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FURTHER:

State Affairs Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 223

SB 223 NAMING THE FERRY LITUYA

"An Act naming the state ferry first operating to serve between Metlakatla and Ketchikan; and providing for an 
effective date."
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SRUL
SSTA
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Bill Version:
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SB223
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2604
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Personal Services
Travel
Contractua l
Supplies
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Grants & Claims
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1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
O ther (Soecifv Tvpe-Do not abbreviate)

TO TAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
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Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
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L o r e n  L e m a n  
L t. G o v e rn o r

P.O. BOX 1 10015 
Juneau , Alaska 9981 1-0015 

(907) 465-3520 
FAX (907) 465-5400 

WWW.GOV.STATE.AK.US(LTGOVLT_ GOVERNOR(KGOV. STATE. AK. US
S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

O F F IC E  O F  T H E  L T . G O V E R N O R
J u n e a u

M a y  16, 2 0 0 3

Senator Gary Stevens, C h a i r m a n  

Senate State Affairs Committee

Dear Senator Stevens:

It is late in the session, however I ask your cooperation in getting passage of 

legislation to n a m e  a state ferry currently under construction. T h e  only w a y  

this can be accomplished is through legislation. Schoolchildren in Metlakatla 

are awaiting the Legislature’s action.

T h e  ferry to serve Metlakatla a n d  Ketchikan will be launched in October 2 0 0 3  

a n d  should be in service by M a y  2004.

A  selection committee commissioned under the Office of the Lieutenant 

Governor selected the n a m e  M / V  L i t u y a  from a n u m b e r  of essay nominations 
written by the school children of Metlakatla. I have attached a copy of the 

selected essay from second grader Josiah Milne.

A s  also required by the statute (AS 19.65.020), maritime vessels are to be 

n a m e d  after glaciers. Lituya Glacier is located near M o u n t  Fairweather a n d  

Glacier B a y  National Park in Southeast Alaska.

T h a n k  y o u  for your consideration a n d  assistance in officially n a m i n g  this n e w  

State ferry to improve the marine transportation system of Alaska.

Sincere!

Loren L e m a n  

Lieutenant Governor
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C hapter 60. F e rry  T e rm ina l Facilities .

Sec. 19.60.010. — 19.60.070. [Renumbered as AS 19.65.030(a) — (g)J

C hapter 65. A laska M a rin e  H ig hw a y  System.

A rtic le
1. Comprehensive Plan, Vessels, and  Facilities (§§ 19.65.011 — 19.65.035)
2. A laska M arine Highway System  Fund and Budget (§§ 19.65.050 — 19.65.100)

A rtic le  1. C o m p re h e n s iv e  P la n , V essels, a n d  F a c ili tie s .

S e c tio n  S e c tio n
11. Comprehensive long-range p lan  35. T ransportation  of m em bers of th e  A laska orga-
20. N am ing of vessel or facility nized m ilitia
30. Acquisition and m aintenance of fen y  term inal 

facilities

§ 19.60.010 H ighways and Ferries 678

C ro ss  re f e re n c e s . — For provisions concerning 
anim als on s ta te  ferries, see AS 03.53.010.

Sec. 19.65.010. Duty station or port change for employees o f the Alaska marine 
highway system. [Repealed, § 52 ch 59 SLA 1982.]

Sec. 19.65.011. C om prehensive  lo n g -ran g e  p lan . The Departm ent of Transporta­
tion and Public Facilities shall prepare a comprehensive long-range plan for the 
development and improvement of the Alaska marine highway system and shall revise 
and update the plan a t least every five years. The departm ent shall submit the 
comprehensive long-range plan and revisions and updates of the plan to the legislature.
(§ 1 ch 94 SLA 1992)

Sec. 19.65.020. N am ing  o f  vessel o r  facility , (a) A vessel or facility of the Alaska .M.q
marine highway system constructed or acquired by the Departm ent of Transportation - •
and Public Facilities under this chapter may be given a name only by law.

(b) A maritime vessel shall bear the name of an Alaska glacier.
(c) A vessel used principally on the inland waterways of the state shall bear the name 

of a historical vessel which used the rivers of the state. ,'i
(d) The new maritime vessel to be delivered to the Alaska marine highway system in ^

1998 is named the Motor Vessel Kennicott.
(e) The Motor Vessel Fairw eather and the Motor Vessel Chenega are authorized naixieiB ' 

for state ferries first operating as part of the Alaska marine highway system on or after 
August 8, 2002. The commissioner of transportation and public facilities shall select 
between the names for the one most appropriate to the route served by the ferry and shqll 
publicly announce the selection. (§ 2 ch 4 SLA 1981; am § 1 ch 19 SLA 2002) m

< /.n
R e v iso r’s n o te s . — In  1996, "this chap te r” w as law  in § 1, ch. 1, SLA 1997 and codified in  ̂ 2 

substitu ted  for “AS 19.60 — AS 19.65” to  reflect the Subsection (o) w as enacted as AS 3 5 ,40 .150Jan 
1996 renum bering of AS 19,60. num bered in  2002.

Subsection (d) w as enacted in 1997 as uncodified .-(I
Sec. 19.65.025. Vessel design and construction. [Repealed, §  43 ch 128 SLA

Sec. 19.65.030. A cqu isition  an d  m a in te n a n c e  o f fe rry  te rm in a l fa
(a) The departm ent shall construct, purchase, or lease ferry terminal fa~



A ll f e r r i e s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  n a m e d  a f t e r  g l a c i e r s .  

I p i c k e d  L i t u y a  G l a c i e r .  I t  Is  I n  G l a c i e r  B a y  

N a t i o n a l  M o n u m e n t ,  I t  w a s  n a m e d  i n  1 9 1 7  b y

J . B .  M e r t i e ,  J r ,

A  g l a c i e r  is  a  b i g  r i v e r  o f  i c e  t h a t  s l i d e s  d o w n  

a  m o u n t a i n .  I t  c a r r i e s  r o c k s  a n d  t r e e s  d o w n .  

W h e n  g l a c i e r s  c a l v e  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r ,  t h e y  

b e c o m e  i c e b e r g s .

I c h o s e  " L i t u y a "  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  w h e r e  t h e  

b i g g e s t  t s u n a m i  h i t .  I t  h a p p e n e d  o n  J u l y  1 , 1 9 5 8 ,  

a f t e r  a n  8 . 0  e a r t h q u a k e  h i t .  I t  c a u s e d  a  l a r g e  

l a n d s l i d e  i n  t h e  b a y ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  n a m e  

t h e  n e w  f e r r y  " L i t u y a "  b e c a u s e  t h a t  w a s  w h e r e  

t h e  b i g g e s t  w a v e  h i t .

J o s i a h  M iln e  
2 nd G r a d e  -  M o r a n
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