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"An Act limiting the factors that may be considered in making a crime victims' compensation award in cases 
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

SEN A TO R  G RETC H EN  G UESS

Sponsor Statement 
SB  22

“An act limiting the factors that may he considered in making a crime victims' compensation 
award in cases o f  sexual assault or sexual abuse o f  a minor. ”

When the state established V ictim s’ Compensation Board over 2 0  years ago, it ensured the v ictim ’ s ro le  
in the crime would be considered. Fo r example, i f  someone started a bar brawl and was hurt, their case 
cou ld be denied by the V ictim s’ Compensation Board.

The unintended consequence o f  this language was child abuse and sexual assault victims cou ld be denied 
funding i f  the board found them to have contributed to the circumstances o f  the crime. F o r example, a 
victim  o f  sexual assault could be denied because they were drinking the night o f  their sexual assault.

Im p ly ing  a victim  o f  sexual assault somehow deserved o r played a ro le in being victim ized is in direct 
opposition to what we believe as a community -  a victim o f  child abuse o r sexual assault has not done 
anything to bring the crime on him o r herself.

Toward fix ing this unintended consequence, the language o f  this b ill does the fo llow ing .

• Ensures compensation is not denied based on considerations o f provocation, the use o f  a lcohol o r 
drugs, o r the p rio r social history o f the victim .

•  Retains the current language fo r compensation criteria fo r a ll other crimes.

The v ic tim ’ s compensation board is funded 60  percent by state government and 4 0  percent by federal 
government. The 60  percent from  the slate government comes from  garnishing fe lo n ’ s permanent fund 
dividend checks. G iven the nature o f  the funding mechanism, the fiscal note from  the Department o f  
Public Safety w ill be zero.
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A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

SE N A TO R  G RETC H EN  G UESS

Sectional Analysis 
SB  22

"An act limiting the factors that may be considered in making a crime victims’ compensation 
award in cases o f sexual assault or sexual abuse o f a minor. ”

Section I: Amends AS 18 .67 .080  (Award ing Compensation) (c ) by adding language
prohibiting the consideration o f  provocation , the use o f  a lcoho l o r drugs, o r the 
p rio r social history o f  the victim , in the case o f  sexual assault o r sexual abuse o f  a 
m inor.
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ALASKA NETWORK ON DOMESTIC VIOLENCE AND SEXUAL ASSAULT

M ain Office & Legal Advocacy Project Pi 0 Bono Ffgject
130 Seward Street, Suite 209 P-O- Box 6631
Juneau, Alaska 99S01 Sitka, Alaska 99835
Phone: (907)586-3650 Phone: (907)747-7545
Fax: (907) 463-4493 Pax: (907) 747-7547
www.andvsa.org

Organizational
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IAC
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AWARE
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Ketchikan
WISH

Kodiak
KWRCC

Kotzebue
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Nome
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Palmer
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Seward
SCS

Sitka
SAFV

Unalaska
USAFV

Valdez
AW

Senator Gretchen Guess 
Room 423, State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99811-1182

April 10, 2003

Deai- Senator Guess:

Please accept this letter as one o f support for SB22.

W e wish the day would have long come and gone when victims o f  
sexual assault were routinely questioned or somehow made to feel 
guilty because o f  the clothes they chose to wear, or the fact that they 
may have had a drink, or that there may be something in their past they 
wished they had done differently. None o f  those things cause 
perpetrators to commit the crime o f  sexual assault or contribute to the 
crime. Unfortunately, the violent crimes compensation board still has 
similar items listed as things to b e considered when determining 
whether or not to grant compensation to victims o f  sexual assault or 
sexual abuse o f  a minor.

It is difficult enough to come forward as a victim o f  sexual assault and 
enter the system to try and find some justice. Victims journeys are 
made more difficult when parts o f  the system rely on myths to respond 
to these crimes. Your bill will help stop the practice o f  victim blaming.

Thank you for your work to increase the availability o f  justice to 
victims o f  sexual assault.

Sincerely,

Lauree Hugonin 
Executive Director

http://www.andvsa.org

