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Senator Robin Taylor
Chair, Senate State Affairs Committee

State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Taylor:

We are opposed to the proposed sudden elimination of \\\e Alaska Longevity
Bonus. Seniors all over Alaska have included this income in their retirement
"~5udgets. To cut this source of funding to them would have disruptive

effects on them and the local businesses they patronize. It unfairly targets

one group of Alaskans for up to $3,000.00 per person per year cut in their
income. Other budgetary proposals such as the $10.00 per studded tire fee

or the business license increases, or even the ten cent per gaf'on gasoline

tax are minimal compared to this proposal.

We recommend the Longevity Program be allowed to "un its course as

promised.

Cc: Rep. Cheryl Heinze Sincerely yours,
Sen. Johnny Ellis
(Zep Paul Sea.i~0A]

k (PPatY Sperms

Muriel Richardson
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March 30, 2003

The Honorable Gary Stevens

Alaska State Senator, District R
Chair, Senate State Affairs Committee
Room 417

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Stevens:

At the 2003 Spring Stated Meeting o fthe Presbytery of AJaska, held on March 21-23, 2003 in
Yakutat, Alaska, the Presbytery voted to endorse the enclosed resolution expressing
opposition to efforts to repeal or reduce the current Alaska Longevity Bonus Program. The
resolution also urges support, if needed to resolve the state’s fiscal gap, for only those fiscal
measures which have a progressive impact. Included with the Preshytery's adoption of this
resolution was a request that the Preshytery’s clerk transmit this resolution to the appropriate
members of the Alaska State Legislature. This would certainly include yourself since any
actions on this matter which are to become law will be considered by the Senate State Affairs

Committee.

On behalfofthe Presbytery, which is made up of 15 Preshyterian churches from Metlakatla
and Ketchikan to the south and Yakutat to the north, | sincerely encourage you to read this
resolution and hope that you will consider these positions when the State Affairs Committee,
or the Senate as a whole, acts on proposals which could lead to the termination of the

Longevity Bonus program.

Sincerely,

Elder Guy Warren
Stated Clerk

Presbytery of Alaska



Presbytery of Alaska
Alaskan Longevity Bonus Program Resolution

Whereas, many Alaskans, especially in rural parts of Alaska, live at the sub-
poverty level and have the Alaskan Longevity Bonus Program as their only
regular source ofmoney to add to their meager incomes; and

Whereas, the Alaskan Longevity Bonus Program is already structured to
naturally end; and

Whereas, elimination of the Alaskan Longevity Bonus Program places a
disproportionate share of closing Alaska's fiscal gap on a small group of
residents.

Now, therefore, be it resolved; that the Presbytery of Alaska, meeting on
March 21-23, 2003 in Yakutat, Alaska

- Opposes any repeal or reduction of the Alaskan Longevity Bonus
Program

- Urges Alaskan Lawmakers and Governor, to implement, if
necessary, only fiscal measures which have a progressive impact.
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Senator Robert Taytor
Fax, #907 466 3022

Dear Serator,

Thisisin reference to HB 158and SB 117.1have lived inour State since
1941 and also voted for Gov. Murkonski at dl of his elections. Honever lamnot
infavor of the above and believe that Gov. Murkowski is nat being fair to our
Senior population. Hopefullythese Bills can be stopped.

You may contact meat PHO07 2434901 or Fax 907 2434907

Thank you &Regards,

Demnis Branham
Box 190184
Anchorage, Ak 99619

Copy _
Sen. Hillis French 907 465 659
\Rep. Bthen Berkowski 907 4662137
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Sen. Robin Taylor, Chairman
Senate State Affairs Committee
3tate CaFitol

Juneau, Alaska 99601

Dear S6n. Taylor:

I am one of those seniors affected by the Longevity 3onus. | have
lived in Alaska -for fifty three years and if it means helping this
Stats 1 am willing to give up the monthly stipend.

X would be interested in knowing how many of the seniors presently
receiving this stipend would have actually qualified under the
original plan but who thanks to Ron Zobel were made eligible?

1 would just like to 3ee government— Democrat or Republican do for
the Stats what is needed instead of making a political issue out
of something that shouldn®t have happened in the first place.

lam from a generation who knows there is no free lunch so let us
just be tharfcful for the years we have received to the exclusion
of all other non-qualifying, old needy seniors the "free lunch™*

Very truly yours,

cc:  Rep. Ethan Berkowittz
Sen. Hollis French
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3339 Wentworth
Anchorage, AK 99508
907-274-4761
March 26, 2003

Senator Robin Taylor
Chair, Senate State Affairs Committee

State Capitol
Juneau, AK99801

Dear Senator Taylor:

We are opposed to the proposed sudden elimination of the Alaska longevity
Bonus. Seniors all over Alaska have included this income in their retirement
budgets. To cut this source of funding to them would have disruptive
effects on them and the local businesses they patronize. It unfairly targets
one group of Alaskans for up to $3,000.00 per person per year cut intheir
income. Other budgetary proposals such as the $10.00 per studded tire fee
or the business license increases, or even the ten cent per gallon gasoline

tax are minimal compared to this proposal.

We recommend the Longevity Program be allowed to run its course as

promised.

Cc: Rep. Cheryl Heinze Sincerelv vours

Sen. Johnny Ellis

Muriel Richardson

"Ks-t- a H



[Fwd: House Bill 158/Sena.«Bill 117]
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Subject: [Fwd: House Bill 158/Senate Bill 117]
Date: Sat, 29 M ar 2003 13:13:22 -0900
From: Representative Ethan Berkowitz <Representative Ethan Berkowitz@legis.state.ak.us>

To: Amy Coffman <Amy_Coffman@legis.state.ak.us>

Subject: House Bill 158/Senate Bill 117
Date: Tue, 25 Mar 2003 15:29:48 -0900
From: "Sue Brown" <suebrown2@worldnet.att.net>
To: <Senator_Robin_Taylor@legis.state.ak.us>
CC: <Representative_Ethan _Berkowitz@legis.state.ak.us>

This email is to express my strong opposition to Governor Murkowski’'s proposal to eliminate the Longevity

. Bonus in House Bill 158 and it’'s companion measure, Senate Bill 117.

My uncle, a recipient of the Longevity Bonus, has been a resident of Alaska since 1945, residing in
Anchorage for the past 55 years. As a business owner for over 40 years, through his involvement in politics
and his untiring efforts and countless hours of donated time to community service, he has made significant
contributions to Anchorage and the state. He is now 91 years of age, in declining health and suffering from
dementia. His wish is to die in the state he calls home and dearly loves, Alaska. However, it is becoming
increasingly apparent that Alaska, certainly Governor Murkowski, views the elderly as a burden.

As his niece and primary caregiver, lam appalled at the enormous obstacles facing the elderly in Alaska. My
perception is a total lack of care and concern. Obtaining basic medical care is extremely difficult at best,
impossible at worst, as the elderly in Anchorage are literally abandoned by physicians who refuse to treat
Medicare patients. In fact, my uncle currently has NO physician and not one of the 57 physicians listed as
accepting Medicare would accept him after his physician left the state in September. This is a fact, Icalled
them all. Now, Governor Murkowski feels the need to eliminate the Longevity Bonus. First, make health care
scarce and difficult for anyone enrolled in Medicare, then hit the same folks in the pocketbook. A double

whammy. It's shameful. A disgrace.
Prescription costs are staggering and skilled respite care is extremely expensive. My uncle planned

financially for his retirement, however, it is still a "fixed” income and the Longevity Bonus is part of that
income. He counted on it. Alaska promised it to him. And it helps enormously with the high costs associated

with aging.
As a taxpayer, my uncle has contributed to Governor Murkowski’'s huge government pension fund for many

years. Isuggest Governor Murkowski now do the right thing and leave the Longevity Bonus alone. Failure
to do so sends a clear message to the elderly and those who care for them Alaska doesn't need you here

and Alaska doesn't want you here.

Sue Brown

SUES

4/1/2003 3:08 PM
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3414
MR25 4018
A laska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs
.committee name ~
Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated 3-25-03
bill # / subject
G X b Jb RA T t Z B G y
Signed:

Representing (optional)

Phone number

10 39vd dnih n 3ins3i 7689-797-7.06  LbWZ £00Z/SZ/£0
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March 25,2003

Senator Robin Taylor MAR 25 WO:

Chairman o f the Committee
Alaska State Affairs Committee
Alaska State Legislature
Juneau, AK 99801

The Honorable Senator Taylor

Written public testimony in the matter of House Bill 158 and Senate Bill 117

Please accept the following comments to be entered into the record as opposition to the
above mention legislation by:

Richard and Patricia Garvin
2822 Knik Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99517

| have been a resident of Alaska June 1942-2003.1 have lived and worked in Juneau,

Fairbanks and now reside in Anchorage except for a period ofNovember 11,1944
through November 11, 1946.1 served in South Pacific with the 4 1 4 Infantry Division and
attended Seattle University before returning to Anchorage, Alaska in April 1953 with

Mrs. Patricia Garvin.

Alaska is our home and truly hope we will be able to stay in Alaska for the rest ofour
lives as we have planned. | am 76 years of age, still working full time and contributing
member o f our community and state. We are counting on the Longevity Bonus as an
important part of our retirement plan, ifwe ever can retire. Please do the math. The

money does not leave Alaska, nor does our salary, investment returns and savings. It all
stays here and ripples through state economies.

We own a home, pay taxes, spend our income here and enjoy the fruits o fAlaska. Please
know that we have not missed voting since becoming 21, that’s 55 years ofvoting we
also care about our state as you and your hard working committee.

Senator Taylor and committee members consider the promise by our state to seniors; a
person’s word has always been our way in Alaska. About the Longevity Bonus and the
budget? Well, it is a self-solving problem. Please just give a little time.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Richard H. Garvin Patricia M. Garvin

TOTAL P.0O1
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To: Senator Robin Taylor Fax N0:907'465-3922
Chairofthe Committee, Senate State Affairs

Alaska State Legislature
From: Alfred and Virginia Augestad Fax N0:907-276-1560
Phone: 907-272-0380

SUBJECT: Longevity Bonus Date: March 25,2003

URGENT!  URGENT!  URGENT!

We greatly oppose Governor Murkow ski:$ action to eliminate the Longevity Bonus in HB 158,

‘and companion measure in the Senate under Senate Bill ] 17.

As tong-firne residents the elimination of the Longevity Bonus will pose a hardship to our
continued living in Alaska, since our investmentearnings have declined while ow health care

costs have increased. We also feelthe Longevity Bonus was a promise and to eliminate it now

would be unfair and unjust.

Alaska has been our home for over 45 years, and we urge you and your committee to protect
this program on our behalfand for all seniors in Alaska who now receive monies under this

program. Surely Governor Murkowski can find a better source than the Longevity Bonus to

reduce funds.

5
Alfred and Virginia Augestad
H 39 Virginia Court

* » * 1M | -

Copy Senator Hollis French - Fax 907-465-6595
Represenafive Ethan Berkowitz - Fax 907-465-2137
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Senator Robin Taylor
Ww

Chairman State Affairs Committee
State of Alaska

Dear Senator Taylor,

I would like to register my protest for the proposition to eliminate
the Longevity Bonus by KB 158.

I think it is entirely unfair to these seniors to have such funds eliminated.
Many of thesepeople depend on these funds to enable them to stay in Alaska,
hopefully in their homes and most often near their families.

By residing here their other funds including social security and
retirement funds are spent here and contributeto the local economy.

This program is already being phased out. It should not be a target of
the government for source of funds. It was not established to be
arbitrarily canceled. This would negatively effect the Senior population

that is being phased our by attrition already.

I request this legislation not be enacted. The Senior group of people
adds much to the stability of the State, it's welfare and family

stabilation.

SinrvareQv.

bu~cumtr  \~tri-aliw
1971 Wildwood Ln.
Anchorage, Ak. 99517

cc: Senator Hollis French
Representative Ethan Berkowitz
Govenor Frank Murkowski
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Senator Robin Taylor
Chairman Stare Arfairs Committee

State of Alaska

Dear Senator Taylor,

I would like to register ny protest for the proposition to eliminate
the Longevity Bonus in HB 158.

I think it is entirely unfair to these seniors to have such funds
eliminated. Many of these people defcpend on these funds to enable
them to stay in Alaska. | don't feel it is fair to target the seniors
on this program to balance the statewide budget. The budget effects
all Alaskans and it is inequitable to target a patriculat group to help

accomplish this.

Removing these funds would certainly adversly effect many of the Seniors
and cause much hardship in many cases. | don't feel welfare type funds
should be a substitute for the senior program. Welfare adversly
effects the dignity of thoses on a fixed income and would negatively

effect their quality of life.

These funds were a promise made to the recipients. This program is
already being phased cut so why should it be cut off at this point.

I strongly recommend this legislation not be passed.

Robert B. Smith
2013 Wildwood Ln.
Anchorage, Ak. 99517

CC: Senator Hollis French
Repreentative Ethan Berkowitz

Govenor Frank Murkowski

.01
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MAR 2 5 20D<

Fax to Senator Robin Taylor 90? >i65-3922
Chairt Senate State Affaire Committee

Re Senate B ill 11?

Many cities encourage older people to settle in

their state. Retired people do not require
schools and many other services. They bring their
retirement funds into the community where it is
circulated, /longevity payments encourage seniors
to remain in Alaska their home where their funds
are spent. Having parents and grandparents near

contributes to the stability of Alaska families.

We believe Senate B ill 117 and House B ill 158 are
ill advised.
y& Al co,

Robert E. Renkert pax (907) 277-035"
1225 S Street, Anohorage 99501
Mildred W. Renkert

cc Senator Hollis French Fax \

Representative Ethan Berkowitz Fax (90?J'-765-5;1'3?

.01



Larry & Ardelle Osenga
1822 Forest Park Drive
Anchorage, Alaska 99517

March 24 2003

Senator Robin Taylor
Stale Capitol
Juneau. Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Taylor:

Please be advised that we are opposed to Governor Murkowski's effort to eliminate our Longevity
Bonus program for the following reasons:

We are retired and have no health insurance. | am sure there are many other senior citizens in our
position. This seems like the last place to cut costs.Thc extra money helps us pay for our prescriptions

and other medical costs.

To us, it seems foolish to take away a benefit from older Alaskans, that is slowly dying and will self
destruct in five or six years.

Please do all in your power to defeat HB 158 and SB 117

Ardelle J. Osenga

cc; Senator Hollis French
Representative Ethan Berkowitz
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IIAROR 28, 2003

SENATOR ROBIN TAILOR*

TO WHCM IT KAY CONCERNI

If our Longevity Bonus is taken away from us it maould force my wife &

I to sell everything & move out of Alaska*
E,R,Ketterer - 55 plus years in Alaska,

dances Ketterer - 52 plus years in Alaska,

SINCERELY YOURS

£ R.KETTERER

3909 Turnagain Blvd.,
Anchorage, AK, 99517

P,S.
Vail Fax Copy to SENATOR HOLLIS FRENCH & REPRESENTATIVE EATHAN BSRKDATZ.
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2904 W. 34th Street
Anchorage, AK 99517
March 26,2003

Senator Robin Taylor
Chair, Senate State Affairs Committee

Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Taylor;

I am opposed to the proposed sudden elimination of the Alaska Longevity
Bonus. Seniors all over Alaska have included this income in their retirement
budgets. To cut this source of funding to them would have disruptive
effects on them as a whole, as well as me personally, and the local businesses
they patronize, it unfairly targets one group of Alaskans for up to
$3,000.00 per person per year cut in their income. Other budgetary
proposals such as the ten dollar per studded tire fee or the business license
increases, or even the ten cent per gallon gasoline tax are minimal compared
to this proposal. The budget cuts should be spread more widely, not fee
made on the backs of the seniors who built the state.

I recommend the Longevity Program be allowed to run its course as

promised.

Cc: Senator Hollis French Sincerely yours,

Rep. Ethan Berkowitz Irene Stewart



FROM : SECRETPR IFIL&CGPY CENTER FRX NO. : 9072796626 Mar. 26 2003 02:45PM PI

Subj: Senate BH1117
Date: ‘3/26/03 12:33:02 PM Alaskan Standard Time

From: Seniorstar22 g- N

The Longevity bonus is'vllal to older Alaskans. Maybe not all - but a substantial number of the elderly rely on this to
supplement their income. Do not eliminate It - could be determined by need - as upper Income Alaskans certainly do not need
or depend on it.' Elders deserve a quality of life that makes old age bearable. You will be there someday, God willing.
Sincerely, Mary Kathleen Bidawski, 2137 Arctic Circle, Anchorage, Alaska - “3517. AgfrBO years, 5 months. Alaskan since

1946. - -

o Voevy

VK&WYUx, Mtit* », 25C)  Limnc*0otVw;»W ortttj4] *07T 1



MR28 2113
March 25, 2003

Senator Robin Taylor
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801

Re: Senate Bill 117

A friend too me named Sophocles wrote:

Wise though his plans are,
artful beyond all dreaming.
They carry him both to evil and to good.

IT one can"t understand the past, one can*t know the evil he may
do. I worked under Egan and now I know how to balance budgets.
It is not on the backs of small business and retired people no

longer working.

My salary in those days was $900 a month. In the seventies
that office was five times higher, 1in the eighties it was seven
times higher, and now it is more than ten times higher. As you
can see that was a different time and a incredibly more friendly

place.
You see here government is the largest industry and when 1its

in trouble people are too. But with the governments salary base
it is the government that should take the hit not its people.

Our budget 1is $1200 dollars per month which includes one
check for $250 dollars the other $250 checks goes for insurance,

gas, repairs, paint, and sometimes a cigar. You tell me who
should take the hit- the over paid or the under paid. The
builders surely not, the takers, yes. Thats Governor Egan all

over.
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Subj: Longevity Bonus cutbacks

Date: 3/25/2003 8:59:42 AM Alaskan Standard Time
From: marherbst7

To: Senator Robin Taylor@leqis.state.ak.us

lam 82 years old and have lived in Alaska without interruption since 1966. lalso worked without interruption from
that time to my retirement in 1987. Now I count on the $250 longevity bonus per month to pick up a large part of

my living expenses. My life would be severely handicapped without it.

And lurge you to continue it IN ITS PRESENT form. Itis a self-destructing measure as you know. Every time an
elder dies, the burden on the state is reduced. And because itis now received by only the most elderly (whose
needs grow even faster than their number of years do) it cannot be burned alive as so coldly and irresponsibly the

present administration is planning to do to it

From both an economic boon to the state in that almost all of that money is turned back into disposable income
here in Alaska, and the human factor to deny the most helpless their promised aid in their last years shows a
remarkable lack of real concern by our "Law Makers"

Marvin E. Herbst

3066 Telequana Dr. Apt4

Anchorage AK 99517

Tuesday, March 25,2003 America Online: marherbst?7
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Senator Robin Taylor March 24,2003

Senator Hollis French
Representative Ethan Berkow itz

Dear Legislators:

In response to your letterin regard to the proposed elimination of the
Longevity Bonus, thank you for contacting us. | have been reading the
comments in letters and the mostrecent in today's Anchorage Daily
News, the Compass PointofView, by Governor Murkowski, and feelitis
truly time to speak outon this matter. The headline stating the "Longevity
bonus creates class clash” truly upsets me. Iam sorry thatallseniors who
were true pioneerswere not priveleged to get this bonus, because the
intentofthe program was distorted when everyone who lived in Alaska for
one yearand had reached the age ofsixty-five were allowed to apply.
However, those who did qualify and receive the monthly check should
continue to gelituntil they pass on.

Asyou pointout, people on fixed income (and mostofus have
no possible way to go back to work to make up the loss) have
depended on that money in taking care ofour monthly expenses.

Some ofuswho were fortunate enough to have a moderate state
pension orotherincome could,as the governordemands, "tighten
ourbelt"and contribute to the state's financialemergency. Others,
who also contributed their time and efforts over the years to building
this great state, do nothave more than anominal social security
check to depend on and would be forced to go on welfare or leave the
state and / or fall back on family forsupport if the bonus check were
suspended.

Those of uswho grew up in the "GreatDepression” and ,in some cases,
struggled through difficult financial times here in Alaska during the 60°'s
and 70's, as the large companies pursued theirmonopolies (for instance
the pulp mills in Southeast) know whatitis like to live on subsistance and
make do with the bare necessities, refusing to go on welfare and by the
grace of God, surviving untiljobs opened up. Wcdid whatw, could within
ourcommunities to contribute to the welfare of all, through school
activities and working to getindustry and jobs for the small and
backwoods areas. ldo notthink continuing to receive one's monthly
Longevity Bonus check should be puton a basisof income, orin other
words, the indignity of making a welfare program outofit. Thosewho
were fortunate enough to getinto the program should nothbe deprived of
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that to make them even with those who reached 65 after the deadline was
changed forentry. Thatisthe "luck ofthe draw", and should be accepted.

Truly, people in the higherincome brackets and those who have lived
with wealth all theirlives, cannotcomprehend whatit means to have
barely enough income to provide food, clothing and shelter. If they are
looking outto bereally fair to society in general, they would be pushing
foragraduated income tax, so thatthe people who have the mostwould
pay the mosttoward keeping our state government financially stable.
Those people have received the greatestbenefits and would notbhe
deprived oftheirvacations,numerous dwellings, cars, and other priveleges
even if they were paying a higherrree of tax than the less well off.
Likewise, those who are struggling to take care of themselves in their old
age,aswellas people with families and working for minimum wage, should
not be facing school tax, user fees, and increased rates for licenses that
ourGovernor has proposed as fairfor all concerned.

We came to Alaskain 1957, and operated alogging company that
gaveemploymenttoas many as ten people, some with families who were
there with them. We spent8 years on Tuxekan Island, before moving to
Craig, in 1965, which is stillhome to us tho, for medical reasons, we have
spent the last 4 years mostly in Anchorage because of the inadequate
medical facilities on Prince of Wales Island. We are fortunate to have two
sons,who grew up in Alaska and continue to live here, and give us the
mcrilsupportwe need as we travel the restricted seniorroad ofthe
Elderly Eighties. We have much to be grateful for and feel blessed to have
been able to be Alaskans, a goalwe both had as teen agers back in the
1930's.  This state isnoted for itsindependentcitizens, people who came
here looking foradventure and to make their fortune, and ending up just
living here because they loved itand wanted to stay. Why should the old
timers be penalized at this time in life? There are otherways ofsolving
the problem.

Thankyou forasking forouropinion and listening to whatwe have to say.

Sincerely.

Elizabeth and Albert Dennis
1227 W. 12th Ave
Anchorage, AK, 99501
(907) 258-0133
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04/01/03 TUE 11:12 FAX 9075673968

NINILCHIK SENIOR CENTER

VeV or
-T.

L e g isla tu

Please enterinto the record my testimony to the msenate state' A ffairs

committee name
] SB in
Committee on Eliminating Longevity Bonus v dated March 27. 2003 0.3:30 PM
UJ#/subject public heating dace

Signed:

Message and signatures have been placed on the back

Senior-Cltl2eus at-the Niniltfhik Senior, (lenter on-March ?6rh. 2003
Testifier

Representing (optional)

Ninllchik Senior Cneter, FO Box 39422. NliInllchlkr ftKk ?79639-0472
Address

907-567-3988
Phone number
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March 26,2003

Governor Murkowski
Juneau, Alaska

WE members of the Ninilchik, Alaska Senior Center on behalf of our fellow
Seniors living on the Kenai Peninsula, strongly encourage Governor
Murkowski to endorse continuing the Longevity fund. Bw 2015 the Seniors
eligible for the fund will have dwindled to perhaps a few sturdy
pioneers. Denying Seniors this help amounts to an Income Tax of up

to 10% on our neediest folks. Please remember that almost every penny of
this fund is returned to the Alaska economy.

Sincerely,

~]?IU faw d-A ,
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the state Affairs
committee name
Committee on  SB 117 , dated March 27, 2003
"BiUTfY subject public hearing date™

| The Longevity Bonus has become an integral, life-saving part oflow and middle income seniors’ budget.
I The seniors receiving Longevity checks are depending on the bit o f extra dollars each month to buy

. prescriptions pay utility bills or buy groceries.
; Most seniors who are currently receiving the Longevity Bonus need and strongly depend on the Longevity
Bonus for basic necessities. Many o fthem do qualify for some Medicaid assistance. Some have refused

| ‘welfare* and struggle to keep going with what they have. Without the Longevity Bonus, most ofthe seniors
who receive services at the Ninilchik Senior Centerwould have to seek financial assistance elsewhere, or

have to be supported by family.

Medicaid and Medicare do provide a ghost o fa safety net but they do NOT provide what is necessary for
life. Medicaid and Medicare provide only SOME of life’s necessities. They do not even provide adequately
for all medical needs.

Therefore, the Ninilchik Senior Center members strongly recommend that the Longevity Bonus remain in
place as it is, and be terminated by attrition.

Signed:
Ninilchik Senior Citizens, Inc.
Representing (optional)

N inilchik Senior Citizens. Inc.. PO Box 39422. Ninilchik. AK qg63q-n&27._

AddfeSs

907-567-3988
Phone numt«r
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

, dated 3" 2 7 @)~
bif/#7subi« public hearing date

me [fTAVRI.* -

YEm

The longevity program was originally started as aprogram to keep Alaska Seniors in
Alaska, Many Alaska Seniors use this money to pay for what medicines they use and
other living expenses, Soit is returned to the Alaska economy and the money does
remain in Alaska, Many o fthe seniors feel they deserve this program to keep them here
in Alaska. Ifthis program is revoked many seniors will move elsewhere where the daily
needs are less expensive.

Testifier

Representing (optional)
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NINILCHIK SENIOR CENTER
Transmittal Fax Sheet
POB 39422
Ninilchik Alaska 99639-0422
Telephone: (907)567-3988
Fax: (907) 567-3968
seniors@ pti2l2ska.net

To: From:

F aX T Pages: Lo Z N
c.C. Date: C
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NINILCHIK SENIOR CENTER
Transmittal Fax Sheet
POB 39422
Ninilchik Alaska 99639-0422
Telephone: (907) 567-3988
Fax: (907) 567-3968
senlors@ ptialaska.net

From:
Pages:

Date:

@007


mailto:senlors@ptialaska.net

«0 EA”ryyiyryried”zZ <€ * -S.-13_J_1J2-

ZnA
<jfi txi

EE@ & r<~rJE*NV-*+ .P..__

%y
LAMIMNM o ow . gMsOssJL -
£ 0 . -r-/fj <N s° .
Wsa”~dL zy<x-AAarj2". AXyr*>~o0 CUL& &E£ACjLe.
~sCis\.jE —/L
° S«JE ° rt n nJ. A
-£y~..£2jAer< rIh-T}~ JLAA-JATSU L-J)-A-
AsC JL ™. joEyy”-O yE E ryny
<r-f? ‘ fc-r-
7% 2 D 33, d. «SLI_Aaw**EL
it-
c JL ~ L J~» M rC U c¢cJL A *? £L& M975~03..
. Qr-Ni-~rWhe_A.. AV A0 .VC ~td’ Oy e e e

JL "™ E M A




Regarding Senate Bill ii7.

My wife is 73 and | am 83. We both have had Bypass surgery. Our
perscriptions every month are over $600.00.0ur combined Social Security
and Longevity puts us over the maximum for Medicade.If this bill passes we
may or may not be eligible for Medicaid . We are getting $450.00 now. With
out Longevity there is no way we can afford our perscriptions.

Thanking you for fighting against this Bill.

Sincerely,

Allen J. Kramer
R. Marie Kramer
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the SynQ7& A
committee name

committee on -S/7 / /7 7 tdatGd 3N, Z*9£J.
bill/subject
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Representing (Optional)
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the ~no .'/r. SUsJfJ/O a
committee name

committee on — '/l 1 , dated 7 — 03
bill/subject
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Representing (Optional)
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Hi I am William Church 4/3/2003
| have been in Alaska since 1935-------- 1am 70 years old.

THave spent all of my life in Alaska.

Most of my life Thave heard the statement, from real OLD
‘limers, We stayed because we never had the money to
leave. In most cases this was a big joke; they loved Alaska.
And would not leave for any reason.

| feel 1 am a relative new comer to the state.. But it is my
home. | will be here until the end...

1do not receive Longevity.

Have been fortunate enough to have been employed all of
my adult life, up until I retired, as have the rest of My
family, so can get along with out it.

| agree that a few hundred dollars a month would be very
nice to have coming in. | also figured I would get
longevity at retirement age, but unfortunately it didn’t turn
out that way.

As one of my old friends said ,the other day, this is her mad
money..It would be a terrible thing to take it away..
| am also quite sure there are those who can not live with

out it.

Thank you for your time
Bill Church
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Alaska State Legislaturel

Please enter Into the record my testimony to the n Q— majju
committee name /1'-
committee on nN& If7 , dated Q — ]
bill/subject
0l
Signed:
Testifier

M if I "JA>vi C tiu & ¢ H
Represfinting (Optional)

mimi i
Address

Phone No.
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Alaska State Legislature?

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

— SdLa
committee name
committee on 5 8 /7 7/ O.MAVi'+y , dated ttrJZd.23 . e
dili/subject,~0 /
tz f
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A laska State L egislature
50FOEt St Suite # 88 Phone: 225-9675
Ketc ask Fax:  225-8546
L egislative Information O ffice
WRITTEN TESTIMONY
NAME: . r
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CJN f./71* 9 R'?
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A laska State Legislature
A Sagis e R
L egislative Information O ffice

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME: f/I{M Frs f S/hecrt. rzE &
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A 111*4X 0, 4 m o |
PHONE: Z313.
EMAIL:

BILL# or SUBJECT: SB 07
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A laska State L egislature

SOFront St. Suite #203 Phone: 225-9675
Ketchikan, Alaska 99901 Fax  225-8546

Legislative Information 0 ffice

WRITTEN TESTIMONY

NAME:

ADDRESS: £
A- <2927 °

PHONE: Jo t7 - 93 JJ

EM A IL: _

BILL# or SUBJECT: S& 117
COMMITTEE: (5J STA
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A laska State L egislature
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L egislative Information 0 ffice
WRITTEN TESTIMONY
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to theSf/laJ* S'M e,

] A~ committee name
committeeon— & hl/7 , dated
bill/subject
Signed: "7

, Jewpresenting (Optional)

At

Phone No.
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the o~/i4 n-H%IT>
" ;v committee name
committee on Il rf , dated 4/0310="

bill/subject
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A laska State Legislature
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LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE
PO BOX 1189
ROOM 218 JARVIS OFFICE CENTER
DELTA JCT., AK 99737

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET

TO:

SENATE STATE AFFAIRS Eli2 abeth Saxver
COMPANY: HATH:
April 3,2003
PAX NUMBER: TOTAL NO. 1)1 PACES INCLUDING COVilili:
465-35/*7 6
PHONE NUMBER: SENDER'S REFERENCE NUMBER:
(907) 895-4236
RP.: YOUR REFERENCE NUMBER:
(907) 895-5017 fax

Written testimony for Senate State Affairs Committee hearing on 4/03/03 on
SB 117.
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Qog, how awful, some Longevity Recipients won’t tie able to spend an extra
month to Hawaii. Or,vacation travel will bo shortened. Or,retirementlIncome
will be reduced and we seniors will nolongerenjoy an “Independent life style”.
Itisabouttime we (yes, | am a seniorand have lived in Alaska all my life)
face up to the factthe presentprogram Is Inequitable and should be eliminated.

The program today has little resemblance to the intent set forth 30 years ago.
In 1973, 4,753 applicants received 2.5 million. By 1994 23,350 recipients
received 70.4 million. Yes, the program la being phased out,butnotaoon
enough as Itwill continue to cost millions ofdollar's per year to continue.

This program isnot “NF.EDS BARED" The $150,000 Senior property tax Isnot
“NEEDS BASED". Weonly have tobe alive and breathe Alaskan Airto qualify for
*a PermanentFund Dividend. We Seniors have Itpretty good. Whatother State
provides benefits at this level?? Is Arizona, California, Hawaii of Minnesota
providing their seniors at the same level as Alaska. | don’t think go.

We should focus on the real needs ofall Alaskans, such as struggling single
parents *those citizens withouthealth insurance -those withoutaffordable
housing - education challenges -economlo development, and ofcourse Seniors

who NEEE assistance. .

Lot’s notfocus only on ourselves and whine aboutwhatwe may be losing. We
should bo thankilU for where we live, whatwe have, and directour energy
towards meeting the REAL.NEEDS OF ALL ALASKANS.
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3/27/03
Longevity Bonus (HB 162/SB 117)

| attended the hearing at the Nome LIO with 10 ethers and 5 testified. The memo
headed “Longevity Bonus (HB 162/SB 117) dated March 25, 2003” has several
paragraphs explaining the issue on this bill. The testimony heard does not support the
statements contained therein. All ofthe testimony | heard does not support this bill and
the hearing had to be continued to the 3rdof April to give participants the opportunity to
be heard on this issue.

There is written testimony | would like to see on this issue and | do not think seniors not
receiving this bonus are critical ofthose that are. | do not understand the savings; ifyou
take.this bonus from .our.seroors...and then put them on one ofthe other safety net
programs (which by the way cost more because they are needs based and require more
paperwork to document this). It’s more like placing controls on how they can spend
their income. When these seniors have the bonus removed they have no other choice but
to move to programs that impose more rules and controls on their ability to glide through

their golden years!

The majority of our longevity bonus recipients are not banking this money they are
spending it as fast as it arrives. This money is helping keep utility companies, stores,

and other economic entities available to our region. This assures them that they can

have at least one choice not dictated by a needs based program. The need for freedom of
choice should be theirs in the years they have limited by their age and the basic cost of

living.

We have to remember we are only as strong as our weakest link. With the State trying to
remove a promise by our Legislature in 1993 to let attrition phase out this program and
then our city government attempting to impose controls through taxation on our
childcare providers when will we have time to enjoy some ofthe benefits of our labor to
promote healthy lifestyles?

9*ft?

SVZ&es, /9/C 9776 2-r
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
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April 3,2003
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name
Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3,2003
bill # / subject public hearing date

Signed:

Testifier Z '/}

1/
Representing (optional)
‘Al 3 ‘A
Address

Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name ~
Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated J\pril 3,2003
bill #/ subject public hearing date

What a slap in the face to the old timers in Alaska...all 18,000 of them. 1cannot believe the
new governor would consider something like this. Would the governor, senators &
representatives in the state take a $250 per month cut?

Signed: Earl Miller
Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

33526 Johnsons Dr Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

-262-2718 ,
Phone number
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April 4, 2003

Sen. Gary Stevens

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Sen. Stevens,

As aresident of Alaska, 1 would like to urge you to recognize that Alaska’s economic
future depends upon the University of Alaska. You have been elected because your
constituents trust that you will use your bestjudgment when allocating state funding. 1
hope that the decision you make regarding University funding takes into account the
thousands of Alaskan citizens that will be affected by the University of Alaska’s funding
or lack thereof.

The University of Alaska president, Mark Hamilton’s theme for the University this year
is, “It’s Working.” As a student | would like to reiterate this fact. | have found an

incredible education here at the University. Here are some highlights about the
University:

« Enrollment is up 9.5% this fall

» Alaska high school graduates are returning from outside to attend UA

» Private donations have increased 77%

» Student retention and graduation rates have increased
I would like to encourage you to support the University. The University is an important
part of Alaska’s future. | appreciate your time and hope that you will consider taking part
in funding the University and being involved in the future of Alaska.
Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,
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PHONE NO. : 9077662099 Apr. 04 2003 11:30AM P2

Lf Apr, io o 3

11! re: Executive Order 107 (EO 107)

Dear Mr. Chairman:
Please address House and Senate Committee Resolution Number one

(H&SCR No.l) to move it to the floor so that the legislature 1is able
to vote on it. Governor Murkowski®"*s EO 107 to combine the Alaska
Department of Fish and Game (ADFG) with the Department of Natural
Resources (DHR) 1is tantamount to attempting to combine protection
ofc”*nimals that Alaskans depend on with resource development,

iotli protection and development are important to Alaskans: we

hunt a-nd fish to feed our families and for recreation; and the
fishing industry has been important .to our economy for more than

a century. Alaska s gold, silver, copper, oil and gas and more

have each supported Alaska > economy over the same times.

How can one agency provide for both protection and development?
Alaska®™s wealth in fish and mammals requires expert personnel to
protect them. At the same time Alaska®s wealth 1in minerals, trees,
oil and gas requires expert personnel to develop them. If ADFG
and DNS are combined, there will be insufficient persnnel to
adquately manage both.

It would be a blow to Alaska®s economy to combine ADFG and
DHR, therefore we support Committee Resolution
Number One (H fcuSCBI? No. 1) and oppose Executive Order ,107
(EO 107). We urge a floor vote on H and SCR No.l. Piease report

it out of your “committee. (Ol «
<2er>issU ctuv”ciji— .
ConstariC'e G rf'ffith
P.G,
hlcin~s, A K <?992.7

qo'y-



FROM : Naomi Kerwin PHONE NO. : 9077662099 Apr. 04 2003 11:31AM P3

Dear Chairperson:

Please have (BO 107) removed as an executive order. The legislature needs to move
“House and Senate concurrent Resolution Number 1” out ofthe seven committees so that
the full House and Senate can vote on it.

The Alaska Fish and Game should not be moved to the Department of Natural Resources.
Their missions are not compatible. It would put fish and game at risk to no longer be able
to manage and protect the fish and game that are so important to out Jives and the
economy of Alaska.

Naomi Kerwin
P.O. Box 618
Haines, AK 99827
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To; Govermor Murkowski Fax; Cl/o (907) 443-2162
From: EmdILASIn Date:  04/03/03
Re: Longevity Bonus Pages. 1
CC; File
O Upot o MfWitoH O Please Comment O PhwoRyty O PodWReoc*
Y- » 4 A m m .
*Notes;

My liune isEnid Lincoln, member ofthe Native Village of White Mountain, mother of 8 and
grandmother of 6 . 1would like to speak to your proposal to cut the Longevity Bonus to our
Senior Citizens.

| would challenge the Governor to come to one of our village* in the Region and spend aweek
as our Riders dependent on (he Longevity Bonus spend their week.

An overwhelming majority of our Elders depend on a fixed income that takes care of their
food, shelter, heat and clothing. Often this Longevity Bonus Is the one piece of Income that
keeps our Elders warm or fed.

In some cases this income enables our Elders to pay someone to empty their honcybuckets,
chop their wood, and pack their water. In other cases their electricity would have to be
disconnected. In others their only means of communication with others in their community
and their loved ones outside their community - the telephone - would Hoe to be
disconnected.

Our Elders have worked their entire life for others and are now dependent for everything thffl
need from others. To take away their Longevity Bonus would grossly affect what little
independence they have in living out their ‘golden years.’

Governor Murkowski, come and live for one weak (7 days) as our Elders - dependant on the
Longevity Bonus - live.

01
paL
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reduction in the amount of money that Alaskan chantleswn ablo to raise. We also e that thegor tax
will ad flssulf 1 a SlgtllIFrmhncrease in taxrevenue to the fAlaska. Infact, we that %0
ideal net requirement will drive players away from pulltabs in such volume that fewer tax dollars will be collected
even with the new taxation rate.

The strongest markets in today’s charitable gaming industry are those that bllow for a high percentage of the
proceeds (78%-+) to he paid back to the player by way of prizes.

Additionally, experience teaches us that grogs proceed taxes, such as the proposed 5% Gross Proceeds Tax, cannot
be "added on" to the price ofpulltabs like other soles taxes. Instead the 3% Gross Proceeds Tax must be “paid™ by
reducing the charities net proceeds. As discussed above, increasing the Ideal Net (making the puUtab player pay
die price increase) cannot be relied upon to absorb the price increase because player participation will decease as the
cost to plHy pulltabs increases. Accordingly, the Charitie* will pay a significant portion of the 3% Gross Proceeds

Tax out of the Charities’Net Proceeds.
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Alaska State Legislature

Senate State Affairs

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
committee name

April 3, 2003

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
public hearing date

bill ¥ / subject

To out this program or reducei the amount
time i» another TAX to a select group! It: i0
not needed. The program is Belt limiting,We old-timers

will eoon be dead and gone!

If you want to save the state money than do as any large

oompany or ooporation doos»* Ub6 a peroentage*.c.ut
i.e. ALL DEPARTMENTS CUT.. At leat 10O “a”h year
until the out-go and in-flow are equal.

There is NO department that cannot re-adjust..
There are NO SACRED COWS.

Signed: R‘w’ BOGARP
Teitifler

MANY OLD-TIMERS OF ALASKA
Rtpteecntinjt (option*!)
Box Sterling,afc 99672

AddrstM
907-262-"985

Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3, 2003
bill #/ subject public hearing date

Signed;
Teitlfler

Reprejwrning (optional)

M o ?)
v Photwnumber'
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3,2003
bill #/ subject public hearing date

Signed:
Teitlfter

Repi*wnimg (qotacal)
XJh. .ty -——-- JjitL&fu*ry yXI-.k:mU zJL X 2-.

~ r-Zrh-X
Phone number
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Alaska State Legjislature

Please enter into the record my testimony tothe S fluata SfATrt
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Committee on "-dated V- 3"03
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Alaska State Legislature

Pl. ase enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name
Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3,2003
bill#/subject public hearing date

X-jrr-apdr:mo8t seniors, understand about having to cut budgets,
I would ask that all of you that are dealing with this issue
tell aeniors how you are cutting your income as you:ware asking

seniors to cut ours. Thinks about it.

We are older our health issues need more medical attention,
and those costa are rising, especially in prescription drugs.
Heating, electrical and living costs are also on the rise.

Many of our seniors are left alone, having lost their spouaes.
They find that what they are left with will not meat all the bill?

Thi3 only leaves theAiot being able to pay billa or eeek income
from other State programs.

It makes more sense to most of us that if we are able to survive
on our present income, and that we spend this money in this State,
that taking away the Longevity Bonus 1is not wise or responsible.

Thanks for including this in your testimony,

Signed
Testmcer

tuspreWTttmg (opaonw; n

| 1S | Il s
Phone number

» n"
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April 3, 2003

TO: Senate State Affairs Committee
Senator Gary Stevens, Chair

FR: Barbara A. Oleson
P.O. Box 6
Nome, AK 99762

RE: Testimony in Opposition to Senate Bill 117

I am in opposition of Senate Bill 117.

If today you cut the Longevity Bonus Program, what will you cut tomorrow? This
program becomes less expensive to the State each year, as Its participants are
dying off. Letthem enjoy dignity in their last years through your continued
support.

When my father realized what the medical expenses were doing, he got out of
retirement and back into private business. That even created employment for
others. My parents knew they did not want to move away from family and they
knew they couldn't cut back.

The State has cut back as far as it can. Now the State needs to start generating
income. lbelieve a State Income Tax to be the most fair. Any sales tax would
be regressive and lcould not support that. However, | believe there is two things
the legislature can do right away. First, impose a School Tax. You can decide if
that should be collected by the Dept, of Revenue through employers or from the
Permanent Fund Dividend from every man, woman, and child, or a combination
of both so you getthe people who work in-state, but live out-of-state. Second,
look at legalized gambling.

Please support continuation of the Longevity Bonus Program and begin the
process of creating a financially healthier State government and State economy.
Thank you.

01



LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE
119 N. CUSHMAN, SUITE 101
FAIRBANKS, AK 99701
452-4448

DATE: 3/)f103

Please accept the enclosed original(s) of written
testimony for the

.teleconference scheduled on
A copy of this testimony was
transm itted to your committee via fax

Thank you,
ofi_
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When the longevity bonus program was set up, it was
designed to "self destruct. Only pioneers who had been in
the state for 30 years or more and were living in the state
in 1959 were eligible for the longevity bonus. Eventually
we'd all die off and that would be the end of it.

Then some lawyer got the law changed so anyone over 60
years of age, who lived in Alaska for ONE year or more, was
eligible. Relatives from the Lower 48 moved to Alaska to
reap the benefits. Many hadn't lived in Alaska before and
never endured any pioneer hardships at all.

Now the state wants to penalize the pioneer residents and
others (mostly single women, some men) who are too old to
work and don't have enough money to live on and pay for
necessities of life.

Sad to say I've worked most of my life but was so busy just
surviving and caring for a family | didn't plan ahead. So, |
have no pension, no retirement, no IRA no 40IK, just my

social security, and annual permanent fund bonus, plus my

longevity.

I've worked most of my life, but never more than four
years on any one job; I've freelanced writing for 20 years,
also intermittently sell my watercolors. So I count on the
longevity to pay studio rent and whatever gifts | give my
children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren for Xmas/
birthdays,etc augmented by my social security (which pays
for perscriptions and travel primarily).

I was a widow for nine years and totally responsible for all
expenses for myself and family- housing, transportation,
food, clothing, medical care, taxes, etc. Even now | share
expenses with my present husband-especially for my own
children and sometimes travel.

PLEASE do NOT eliminate the LONGEVITY BONUS for us folks

past 70's & 80's who have lived in Alaska since before

1959. (I came to Fairbanks in 1928 at age 13 and have

lived in Alaska continually, except for four years during

WorldWarll, when | worked for Boeing Air in Seattle.)
Helen L Atkinson, Fairbanks, Alaska

GC6 |\ ps. fruzr



Please enter into the record my testimony to the _

Committee Name
Committee on 11 Dated ~'#Q
Bill/Subject
tS e £ /
/' X L acs'/ fs e z s iu a A r<, €< 2413 /£ i
“ftoy asik- tuaj
£ /! C c Ifliw £ j;y I s -ly sSd.4 O J~ <rr
N re . . .
6 7 0 aujtw [l aydw |?
-5 ) f£o#em <&s
SIGNED:
Testifier
& M /
Representing
X 21 /% & m  4/C 9 77 0 [

Address / Phone Number



Good afternoon, my name is Don Lee; Executive Director for
Denakkanaaga Inc, the regional native elder's organization for the
Doyon/TCC region. We have been in operation since 1982, providing
a variety of services to Elders for 20 years.

1300 Elders from District C will be negatively impacted, if the
proposed cut takes place.

The impact of cutting the Longevity Bonus program will be
devastating and traumatic for our Elders of the region.

Within the Doyon/TCC region, the proposed cut will impact at least
388 native Elders enrolled to Doyon, who are 72 years old or older,
of which 116 live in Fairbanks, 45 live in Anchorage, and 278 reside

in the rural communities of the Doyon/TCC region.

Most of these Elders live near the national poverty level even with the
longevity bonus. By deducting $250/month from their incomes, would
reduce their monthly income by 25-30% of their already
impoverished incomes. | think all of us would agree that a 25-30%
reduction in our incomes would dramatically impact our standard of
living. We ask you to consider what an even greater impact such a
reduction would have on elderly people who are already
impoverished. Is this fair? The loss of the longevity bonus will cause
serious financial hardship for all involved an even greater impact on
rural residents, considering the higher cost of living.

There are many good reasons not to reduce the income of Alaska's
"eldest" Elders. You have heard those reasons from others already,

throughout the state.

| would close by simply stating that Alaska's people have a solid
sense of fairness and what is right.  WE value the hard work and
pioneer spirit of our Alaskan Elders.  This part of the governor's
budget proposal does not reflect our Alaskan values. It's not fair; it's
not right, that's not the way we treat our Elders.
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Please enter into the record my testimony to the _
A | Committee Ramc

Committee on S3AB> 1L .Dated G ¢) 7m0 3)
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Please enter into the record my testimony to the 1A
ommittee Name
Committee on N1 Dated 3 bo/0.3
Bill / Subject

I am an 84 year old lady that came to Alaska June 24, 1944
aam now classed as legally blind. My husband was employed by
the Civel Service Administration (Federal Aviation Agency). He
worked 33 years with the Agency and retired here in Fairanks.

The longivety BONUS was started to keep the retired Seniors
from moving back to the states to spend their pay . The BONUS
would assist them to stay here in Alaska and spend their
retirement pay here. If the BONUS goes | am sure many of us will
have to leave Alaska regardless of how much we love our homes.

Think about how you would get reelected if we all are put out

to pasture in the states.

SIGNED:
Testifier

Representing
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Alaska State Legislature
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Semte State Affairs
committee name

Committee osi SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3, 2003
bill #/ subject public hearing date

What a slap in the face to the old timers in Alaska...all 18,000 of them. Icannot believe the
new governor would consider something like this. Would the governor, senators &
representatives in the state take a $250 per month cut?

Signed: Earl Miller
Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

33526 Johnsons Dr Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

262-2718
Phone number
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March 28,2003

Governor Frank Murkowksi
Alaska State Senators
Alaska State Representatives

Dear Gov. Murkowski and Alaska State Legislators,

The following people 60 and older on Kodiak Island oppose Governor Murkowksrs proposal to
eliminate the Longevity Bonus Program for Alaska seniors.

For many seniors who live on our island, the Longevity Bonus provides a safety net of income
that allows seniors to continue to live in our community. Seniors use the amount they receive,
whether it is $250 or $100 to pay for prescription drugs, rent, food, other staples as well as
contributions to charitable organizations and businesses. The Longevity Program is definitely an

incentive for seniors to remain in Alaska.

The safety nets that would remain in place if the Longevity Bonus Program was eliminated are
Medicaid or Public Assistance and the Choice Medicaid Waiver program for those who are
assessed to be needing nursing home care, but who opt to stay in their own homes and receive
home and community based care. For a senior whose income is over the Medicaid limit of
$1025 a month or who does not need nursing home care, there are no safety nets. A senior could
have only $15,000 a year as income and not meet the income or medical criteria of the safety net
programs mentioned by Governor Murkowksi. The additional $3,000 a year that a senior would
continue to receive form the Longevity Bonus Program would help assure that senior to continue

to live in our state and contribute to the economy.

Although we greatly appreciate Governor Murkowski's support for the continuation of Medicaid
and the Medicaid Waver Programs, as well as the home and community based, assisted living,
Pioneer Flomes, and other supportive programs for seniors, the Longevity Bonus continues to
meet the basic retirement needs of Alaska seniors. Thank you all for your consideration.
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March 28, 2003

Governor Frank Murkowksi
Alaska State Senators
Alaska State Representatives

Dear Gov. Murkowski and Alaska State Legislators,

The Senior Citizens of Kodiak, Inc. Board of Directors oppose Governor Murkowksi’s proposal
to eliminate the Longevity Bonus Program for Alaska seniors.

For many seniors who live on our island, the Longevity Bonus provides a safety net of income
that allows seniors to continue to live in our community. Seniors use the amount they receive,
whether it is $250 or $100 to pay for prescription drugs, rent, food, other staples as well as
contributions to charitable organizations and businesses. The Longevity Program is definitely an

incentive for seniors to remain in Alaska.

The safety nets that would remain in place if the Longevity Bonus Program was eliminated are
Medicaid or Public Assistance and the Choice Medicaid Waiver program for those who are
assessed to be needing nursing home care, but who opt to stay in their own homes and receive
home and community based care. For a senior whose income is over the Medicaid limit of
$1025 a month or who does not need nursing home care, there arc no safety nets. A senior could
have oily $15,000 a year as income and not meet the income or medical criteria of the safety net
programs mentioned by Governor Murkowksi. The additional $3,000 a year that a senior would
continue to receive form the Longevity Bonus Program would help assure that senior to continue

to live in our state and contribute to the economy.

Although we greatly appreciate Governor Murkowski’s support for the continuation of Medicaid
and the Medicaid Waver Programs, as well as the home and community based, assisted living.
Pioneer Homes, and other supportive programs for seniors, the Longevity Bonus continues to
meet d e basic retirement needs of Alaska seniors. Thank you all for your consideration.

Senior Citizens of Kod;ak, Inc. Board of Directors

vy Wi
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Please acceptthe enclosed original(s) of written testimony for
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A copy of this testimony was transm itted to your com m ittee via

fax on y -3 -Q3 & c¢/-LIr03,

Thank you
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs

committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3, 2003

bill #/ subject public hearing date

ly' andr.most seniors, understand about having to cut budgets,
I would ask that all of you that are dealing with this issue

tell

seniors how you are cutting your income as yourare asking

seniors to cut ours. Thinks about it.

We are older our health issues need more medical attention,
and those costs are rising, especially in prescription drugs.
Heating, electrical and living costs are also on the rise.

Many of our seniors are left alone, having lost their spouses.
They find that what they are left with will not meet all the bill?

Thi

only leaves theAiot being able to pay bills or seek income

frou other State programs.

It makes more sense to most of us that if we are able to survive
on our present income, and that we spend this money in this State,
that taking away the Longevity Bonus is not wise or responsible.

Thanks for including this in your testimony.

Signed

Qd

Testifier

Representing (opdmts) a

sn/al L

Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature
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Address y
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3, 2003
bill #/ subject public hearing date

Signed: iim
Testifier

Representing (optional)
<g N L 17 Jtertk CEry,pXiffri 2 f /e V-2-

Addrcas

Phone number



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3, 2003
bill #/ subject public hearing date
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Alaska State Legislature

Senate State Affairs

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
committee name

April 3, 2003

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
public hearing date

bill #/ subject

To cut this program or reduce i the amount
is j*st another TAX to a select group'. Tt is

time
not needed. The program is self limiting,Wo old-timers
will soon be dead and gone!

If you want to save the state money than do as any large

company or coporation doesj* UbS a percentage*cut

i.e. ALL DEPARTMENTS CUT.. At lest 10 ~;W h year

until the out-go and in-flow are equal.

There is NO department that cannot re-adjust..
There are NO SACRED COWS,

Signed:

Testifier
MANY OLDJTIMERS OF ALASKA

Representing (optional)
Box 1401* Sterling,ak 99672

Address
907-262-1*985

Phone number



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3, 2003
bill #/ subject public hearing date

Representing (optional)

Address

ANola - M Ty
Phone number



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3, 2003
bill #/ subject public hearing date
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April 8, 2003 Janet B. Girard
1245 Scatwood Drive
Re: Longevity Bonus W asilla

Alaska 99654
Dear Governor MurkowsKki:

Yes Governor tlurkouiski, | am sure all of us eldest seniors,
the ones on the longevity bonus, would be happy to lead Alaska in
an Bffort to righr. Alaska’s financial problems and would like to

share the load—if we possibly could, But despite our age we
still have the urge for self-preservation and many of us are
still endeavoring to give worthwhile service to our communities
and families. We are not dunderheads only to be patted on the
head and bw expected to willingly walk the plank to an early
death. Despite being conscientious when it comes to our health
care—eating correctly, exercising, including being active in the
community, for those who still can, and doing all to maintain
mental acuity our bodies still continue to degenerate. W ith

this normal aging process we often need medications that are very
costly and difficult to afford without help. We deserve the

opportunity to fulfill our lives without having to commit
suicide.
Many of us cannot qualify for Medicaid Cwhich still is at

least partly paid by the state), but yet the exorbitant cost of
medicine today makes our survival questionable. Without the
longevity bonus, many of us will not be ablB to make it. It is
that vital to us.

Do you really feel that the eldest of Alaskan seniorsCage
72-onward) are so unimportant and useless that you are willing to
sacrifice us for thB extra money Alaska nBeds, causing us great
hardship, and in soms cases great pain and needless death for
lack of medication or food? Surely there must be another mare
humane way to scare up the bucks.

Many of our oldest seniors have been the pioneers of Alaska
and have given much to the state. The already aging children of
these seniors would find it hard to replace the loss of the
longevity bonus to their parents. Their younger descendants
would be just starting out with their own hBavy expenses. What
you do to us impacts the lives of many others as well.

Can’t we at least end our years in a productive way as long
as possible and with dignity? Please don’t ask us to die sooner
than we need to. We are still worthwhile citizens but most of us
unfortunately are unable to bear anymore loads, no matter how
much we would like to, and now wb ourselves are in need of a
helping hand. We have given to Alaska—now we need your help.
Please don’t condemn us to this catastrophe. PleasB keep the
longevity bonus. We and our families will be eternally grateful.

Sincerely yours,
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Senator Gary Stevens

Chair Senate State Affairs Committee
State Capitol Room 417

Juneau, Alaska 99801

March 27,2003
RE: HB 158 and SB 117

Senator Stevens

Some twenty plus years ago, the State Legislature passed a bill creating the
Longevity Bonus. And in 1994 they realized the rising costs to the state as additional
enrollees were added. Sean Parnell authored a bill to modify the program by means of
sun setting the enrollment. No new Alaskan seniors have joined the program since 1997.
The seniors that are receiving this bonus, for the most part are on very fixed incomes and
after 20 or more years on the program have grown to depend on it as part as their monthly
budgets. We are not physically able to seek employment to replace this monthly
allotment. We are proud and do not feel that the longevity bonus is like welfare, it is a
show of support and recognition for our part in the growth of Alaska, before and since
Statehood. The Longevity Bonus SAVES US from having to resort to welfare

I need some one to explain to me how you can take 47 million from the hands of
Alaskan Citizens, and not affect the economy. Bang! One fell swoop, and then replace
that money in some way that will return that same amount of money back into our
everyday economy, without having some severe everyday impact on how people conduct
their lives before the elimination of the bonus. The loss of funds to this group does not
only affect the seniors but impacts any small business that the recipient spends his or her
money. This is truly ugly trickle-down to the gas stations, grocery stores, clothing stores
drug stores etc. Our budget items are not for frills but for actual living expenses. This is
a monthly shot of 47 million yearly into the cash flow ofthe state. Not only are you
asking the seniors to sacrifice, you are negatively impacting the veiy people who cater to
them for their retail business. | am referring to that group of citizens, the seniors who
have been receiving the Longevity Bonus since it’s inception. They became eligible for
this benefit mainly for their contribution to Alaska and remaining here instead of leaving.

I believe | am now being told by the newly elected Governor and Legislature that
I am going to have to sacrifice more to continue to live in the place where | have made
my home for the last fifty-three years. | never asked to have this entitlement but it came
to be a reality and now | am being told that | must give up this important part of my
retirement income, just because these same elected officials have not acted fiscally
responsible in the past. They have not faithfully and prudently budgeted for the future.
Now | must pay the price ifl am going to remain here.

The Longevity Bonus was a promise made to us, and when the program was sun
set, | felt doubly promised. Those that were enrolled in the program felt very secure that



the program would continue for them until they died. Every year, the impact of the
program is smaller to the state as our seniors age and pass on. | would like to suggest
that before you take away our program, you consider funding the Longevity program
from the income of the Permanent Fund prior to allocating for the PFD. This way all
Alaskans can share in the “sacrifice” notjust us senior citizens. Most PFD money is
spent for extra’s, a vacation, special “toys” or to pay down bills. The senior citizens use
their longevity to SURVIVE.

Please consider that a large portion of active senior citizens, at least in Anchorage,
volunteer countless hours a year to non-profits, the school district, hospitals, the museum
just to name a few places. Ifyou force us to leave the state because we can no longer
afford to live here, who will do that work and at what cost.”?

Please remember: A promise made is a debt unpaid.

James “Hank” Langman
3921 Astro Circle
Anchorage, AK 99517

Cc: Senator Hollis French
State Capitol - Room 504
Juneau, AK 99801

Senator Ethan Berkowitz
State Capitol-Room 404
Juneau, AK 99801
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Frank L. Birard
1245 Scctwood Drive

Longbvity bomuvs

Dear Governor Murkawski:

We read your article in the Dailu News of March 24 and your
letter to me of March 25.

Many years ago, | started receiving the longevity bonus CLB) that
was a godsend then and now even more so. Without it my wife and |
would lose our home or starve. We are not amused by your argument
that since there are 20,000 post-1996 seniors who don’t get the
bonus we should give up ours. "It is unfair to have two classes
of senior citizens."” lInequity between two classes is the rule and
not an exception. Consider the difference between the vast
majority of seniors and retired successful politicians. We
understand that your retirement income will be in the five
figures per month at tax-payers’ expense. We trust that you will
gladly donate a large chunk of your lavish retirement income for
"education, public safety and safe transportation systems" that
you state in your letter we must give up our LB for.

One could Just as well argue that the 20,000 not on the LB
program should be put on it to alleviate the unfairness. If we
lose the LB, it will not hBlp those currently not receiving it to

any noticeable degree.

All LB receivers are now at least well into their 70s. Those
seniors not on the LB program didn’t enter the state early enough
or didn’t reach 65 soon enough. Therefore the seniors not getting
the LB are younger than those receiving the LB or are recent
entrants to Alaska, hardly to be considered Alaska pioneers.
There is no question that the older one becomes, on average, the
more one’s health deteriorates. With failing health comes higher
expenses of many kinds, some crushing. Therefore, this older
group of seniors getting the LB are, in general, in greater need
of it than the younger group not getting the LB.

We think it’s appalling that to help make up state financial
shortages you target the most helpless of Alaska's citizens—the
18,000 oldest and sickest of any age group. Perhaps you imagine



that their votes are of little consequence and that many of them
are too senile to fight you anyuiay. | assure you that large
numbers of us not only have all our marbles but have even larger
numbers of friends and relatives who also vote and have long
memgries |

Are you sure, Governor Murkouski, that your fiscal policies for
Alaska are not driven by the same political motives that drive
your man, Bush? Among these are super tax cuts and other
financial advantages for the wealthy, the special interests while
help for the less fortunate is lacking.

If the state’s finances are really so bad that beleaguered
seniors are asked to sacrifice, then tax church property.
Exempting religion from its fair share of public expense, which
the rest of us must make up, violates the First Amendment,
separation of church and state. Individual parishioners will not
starve or lose thBir homes if their church is taxed. Another
option is a state lottery, Why not? Many states already do this.

We are sure you are reasonable, Governor, Murkowski, and that you
will reconsider your determination to eliminate the LB.

Sincerely,
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