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S e n a to r  Robin T ay lo r
C h air, S e n a t e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m itte e
S t a t e  C ap ito l

J u n e a u , AK  9 9 8 0 1

D e a r  S e n a to r  T ay lo r:

W e a r e  o p p o se d  to  t h e  p ro p o se d  su d d e n  e lim in a tio n o f  \ \\e  A lask a  L o ngev ity  
Bonus. S e n io rs  all o v e r  A lask a  h a v e  in c lu d ed  th i s  incom e in t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  

~"~5udgets. To c u t  th i s  s o u rc e  o f  fu n d in g  to  th e m  w ould h a v e  d is ru p t iv e  

e f f e c t s  on  th e m  an d  t h e  local b u s in e s s e s  th e y  p a tro n iz e . I t  u n fa ir ly  t a r g e t s  

one g ro u p  o f  A lask an s  f o r  up to  $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0  p e r  p e rs o n  p e r  y e a r  c u t  in t h e i r  
incom e. O th e r  b u d g e ta r y  p ro p o sa ls  su c h  a s  t h e  $ 1 0 .0 0  p e r  s tu d d e d  t i r e  f e e  

o r  t h e  b u s in e s s  license  in crea ses , o r  ev e n  t h e  te n  c e n t  p e r  gaf 'o n  g aso lin e  

t a x  a r e  m inim al c o m p a re d  to  th i s  p ro p o sa l.

W e reco m m en d  t h e  L o n g ev ity  P ro g ram  b e  allow ed  to  '’un i t s  c o u rs e  a s  

p ro m ised .

Cc: Rep. C h ery l H e in z e  S in c e re ly  y o u rs ,

S en . Jo h n n y  Ellis

(Zep P a u l Sea.i~oA] 
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M a rc h  3 0 ,  2 0 0 3

T h e  H o n o ra b le  G a ry  S te v en s
A la s k a  S ta te  S e n a to r , D is t r ic t  R
C h a ir , S en a te  S ta te  A f fa i r s  C om m it te e
R o o m  4 1 7
S ta te  C a p ito l
Ju n e au , A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a to r  S te v en s :

A t th e  2 0 0 3  S p r in g  S ta ted  M e e t in g  o f  th e  P re s b y te ry  o f  A Jaska , h e ld  o n  M a rc h  21  - 2 3 ,  2 0 0 3  in 
Y a k u ta t , A la s k a , th e  P re s b y te ry  v o te d  to  e n d o rs e  th e  e n c lo s e d  re s o lu t io n  e xp re s s in g  
o p p o s it io n  t o  e f fo r t s  t o  re p e a l o r  re d u c e  th e  c u rre n t A la s k a  L o n g e v i ty  B o n u s  P ro g ra m . T h e  
re s o lu t io n  a ls o  u rg e s  s u p p o r t , i f  n eed ed  t o  re s o lv e  th e  s ta te ’ s f is c a l g a p , f o r  o n ly  th o s e  fis c a l 
m ea su re s  w h ich  h a v e  a  p ro g re s s iv e  im p ac t. In c lu d e d  w ith  th e  P re s b y te ry ’ s a d o p t io n  o f  th is 
r e s o lu t io n  w as  a  re q u e s t th a t th e  P re s b y te ry ’ s c le rk  tra n sm it th is  re s o lu t io n  t o  th e  a p p ro p r ia te  
m em be rs  o f  th e  A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re . T h is  w o u ld  c e rta in ly  in c lu d e  y o u r s e l f  s ince any  
a c t io n s  o n  th is  m a tte r  w h ich  a re  t o  b e c om e  law  w i l l be c o n s id e re d  b y  th e  S en a te  S ta te  A f fa ir s

O n  b e h a lf  o f  th e  P re s b y te ry , w h ich  is  m ad e  up  o f  15 P re sb y te r ia n  ch u rch e s  f r o m  M e t la k a t la  
an d  K e tc h ik a n  t o  th e  s o u th  and  Y a k u ta t  t o  th e  n o r th , I  s in c e re ly  e n c o u ra g e  y o u  t o  re ad  th is  
r e s o lu t io n  and h o p e  th a t y o u  w i l l c o n s id e r  th e se  p o s it io n s  w h en  th e  S ta te  A f fa i r s  C om m it te e , 
o r  th e  S en a te  a s  a  w h o le , a c ts  o n  p ro p o s a ls  w h ich  c o u ld  le a d  t o  th e  te rm in a t io n  o f  th e  
L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  p ro g ram .

C om m itte e .

S in c e re ly ,

E ld e r  G u y  W a r re n  
S ta te d  C le rk
P r e s b y t e r y  o f  A l a s k a



P r e s b y t e r y  o f  A l a s k a  
A l a s k a n  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  R e s o l u t i o n

Whereas, m an y  A la s k a n s , e s p e c ia lly  in  ru ra l p a rts  o f  A la s k a , liv e  a t th e  sub ­
p o v e r ty  le v e l and  h a v e  th e  A la s k a n  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P ro g ra m  a s  th e ir  o n ly  
re g u la r  s o u rc e  o f  m o n e y  to  add  t o  th e ir  m e a g e r in c om e s ; and

Whereas, th e  A la s k a n  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P ro g ra m  is a lre a d y  s t ru c tu red  to  
n a tu ra lly  e n d ; and

Whereas, e lim in a t io n  o f  th e  A la s k a n  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  P ro g ra m  p la c e s  a 
d is p ro p o r t io n a te  sh a re  o f  c lo s in g  A la s k a ’ s f is c a l g ap  o n  a  sm a ll g ro u p  o f  
re s id en ts .

Now, therefore, be it resolved; that the Presbytery of Alaska, meeting on 
March 21-23, 2003 in Yakutat, Alaska

- Opposes any repeal or reduction of the Alaskan Longevity Bonus 
Program

- Urges Alaskan Lawmakers and Governor, to implement, if 
necessary, only fiscal measures which have a progressive impact.
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Fax.

3/24/03

Senator Robert Taytor 
Fax, #907 465 3922

Dear Senator,

This is in reference to H.B. 158 and S B117.1 have lived in our State since 
1941 and also voted for Gov. Murkowski at all of his elections. However I am not 
in favor of the above and believe that Gov. Murkowski is not being fair to our 
Senior population. Hopefully these Bills can be stopped.

You may contact me at PH.907 243 4901 or Fax. 907 243 4907.

Thank you & Regards,

Dennis Branham 
Box 190184
Anchorage, Ak. 99519 

Copy
Sen. Hollis French 907 465 659^

\Rep. Ethan Berkowski 907 465 2137
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Sen. Robin Taylor, Chairman 
Senate State Affairs Committee 
3tate CaFitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99601

Dear S6n. Taylor:

I am one of those seniors affected by the Longevity 3onus. I have 
lived in Alaska -for fifty three years and if it means helping this 
Stats I am willing to give up the monthly stipend.

X would be interested in knowing how many of the seniors presently 
receiving this stipend would have actually qualified under the 
original plan but who thanks to Ron Zobel were made eligible?

I would just like to 3ee government— Democrat or Republican do for 
the Stats what is needed instead of making a political 
of something that shouldn't have happened in the first

lam from a generation who knows there is no free lunch 
just be tharfcful fbr the years we have received to the 
of all other non-qualifying, old needy seniors the

Very truly yours,

cc: Rep. Ethan Berkowittz
Sen. Hollis French

issue out 
place.

so let us 
exclusion 
"free lunch"*
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3 3 3 9  W en tw o rth  
A nchorage, AK. 9 9 5 0 8
9 0 7 -2 7 4 -4 7 6 1  
M arch  26 , 2 0 0 3

S e n a to r  Robin Taylor
C hair, S e n a te  S ta t e  A ffa ir s  C om m ittee
S ta t e  Capitol
Ju n eau , A K 99801

D ear S e n a to r  Taylor:

W e a r e  opposed  to  th e  p roposed  sudden  elim ination o f  th e  A laska lo n g ev ity  
Bonus. S e n io rs  all over A laska have included th is  income in th e i r  re tire m e n t 
b u d g e ts . To c u t  th is  so u rce  o f  funding to  th e m  would have d isru p tiv e  
e f f e c t s  on th e m  and th e  local b u s in esses  th e y  pa tro n ize . I t  un fa irly  t a r g e t s  
one group  o f  A laskans fo r  up to  $ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0  p e r  person  p e r  y e a r  c u t  in th e i r  
income. O th e r  b u d g e ta ry  p roposa ls  such  as  th e  $ 1 0 .0 0  p e r  s tu d d e d  t i r e  f e e  
o r  th e  b u s in ess  license in c reases , o r  even th e  te n  c e n t  p e r  gallon gasoline 
ta x  a r e  minimal com pared  to  th is  proposal.

W e recom m end th e  Longevity Program  b e  allowed to  run i t s  co u rse  as 
prom ised.

Cc: Rep. C heryl H einze S in ce re lv  vours
Sen. Jo h n n y  Ellis

M uriel R ichardson

" K s - t -  a H



sues

[Fwd: House Bill 158/Sena.« Bill 117]

Subject: [Fwd: House Bill 158/Senate Bill 117]
Date: S a t, 29 M a r  2003 13:13:22 -0900

From: R e p re s e n ta t iv e  E th a n  B e rk o w it z  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ E th a n _ B e rk o w itz@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s >  
To: A m y  C o f fm a n  < A m y _ C o f fm a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s >

Subject: House Bill 158/Senate Bill 117 
Date: T u e , 2 5  M a r  2 0 0 3  1 5 :2 9 :4 8  - 0 9 0 0  

From: "S u e  B ro w n "  < s u e b ro w n 2@ w o r ld n e t .a t t .n e t>
To: < S e n a to r_ R o b in _ T a y lo r@ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s >

C C :  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ E th a n _ B e rk o w itz@ le g is .s ta t e .a k .u s >

This email is  to express my strong opposition to Governor Murkowski’s proposal to eliminate the Longevity 
. Bonus in House B ill 158 and it’s  companion measure, Senate Bill 117.

My uncle, a recipient of the Longevity Bonus, has been a resident of A laska since 1945, residing in 
Anchorage for the past 55 years. As a business owner for over 40 years, through his involvement in politics 
and his untiring efforts and countless hours of donated time to community service, he has made significant 
contributions to Anchorage and the state. He is  now 91 years of age, in declining health and suffering from 
dementia. H is w ish is to die in the state he ca lls home and dearly loves, Alaska. However, it is becoming 
increasing ly apparent that Alaska, certainly Governor Murkowski, views the elderly as a burden.

As h is niece and primary caregiver, I am appalled at the enormous obstacles facing the elderly in Alaska. My 
perception is a total lack of care and concern. Obtaining basic medical care is extremely difficult at best, 
im possib le at worst, as the elderly in Anchorage are literally abandoned by physicians who refuse to treat 
Medicare patients. In fact, my uncle currently has NO physician and not one of the 57 physicians listed as 
accepting Medicare would accept him after h is physician left the state in September. Th is is a fact, I called 
them all. Now, Governor Murkowski fee ls the need to eliminate the Longevity Bonus. First, make health care 
scarce and difficult for anyone enrolled in Medicare, then hit the same fo lks in the pocketbook. A  double 
whammy. It’s  shameful. A  disgrace.

Prescription costs are staggering and skilled respite care is extremely expensive. My uncle planned 
financially fo r his retirement, however, it is still a "fixed” income and the Longevity Bonus is part of that 
income. He counted on it. A laska promised it to him. And it helps enormously with the high costs associated 
with aging.

As a taxpayer, my uncle has contributed to Governor Murkowski’s huge government pension fund for many 
years. I suggest Governor Murkowski now do the right thing and leave the Longevity Bonus alone. Failure
to do so sends a clear message to the elderly and those who care for them Alaska doesn't need you here
and A laska doesn't want you here.

Sue Brown

o f I 4/1/2003 3:08 PM

mailto:Representative_Ethan_Berkowitz@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Amy_Coffman@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:suebrown2@worldnet.att.net
mailto:Senator_Robin_Taylor@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Ethan_Berkowitz@legis.state.ak.us
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MAR 2 5 2003

A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the House State Affairs 
.com m ittee name ~

Committee on HB 158 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
bill # /  subject

3-25-03

G 'X to J b '/a T 'c Z  ffS iG  y

S ig n e d :

Representing (optional)

Phone number

10 39Vd dni:h n 3ins3i T689-Z9Z-Z.06 L b W Z  £00Z/SZ/£0
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March 25,2003

Senator Robin Taylor MAR 2 5  W O:

Chairman o f  the Committee 
Alaska State Affairs Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, AK 99801

The Honorable Senator Taylor

Written public testimony in the matter o f  House Bill 158 and Senate Bill 117

Please accept the following comments to be entered into the record as opposition to the 
above mention legislation by:

Richard and Patricia Garvin 
2822 Knik Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99517

I have been a resident o f  Alaska June 1942-2003.1 have lived and worked in Juneau, 
Fairbanks and now reside in Anchorage except for a period o f November 11,1944  
through November 11, 1946.1 served in South Pacific with the 4 l bi Infantry Division and 
attended Seattle University before returning to Anchorage, Alaska in April 1953 with 
Mrs. Patricia Garvin.

Alaska is our home and truly hope we will be able to stay in Alaska for the rest o f  our 
lives as we have planned. I am 76 years o f age, still working full time and contributing 
member o f  our community and state. We are counting on the Longevity Bonus as an 
important part o f  our retirement plan, if  we ever can retire. Please do the math. The 
money does not leave Alaska, nor does our salary, investment returns and savings. It all 
stays here and ripples through state economies.

We own a home, pay taxes, spend our income here and enjoy the fruits o f  Alaska. Please 
know that we have not missed voting since becoming 21, that’s 55 years o f  voting we 
also care about our state as you and your hard working committee.

Senator Taylor and committee members consider the promise by our state to seniors; a 
person’s word has always been our way in Alaska. About the Longevity Bonus and the 
budget? Well, it is a self-solving problem. Please just give a little time.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

R i c h a r d  H .  G a r v i n P a t r i c i a  M .  G a r v i n

TOTAL P.01
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T o : S e n a t o r  R o b in  T a y lo r  F a x  N o :9 0 7 ‘ 4 6 5 - 3 9 2 2

C h a ir o f  th e  C o m m it te e , S e n a te  S t a t e  A f fa i r s  

A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g is la tu re  

F ro m : A lf r e d  a n d  V irg in ia  A u g e s ta d  F a x  N o : 9 0 7 - 2 7 6 - 1 5 6 0

P h o n e : 9 0 7 - 2 7 2 - 0 3 8 0

SU B JEC T : L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  D a t e :  M a rc h  2 5 , 2 0 0 3

U RG EN T ! U RG EN T ! U RG EN T !

W e  g r e a t ly  o p p o s e  G o v e rn o r  M u r k o w s k i ; $ a c t io n  t o  e lim in a te  th e  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  in  H B  1 5 8 ,  

' a n d  c o m p a n io n  m e a s u re  in  th e  S e n a te  u n d e r  S e n a te  B i ll ]  1 7 .

A s to n g - f i rn e  re s id e n ts  th e  e lim in a t io n  o f  th e  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  w i l l  p o s e  a  h a rd s h ip  t o  o u r  

c o n t in u e d  liv in g  in  A la s k a , s in ce  o u r  in v e s tm e n t  e a rn in g s  h a v e  d e c lin e d  w h i le  o w  h e a lt h  c a re  

c o s ts  h a v e  in c re a s e d . W e  a ls o  f e e l  t h e  L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  w a s  a  p ro m is e  a n d  t o  e lim in a te  i t  n o w  

w o u ld  b e  u n fa i r  a n d  u n ju s t .

A la s k a  h a s  b e e n  o u r  h o m e  f o r  o v e r  4 5  y e a r s ,  a n d  w e  u rg e  y o u  a n d  y o u r  c o m m it t e e  t o  p ro te c t  

th is  p r o g r a m  o n  o u r  b e h a l f  a n d  f o r  a l l  s e n io r s  in  A la s k a  w h o  n o w  r e c e iv e  m o n ie s  u n d e r  th is  

p r o g r a m . S u r e ly  G o v e rn o r  M u rk o w s k i  c a n  f in d  a  b e t t e r  s o u rc e  th a n  th e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  t o  

re d u c e  fu n d s .

5 ')nnr'

A lf r e d  a n d  V irg in ia  A u g e s ta d  

H 3 9  V irg in ia  C o u r t  

* ■ » *  1 M I  -

C o p y  S e n a t o r  H o llis  F re n c h  - F a x  9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 6 5 9 5

R e p re s e n a f iv e  E th a n  B e r k o w i t z  -  F a x  9 0 7 - 4 6 5 - 2 1 3 7
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3-25-2003

Senator Robin Taylor »n 9 fi 200$
Chairman State A ffa irs  Committee W W
State o f Alaska

Dear Senator Taylor,

I  would lik e  to re g iste r my protest for the proposition to eliminate 
the Longevity Bonus by KB 158.

I  think i t  is  e n tire ly  unfair to these seniors to have such funds eliminated. 
Many o f thesepeople depend on these funds to enable them to stay in Alaska, 
hopefully in  their homes and most often near th eir fa m ilie s.

By residing here their other funds including so cia l secu rity  and 
retirement funds are spent here and contributeto the lo c a l economy.

This program i s  already being phased out. I t  should not be a target of 
the government for source of funds. I t  was not established to be 
a r b it r a r ily  canceled. This would negatively e ffe ct the Senior population 
that i s  being phased our by a ttr it io n  already.

I  request th is le g is la tio n  not be enacted. The Senior group of people 
adds much to the s t a b ilit y  of the State, i t ' s  welfare and fam ily 
sta b ila tio n .

S i nrvareO v .

bu^cumtr \~tri-a!iw
1971 Wildwood Ln. 
Anchorage, Ak. 99517

cc: Senator Hollis French
Representative Ethan Berkowitz 
Govenor Frank Murkowski
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3-25-03

Senator Robin Taylor MAR 2  5 :2 m
Chairman Stare A rfa irs  Committee 
State o f Alaska

Dear Senator Taylor,

I  would lik e  to reg iste r ny protest for the proposition to elim inate 
the Longevity Bonus in  HB 158.

I  think i t  is  e n tire ly  unfair to these seniors to have such funds 
eliminated. Many o f these people defcpend on these funds to enable 
them to stay in  Alaska. I  don't fe e l i t  i s  fa ir  to target the seniors 
on th is  program to balance the statewide budget. The budget e ffe cts  
a l l  Alaskans and i t  i s  inequitable to target a p a tricu la t group to help 
accomplish th is .

Removing these funds would ce rta in ly  adversly e ffe ct many of the Seniors 
and cause much hardship in  many cases. I  don't fe e l welfare type funds 
should be a substitute for the senior program. Welfare adversly 
e ffe cts  the dignity of thoses on a fixed income and would negatively 
e ffe ct th e ir q u ality  o f l i f e .

These funds were a promise made to the recip ien ts. This program is  
already being phased cut so why should i t  be cut o ff  at th is  point .

I  strongly recommend th is le g isla tio n  not be passed.

Robert B. Smith 
2013 Wildwood Ln.
Anchorage, Ak. 99517

CC: Senator H o llis  French
Repreentative Ethan Berkowitz 
Govenor Frank Murkowski

q I  ( j ( ?  -  C e  * - (  ^
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Fax to  S e n a to r  R o b in  T a y lo r  90? > i65-3922
C h a ir t Sen a te  S t a t e  A f f a ir e  Com m ittee

Re S e n a te  B i l l  11?

Many c i t i e s  encourage o ld e r  p eo p le  to  s e t t l e  in  

t h e i r  s t a t e .  R e t ir e d  p eo p le  do not r e q u ir e

s c h o o ls  and many o th e r s e r v ic e s .  They b r in g  t h e i r

r e t ir e m e n t  fu n d s in t o  th e  com munity where i t  i s

c i r c u l a t e d ,  /lo n g e v ity  payments encourage s e n io r s

to  re m a in  i n  A la sk a  t h e i r  home where t h e i r  fu n ds

a r e  s p e n t. H a vin g  p a re n ts  and g ra n d p a re n ts n e a r

c o n t r ib u t e s  t o  th e s t a b i l i t y  o f  A la sk a  f a m i l i e s .

We b e lie v e  S e n a te  B i l l  117 and House B i l l  158 a re

i l l  a d v is e d .

y & A / '  c o ,
R o b e rt  E . R e n k e rt pax ( 907 ) 2 7 7 - 035^
1225 S S t r e e t ,  Anohorage 99501 
M ild r e d  W. R e n k e rt

c c  S e n a to r H o l l i s  Fren ch  Fax \

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  E th a n  B erk o w itz Fax (9 0 ? J '-^6 5 -5 ;l'3 ?

C
O



1822 Forest Park Drive 
Anchorage, Alaska 99517

L a r r y  &  A r d e l l e  O s e n g a

March 24 2003

Senator Robin Taylor 
Stale Capitol 
Juneau. Alaska 99801

Dear Senator Taylor:

Please be advised that we are opposed to Governor Murkowski's effort to eliminate our Longevity 
Bonus program for the following reasons:

We are retired and have no health insurance. I am sure there are many other senior citizens in our 
position. This seems like the last place to cut costs.Thc extra money helps us pay for our prescriptions 
and other medical costs.

To us, it seems foolish to take away a benefit from older Alaskans, that is slowly dying and will self 
destruct in five or six years.

Please do all in your power to defeat HB 158 and SB 117

Ardelle J. Osenga

cc; Senator Hollis French
Representative Ethan Berkowitz
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IlAROR 28, 2003

SENATOR ROBIN TAILOR*

TO WHOM IT  KAY CONCERN l

I f  our Longevity Bonus i s  taken away from us i t  ■would force my wife &

I  to s e l l  everything & move out of Alaska*

E,R,Ketterer -  55 plus years in  Alaska, 

d a n ces Ketterer -  52 plus years in  Alaska,

SINCERELY YOURS 
£,R.KETTERER 
3909 Turnagain Blvd., 
Anchorage, AK, 99517

P,S .
’vail Fax Copy to SENATOR HOLLIS FRENCH &  REPRESENTATIVE EATHAN BSRKD^TZ.
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2 9 0 4  W. 3 4 th S t r e e t  
A nchorage, AK 99517  
M arch  2 6 ,2 0 0 3

S e n a to r  Robin Taylor
C hair, S e n a te  S ta t e  A ffa ir s  C om m ittee
Ju n eau , AK 99801

D ear S e n a to r  Taylor;

I  am  opposed  to  th e  p roposed  sudden  elim ination o f  th e  A laska Longevity 
Bonus. S en io rs  all over A laska have included th is  income in th e i r  re t i re m e n t 
b u d g e ts . To c u t th is  so u rce  o f  funding to  th em  would have d is ru p tiv e  
e f f e c t s  on th e m  a s  a  whole, a s  well a s  me personally , and th e  local bu sin esses  
th e y  p a tro n ize , i t  u n fa irly  ta r g e t s  one group o f  A laskans f o r  up to  
$ 3 ,0 0 0 .0 0  p e r  person  p e r y e a r  c u t in th e i r  income. O th e r  b u d g e ta ry  
proposals such  a s  th e  te n  do llar p e r  s tu d d e d  t i r e  f e e  o r th e  busin ess  license 
in c re a se s , o r  even th e  ten  c e n t  p e r  gallon gasoline ta x  a r e  minimal com pared 
to  th is  proposal. T he b u d g e t c u ts  should be  sp re a d  m ore widely, n o t fee 
m ade on th e  b ack s  o f  th e  sen io rs  who b u ilt th e  s ta t e .

I  recom m end th e  Longevity Program  b e  allow ed to  run  i t s  co u rse  a s  
prom ised.

Cc: S e n a to r  Hollis F rench  S in ce re ly  yours,

Rep. E th an  B erkow itz  I r e n e  S te w a r t



FROM : SECRET PR I flL&CGPY CENTER__________FRX NO. : 9072796626 Mar. 26 2003 02:45PM PI

Subj: Senate BH1117
Date: ‘3/26/03 12:33:02 PM Alaskan Standard Time
From: Seniorstar22 q- ^

The Longevity bonus is'vllal to older Alaskans. Maybe not all -  but a substantial number of the elderly rely on this to 
supplement their income. Do not eliminate It - could be determined by need - as upper Income Alaskans certainly do not need 
or depend on it.' Elders deserve a quality of life that makes old age bearable. You will be there someday, God willing. 
Sincerely, Mary Kathleen Bidawski, 2137 Arctic Circle, Anchorage, Alaska - “ 3517. AgfrBO years, 5 months. Alaskan since 
1946. ■ ••

'  • V • v

\ .

Vk&WYUx, M t i t *  » ,  2 S C J  Limnc* O o t V w ; » W o r t t t j 4 j  f * O T  1
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March 25, 2003

S e n a t o r  R o b i n  T a y l o r  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1

Re :  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 1 7

A  f r i e n d  t o o  m e  n a m e d  S o p h o c l e s  w r o t e :

W i s e  t h o u g h  h i s  p l a n s  ar e ,  
a r t f u l  b e y o n d  a l l  d r e a m i n g .
T h e y  c a r r y  h i m  b o t h  t o  e v i l  a n d  t o  g o o d .

I f  o n e  c a n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  p a s t ,  o n e  c a n ' t  k n o w  t h e  e v i l  h e  m a y  
do. I w o r k e d  u n d e r  E g a n  a n d  n o w  I k n o w  h o w  t o  b a l a n c e  b u d g e t s .
I t  is n o t  o n  t h e  b a c k s  o f  s m a l l  b u s i n e s s  a n d  r e t i r e d  p e o p l e  n o  

l o n g e r  w o r k i n g .

M y  s a l a r y  i n  t h o s e  d a y s  w a s  $ 9 0 0  a m o n t h .  I n  t h e  s e v e n t i e s  
t h a t  o f f i c e  w a s  f i v e  t i m e s  h i g h e r ,  i n  t h e  e i g h t i e s  i t  w a s  s e v e n  
t i m e s  h i g h e r ,  a n d  n o w  i t  i s  m o r e  t h a n  t e n  t i m e s  h i g h e r .  A s  y o u  
c a n  s e e  t h a t  w a s  a d i f f e r e n t  t i m e  a n d  a i n c r e d i b l y  m o r e  f r i e n d l y  

p l a c e .

Y o u  s e e  h e r e  g o v e r n m e n t  is t h e  l a r g e s t  i n d u s t r y  a n d  w h e n  i t s  
in t r o u b l e  p e o p l e  a r e  t o o .  B u t  w i t h  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t s  s a l a r y  b a s e  
i t  is t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  s h o u l d  t a k e  t h e  h i t  n o t  i t s  p e o p l e .

O u r  b u d g e t  i s  $ 1 2 0 0  d o l l a r s  p e r  m o n t h  w h i c h  i n c l u d e s  o n e  
c h e c k  f o r  $ 2 5 0  d o l l a r s  t h e  o t h e r  $ 2 5 0  c h e c k s  g o e s  f o r  i n s u r a n c e ,  
ga s ,  r e p a i r s ,  p a i n t ,  a n d  s o m e t i m e s  a c i g a r .  Y o u  t e l l  m e  w h o  
s h o u l d  t a k e  t h e  h i t —  t h e  o v e r  p a i d  o r  t h e  u n d e r  p a i d .  T h e  
b u i l d e r s  s u r e l y  n o t ,  t h e  t a k e r s ,  y e s .  T h a t s  G o v e r n o r  E g a n  a l l  

o v e r .



MAR 2 8 200?

7 - 0 0 3
/ TXH \°\ * v̂jl/yvvoii. \) ru*>-«-

O ^ '  c 5 c s c t lc m ^ l j oSutf&Lc.

x \ x ^ v ^ L > J ^ c X - v - < ^  u i )b .C 5 t x 3 iX ^

^ V < 3 v i _  -  ^ « w n  A O ^
 ̂ ClXcoXi^.

^ \wn-ojr-u X J G nojnv », \

^ A ° \  v^ \ ^ -  'C*^V. X  <^^A -*-cJX e_ O ^ jl, t^VvOsJVvv 
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Fage l o l l

Subj: L o n g e v ity  B o n u s  c u tb a c k s
Date: 3/25/2003 8:59:42 AM Alaskan Standard Time
From: marherbst7
To: Senator Robin Taylor@leqis.state.ak.us

I am 82 years old and have lived in Alaska without interruption since 1966. I also worked without interruption from 
that time to my retirement in 1987. Now I count on the $250 longevity bonus per month to pick up a large part of 
my living expenses. My life would be severely handicapped without it.

And I urge you to continue it IN ITS PRESENT form. It is a self-destructing measure as you know. Every time an 
elder dies, the burden on the state is reduced. And because it is now received by only the most elderly (whose 
needs grow even faster than their number of years do) it cannot be burned alive as so coldly and irresponsibly the 
present administration is planning to do to it

From both an economic boon to the state in that almost all of that money is turned back into disposable income 
here in Alaska, and the human factor to deny the most helpless their promised aid in their last years shows a 
remarkable lack of real concern by our "Law Makers"
Marvin E. Herbst 
3066 Telequana Dr. Apt 4 
Anchorage AK 99517

T u e s d a y ,  M a r c h  2 5 , 2 0 0 3  A m e r i c a  O n l i n e :  m a r h e r b s t 7

mailto:Taylor@leqis.state.ak.us
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S e n a t o r  R o b i n  T a y l o r  M a r c h  2 4 ,  2 0 0 3
S e n a t o r  H o l l i s  F r e n c h  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  E t h a n  B e r k o w i t z

D e a r  L e g i s l a t o r s :

I n  r e s p o n s e  t o  y o u r  l e t t e r  i n  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  p r o p o s e d  e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  
L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s ,  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n t a c t i n g  u s .  I  h a v e  b e e n  r e a d i n g  t h e  
c o m m e n t s  i n  l e t t e r s  a n d  t h e  m o s t  r e c e n t  i n  t o d a y ' s  A n c h o r a g e  D a i l y  
N e w s ,  t h e  C o m p a s s  P o i n t  o f  V i e w ,  b y  G o v e r n o r  M u r k o w s k i ,  a n d  f e e l  i t  i s  
t r u l y  t im e  t o  s p e a k  o u t  o n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  T h e  h e a d l i n e  s t a t i n g  t h e  " L o n g e v i t y  
b o n u s  c r e a t e s  c l a s s  c l a s h "  t r u l y  u p s e t s  m e .  I  a m  s o r r y  t h a t  a l l  s e n i o r s  w h o  
w e r e  t r u e  p i o n e e r s  w e r e  n o t  p r i v e l e g e d  t o  g e t  t h i s  b o n u s ,  b e c a u s e  t h e  

2- ;  i n t e n t  o f  t h e  p r o g r a m  w a s  d i s t o r t e d  w h e n  e v e r y o n e  w h o  l i v e d  i n  A l a s k a  f o r
o n e  y e a r  a n d  h a d  r e a c h e d  t h e  a g e  o f  s i x t y - f i v e  w e r e  a l l o w e d  t o  a p p l y .

• " H o w e v e r ,  t h o s e  w h o  d i d  q u a l i f y  a n d  r e c e i v e  t h e  m o n t h l y  c h e c k  s h o u l d  
c o n t i n u e  t o  g e l  i t  u n t i l  t h e y  p a s s  o n .

•V: £ A s  y o u  p o i n t  o u t ,  p e o p l e  o n  f i x e d  i n c o m e  ( a n d  m o s t  o f  u s  h a v e
n o  p o s s i b l e  w a y  t o  g o  b a c k  t o  w o r k  t o  m a k e  u p  t h e  l o s s )  h a v e  

'.nk. d e p e n d e d  o n  t h a t  m o n e y  i n  t a k i n g  c a r e  o f  o u r  m o n t h l y  e x p e n s e s .
S o m e  o f  u s  w h o  w e r e  f o r t u n a t e  e n o u g h  t o  h a v e  a  m o d e r a t e  s t a t e  

* ♦ p e n s i o n  o r  o t h e r  i n c o m e  c o u l d , a s  t h e  g o v e r n o r  d e m a n d s ,  " t i g h t e n
o u r  b e l t "  a n d  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  s t a t e ' s  f i n a n c i a l  e m e r g e n c y .  O t h e r s ,

' w h o  a l s o  c o n t r i b u t e d  t h e i r  t im e  a n d  e f f o r t s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s  t o  b u i l d i n g
t h i s  g r e a t  s t a t e ,  d o  n o t  h a v e  m o r e  t h a n  a  n o m i n a l  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y  

- *  c h e c k  t o  d e p e n d  o n  a n d  w o u l d  b e  f o r c e d  t o  g o  o n  w e l f a r e  o r  l e a v e  t h e
s t a t e  a n d  /  o r  f a l l  b a c k  o n  f a m i l y  f o r  s u p p o r t  i f  t h e  b o n u s  c h e c k  w e r e  
s u s p e n d e d .

T h o s e  o f  u s  w h o  g r e w  u p  i n  t h e  " G r e a t  D e p r e s s i o n "  a n d  , i n  s o m e  c a s e s ,  
s t r u g g l e d  t h r o u g h  d i f f i c u l t  f i n a n c i a l  t im e s  h e r e  i n  A l a s k a  d u r i n g  t h e  6 0 ’ s  
a n d  7 0 ' s ,  a s  t h e  l a r g e  c o m p a n i e s  p u r s u e d  t h e i r  m o n o p o l i e s  ( f o r  i n s t a n c e  
t h e  p u l p  m i l l s  i n  S o u t h e a s t )  k n o w  w h a t  i t  i s  l i k e  t o  l i v e  o n  s u b s i s t a n c e  a n d  
m a k e  d o  w i t h  t h e  b a r e  n e c e s s i t i e s ,  r e f u s i n g  t o  g o  o n  w e l f a r e  a n d  b y  t h e  
g r a c e  o f  G o d ,  s u r v i v i n g  u n t i l  j o b s  o p e n e d  u p .  W c  d i d  w h a t  w „  c o u l d  w i t h i n  
o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  w e l f a r e  o f  a l l ,  t h r o u g h  s c h o o l  
a c t i v i t i e s  a n d  w o r k i n g  t o  g e t  i n d u s t r y  a n d  j o b s  f o r  t h e  s m a l l  a n d  
b a c k w o o d s  a r e a s .  1 d o  n o t  t h i n k  c o n t i n u i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  o n e ' s  m o n t h l y  
L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  c h e c k  s h o u l d  b e  p u t  o n  a  b a s i s  o f  i n c o m e ,  o r  i n  o t h e r  
w o r d s ,  t h e  i n d i g n i t y  o f  m a k i n g  a  w e l f a r e  p r o g r a m  o u t  o f  i t .  T h o s e  w h o  
w e r e  f o r t u n a t e  e n o u g h  t o  g e t  i n t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  n o t  b e  d e p r i v e d  o f
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t h a t  t o  m a k e  t h e m  e v e n  w i t h  t h o s e  w h o  r e a c h e d  6 5  a f t e r  t h e  d e a d l i n e  w a s  
c h a n g e d  f o r  e n t r y .  T h a t  i s  t h e  " l u c k  o f  t h e  d r a w " ,  a n d  s h o u l d  b e  a c c e p t e d .

T r u l y ,  p e o p l e  i n  t h e  h i g h e r  i n c o m e  b r a c k e t s  a n d  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  l i v e d  
w i t h  w e a l t h  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s ,  c a n n o t  c o m p r e h e n d  w h a t  i t  m e a n s  t o  h a v e  
b a r e l y  e n o u g h  i n c o m e  t o  p r o v i d e  f o o d ,  c l o t h i n g  a n d  s h e l t e r .  I f  t h e y  a r e  
l o o k i n g  o u t  t o  b e  r e a l l y  f a i r  t o  s o c i e t y  i n  g e n e r a l ,  t h e y  w o u l d  b e  p u s h i n g  
f o r  a  g r a d u a t e d  i n c o m e  t a x ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  h a v e  t h e  m o s t  w o u l d  
p a y  t h e  m o s t  t o w a r d  k e e p i n g  o u r  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  f i n a n c i a l l y  s t a b l e .
T h o s e  p e o p l e  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h e  g r e a t e s t  b e n e f i t s  a n d  w o u l d  n o t  b e  
d e p r i v e d  o f  t h e i r  v a c a t i o n s ,  n u m e r o u s  d w e l l i n g s ,  c a r s ,  a n d  o t h e r  p r i v e l e g e s  
e v e n  i f  t h e y  w e r e  p a y i n g  a  h i g h e r  r r . e e  o f  t a x  t h a n  t h e  l e s s  w e l l  o f f .
L i k e w i s e ,  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  s t r u g g l i n g  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h e i r  o l d  
a g e ,  a s  w e l l  a s  p e o p l e  w i t h  f a m i l i e s  a n d  w o r k i n g  f o r  m i n i m u m  w a g e ,  s h o u l d  
n o t  b e  f a c i n g  s c h o o l  t a x ,  u s e r  f e e s ,  a n d  i n c r e a s e d  r a t e s  f o r  l i c e n s e s  t h a t  
o u r  G o v e r n o r  h a s  p r o p o s e d  a s  f a i r  f o r  a l l  c o n c e r n e d .

W e  c a m e  t o  A l a s k a  i n  1 9 5 7 ,  a n d  o p e r a t e d  a  l o g g i n g  c o m p a n y  t h a t  
g a v e  e m p l o y m e n t  t o  a s  m a n y  a s  t e n  p e o p l e ,  s o m e  w i t h  f a m i l i e s  w h o  w e r e  
t h e r e  w i t h  t h e m .  W e  s p e n t  8  y e a r s  o n  T u x e k a n  I s l a n d ,  b e f o r e  m o v i n g  t o  
C r a i g ,  i n  1 9 6 5 ,  w h i c h  i s  s t i l l  h o m e  t o  u s  t h o ,  f o r  m e d i c a l  r e a s o n s ,  w e  h a v e  
s p e n t  t h e  l a s t  4  y e a r s  m o s t l y  i n  A n c h o r a g e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  i n a d e q u a t e  
m e d i c a l  f a c i l i t i e s  o n  P r i n c e  o f  W a l e s  I s l a n d .  W e  a r e  f o r t u n a t e  t o  h a v e  t w o  
s o n s ,  w h o  g r e w  u p  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  l i v e  h e r e ,  a n d  g i v e  u s  t h e  
m c r i l  s u p p o r t  w e  n e e d  a s  w e  t r a v e l  t h e  r e s t r i c t e d  s e n i o r  r o a d  o f  t h e  
E l d e r l y  E i g h t i e s .  W e  h a v e  m u c h  t o  b e  g r a t e f u l  f o r  a n d  f e e l  b l e s s e d  t o  h a v e  
b e e n  a b l e  t o  b e  A la s k a n s ,  a  g o a l  w e  b o t h  h a d  a s  t e e n  a g e r s  b a c k  i n  t h e  
1 9 3 0 ’ s . T h i s  s t a t e  i s  n o t e d  f o r  i t s  i n d e p e n d e n t  c i t i z e n s ,  p e o p l e  w h o  c a m e  
h e r e  l o o k i n g  f o r  a d v e n t u r e  a n d  t o  m a k e  t h e i r  f o r t u n e ,  a n d  e n d i n g  u p  j u s t  
l i v i n g  h e r e  b e c a u s e  t h e y  l o v e d  i t  a n d  w a n t e d  t o  s t a y .  W h y  s h o u l d  t h e  o l d  
t i m e r s  b e  p e n a l i z e d  a t  t h i s  t im e  i n  l i f e ?  T h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  w a y s  o f  s o l v i n g  
t h e  p r o b l e m .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  a s k i n g  f o r  o u r  o p i n i o n  a n d  l i s t e n i n g  t o  w h a t  w e  h a v e  t o  s a y .
S i n c e r e l y .

E l i z a b e t h  a n d  A l b e r t  D e n n i s  
1 2 2 7  W .  1 2 t h  A v e  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K ,  9 9 5 0 1  
( 9 0 7 )  2 5 8 - 0 1 3 3
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L e g i s l a t u r e

P le a s e  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  m y  t e s t im o n y  t o  t h e  ■ s e n a t e  s t a t e '  A f f a i r s _________________
committee name

]  S B  i n
Committee on Eliminating Longevity Bon u s  V  dated March 27. 2003 0.3:30 PM

UJ#/subject

Message and s ig n a tu re s  have been p laced  on th e  back

p u b lic  hea ting  dace

i■}
i4
i
i
■t
I
I

Signed: S e n io r -Clt l2eus a t - t h e  N in iltfh ik  S en io r, (len ter on-March ?6rh. 2003 
Testifier

N in llc h ik  S en io r C n e te r, FO Box 39422. N ln llc h lk r ftK ?9639-04?2 
Address

907-567-3988_______________________________________ ________________ _

Phone number

R e p r e s e n t i n g  ( o p t i o n a l )
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M a rc h  26,2 0 0 3

Governor Murkowski 
Juneau, Alaska

WE members of the Ninilchik, Alaska Senior Center on behalf of our fellow 
Seniors living on the Kenai Peninsula, strongly encourage Governor 
Murkowski to endorse continuing the Longevity fund. Bw 2015 the Seniors 
eligible for the fund will have dwindled to perhaps a few sturdy 
pioneers. Denying Seniors this help amounts to an Income Tax of up 
to 10% on our neediest folks. Please remember that almost every penny of 
this fund is returned to the Alaska economy.

Sincerely,

~ ]? lU  fa w d - A ,.

a h

_

’, A u  t S z e o ?
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the state Affairs

committee name

C o m m i t t e e  o n  SB 117

"BiU TfY subject
, dated March 27, 2003

public hearing date"

I The Longevity Bonus has become an integral, life-saving part of low and middle income seniors’ budget.
I The seniors receiving Longevity checks are depending on the bit o f extra dollars each month to buy 
: prescriptions pay utility bills or buy groceries.

; Most seniors who are currently receiving the Longevity Bonus need and strongly depend on the Longevity 
Bonus for basic necessities. Many o f them do qualify for some Medicaid assistance. Some have refused 

I ‘welfare* and struggle to keep going with what they have. Without the Longevity Bonus, most of the seniors 
who receive services at the Ninilchik Senior Center would have to seek financial assistance elsewhere, or 
have to be supported by family.

Medicaid and Medicare do provide a ghost o f a safety net but they do NOT provide what is necessary for 
life. Medicaid and Medicare provide only SOME of life’s necessities. They do not even provide adequately 
for all medical needs.

Therefore, the Ninilchik Senior Center members strongly recommend that the Longevity Bonus remain in 
place as it is, and be terminated by attrition.

Signed:

Ninilchik Senior Citizens, Inc.

Representing (optional)

N i n i l c h i k  S e n i o r  C i t i z e n s .  I n c . .  P 0  B o x  3 9 4 2 2 .  N i n i l c h i k .  AK q q 6 3 q -n & 2 7 ._  
AddfeSs

907-567-3988

Phone numt«r
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the

b if/#7sub i«
, dated 3  "  2  7  (3 ) ^

public hearing date

.. . ■ .• L'tTAw/SK*!..* -

The longevity program was originally started as a program to keep Alaska Seniors in 
Alaska, Many Alaska Seniors use this money to pay for what medicines they use and 
other living expenses, So it is returned to the Alaska economy and the money does 
remain in Alaska, Many o f the seniors feel they deserve this program to keep them here 
in Alaska. I f  this program is revoked many seniors will move elsewhere where the daily 
needs are less expensive.

Testifier

Representing (optional)

P / i  & h ;  ?> 1  o w M c S L f c  A A  ? ? £ w .
Address > t

i o - 7  r e ?  7  - > f > ¥  '■_________________ 4_
Phone number
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iSQ qai m iB  SEMDRcmeRc* iu  pE n m m

N IN IL C H IK  S E N IO R  C E N T E R
Transm ittal Fax  S h e e t 

POB 39422 
Ninilchik A laska 99639-0422 
T elephone: (907 )567-3988  

Fax: (907) 567-3968 
sen iors@ pti2 l2sk a .n e t

To:

F a x :..................................................................

From:

P ag es:  C l? ..............................................

c.c. D ate: ,.c

Subjec

........

 \ . . . ........................................................................................

mailto:seniors@pti2l2ska.net
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N IN IL C H IK  S E N IO R  C E N T E R
Transm ittal Fax  S h e e t 

POB 39422 
Ninilchik A laska 99639-0422 
T elephone: (907) 567-3988 

Fax: (907) 567-3968 
sen lo rs@ p tia lask a .n e t

To:

Fax:

c .c .......................

Subject:.

 - d & n a Z c j.

From:

P ag es:

  Date:

.SjS i l l

mailto:senlors@ptialaska.net
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Regarding Senate Bill i i7.
My wife is 73 and I am 83. We both have had Bypass surgery. Our 

perscriptions every month are over $600.00.Our combined Social Security 
and Longevity puts us over the maximum for Medicade.If this bill passes we 
may or may not be eligible for Medicaid . We are getting $450.00 now. With 
out Longevity there is no way we can afford our perscriptions.

Thanking you for fighting against this Bill.
Sincerely,
Allen J. Kramer 
R. Marie Kramer

J :-

C o f y  t / *  

( ? ,0 .( j3 < ¥  X ^ S 3
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Alaska State Legislature

P le a se  e n te r  into the reco rd  my testim ony  to  th e  S y n Q 7 &  A
com m ittee  nam e

committee o n  - S / 7  /  /  7  t d a tGd 3 ^ ,  Z * 9 £ J .

bill/subject

/ ^ / f .  or-T'tfe?  >

J W  v i e * * /  o i 1  V ^ e ,  i F j F

/b o ^u s  is jp  /lA'Z'SrJ? }
r  Irftsŝ  ^  /Ẑ -dL/ /tA ̂  ~7~~ CA*s{j‘

s  5" f  dLc'-̂  CA_ /

f o  f ^ h 'S  ' ^ h f y p  />->— 4 , ' /  *d>  b \A *. j f / $  ■

A ^ e .  V ^ e ,  / ° / = ^  ^  ^
' - f - v  <j e ' H * * -  ^  ■» / “  p  r ^ M ^ = A h J ._

I  e  / /  ^  ^

\ f - p - p  V ^ ^ / -  o u o - W A  o ^ ^ t - .

&^te. ^  / i/y ^ F/h^S S/S/ /  7

Signed:________ - - ^ S ' C tT/n.

R epresen tin g  (Optional)

m  p* .  ! *  ^  > f / = -  y y x y r
Address

 7  f s - i n e  a .

Phone No.

9/(18 L*fjjl*uv<j fntouralfOfl O lftai



Alaska State Legislature
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bill/subject
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Hi I am William Church 4/3/2003

I have been in Alaska since 1935-------- 1 am 70 years old.

T Have spent all o f my life in Alaska.

Most o f  my life T have heard the statement, from real OLD 
"i imers, We stayed because we never had the money to 
leave. In most cases this was a big joke; they loved Alaska. 
And would not leave for any reason.

I feel I am a relative new comer to the state.. But it is my 
home. I will be here until the end...

1 do not receive Longevity.
Have been fortunate enough to have been employed all o f  
my adult life, up until I retired, as have the rest o f  My 
family, so can get along with out i t .
I agree that a few hundred dollars a month would be very 
nice to have coming in. I also figured I would get 
longevity at retirement age, but unfortunately it didn’t turn 
out that way.

As one o f  my old friends said ,the other day, this is her mad 
money..It would be a terrible thing to take it away..
I am also quite sure there are those who can not live with 
out it.

Thank you for your time 
Bill Church
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Alaska State Legislature
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_________________
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R O O M  2 1 8  J A R V I S  O F F I C E  C E N T E R  
D E L T A  J C T  . ,  A K  9 9 7 3 7

F A C S IM IL E  T R A N S M IT T A L  S H E E T

TO:

SENATE STATE AFFAIRS Eli2abeth Saxvcr
COMPANY: HATH:

April 3,2003
PAX NUMBER: TOTAL NO. 1)1-' PACES INCLUDING COVIili:

465-35/*7 6
PHONE NUMBER: SENDER'S REFERENCE NUMBER:

(907) 895-4236
RP.: YOUR REFERENCE NUMBER:

(907) 895-5017 fax

W ritten testimony for Senate State Affairs Committee hearing on 4 /0 3 /0 3  on 
SB 117.
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com m ittee  on ^  iS  / 1 1 _______
( b i l l / s u b j e c t )

dated

ri

Q og , h o w  a w fu l , s o m e  L o n g e v i ty  R e c ip ie n ts  w o n ’t  tie  a b le  to  s p e n d  a n  e x t r a  
m o n t h  t o  H a w a ii. O r, v a c a t io n  t r a v e l  w ill  bo  s h o r te n e d .  O r, r e t i r e m e n t  In c o m e  
w ill  b e  r e d u c e d  a n d  w e  s e n io r s  w il l  n o  lo n g e r  e n jo y  a n  “I n d e p e n d e n t  l i fe  s ty le " .
I t  is  a b o u t  t im e  w e  (y e s ,  I  a m  a  s e n io r  a n d  h a v e  l iv e d  i n  A la s k a  a ll  m y  li f e )  
f a c e  u p  to  t h e  f a c t  t h e  p r e s e n t  p r o g r a m  Is  In e q u ita b le  a n d  s h o u ld  b e  e l im in a te d .

t
T h e  p r o g r a m  to d a y  h a s  l i t t l e  r e s e m b la n c e  to  t h e  i n t e n t  s e t  f o r th  3 0  y e a r s  ag o . 
I n  1 9 7 3 ,  4 ,7 5 3  a p p l i c a n t s  r e c e iv e d  2 .5  m illio n . B y  1 9 9 4  2 3 ,3 5 0  r e c i p i e n t s  
r e c e iv e d  7 0 .4  m ill io n . Y e s , t h e  p r o g r a m  la  b e in g  p h a s e d  o u t, b u t  n o t  ao o n  
e n o u g h  a s  I t  w ill c o n t in u e  to  c o s t  m ill io n s  o f  d o lla r 's  p e r  y e a r  to  c o n tin u e .

T h is  p r o g r a m  is  n o t  “N F.EDS B ARED" T h e  $ 1 5 0 ,0 0 0  S e n io r  p r o p e r ty  t a x  Is n o t  
“N E E D S  BA SED ". W e o n ly  h a v e  to  b e  a liv e  a n d  b r e a th e  A la s k a n  A ir  to  q u a l i fy  fo r  

•a  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  D iv id e n d . W e S e n io r s  h a v e  I t  p r e t t y  good. W h a t o t h e r  S ta t e  
p ro v id e s  b e n e f i ts  a t  t h i s  le v e l? ?  I s  A riz o n a , C a lifo rn ia , H a w a ii o f  M in n e s o ta  
p r o v id in g  t h e i r  s e n io r s  a t  th e  s a m e  le v e l  a s  A la sk a . I  d o n ’t  th in k  go.

W e s h o u ld  fo c u s  o n  th e  r e a l  n e e d s  o f  a l l  A la s k a n s , s u c h  a s  s t r u g g lin g  s in g le  
p a r e n t s  * th o s e  c i t iz e n s  w i th o u t  h e a l t h  in s u r a n c e  - th o s e  w i th o u t  a f f o rd a b le  
h o u s in g  - e d u c a t io n  c h a l le n g e s  - e c o n o m lo  d e v e lo p m e n t,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  S e n io r s  
w h o  N E E E  a s s is t a n c e .  •

L o t’s  n o t  fo c u s  o n ly  o n  o u r s e lv e s  a n d  w h in e  a b o u t  w h a t  w e  m a y  b e  lo s in g . W e 
s h o u ld  b o  th a n k i lU  fo r  w h e r e  w e  liv e , w h a t  w e  h a v e , a n d  d i r e c t  o u r  e n e r g y  
to w a r d s  m e e t in g  th e  R E A L .N E E D S OF A LL A LA SK A N S.
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3/27/03

Longevity B onus (HB 162/SB 117)

I attended th e  hearing at the Nome LIO with 10 ethers and 5 testified. The memo 
headed “Longevity Bonus (HB 162/SB 117) dated M arch 25, 2003” has several 
paragraphs explaining the issue on this bill. The testimony heard does not support the 
statements contained therein. All o f  the testimony I heard does not support this bill and 
the hearing had to  be continued to the 3rd o f April to  give participants the opportunity to 
be heard on this issue.

There is w ritten testimony I would like to see on this issue and I do not think seniors not 
receiving this bonus are critical o f  those that are. I  do not understand the savings; if  you 
take.this bonus from .our. seroors...and then put them on one o f  the other safety net 
programs (which by the w ay cost more because they are needs based and require more 
paperwork to  docum ent this). I t’s more like placing controls on how they can spend 
their income. W hen these seniors have the bonus removed they have no other choice but 
to  move to  program s that impose more rules and controls on their ability to  glide through 
their golden years!

The majority o f  our longevity bonus recipients are not banking this money they are 
spending it as fast as it arrives. This money is helping keep utility companies, stores, 
and other economic entities available to  our region. This assures them that they can 
have at least one choice not dictated by a needs based program. The need for freedom o f  
choice should be theirs in the years they have limited by their age and the basic cost o f  
living.

W e have to  remember w e are only as strong as our w eakest link. W ith the State trying to  
remove a promise by our Legislature in 1993 to  let attrition phase out this program and 
then our city government attempting to impose controls through taxation on our 
childcare providers when will w e have time to  enjoy some o f  the benefits o f  our labor to 
prom ote healthy lifestyles?

Y t 7 .

9 *  f t ?

SVZ&es, /9/C  9 7 7 6  2 - r
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
com mittee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3,2003
bill # /  subject public hearing da

1, (j j J L L u Q. U j L a J S U U U & W

X rv^  u f c u X ,

2 . u J U -  L j J L ^ T U  f e v u y  t c .  (’/ *

l- 'w  lA jL J L p j^ f  T 5 ~  P cY i  ' a 1/1 <!L° ĉ C

Q  t & L  /V ]A ^ L c X < ^

^ s a ^  1
* * .  ^  j a j z M i d - h

«, '" V Ia SL  O ^ tc iA ^ . th  C d ^  M /\ t s

I r v i g  / u i ^ < _ d 2f w ( r  

‘t L ' i  ^  i's. '

l ' } t i V^ d . ^  J l c j A r ^ o  o v - \ ~ .

ig11̂   U l U l C M a  ^ c D q ^ ^ a v  ■ ( f o l f l g , , A t t L a  1 , 4 - A ^ P  g X ^ T )
Testifier i

/ W P    _
Representing (optional)

f a  fed/ V Kr S' <£s ĵM'AA ÂtdL
Address

C ^ l )  2 - < o Q - ^ > ^ 6  lo_____________________________________________________ •:
Phone number
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to th e________

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
bill #  / subject

Senate State Affairs 
com mittee name

A p r il  3 , 2 0 0 3  
public hearing date

Signed:
Testifier Z ' / }

1 /
Representing (optional)

' A  ' I  3  ’
Address

'A
M

Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

P le a se  e n te r  Into the reco rd  my testim ony to  th e -----------------------  Il q &ulL ------
com m ittee nam e

com m ittee  on  — ___________ L L 2 ___________ _ d a te d  ^ - 3 - 3 o o _ 3 _ ____________
bill/subject

4  a  03y<*- r*ss°t"T «* -*/  A  / » " > / « «

{»T-  T  F ^ L  7 ~ l e  c:7?^.r o P  f l U t  &  f h o  c/,
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„ , A .  J  . U .  f i -  7 * r  r * l / ,
_ O L „ J/„  J sh slo * -'

ViulJr**/ e .b e k ' t»*«U P */ F**- S%~/a

„ t t r  A t  ^  —  " e w  rT
uJ : T L  S l a l c  I s s

Signed:

P hone No.

0/(16 Ugijlflllvd Information OINcq

R epresen ting  (Optional)

^ 2 _____ - P / L ,  L o*o>  /^ r .W o -  ( 9 L - Z -  ? 3 i S /
A ddress

C f e ? )  . - ? 2 < - . r v i f T ?  .
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs______
committee name ~

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated j\pril 3,2003
bill # / subject public hearing date

What a slap in the face to the old timers in Alaska.. .all 18,000 of them. 1 cannot believe the 
new governor would consider something like this. Would the governor, senators & 
representatives in the state take a $250 per month cut?

Signed: Earl Miller_______________________
Testifier

Self_____________________________________
Representing (optional)

33526 Johnsons D r Soldotna, AK 99669 
Address

-262-2718 ,, 
Phone number
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A pril 4, 2003
Sen. Gary Stevens 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Sen. Stevens,

As a resident o f  Alaska, I would like to urge you to recognize that A laska’s economic 
future depends upon the University o f  Alaska. You have been elected because your 
constituents trust that you will use your best judgm ent when allocating state funding. 1 
hope that the decision you make regarding University funding takes into account the 
thousands o f  Alaskan citizens that will be affected by the University o f  A laska’s funding 
or lack thereof.

The University o f  Alaska president, Mark H am ilton’s theme for the University this year 
is, “It’s W orking.” As a student I would like to reiterate this fact. I have found an 
incredible education here at the University. Here are some highlights about the 
University:

« Enrollment is up 9.5% this fall

• Alaska high school graduates are returning from outside to attend UA

• Private donations have increased 77%

• Student retention and graduation rates have increased

I would like to encourage you to support the University. The University is an important 
part o f  A laska’s future. I appreciate your time and hope that you will consider taking part 
in funding the University and being involved in the future o f  Alaska.

Thank you for your support.

Sincerely,



Naomi Kertjin
PHONE NO. : 9077662099 Apr. 04 2003 11:30AM P2

L f A p r ,  i o o  3

11! re: E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r  107 (EO 107)

D e a r  Mr. C h a i r m a n :

P l e a s e  a d d r e s s  H o u s e  and S e n a t e  C o m m i t t e e  R e s o l u t i o n  N u m b e r  one 

(H&S C R  N o . l )  to m o v e  it to the f l o o r  so th a t  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  is able 

to v o t e  o n  it. G o v e r n o r  Murkowski'''s EO 107 to c o m b i n e  t h e  A l a s k a  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  F i s h  a n d  G a m e  (ADFG) w i t h  the D e p a r t m e n t  of N a t u r a l  

R e s o u r c e s  (DHR) is t a n t a m o u n t  to a t t e m p t i n g  to c o m b i n e  p r o t e c t i o n  

o f c ^ n i m a l s  t h a t  A l a s k a n s  d e p e n d  on w i t h  r e s o u r c e  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  

iotli p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  are i m p o r t a n t  to A l a s k a n s :  w e

h u n t  a-nd f i s h  to f e e d  o u r  f a m i l i e s  a n d  for r e c r e a t i o n ;  a n d  the 

f i s h i n g  i n d u s t r y  h a s  b e e n  i m p o r t a n t  .to o u r  e c o n o m y  f o r  m o r e  than 

a c e n t u r y .  A l a s k a ’s g o ld, s i l v e r ,  c o p p e r ,  o i l  a n d  g a s  a n d  m o r e  

h a v e  e a c h  s u p p o r t e d  A l a s k a ’s e c o n o m y  o v e r  the s a m e  t i m e s .

H o w  c a n  o n e  a g e n c y  p r o v i d e  for b o t h  p r o t e c t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t ?  

A l a s k a ' s  w e a l t h  in f i s h  a n d  m a m m a l s  r e q u i r e s  e x p e r t  p e r s o n n e l  to 

p r o t e c t  t h e m .  A t  the s a m e  t i m e  A l a s k a ' s  w e a l t h  in m i n e r a l s ,  trees, 

o i l  a n d  g a s  r e q u i r e s  e x p e r t  p e r s o n n e l  to d e v e l o p  the m .  If A D F G  

and D N S  a r e  c o m b i n e d ,  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  i n s u f f i c i e n t  p e r s n n e l  to 

a d q u a t e l y  m a n a g e  both.

It w o u l d  b e  a b l o w  to A l a s k a ' s  e c o n o m y  to c o m b i n e  A D F G  a n d  

DHR, t h e r e f o r e  we s u p p o r t  C o m m i t t e e  R e s o l u t i o n

N u m b e r  O n e  (H fcuSCBl? No. 1) and o p p o s e  E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r  ,107 

(EO 107). W e  u r g e  a f l o o r  v o t e  on H  and S C R  N o . l .  P i e a s e  r e p o r t  

it o u t  of y o u r ’c o m m i t t e e .  O '  «

<2er> is s U c tu v ^ c ji— .

C o n s t a r i C ' e  G r f ' f f i t h  

P .G ,

' h l c i n ^ s ,  A K  < ? 9 9 2 . 7

q o ' y -



FROM : Naomi Kerwin PHONE NO. : 9077662099 Apr. 04 2003 11:31AM P3

D ear Chairperson:

Please have (BO 107) removed as an executive order. The legislature needs to  move 
“House and Senate concurrent Resolution Number 1 ” out o f  the seven committees so that 
the full House and Senate can vote on it.

The Alaska Fish and Game should not be moved to the Department o f  Natural Resources. 
Their missions are not compatible. It would put fish and game at risk to  no longer be able 
to  manage and protect the fish and game that are so important to out Jives and the 
economy o f  Alaska.

Naomi Kerwin 
P.O. Box 618 
Haines, AK 99827
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IViM J. l.hcoln 
TO. Bon 25
Whilii Moimtoln, A1 j*»  997W 
fjiono: (S07j<S18*2Qtf8

To; Governor Murkowski Fax; C/o (907) 443-2162

From: EmdlL^Sln Date: 04/03/03

Re: Longevity Bonus Pages: 1

CC; File

□  Uipont □  MfWtoH □  Please Comment □  PhwoR»pty □  PtodWRacyc*

A i . .* » 4i A m m •

•Notes;

> My liune isEnid Lincoln, member of the Native Village of White Mountain, mother of 8 and
•' • grandmother of 6 .1 would like to speak to your proposal to cut the Longevity Bonus to our
. • Senior Citizens.
> I would challenge the Governor to come to one of our village* in the Region and spend a week 

as our Riders dependent on (he Longevity Bonus spend their week.
> An overwhelming majority of our Elders depend on a fixed income that takes care of their 

food, shelter, heat and clothing. Often this Longevity Bonus Is the one piece of Income that 
keeps our Elders warm or fed.

> In some cases this income enables our Elders to pay someone to empty their honcybuckets, 
chop their wood, and pack their water. In other cases their electricity would have to be 
disconnected. In others their only means of communication with others in their community 
and their loved ones outside their community -  the telephone -  would Hove to be 
disconnected.

V Our Elders have worked their entire life for others and are now dependent for everything thffl 
need from others. To take away their Longevity Bonus would grossly affect what little 
independence they have in living out their ‘golden years.’

> Governor Murkowski, come and live for one weak (7 days) as our Elders -  dependant on the 
Longevity Bonus -  live.
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reduction in the amount of money that Alaskan chanties will he ablo to raise. We also believe that the proposed tax

will ad flssulf 11) a SlgtllFmnhncrease in tax revenue to the State of Alaska. In fact, we believe that the the 28% 
ideal net requirement will drive players away from pulltabs in such volume that fewer tax dollars will be collected 
even with the new taxation rate.

The strongest markets in today’s charitable gaming industry are those that bIIow for a high percentage of the 
proceeds (78%+) to he paid back to the player by way of prizes.

Additionally, experience teaches us that grogs proceed taxes, such as the proposed 5% Gross Proceeds Tax, cannot 
be "added on" to the price of pulltabs like other soles taxes. Instead the 3% Gross Proceeds Tax must be “paid" by 
reducing the charities net proceeds. As discussed above, increasing the Ideal Net (making the puUtab player pay 
die price increase) cannot be relied upon to absorb the price increase because player participation will decease as the 
cost to plHy pulltabs increases. Accordingly, the Chari tie* will pay a significant portion o f the 3% Gross Proceeds 
Tax out of the Charities’ Net Proceeds.

• t.
ill': A l l

* SP'**
-  L b Z  f £ 0 6 )  a s t Q  S lv io d s  JOOPUI e>)seiu WdGWcJl £ 0 0 2  ED Jd y
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50 Front Street, Suite 203 
Kotcnikan. Alaska 99901 
Phone: 907-225-9675 
Fax: 907-225-6S46

STATE OF ALASKA 
Legislative Information Office

Fax
£ 5 )  STATE- A P F A ( ^  C A A T £  +

To:
W n -U A M *  

S & N -  T k y u v g _ From

Fax:

Phone: Pages: ( D i n  cl c o v e d -

Ro: C lSj 'ST’A ti£ARjhj6r -

Visit our website at: www.iegis.state.ak.us/iios/ketchikan/index.htm

http://www.iegis.state.ak.us/iios/ketchikan/index.htm
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5I;lb  t  KETCHIKAN

C O N T R I B U T I O N S  

- + 6 0 : ________________

T I C K E T S .

I n i t i a l  O F  C o u n t e r s  H - D  M E A L S : .

D l  2 ) _ - __________

L U N C H  S I G N  U P  S H E E T  

M E N U :  C h i c k e n  a l a  K i n g  

B r u s s e l  S p r o u t s  

A p p l e  S a l a d

/

I

i
. • ti<
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to th e  ______  Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3, 2003
bill ¥  / subject public hearing date

To o u t  t h i s  p ro g ra m  o r  r e d u c e i  t h e  am o u n t
t im e  i »  a n o t h e r  TAX t o  a  s e l e c t  g ro u p !  I t :  i 0
n o t  n e e d e d .  T he p ro g ra m  i s  B e l t  l i m i t i n g ,W e  o l d - t i m e r s

w i l l  e o o n  b e  d e a d  a n d  g o n e !

I f  y o u  w a n t t o  s a v e  t h e  s t a t e  m oney t h a n  do a s  a n y  l a r g e

oom pany o r  o o p o r a t i o n  doos»* Ub 6 a  p e ro e n ta g e * .c .u t

i . e .  ALL DEPARTMENTS C U T .. A t l e a t  l O ^ a ^ h  y e a r

u n t i l  t h e  o u t - g o  a n d  i n - f l o w  a r e  e q u a l .

T h e re  i s  NO d e p a r tm e n t  t h a t  c a n n o t  r e - a d j u s t . .
T h e re  a r e  NO SACRED COWS.

Signed: R ‘w’ BOGARP
Teiti’fler

MANY OLD-TIMERS OF ALASKA 

Rtpteecntinjt (option*!)

Box S t e r l i n g , a f c  99672
AddrstM

9 0 7 -2 6 2 -^ 9 8 5

Phone number
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
bill # /  subject

committee name

A p ril 3 , 2 0 0 3
public hearing date

Signed;
Teitlfler

Reprejwrning (optional)

o d ^ / / y  m

M o ? )
v Photw number'
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
bill # / subject

A p r il  3 ,2 0 0 3  
public hearing date

Signed:
Teitlfter

Repi*wnimg (optional)

X J h . t y ------  J j  i t L & f u *  y ,y X l- .k :■ rU zJ L .X 2 -.

~ . r - Z r ^ -  X
Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature
Please enter into the record my testimony to the______S f/uat-a S fA r t

P  wmnuuee nMDO

Committee on ’-dated ’ V- 3  "0 3  •
 " puhlicT eanng data------------

r - d / )  r ? s i* _  *

p tr r r * # * / ’

Signed:
Tc*tifl

C - ,  v _ ^  y ^ )  A 6 * d » g

7  ________________
Representing (optiomi)

AcMmm

. / r  Z s O z J - te z . £ 2 2 3 .________________________________
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

PI. ase enter into the record my testimony to th e___________Senate State Affairs_____
com mittee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3 ,2003
b il l# /su b je c t public hearing date

X-jr'-apdr:mo8t seniors, u n d e r s t a n d  a b o u t  h a v i n g  t o  c u t  budgets,
I w o u l d  ask t h a t  all of y o u  t h a t  are d e a l i n g  w i t h  this iss u e  
te l l  a e n i o r s  h o w  y o u  are c u t t i n g  y o u r  inco m e  as you:wa r e  a s k i n g  
s e niors to c u t  ours. T h i n k s  a b o u t  it.

W e  are o l d e r  o u r  h e a l t h  issu e s  n e e d  m o r e  m e d i c a l  a ttention, 
and t h o s e  costa are rising, e s p e c i a l l y  in p r e s c r i p t i o n  drugs. 
Heating, e l e c t r i c a l  a n d  l i v i n g  c o s t s  are a l s o  o n  t h e  rise.

M a n y  of o u r  s e niors a r e  left alone, h a v i n g  l o s t  t h e i r  spouaes.
T h e y  f i n d  t h a t  w h a t  t h e y  are le f t  w i t h  w i l l  n o t  m e a t  all the b i l l ?  
Thi3 o n l y  leaves t h e A i o t  b e i n g  a b l e  to p a y  b i l l a  o r  eeek i n c o m e  
f r o m  o t h e r  S t ate programs.

It m a k e s  m o r e  sense to m o s t  o f  us th a t  if w e  a r e  a b l e  to survive 
o n  o u r  p r e s e n t  income, a n d  th a t  w e  s p e n d  this m o n e y  in this State, 
t h a t  t a k i n g  a w a y  the L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  is n o t  w i s e  o r  responsible.

T h a n k s  for i n c l u d i n g  t h i s  in y o u r  testimony,

S ig n e d
Testmcr

tuspreWTttmg (opaonw; n

M k  9 ^ 7 2 '

I l S I I   ---------------
Phone number

• » n"

10 *d sioe zfi2 ids ’on wa on’Twm uj flZ;in mi. pnnz-op-xwu
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April 3, 2003

TO: S e n a te  S ta te  Affairs C om m ittee
S e n a to r  G ary S te v e n s , C hair

FR: B arb a ra  A. O leson
P.O . Box 6 
N om e, AK 99762

RE: T estim ony  in O pposition to S e n a te  Bill 117

I am  in opposition  of S e n a te  Bill 117.

If today  you cu t the Longevity B onus P rogram , w hat will you cu t tom orrow ? This 
p rogram  b e c o m e s  le ss  ex p en siv e  to th e  S ta te  e a c h  year, a s  Its partic ipan ts a re  
dying off. Let them  enjoy dignity in their last y e a rs  th rough  your con tinued  
support.

W hen  m y fa th e r realized  w hat the  m edical e x p e n se s  w ere  doing, h e  go t out of 
re tirem en t an d  back  into private b u s in ess . T hat ev en  c re a te d  em ploym ent for 
o th e rs . My p a re n ts  knew  th ey  did not w an t to m ove aw ay  from family an d  they  
knew  th ey  cou ldn 't cu t back.

T h e  S ta te  h a s  cu t b ack  a s  far a s  it can . Now th e  S ta te  n e e d s  to  s ta rt genera ting  
incom e. I believe a  S ta te  Incom e Tax to  be  th e  m o st fair. Any s a le s  tax  would 
b e  reg ress iv e  an d  I could not support that. H ow ever, I believe th e re  is tw o th ings 
th e  leg islature ca n  d o  right aw ay. First, im pose  a  Schoo l Tax. You c a n  d ec id e  if 
th a t shou ld  b e  co llected  by th e  Dept, of R ev en u e  th rough  em p lo y ers  or from th e  
P e rm a n e n t Fund  Dividend from every  m an, w om an, an d  child, o r a  com bination 
of both s o  you g e t th e  p eop le  w ho work in -sta te , but live ou t-o f-state . S eco n d , 
look a t legalized  gam bling.

P le a se  su p p o rt continuation of the  Longevity B onus P rogram  an d  begin  th e  
p ro c e s s  of crea ting  a  financially health ier S ta te  gov ern m en t and  S ta te  econom y. 
T hank  you.
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When the longevity bonus program was set up, it was 
designed to "self destruct". Only pioneers who had been in 
the state for 30 years or more and were living in the state 
in 1959 were eligible for the longevity bonus. Eventually 
we'd all die off and that would be the end o f it.

Then some lawyer got the law changed so anyone over 60 
years of age, who lived in Alaska for ONE year or more, was 
eligible. Relatives from the Lower 48 moved to Alaska to 
reap the benefits. Many hadn't lived in Alaska before and 
never endured any pioneer hardships at all.

Now the state wants to penalize the pioneer residents and 
others (mostly single women, some men) who are too old to 
work and don't have enough m oney to live on and pay for 
necessities of life.

Sad to say I've worked most of my life but was so busy just 
surviving and caring for a family I didn't plan ahead. So, I 
have no pension, no retirement, no IRA, no 4 0 IK, just my 
social security, and annual permanent fund bonus, plus my 
lon gevity .

I've worked most of my life, but never more than four 
years on any one job; I've freelanced writing for 20 years, 
also interm ittently sell my watercolors. So I count on the 
longevity to pay studio rent and whatever gifts I give my 
children, grandchildren, and great grandchildren for Xmas/ 
birthdays,etc augmented by my social security (which pays 
for perscriptions and travel primarily).

I was a widow for nine years and totally responsible for all 
expenses for m yself and family- housing, transportation, 
food, clothing, medical care, taxes, etc. Even now I share 
expenses with m y present husband-especially for my own 
children and sometimes travel.

PLEASE do NOT eliminate the LONGEVITY BONUS for us folks 
past 70's & 80's who have lived in Alaska since before 
1959. (I came to Fairbanks in 1928 at age 13 and have 
lived in Alaska continually, except for four years during 
WorldWarll, when I worked for Boeing Air in Seattle.)

Helen L. Atkinson, Fairbanks, Alaska

G C 6  |̂ ( p s . tjrU1z^
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G ood  a fte rn o o n , m y nam e is Don Lee ; Executive D irec to r fo r  
D enakkan aag a  In c , th e  reg iona l native e lde r's o rgan iza tion  fo r  the 
D oyon /TCC  reg ion . W e have been  in op e ra tion  since 1 9 8 2 , providing 
a va rie ty  o f  se rv ices to  E lders fo r  2 0  yea rs .

1 3 0 0  E ld e rs  from  D istrict C w ill be negative ly  im pacted , if the 
p rop osed  cu t ta ke s  p lace.

T h e  im pact o f  cutting th e  Longevity  Bonus p rog ram  will be 
devasta ting  and  traum atic  fo r  o u r E lders o f  th e  reg ion .

W ithin th e  D oyon /TCC  reg ion , th e  p roposed  cut will im pact a t least 
3 8 8  na tive  E lders en ro lled  to  D oyon , w ho a re  7 2  y e a rs  o ld  o r  o ld e r, 
o f  which 1 1 6  live in Fa irbanks, 4 5  live in A nchorage , and 2 7 8  reside 
in th e  ru ra l com m unities o f  th e  D oyon /TCC  reg ion .

M ost o f  th e se  E lde rs live n ea r th e  nationa l p ove rty  leve l even  with the 
longev ity  bonus . By deducting $ 2 5 0 /m on th  from  th e ir incom es, w ould 
reduce th e ir m on th ly  incom e by 2 5 - 3 0 %  o f  th e ir a lre ad y  
im poverished  incom es. I  th ink a ll o f  us w ou ld  ag ree  th a t a 2 5 - 3 0 %  
reduction  in o u r  incom es w ou ld  d ram atica lly  im pact o u r  standard  o f  
living. W e  a sk  you  to con s id e r w ha t an even  g re a te r impact such a 
reduction  w ou ld  have on  e ld e r ly  peop le  w ho a re  a lready  
im pove rished . Is  th is fa ir?  T he  lo ss o f  th e  longev ity  bonus will cause 
se riou s fin anc ia l hardsh ip  fo r  a ll invo lved an even  g re a te r im pact on 
ru ra l re s id en ts , considering th e  h igher c o s t o f  living.

T h e re  a re  m any  g ood  re a son s  n o t to  reduce the  incom e o f  A laska's 
"e ld e s t"  E lde rs . You have h ea rd  th ose  reason s from  o th e rs  a lre ad y , 
th ro u g h ou t th e  s ta te .

I  w ou ld c lo se  by sim p ly sta ting  th a t A laska's p eop le  have a so lid  
sen se  o f  fa irn e ss  and w hat is right. W E va lu e  th e  hard w o rk  and 
p ion ee r sp irit o f  o u r A laskan E lde rs . This pa rt o f  th e  governo r's  
budget p rop o sa l d o e s  n o t re fle c t o u r A laskan va lu e s . It's  not fa ir ; it's 
n o t righ t, tha t's n o t the w ay w e t re a t  o u r E lders.
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record m y  testimony to the Semte State Affairs
committee name

Committee o»i S B  117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated
bill # /  subject

April 3, 2003 
public hearing date

What a slap in the face to the old timers in Alaska...all 18,000 of them. I cannot believe the 

new governor would consider something like this. Would the governor, senators &  

representatives in the state take a $250 per month cut?

Signed: Earl Miller__________________________
Testifier

Self____________________________________
Representing (optional)

33526 Johnsons Dr Soldotna, AK 99669 
Address

 262-2718_________________________________
Phone num ber
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March 28,2003

Governor Frank Murkowksi 
Alaska State Senators 
Alaska State Representatives

Dear Gov. Murkowski and Alaska State Legislators,

The following people 60 and older on Kodiak Island oppose Governor Murkowksrs proposal to 
eliminate the Longevity Bonus Program for Alaska seniors.

For many seniors who live on our island, the Longevity Bonus provides a safety net o f  income 
that allows seniors to continue to live in our community. Seniors use the amount they receive, 
whether it is $250 or $100 to pay for prescription drugs, rent, food, other staples as well as 
contributions to charitable organizations and businesses. The Longevity Program is definitely an 
incentive for seniors to remain in Alaska.

The safety nets that would remain in place if the Longevity Bonus Program was eliminated are 
Medicaid or Public Assistance and the Choice Medicaid Waiver program for those who are 
assessed to be needing nursing home care, but who opt to stay in their own homes and receive 
home and community based care. For a senior whose income is over the Medicaid limit o f  
$ 1025 a month or who does not need nursing home care, there are no safety nets. A senior could 
have only $15,000 a year as income and not meet the income or medical criteria o f  the safety net 
programs mentioned by Governor Murkowksi. The additional $3,000 a year that a senior would 
continue to receive form the Longevity Bonus Program would help assure that senior to continue 
to live in our state and contribute to the economy.

Although we greatly appreciate Governor Murkowski's support for the continuation o f  Medicaid 
and the Medicaid Waver Programs, as well as the home and community based, assisted living, 
Pioneer Flomes, and other supportive programs for seniors, the Longevity Bonus continues to 
meet the basic retirement needs of Alaska seniors. Thank you all for your consideration.
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March 28, 2003

Governor Frank Murkowksi 
Alaska State Senators 
Alaska State Representatives

Dear Gov. Murkowski and Alaska State Legislators,

The Senior Citizens of Kodiak, Inc. Board of Directors oppose Governor Murkowksi’s proposal 
to eliminate the Longevity Bonus Program for Alaska seniors.

For many seniors who live on our island, the Longevity Bonus provides a safety net o f  income 
that allows seniors to continue to live in our community. Seniors use the amount they receive, 
whether it is $250 or $100 to pay for prescription drugs, rent, food, other staples as well as 
contributions to charitable organizations and businesses. The Longevity Program is definitely an 
incentive for seniors to remain in Alaska.

The safety nets that would remain in place if the Longevity Bonus Program was eliminated are 
Medicaid or Public Assistance and the Choice Medicaid Waiver program for those who are 
assessed to be needing nursing home care, but who opt to stay in their own homes and receive 
home and community based care. For a senior whose income is over the Medicaid limit of 
$1025 a month or who does not need nursing home care, there arc no safety nets. A senior could 
have oily  $15,000 a year as income and not meet the income or medical criteria of the safety net 
programs mentioned by Governor Murkowksi. The additional $3,000 a year that a senior would 
continue to receive form the Longevity Bonus Program would help assure that senior to continue 
to live in our state and contribute to the economy.

Although we greatly appreciate Governor Murkowski’s support for the continuation o f Medicaid 
and the Medicaid Waver Programs, as well as the home and community based, assisted living. 
Pioneer Homes, and other supportive programs for seniors, the Longevity Bonus continues to 
meet d e basic retirement needs of Alaska seniors. Thank you all for your consideration.

Senior Citizens o f  Kodiak, Inc. Board of Directors   /
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record m y  testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on SB 117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3, 2003
bill # /  subject public hearing date

l y '  andr.m ost s e n i o r s ,  u n d e r s t a n d  a b o u t  h a v in g  t o  c u t  b u d g e t s ,
I  w ou ld  a s k  t h a t  a l l  o f  you t h a t  a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s  i s s u e
t e l l  s e n i o r s  how you a r e  c u t t i n g  y o u r  incom e a s  y o u r a r e  a s k i n g
s e n i o r s  t o  c u t  o u r s .  T h in k s  a b o u t  i t .

We a r e  o l d e r  o u r  h e a l t h  i s s u e s  n e e d  m ore  m e d i c a l  a t t e n t i o n ,  
and  t h o s e  c o s t s  a r e  r i s i n g ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  p r e s c r i p t i o n  d r u g s .  
H e a t i n g ,  e l e c t r i c a l  and  l i v i n g  c o s t s  a r e  a l s o  on  t h e  r i s e .

Many o f  o u r  s e n i o r s  a r e  l e f t  a l o n e ,  h a v in g  l o s t  t h e i r  s p o u s e s .
They f i n d  t h a t  w h a t  t h e y  a r e  l e f t  w i t h  w i l l  n o t  m e e t  a l l  t h e  b i l l ?  
Thi ' o n l y  l e a v e s  t h e A i o t  b e i n g  a b l e  t o  p a y  b i l l s  o r  s e e k  incom e 
f r o u  o t h e r  S t a t e  p r o g r a m s .

I t  m akes more s e n s e  t o  m o s t  o f  u s  t h a t  i f  we a r e  a b l e  t o  s u r v i v e  
on  o u r  p r e s e n t  in c o m e ,  an d  t h a t  we s p e n d  t h i s  money i n  t h i s  S t a t e ,  
t h a t  t a k i n g  away t h e  L o n g e v i t y  Bonus i s  n o t  w i s e  o r  r e s p o n s i b l e .

T hanks  f o r  i n c l u d i n g  t h i s  i n  y o u r  t e s t i m o n y .

Sign ed
Testifier

Representing (option*;)ting (options; a

s n /a ! L .  ------------------------------
Phone number

IQ ‘d Sioe £92 zob ’ON on Tunw lw RZiin qru snnz-w-MJ
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A la sk a  S ta te  L eg is la tu re

Please enter into the record my testimony to the S f/uats S tatc A ^ a /as
§£  * *” comnuttoe n^iw

Committee on '# 7'/ 7  — ' ...dated • 7 - 3 -0 3  •
^  brrnry ------------- ?5B O g S n g a s g ------------

/ /  - /  V '  .

tc<zaa**~i
< ^ 1 . ^ JL  J ~ j/T  az* w £ , . £Z **^

frtszi^  0*" '

Signed:
y  o

/ L - . _ ^  y  /  y^ê y
TesUficr

R e p r e s e n t in g  ( o p t io n a l )

/ -  ft?  7 -  ̂ 2 /L ? - V X 3  7 ______________________
Phone number

A d d ress  y '



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record m y  testimony to the Senate State Affairs

committee name

Committee on S B  117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3, 2003

bill # /  subject public hearing date

Signed: iim
Testifier

Representing (optional)

< £  ^   / ?  jtgrt.k.C£ry,r X^liffr.i ?  f /£ V-2-
Addrcas '  7 /  1

P h o n e  n u m b e r



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record m y  testimony to the Senate State Affairs

committee name

Committee on S B  117 Eliminate L o ngevity Bonus, dated April 3, 2003

bill # /  subject public hearing date

y y

/?

^  ^
TMtlfi cr

Repic

f t 6  X

anting (optional)

,  / / W  „ .  M _  W 6  7  > ______
Additi

f  9 * 7 ,
«  y
) 1 6  X  ~ S ' 6 6  X -  -------------------- —u ~ — -

v Phoiv: number



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record m y  testimony to the Senate State Affairs
committee name

Committee on S B  117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3, 2003
bill # /  subject public hearing date

To c u t  t h i s  p ro g r a m  o r  r e d u c e  i t h e  am ount 
t im e  i s  j * s t  a n o t h e r  TAX t o  a  s e l e c t  g ro u p '.  T t  i s  

n o t  n e e d e d .  The p ro g r a m  i s  s e l f  l i m i t i n g , W o  o l d - t i m e r s  

w i l l  s o o n  b e  d e a d  a n d  gone!

I f  you  w a n t  t o  s a v e  t h e  s t a t e  money t h a n  do a s  a n y  l a r g e

company o r  c o p o r a t i o n  d o e s j*  U b S a p e r c e n t a g e * c u t

i . e .  ALL DEPARTMENTS CUT.. A t l e s t  10 ^ ; W h  y e a r

u n t i l  t h e  o u t - g o  a n d  i n - f l o w  a r e  e q u a l .

T h e re  i s  NO d e p a r tm e n t  t h a t  c a n n o t  r e - a d j u s t . .
T h e re  a r e  NO SACRED COWS,

Signed:
Testifier

MANY OLDJTIMERS OF ALASKA

Representing (optional)

Box 1401* S t e r l i n g ,a k  99672
Address

907-262-1*985

Phone number



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

Please enter into the record m y  testimony to the Senate State Affairs

committee name

Committee on S B  117 Eliminate Longevity Bonus, dated April 3, 2003
bill # /  subject public hearing date

Representing (optional)
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APR 1 5 2002

R e: L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  M u rk o w s k i :

A p r i l  8 ,  2 0 0 3 J a n e t  B. G i r a r d  
12 4 5  S c a tw o o d  D r i v e  
W a s i l l a  
A l a s k a  9 9 6 5 4

Y es G o v e r n o r  t l u r k o u i s k i ,  I am s u r e  a l l  o f  u s  e l d e s t  s e n i o r s ,  
t h e  o n e s  on  t h e  l o n g e v i t y  b o n u s ,  w o u ld  b e  h a p p y  t o  l e a d  A l a s k a  i n  
a n  B f f o r t  t o  r i g h r .  A l a s k a ’ s  f i n a n c i a l  p r o b l e m s  a n d  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  
s h a r e  t h e  l o a d — i f  we p o s s i b l y  c o u l d ,  B u t  d e s p i t e  o u r  a g e  we 
s t i l l  h a v e  t h e  u r g e  f o r  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  a n d  many o f  u s  a r e  
s t i l l  e n d e a v o r i n g  t o  g i v e  w o r t h w h i l e  s e r v i c e  t o  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  
a n d  f a m i l i e s .  We a r e  n o t  d u n d e r h e a d s  o n l y  t o  b e  p a t t e d  o n  t h e  
h e a d  a n d  bw e x p e c t e d  t o  w i l l i n g l y  w a lk  t h e  p l a n k  t o  a n  e a r l y  
d e a t h .  D e s p i t e  b e i n g  c o n s c i e n t i o u s  w hen i t  co m es  t o  o u r  h e a l t h  
c a r e — e a t i n g  c o r r e c t l y ,  e x e r c i s i n g ,  i n c l u d i n g  b e i n g  a c t i v e  i n  t h e  
c o m m u n i ty ,  f o r  t h o s e  who s t i l l  c a n ,  a n d  d o i n g  a l l  t o  m a i n t a i n  
m e n t a l  a c u i t y  o u r  b o d i e s  s t i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  d e g e n e r a t e .  W ith  
t h i s  n o r m a l  a g i n g  p r o c e s s  we o f t e n  n e e d  m e d i c a t i o n s  t h a t  a r e  v e r y  
c o s t l y  a n d  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a f f o r d  w i t h o u t  h e l p .  We d e s e r v e  t h e  
o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  f u l f i l l  o u r  l i v e s  w i t h o u t  h a v i n g  t o  c o m m it  
s u i c i d e .

Many o f  u s  c a n n o t  q u a l i f y  f o r  M e d i c a i d  C w hich  s t i l l  i s  a t  
l e a s t  p a r t l y  p a i d  by t h e  s t a t e ) ,  b u t  y e t  t h e  e x o r b i t a n t  c o s t  o f  
m e d i c i n e  t o d a y  m a k e s  o u r  s u r v i v a l  q u e s t i o n a b l e .  W i t h o u t  t h e  
l o n g e v i t y  b o n u s ,  many o f  u s  w i l l  n o t  b e  a b lB  t o  make i t .  I t  i s  
t h a t  v i t a l  t o  u s .

Do y o u  r e a l l y  f e e l  t h a t  t h e  e l d e s t  o f  A l a s k a n  s e n i o r s C a g e  
7 2 - o n w a r d )  a r e  s o  u n i m p o r t a n t  a n d  u s e l e s s  t h a t  y o u  a r e  w i l l i n g  t o  
s a c r i f i c e  u s  f o r  th B  e x t r a  money A l a s k a  n B e d s ,  c a u s i n g  u s  g r e a t  
h a r d s h i p ,  a n d  i n  so m s  c a s e s  g r e a t  p a i n  a n d  n e e d l e s s  d e a t h  f o r  
l a c k  o f  m e d i c a t i o n  o r  f o o d ?  S u r e l y  t h e r e  m u s t  b e  a n o t h e r  m a re  
hum ane way t o  s c a r e  up  t h e  b u c k s .

Many o f  o u r  o l d e s t  s e n i o r s  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  p i o n e e r s  o f  A l a s k a  
a n d  h a v e  g i v e n  m uch t o  t h e  s t a t e .  The a l r e a d y  a g i n g  c h i l d r e n  o f  
t h e s e  s e n i o r s  w o u ld  f i n d  i t  h a r d  t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  
l o n g e v i t y  b o n u s  t o  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  T h e i r  y o u n g e r  d e s c e n d a n t s  
w o u ld  b e  j u s t  s t a r t i n g  o u t  w i t h  t h e i r  own hB avy e x p e n s e s .  W hat 
y o u  do  t o  u s  i m p a c t s  t h e  l i v e s  o f  many o t h e r s  a s  w e l l .

C a n ’ t  we a t  l e a s t  e n d  o u r  y e a r s  i n  a  p r o d u c t i v e  way a s  l o n g  
a s  p o s s i b l e  a n d  w i t h  d i g n i t y ?  P l e a s e  d o n ’ t  a s k  u s  t o  d i e  s o o n e r  
t h a n  we n e e d  t o .  We a r e  s t i l l  w o r t h w h i l e  c i t i z e n s  b u t  m o s t  o f  u s  
u n f o r t u n a t e l y  a r e  u n a b l e  t o  b e a r  a n y m o re  l o a d s ,  no  m a t t e r  how 
much we w o u ld  l i k e  t o ,  a n d  now wb o u r s e l v e s  a r e  i n  n e e d  o f  a  
h e l p i n g  h a n d .  We h a v e  g i v e n  t o  A l a s k a — now we n e e d  y o u r  h e l p .  
P l e a s e  d o n ’ t  c o n d em n  u s  t o  t h i s  c a t a s t r o p h e .  P l e a s B  k e e p  t h e  
l o n g e v i t y  b o n u s .  We a n d  o u r  f a m i l i e s  w i l l  b e  e t e r n a l l y  g r a t e f u l .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,



A p r  0  7 2002

Senator Gary Stevens
Chair Senate State Affairs Committee
State Capitol Room 417
Juneau, Alaska 99801

March 27,2003 

RE: HB 158 and SB 117 

Senator Stevens

Some twenty plus years ago, the State Legislature passed a bill creating the 
Longevity Bonus. And in 1994 they realized the rising costs to the state as additional 
enrollees were added. Sean Parnell authored a bill to modify the program by means of  
sun setting the enrollment. No new Alaskan seniors have joined the program since 1997. 
The seniors that are receiving this bonus, for the most part are on very fixed incomes and 
after 20 or more years on the program have grown to depend on it as part as their monthly 
budgets. We are not physically able to seek employment to replace this monthly 
allotment. We are proud and do not feel that the longevity bonus is like welfare, it is a 
show o f  support and recognition for our part in the growth o f  Alaska, before and since 
Statehood. The Longevity Bonus saves us from having to resort to welfare

I need some one to explain to me how you can take 47 million from the hands o f 
Alaskan Citizens, and not affect the economy. Bang! One fell swoop, and then replace 
that money in some way that will return that same amount o f  money back into our 
everyday economy, without having some severe everyday impact on how people conduct 
their lives before the elimination o f  the bonus. The loss o f  funds to this group does not 
only affect the seniors but impacts any small business that the recipient spends his or her 
money. This is truly ugly trickle-down to the gas stations, grocery stores, clothing stores 
drug stores etc. Our budget items are not for frills but for actual living expenses. This is 
a monthly shot o f  47 million yearly into the cash flow o f  the state. Not only are you 
asking the seniors to sacrifice, you are negatively impacting the veiy people who cater to 
them for their retail business. I am referring to that group o f  citizens, the seniors who 
have been receiving the Longevity Bonus since it’s inception. They became eligible for 
this benefit mainly for their contribution to Alaska and remaining here instead of leaving.

I believe I am now being told by the newly elected Governor and Legislature that 
I am going to have to sacrifice more to continue to live in the place where I have made 
my home for the last fifty-three years. I never asked to have this entitlement but it came 
to be a reality and now I am being told that I must give up this important part o f  my 
retirement income, just because these same elected officials have not acted fiscally 
responsible in the past. They have not faithfully and prudently budgeted for the future. 
Now I must pay the price if  I am going to remain here.

The Longevity Bonus was a promise made to us, and when the program was sun 
set, I felt doubly promised. Those that were enrolled in the program felt very secure that



the program would continue for them until they died. Every year, the impact o f  the 
program is smaller to the state as our seniors age and pass on. I would like to suggest 
that before you take away our program, you consider funding the Longevity program 
from the income o f  the Permanent Fund prior to allocating for the PFD. This way all 
Alaskans can share in the “sacrifice” not just us senior citizens. Most PFD money is 
spent for extra’s, a vacation, special “ toys” or to pay down bills. The senior citizens use 
their longevity to SURVIVE.

Please consider that a large portion o f  active senior citizens, at least in Anchorage, 
volunteer countless hours a year to non-profits, the school district, hospitals, the museum 
just to name a few places. I f  you force us to leave the state because we can no longer 
afford to live here, who will do that work and at what cost.?

Please rem em ber : A promise made is a debt unpaid.

James “Hank” Langman 
3921 Astro Circle 
Anchorage, AK 99517

Cc: Senator Hollis French 
State Capitol -  Room 504 
Juneau, AK 99801

Senator Ethan Berkowitz 
State Capitol-Room 404 
Juneau, AK 99801
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F r a n k  L . B i r a r d  
1 2 4 5  S c c tw o o d  D r i v e

L o n g b v i t y  b o m v s

D e a r  G o v e r n o r  M u rk a w sk i :

We r e a d  y o u r  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  D a i l u  News o f  M arch  24  a n d  y o u r  
l e t t e r  t o  me o f  M arch  2 5 .

Many y e a r s  a g o ,  I s t a r t e d  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  l o n g e v i t y  b o n u s  CLB) t h a t  
w as a  g o d s e n d  t h e n  a n d  now e v e n  m o re  s o .  W i t h o u t  i t  my w i f e  a n d  I 
w o u ld  l o s e  o u r  home o r  s t a r v e .  We a r e  n o t  a m u se d  by y o u r  a r g u m e n t  
t h a t  s i n c e  t h e r e  a r e  2 0 , 0 0 0  p o s t - 1 9 9 6  s e n i o r s  who d o n ’ t  g e t  t h e  
b o n u s  we s h o u l d  g i v e  up  o u r s .  " I t  i s  u n f a i r  t o  h a v e  tw o  c l a s s e s  
o f  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s . "  I n e q u i t y  b e tw e e n  tw o  c l a s s e s  i s  t h e  r u l e  a n d  
n o t  a n  e x c e p t i o n .  C o n s i d e r  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  v a s t  
m a j o r i t y  o f  s e n i o r s  a n d  r e t i r e d  s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i t i c i a n s .  We 
u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  y o u r  r e t i r e m e n t  in c o m e  w i l l  b e  i n  t h e  f i v e  
f i g u r e s  p e r  m o n th  a t  t a x - p a y e r s ’ e x p e n s e .  We t r u s t  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  
g l a d l y  d o n a t e  a  l a r g e  c h u n k  o f  y o u r  l a v i s h  r e t i r e m e n t  in c o m e  f o r  
" e d u c a t i o n ,  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  a n d  s a f e  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  s y s t e m s "  t h a t  
y o u  s t a t e  i n  y o u r  l e t t e r  we m u s t  g i v e  up  o u r  LB f o r .

One c o u l d  J u s t  a s  w e l l  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  2 0 , 0 0 0  n o t  o n  t h e  LB 
p r o g r a m  s h o u l d  b e  p u t  on  i t  t o  a l l e v i a t e  t h e  u n f a i r n e s s .  I f  we 
l o s e  t h e  LB, i t  w i l l  n o t  h B lp  t h o s e  c u r r e n t l y  n o t  r e c e i v i n g  i t  t o  
a n y  n o t i c e a b l e  d e g r e e .

A l l  LB r e c e i v e r s  a r e  now a t  l e a s t  w e l l  i n t o  t h e i r  7 0 s .  T h o s e  
s e n i o r s  n o t  on  t h e  LB p r o g r a m  d i d n ’ t  e n t e r  t h e  s t a t e  e a r l y  e n o u g h  
o r  d i d n ’ t  r e a c h  65  s o o n  e n o u g h .  T h e r e f o r e  t h e  s e n i o r s  n o t  g e t t i n g  
t h e  LB a r e  y o u n g e r  t h a n  t h o s e  r e c e i v i n g  t h e  LB o r  a r e  r e c e n t  
e n t r a n t s  t o  A l a s k a ,  h a r d l y  t o  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  A l a s k a  p i o n e e r s .
T h e r e  i s  no  q u e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  o l d e r  o n e  b e c o m e s ,  on  a v e r a g e ,  t h e  
m o re  o n e ’s  h e a l t h  d e t e r i o r a t e s .  W ith  f a i l i n g  h e a l t h  c o m es  h i g h e r  
e x p e n s e s  o f  many k i n d s ,  som e c r u s h i n g .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h i s  o l d e r  
g r o u p  o f  s e n i o r s  g e t t i n g  t h e  LB a r e ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  i n  g r e a t e r  n e e d  
o f  i t  t h a n  t h e  y o u n g e r  g r o u p  n o t  g e t t i n g  t h e  LB.

We t h i n k  i t ’s  a p p a l l i n g  t h a t  t o  h e l p  m ake u p  s t a t e  f i n a n c i a l  
s h o r t a g e s  y o u  t a r g e t  t h e  m o s t  h e l p l e s s  o f  A l a s k a ' s  c i t i z e n s — t h e  
1 8 , 0 0 0  o l d e s t  a n d  s i c k e s t  o f  a n y  a g e  g r o u p .  P e r h a p s  yo u  i m a g i n e



£

t h a t  t h e i r  v o t e s  a r e  o f  l i t t l e  c o n s e q u e n c e  a n d  t h a t  many o f  th e m  
a r e  t o o  s e n i l e  t o  f i g h t  y o u  a n y u iay . I a s s u r e  yo u  t h a t  l a r g e  
n u m b e rs  o f  u s  n o t  o n l y  h a v e  a l l  o u r  m a r b l e s  b u t  h a v e  e v e n  l a r g e r  
n u m b e rs  o f  f r i e n d s  a n d  r e l a t i v e s  who a l s o  v o t e  a n d  h a v e  l o n g
m e m o r ie s  I>

A re  you  s u r e ,  G o v e r n o r  M u r k o u s k i ,  t h a t  y o u r  f i s c a l  p o l i c i e s  f o r  
A l a s k a  a r e  n o t  d r i v e n  by t h e  sam e  p o l i t i c a l  m o t i v e s  t h a t  d r i v e  
y o u r  man, B u sh ?  Among t h e s e  a r e  s u p e r  t a x  c u t s  a n d  o t h e r  
f i n a n c i a l  a d v a n t a g e s  f o r  t h e  w e a l t h y ,  t h e  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  w h i l e  
h e l p  f o r  t h e  l e s s  f o r t u n a t e  i s  l a c k i n g .

I f  t h e  s t a t e ’s  f i n a n c e s  a r e  r e a l l y  s o  b a d  t h a t  b e l e a g u e r e d  
s e n i o r s  a r e  a s k e d  t o  s a c r i f i c e ,  t h e n  t a x  c h u r c h  p r o p e r t y .  
E x e m p t in g  r e l i g i o n  f ro m  i t s  f a i r  s h a r e  o f  p u b l i c  e x p e n s e ,  w h ic h  
t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  m u s t  m ake u p ,  v i o l a t e s  t h e  F i r s t  A m endm ent, 
s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c h u r c h  a n d  s t a t e .  I n d i v i d u a l  p a r i s h i o n e r s  w i l l  n o t  
s t a r v e  o r  l o s e  t h B i r  hom es i f  t h e i r  c h u r c h  i s  t a x e d .  A n o t h e r  
o p t i o n  i s  a  s t a t e  l o t t e r y ,  Why n o t ?  Many s t a t e s  a l r e a d y  do t h i s .

We a r e  s u r e  y o u  a r e  r e a s o n a b l e ,  G o v e r n o r ,  M u r k o w s k i , a n d  t h a t  y o u  
w i l l  r e c o n s i d e r  y o u r  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  t o  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  LB.

S i n c e r e l y ,
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