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Longevity bonus creates class clash

By GOV. FRANK MURKOW SKI
(Published: March 24, 2003)

The Longevity Bonus Program was established in 1972 as a way to
say thank you to pioneer Alaskans who brought us into statehood.
"Pioneer” was defined as someone older than 65 who had lived in
Alaska for 25 years — in other words, a person who had been in
Alaska before statehood. Initially, the pioneers were paid $100 a

month.

This program cost the state $2.5 million in its first year and served
approximately 4,300 Alaskans. In 1981, that $100 a month was
increased to $250. In 1984, the Alaska Supreme Court opened the
program to all seniors in Alaska who were 65 or older at the time
and could establish a one-year residency. By 1993, the cost to the
state was up to $67 million a year and had 22,741 recipients. In
1996, the Legislature closed the program to new entrants. At that
time, the Legislature considered means-testing the program, but
that approach was firmly rejected by seniors. The next year, the
cost totaled $73 million.

Today, 18,000 Alaskans are on this program at a general fund cost (Seanna O'Sullivan/AP)
of $47 million. Very few of the original pioneers whom the

Legislature sought to benefit in 1972 are among this group. The Click on photo to enlarge
inequity is apparent. If you were 65 before 1994, you receive $250

a month, but if you were 65 after 1994, you receive less. And if you turned 65 after Dec. 31,
1996, you get nothing from the program. Thus we are treating similarly situated seniors

differently.

We now have more than 20,000 seniors older than 65 who receive absolutely nothing from the
state. Many of those post-1996 seniors are as needy as those who receive the longevity bonus,
yet no provision is made for them. It is not fair to have two classes of senior citizens.

Elimination of this program would allow state funds to be redirected to primary services of
education, public safety and safe transportation systems — services that benefit all seniors as
well as other Alaskans.

In the tradition of Alaska's pioneers, | am confident that pre-1996 seniors who are receiving the
longevity bonus would want to lead the effort to right Alaska’s fiscal problems. They would be
among the first to agree to share the load in down times. They would not want to pass fiscal
problems on to their children and grandchildren. They would want to be fair to other seniors.
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Please understand that we will spend $137.8 million in general funds in the fiscal year 2004
budget in support of our seniors. These expenditures are for programs that provide services to
all seniors and give them the security that there will be the social safety nets to meet their

needs.

I will work with the Legislature, the congressional delegation, the Department of Health and
Social Services and the pharmaceutical industry to find a solution to the rising cost of
pharmaceuticals in Alaska. | knew that many longevity bonus recipients count on the bonus to
help pay for necessary medication. | have been assured that Congress will pass legislation to
cover pharmaceutical costs. However, any solution we reach on this issue must benefit all

seniors.

In conclusion, the budget we have presented is responsible and fair. It achieves our goals of
narrowing the budget gap while keeping our promise not to impose an income tax or raid the
Permanent Fund. | look forward to working with the Legislature to have it enacted.

Frank Murkowski was elected governor in 2002 after representing Alaska for 22 years in the U.S.
Senate.
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Longevity Bonus
(HB 162/SB 117)

Today 18,000 Alaska senior citizens receive a monthly check ranging
between $250 and $100 from the State of Alaska under the state’s Longevity
Bonus Program, at an annual cost to the state of $47 million. There are more
than 20,000 Alaska seniors who do not receive any money under the program.
Among both groups — those who receive the monthly bonus and those who do
not— are well offseniors as well as those in need. Financial need was not
taken into account in determining eligibility for this program that was in effect
from 1972 through 1996.

As a result, today the state is treating similarly situated senior citizens
differently. Is it fair to have two categories of 65 year olds among our senior
citizens? This is not fair, notjustifiable and very expensive.

The Longevity Bonus Program was established in 1972 as a way to say
"thank you" to pioneer Alaskans who brought us into statehood. A “pioneer”
was defined at the time as someone who was over 65, lived in Alaska prior to
statehood, and had continuously lived in Alaska for 25. Initially, the pioneers
were paid $100 per month. This program cost the state $2.5 million dollars in
its first year and served approximately 4,300 Alaskans. In 1981, that $100 per

month was increased to $250.

In 1984, the Alaska Supreme Court opened the program to all seniors in
Alaska who were 65 or older at the time and could establish a one-year
residency. By 1993, the costto the state was up to $67 million dollars a year,
and had 22,741 recipients. In 1996, the Legislature closed the program to new
entrants. Atthattime, the Legislature considered means-testing the program,
but this approach was firmly rejected by seniors. The next year, the program's
cost totaled $73 million.

Today, very few ofthe original pioneers who the Legislature sought to
benefit in 1972 are among the group of 18,000 receiving a monthly bonus
check. The inequity is apparent. Ifyou were 65 before 1994, you receive $250
amonth, but ifyou were 65 after 1994, you receive less. And ifyou turned 65
after December 31, 1996, you get nothing from the program.

Many ofthe post-1996 seniors are as needy as those who receive the

longevity bonus, yet no provision is made for them as part ofthe Longevity
Bonus Program. Itis not fair to have two classes of senior citizens.
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Elimination of this program will allow state funds to be redirected to
primary services ofeducation, public safety and safe transporiation systems -
services that benefit all seniors as well as other Alaskans.

Governor Murkowski believes that in the tradition of Alaska’s
pioneers, pre-1996 seniors now receiving the longevity bonus are most likely
to be the first to agree that all Alaskans must share the budget adjustments
now being required in state spending. Life-long Alaskans would notwant to
pass fiscal problems on to their children and grandchildren, he said. Nor
would they want to be unfair to other seniors.

The Governor’s budget request for FY04 contemplates spending $138
million in general funds to support Alaska seniors. This represents six
percent ofthe total operating budget. These expenditures are for programs
that provide services to all seniors, and provide the security ofa social safety
net to care for those mostin need.

Governor Murkowski has comm itted the Department of Health and
Social Services to work with the Legislature, the Congressional delegation and
the pharmaceutical industry to find a solution to the rising cost of
pharmaceuticals in Alaska. He has heard from many seniors who say they
count on the monthly bonus payment to help pay for necessary medications.
The Governor anticipates that Congress soon will pass legislation to help
cover pharmaceutical costs, and he is pursuing other options as well.

Attached is a list of the services the state currently provides to senior
citizens and represents the safety net for those mostin need.

In conclusion, the budget that the Murkowski Adm inistration has
presented is responsible and fair. It achieves the governor’s goals of
narrowing the budget gap, while keeping the promise not to impose an
income tax or raid the Permanent Fund.

2 of 2 March 25, 2003



White Paper on the Alaska Longevity Bonus Program
March 14, 2003

History and Legislative Action

The Alaska Longevity Bonus Program was created in 1972. The intent of the
program was to provide incentive for older Alaskans to continue uninterrupted
residency in Alaska, acknowledge the economic hardships of living out retirement
years in the state, and acknowledge the contributions these people made while

Alaska was a territory.

The original statutory eligibility requirements were:
Sec. 47.45.010. PERSONS WHO MAY QUALIFYFOR LONGEVITY

BONUS, (a) A person who is 65 years ofage or over, who was domiciled in
the territory on or before January 3, 1959 and who has maintained a
continuous residence domicile in the territory or statefor 25 years may apply
to the commissioner ofdaministrationfor qualification to receive a monthly

bonus 0f$100.

By legislative action, the bonus amount was raised to $125 in 1977, $150 in 1979,
$200 in 1981 and $250 in 1982.

The age and 25 year residency eligibility continued until a 1984 Superior Court
opinion in the case of Schafer v. Vest (680 P.2d 1169 Alaska 198 ) found the
residency provision to be unconstitutional. As aresult, the Legislature amended
the statutes governing the program so that any person who was age 65 or older and
an Alaskan resident for one year was eligible for the program.

In 1990, a hold-harmless ruling allowed bonus recipients to receive monthly
checks without affecting public assistance eligibility. Also that year, legislation
was enacted doubling the residency requirement to two years.

In June of 1991 the Superior Courtruled against the two-year residency
requirement and eligibility reverts to one-year residency. The bonus amount

continued to be $250 per person, per month.

At the end of 1992 there were 21,645 recipients in the bonus program at a cost to
the state of $63 million.

In 1993 legislation was passed “phasing out” the longevity bonus program over
the next three years. New applicants in 1994 received $200 per month; 1995



White Paper on the Alaska Longevity Bonus Program
March 14, 2003

applicants received $150/mo; and 1996 applicants received $100/mo. No new
applicants were accepted into the program after December 31, 1996.

In July, 2002, legislation was enacted to allow recipients to be absent from the
state for 60 days without loss of a bonus payment. Prior to this, the allowed
absence without loss of a bonus payment was 30 days.

Monthly Operations

The longevity bonus check document is a three-part sheet. The top section is the
check itself. The second section is an information area and lists Alaska Longevity
Program numbers to call for answers concerning the check. Each February, the
second section becomes the recipient’s Federal 1099 form for income tax
purposes. The lower portion of the page is an eligibility validation stub” that must
be completed, signed and mailed or faxed to the longevity bonus program office
for the recipient to be eligible for the next month’s check. Eligibility validation
stubs are received and processed in the office throughout the month. At month

end, a computer system compiles all the validation information and generates an
interface with the state accounting system to print the checks.

Longevity bonus checks are issued on a two month “lag” period; that is, a check is

issued based on a person’s eligibility two months earlier. For example, the check
arecipient receives in December is actually payment for October.

Page 2 of 2



Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary

Most Recent Month January 2003
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Longevity Bonus Program Phase-out (amounts from FY1985 - FY2002 are actual
expenditures; amounts from FY 2003 are the forecasted low estimates)
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Longevity Bonus Program
Age of Participants
As of December 2001

9
Number of % This Age

Age Participants Percent or Older % Younger % Older

*67 1 0.01% 100.00% 99.99%
68 1 0.01% 99.99% 0.01% 99.99%
69 0 0.00% 99.99% 0.01% 99.99%
70 35 0.20% 99.99% 0.01% 99.79%
71 1,494 8.45% 99.79% 0.21% 91.34%
72 1,702 9.62% 91.34% 8.66% 81.72%
73 1,560 8.82% 81.72% 18.28% 72.90%
74 1,476 8.34% 72.90% 27.10% 64.56%
75 1,415 8.00% 64.56% 35.44% 56.56%
76 1,279 7.23% 56.56% 43.44% 49.33%
77 1,186 6.70% 49.33% 50.67% 42.63%
78 1,050 5.94% 42.63% 57.37% 36.69%
79 1,055 5.96% 36.69% 63.31% 30.73%
80 928 5.25% 30.73% 69.27% 25.48%
81 748 4.23% 25.48% 74.52% 21.25%
82 688 3.89% 21.25% 78.75% 17.36%
83 558 3.15% 17.36% 82.64% 14.21%
84 469 2.65% 14.21% 35.79% 11.56%
85 414 2.34% 11.56% 88.44% 9.21%
86 320 1.81% 9.21% 90.79% 7.41%
87 297 1.68% 7.41% 92.59% 5.73%
88 244 1.38% 5.73% 94.27% 4.35%
89 180 1.02% 4.35% 95.65% 3.33%
90 141 0.80% 3.33% 96.67% 2.53%
91 118 0.67% 2.53% 97.47% 1.87%
92 94 0.53% 1.87% 98.13% 1.33%
93 73 0.41% 1.33% 98.67% 0.92%
94 49 0.28% 0.92% 99.08% 0.64%
95 35 0.20% 0.64% 99.36% 0.45%
96 30 0.17% 0.45% 99.55% 0.28%
97 17 0.10% 0.28% 99.72% 0.18%
98 8 0.05% 0.18% 99.82% 0.14%
99 9 0.05% 0.14% 99.86% 0.08%
100 15 0.08% 0.08% 99.92% 0.00%

Total 17,689 100.00%

Average Age of Participant: 77.5

Median Age of Participant: 76



LAWS OF ALASKA

1972

Source Choplor No.

FCCs Hcs csse 211 205

AN ACT

Providing for an Alaska longevity bonus; and providing for an
effective date

BE ITENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

1 section 1 AS 17 is amended by adding a new chapter to
read:

CHJAPTER >15. ALASKA LONGEVITY BONUS.

Sec.l 1|7.115.010. PERSONS WHO HAY QUALIFY FOR LONGEVITY
BONUS. (1) A person who is 65 years of age or over, who
was dom'J Lied in the territory on or before January 3,
1959:and rho has maintained a continuous domicile in the
territory or state for 25 years may apply to the commis-
sioner of administration for qualification to receive a
monthly bpnus of $100.

(b) When the commissioner of administration deter-
mines tha : an applicant qualifies under this chapter lie
shall Imm:diately begin payment of the bonus.

(c) A person who otherwise qualifies to receive a
bonus pro Ided for in thi3 chapter may continue to do so
only as long as he continuously retains a domicile in the
state.-

See. <17.'15.020. CONTINUOUS ELIGIBILITY PROCEDURES.
After qualification, monthly applications for bonuses may

be made ii person to any office of the Department of
AdmInistri tlon. Mailed monthly applications shall also
be considfred by the Department of Administration. In -

person or mailed applications shall be made on forms pro-
vided by lhe Department of Administration and shall conform
to the conditions as provided by regulation. The commis-
sioner may make exceptions to those residents who are



Chapter 205

isolated in rural areas and cannot mail a monthly appli-
cation; however,'they shall mail an application at least
once every six months.

See. 117.*15.030. ABSENCE FROM THE STATE. A recipi-
ent shall notify the commissioner of administration when
he expects to he absent from the state if the absence is
for a continuous period that exceeds 30 days. After such
notification, the recipient shall no longer receive bonuses
from the Department of Administration after his last regu-
larly approved monthly application. Upon his return to
the state he may again malce application for a bonus.
Whenever the absence is for a continuous period that ex-
ceeds 180 days.the recipient shall be disqualified from
receiving bonuses for the next 12 calendar months after
his return to the etate. However, when the commissioner
of administration determines a period of absence is be-
yond the control of the recipient, he may not be disquali-
fied, if he s till otherwise qualifies upon his return
to the state. Continual absences from the state, even
though reported, and failure to notify the commissioner
of an expected absence may be grounds for disqualifica-

tion.

Sec. '17.'15.0*10. DISQUALIFICATION. Disqualification
under this chapter shall rest solely with the commissioner
of administration and shall be outlined in the regulations
promulgated under sec. 100(1) .of this chapter.

Sec. '17.<15.050. DEPARTMENT HEARING. The Department
of Administration may hold a departmental hearing upon
the request of any applicant or recipient who has been
disqualified. Previous to this hearing the department
shall by certified mail notify an applicant or recipient
in plain and comprehensive language the exact reason for

his disqualification. Form letters using only referral
to state statutes or department regulations, or otherwise
vague in detail, shall not be considered compliance by the

department with thiB section.

Sec. *17.*<5+060. LEGAL REMEDY. Legal remedy from
disqualification may be Bought by an applicant or recipi-
ent in any court of competent jurisdiction in the state.
The burden of proof shall rest solely upon the applicant
or recipient and any costs related to a disqualification
verdict determined against the applicant or recipient
may be recoverable by the attorney general from that
person, or from any agency representing that person
supported in whole, or in part, with state appropriations.

Sec. <I7+<15.070. UNQUALIFIED PERSONS. An unqualified
person la one who

(1) does not meet the age or residence require-
ments as provided for under this chapter;

(2) meets the age and rooidenco requirements
of this chapter but is confined in a state or federal
mental health institution or facility and is certified
by the state as unable to manage his own affairs; however,
if such a person was at the time of his commitment the
principal support of a spouse, the commissioner of

Chapter 205

administration may determine to pay the confined person's

bonus to his spouse until the spouse is qualified Tor a
bonus;

(3) is otherwise qualified but conrined in a
penal or correctional institution or facility; upon com-
pletion of sentence or upon the conrerral of a pardon,
parole or probation, the person may make application;
confinement outside the state shall be considered as
residence in the state if a person was convicted and
sentenced from a court in Alaska; revocation of parole
or probation shall be cause for immediate disqualification
until release from confinement is again effected;

(<) leaves the state of his own volition and
remains abcent from the state for a continuous period of
more than 180 days.

See. 47.*<5.080. ACCRUAL OF BONUSES. Ho recipient
may, for any reason, receive in accrual of bonuses in
excess of. two monthly payments. No interest may be paid
on accrued bonuses. Upon the death of a recipient the
commissioner of administration shall pay to the beneficiary
of the recipient any accrued bonuses not to exceed two
monthly payments.

Sec. <17.95.090. ALASKA LONGEVITY BONUS FUND. (a)
There is the Alaska longevity bonus fund created for the
purpose of paying the monthly bonuses provided for in
this chapter. The fund consists of all money made avail-
able by appropriations of the state legislature, and from
other appropriated fundB, all contributions from whatever
source, and income and interest derived from the invest-
ment of money.

(b) The commissioner of administration is the ad-
ministrator of the fund.

Sec. <47-45-100. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE ADMINISTRA-
TOR. The commissioner of administration shall

(1) promulgate regulations necessary to carry
out the provisions of this chapter;

(2) make expenditures from the fund necessary
to administer this chapter;

(3) establish and maintain an adequate system
of accounts for the fund;

(<) publish annually a report showing the
financial condition of the fund.

Sec. <p<<5110. cCUSTODY OF FUNDS. The commissioner
of revenue is the treasurer of the system and has powers
and duties for this purpose Including but not limited to
the following:

(1) to act as o fficial custodian of the cash
and securities belonging to the fund;

(2) to receive all items of cash belonging to
the fund.



Chapter 205

Sec. <17.*15:120. EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION AND PROCESS.

Bonuses received under this chapter ore exempt from all
state and political subdivision taxes except sales and
use taxes and are not subject to execution, attachment,
garnishment or other process. No bonus received under

thiB chapter may be exempt from a federal tax requirement.

Sec. <17.<15.130. DEATH OR CESSATION OF RESIDENCY.
The commissioner of administration shall establish proce-
dures to stop a bonus when a recipient under this chapter

no longer qualifies. When a recipient dies or discontinues

his residency in the state his qualification for a bonus
shall stop at the time of his last approved monthly ap-
plication.

Sec. <17.1)5.1*10. PENALTY FOR FALSE STATEMENTS. A
person who w ilfully or knowingly makes a false statement,
or falsifies or permits to be falsified any record re-
quired by this chapter, 1b guilty, of a misdemeanor and,
upon conviction, Is punishable by a fine of not more than
$500, or by Imprisonment for not more than six months, or

by both, forfeits all rights under this chapter, and shall

make adequate re stitution for any bonuses illegally re-
ceived.

Sec. <17.1)5.150. DEFINITIONS. In this chapter

(1) "bonus" means a monthly Alaska longevity
bonus payment made to a person or his beneficiary who
qualifies under this chapter;

(2) "domicile" means the place with which a
person has a settled connection for determination of his

civil statuB or other legal purposes because it is actually

or legally his permanent and principal home.

Sec. <17.'15-160. APPLICABILITY OF ADMINISTRATIVE

PROCEDURE ACT. The Administrative Procedure Act (AS <I<l.62)

does not apply to this chapter.

V'Sec." <1,7.<<5.170. PURPOSE? The sole purpose of this
chapter is to offer and provide all law-abiding Alaskans
capable of managing their own affairs who have maintained
a domicile in the state for at least 25 years and have

reached a retirement age of 65,.an' incentive to continuel

uninterrupted residency, In-the,,st;at‘e[i ''Under,rib clrcum -

"stance”"soall"'thi'k chapter; be.'cpnsidered a form,.type, or.;.,
nidriner’j of,.publip,,,rellef-.1 Bonuses made under this- chapter’

are'ndt predicated on nCed'~even though they may appear to
provide supplemental income to some qualified persons who
would otherwise be forced to become responsibilities of
the state. The'llegislature further finds and. states that
this legislation i'ecqgnizes'-the'ecbnbfii'ic*"hardships’' suf-

fered’by'many elderly Aiaskd'no,"Alaskans who through their

tenacity and perseverance molded Alaska aB vie know it
through "'skillfu X "'BPpl4.catlgn.;.;o'ffL:I<ciir,v,tdlent;H These
pioneers arb'the same Alaskans, who in the prime of their
life were in effect treated(as second-class citizens by”
the federal government.-.who,p a j» * 9i:16>!>b;)* .;h(ii)d7«arnea
income to a govergment.- in-'sWiilch~-bHey...:didVhofc TiBve -fchpj'
fight to participate through the power of the ballot

The legislature also is aware of the fact that many of

*

Chapter 205

these pioneers have been forced to live out their retire -
ment years in areas far away from the land they loved

and nurtured and thereby also suffering in many cases, the
loss of familial relationship with their own kin, an
experience that is sad and frustrating to them as well as
depriving nev; generations of Alaskans the benefit of their
wisdom and experience. This legislation hopefully will'
provide our pioneers with the economic'means to-remain in'
and continue to serve their state and to enjoy the oppor-,
tugj.ty;of/aiding the new Alaskan ih'making this state truly
"The'dreat/Land".

Sec. 2. AS 01.10.030 does not apply to this Act. If any

provision of this Act, or the application of a provision of

this

Act to any person or circumstance is held invalid, this

entire Act shall be considered invalid.

*

See. 3. This Act takes effect January 1, 1973.

-5-

Permitted to become law without signature: July 7, 1972

Actual

e ffective date: January 1, 1973



Safety Net Program s

Supporting Senior Citizens

Adult Public Assistance - 4,880 seniors for $20 million annually
through OIld Age Assistance
a. Eligibility
i. Age 65; US citizen or legal alien; Alaska resident
ii. Less than $2,000 ($3,000/couple) in assets excludes house,
car & burial fund
iii. Monthly income below $1,025 for an individual or $1,519 a
couple, with both eligible.
b. Benefit
i. $914 ($1,357/couple) maximum per month

ii. Medicaid coverage

Assisted Living General relief- Assisted living payments to 263

individuals served for $2,463,000 annually
Eligibility Age 60, no income criteria, target Seniors in need

Food stam ps - approximately 1,092 seniors reside in households that

receive $2.8 million annually
Eligibility Income below $1,201/m onth for s<ngle or $1618/month for

couple

Home and community based programs (notwaiver programs, but
General Fund programs). $1.5 million in grants for seniors served in
ihese programs - approximately 70% have dementia, 74% live in rural

areas
Eligibility Age 60, no income criteria, target Seniors in need

M edicaid Home and Community Based W aiver Services -1250 seniors
eligible for nursing home care chose to receive care at home instead for

$19.7 million
Eligibility same as Adult Public Assistance

Also available to the Special Income group for nursing home (300%)
which uses the income standard of$1656/month for one person.

Alaska Pioneers’Homes - Licensed assisted living facilities in
Fairbanks, Palmer, Anchorage, Juneau, Sitka, Ketchikan - 602 beds for

$34 million
Age 65, one year resident, rates are subsidized for low income
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Assisted living licensing -1,403 assisted living beds in approx. 131

homes
Eligibility Age 60, no income criteria, target Seniors in need

Nursing homes -850-900 people, largely senior citizens, approx. $58

million in FY02 Medicaid costs
Available for all eligibility groups, including the 300% Special Income
group for individuals in need ofnursing home or HCB waiver services,
which uses an income standard of $1656/month for one person.

Adult protective services - 1,724 intakes
Adults and mentally incapacitated, no income criteria, and targets

seniors in need.

Guardianships and conservatorships serving 850 adults for $1.4
million
Open to those in need. There is an income based sliding scale fee.

Personal Care Attendant Program — Serving 1,831 (?) people with
functional impairments for $13.7 million
Eligibility same as Adult Public Assistance plus some who are eligible

for HCB waiver services.

Assistance with Medicare costs for low income seniors
Premium, co-pay, and deductible coverage eligibility set at 100% of
poverty ($935/month for single; $1262/month for couple)

Part-B Premium only coverage eligibility set at 130% ofpoverty
($1262/month for single; $1704/month for couple)

Total Medicaid Program Assistance - prescriptions, Medical care,
hospitalization, etc. 6,300 elderly persons at a cost of $95 million.

N utrition transportation and support sendees - 100+ communities
Eligibility Age 60, no income criteria

Senior Community Service Training & Employment program
Eligibility Age 60, no income criteria

Help lines - information on Medicare, Medicaid and other programs for
seniors 1800+ calls annually.

Long Term Care Ombudsman’s Office -investigated 427 complaints for
$370,163
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e Senior Citizens Property Tax exemptions
Over age 65, up to $150,000 value ofproperty

« Senior Citizens sales tax exemptions
Varies with community

e Hunting and fishing license exem ption
Age 65

e Assistance for Prescription Drugs
a) Medicaid covers prescription drugs for seniors who are Medicaid
eligible.
b) Medicare enrollees may qualify for The Together Rx program (eight

companies) who offer 15-40% discounts on more than 150 covered
drugs to seniors with incomes below $28,000 for single, $38,000 for
couples.

c) Many pharmaceutical companies have their own low income patient
assistance programs, each with their own financial eligibility
requirements. Some are specific to seniors and some are limited to
specific drugs. Medicare and AARP websites have links to these
programs. Examples oftwo programs geared toward seniors are
shown in d) and e)

d) GlaxoSmithKline "Orange Card" program provides discounts off retail
for seniors with income below 300% ofthe poverty level and who have
no other prescription drug coverage.

e) Pfizer, Inc. Share Card Program provides discounts for seniors who
are enrolled in Medicare, have no other prescription drug coverage,
and have gross income less than $18,000 per year ($24,000 for
couples).

e Housing Assistance
a. AHFC Senior housing forincomes up to $25,000 limits rents to

30% ofincome in those facilities.

b. Home Equity Conversions allows Seniors, age 62, to draw equal
monthly payments as long as one borrower lives and continues to
occupy property as principal residence.

Adult Public Assistance Numbers:

Anchorage (907) 269-6000
Juneau (907)465-3537

3 0of3 March 25, 2003
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Community

Anchor Point
Bear Creek
Bradley Lake
China Poot Bay
Chinitna Bay
Chisik Island
Cooper Landing
Crown Point
English Bay ( Nanwalek)
Fox River

Fritz Creek
Halibut Cove
Homer

Ismailof Island
Jakolof Bay
Kachemak
Kachemak Bay
Kalgin Island
Kenai Lake
Lakeview

Little Tutka Bay
Lowell Point
MacDonald Spit
Moose Pass
Nanwalek ( English Bay)
Nuka Island
Port Chatham
Port Graham
Red Mountain
Sadie Cove
Seldovia
Seward

Tutka Bay
Tuxedni Bay
Windy Bay
Yukon Island

District 35 Communities

District
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35
35

Senate District Description

R

;U;UZJ;U;U;U;U;UZJ;U;U;U;UJJ;U;U;U;U;U;U;U;U;U;U;U;U;U;UZJ;U;U;U;UIJ;U

Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward
Homer/Seward

99556
99664

no people
#

99566

99572

99603
99603
99603
99603
99603
#
#
99603
#

99664
99663
99631
99603
no people

99603
99663

99663
99664

# recipients
per zip code

63
139

324

18

600



District 36 Communities

# recipients per

Community District Senate District Description zip code
Afognak 36 R Kodiak
Akhiok 36 R  Kodiak 99615 253
Cape Chiniak 36 R Kodiak
Igiugig 36 R Kodiak
liamna 36 R  Kodiak 99606 11
Karluk 36 R Kodiak 99608 0
Kodiak 36 R  Kodiak 99615 253
Kodiak Island Borough 36 R Kodiak 99615
Kokhanok 36 R Kodiak
Kokhanok Bay 36 R Kodiak
Larsen Bay 36 R Kodiak 99624 6
Leveiock 36 R Kodiak 99625 6
Nelson Island 36 R Kodiak
Newhalen 36 R Kodiak
Nondalton 36 R  Kodiak 99640 8
Old Harbor 36 R Kodiak 99643 H
Ouzinkie 36 R  Kodiak 99644 12
Pedro Bay 36 R  Kodiak 99647 3
Pleasant Harbor 36 R Kodiak
Port Alsworth 36 R  Kodiak 99653 4
Port Bailey 36 R Kodiak
Port Lions 36 R  Kodiak 99550 14
Raspberry Island 36 R Kodiak
Seal Bay 36 R Kodiak
Shuyak Island 36 R Kodiak

R Kodiak

Spruce Island 36
575



Sent By: Alaska Housing Finance Corp.; 789 3920; Mar-27-03  4:20PM: Page 1/1

Viemolanamin

To: The Honorable Governor Murko wski
! "'s>

CC: Alaska St ite Legislature j

From: Rebecca llorris

Date: 3/27/2001

Ro; Longevity Bonus

Iwork with Sen ors Citizens (daily, and assist them with procuring financial
assistance, hoi sing, medical cam, and food. For many Eldars, the Income from the
Longevity bonus makes a difference between barc-ly subsisting at poverty level, art' J
liyipg ata standard thatallo ts them to maintain a sense of dignity, independence and

£ Asone Who Is all too familiar with the Medicaid Waiver system, may | remind you tf at
mE " uriles* iap applicant Is almost completely incapacitated, and suffering from serious
Jdisease, they are deemed ineligible and most often denied.
lii# Ifyou must rofc Peter to pay{Paul, why not at least, maintain the Longevity Bonus fur
Seniors who a in show financial need!! Heavens knows there are thousands of vita,
. contributing Elder Alaskans who struggle daily to even make ends meet because of
4 theoutrageously HIGH CO&T of living in our great state.

limplore you to please cojnsider other alternatives to elimination of the Bom s!!
Respectfully,

Rebecca C. Morris
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March 27,2003

To: The Honorable Governor Frank Murkowski r
Honorable Men and Women ofthe Alaska State Legislature

I am writing to urge you to reconsider the Governor’s suggestion of eliminating the
Alaska Longevity Bonuses.

. il
So many ofour seniors depend on this income to make ends meet; many already live
on very meager allowances and millnot qualify for other programs because they will
fail to meet the ever-tightening eligibility criteria. For these folks there arc no
alternatives and they are very frightened and pleading that their voices be heard!

| jl
Our seniors have contributed so muchto making Alaska the greatstate that |t is -
isn’tit our responsibility to help keep them as comfortable and secure as we can in

their remaining years?
: ' j!
Please consider other alternatives to this - too many lives will be adversely afif,ected.
]
Thank you. I

pec~fully,

M m 1>
Susan J. Walker
P.O. Box 38§*24
Juneau, AK 99803



Mar 27 03 11:51a healthshare@ gci.net 1(907)463-2530

To: Governor Frank Murkowsk 3/24/03

From: Dorathy Tow, 1940 Sutherland Dr., Juneau. AK n " S
99801 (907)463-2530
healllishare@ gci.net

Re: Longevity

Dear Governor Murkowski:

p.

-3 5 3 2

I have resisted writing this letter because 1did not come to Alaska for give-aways. |brought with
me enough money to build a house that would have make me independent ofall government,

even Social Security.

My project did not go well because ofa problem that the Juneau city council had swept under the
mg at the time | built (specifically, avalanches). As a consequence | have spent about 16 years,
and all the money | could get my hands on, trying to compensate for the errors that occurred.

And now, in a masterpiece ofbad timing, | am ready to complete the rest of the house.

Should you be successful in canceling Longevity | will have an income of less than $950 per
month, including adult public assistance. | can net run a house and drive a car on that! (The car
is necessary because 1live out oftown and | have a problem walking.) Hence, I will have to sell
the house for what | can get out o fit unfinished and move south where | would not have such
horrendous heat bills. (The $200+ heating assistance takes care ofabout one month.) Further, the
building project probably will not materialize - no room for optimism - and my proceeds will go
south too. Add that up, please. My permanent fund pays for sewer and road LID’s which kept

people employed.

My point is that senior citizens are not necessarily economic dead-beats. | have tried to be
independent and am still trying. But at 77 tire idea of moving south seems like a monumental
task, especially considering that I am still recoverii.j from a serious illness and have just had my
help yanked because | have made some progress. 1am not costing anyone thousands of dollars

per month for nursing care.

Anyway | would be in serious trouble without Longevity. Isn’t there a less regressive way to

solve this problem?

1


mailto:hea1thshare@gci.net
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FAX #(907) 465-2273
EM AIL: representatjyeforacgweyftraeh@ legl8.state.ak.as

H I1.h , o 3date

|.Name:

Printed

2. Address: Hlaines,AIaska 1991827 P.O. Box No. o'/,

S.Telephone No. (907) 2

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES V NO

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus check for: n§JL,. v
qrr125E,00 lEDb—.—-CV. ~ mis\crn < ..
JjLx1£& .v; - r - Pig <<g" i" g- Ay-p VT
.in.g. n AhloA
n tfj

E6 IE99Z.A06 S3KJiyH 9J3 Sfrz:El EDOE *S Jew


mailto:representatjyeforacgweyftraeh@legl8.state.ak.as

E *d

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: nygsafltativeb3 nconeyhr«ch@leg!s.s$ate.ak.qb

2wel )*/ £ 3 date

LName:
Signature ~

_ M mfcF ““
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99327 P.O.BoxNo. 74-3—
3.Telephone No. (907) ~7E/E - 3-£73
4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES A NO_

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus check for:

smx.dk'-.Qir'TV- nr CjrrKS. -— <&Jiju --------

EGI GO99££06 S3K11 bH 333 SWB I G002

*2 Jew



FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: repygse3atatbyebracewcy3aruch@ 3egis.stata.ak.tis

Printed
2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo. /<& S

3.Telephone No. (907) x7< [ a7z

4. Doyou receive the Longevity Bonus? YESY NO

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus check for:

S3WIUH 030 St"El 0002 V2 Jew


mailto:repygse3atat5yebracewcy3aruch@3egis.stata.ak.tis

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: re~presentetiyebracewcvhraicla@ jegi3»state,ak.a8

ZMhu 2Jh"3 date

1-Name:

Signature

Ji?#//y— B
] J%‘flnted

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No.
3. Telephone No. (907) 7 .15
4. Doyou receive the Longevity Bonus? YES  NOA

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus check for: (J

Ai A * J?2Qdhv-&jr

AUAQIyU2Q-AM AYu*-Jt-c J fi fPLo
VA AL&dbsf"QuAr~AnL*LZsIN< ..

Zr<rt"Sr ——

EGIE99£Z,0G S3KJIGH 3dD - El GOD2 bE Jew



FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: representativel)rucgweyhracfe@ 8egjs.state.ak.us

3~VLr- D N date

LName _
Signature

VK&/f7?W E u £ R jjjjv ,
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo. ‘3 7 f

3.TelephoneNo. (907) 76 7 - 7-5

4. Doyou receive the Longevity Bonus? YES NO ]/

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for: T

d2"r+dt

#glqg-

aa”kL

EG IE39AA06 S3kJIbH 3dD SWET £002 fr2 Jew


mailto:rucgweyhracfe@8egjs.state.ak.us

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: reOTscniatiygibruceweyiiniieh@ 3cg3S.gfatg.ak.us

3//™N 1 &s date

signature < )

clJrtan terry C s ;r?2cfr?o r<j

Printed
2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo. ™ AN

3.TelephoneNo. (907) 77.6 - V«2/

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES J*Tno.

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus check for:  mm<Qj)}hiy tn'lls i

\igh-hs. < r>f-brt'tes ' f nxu rancé&y

NN noh. ay. vijg .nid™*m.A  x O-e.cJ—ibla___
/1o rr)/° <jI>4W fn-y hilU .. T \alf//
qA in , ffi<2U£C-V.... hfl-m fi-

E61E99706 S3KII t)H 939 Si*eE 1 E002 t>2 Je
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FAX #(907) 465-2273
E MAIL,: rgpreseintatiyebirMceweviiruch@ Jteg3y.gtfatg.ak.n3

I<?> 0j*s3
-/ - . aate

|.Name:
fonatfure
(J2-11f % P str.
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo. o .3 7
3.Telephone No. (907) B 77?27
4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES v NO

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus check for: r~T

,...7"hgQ.

E61089Z.2.0G S3WI8H 333 9fr:El 0002 i>2 Jew
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FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL, rcrarraeHtatiygbracgwevhrach@ teg8g.state.ak.M3

3/2~-/3 date

|.Name: _
Signature

Con hd-e  Grriffi-fh
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo. [ *2/7
3.Telephone No. (907) - N4AN0 B
4. Doyou receive the Longevity Bonus? YES  NO

5. I use the Longevity Bonus check for: anrl

CLEru~£dL...
£ Z2Z-E? O* A
S>"zJIcC 2hldL ___s£3"

STLsO - XPIU -t* '~ffcr ~

8,01 EBI E99Z.£06 SBWIbH Odd SWEI E002 2 JEW
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FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: rgorgsgntatiyebruceW'gvhruch@ 3egis.3tato.ak.us

I.LName: _ ]
Signature ( 7 0 A

M /m -0-. &R1S.GC
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo. 7 b

3.TelephoneNo. (907)

4. Doyou receive the Longevity Bonus?  YES ¥ NO_

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:

i /- IsiAt: 2 <go<g
SYYVy [* * t &*tCsbr*i*_» s&o
tA> srm a~ir<. _-jkh,/nn. .sjrruy . ET27
«£& jdu d2dfaauu~ J3& falb2a& a*--——-- *2
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FAX #(907) 465-2273 _ _
EMAIL: irgpregentaitivebrueeweyhnieh@legis.state.ak.us

date

Signature

£E2av-Ticg-- <

Printed
2. Address: Haines, Alaska 9ft27 P.O.BoxNo / * /o *
3.TelephoneNo. (907) 3Q jr7
4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YESYA NO_

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:

~t~/. ¢ hills n s ~i-j° ~Z.L .

jju jL P-\fery bry o_,, f~ I\ X i2 n

It *d EGTE99Z-2.06 S3HIUH 333 9» :El £002 t©2 JBW


mailto:irgpregentaitivebrueeweyhnieh@Iegis.state.ak.us
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FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: rgprescntativebmcewevh2Hcla@ leg33.sta3g.ak.us

ZY+EdL CX? <ate

I.LName: I
Signature

\T~/ . h.01 2
Uusy N

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo. J d o -

S.TelephoaeNn. <071 76 6 ~ S o x'?

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES  NO x

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus check for-.

USES >V2-S c L As- yIif)Q$ H-

) fL $ a <n t\, "t~ Z

1o L iL *fA —oeme b ooeeeee u.</>- e =ijgr2— —'sicade. -
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FAX #(907) 465-2273
E MAIL: representatSvebracewgyhruch@ tegfg.sitate.ak.i3s

ate

|.Name: _
Signature

fAr-A '-£ A Y
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo.f 0 1 0O

3. Telephone No. (907) 3

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES  NOX i

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:

J . -L ie Ps~"Eg

JL M{4rCEdlj Q jir/2 --

El *d EGIE99Z.Z.06 S3NIUH 333 9fr «ElI EGOS

Jew
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FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: representativebnaceweyhrach@ legis.state.ak.Ma

J>/f~ fj3 date

|.LName: / )r*JAs<ry
/A Ifiyaijp g- A -2fgjst
Printed
2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No.

3. Telephone No. (07" N

4. Doyou receive the Longevity Bonus? (YES(X NO

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:

a- e 11— -A/Ad

— X n™/0 'fer r.i /13 ft1 c. X c
t

W d ESIEQ9AZ.0G S3KJIGH 333

ZfcSElI E002 t»2 Jew
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FAX #(907) 465-2273
EM AIL: representetiyebracewevhrach@jegas.state.ak.us

date

1.Name:
Signature

M SRiS'-M, f/lovilgeR,
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo. 3 O

3.Telephone No. (907) ="ibk ~ oL ) £ !

4. Doyou receive the Longevity Bonus? YES 1t NO

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:_
i J\JiyycZ

rh- JL#  fyAsfah AAS& sydA'

orP r$, riAnx"r->4~L . --  -- [ ]

EG 1E99Z.Z.0S S3KIIUH 333 Lb2BlI Eoc02 *2 Jew
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FAX #(907) 4652273
EM AIL: repTfisggtatavgbracewevhruch@jiegis.state.ak.i33

3-/7?7— date

I.Name:
Signature

Oftt/tZ . tE 'JcL C k& £W
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo. 307

3.Telephone No. (907) 7~ £5'"?%$"

4. Doyou receive the Longevity Bonus? YES X NO

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:

Zc> zZ j?

j 37rr? ~cCdi, .

06 10997~06 S3WIBH 333 L*i£1 0002 V2

Jew
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FAX #(907) 4652273
EM ATL: rccrgsgatat3vebniccwgyhrach@lcg5su8fatc.ak.M 3

date

I.Name: P,
[/ Signature

37"?2.g.p>L'l lo-gryp- cJ~\snS0)+ 11
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo. (&*7*3

3.Telephone No. (9071 74 7 — -S ~ 4"

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES NO X

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:

XT
C&JbcLZ.1.

Li'd C81 B99Z.A0G sawiuH odo i“":ei eoos

jew


mailto:rccrgsgatat3vcbniccwgyhrach@lcg5su8fatc.ak.M3

FAX #(907) 465-2273
E MAIL: agpresgntetfveSbmcewgvhrach@ lcgis.state.ak.M 3

AN

Signatun~Jf/

I.Name:
Viid lloom: &Iq »
Printed
2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo. "
3.Telephone No. f907) 'T  *7 - N
4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES NO

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:

JL — A JI1S— tjL rft-*Ch=ifpEtrzxr.m

jhL1 L~zi L

of

81 ‘ol EB 1E99££D6 S3WIUH 333 8fr:£1 E002 t-2 Jew


mailto:epresgntetfvcSbmcewgvhrach@lcgis.state.ak.M3

GI"*

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: rcpresentativebraciew fiyhrgcfa@ Begfojttete.ak.ns

la ~ o id k )

tntdd

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No.

3.TdephoneNo. (907) 766 3-"6 O

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES NO

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus cheek for:

/ ASuppdr-t lea l/II1fA 4he S A"m or!s

A '/ 11
Ut'fCj 'Ssoftu

EGIE99EL££06 S3WIUH 939 8-b SET E002 t-2 Jew


mailto:rcpresentativebraciewfiyhrgcfa@Begfojttete.ak.ns

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EM AIL: rearesentativebmeeiyevhruch@ legis.state.ak.as

Printed
2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo.~JT 7

3.TelephoneNo. (907) 'l (>L—

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES ~X NO

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus check for: "3LLtS-J

zr N ftS' [ # sjsw -hj

02*d E6IE997~0S S3WIBH 333 8t» JEI E002

*2 Jew


mailto:rearesentativebmeeiyevhruch@legis.state.ak.as

12 *d

FAX #(907) 4652273
EM AIL: reorcsentativebrucewevhruch@® legis.stat& .ak.iis

date

I.Name: ,

Signature “

Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No.

3.Telephone No. (907) N~T C

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES NO Y,

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:

£EGIE99££08B S3WIUH 330 GWEI EDO2

*2



Mar 24 2003 13:55 CFC HRINES 9077663193

FAX #(907) 465-2273

EMAIL: rei3resgpfatfvebmccwev3inich@ legis.state.ak.us

3 /~ |/ 0] date

1.Name: )
Signature
P a ul la[iL$»n
Printed
2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No. 3>
3.Teiephone No. (907) N VT

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES NO X.

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:

N> sthsK f'a sfltrfur


mailto:rei3resgpfatfvebmccwev3inich@Iegis.state.ak.us

Mar 24 2003 13:55 CFC HRINES 9077663193

FAX #(907) 465-2273
E MAIL: represcntativeforucewev3irucli@legls.stalr.ak.os

Q 'Z- date

LName: PADb L Xfcfr'fr* L'Rhjlfx-F* =
Signature

<P*-ut <TA)HuU™*.i p«r .
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.Box No. N

3.Telephone No. (907) £>3

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES NO A

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus check for:

rTi-/; -A * /(EV .,

UfArfih?

. 23


mailto:represcntativeforucewev3irucli@Iegls.stalr.ak.os

Mar 24 2003 13:56 CFC HIfIIMES 9077663193

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: rcprescntativefon3cewevhrwch@kgSs.state.ak.qs

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo._

3.Telephonc No._(907) 2ALj» 2 3.

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YESVC NO

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus check for:

. 24


mailto:rcprescntativefon3cewevhrwch@kgSs.state.ak.qs

Mar 24 2003 13:56 CFC HRIMES 9077663193

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: rgpresgnlativebrac€weyhru€h@tegfo.state,ak.us

&3 date
. S'n »
Signature
IV/Lr? r<L/Mrth ' «-T~ 57i »
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No._jj_LtL

3.Telephone N\ (907) *TE4 *2 2. 3

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES ™ NO__

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:

sy CZp. A T41S

p

.25



9077663193
Mar 24 2003 13:51 CFC HAINES

FAX #(907) 465-2273
E MAIL: reipreseiitativcbruccwevhrqgch@IcEfis.state.ak.tas

3[/ffk>3 date

I.Name: ,
nature

f?oy Z, ca
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No.

3.TelcphoneNo. (907) l o

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES v NO

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus check for:

< Jt nsris


mailto:reipreseiitativcbruccwevhrqch@IcEfis.state.ak.tas

Mar 24 2003 13:51 CFC HRIMES 9077663193

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: represantat3velbrucewevh!racli@3egbs.sfatg.ak.as

date
TJo'tch "
INa . TfadLLHh X oialLQ
Signature

CAaA'Ma. W leulis

Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.Box No. 183

3.Telephone No. (907) '7@f>» 21
4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES1$ NO_

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus check for: ~cxJi

m<ocml| Spcxivi-Viy pasjs -fnv  hr)U<U>ho” <l

Y Pj-unTii imoiM-h -fw
X peaSE.-_


mailto:racli@3eg5s.sfatg.ak.as

3077663193
r 24 2003 13:51 CFC HRINES

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: r-gpresenfatiYebragcweyhracfa@fegig.siate.ak.nM

03 date

I.Name: C N JfjrsyQ
Signature J

'$ e L-Ctirdal
Printed N

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No. [1?#

3.Telephooe No. (907) *7%66 «3$68

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES NO *—~
5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:
X-dA Artrec<z2<rd&.."Items
A?I#I*SESM M Z( LA> — -] ed?
< U / s -Az”?



mailto:r-gpresenfatiYebragcweyhracfa@fegig.siate.ak.nM

9077663193
Mar 24 2003 13:51 CFC HRIMES

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: renrcsentativeforucewevliruch@,gegis.sta$e.ak.iis

date

I.Name:
>ignaU&re 7

I&kty [

Printe
2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo //m ? &
3.TelephoneNo. (907)
4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES NO~AX*

5. lusetheLongevity Bonuscheck for:_



Mar 24 2003 13:51 CFC HRINES 9077GG3193

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: rgprEsEnlat'jvebra™gweyjirucli@3egis.slatg.ak.ug

date

I.Name: <?m
Signature

ma«,\orif C. M#rrtfEuls

Printed
2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No.
3.Telephone No. (907)J" <SAN-T
4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES X NO_

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:_

A ,/2/Moaua JA”

LM Z&k

N A jpihv G jr

< y£%$ -



Mar 24 2003 13:52 CFC HRINES 3077GG3193

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: representativebrmeewcYhrMch@liegig.state.ak.us

date

I.Name:  <SLle I’y . TT

Signature

Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo. / <T3

S.Telephone No. (907) L£>— Q-] |

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bobus? VES”™ N O

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for: r, N He,

i £ ___Hits. ) s &

Pe7j_


mailto:representativebrmeewcYhrMch@liegig.state.ak.us

Mar 24 2003 13:52 CFC HRINES 9077663193

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: representotivebnicovevhmcla@ legls.state.ak.i3s

ZZ} date

I.hName:z »~ Q ~ [ A
Signature

L

Printed
2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No. /fy 74—

3.Telephone No. (907) 7~ /™

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES NO _

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus check for:_

—J kr

L EM JE.

J


mailto:representotivebnicovevhmcla@Iegls.state.ak.i3s

Mar 24 2003 13:52 CFC HRINES 9077663193

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: TOpresentativsbracewwfarac3i@8ggig.state.alt.tts

Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No.

S.Telephone No. (907) 10>£>-222%

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES \/ NO__

5. LusetheLongevity Bonuscheek for: B/ Ils.


mailto:TOpresentativsbracewwfarac3i@8ggig.state.aIt.tts

9077663193
24 2003 13:52 CFC HRINES

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: rgpre9e?ata$rrebnifigwey]iri3cfa@.kgfe.sfcife.ak.iBs

L.Narae: Q ~du.
* Signature

CTohn SchbnaM
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No, j4j3_

3.Telephone No. (907) 7££ Z22&

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES >/ NO_

5. Lusethe Longevity Bonuscheck for: ckarn y » B>gyseed * £



Mar 24 2003 13:52 CFC HRINES 9077663133

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: represenlatjyebrnceW'eyhruc3i@ieg3S.statg.ak.M3

ffyrtAJrJdd - flidate

£ _£/'E -SAM h >
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No.

3.Telephone No. (907) *7d C- <57

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES )( NO

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus check for:.

C - a

syyrmlJj

cj'.ts/s? 7 rid *"0. ~yoAr<s5-nnt

4 1£ L sk / 7



mailto:eyhruc3i@ieg3S.statg.ak.M3

- J
Mar 24 2003 13:-*;2 CFC HRINES 9077663193 P 9

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: rgpresentativeforucgweyhrMCh@Iegis.state.ak.us

MY e

[.Name: tA S YANKOT7TTIE < )
Signature

Printed /

2. Address: Haines. Alaska 99827 P.O. BoxNo. f<2Yr

3.Telephone No. (907) a
4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES _~NO _

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for: ° M<>yk SAWN'I?r

AR fm [ET]| < J & 0 A o /fy ts S

A~~ My. X-££ 9rf£ Y/eS'Vo)y £


mailto:rgpre3entativeforucgweyhrMCh@Iegis.state.ak.u3

Mar 24 2003 13:53 CFC HRIMES 9077653193

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: renreaentatiyebrmceweyhrach@segjs.sftate.ak.Ms

* 3 date
|.Name: —f-?p 7
Signature
AN O "ex. cy | g'jl-—-
Printed *

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo. / O

3.Telephone No. (907) 7 £77

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YESX NO

5. lusethe Longevity Bonus check for:_


mailto:renreaentatiyebrmceweyhrach@8egjs.sftate.ak.M8

9077G63193
Mar 24 2003 13:53 CFC HRINES

FAX #(907) 465-2273
E MAIL: repr8sgatatSvebracewcvhra3ch@3cgis.state.ak.Ms

/ /
6 5 [/I™NIW date

I.Name:
Signature /

. IrfX sL GjjL.
Printed Z'

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo.”™ 33

3.TelephoaeNo., (907) 2 60/

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES\]JS NO_

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for: r tf &n

Nyop <v-rv dd-SazZLila& j& Au. AN'M vsx.T SL I*-

Me<L.. ISt [ 2 o< <> s IT7

<3NTZ@g— QuV. UEJjhELIE— Isjjn* * y? yJ/&is. rl
jJj’ n rr/Ao” /Typn

.A qSd—S/Lrtfi.a.. f(Ei'rtfj{$ K- AT oA ~Tn Ima ArtA.iv* ——---—---

. u (UA, izt H 0 <9/ f *?.zsfiLiLg, / p—

cj./IY&E ii —fA z LjzA LflkiJf-3 a</orst iZ&A


mailto:repr8sgatatSvebracewcvhra3ch@3cgis.state.ak.Ms

Mar 24 2003 13:53 CFC HRINES 9077653193

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: representativebrMCffwevhniicfc@ileg38.sfate.ak.us |,

Tki& utdfE date

I.Name

Signature (/

Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No.

3.Telephone No. (907) 70?7 C~ 2-/~ N

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES X NO__

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus chick for: /fo'i'U-

slyt/-< £7-

at n

.15


mailto:representativebrMCffwevhniicfc@ileg38.sfate.ak.us

Mar 24 2003 13:53 CFG HAINES 9077663193

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: representativcbniggweyiirpch@BegSg.stat8.ak.gs

/ 7fy|/zteJL <Bdate

A/A-gJd&tg J, U/rf/&>

Printed
2. Address: Baines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No.

3.Telephone No. (9071 ?U*-SLC&/'

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES ¥ NO

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:

& & LLEJL& £zjdhtZ .sru f
JU M~ 3N xru

€ .r,n-ntfMyy ,.nr g ..if., “froA mm"mmm 1in  TrirkmmLl........ —

4

K

* orilliini

;K


mailto:representativcbniggweyiirpch@BegSg.stat8.ak.qs

Mar 24 2003 13:54 CFC HRINES 9077663193

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: reprcsantatrrebimfiwe~yliriach@geg3s.3tafa.ak. Ttis

I.Name:
ignature

Jto.fclfZ  WAXZ'O
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo. |IIf

3.Telcphone No. (907) 7(g k ~22€4p

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES NO_

5. | use the Longevity Bonus cheek for:_

4u>d2. £2p zZfcersi, emeeee-

AN

.17



Mar 24 2003 13:54 CFC HRINES 9077G63193

FAX #(907) 465-2273
E MAIL: reprgsentaliygbrueewevhraich@legs.sfrate.ak.us

date

1-Name:
Signature

ZTvecm.* f\. rd
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O.BoxNo. JTV f

3.Telephone No. (907) 746" 3 &P

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES K" NQ

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:_

-Ertvar -VEr

. 18


mailto:reprgsentaliygbrueewevhr31ch@Ieg3s.sfrate.ak.us

Mar 24 2003 13:54 CFC HRIMES 9077663193

FAX #(907) 465-2273
EMAIL: represenfativebracgwgyhrncfa@3egis»afate.ak.iis

fH (" Cir\ a7 date ZaaS$S

[.Name: N2T
Signature
JAX ?2)) ~~ 17 JJ>
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No. 'Z7"5~<5

3.Telephone No. (907) ILSJASI

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES ]/ NO

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:

sL frt? Noos J jiL AL

.19

%H



Mar 24 2003 13:55 CEC HAINES 3077663193

FAX #(907) 465-2273
E MAIL: represgntat3yebraceweyhrMcih@Jliegis.sft3te.ak.gs

*t 1 '\ /]
I.Name: TntAsusra-'l/ U dAAjU -~

Signature

EtlkkJaL yZEd&A/ >

Printed
2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Box No.

3.Tclephone No._(907)
4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES NO JK,

5. 1 use the Longevity Bonus check for:

'Q OAte*
AMNaJkeX T,

"(m L

.20


mailto:represgntat3yebraeeweyhrMcih@Jliegis.sft3te.ak.gs

Mar 24 2003 13:55 CFC HRINES 9077663133

FAX #(907) 465-2273
E MAIL: renresentatiyebruceweyhruch@ legis.state.ak.us

1.Name: st~ (Us :
Signature

/3. Cj, fSdH v
Printed

2. Address: Haines, Alaska 99827 P.O. Bex No. & 3

N Telephone No. (907) A *1 ~

4. Do you receive the Longevity Bonus? YES NO X

5. | use the Longevity Bonus check for:

.21


mailto:renresentatiyebruceweyhruch@Iegis.state.ak.us

R epresentative E ric C roft

March 27, 2003

To the.Members of the Senate State Affairs Committee,

| disagree with the Governor’s efforts to balance the budget on the backs of Alaska’s
seniors.

Eliminating the Longevity Bonus Program will cause real hardship to people in their later
years who have made life decisions based on our promise of this small stipend. In some
cases the Longevity Bonus is the difference of being able to afford food AND medicine.
In other cases it simply allows our elders to live with a little bit more dignity.

I have heard overwhelming opposition to eliminating the Longevity Bonus Program from
my constituents. | have promised the people who have called, written, and e-mailed my
office that I would add their voices to mine in opposition to this bill. Please consider this
testimony with the weight of the 56 names at the bottom.

| believe a deal is a deal. | urge you to vote AGAINST SB 117.

On behalf of:
Ms. Betty A. Bergstrom, 2309 W. Tudor, Anchorage AK 99517

Mr. Rodger Borer, 1307 W. 39thPl., Anchorage AK 99503

Mr. Alex Calugan, 1001 Boniface #22N, Anchorage Al< 99504
Mr. James Carrol, PO Box 90070, Anchorage AK, 99509

E. M. Casey, 8480 Jewel Lake Rd. #2, Anchorage AK 99502

Ms. Jane Cason, 2110 W. 46lh Ave., Anchorage AK 99517

Mr. Robert P. Clark Jr., 200 W. 34 hAve. #344, Anchorage AK 99503
Ms. Marianne Clock, 3302 Montpelier Ct., Anchorage AK 99503
Ms. Elizabeth El Isreal, 1101 W. 23l Ave., Anchorage AK, 99503
Mr. Howard Flynn, 4203 Minnesota Dr., Anchorage AK 99503
Mrs. Mary Flynn, -4203 Minnesota Dr.. Anchorage AK 99503

Ms. Victoria Garcia, 2700 W. 671 Ave, Anchorage AK 99502

Ms. Maybclle German, 3318 Monticcllo, Anchorage AK 99503
Ms. Marion Gregory, PO Box 190183, Anchorage AK 99519

Ms. Lillian Groothuis, 1408 W. 23 Ave., Anchorage AK 99503
Mrs. Ellen Helgason, 4103 North Star St., Anchorage AK 99503
Mr. Leonard Helgason, 4103 North Star St., Anchorage AK 99503
Ms. Shirley Helmholtz, 1003 Chugach Way, Anchorage AK 99503
Mr. Carl N. Jensen Sr., PO Box 47027, Pedro Bay AK 99647

January-May: State Capitol « Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 « (907) 465-4998 « (800) 689-4998 « Fax (907) 465-4419
June-Deceinber: 716 W. 4th Avenue « Anchorage, Alaska 99501 « (907) 258-8162
Representative_Eric_Croft@ legis.state.ak.us


mailto:Representative_Eric_Croft@legis.state.ak.us

Mr. Gus Jensen, 1711 Adonis Dr., Anchorage AK 99515

Mrs. Mary Jensen, 1711 Adonis Dr., Anchorage AK 99515
Martin Johansen, 2040 Muldoon Rd., Unit 110, Anchorage AK 99504
Mrs. Anne Johnson, 4600 Early Spring, Homer AK 99603

Mr. Walter Johnson, 460C Early Spring, I-lomer AK 99603

Mr. Herbert Kinvvorthy, 2201 Culver PL., Anchorage AK 99503
Mrs. Ann Kinworthy, 2201 Culver PI., Anchorage AK 99503
Mr. Charles Lippitt, 3900 Taft, Anchorage AK 99517

Mr. John Louholz, 701 W. 30th Ave., Anchorage AK 99503

Ms. Regina Levy, 915 W. 22nd Ave., Anchorage AK 99503

Mrs. Clarita Malone, Anchorage AK

Mr. Francisco Malone, Anchorage AK

Mrs. Evelyn Mamaloff, 8761 Midland Pi., Anchorage AK 99515
Mr. Fred Mamaloff, 8761 Midland PI., Anchorage AK 99515
Ms. Aurelie McCain, 7600 Evander Dr., Anchorage AK 99518
Mrs. Maxine McDaniel, 5514 Cope St., Anchorage AK 99518
Mr. Scott McDaniel, 5514 Cope St., Anchorage AK, 99518

Ms. Unice McCurdy, PO Box 91112, Anchorage AK 99509

Ms. Louise Miller, 3360 Monticello Ct., Anchorage AK 99503
Mr. Bud Mommsen, 3906 Lois Dr., Anchorage AK 99517

Mrs. Estell Mommsen, 3906 Lois Dr., Anchorage AK99517

Mr. Frank Neeley, 1604 E St., Anchorage AK 99501

Mrs. Beverly Neeley, 1604 E St., Anchorage AK 99501

Ms. Josephine Oilman, 901 W. 23rd Ave., #H, Anchorage AK 99503
Mr. Frank Pagano, 2247 W. 46lh Ave., Anchorage AK 99517
Ms. Ethel Peyton, 1640 Oxford, Anchorage AK 99503

Mr. Joseph Poletti, 1508 W. 43rd, #30, Anchorage AK 99503
Mr. James Rickteroff, 8800 Centennial Cir, #305, Anchorage AK 99504
Mr. Joe Russo, 1505 W. 35Ih Ave., Anchorage AK 99503

Mr. Joe Russo Jr., 1505 W. 35d Ave., Anchorage AK 99503
Mrs. Lorraine Russo, 1505 W. 35™ Ave., Anchorage AK 99503
Mr. Robert Sauer, 1001 W. 30,hAve. #4, Anchorage AK 99503
Ms. Rowene Sewell, PO Box 100347, Anchorage AK 99510
Ms. Evelyn Stevens, 1310 G St., Anchorage AK 99501

Ms. Ellen Thomas, 18550 Walrus Cir., Eagle River AK 99577
Mr. Frank Tomlinson, 1305 Oxford Dr., Anchorage AK, 99503
Mr. Glenn Warnke, 3311 Eureka St., #2, Anchorage AK 99503
Ms. Delores Yribar, 1801 Cleveland Ave, Anchorage AK 99517

Sincerely,



Subject Ode: Longevity Bonus-Support Proposed
Date: 3/20/2003

Name: Chapman, Darlene

Mailing Address: P.O. Box 770165

Eagle River AK 99577-
Email address:
Message:
Record Number: 288 GB Entered By: m

Office of Constituent Relations For Internal Use

Action taken
D ate:

By whom —

Comments

Tuesday, March 25, 2003 Page 28 of 32



Subject Code: Longevity Bonus-Support Proposed
Date: 3/21/2003

Name: Moore, Ruby

Mailing Address:

AK
Email address:
Message:
Record Number: 302 GB Entered By: jm

Office of Constituent Relations For Internal Use

Action taken
D ate:
By whom
Comments

Tuesday, March 25, 2003 Page 29 of 32



Subject Code:
Date:

Name:

Mailing Address:

Email address:

Message:

Record Number:

Longevity Bonus-Support Proposed
3/21/2003

Thompson, Margaret

7433 Peck Avenue

Anchorage AK

314 GB Entered By:

Office of Constituent Relations For Internal Use

Action taken

D ate:

By whom

Comments

Tuesday, March 25, 2003
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Roy E. Hoyt Jr.
P.O. Box 2121
Homer, AK 99603-2121

March 13, 2003

Hon. Gary Stevens
State Capitol, Room 417
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Sen. Stevens:

Govenor Murkowski made a bold but proper move requesting
elimination of the longevity bonus.

Jnitally this program was very good as it was intended for those
that had been residents of Alaska prior to statehood, had lived
here 25 years and were 65 years old. The program got out of hand
when some liberal organ!zitions and their lawyers searched out
and found an individual that had arrived in the state just after
statehood, then sued the state on his behalf. The state made a
most feeble attempt to defend the program and lost the case. In
other words the state just rolled over. When we lost the Rodney
Vest case the program should have been terminated at that time.

When the program was allowed to continue it precipitated a
migration of elderly to the state for the "free Money" which got
out of hand. Means testing of the program was suggested by
Governor Knowles which is the wrong way to go about reducing the
cost due to assurance of another law suit and the administrative
costs involved to administer that program plus fraud. There was
another chance to terminate the program entirely in 1993 when
elimination was stairstepped as it is now. There are adequate
welfare programs in the state to take care of the needy elderly

or some could be expanded to do so.

In the past few years the program has been liberalized to allow
recipients to remain out of state for longer periods of time and

even re-enter it.

I heard Steve McDonald an anchor on KTUU Channel 2 state on
Anchorage Edition KAKM Channel 7 that the program enabled many
grandparents to come up here and be near their grandchildren.
Since when is it a responsibility of the state to bring and Kkeep
grandparents and grandchildren together at the expense of

everyone else

$48,000,000.00 is a lot of money to save. Means testing is the
wrong answer.The program should be eliminated.

There are 38,000 residents over the age of 65 in the state and
only 13,000 are receiving the bonus. More elderly residents are
not receiving the bonus than are and they seem to be making out



alright without it.

Incidentally 1 am a recipient of the program and feel that it
should be entirely eliminated.
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the system.
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Longevity Bonus Program

Subject: Longevity Bonus Program
Date: Sat, 8 Mar 2003 11:03:25 -0900 (AJCST)
From: filletrelease@webtv.net (Jacqui & Lane Anderson, Alaska)

To: Gov_Budget@gov.state.ak.us

Ya did good getting rid of this program, ya might also think about a RIP
for State employees to save a few bucks too. Keep up the good work!!!

Lane Anderson

lof! 3/S/2003 2:49 PM


mailto:filletrelease@webtv.net
mailto:Gov_Budget@gov.state.ak.us
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Subject: longevity
Date: Fri, 07 Mar 2003 23:02:07 -0900
From: joantower <jetower@gci.net>
To: Gov_Budget@gov.state.ak.us

lam 61 and |feel that you are doing the right thing in eliminating the longevity bonus Aso I'have worked for private
non profits for 13 years and feel that if they would use the money that they recieve wisely there would be no need for

waitlists Joan Tower

lofl 3/8/2003 2:49 PM


mailto:jetower@gci.net
mailto:Gov_Budget@gov.state.ak.us

HB 158 Concerning the Longevity Bonus

Jof1

C dr -

Subject: HB 158 Concerning the Longevity Bonus

Date: Tue, 11 Mar 2003 16:43:09 EST

From: Beclifford@aol.com

To: Gov_Budget@gov.state.ak.us

AALP has sent an alert concerning the above and is seeking support. | am a
senior Alaska citizen. | have been happy for those who have benefited from
the bonus over the years. | also understand the problems Alaska is having
and fully support necessaryefforts to balance our State budget. | believe

that State Government must be made smaller is the coming years. More can be
said and while | am happy for those who continue to receive the bonus, |
SUPPORT THE PASSAGE OF HB 158 which | understand is to stop the bonus program
effective June 30 this year.

Considerations | have in this decision:
The bonus program is not an entitlement.

The Zobel ruling in my mind said that if anyshare, all share. This is no
longer the case for the bonus program.

I believe that when the 1996 bill was passed and new applications were no
longer being taken, the program should have been reduced $50.00 a month, for
those who were in the program at that time, to zero rather than the way the

program was formatted.

I know of families who brought parents and other family members to Alaska
because of the bonus program. This was not the intent of this program and |
consider it a major abuse of the bonus.

Thank you for considering my voice.
Burton L. Clifford

9500 Victor Road
Anchorage, AK

3/11/2003 3:06 PM


mailto:Beclifford@aol.com
mailto:Gov_Budget@gov.state.ak.us

Subject Code: Longevity Bonus

P <*cr»nncAC

Dote: 3/11/2003
Name: Shattuck, Roger
Mailing Address: 1714 Willow Drive
Juneau AK 99801-

Email address:

Mcssagc: In favor of cutting longevity bonus and the budget

Record Number: 70 Entered By: m

Office of Constituent Relations For Internal Use

Action taken:
Date:  --------m-
By whom: —

Comments:

Tuesday, March 11,2003 Page 13 of 18



Proposed Longevity Cut

Subject: Proposed Longevity Cut
Date: Wed, 12 Mar 2003 13:06:37 -0800
From: Gloria Kent <glo@alaskalife.net>
To: gov_budget@gov.state.ak.us

A great place to cut an inequity! A supplemental rent or medicate
payment has never been the intent of this payout and is not an
appropriate justification to continue to help some, but not all seniors

who helped to make this a great state.


mailto:glo@alaskalife.net
mailto:gov_budget@gov.state.ak.us

Subject Code: Longevity Bonus -
Date: 3/12/2003

Name: Roland. Ken

Mailing Addr HC 04 Box ~194

Palmer AK
Email address
Message: longevity bonusis discriminator)', get rid of it.
Record Number: 38 GB Entered By: m

Office of Constituent Relations For Internal Use

Action taken

D ate:

By whom

Comments

Wednesday, March 12,2003 Page 14 of 17



Subject Code:' Longevity Bonus - \J Yy
Date: 3/12/2003

Name: Laykep, Denny

Mailing Addr 8913 Duran Street

Juneau AK 99801-
Email address
Message: ABOLISH the longevity bonus. | fully support the Governor
Record Number: 42 GB Entered By: ly

Office of Constituent Relations For Internal Use

Action taken

D ate:

By whom

Comments

Wednesday, March 12,2003 Page 130 fl7



Subject Code: Longevity Bonus -
\Y

Date: . 3/12/2003

Name: Kleine, Jerald

Mailing Addr 12311 Tracy Road

Anchorage AK 99516
Email address
Message: SUPPORT THE LONGEVITY REMOVAL
Record Number: 39 GB Entered By: ly

Office of Constituent Relations For Internal Use

Action taken

D ate:
By whom -

Comments

Wednesday, March 12, 2003 Page 12 of 17



Longevity Payments

Subject: Longevity Payments
Date: Thu, 13 Mar 2003 18:07:28 +0000
From: "JosefRessel" <inajean@hotmail.com>
To: Gov_Budget@gov.state.ak,us

Dear Governor Murkowski,

The name longevity bonus is a big misnomer and has nothing to do how long a
person lived in Alaska. This program should have never been started in the
first place, but at least totally eliminated a long time ago. You are
correct to do it now:

Sincerely,

The Ressel Family,

Joe and Ina

4043 North Point Dr.

Anchorage

MBN 8 helps eliminate e-mail viruses. Get 2 months FREE*.
http //join .msn.com'/?page=features/virus

lofl 3/13/2003 12:29 PM
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JUNEAU - ,The HousE
passed 25-12 today a bill to pay
Alaskans 65 years of age who
In the state for 25
years a $250 ..a month
supplementary retirement.

Rep.: Tom Jvinlc,
R-Anchorage, one the
leading opponents of the bill,

have lived

-of

called it a “cruel hoax" and
pointed out that the funding
provided would not pernlit

full payment of $250 allow ed if
as many as 3,000 were eligible.’

The'Housc first tabled, 22-16,
a motion which would have
changed the philosophy of the
program ofone ofan incentive
old-timers to In. the
that would have

‘for .stay

state' toone
been based on need.-;

*Rep.- Chancy vCrdft,
D-Anchorage;; said the
amendm ent-would -raise'-the
old

would

level—of—thoso—on age

assistance and. have
benefited a gfeater number by
including all those 65 years of

age regardless of whether they

hadJived in the state 25 years.
House "Speaker Jalm ar
Kerttulai--D -Palmer,— who
relinquished" his chair to
participate in the debate said
the bill was an effort to

make a direct contribution io
the old-timers who have toiled,
in the state and may “have'”a
very fewu more years to,
participate in the wealth of th'e
state.” He said the money
w-ould be paid on.an “annuity”
with the interest

from a $103 million

s

basis”
derived
fund.

]

T

O Benefit

*%x x 7

Retirement Aid

Bill Approved
On 25-12 Vote

Kerttula said he resented the
bill being called a bribe or a
cruel hoax and he added that if
in 15 0or 20 years it becomes too
expensive, like any other law it
can be repealed.

Sen. Jay Hammond,
listened to the House debate,
said this is an issue which may
tie up the legislature for some
time. He said, “I’'m just very
fearful. You don’t have the
type of support and nobody
will -busLloose.and.brenk the

who

committee.system to getjt .out__

of theSenate. . ... .
Sack ett”’

Rep. John

R-Galena, wt successful in
changing the requirement for
an application to be subm itted
by those receiving benefits
every six'months rather than
monthly. He said it, would
create a tremendous burden
on persons from bush com-

munities to have to complete

an application every month

when mail service may be
more than a month behind.
The amendmentwas the only
amendment adopted to the
finance com mittee substitute -
for Rep. Clem Tillion’sbill.

T he Halibut. Cove.

the."House
.wtio

Republican told
that two-thirds of those
would be eligible to receive the
payments are natives. In
response to questions, Tiilion
said thatlJbetween- 2,200,and_
3,200 persons over 65cPuld_be
the program, and
number .1,180 ,are
- GAV.

eligible for
of that
natives.
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Office of the Governor

550 West 7th Ave, Ste 1700
Anchorage, AK 99501
(907-269-7450)

PUBLIC OPINION MESSAGP

Date: March 17, 2003

From: Renee Reenstra
5600 Craig Drive
Anchorage, AK 99504

333-1492
To: Governor Murkowski
Subject: Longevity Bonus
Operator: Susan Fischetti

Received letter from Senator Davis and Rep. Crawford and Cissna. Agree with
phasing out the longevity bonus but should be based on those that need it and not
given to those that don't qualify. It has saved my back but should be used to help
those who need it.
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FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note Number: J

STATE OF ALASKA

2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB 117
(S) Publish Date:
Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):3/27/04 (correction) Dept. Affected; Administration
Title BRU Longevity Bonus
Component Longevity Bonus Grants
Sponsor Governor
Requester Component No. 26
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004  FY 2005  FY 2006  FY 2007  FY 2008  FY 2009
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims (44,777.9) (41543.3) (38,344.2) (35203.3) (32,130.4) (29,080.8)
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING (44,7779) (41543.3) (38,344.2) (35203.3) (32,130.4) (29,080.8)

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( r=E
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match
1004 GF (447779) (41543.3) (38,344.2) (35203.3) (32,130.4) (29,080.8)

005 GF/Program Receipts
n 37 GF/Mental Health

O'iier (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL (44,777.9) (415433) (38,344.2) (35203.3) (32,130.4) (29,080.8)

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 00
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor’s FY 2004 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate papa if necessary)

This reduction reflects the FY2004 savings from eliminating the Longevity Bonus program. The reduction
is included in the FY2004 budget. This fiscal note is 'or information purposes only.

This corrected fiscal note shows expected savings in each fiscal year when compared to forecast
expenditures under the existing program.

Prepared by:  Dan Spencer Phone 465-5655

Division Administrative Services Date/Time 3/27/03 10:30 AM
Approved by:  Mike Miller Date 3/27/2003
Agency Commissioner

Page 10f1

(Revhod 0/2002 OMB)



p.o.box 110001

Frank H. Murkowski
uneau, Alaska 9981 i-0001I
Governor (S07) 465-3500
GOVERNOR@GOV.STATE.AK.US WWW GOV STATE R Gs

State of Alaska
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR
JUNEAU

March 5, 2003

The Honorable Gene Therriault
President of the Senate

Alaska State Legislature

State Capitol, Room 107
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear President Therriault:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec 18, of the Alaska Constitution, I am
transmitting a bill that would eliminate the Alaska Longevity Bonus Program.

In 1972 Alaska initiated a program to reward our long-term residents
(seniors) for their contributions and provide them with an incentive to remain
in Alaska for their retirement years. It was originally intended to help those
Alaskans who had been residents for 25 years and as stated in its original
passage, was intended for those seniors who had “molded Alaska as we know it
thro; ~h skillful application of their talents.”

Since that time, the Courts ruled that the 25 year residency requirement
was unconstitutional. The new program instituted was expanded to all seniors
residing in the state for one year. By 1993, the cost to the state was up to $65
million a year. The legislature, recognizing that the cost would continue to
escalate with the rapid growth of Alaska’ senior population, implemented a
phase out of the program.

The judiciary eliminated the longevity program for Alaska’s pioneers. The
bill I transmit today ends its successor, eliminating a program that has
outlived its original purpose and no longer offers special consideration to those
pioneers so deserving of our thanks.


http://WWW.GOV.STATE.AK.US
mailto:GOVERNOR@GOV.STATE.AK.U5

The Honorable Gene Thierriault
M arch 5, 2003

Page 2

Alaska will continue to provide assistance and “safely net” programs for
senior citizens. Some are directed toward all seniors such as an exemption
from Hunting and fishing fees, the senior citizen property tax exemption and
Pioneers’Homes. Many are targeted at seniors with limited means, including,
adult public assistance, Medicaid assistance, personal care attendant services,
nursing home services, home and community based waiver services, senior
housing assistance, nutrition programs, and senior training and employment

programs.
lurge your prompt and favorable action on this measure.

Sincerely,

Frank H. Murkowski
Governor



10

03/26/2003 11:52 3072623B83
STERLING SR CENTER PAGE 01

Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony w the . .
committee n«jc

roree * public hearing date
To: Senate Roaring on Lon”vity Bonus

March 25,2003

Please regard this iwuc «sa disaster to many seniors if this bonuscheck is taken away
from thorn. There are many ofus in (he same category older seniors with more health
issues, higher medical and prescription drug bills, higher gas, heating oil and electrical
prices and at a point in our lives with no chance of earning money to keep up with
monthly bills. Also-consider that we all spend this money-here at home, the money
circulates here,in Alaska. 1f cuts-need,to be made-consider cutting from those on the
highest scale ofincomes and benefits, not those on the lowest income level.

Thanks for your time and support the seniors longevity program as we depend on it.
Fern Chamberlin

Box 109

Sterling, A$ 99672

Phone 907-262-4193

Teatlflcr

Representing (optional)
Additas

Phone number

k 5206 883 £06 'ONm on id\aX W 19:11 M S00s-93-ayll
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Dear Senator or Representative:

SUBJECT: LONGEVITY BONUS PROGRAM
7S7- 7SVE6

Please leave this program alone, it is working well. The State of Alaska made a PROMISE

to the people who helped get us Statehood, built up Alaska in Territorial days and took
pride in doing so. Fourth Avenue was the only paved road in Anchorage, the fishermen
trappers and miners ran the Territory they loved. They were all hard working people. When
they aged, they wanted to stay in Alaska. The Sitka Pioneer Home, the only one at the time,
helped a lot. Others had to leave Alaska due to our high cost of living.

The PROMISE was the Longevity Bonus Program to help these Pioneers stay here.They were the
people who had lived and worked here, even though it was hard at times. Governor Murkowsky
says we can use other available programs to offset the loss of the monthly check.NOT TRUE.

1. Medicare pays less and less. More medical no longer covered. Some needed blood tests
not covered, hospital charges $91.00 for this one alone.

Some doctors will not take new Medica/fe patients.

Costs of prescriptions are out of sight. Some people have to decide whether to eat or
get needed medicine to help their condition.

4. Meals on Wheels cannot bring a meal to your home if you can drive a short distance or
a family member can. Or if you walk your dog in your own yard. | can't get respite

fdf dven 2 hmifs a waefc fof fehe game feaaen.

5. The Pioneer Homes have long waiting list?, lots of empty bees due to the lack of help.
| also know some people are paying over $4,000 a month there even though they are not
bed ridden. | don't understand this charge. Suppose the Governor closes these
Pioneer Homes? At $4,000 per month, how much of your savings could be left to go
elsewhere? | realize the "have nots" stay there, too, but how is the amount charged
the "haves" decided? A percentage of the remaining balance in savings?

The Longevity Bonus check has been figured into all our budgets. Each month there are

of us to receive these checks because we are a dying breed. | figure the youngest person
receiving a check of $100 per monthwas 72 years oldthis year. | was 74 on 12/23/2002,
which makes me one of the last people to qualify for $250.00 per month. | have been in
Alaska 55 years. This means a lot of people who receive $250 are older than | am, but may
not have been in Alaska as long due to the program rule of residency war declared to be
unconstitutional and opened it up to anyone of a certain age, no matter how recently they
had come to Alaska. Lots of people we know brought up Mom & Pop to live here and get the
$250 a month, turned the garage into an apartment. This made the list of those getting

checks go out of sight.

Three generations of our family born in Alaska, children, grandchildren and g*eat:children.
We do own our home. | receive $250, date of birth 12/23/28, my husband gets $200 even
though he's been here longer, dob 2/22/29, 2 months younger than me. Every penny we

spend for anything is spent here. We contribute to local charities, and quietly help
individuals needing it, taught remedial reading without salary, helped deaf 13 year old

to speak and other personal help to make life better here. That's what the pioneer
Alaskans always did, help each other because we cared and not for money.

We need this program to continue as it is, it's working well. As | said in the beginnigg,
leave the program alone, we're dying off and the Governor is wrong, most of us don't
qualify for the prgrams he thinks are there and we don't want charity. Also, if we lose
this program | can think of other ways tosave money, but then a lot of people, wouldn't
like it because it would be their money being given up.

I cannot believe the Governor and our Senators and Representive would even consider
touching this progrm. At the same time the Tourist Industry, which is private industry,
is again asking for a government FREE subsidy to offset its advertising costs. Tourists
have always come to see our different, beautiful State. Let this private industry
finally stand on its own. I would think the elderly are more important, reinember, we

live here.
Thank you for your time, Sincerely

/!/t 0



My husband and | worked hard for Statehood, at our own expense, working with
Delegate E. Bob Bartlett. My husband's letter to Congress regarding our Fisheries,
was so impressive it became a rart of the Congressional Record.

I'm sorry this is so long, but it is a very important to our age group and it seems as
though the needy, the handicapped and the elderly are often targets of cutting costs
of government down and more funds are asked for and given to businesses which should
always stand on their own two feet. | consider this a form of welfare, meaning the
business handouts,because it is their problem how they advertise. Saying they are
bringing business to Alaska, they are doing this advertising for their business, Alaska
itself does not need advertising. They choose to do big time advertising, fine, they
can pay for it like the rest of us do. W pay for an ad in the newpapersr The State
should not pay for anyone's advertising and these funds are not repaid to us, the
people of Alaska.The industry is quick to say how much they do for Alaska, it looks

to me like they want to be paid twice, one when they charge the customer and once when

they ask the State for money for free.

Sorry if | sound cynical,these two subjects are related. One, the government wants to take
away from people who can no longer work except for charitable organizations due to health
and age restrictions and continue to give to private industry every single year. If they

were a charity that would be different and would be considered however, maybe these people
have over extended their business for the all mighty dollar and feel the State owes them

something. Not true, as Harry S. Truman said, if you can't stand the heat, get out of the
kitchen. Businesses come and go, | know this to be true, | feel very strongly about

this, we should not subsidize tourist industry.
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TESTIMONY REGARDING THE LONGEVITY BONUS PROGRAM

My name is Rosalee T. Walker, and | have been a resident ofJuneau, Alaska
for 37 years. | come before you as a member of the Board of Directors for
the Older Persons Action Group (OPAG), and as the president ofthe AARP
Mount Juneau Chapter #865. Both of these organizations oppose the

elimination ofthe Longevity Bonus Program.

It is well documented that for many years Alaskan seniors have voluntarily
worked with elected officials at all levels of government to help to seek
solutions to a variety of problems. We are proud ofthe quality and extent of
our volunteer involvement. As Alaskans, we do not restrict our activities to
issues that are related to seniors only, but we work cooperatively to seek
responsible, reasonable, and fair solutions that will benefit our nation, our

state, and our local communities. We are, indeed, sensitive to the growing



concerns about Alaska’s budget situation and we participate with the

decision makers during their deliberations on budgetary matters.

When the Governor stated that he wanted to eliminate budgetary waste as a
rart of his plan to address Alaska’s budget dilemma, we applauded this
effort. Needless to say, it came as a great shock to us to find out that we had
been targeted as budgetary waste in the proposal to eliminate the Longevity
Bonus Program. The gross simplified justification that has been offered by
the Administration to eliminate the Longevity Bonus Program is based upon
an uninformed decision. Ending this program in such a sudden and
deliberate manner will open a Pandora’s box the results of which cannot be
imagined. Instead of helping to solve our budget problems, the elimination
ofthe Longevity Bonus Program has the potential to exacerbate Alaska’s
budgetary problems. Additionally, the negative impacts that will be imposed

upon some of Alaska’s most vulnerable citizens will be devastating.

There is nothing new about attempts to eliminate the Longevity Bonus
Program, and seniors have been zealous in their efforts to maintain at least
some portion of it’s benefits. In a sincere effort to salvage the program in

\W
b994, the Legislature made a commitment to continue the Longevity Bonus



Program on a limited basis and to allow the program to “sunset” itselfas the
participants left the state or died. For many of us who were involved at that

time, the agreement that was made was considered to be closure as far as this
particular issue was concerned. The Legislature made a commitment in good

faith and we seniors were satisfied that this would be the end of the matter.

State policy decisions concerning the Longevity Bonus Program should be
viewed in the context ofcurrent economic and social benefits to the
recipients as well as economic and social benefits to the state. Seeking waste
in government does not mean that it is necessary to “rip and run” with any
funds that may seem available without serious examination of impacts upon
the recipients, agencies, families, and communities. We all realize that the
devil is in the details, but the Administration has not taken the time to

analyze the Longevity Bonus Program to find out where the devil may be

hiding.

The proposal to eliminate the Longevity Bonus Program has been presented
to the Legislature in haste with no concern about anything except the

confiscation of funds for the Administration’s purposes. We seniors feel that



we were deliberately ignored during the development ofthis proposal, and
we feel a sense of betrayal regarding the -w&4 legislative commitment.

We respectfully ask that you vote against the Administration’s proposal to
eliminate the Longevity Bonus Program. Ifany ofyou have nagging and
persistent concerns, vote “NO” anyway. Give us at least one year to have an
opportunity to work with the Legislature, the Administration, and the
recipients to seek a solution that is responsible, reasonable, and fair. We are

ready, willing and able to volunteer the time and effort that will be necessary

to reach that goal.

PLEASE DO NOT ACCEPT THE ADMINISTRATION’S PROPOSAL TO

ELMIKATE THE LONGEVITY BONUS PROGRAM! VOTE “NO”!

Thank you foryour consideration ofthis request.
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The state’s safety nets for older
Alaskans may not catch any more
needy people than it does now if
the longevity bonus program is
eliminated.

That’s because the state has
never counted the $100-$250
monthly bonuses in deciding
whether someone is eligible for
many programs that help low-in-
come seniors.

However, some older Alaskans
who were eligible for public assis-
tance but never asked for it may
apply if they lose the longevity
bonus, said Elmer Lindstrom, a
special assistant in the Depart-
ment of Health and Social Ser-
vices.

“Intuitively, we would assume
there would be some people in that
category,” Lindstrom said. “But we
are scratching our heads and puz-
zling over how in the world to fig-
ure out what the actual population
might be.”

When Gov. Frank Murkowski
proposed eliminating the monthly
longevity bonuses that go to some
senior citizens, he said the state
had sufficient safety nets, such as
adult public assistance, to protect
needy Alaskans.

Adult public assistance is a pro-
gram that provided cash to more
than 4,700 low-income Alaskans
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over age 65 last year.

The Pioneers of Alaska - a
group representing about 7,000
seniors who have lived in the state
at least 30 years - opposes elimi-
nating the longevity bonus.

Bob Hufman, who heads the
group’s government affairs com-
mittee, said he could not estimate
how many elderly Alaskans will
turn to public assistance for help
without their bonuses.

“Some of the Pioneer seniors
that I've talked with, you know, just
can’t stand the thought of going on
welfare,” Hufman said.

The longevity bonus program at
one time provided all Alaskans
over age 65 with a $250 monthly
stipend, regardless of income. In
the early 1990s the Legislature
passed a law phasing out the pro-
gram, so that only Alaskans who
were at least 65 and living in the
state in 1996 continue receiving
checks.

Some 20,000 older Alaskans still
receive some level of bonus, at a
cost of $47.5 million a year.

In a letter accompanying the
bill to eliminate the program,
Murkowski said Alaska will contin-
ue to offer help to older Alaskans
through other programs.

He noted seniors are eligible for
free hunting and fisliing licenses,
property-tax exemptions, nutrition
programs such as meals-on-wheels
and access to pioneers’ homes,

ay

C
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which are state-run assisted-living
facilities.

In his letter to the Legislature,
the governor said low-income sen-
iors also can receive adult public
assistance, Medicaid, nursing
home and home-based health care,
and senior training and employ-
ment services.

The governor’s proposed fi? .al
2004 budget does not include esti-
mates on the added cost to the
state if seniors turn to other state
programs if longevity bonuses are
eliminated, said Ross Soboleff, a
spokesman for the Department of
Health and Social Services.

Soboleff said the department is
still trying to calculate that.

To be eligible for adult public
assistance, a senior citizen must
have income of less than $12,300 a
year and can't have more than
$2,000 in savings. Those on adult
public assistance are eligible for
other programs, including Medic-
aid, wliich pays for prescription
drugs.

Seniors with medical needs sig-
nificant enough to qualify for nurs-

u rr e n

ing-home care can receive
Medicaid even if their income is
close to $20,000 a year.

A hearing on the bill to elimi-
nate the longevity bonuses is
scheduled for 3:30 p.m. Thursday in
the Senate State Affairs Commit-
tee.



FROM

: CASEY 1

FAX NO. : 9072489192 Mar. 25 2003 02:38AM
FAX TO: 907 465 3532 E. M. Casey
8480 Jewel Lake Rd.
OPEN LETTER TO: Anchorage,. AK 99502

907 243 8530

March 24, 2003

The Honorable Frank Murkowski
Governor of the State of Alaska HB 158
Juneau, Alaska SB 117

Dear Governor Murkowski:

You puzzle me. Are you so astute that you have maneuvered
the Legislative Branch as a whole into a position where they
need to find ways to redress the inequities inherent 1in

your budgetary proposals? One or | hope more of the

bravest among the Legislators 1is asked most urgently and
sincerely to introduce a measure to restore funding to the
Longevity payment program for 2004 to continue in existence
this law that is of vital importance, 1in addition to
defeating the above bad bills.

Or, are you merely very ill-advised by your newly appointed
and close assciates who display little understanding of the
realities of life in Alaska? I would like to think that you
just are not fully aware of the stress, distress and fear

you are causing many elderly to endure. We certainly do not
"step up to the plate” to wordlessly give up our one and only
"safety net."” You are harming us even before June 30th D day.

The only "class clash™ among us is the divide between the
well-paid or pensioned employees of big corporations and
government and the rest of us. We may have far less to
live on but our votes count just as heavily, old or not.

You may not realize, surely your your younger number crunchers
<io not that those now in their 70"s, 80*s, 90"s and more

spent most of our working lives 1in years when the dollar amount
taxed into the Social Security system was much lowerthahthat
accumulated by later generations, 1including those now ,65 to 70;
Not only were those that followed us earning higher salaries

their FICA taxes were much higher. They can or do look forward
to higher monthly benefits than we will, ever receive. I worked
for 50 years but most of that was was under the years of low
wages and low FICA contributions. My monthly income could

never match that cf someone even just 10 years younger.

However, in Alaska there are many seniors and elders who
worked hard all their lives with little or no opportinity
to accumulate quarters of Social Security coverage nor the
opportunity to accumulate a million or two, much less nest
eggs suffucuent to support them in a world of constantly

P2
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rising prices in a state where the substantial difference in

the cost of necessities like food and fuel exist. Check your

own statistic gathering assistants on the differences for a

gallon of milk and a gallon of fuel, or a cartload of groceries
between Raiibeit cities with Juneau and towns and villages 1in
other parts of Alaska. (Part of the reason that a state-wide
sales tax does not fit in a state where there are many communities
with no property tax base and which rely on a local sales tax

to fund essential 1local services.)

There may be a few seniors who fill out the form and mail it
back to Juneau each month attesting to eligibity for the next
month®s check who do not need it to maintain themselves. I
suspect that those able to travel freely, those for whom money
is not a constant problem, already have opted out of the

program even though out-of-state regulations were eased a year _

or two ago,

1 hope you do realize that is a program that 1is far more
efficient and inexpensive in administration costs than most
government funded programs. Its expenses are largely clerical.
The money goes into the hands of those that need it and it is
spent locally.®" Local merchants and grocers would miss our
checks when we are left without the money to spend for food

to keep up the nutrition important to health.

Of course, there are still many who spend most of the monthly
check defraying such frills as paying for Part B of Medicare

and Medicare Supplemental Insunnce. IfT we can no longer manage
to pay our way and have to seek charitable help from the
Medicaid program, 1in addition to enduring personal 1investigation
and trying to secure the support of physicians for the change

if we can still obtain the services of physicans who no longer
welcome Medicare-M<?<iigappatients because their reimbursement
schedules from Medicare were cut drastically during the former
administration (the same administration whjordumped military
veterans into Medicare at the same time as part of creating a
surplus 1) then we can wait months to find out if Medicaid will
accept us- 1is that your idea of a "safety net?"

I am forciblyild reminded of the words of the unregenerste
Ebenezer Scrdbge who said when asked to help the at Christmas
and refusing, :the.i let them die and decrease the surplus
population."™ Are we not dying off fast enough . * 0?

I believe all of the reasons stated to this point in this
letter were factors in the deal struck between the Legislature
and the senior Alaskans when the phase-out law and promises
were made. That law gave time for those who would be
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effected protection if they were relying on the program or

time to anticipate the phase-out if they were near retirement..
This proposed abrupt, harsh and unreasonable ending of the
promised support does none of those things. Most of us can

no longer just go out and get another job to offset the loss

of the funds that enable us to maintain ourselves.

To many voters talk of reducing the size, expense and waste

of government meant cutting the number, size, duplication,

and complexity of offices, bureaus, and departments which

make this one of the most regulated states and complicate

our lives. Now we are told that instead every expenditure

on the people, the actual "state,"” will be funded if it is of

dollar value bottom line to £he state- “meaning the bureaucracy
of government! How many positions and expenditures have been

eliminated in the Executive Branch and it tentacles?

In private business the owner can govern by edict solely
concerned with protecting his monetary interest if he so chooses.
In a representative government focusing solely on a dollar

value bottom line is at the least inappropriate. Government,
including Republican government, exists to serve the people of
the state. Contending otherwise is a false premise.

Suddenly producing proposed budgetary decisions and changes of
policy as surprises, especially one like this which can only
have a major detrimental effect on the lives of the oldest

and most intirm citizens is akin to the game of uproar

played by children in classrooms to distract attention from
something they have done, or more likely something they

intend to do.

Have you considered folding the duties of Management and
Budget 1into a department with some connection and duty to
your constituants. It might help you put a human face on
future proposals.

The present budget proposals are pregnant with many
unintended consequences- to give you a generous benefit
of the doubt.

There are other”means of preventing passing along to later
generations a fiscal problem 20 years or more in the making.

Any flat tax (user > fee) would be inherently 1inequitable 1in
Alaska whatever it is called. Of course we should all pay
a user"s fee for benefittirag from state provided services
but that user®s fee must be in proportion to individual
ability to pay. After all we report income such as
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the dividends we receive from the Permanent Fund as well
as the Longevity payments on form 1040 as part of the process

of determining the amount of federal users liability we may
owe the federal government. There 1is no rational rea-ssm
reason not to begin gathering data and considering during
fiscal 2004 what a state services user."s fee based on a
small percentage of the federal fee should be.

No one means of raising new revenue can instantly cure 20

years or more of fiscal gap creation. Before Prudhoe Bay began

to ptovide it"s largesse, state citizens supported state n

services by paying such a progressive tax which"p.nto the

ability to pay. Such a user"s fee would provide all the ", .

traditional exemptions and deductions that apply to the A
L federal tax on personal 1inoome tax,/SWz user"s fee.

For 2004, after adjusting various fees attached to

businesses to make them relevant to the size and economy

of the businesses, a better reasoned decision about the
amount of the CBR draw for 2004 1is needed in order to buy
time for you and the Legislature to work together in a
cooperative and bipartisan way to begin giving some stability
to the finances of the state beginning in 2005-

While we wait to see if there is any new source of revenue
in oil and gas, government does have less draconian means
of aljieviating problems of the Operating Budget than
discarding it"s oldest and most infirm, and generally most
in need of promises kept, as if their contributions to
society are worthless. Their knowledge, wisdom and skills
supply many of the volunteer services which help to keep
the fabric of our economy and social services functioning.

Will you work with the committees and members of the
Legislative Branch, the source of approval for both approtc.
priations and expenditures, to craft a workable operating
budget, 1including funding 2004 for the Longevity payments
while you and the Legislators survey to find out why this
most efficiently run form of assistance 1is important?

Please excuse me for this form of submitting, public testimony
to hearings in the aforesaid two bills. I am too infirm and
immobile to travel to Legislative Offices for teleconference
much less go to Juneau. I cannot afford the means to use
E-mail nor toner cartridges for hard copies. My arthritic
hands and archaic typewriter and a bottle of White-Out are

my means of communication by an old FAX- as long as 1 can

pay the phone bill,,
Very sincerely

Eva Lyn m. Casey }
An Old Voter
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Honorable Gary Stevens, Chair
Senate State Affairs Committee
Alaska Capitol, Room 417
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

March 24, 2003 SB 117 (Governor Murkowski)- Oppose

Dear Chair Stevens:

Onbehalfofthe AARP members in Alaska, we encourage you and your colleagues on
the Senate State Affairs Committee to oppose SB 117, submitted by the Senate Rules
Committee on behalfofGovernorMurkowski. SB 117 would eliminate the Alaska

Longevity Bonus Program.

In 1972, the State ofAlaska initiated the Longevity Bonus Program asaway of
rewarding those older Alaskans who contributed to the State's growth when Alaska was a

territory, then eventually a state.

As the program is no longer accepting new applicants, there are Alaskans, who because
they applied prior to tire program's discontinuation, are grandfathered into the program.
These individuals are aging. Every year, the numberofthose who are grandfathered into
the program diminishes, as individuals pass away. Those who are currently in the
program have depended on that monthly income, often for rent in an assisted living
facility or prescription drug costs. We question whetheritis advisable for the Governor
to suddenly stop the program, when 18,000 older Alaskans.depend on the S10Q. $150,

$200, or $250 check everyTmonth.

W e're concerned that, as the bonus goes to the oldest ofolder Alaskans, these are the
same ones who are likely to use the most pharmaceutical drugs. These are the same ones
who are most likely to be widowed olderwomen trying to "age in place" and stay

independent.

3601 C Street, Suite 14201Anchorage, AK 995031907-341-22771907-341-2270 fax | 1-877-434-7598 TTY
James G- Parkel, President! William D. Novelli, Executive Director and Cf. 21www.aarp.org
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Itwould be difficult for people to go back to work at their ages. The youngest Longevity
Bonus recipients are in theirearly 70's. The longevity bonus recipients have received
these checks for years and have built it into theirmonthly budgets.

Anyone ofany age would have trouble accepting a salary cutof$250 amonth.

OlderAlaskans are willing to do their fair share o f belt-tightening to help the State get its
fiscal house in order. Although ourmembers don't like taxes any more than their
younger counterparts, AARP has indicated we would support fiscal plans that

would make sense and were fair. |Iftaxes musthe levied, we believe a graduated income
tax is the most equitable method to use. However, for most of the Longevity Bonus
recipients, the worst case scenario of an income tax and a sales tax combined would
not take as much money from their monthly budgets as the Governor’s proposed
elimination of the Bonus. It may not be a tax, but it certainly has the same fiscal impact

in the end.

Without a prescription drug benefit under Medicare and with 110Alaska state
pharmaceutical benefit, we need to recogni2e that many o fthe bonus recipients are not
going to be able to pay for their prescriptions and undoubtedly will suffer health
problems. Pharmaceutical prices in Alaska rose over25% in 2001 - 25% in just one
year - this was the highestincrease in the entire United States.

Ifthe Governor wants to take away the Longevity Bonus, then he should help older
Alaskans get some assistance with pharmaceutical costs. The Governorindicated that
programs like adult public assistance would help.those Longevity Bonus recipients who
are harmed the most by the loss o fthe Bonus. AARP recognizes that "public assistance”
has an entirely different meaning for older Alaskans than a "Longevity Bonus" that
honors their contributions to building our State.

AARP supports the Governorin addressing our state’s budget situation; however, these
18,000 older Alaskans, who receive the Longevity Bonus are notjust statistics. They are
individuals who w ill have to leave assisted living facilities or forego needed prescription
drug medication. The impact will be feltby these individuals and their families.

Undoubtedly, some of these recipients might be able to stay independent, even if they
lose the Bonus; but, we know that many o fthem cannot. Surely Alaskans can address the
State'sbudget shortfalls with plans that make sense and are fair to our oldest citizens.

AARP recommends a“NAY" vote on SB 117..
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Should you have any questions about ourposition, please feel free to contact Marie
Darlin (907-586-3637), Coordinatorofthe AARP Capital City Task Force; Patrick Luby
(907-762-3314), AARP Legislative Representative; orme (907-245-5259).

Sincerely,

Marguerite Stetson

AARP Alaska Executive Council MemberforAdvocacy
3009 Northwood Street

Anchorage, AK 99517-1871

907-245-5259

Fax 907-245-5279

ffrnas@aarora.uaf.edu

CC: Vice-ChairJohn Cowdery
Senator Fred Dyson
Senator Gretchen Guess
Senator Lyman Hoffman
Governor Frank Murkow ski
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 1
2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB 117

(S) Publish Date: 3/6/03
Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Administration
Title '‘BRU Longevity Bonus

Compoi ,nt Longevity Bonus Grants
Sponsor Governor
Requester Component No. 26

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006
Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3)

FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3)

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3)
1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3) (47,519.3)
Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal:
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This reduction reflects the FY2004 savings from eliminating the Longevity Bonus program. The reduction
is included in the FY2004 budget. This fiscal note is for information purposes only.

Phone 465-5655

Prepared by: Dan Spencer
Date/Time 3/5/03 9:13 AM

Division Administrative Services
Approved by: Mike Miller Date 3/5/2003
Agency Commissioner

Page 1of 1

(Revised 9/2002 OMB)
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April 25, 2003

Dear Alaska State Legislators
and Governor Murkowski:

Enclosed herewith are sixteen pages containing 158 signatures of Alaska
residents who are strongly opposed to any changes in the Longevity Bonus

Program.

So strongly are Fairbanksans opposed to Governor Murkowski’s proposed
elimination of the Longevity Bonus Program that Republicans are likely
to suffer in future elections should any changes be made.

The comment, “Governor Murkowski made me a Democrat,” was frequently
expressed by those signing the enclosed petition.

Sincerely yours,

Ruth B. Bohrns
Longtime Alaskan
PO Box 80155
Fairbanks, AK 99708
(907) 479-6970

Ends.



T O : Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003
Before you vote to alterthe Longevity Bonus Program please considerthe follow ing:

. The Alaska Longevity Bonus S tatistical Summary for the m onth ofJanuary, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving w arrants.
W ith each passing week, this num ber decreases and the costto the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004,justSmonthsfrom now,

the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). SoOurce: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14,2003,

. Im plem entation of m eans testing into the Longevity Program w ill notonly be expensive and burdensome for the state butw ill be an
intrusion into the personal finances ofr recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

. In the bestinterests of the State and the recipients, we ask thatany changes to the current program be postponed for a minim um
of one year pending an in-depth study to determ ine the im pacton participants, on the State, on the fam ilies ofseniors, and on the

economics oftheir com m unities.

. A tim ely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a m atter of law.

Name (print) Name (signature) Mailing Address City & Zip Phone E-M ail
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T O : O ur Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003

Before you vote tc alterthe Longevity Bonus Program please considerthe follow ing

The Alaska Longevity Bonus S tatistical Summary for the month ofJanuary, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.

W ith each passing week, this num ber decreases and the costto the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004,just8monthsfr0m now,

the number ofrecipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14,2003.

Im plem entation of m eans testing into the Longevity Program w ill notonly be expensive and burdensome e for the state butwill be an

intrusion into the personal finances ofr recipients, an invasion o ftheir privacy.
In the bestinterests ofthe State and the recipients, we ask thatany changes to the current program be postponed for a m inim um

of one year pending an in-depth study to determ ine the im pacton participants, on the State, on the fam ilies ofseniors, and on the

economics oftheir comm unities.

A tim ely notice ofany changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a m atter of law.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address City & Zip Phone E-M ail
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T O : Q ur Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003

Before you vote to alterthe Longevity Bonus Program please considerthe following

. The Alaska Longevity Bonus S tatistical Summary for the m onth ofJanuary, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving w arrants.

W ith each passing week, this num ber decreases and the costto the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004,just8monthsfrom now,

the number ofrecipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14,2003.

. Im plem entation of m eans testing into the Longevity Program w ill notonly be expensive and burdensome for the state butwill be an

intrusion into the personal finances ofr recipients, an invasion of their privacy.
be postponed for a minim um

. In the bestinterests ofthe State and the recipients, we ask thatany changes to the current program

of one year pending an in-depth study to determ ine the im pacton participants, on the State, on the fam ilies ofseniors, and on the

economics oftheir com m unities.

. A tim ely notice ofany changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a m atter of law.

Name (print) Name /("signature Mailing Address Phone E-M ail
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T O : O ur Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003

Before you vote to alterthe Longevity Bonus Program please considerthe follow ing

. The Alaska Longevity Bonus S tatistical Summary for the m onth ofJanuary, 2003 show s 17,340 active participants receiving w arrants.

W ith each passing week, this num ber decreases and the costto the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004,just8monthsfrom now,

the number ofrecipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 tewer). SoOuUrce: State's W hite Paper, page 4,dated M arch 14,2003,

. Im plem entation of m eans testing into the Longevity Program w ill notonly be expensive and burdensome for the state butwill be an

intrusion into the personal finances ofrecipients, an invasion o ftheir privacy.

. In the bestinterests ofthe State and the recipients, we ask thatany changes to the current program be postponed for a m inim um

of one year pending an in-depth study to determ ine the im pacton participants, on the State, on the fam ilies ofseniors, and on the

economics oftheir com m unities.

. A tim ely notice ofany changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a m atter of law.

Name (print) N ame (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address c ity & zip Phone E-Mail
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O ur Alaska State Leg.i

Before you vote to alterthe Longevity Bonus Program

slators

please considerthe follow ing:

April 25, 2003

. The Alaska Longevity Bonus S tatistical Summary for the m onth ofJanuary,2003shows17,340 active participants receiving w arrants.
W ith each passing week, this num ber decreases and the costto the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004,just8monthsfrom now,
the number ofrecipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's W hite Paper, page 4, dated March 14,2003,
. Im plem entation of m eans testing into the Longevity Program will notonly be expensive and burdensome e for the state butwill be an
intrusion into the personal finances ofrecipients, an invasion of their privacy.
e In the bestinterests ofthe State and the recipients, we ask thatany changes to the current program be postponed for a m inim um
of one year pending an in-depth study to determ ine the im pacton participants, on the State, on the fam ilies ofseniors, and on the
economics oftheir com m unities.
® A tim ely notice ofany changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a m atter of law.
Name (print) Name (signatore) Physical Address Mailing Address City & Zip Phone E-Mail
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T O : O ur Alaska

Before you vote to

State

April 25,

Legislators

alterthe Longevity Bonus Program please considerthe follow ing:

2003

The Alaska Longevity Bonus S tatistical Summary for the m onth ofJanuary,2003shows17,340active participants receiving w arrants.
W ith each passing week, this num ber decreases and the costto the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004,just8monthsfrom now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

Im plem entation of m eans testing into the Longevity Program w ill notonly be expensive and burdensome e for the state butw ill be an
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personal finances ofrecipients, an invasion oftheir privacy.

ofthe State and the recipients, we ask thatany changes to the current program be postponed for a

in-depth study to determ ine the im pacton participants, on the State, on the fam ilies ofseniors,

of their comm unities.

changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a m atter of law.
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T O : Our Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alter the Longevity B onus

The Alaska Longevity Bonus S tatistical Summary
W ith each passing week, this num ber decreases
the number of recipients is projected to be17,252
Im plem entation of m eans testing into the Longeyvity
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T O : O ur Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003

Before you vote to alterthe Longevity Bonus Program please considerthe follow ing:

. The Alaska Longevity Bonus S tatistical Summary for the m onth ofJanuary, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants.

W ith each passing week, this num ber decreases and the costto the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004,just8monthsfrom now,

projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’'s W hite Paper, page 4, dated March 14,2003.

the number of recipients is

. Im plem entation of m eans testing into the Longevity Program w ill notonly be expensive and burdensome for the state butwill be an

intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

. In the bestinterests ofthe State and the recipients, we ask thatany changes to the current program be postponed for a m inim um
of one year pending an in-depth study to determ ine the im pacton participants, on the State, on the fam ilies of seniors, and on the
economics oftheir com m unities.

. A tim ely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a m atter of law.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address City & Zip Phone E-Mail

R s L J S ffl r= m X P
y

t>B.LORESLIiIV2.Hm <2-~3 £>3&

/-1P I3 I~ E{ETk)~Z - L £ A R I
“ y 7 72y 2 2
Rc>Br/?T E. FITA pi~ KKA G4 e I w [-13 L L ~x | FsS& 9292 %9 - -
JMarw- P = NKrfiuM . » < /StP 3S*>
fQAnraK.L v m u - pQ Il kfjdftGosw 12Jcm M1 Q8&-U>(0&
C i ghann W\ Jjjna Qa 1 \\\ b\MpGi~Cfe 9<?3c<? ”
Hzvuw ¥ kbce 1033 Feivo St 4-Sg-IL 1of
H C k R iff yir Y ' -7

/V\-.i<uaf V4r./t =blo )"A B an = <M<= usz-zb3



» L

TO: OwurAlaska State Legislators

April 25, 2003

Before you vote to alterthe Longevity Bonus Program please considerthe follow ing:

« The Alaska Longevity Bonus S tatistical Summ ary for the m onth ofJanuary, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving w arrants.

week, this num ber decreases and the costto the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004,justSm0nthsfrom now,

(88 fewer). Source: State’s W hite Paper, page 4, dated March 14,2003.

W ith each passing

the num ber ofrecipients is projected to be 17,252

. Im plem entation of m eans testing into the Longevity Program will notonly be expensive and burdensome e for the state butw ill be an
intrusion into the personal finances ofr recipients, an invasion of their privacy.
. In the bestinterests ofthe State and the recipients, we ask thatany changes to the currentoprogram be postponed for a m inim um
participants, on the State, on the fam ilies ofseniors, and on the

of one year pending an in-depth study to determ ine the im pacton
economics of their com m unities.

showuld be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a m atter of law.

. A tim ely notice of any changes to the program
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T O : O ur Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003

Before vou vote to alterthe Longevity Bonus Program please considerthe following: ( ft,

The Alaska Longevity Bonus S tatistical Summary for the m onth of.]anuary,2003 showsl7,340active participants receiving w arrants.
W ith each passing week, this num ber decreases and the costto the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004,just8monthsfrom now,
the number ofrecipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14,2003,
Im plem entation of m eans testing into the Longevity Program will notonly be expensive and burdensome for the state butwill be an
intrusion into the personal finances of  recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

e In the bestinterests ofthe State and the recipients, we ask thatany changes to the currentoprogram be postponed for a m inim um
of one year pending an in-depth study to determ ine the im pacton participants, on the State, on the fam ilies of seniors, and on the
economics oftheir comm unities.

A tim ely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a m atter of law.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address City & Zip Phone E-M ail
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April 25, 2003

T O : O ur Alaska State Legislators
Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the follow ing:
0
. The Alaska Longevity Bonus S tatistical Summary for the m onth of.January,2003shows17,340active participants receiving warrants.

W ith each passing week, this number decreases and the costto the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004,just8monthsfrom now,

projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s White Paper, page 4, dated March 14,2003.

the number of recipients is

. Im plem entation of m eans testing into the Longevity Program will notonly be expensive and burdensome for the state butwill be an

intrusion into the personal finances ofrecipients, an invasion oftheir privacy.

. In the bestinterests ofthe State and the recipients, we ask thatany changes to the current program be postponed for a m inim um

of one year pending an in-depth study to determ ine the im pacton participants, on the State, on the fam ilies ofseniors, and on the

economics oftheir com m unities.

. A tim ely notice ofany changes to e program showuld be given to he Longevity Bonus recipients as a m atter of law.
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T O : O ur Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003
Before you vote to alterthe Longevity Bonus Program please considerthe following

The Alaska Longevity Bonus S tatistical Summary for the m onth ofJanuary, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving w arrants.

W ith each passing week, this num ber decreases and the costto the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004,ju5t8m0nthsfrom now

the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). SouUrce: State’'s W hite Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003.

Im plem entation of m eans testing into the Longevity Program will notonly be expensive and burdensome e for the state butwill be an
intrusion into the personal finances ofrecipients, an invasion oftheir privacy.

In the bestinterests of the State and the recipients, we ask thatany changes to the currentoprogram be postponed for a m inim um
of one year pending an in-depth study to determ ine the im pacton participants, on the State, on the fam ilies of seniors, and on the
economics oftheir comm unities.

A tim ely notice ofany changes to the program showuld be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a m atter of law.
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T O : O ur Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003

Before you vote to alter the Longevity B onus Program please consider the following:

The Alaska Longevity Bonus S tatistical Summary for the m onth ofJanuary,2003 showsl7,340active participants receiving w arrants.
W ith each passing week, this num ber decreases and the costto the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004,just8monthsfrom now,
the number ofrecipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). SOuUrce: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14,2003.

Im plem entation of m eans testing into the Longevity Program w ill notonly be expensive and burdensome e for the state butwill be an
intrusion into the personal finances of o recipients, an invasion oftheir privacy.

In the bestinterests ofthe State and the recipients, we ask thatany changes to the currentprogram be postponed for a m inim um

of one year pending an in-depth study to determ ine the im pacton participants, on the State, on the fam ilies ofseniors, and on the

economics oftheir communities.

A tim ely notice ofany changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a m atter of law.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Muiling Address City & Zip Phone E-Mail
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T O : O ur Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003

Before you vote to alterthe Longevity Bonus Program please consider the follow ing:

. The Alaska Longevity Bonus S tatistical Summary for the m onth ofJanuary, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving w arrants.

W ith each passing week, this num ber decreases and the costto the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004,just8monthsfrom now,

the number ofrecipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). SOUTCE: State's W hite Paper, page 4, dated March 14,2003.

. Im plem entation of m eans testing into the Longevity Program will notonly be expensive and burdensome for the state butw ill be an
intrusion into the personal finances of o recipients, an invasion of their privacy.
. In the bestinterests ofthe State and the recipients, we ask thatany changes to the currentoprogram be postponed for a m inim um

of one year pending an in-depth study to determ ine the im pacton participants, on the State, on the fam ilies ofseniors, and on the

economics oftheir com m unities.

. A tim ely notice ofany changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a m atter of law.

Name (print) Name (signatore) Physical Address Mailing Address City & Zip Phone E-Mail
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O ur Alaska State Legislators

Before you vote to alterthe Longevity Bonus Program please consider the follow ing:

April 25, 2003

. The Alaska Longevity Bonus S tatistical Summary for the m onth ofJanuary,2003 showsl7,340 active participants receiving w arrants.
W ith each passing week, this number decreases and the costto the S*ate shrinks considerably. In FY2004,just8monthsfrom now,
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's W hite Paper, page 4, dated March 14,2003.

. Im plem entation of m eans testing into the Longevity Program will notonly be expensive and burdensome e for the state butwill be an
intrusion into the personal finances ofr recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

. In the bestinterests ofthe State and the recipients, we ask thatany changes to the currentoprogram be postponed for a minim um
of one year pending an in-depth study to determ ine the im pacton participants, on the State, on the fam ilies of seniors, and on the
economics oftheircommunities.

. A tim ely notice ofany changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a m atter of law.

Name (print) -Name (signattjre) Physical Address Mailing Address City & Zip Phone E-Mail
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TO: O ur Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003

Before you vote to alter the Longevity B onus Program please consider the following:

. The Alaska Longevity Bonus S tatistical Summary for the month ofJanuary, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving w arrants.

W ith each passing week, this num ber decreases and the costto the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004,just8monthsfrom now,
the number ofrecipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State’s W hite Paper, page 4, dated March 14,2003.
. Im plem entation of m eans testing into the Longevity Program will notonly be expensive and burdensom& e for the state butwill be an

intrusion into the personal finances of r recipients, an invasion of their privacy.

. In the bestinterests ofthe State and the recipients, we ask thatany changes to the currentproqgram be postponed for a m inim um

of one year pending an in-depth study to determ ine the im pacton participants, on the State, on the fam ilies of seniors, and on the

economics oftheir com m unities.

« A tim ely notice of any changes to e program should be given to he Longevity Bonus recipients as a m atter of law.
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