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A l a s k a  S t a t e

Representative Bruce Weyhrauch
H ouse D istrict 4 A iaska

State C ap ito l 
Ju n e a u . A la s k a  

99801-1182

H C R  7 (907) 465-3744
FAX (907) 465-2273

Amending the Uniform Rules 
Adding Executive Sessions for Security

The kinds o f security concerns facing our state and nation m ay potentially  affect 
more than security o f a governm ental unit. In A laska, our leg islative bod ies  
discuss security concerns related to the pipeline, ferries, cruise sh ips and oil 
refineries and terminals am ong other things. O n occasion, these d iscussions rise  
to the level of classified information. For exam ple, a leg islative b od y  m ay hear of 
efforts taken to analyze terrorist threats, securing the borders and airports as w ell 
as efforts to protect our critical infrastructure. Thus, this am endm ent to  Rule 22 
of the U niform  Rules slightly  broadens the legislative ability to call an executive  
session .

Currently, Rule 22 (of the Alaska State Legislature's U niform  Rules), a llow s a 
legislative body to call an executive session  at w hich  m em bers o f  the general 
public m ay be excluded for the fo llow ing  reasons:

1) d iscussion  of matters, the im m ediate k n ow led ge of w hich  w ou ld  
adversely affect the finances of a governm ent unit;

2) d iscussion  of subjects that tend to prejudice the reputation and  
character of a person;

3) d iscussion  of a matter that m ay, by law , be required to be confidential.

HCR 7 is introduced to a llow  a legislative body to call an executive session  at 
w hich m em bers of the general public m ay be excluded  when:

4) discussion of a matter that affects the security o f the state or nation, 
or that affects the security of a governmental unit or agency.

It is im portant to have this authority w hen  on occasion, the need o f a leg islative  
body to hear confidential briefings from  state, federal and local officials charged  
w ith  H om eland  Security. This am endm ent to the A laska State Legislature 
U niform  Rules slightly broadens the reasons that a legislative b od y  m ay be able  
to convene an executive session.
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TOTAL OPERATING

STATE OF ALASKA
2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 
Title: Proposing an amendment to the

Dept. Affected:
'BRU

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

CSHCR 7(RLS)
4/11/03

Legislature
Legislative Council

Uniform Rules of the Alaska State Legislature relating to executive..." Component Council and Subcommittees
Sponsor House State Affairs______________________  Session Expenses_______
Requester House Rules Committee___________________Component No. 783

E xp e n d itu re s /R e ve n u e s (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

|CAPITAL EXPENDITURE'S

|CHANGEIN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal: I H
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate pagu if necessary)
HCR 7 amends Rule 22(b), Uniform Rules of the Alaska State Legislature to allow a legislative body to call 
an executive session to discuss a matter that affects the security of the state or nation, or that affects the 
security of a governmental unit or agency.

This resolution has zero fiscal impact on the Legislative Affairs Agency.

Prepared by: Karla Schofield, Deputy Director  Phone 907-465-3850
Division Administrative Services______________________________ Date/Time 4/8/03 9:15 AM
Approved by: Pamela Varni, Executive Director______________________ Date 4/8/2003_____
Agency Legislative Affairs Agency___________________________
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