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HB 81 MOTOR VEHICLE EMISSIONS INSPECTION

"An Act relating to motor vehicle emissions and to inspection decals and fines relating to motor vehicle 
emissions; and providing for an effective date."
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R epr esen ta t iv e  K ev in  M e y e r
H O USE  D IS T R IC T  30

C S  H B  81 (S T A )
“ A n  A c t  r e la t in g  to  m o t o r  v e h ic le  e m is s io n s  a n d  to  in s p e c t io n  d e c a ls  a n d  f in e s  r e la t in g  to  m o t o r  

v e h ic le  e m is s io n s ;  a n d  p r o v id in g  f o r  a n  e f fe c t iv e  d a te .”

CS HB 81 (STA) streamlines existing m otor vehicle emission statutes to improve compliance and 
enforcement, provide consistency between departments, provide relief from extraneous requirements, 
and protect consumers.

In areas that require motor vehicle emission programs, car owners have found several loopholes to evade 
programs and falsely register cars. Before a vehicle’s registration can be renewed, a car m ust also have a 
current and valid emission inspection. A problem arises when the inspection expires and the registration 
is current. This creates a disconnect between the dates on the license plate and the certificate o f 
inspection, and reduces the ability to enforce proper registration. CS HB 81 (STA) limits changes so that 
the emission inspection and the vehicle registration renewal date may be synchronized.

The same loopholes exist for title transfers. Before a title can be transferred for a 1987 or older vehicle, it 
must have an inspection dated within 12 months. When the title is transferred, often die registration is 
still current. When the new emission test is done for a title transfer, the vehicle has an inspection decal 
that is good for two years, but a registration that will expire in less than two years. CS HB 81 (STA) 
removes the requirement for yearly tests and synchronizes registration and emission inspections tests for 
all vehicles, regardless o f age.

Enforcement o f emission programs is an area o f concern. The authority to enforce emission programs 
through registration renewal is within the Department o f Administration. The entities responsible for 
administering the emission control programs, such as the D epartm ent o f Environmental Conservation 
(DEC) and municipalities, do not have a direct mechanism to insure that vehicles are properly registered 
and meet emission program requirements. CS HB 81 (STA) extends the authority to enforce emission 
inspection requirements through proper registration to D EC and the municipalities that require such 
programs.

DEC has found that the current fine for a program violation is not a reasonable deterrent for egregious 
offenders. A $200 fine seems manageable when costly repairs may provide an economic incentive to 
evade the program. Under Section 5, the fine is raised to an am ount not to exceed $500.

A consumer protection measure has been inserted into CS HB 81 (STA) in an effort to assist Alaskans 
who are shopping for used automobiles. CS HB 81 (STA) specifies that the used vehicle m ust display a 
valid emissions inspection decal, have a valid record o f emissions inspection with the DMV, or have a 
certificate o f inspection that shows non-compliance with program requirements. Consumers can feel 
comfortable seeing the decal and knowing the vehicle has met program requirements.

CS HB 81 (STA) is a comprehensive clean-up act. The provisions will close loopholes in current emission 
programs and requirements, extend authority to those entities who oversee emission programs, provide 
an increased deterrent for those individuals who choose to evade emission programs, and protect 
Alaskans who are looking to buy used vehicles.
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
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Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):________
Title An act relating to motor vehicle

emissions; and providing.

Dept. Affected:
’ b r u
’ Component________

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

1

HB 81
3/31/03

Administration
Motor Vehicles

Sponsor
Requester

Representative Meyer
(H) TRA Component No. 2348

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
CAPITAL EXPENDITURES i
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I !
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any current year (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if fundina fo r this bill is Included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget p roposa l:
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary
ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate paqe if necessary)

This bill will have no fiscal impact on DMV for implementation. The bill removes the requirement for 
redundant emission inspections relating to ownership changes. DMV will still require emission inspections 
prior to registration as it has in the past.

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by 
Agency

Charles R. Hosack Phone 269-5559
Motor Vehicles Date/Time 3/24/03
Mike Miller, Commissioner Date 3/31/2003

Department of Administration

(Rov.sod 0/2001 OMB) P a g e  1 o f _ 1 ___
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S e c t io n a l A n a ly s is  

C S  H B  8 1 (S T A )
“ A n  A c t  r e la t in g  to  m o t o r  v e h ic le  e m is s io n s  a n d  to  in s p e c t io n  d e c a ls  a n d  f in e s  

r e la t in g  to  m o t o r  v e h ic le  e m is s io n s ;  a n d  p r o v id in g  f o r  a n  e f fe c t iv e  d a t e . ”

S e c t io n  1 : Repeals the requirement that alternatively fueled vehicles are exempt from 
meeting emissions requirements in order to be registered.

S e c t io n  2 : Provides that a motor vehicle registration period cannot extend beyond the 
expiration o f any applicable emissions inspection certificate.

S e c t io n  3 : Amends provisions that specify when an emissions certificate is required if the 
ownership o f  a vehicle is transferred. Provides that all vehicles, regardless o f the year 
manufactured, must have an emissions inspection that is two years old or younger in order 
for a title transfer to occur.

S e c t io n  4 : Amends provisions relating to commercial sales o f used motor vehicles. 
Specifies that the inspection decal m ust be displayed on the windshield o f the vehicle, the 
inspection records must be on file with die Departm ent o f Administration, or, if the vehicle 
is not in compliance with program requirements, then the certificate o f  inspection needs to 
be on file with the commercial dealer. These requirements arc to be met when a vehicle is 
sold and is intended to be used in an area with an emissions inspection program.

S e c t io n  5: Increases the fine for violating emissions requirements to an am ount not to 
exceed §500.

S e c t io n  6 : Repeals language relating to suspension or cancellation o f  a m otor vehicle’s 
registration for failure to meet emissions requirements.

S e c t io n  7 : Creates authority for a department or municipality that enforces a pollution 
control program to determine if a vehicle is properly registered.

S e c t io n  8 : Increases the fine for failing to display an emissions inspection decal to an 
am ount not to exceed §500.

S e c t io n  9: Effective date.
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Anchorage
Metropolitan
Area
Transportation
Solutions

M U N IC I P A L IT Y  O F  A N C H O R A G E  
T r a f f i c  D e p a r tm e n t  
Transportation Planning Division 
Permit Center, 4700 S. Bragaw Street, 2nd Floor 
P.O. Box 196650, Anchorage, AK 99519-6650 
Voice (907) 343-7991 Facsimile (907) 343-7998 
E-mail: armstrongjj@ci.anchorage.ak.us

M a rc h  2 0 ,  2 0 0 3

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  K e v in  M e y e r
S ta te  C a p i t o l
J u n e au , A K  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  M e y e r :

T h e  A n c h o ra g e  M e t r o p o li t a n  A re a  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  S o lu t io n s  (A M A T S )  P o l i c y  C o m m it te e  is  o f f e r in g  th is  
le t te r  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  H o u s e  B i l l  8 1 , “ A n  A c t  re la t in g  to  m o t o r  v e h ic le  e m is s io n s ; a n d  p r o v id in g  f o r  an  
e f fe c t iv e  d a te .”  H B  81  s t re a m lin e s  m o to r  v e h ic le  e m is s io n  s ta tu tes to  p ro v id e  r e l i e f  f r o m  m o t o r  v e h ic le  
e m is s io n  in s p e c t io n s  a n d  im p ro v e  c o m p lia n c e  w ith  e n fo rc em e n t e f fo r t s .

T h e  m o t o r  v e h ic le  em is s io n s  p ro g ra m  is  o n e  o f  A n c h o ra g e ’ s k e y  p ro g ra m s  to  m a in ta in  its  a i r  q u a li t y  and  
a l lo w  c o n t in u e d  p ro g re s s  in  o u r  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  p la n n in g  an d  c o n s tru c t io n . A s  A n c h o ra g e  m o v e s  f r o m  
im p ro v in g  its  a i r  q u a li t y  in to  m a in ta in in g  its  a i r  q u a li ty , th e  m o to r  v e h ic le  e m is s io n  p ro g ra m  m u s t o p e ra te  
as e f f i c ie n t ly  as p o s s ib le .

Y o u r  p ro p o s e d  b i l l  w i l l  n o t  o n ly  a s s is t A n c h o ra g e  in  e n su rin g  its  e n fo rc e m e n t e f fo r t s  a re  p ro d u c t iv e  bu t it  
w i l l  a ls o  a s s is t in  p ro te c t in g  its  c it iz e n s  f r o m  e x tra n e o u s  e m is s io n  te s ting . T ra n s p o r ta t io n  p la n n in g  and  
e n su r in g  a i r  q u a li t y  c o n fo rm it y  a re  th e  fu n d am en ta l re s p o n s ib i li t ie s  o f  A M A T S . A n y  b i l l ,  su ch  as y o u rs , 
that a s s is ts  o u r  m is s io n  is  g re a t ly  a p p re c ia te d .

S in c e re ly ,

D a v id  R .  E b e r le , (C h a i r  
R e g io n a l
A la s k a  D j6p a rtjh e ij|t o f  T ra n s p o r ta t io n  an d  P u b lic  F a c i li t ie s

c
2o r g e P (  W u e rc h  

la y o r
M u n ic ip a li t y  o f  A ic h o r a g e

T o m  C h ap p ie  
D i r e c t o r  o f  A i r  &  W a te r  Q u a li t y  
A la s k a  D e p a rtm e n t o f  E n v iro n m e n ta l C o n s e rv a t io n

i t
D ic k  T ra in i  
C h a ir
A n c h o ra g e  M u n ic ip a l A s s e m b ly

L-L
/

D o u g A cS r tE t te n
M e m W ^
A n c h o ra g e  M u n ic ip a l A s s e m b ly

mailto:armstrongjj@ci.anchorage.ak.us


Fairbanks North Star Borough________________
809 Pioneer Road P.O. Box 71267 Fairbanks, Alaska 99707-1267 907/459-1000

M a rc h  17 , 2 0 0 3

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  K e v e n  M e y e r  
S ta te  C a p ito l
Ju n eau , A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

R e : H o u s e  B i l l  8 1

D e a r  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  M e y e r ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  t o  c om m en t o n  H o u s e  B i l l  8 1 . T h e  F a irb a n k s  1 /M  
P ro g ra m  s u p p o r ts  le g is la t io n  th a t s t re am lin e s  th e  m o to r  v e h ic le  in sp e c t io n  p ro c e s s  and 
re g is t ra t io n  re n e w a ls  w ith  re te n t io n  o f  p ro g ra m  in te g r ity . H .B . 81  is c e r ta in ly  fo c u s e d  in 
th is  d ire c t io n  an d  th e re fo r e , th e  F N S B  I /M  P ro g ra m  is  in  s u p p o r t  o f  th is  b i l l .  T o  fu r th e r  
s im p li fy  th e  p ro p o s e d  am en dm en ts  I  w o u ld  l ik e  to  o f f e r  th e  fo l lo w in g  su g g e s tio n .

I  h ave  re v ie w e d  th e  p ro p o s e d  am en dm en ts  and  h a v e  c om m en t re g a rd in g  th e  p ro p o s e d  
ch anges  to  A S  2 8 .1 0 .2 7 1 .  T h is  s ta tu te  a d d re s se s  ch an g e  o f  ow n e rsh ip  re q u irem e n ts . A S  
2 8 .1 0 .2 7 1  c o n ta in s  an  am en d m en t tha t re a d s , “ f i i )  h as  a c e r t i f ic a te  o f  in sp e c t io n , b u t the  
c e rt i f ic a te  s h ow s  th a t th e  v e h ic le  is n o t in  c o m p lia n c e  w ith  p ro g ram  re q u ire m e n ts ” . A n  
in d iv id u a l th a t has a n o n -c o m p ly in g  v e h ic le  ( o r  c o m p ly in g  v e h ic le )  and  w is h e s  t o  t ra n s fe r  
ow n e rsh ip  c an  d o  s o  u n d e r A S  2 8 . 1 0 .2 7 1 ( d )  ( 2 )  (A )  o r  ( B )  w ith o u t the  c e r t i f ic a te  o f  
in sp e c tio n . T h e re fo re , I  d o  n o t b e lie v e  th is  am en d m en t is needed .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  w o rk  o n  th is  le g is la t io n . O u r  o f f i c e  has b een  s e rv in g  m o to r is ts  s in ce  
1 9 8 5  and  w e  h a v e  e x p e r ie n c e d  m an y  re g u la to ry  ch an g es , w h ich  a f fe c t  th o s e  c o n sum e rs . 
T h e re fo re , w e  a re  v e ry  p le a s e d  to  see p ro p o s e d  am en dm en ts  tha t w i l l in  e f fe c t , s im p li fy  
the  v e h ic le  re g is t ra t io n  re n ew a l p ro c e s s . P le a s e  c a ll m e  at 4 5 9 - 1 0 0 5  at y o u r  e a r lie s t  
c o n v e n ie n c e  s o  I  m ay  c o n c is e ly  c o n fe r  m y  th ou g h ts .

S in c e re ly ,

' Z *  a X ,
G le n n  E . M i l le r  
F N S B  I /M  P ro g ra m  M a n a g e r

C c :
D a v id  L e o n e , S p e c ia l A s s is ta n t t o  th e  M a y o r  
M a y o r  B o y le s ,  F N S B  
L in d a  A n d e rs o n , G o v t . C o n s u lta n t

RECE IVED

MAR 2 4 2003
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3400 Cushman Street 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 

(907)452-7117 
Fax: (907)458-3225 

genee@geneschrysJer.com

R E P R E S E N T A T IV E  M E Y E R  

H B  81

W E  U R G E  T H E  P A S S A G E  O F  T H IS  B IL L .  T H E  D U P L IC A T IO N  O F  I /M ’ S  IS  
T R E M E N D O U S .

T H A N K  Y O U  S O  M U C H  F O R  B R IN G IN G  T H IS  B I L L  F O R W A R D  A N D  W E  U R G E  
T H E  P A S S A G E  O F  H B  81

T H A N K  Y O U , 

JO H N  P IM M E L

C h r y s l e r Jeep

* *  TOTAL P A G E . 0 0 1  * *
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