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A la sk a  S ta te  L eg is la tu re

S ESSIO N  A D D R ESS: IN T E R IM  ADD R ESS:
Alaska Stale Capitol MX! K Railroad Avenue

Juneau. A laska WNIII W usilla, AK OT654
I’ltone: (0071 465-3743 Plume : 907*376-2679

I-8(10-505-3743 Fax: (907) 373-4745
Cax: (907)465-23X1

H o u s e  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  o n  E d u c a t i o n

R e p re se n ta t iv e  C a r l G a tto , C h a ir

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

H O U S E  B IL L  4 0 5
" A N  A C T  R E L A T IN G  T O  A C C O U N T A B IL IT Y  O F  P U B L IC  S C H O O L S  A N D  S C H O O L  
D IS T R IC T S ,  A N D  R E P O R T S  C O N C E R N IN G  A S S IS T A N C E  T O  IM P R O V E  S C H O O L  
P E R F O R M A N C E ; A N D  P R O V ID IN G  F O R  A N  E F F E C T IV E  D A T E . "

A la s k a  c u r re n t ly  h as  tw o  s y s tem s  o f  s c h o o l d e s ig n a to rs : a sta te  s y s tem  a n d  the  F e d e ra l s y s tem . 
A la s k a  law  re q u ire s  s c h o o ls  be g iv e n  the  d e s ig n a t io n s  “ d is t in g u is h e d ,”  “ s u c c e s s fu l , ”  “ d e f ic ie n t ,”  
o r  “ in  c r is is ,”  w h e re a s  fe d e ra l law  uses te rm s  such  as “ d is t in g u is h e d ,”  “ p r o f ic ie n t , ”  “ in  
im p ro v e m e n t ,”  “ c o r re c t iv e  a c t io n ,”  and  “ re s t ru c tu r in g .”  A la s k a  law  s h o u ld  be am en d ed  to  a lig n  
i t s e l f  w ith  F e d e ra l law .

T h is  b i l l  h o ld s  d is t r ic ts  and  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  a c c o u n ta b le  but d o e s  n o t in c re a s e  th e ir  a d m in is t ra t iv e  
b u rd e n . A lth o u g h  th is  b i l l  re ta in s  th e  re q u ire m e n t tha t a s c h o o l n o t  m ee t in g  ad eq ua te  
p e r fo rm a n c e  m u s t d ra f t  a s c h o o l im p ro v e m e n t  p la n , the b i l l  re m o v e s  f r o m  s ta tu te  th e  d e ta i le d  
d e s c r ip t io n s  o f  a s c h o o l im p ro v e m e n t p la n . F e d e ra l la w s , an d  the re g u la t io n s  a d op te d  b y  the s ta te  
b o a rd , a lr e a d y  c o m p re h e n s iv e ly  and  s a t is fa c to r i ly  p re s c r ib e  th e  re q u ire d  c o n te n ts  o f  an 
im p ro v e m e n t  p la n .

In  a d d it io n , th is  b i l l  e lim in a te s  u n n e c e s s a ry  an d  u n h e lp fu l re p o r t s , but k e e p s  th e  s c h o o l re p o r t  
c a rd  s y s tem  in ta c t. F o r  e x a m p le , c u r re n t la w  re q u ire s  b e lo w -p ro f ic ic n t  s c h o o ls  re p o r t  to  the s ta te  
b o a rd . Y e t , th e  s ta te  b o a rd  a lr e a d y  has the  s c h o o l re p o r t  c a rd  f r o m  a l l s c h o o ls , in c lu d in g  th o se  
th a t a re  b e lo w  p ro f ic ie n t . T h is  re q u irem e n t is a p a p e rw o rk  a n d  t im e  b u rd en  on  s c h o o ls , d is t r ic ts , 
a n d  th e  state b o a rd , w h i le  fa i l in g  to  s u b s ta n t ia l ly  a id  in the g o a l o f  e d u c a t in g  c h i ld re n . S im i la r ly ,  
c u r re n t  sta te  la w  re q u ire s  th e  D e p a r tm e n t o f  E d u c a t io n  an d  E a r ly  D e v e lo p m e n t  to  p ro v id e  the 
le g is la tu re  w ith  a re p o r t , s e p a ra te  f r o m  th e  s c h o o l re p o r t  c a rd , o n  the  p ro g re s s  o f  s c h o o ls  an d  
d is t r ic ts . P re p a ra t io n  o f  th is  re p o r t  d o e s  li t t le  to  a d v a n c e  the u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  le g is la tu re  o r  
th e  p u b lic  n o t a lr e a d y  a c c o m p lis h e d  b y  th e  s c h o o l re p o r t  c a rd . A  b e tte r a p p ro a c h  is to  e lim in a te  
th e se  u n n e c e s s a ry  re p o r t in g  b u rd e n s  e n s u r in g  th a t a c c o u n ta b i li ty  in fo rm a t io n  is c o n ta in e d  in the  
s c h o o l re p o r t  c a rd , a n d  c o n t in u in g  to  re f in e  an d  r e ly  o n  th is v a lu a b le  r e p o r t in g  to o l.

1 u rg e  y o u r  c o n s id e ra t io n  an d  s u p p o r t  f o r  th is  m e a su re .
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H B  4 0 5
E lim in a t in g  th e  “ T h ic k  R e p o r t ”

T h e re  a re  n in e  c om p o n e n ts  o f  th e  re p o r t  th a t is  re q u ire d  in  A S  1 4 .0 3 .0 7 0 .  T h e s e  
c o m p o n e n ts  a re  lis te d  b e lo w  w ith  an  e x p la n a t io n  o f  w h y  E E D  b e lie v e s  th is  r e p o r t  is  n o  
lo n g e r  n e c e s sa ry .

1. School Report Card Information
a. T h is  in fo rm a tion  is a lre ady  loca ted  on  the E E D  website.

2 . Number and Percentage of students in each school who pass the examination and 
the number who pass each section

a. T h is  in fo rm a tion  is a lready  located  on  the E E D  website.
3 . Progress of the department a) toward implementing the school accountability 

provisions and b) in assisting high schools to become accredited
a. M uch  o f  the curren t in fo rm a tion  inc luded in  this report can be fou n d  on  the E E D  

website. E E D  a lready  posts Adequate Y e a r ly  P rog ress (A Y P )  schoo l and  district 
designations and state goa ls , state A nnua l M easu rab le  O b jec tives and testing 
pa rtic ip ation  rates.

4 . Description of the resources provided to each school and district for school 
improvement activities and staff training

a. E E D  rece ives cop ies o f  a ll schoo l and d istric t S ch o o l Im p rovem en t P lan s . E E D , 
b y  fede ra l law , does not have  any  au tho rity  to  app rove  these p lan s , but does have  
som e T it le  I  fund ing  to issue to L e v e l 2  o r  h ighe r Sch oo l Im p rovem en t sites. 
G ran t in fo rm a tion  can be posted on  the E E D  website.

5. Description of each district’s and each school’s progress in aligning curriculum with 
state standards

a. A lm os t a ll d istric ts , i f  not a ll b y  the end o f  this fisca l yea r, repo rt they have  
a ligned th e ir cu rricu la  to state standards. The b igge r question is , “ H av e  d istricts 
a ligned  the ir instructiona l p ractices to the standards?”  A nsw ering  this question , 
w ithout re ly in g  on  se lf-rep o rted  data, w ou ld  be d iffic u lt to  im poss ib le .

6. Description of efforts by the department to assist a public school that receives a 
designation of deficient or in crisis

a. B ecause N C L B  requ ires that w e have o n ly  one com prehensive state assessment 
system , E E D  has p roposed  that these state schoo l designations be e lim inated in 
statute. Instead , the departm ent w ou ld  post, annua lly , schoo l and  districts not 
m eeting A Y P  and at wh ich le ve ls  each is at.

7. Description of intervention efforts by each school district and school for students not 
meeting state standards

a. T h is  repo rt o f  the activ ities o f  the Q ua lity  S ch o o l G rants w ou ld  be done annua lly  
and cou ld  be posted on  the E E D  website.

8. Number and percentage of turnover in certificated personnel and superintendents
a. T h is  data is se lf-rep o rted  by districts and w ou ld  not be c om p iled  i f  no t fo r  the 

requ irem ent in  A S  1 4 .0 3 .0 7 0 .
9. Number of teachers by district and school who are teaching outside the teacher’s 

area of endorsement, but in areas tested by the high school competency examination
a. T h is  in fo rm a tion  w ill be inc luded  in each schoo l repo rt card , w h ich  is a lready  

located o n  the E E D  website

WML
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PRINCIPLE 1. A single statewide Accountability System applied to all 
public schools and LEAs.

- . .. 
CRITICAL ELEMENT

|  | |  1 
W k

EXAMPLES FOR 
MEETING STATUTORY 
REQUIREMENTS

EXAMPLES OF 
N O T MEETING 
REQUIREMENTS

1.1 How does the State 
Accountability System 
include every public 
school and LEA in the 
State?

Every public school and LEA is 
required to make adequate 
yearly progress and is 
included in the State 
Accountability System.

State has a definition of “public 
school” and “LEA” for AYP 
accountability purposes.
• The State Accountability 
System produces AYP 
decisions for all public 
schools, including public 
schools with variant 
grade configurations 
(e.g., K-12), public 
schools that serve 
special populations (e.g., 
alternative public 
schools, juvenile 
institutions, state public 
schools for the blind) and 
public charter schools. It 
also holds accountable 
public schools with no 
grades assessed (e.g., 
K-2).

A public school or LEA is not 
required to make adequate 
yearly progress and is not 
included in the State 
Accountability System.

State policy systematically 
excludes certain public 
schools and/or LEAs.

STATE RESPONSE AND STATE ACTIVITIES FOR MEETING REQUIREMENTS



1.1- The S ta te  o f  A la sk a  d e fin es  a s ch oo l in  A la s k a  A dm in is tra tiv e  C od e  A A C  0 5 .9 0 0 (5 ) .  
A  schoo l is a ls o  oe ing  d e fin ed  unde r the rev ised  reg u la tion s  g o v e rn in g  R e p o rt C a rd s  to 
the Pub lic . C h a rte r s c h o o ls , c o rre spondence  s c h o o ls , a lte rn a tiv e  and spec ia l m iss ion  
sch oo ls  a re  in c lu ded  as p u b lic  sch o o ls . A la sk a 's  a c coun tab ility  system  treats a l l these 
types o f  s c h o o ls  the sam e w ay  in de te rm in ing  A dequate  Y e a r ly  P rog re ss  (A Y P ) .

The accoun tab ility  system  p roduces  an A Y P  dec is ion  f o r  each p u b lic  s c h o o l in the state. 
S ch o o ls  w ith  an y  and a l l c om b in a tion s  o f  g rad e  con fig u ra t io n s  a re  in c luded  in c a lcu la tin g  
A Y P  and m ak in g  an A Y P  dec is ion  in the sam e m anner.

T he  s tandards-based  student assessm ent system  in A la s k a  consists o f  testing  a l l  students 
in  g rades 3 to  10 a n n u a lly . T h e  A Y P  c a lc u la t io n  w i l l agg regate  test data  ac ross g rade 
le ve ls  w ith in  each sch oo l. T h e  P e r fo rm a n c e  S c o re  (o v e ra l l percen t o f  students e n ro lle d  
fo r  the fu l l  academ ic  y e a r w ho  a re  p ro fic ie n t ac ross g rad es ) w i l l be com pa red  to  the 
A nnua l M ea su rab le  O b je c tiv e  (A M O ) fo r  each y ea r. M o re  de ta ils  on  de te rm in ing  A Y P  
a re  p resented in la te r parts o f  this p lan .

A l l sch oo ls  in  A la s k a  pa rtic ip a te  in the assessm en t system  w ith  the excep tion  o f  a few  
sch oo ls  w h o  o n ly  se rve  students in g rades K - 2 .  T h e  A Y P  dec is ion  m ade on  the sc h o o l 
that rece ives students from  the K - 2  s c h o o ls  w i l l be app lied  to  the K - 2  s c h o o l, so  that a l l 
sch oo ls  ( in c lu d in g  the K - 2  s c h o o ls ) w i l l re c e iv e  an annua i A Y P  de te rm ina tion .

C ha rte r s c h o o ls  a re  cons ide red  pub lic  s ch oo ls  in A la s k a  and a re  requ ired  to  partic ip ate  in 
the state's assessm en t system  and w i l l re ce ive  an annua l A Y P  de te rm ina tion . A lte rn a t iv e , 
Spec ia l M is s io n , C o rre sp ond ence , B o a rd in g  s c h o o ls , and sch oo ls  loca ted  in you th  
c o rre c tion a l fa c ilit ie s  a ls o  partic ip ate  in state assessm ents and w i l l re ce ive  an  annua l A Y P  
d e te rm ina tion  using  the sam e p rocedu res as fo r  a l l o th e r sc h o o ls .

D u rin g  the 2 0 0 3 / 2 0 0 4  and 2 0 0 4 / 2 0 0 5  sc h o o l y ea rs  A la s k a  w i l l s tudy the v a lid ity  o f  the 
s ta tew ide a c coun tab ility  system  w hen  ap p lied  to  A lte rn a t iv e  and S p ec ia l M iss ion  
S ch o o ls . I f  the resu lts  o f  this study ind icate that the a ccoun tab ility  system  is not v a lid  fo r  
these types o f  sch o o ls  A la s k a  w i l l p ro p o se  an a lte rna te  system  to the U S  D epa rtm en t o f  
E duca tion . U n t i l that occu rs , these s c h o o ls  w i l l re c e iv e  an annua l A Y P  de te rm ina tion  
using  the sam e system  as o th e r schoo ls .__________________________________________________________
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Chapter 1 Standards, A ssessm ents and Adequate Yearly Progress

T h is  s e c t io n  d e s c r ib e s  th e  s t a t u t o r y  a n d  r e g u la t o r y  r e q u i r e m e n t s  c o n c e r n in g  A YP , 
as w e ll as E D ’s le ss  f o rm a l  in t e r p r e t a t i o n s  th a t  b e c a m e  a p p a r e n t  t h r o u g h  ih e  p e e r  
re v iew  p ro c e s s .

A. S ingle S ta tew ide  A cco un ta b ility  System
E v e ry  s ta te  m u s t  d e m o n s t r a t e  in  its s la t e  p la n  th a t  it h a s  d e v e lo p e d  a n d  is im p le ­

m e n t in g  a  s in g le , s ta te w id e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  sy s tem  th a t  w i l l b e  e f fe c t iv e  in  e n s u r in g  
th a t  a l l  L E A s , p u b lic  e le m e n t a r y  s c h o o ls  a n d  p u b lic  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o ls  m a k e  AYP .
T h e  r e g u la t i o n s  c la r i f y  th a t  th is  s in g le  s y s tem  m u s t  b e  in  p la c e  f o r  th e  2 0 0 2 - 0 3  s c h o o l  
y e a r.

T h is  s in g le  sy s tem  m u s t  b e  th e  s a m e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  s y s tem  th e  s ta te  u ses f o r  a l l  
p u b lic  e le m e n t a r y  s c h o o ls  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o ls  a n d  f o r  a l l  L E A s  in  th e  s ta te , a n d  
m u s t  la k e  i n t o  a c c o u n t  th e  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  a l l  p u b l i c  s c h o o l s tu d e n t s . I t  m u s t  b e  
b a sed  o n  (h e  s la t e ’s s t a n d a rd s , a s s e s sm en ts , a n d  “ o t h e r  a c a d e m ic  in d ic a t o r s , "  as 
e x p la in e d  in  th is  c h a p te r . In  its a t t e m p t  t o  h o ld  L E A s  a n d  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  a c c o u n t a b le  
f o r  s t u d e n t  a c h ie v e m e n t  a n d  f o r  e n s u r in g  AYP , th e  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  sy s tem  m u s t  in ­
c lu d e  b o t h  s a n c t io n s  a n d  re w a rd s  (s u c h  as t e a c h e r  b o n u s e s  a n d  s c h o o l  r e c o g n i t i o n ) .

T h is  s t a t u t o r y  a n d  r e g u la t o r y  la n g u a g e  su g g e s ts  th a t  s ta te s  c a n n o t  c o n t in u e  th e  
d u a l sy s tem s  o f  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  th a t  o f t e n  a r o s e  u n d e r  IA S A . H o w e v e r , s ta te s  w ith  w e ll-  
e s ta b li s h e d  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  sy s tem s  v e h e m e n t ly  o b je c t e d  t o  h a v in g  to  d i s m a n t le  s ta te  
sy s tem s th a t  w o r k e d  s e e m in g ly  w e l l .  A f t e r  c o n s id e r in g  f o rm a l  c o m m e n t s  s u b m it t e d  
o n  th e  p r o p o s e d  r e g u la t i o n s  a n c l n e g o t ia t in g  i n f o rm a l ly  w ith  s ta te s , E D  a g r e e d  th a t a 
s ta te  m a y  c o n t in u e  to  u se  its c u r r e n t  s ta te  a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  s y s tem , c o n s is t e n t  w ith  
e a r l i e r  D e a r  C o l le a g u e  le t t e r s  r e le a s e d  b y  E D , i f  d i a l  s y s tem  in te g ra te s  th e  fe d e r a l ly -  
m a n d a te d  A Y P  in t o  its s y s tem . S la te s  w e re  r e q u i r e d  to  s u b m it  e v id e n c e  t h r o u g h  th e  
p e e r  re v ie w  p ro c e s s  th a t  t h o r o u g h ly  d e s c r ib e d  th e  s ta te ’s a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  sy s tem  a n d  
d e m o n s t r a t e d  h ow  it in t e g r a t e d  th e  A Y P  p ro v is io n s  r e q u i r e d  u n d e r  T i t le  I.

(N o t e  th a t  w h i le  a l l  p u b lic  s c h o o ls  m u s t  b e  in c lu d e d  in  A Y P  d e t e rm in a t i o n s ,  o n ly  
p u b lic  s c h o o ls  r e c e iv in g  T i t le  I a l lo c a t i o n s  a r e  s u b je c t  to  s a n c t io n s  u n d e r  J? I 11 (i f o r  
s c h o o l im p r o v e m e n t ,  c o r r e c t i v e  a c t io n  a n d  r e s t r u c t u r in g . S e e  C h a p t e r  2 . )

B. D efin ing  the  M ea su re  o f  A dequa te  Yearly P ro g re ss

1) General requirements
U n d e r  N C L B ,  A Y P  is m e a s u re d  s e p a r a t e ly  a t th e  le v e l o f  s c h o o l ,  d is t r ic t ,  a n d  s ta te  

p e r f o rm a n c e .  ( T h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  to  s e t A Y P  f o r  th e  stntr a s  a  w h o le  is n ew  u n d e r  
N C L B . )  T h e  m e a s u re s  m u s t  b e  d e s ig n e d  to  n a r r o w  th e  a c h ie v e m e n t  g a p s  a m o n g  
g r o u p s  o f  s tu d e n t s  in  th e  s c h o o ls ,  L E A s  a n d  th e  e n t i r e  s ta te . A  s t a le  m u s t  c r a f t  its 
A Y P  m e a s u re  s o  th a t th e  s a m e  h ig h  s t a n d a rd s  o f  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  a p p ly  t o  nil 
p u b lic  e le m e n t a r y  s c h o o l a n d  s e c o n d a r y  s c h o o l s tu d e n t s  in  th e  s ta te , n o t  ju s t  I ' it le  I 
s tu d e n ts . T h e  m e a s u re  m u s t b e  s ta t is t ic a l ly  v a lid  a n d  r e l i a b le ,  a n d  r e s u lt  in  c o n t i n u ­
o u s  a n d  s u b s t a n t ia l a c a d e m ic  im p r o v e m e n t  f o r  a l l s tu d e n t s .

T h e  s t a le  a s se s sm en ts  m u s t b e  th e  p r im a r y  f a c t o r  in  th e  s ta te ’s  m e a s u re  o l  A YP , as 
u n d e r  IA SA . A m o n g  m a n v  o t h e r  to p ic s , p e e r  re v ie w e rs  h a d  to  r e p o r t  w h e t h e r  th e  
s ta te 's  d e l i i i i i i o n  o f  A Y P  was b a se d  p r im a r i ly  o n  th e  a c a d e m ic  a s se s sm en ts . A lt h o u g h
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through other entities such as school support teams or edu­
cational service agencies.

"(8) A d m in is t r a t iv e  c o s t s .—A State educational agency 
that receives a grant award under this subsection may reserve 
not more than 5 percent of such grant funds for administration, 

, evaluation, and technical assistance expenses.
"(9) L o c a l  a w a r d s .—Each local educational agency that 

applies for assistance under this subsection shall describe how 
it will provide the lowest-achieving schools the resources nec­
essary to meet goals under school and local educational agency 
improvement, corrective action, and restructuring plans under 
section 1116,

20 USC 6304. “ SEC. 1004.' iTATE ADM IN ISTRATION .

“(a) III General.—Except as provided in subsection (b), to 
carry out administrative duties assigned under parts A, C, and 
D of this ti tie, each State may reserve the greater of—

“('.) 1 percent of the amounts received under such parts;
or

"(2) $400,000 ($50,000 in the case of each outlying area). 
“(b) E x c e p t io n .—If the sum of the amounts appropriated for 

parts A, C, and D of this title is equal to or greater than 
$14,000,000,000, then the reservation described in subsection (a)(1) 
shall not exceed 1 percent of the amount the State would receive, 
if $ 14,000,0')0,000 were allocated among the States for parts A, 
C, and D of this title.

“ P A R T  A — I M P R O V I N G  B A S I C  P R O G R A M S  O P ­
E R A T E D  B Y  L O C A L  E D U C A T IO N A L  A G E N C I E S

“ S u b p a r t  1— B a s i c  P r o g r a m  R e q u i r e m e n t s
20 USC 6311. “ SEC. 1111. STATE PLANS.

“(a) P l a n s  R e q u ir e d  —
“(1) I n  g e n e r a l .—For any State desiring to receive a grant 

under this part, the State educational agency shall submit 
to the Secretary a plan, developed by the State educational 
agency, in consultation with local educational agencies, 
teachers, principals, pupil services personnel, administrators 
(including administrators of programs described in other parts 
of this title), other staff, and parents, that satisfies the require­
ments of this section and that is coordinated with other pro­
grams under this Act, the Individuals with Disabilities Edu­
cation Act, the Carl D. Perkins Vocational and Technical Edu­
cation Act of 1998, the Head Start Act, the Adult Education 
and Family Literacy Act, and the McKinney-Vento Homeless 
Assistance Act.

“(2) Consolidated PLAN.—A State plan submitted under 
paragraph (1 ) may be submitted as part of a consolidated 
plan under section 9302.
“ (b ) A c a d e m ic  S t a n d a r d s , A c a d e m ic  A s s e s s m e n t s , a n d  

A c c o u n t a b il it y .—
“ (1 )  C h a l l e n g in g  a c a d e m ic  s t a n d a r d s .—

“(A) I n  g e n e r a l .—Each State plan shall demonstrate 
that the State has adopted challenging academic content 
standards and challenging studpnt academic achievement
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standards that will be used by the State, its local edu­
cational agencies, and its schools to carry out this part, 
except that a State shall not be required to submit such 
standards to the Secretary.

“ (B )  SAME s t a n d a r d s .— The academic standards 
required by subparagraph (A) shall be the same academic 
standards that the State applies to all schools and children 
in the State.

"(C) S u b j e c t s .— The State shall have such academic 
standards for all public elementary school and secondary 
school children, including children served under this part, 
in subjects determined by the State, but including at least 
mathematics, reading or language arts, and (beginning in 
the 2005-2006 school year) science, which shall include 
the same knowledge, skills, and levels of achievement 
expected of all children.

“(D) C h a l l e n g in g  a c a d e m ic  s t a n d a r d s .— Standards 
under this paragraph shall include—

“(i) challenging academic content standards in aca­
demic subjects that—

“(I) specify what children are expected to know 
and be able to do;

"(II) contain coherent and rigorous content;
and

“(III) encourage the teaching of advanced 
skills; and
“(ii) challenging student academic achievement 

standards that—
“(I) are aligned with the State's academic con­

tent standards;
“(II) describe two levels of high achievement 

(proficient and advanced) that determine how well 
children are mastering the material in the State 
academic content standards; and

“(III) describe a third level of achievement 
(basic) to provide complete information about the 
progress of the lower-achieving children toward 
mastering the proficient and advanced levels of 
achievement.

"(E) I n f o r m a t io n .—For the subjects in which students 
will be served under this part, but for which a State is 
not required by subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C) to develop, 
and has not otherwise developed, such academic standards, 
the State plan shall describe a strategy for ensuring that 
students are taught the same knowledge and skills in 
such subjects and held to the same expectations as are 
all children.

“(F) E x is t in g  s t a n d a r d s .— Nothing in this part shall 
prohibit a State from revising, consistent with this section, 
any standard adopted under this part before or after the 
date of enactment of the No Child Left Behind Act of 
2001.
"(2) A c c o u n t a b il it y .—

"(A) I n  g e n e r a l .—Each State plan shall demonstrate 
that the State has developed and is implementing a single, 
statewide State accountability system that will be effective 
in ensuring that all local educational agencies, public
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elementary schools, and public secondary schools make ade­
quate yearly progress as defined under this paragraph. 
Each State accountability system shall—

“(i) be based on the academic standards and aca­
demic assessments adopted under paragraphs (1) and 
(3), and other academic indicators consistent with 
subparagraph (C/vi) and (vii), and shall take into 
account the achievement of all public elementary school 
and secondary school students;

"(ii) be the same accountability system the State 
uses for all public elementary schools and secondary 
schools or all local educational agencies in the State, 
except that public elementary schools, secondary 
schools, and local educational agencies not partici­
pating under this part are not subject to the require­
ments of section 1116; and

"(iii) include sanctions and rewards, such as 
bonuses and recognition, the State will use to hold 
local educational agencies and public elementary 
schools and secondary schools accountable for student 
achievement and for ensuring that they make adequate 
yearly progress in accordance with the State’s defini­
tion under subparagraphs (B) and (C).
“(B) Ad e q u a t e  y e a r l y  p r o g r e s s — Each State plan 

shall demonstrate, based on academic assessments 
described in paragraph (3), and in accordance v'ith this 
paragraph, what constitutes adequate yearly progress of 
the State, and of all public elementary schools, secondary 
schools, and local educational agencies in the State, toward 
enabling all public elementary school and secondary school 
students to meet the State’s student academic achievement 
standards, while working toward the goal of narrowing 
the achievement gaps in the State, local educational agen­
cies, and schools.

“ (C ) D e f in it io n .—‘Adequate yearly progress’ shall be 
defined by the State in a manner that—

“(i) applies the same high standards of academic 
achievement to all public elementary school and sec­
ondary school students in the State;

“(ii) is statistically valid and reliable;
"(iii) results in continuous and substantial aca­

demic improvement for all students;
"(iv) measures the progress of public elementary 

schools, secondary schools and local educational agen­
cies and the State based primarily on the academic 
assessments described in paragraph (3);

"(v) includes separate measurable annual objec­
tives for continuous and substantial improvement for 
each of the following:

“(I) The achievement of all public elementary 
school and secondary school students.

“(II) The achievement of—
"(aa) economically disadvantaged stu­

dents;
“(bb) students from major racial and 

ethnic groups;
“(cc) students with disabilities; and
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“(dd) students with limited English pro­
ficiency;

except that disaggregation of data under subclause 
(II) shall not be required in a case in which the 
number of students in a category is insufficient 
to yield statistically reliable information or the 
results would reveal personally identifiable 
information about an individual student;
“(vi) in accordance with subparagraph (D), includes 

graduation rates for public secondary school students 
(defined as the percentage of students who graduate 
from secondary school with a regular diploma in the 
standard number of years) and at least one other aca­
demic indicator, as determined by the State for all 
public elementary school students; and

“(vii) in accordance with subparagraph (D), at the 
State’s discretion, may also include other academic 
indicators, as determined by the State for all public 
school students, measured separately for each group 
described in clause (v), such as achievement on addi­
tional State or locally administered assessments, 
decreases in grade-to-grade retention rates, attendance 
rates, and changes in the percentages of students com­
pleting gifted and talented, advanced placement, and 
college preparatory courses.
“(D) R e q u ir e m e n t s  f o r  o t h e r  in d ic a t o r s .— In car­

rying out subparagraph (C)(vi) and (vii), the State—
“(i) shall ensure that the indicators described in 

those provisions are valid and reliable, and are con­
sistent with relevant, nationally recognized profes­
sional and technical standards, if any; and

"(ii) except as provided in subparagraph (I)(i), may 
not use those indicators to reduce the number of, or 
change, the schools that would otherwise be subject 
to school improvement, corrective action, or restruc­
turing under section 1116 if those additional indicators 
were not used, but may use them to identify additional 
schools for school improvement or in need of corrective 
action or restructuring.
“(E) S t a r t in g  p o in t .— Each State, using data for the 

2001-2002 school year, shall establish the starting point 
for measuring, under subparagraphs (G) and (H), the 
percentage of students meeting or exceeding the State’s 
proficient level of academic achievement on the State 
assessments under paragraph (3) and pursuant to the 
timeline described in subparagraph (F). The starting point 
shall be, at a minimum, based on the higher of the percent­
age of students at the proficient level who are in—

“(i) the State’s lowest achieving group of students 
described in subparagraph (C)(v)(II); or

"(ii) the school at the 20th percentile in the State, 
based on enrollment, among all schools ranked by the 
percentage of students at the proficient level.
“(F) T im e l in e .—Each State shall establish a timeline 

for adequate yearly progress. The timeline shall ensure 
that not later than 12 years after the end of the 2001- 
2002 school year, all students in each group described
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