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F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_______
Title Carbon Monoxide Detection Devices

Fiscal Note Number: 1
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

CSHB 351(L&C)
1/26/2004

Dept. Affected: HESS
| B R U __________________
Com ponent ___________________

Sponsor
R equester

Gatto
H ouse L & C Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

Com ponent No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) i

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program ReceiDts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate of any c u rre n t year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark th is box (X) if funding for th is  bill is included in the G overnor's  FY 2005 b u d g e t p ro p o sa l: I !

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill has no fiscal impact.

Prepared by: 
Division

Approved by: 
Agency

Josh  Applebee Phone
Committee Aide Date/Time 1/26/04 11:35 AM

Representative Anderson, Chair Date 1/26/2004
House Labor and Commerce Committee
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F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):______________
Title "An Act relating to carbon monoxide detection
devices..."

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
RDU

CSHB 351 (STA)
3/1/04

LAW
Civil

Sponsor Represr ntatives Gatto & Gruenberg
Requester House Labor & Commerce__________

Component Commercial & Fair Business

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) | I I

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate of any  cu rren t year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark th is  box (X) if funding for th is  bill is  included  in the  G overno r's  FY 2005 b u d g e t p ro p o sa l: i i

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata papa if nacassary)
This bill amends AS 18.70 by requiring that carbon monoxide detection devices be installed and 
maintained in all qualifying dwelling units in the state.

Passage of this legislation will not have a foreseeable fiscal impact on the Department of Law.

Prepared by: 
Division

Approved by: 
Agency

Kathryn A. Daughhetee. Director Phone 465-3673
Administrative Services Date/Time 1/20/04 5:03 PM

Kathryn D aughhetee for Gregg D. Renkes, Attorney General 
Department of Law_______________________________________

Date 1/20/2004

(Rovisod 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 o f 1_



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 3
2004 L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N Bill Version:

(H) Publish Date:
CSHB 351 (STA) 
3/1/04

R evision  D ate/T im e (N ote if correction): Dept. Affected: Public Safety
Title Carbon Monoxide Detection Devices RDU Fire Prevention

Component Fire Prev. Operations
Sponsor Rep. Gatto
R equester House Labor & Commerce Component No. 494

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s_____________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 i 0.0 0.0 I .

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) | | | |

FUND SOURCE  (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Heaith
O ther (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate  o? any cu rren t year (FY2004) c o s t: 0.0
Mark th is  box (X) if funding for th is  bill is  included in the  G overnor’s  FY 2005 b u d g e t p roposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
The bill requires carbon monoxide detectors to be installed in all "qualifying" dwelling units in the state.

HB 351 will have minimal fiscal impact to the Fire Prevention program. There will be a slight increase in 
responsibilities for building plan review for compliance in 4-plex and larger dwelling units.

Prepared by: Gary Powell, Director
Division

Phone 269-5491
Fire Prevention Date/Time 1/20/04 10:05 AM

Approved by: 
Agency

Commissioner William Tandeske Date 1/20/2004
Department of Public Safety

(Rovisod 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 of 1



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  M a x  G r u e n b e r g  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C a r l  G a t t o

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

CSHB 351 (JUD)
C arbon M onoxide D e te c tio n  D evices

The recent deaths of all five members of an Anchorage family from carbon 
monoxide (CO) poisoning in their home prompted introduction of House Bill 351, 
which will require CO detectors to be installed and m aintained in m ost Alaskan 
homes. The need for the bill was tragically reinforced by the CO poisoning death 
in another Anchorage family in February. HB 351 adds CO detection devices to 
the requirement in state law that homeowners install and  m aintain smoke 
detectors, and requires th a t landlords will install the devices and tenan ts will 
m aintain them.

According to the Journal of the American Medical Association, CO poisoning is 
the leading cause of accidental poisoning in America, annually, claiming the 
lives of 1,500-2,000 people and hospitalizing an additional 10,000. Also, 
continuous exposure to low levels of carbon monoxide can compromise the 
efficiency of young children’s brains in processing information.

CO detectors are essential because CO is invisible to the hum an senses. It is 
odorless, tasteless, colorless, and non-irritating. W ithout a CO detector, one 
doesn’t know they’re being poisoned.

The Judiciary CS makes two changes to the State Affairs CS. First, it narrows 
the title to cover CO detection devices only. Second, it provides tha t a  failure to 
install and m aintain a  CO detector is not a  class “B" misdemeanor, b u t only a 
"violation” under AS 18.81.900, which makes it a non-criminal offense 
punishable by a  fine up to $500, the lowest penalty under Title 12.

Representatives Carl Gatto and Max Gruenberg have co-introduced this bill in 
order to help save lives and to prevent CO injuries.



A la s k a  C O  In c id e n ts

E v a c u a t io n s , R e s c u e s , C P R , 9 1 1 ;  C it iz e n s  H o n o re d  f o r L i f e s a v i n g  A c ts  
“ Je an  S c h u lte  a n d  R o n  H a rp e r , w h o  e v a cu a te d  3  p e o p le  s u f fe r in g  f r o m  s e r io u s  
c a rb o n 'm o n o x id e  p o is o n in g  f r o m  an  A n c h o ra g e  h o u se  in  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 2 . ”  
-A n c h o ra g e  D a i ly  N e w s

D e c e m b e r  1 7 , 2 0 0 2

H e a d lin e s  -  A n c h o ra g e  - C a rb o n  m o n o x id e  in ju re s  3  
“ T h re e  p e o p le  w e re  ru s h e d  to  th e  h o s p ita l M o n d a y  a f t e rn o o n  f o r  c a rb o n  
m o n o x id e  p o is o n in g , th e  s e c o n d  su ch  in c id e n t in  A n c h o ra g e  in  le s s  th a n  a w ee k . 
T h e  th re e  p e o p le  w e re  d is c o v e re d  in s id e  9 2 0 3  C a m p b e l l T e r r a c e  D r i v e  a ro u n d  
n o o n  b y  a n  e m p lo y e r  w h o  h a d  g o n e  to  th e  h o m e  b e c au se  o n  o f  the  p e o p le  h a d  n o t  
s h ow n  u p  to  w o r k ,  s a id  A n c h o ra g e  F i r e  D e p a r tm e n t  s p o k e sm a n , T o m  K e m p to n . 
A l l  3  in d iv id u a ls  w e re  in c o h e re n t  a n d  d is o r ie n te d , h e  s a id . A  c ra c k e d  h e a t 
e x c h a n g e r in  a  fu rn a c e  is  b e lie v e d  to  b e  th e  c au se  o f  th e  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  le a k . ”  
-A n c h o ra g e  D a i ly  N e w s

D e c e m b e r  1 3 , 2 0 0 2

6  S a v e d  F r o m  G a s  P o is o n in g
“ S ix  p e o p le , in c lu d in g  3  c h i ld re n , w e re  re s c u e d  e a r ly  T h u r s d a y  m o rn in g  a fte r  a 
9 1 1  d is p a tc h e r r e a l i z e d  a  c a l le r  a n d  h e r  fa m i ly  w e re  s u f fe r in g  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  
p o is o n in g  d u r in g  th e  c a l l ,  f i r e  o f f i c i a ls  s a id .”  -A n c h o ra g e  D a i ly  N e w s

March 27,2003
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Consumer Product Safety Commission 

Carbon Monoxide Questions and Answers

CPSC Document #466

1. What Is carbon monoxide (CO) and how is it produced in the home?

Carbon monoxide (CO) is a colorless, odorless, poisonous gas. It is produced by the incomplete 
burning of solid, liquid, and gaseous fuels. Appliances fueled with natural gas, liquified 
petroleum (LP gas), oil, kerosene, coal, or wood may produce CO. Burning charcoal produces 
CO. Running cars produce CO.

2. How many people are unintentionally poisoned by CO?

Every year, over 200 people in the United States die from CO produced by fuel-burning 
appliances (furnaces, ranges, water heaters, room heaters). Others die from CO produced while 
burning charcod inside a home, garage, vehicle or tent. Still others die from CO produced by 
cars left running In attached garages. Several thousand people go to hospital emergency rooms 
for treatment for CO poisoning.

3. What are the symptoms of CO poisoning?

The initial symptoms of CO poisoning are similar to the flu (but without the fever). They include:

° Headache 
°  Fatigue
o Shortness of breath 
°  Nausea 
°  Dizziness

Many people with CO poisoning mistake their symptoms for the flu or are misdiagnosed by 
physicians, which sometimes results In tragic deaths.

4. What should you do to prevent CO poisoning?

°  Make sure appliances are installed according to manufacturer's instructions and local building codes.
Most appliances should be installed by professionals. Have the heating system (including chimneys 
and vents) inspected and serviced annually. The inspector should also check chimneys and flues for 
blockages, corrosion, partial and complete disconnections, and loose connections.

°  Install a CO detector/alarrn that meets the requirements of the current UL standard 2034 or the 
requirements of the IAS 6-96 standard. A carbon monoxide detector/alarm can provide added 
protection, but is no substitute for proper use and upkeep of appliances that can produce CO. Install a 
CO detector/alarm in the hallway near every separate sleeping area of the home. Make sure the 
detector cannot be covered up by furniture or draperies.

o Never burn charcoal inside a home, garage, vehicle, or tent.

o Never use portable fuel-burning camping equipment inside a home, garage, vehicle, or tent.

o Never leave a car running in an attached garage, even with the garage door open.

o Never service fuel-burning appliances without proper knowledge, skills, and tools. Always refer to the 
owner's manual when performing minor adjustments or servicing fuel-burning appliances.

°  Never use gas appliances such as ranges, ovens, or clothes dryers for heating your home.

o Never operate unvented fuel-burning appliances in any room with closed doors or windows or in any

1 n f l n/icnnni 1 1 am



Carbon Monoxide Questions and Answers nttp://www.cpsc.gov/cpscpuo/puDS/4bb.ntnu

°  Do not use gasoline-powered tools and engines indoors. If use is unavoidable, ensure that adequate 
ventilation Is available and whenever possible place engine unit to exhaust outdoors.

room where people are sleeping.

5. What CO level Is dangerous to your health?

The health effects of CO depend on the level of CO and length of exposure, as well as each 
individual's health condition. The concentration of CO is measured In parts per million (ppm). 
Health effects from exposure to CO levels of approximately 1 to 70 ppm are uncertain, but most 
people will not experience any symptoms. Some heart patients might experience an increase in 
chest pain. As CO levels increase and remain above 70 ppm, symptoms may become more 
noticeable (headache, fatigue, nausea). As CO levels increase above 150 to 200 ppm, 
disorientation, unconsciousness, and death are possible.

6. What should you do if you are experiencing symptoms of CO poisoning?

If you think you are experiencing any of the symptoms of CO poisoning, get fresh air 
immediately. Open windows and doors for more ventilation, turn off any combustion appliances, 
and leave the house. Call your fire department and report your symptoms. You could lose 
consciousness and die if you do nothing. It Is also Important to contact a doctor immediately for 
a proper diagnosis. Tell your doctor that you suspect CO poisoning is causing your problems. 
Prompt medical attention is Important If you are experiencing any symptoms of CO poisoning 
when you are operating fuel-burning appliances. Before turning your fuel-burning appliances 
back on, make sure a qualified serviceperson checks them for malfunction.

7. What has changed in CO detectors/alarms recently?

CO detectors/alarms always have been and still are designed to alarm before potentially 
life-threatening levels of CO are reached. The UL standard 2034 (1998 revision) has stricter 
requirements that the detector/alarm must meet before it can sound. As a result, the possibility 
of nuisance alarms is decreased.

8. What should you do when the CO detector/alarm sounds?

Never ignore an alarming CO detector/alarm. If the detector/alarm sounds: Operate the reset 
button. Call your emergency services (fire department or 911). Immediately move to fresh air ~ 
outdoors or by an open door/window.

9. How should a consumer test a CO detector/alarm to make sure It is working?

Consumers should follow the manufacturer's instructions. Using a test button, some 
detectors/alarms test whether the circuitry as well as the sensor which senses CO is working, 
whilê the test button on other detectors only tests whether the circuitry Is working. For those 
units which test the circuitry only, some manufacturers sell separate test kits to help the 
consumer test the CO sensor inside the alarm.

10. What Is the role of the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) In preventing CO 
poisoning?

CPSC worked closely with Underwriters Laboratories (UL) to help develop the safety standard 
(UL 2034) fo- CO detectors/alarms. CPSC helps promote carbon monoxide safety awareness to 
raise awareness of CO hazards and the need for regular maintenance of fuel-burning 
appliances. CPSC recommends that every home have a CO detector/alarm that meets the 
requirements of the most recent UL standard 2034 or the IAS 6-96 standard in the hallway near 
every separate sleeping area. CPSC also works with industry to develop voluntary and 
mandatory standards for fuel-burning appliances.

11. Do some cities require that CO detectors/alarms be Installed?

On September 15,1993, Chicago, Illinois became one of the first cities in the nation to adopt an

n n /t< /o rw * n -09 a  m
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ordinance requiring, effective October 1,1994, the installation of CO dotectors/alarms in all new 
single-family homes and In existing single-family residences that have new oil or gas furnaces. 
Several other cities also require CO detectors/alarms in apartment buildings and single-family 
dwellings.

12. Should CO detectors/alarms be used in motor homes and other recreational vehicles?

CO detectors/alarms are available for boats and recreational vehicles and should be used. The 
Recreation Vehicle Industry Association requires CO detectors/alarms in motor homes and in 
towabie recreational vehicles that have a generator or are prepped for a generator.

Send the link for this oaoe to a friend! Consumers can obtain this publication and additional publication information 
from the Publications section of CPSC's web site or by sending your publication request to info@cosc.gov.

This document is in the public domain. It may be reproduced without change in part or whole by an individual or 
organization without permission. If it Is reproduced, however, the Commission would appreciate knowing how it is 
used. Write the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, Office of Information and Public Affairs, Washington, 
D.C. 20207 or send an e-mail to info@cpsc.gov.

The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission is charged with protecting the public from unreasonable risks of 
serious Injury or death from more than 15,000 types of consumer products under the agency’s jurisdiction. Deaths, 
injuries and property damage from consumer product incidents cost the nation more than $700 billion annually. The 
CPSC is committed to protecting consumers and families from products that pose a fire, electrical, chemical, or 
mechanical hazard or can injure children. The CPSC's work to ensure the safety of consumer products - such as 
toys, cribs, power tools, cigarette lighters, and household chemicals - contributed significantly to the 30 percent 
decline in the rate of deaths and injuries associated with consumer products over the past 30 years.

To report a dangerous product or a product-related injury, call CPSC's hotline at (800) 638-2772 or CPSC's 
teletypewriter at (800) 638-8270, or visit CPSC’s web site at www.cpsc.gov/talk.html. Consumers can obtain this 
release and recall Information at CPSC's Web site at www.cpsc.gov.

Consumer Safety (Home) | About CPSC | Library | Business
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C A R B O N  M O N O X I D E  ( C O ) :  T H E  S I L E N T  K I L L E R

H IS T O R Y  O F  C O  L E G IS L A T IO N

199 2 : T he  firs t  U .S . c ity  to  adop t a  law  requ irin g  C O  a la rm s w as K in g s to n , N ew  Y o rk . T h e  law as 
adop ted N ov em b e r 1 0 , 1 9 9 2 .

1 9 9 4 : In  M a rch  o f  1 9 9 4 , the C ity  o f  C h icag o  becam e the second and  la rg e s t U .S . m un ic ip a lity  to  enact a 
C O  a la rm  law .

1 9 9 8 : In  1 9 9 8 , W e s t V irg in ia  becam e the firs t  state to  adop t a  s ta tew ide C O  a la rm  law .

2 0 0 2 : R h o d e  Is lan d  enac ted  a  statew ide C O  law  in the y e a r 2 0 0 2 .

2 0 0 3 : N ew  Y o r k  and N ew  Je rsey  enacted statew ide ca rbon  m on ox id e  law s  in  the sp ring o f  2 0 0 3 .

P resen t: C u rren t states w o rk in g  to pass statew ide C O  leg is la tion  in c lu d e  M assachusetts and Pennsy lvan ia .

C O  F A C T S

•  C a rb on  m on ox id e  is the le ad in g  cause o f  acc identa l p o ison in g  deaths in  A m erica , c la im in g  m ore  
than 2 ,1 0 0  liv e s  p e r y e a r, acco rd in g  to  a study pub lish ed  in  the Jou rn a l o f  the A m erican  M ed ica l 
A ssoc ia tion .

•  C O  accounts f o r  4 0 ,0 0 0  em erg ency  ro om  visits and 2 0 ,0 0 0  h ea lth -re la ted  in ju rie s  annua lly , 
acco rd ing  to  the A m e ric an  A ssoc ia tion  o f  P o is o n  C o n tro l C en te rs . Y e t  a c c o rd in g  to  s a fe ty  
in d u s t ry  e s tim a te s . 8 8  p e rc e n t o f  h om es  re m a in  u n p ro te c te d  b ecau se  th e y  d o  n o t h a v e  a t  le a s t 
o n e  C O  a la rm .

•  C O  is  know n  as the “ S i le n t K i l le r ”  since it is  in v is ib le  to the hum an senses. I t  is  od o r le s s , tasteless,
c o lo r le s s  and n on -irr ita tin g , so  w ith ou t a C O  a la rm ’ s w arn ing  there  is  n o  w ay to know  that y ou  are
be ing  po isoned . C O  m im ic s  the f lu  o r  fo o d  p o ison in g  and sym p tom s in c lu de  headache, nausea, 
fa tigue and d izz in e ss .

•  In  fac t, studies p e r fo rm ed  at the U n iv e rs ity  o f  I l l in o is  H o sp ita l at C h icag o  found  that f iv e  to  ten 
pe rcen t o f  patien ts p resen ted  to the em ergency ro o m  w ith f lu - l ik e  sym ptom s ac tu a lly  had C O  
po ison ing .

f  C O  is a b y -p rodu c t o f  com bustion  p roduced  b y  com m on  hou seh o ld  app liances such as gas o r  o i l
fu rn aces , w ate r hea te rs , space heaters and c lo thes d rye rs . O th e r po ten tia l sou rces inc lude barbecue 
g r i lls , firep lace s , w ood -b u rn in g  stoves , gas ovens and fum es en te ring  a hom e from  an attached 
garage.

•  O nce in  the b lo od s tre am , CC» su ffo ca te s  the b od y  fro m  the in s ide  ou t, p reven ting  life -su sta in ing  
oxygen  fro m  re ach in g  v ita l o rgans in  the body such as the b ra in  and heart.

•  T h e  le v e l o f  e xp o su re  to ca rbon  m on ox id e  and the am oun t o f  dam age done  is g reate r in  ch ild ren  
than adu lts. F o r  e xam p le  an adu lt breathes 12  tim es w ith in  a  m inu te , w h ile  a ch ild  w ill take 2 0 -3 0  
breaths du ring  that sam e tim e. I f  ca rbon  m onox id e  is p resen t, the c h ild  is m e tab o liz ing  m ore  o f  the 
d ead ly  gas at a  fa s te r pace, re su ltin g  in  a m ore  severe  p o ison in g .



•  C h ild ren , in fan ts  and  the u n b o rn  cannot a rticu la te  p a in  o r  o th e r sym p tom s assoc iated  w ith  ca rbon  
m on ox id e  p o ison in g , w h ich  o fte n  p ro lo n g s  the ir exposu re  and  inc reases the ir r is k  f o r  se riou s  
in ju rie s  and  death . E ffe c ts  o f  e xp o su re  can  inc lude b ra in  d am age , hea rt de fec ts , c e reb ra l p a ls y  and 
death.

EXPERT TESTIMONIALS 

3:11 Webb
Executive Director, Congressional Fire Services Institute
" There's a mantra in the fire service that saving lives starts with prevention. We have seen that with smoke 
detectors. By installing smoke detectors we have saved thousands of lives. We can do the same if we install 
carbon monoxide detectors.”

Assemblyman Joseph Morelle (D)
Irondequoit, New York -  Sponsored a statewide CO law that went into effect in March of 2003.
"We have evidence from other places including the cities of Chicago and St. Louis, that CO laws have 
helped reduce fatalities in those communities. We have a great example here, as smoke alarm laws were 
enacted, more of these life safety devices went into homes and death rates from fire have declined. It’s time 
now to look at carbon monoxide alarms the same way. ”

Steve Gladstone,
President-elect, American Society of Home Inspectors (ASHI)
"Ifpeople don’t have a carbon monoxide detector in their house, at almost any point in the life of their 
equipment, it can fail and it can become a lethal environment. So if they don’t have a carbon monoxide 
detector, they won’t know and they could die in that environment. We’re talking about a small investment, 
and god forbid something terrible happens, you ‘11 never forgive yourselffor the rest of your life.”

Dr. Jerrold B. Leildn
Director of Medical Toxicology, Evanston Northwestern Healthcare-OMEGA
"Carbon monoxide has no odor, and is not irritating at all, and targets the brain for its poisoning 
capabilities, so that you can be overcome by carbon monoxide and not even know it...carbon monoxide 
detectors are just like seat belts and motorcycle helmets in that they save lives. And especially they save 
lives from traumatic accidents that can occur all of a sudden with nobody in the household knowing they’ve 
been exposed to these deadly gases."

Hal and Kathy Ketofsky
Carbon Monoxide Survivor Family, New Jersey
"I used to feel the same way most people feel about carbon monoxide -  unconcerned. But I have a different 
opinion now. It’s clear that the difference between life and death is as simple as having an alarm and not 
having one. ”

PREVENTION

T h e  C onsum er P rod u c t S a fe ty  C om m iss io n  and the In te rn a tiona l A sso c ia t io n  o f  F ire  C h ie fs  recom m end 
e v e ry  h om e  have at le a s t one  ca rbon  m on o x id e  a la rm  w ith an aud ib le  w a rn ing  s igna l in s ta lled  nea r sleep 
areas.

For more information about carbon monoxide, contact the Our Children at Risk Task Force at 
1-877-COFACTS.
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CH ICAGO , Oct. 1 4 ,1 9 9 6  -  Children, infants and unborn babies a re  m ore vu lne rab le  to carbon 
m onoxide (C O ) poisoning than healthy adu lts, according to  toxico log ists and medical 
profei s iona ls . Y ounge r fam ily m em bers a re  particularly susceptib le due to the ir higher 
m etabolic rates -  meaning they require m ore oxygen and u se  it fa s te r than adu lts. Carbon 
m onoxide even in sm all am ounts works to restrict oxygen in the b loodstream , thus starving a 
child's tissues and organs o f  what is needed to function and deve lop  properly.

"C arbon  m onoxide poisoning can cause neurological p rob lem s, learning disabilities, m em ory 
lo ss  and personality changes in children and can lead to m iscarriage o r stillbirth fo r women 
exposed  during pregnancy," said Dr. Marc Bayer, medical director, Connecticut Po ison  Contro l 
C en te r. "B ecause o f  the h igher oxygen requirements o f sm a lle r bodies, carbon monoxide's 
interference with oxygen de livery can lead  to permanent dam age to a child's deve loping 
nervous system ," he said.

Young children a re  a lso  vu lnerab le  to m isdiagnosis because they cannot fu lly  explain the 
onset, p rogression and severity o f  their symptom s. Additionally, because children spend m ost 
o f  the ir time in the hom e, they a re  m ore likely to be exposed  to carbon m onoxide produced by 
gas, oil, wood o r p ropane burning app liances and heating system s.

"B ecause  this toxin is invisible to human sen se s  and the ea rly  poisoning sym ptom s look like 
other common prob lem s such as the flu, the best way to know if a leak is p resen t is to equip 
the hom e with carbon monoxide detectors that have an audib le a larm ," said Bayer.

To provide an ea rly  warning o f  carbon m onoxide dangers, First A le rt(R ), the nation's leading 
brand o f carbon monoxide detectors , has deve loped a UL listed, extra-sensitive battery- 
powered detector that will s e n se  carbon monoxide at low er concentrations than plug-in m ode ls 
a re  designed to detect. The detector will continue to operate in the event o f a power outage, a 
time when alternative heat sou rces  a re  commonly used and can be mounted out o f  reach o f 
little fingers -  important to children with fam ilies.

Fam ilies with children, p regnant women, e lderly peop le o r anyone with heart o r lung d isorders 
may want the added protection o f the F irst Alert b io-sensor technology. The e lderly  and peop le 
with heart and lung d isorders a re at g reate r risk o f injury o r death from  carbon monoxide 
because CO can aggravate a pre-existing condition o f restricted oxygen flow  in the

http://www.docguide.com/dg.nsf/PrintPrint/A2BClA7DEBA81376852563C500497F7F 10/20/2003
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b loodstream .

The C onsum er P roduct Sa fe ty  Com m ission (C P SC ) recom m ends that every h om e in America 
install at le ast on e  carbon m onoxide detector with an audib le a la rm , located n ea r the sleeping 
a re a . Additional detectors on eve ry  level provide an extra m easu re  o f safety.

C o p y r ig h t  ©  1 9 9 9  P \S \L  C o n s u lt in g  G ro u p  In c . A l l  r ig h ts  re s e rv e d . R e p u b lic a t io n  o r  re d is t r ib u t io n  o f  
P \SV L  c on te n t is  e x p re s s ly  p ro h ib ite d  w ith o u t th e  p r io r  w rit te n  c o n s e n t o f  P \S \L . P \ S \ L  s h a l l  n o t  be lia b le  
f o r  a n y  e r ro r s , o m is s io n s  o r  d e la y s  in  th is  c o n te n t o r  a n y  o th e r  c o n te n t o n  its  s ite s , n ew s le t te rs  o r  o th e r  
p u b lic a t io n s , n o r  f o r  a n y  d e c is io n s  o r  a c tion s  ta k e n  in  re lia n c e  o n  su ch  c o n te n t .

T h is  n ew s  s to ry  v /a s  p r in te d  f r o m  ^ D o c to r 's  G u id e  to  th e  In te rn e t*  
lo c a te d  a t h t tp :/ /w w w .d o c g u id e .c o m

R e tu rn  to  N e w s  S t o r y  P ag e

T h is  s ite  is  m a in ta in e d  b y  w e b m a s te r@ p s lg ro u p .c o m  
P le a s e  c o n ta c t u s  w ith  a n y  c om m e n ts , p ro b le m s  o r  bugs.
A l l  C on ten ts C o p y r ig h t  ( c )  1 9 9 8  P \S \L  C o n s u lt in g  G ro u p  In c . 
A l l  r ig h ts  re s e rv e d .
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C O  D E T E C T O R  O R D I N A N C E  T A K E S  E F F E C T  I N  A N C H O R A G E  
New  law  designed to  reduce ris k  o f accidenta l p o ison ing

J o in e d  b y  m em b e rs  o f  th e  A n c h o ra g e  H om e b u ild e rs  A s s o c ia t io n  and  th e  A n ch o ra g e  F i r e  
D ep a rtm en t , M a y o r  M a rk  B e g ic h  an d  A s s e m b ly  C h a irm a n  D ic k  T ra in i to d a y  s ig n e d  a 
n ew  o rd in a n c e  re q u ir in g  c a rb on  m o n o x id e  d e tec to rs  in  a l l  A n c h o ra g e  h om es .

T h e  n ew  la w , p a ssed  u n a n im o u s ly  b y  th e  A s s em b ly  la s t n ig h t , im p ac ts  a l l  e x is t in g  and  
n ew  c on s tru c tio n . I t  re q u ire s  o n e  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e te c to r o u ts id e  o f  th e  s le e p in g  
ro o m s , o n  each  le v e l o f  a  h om e .

I n  a  c e rem on y  a t th e  c ity ’ s B u i ld in g  P e rm it  C en te r, M a y o r  B e g ic h  sa id  th e  n ew  o rd in a n c e  
w a s  p rom p te d  b y  th e  dea th s o f  th e  f iv e -m e m b e r  A rts  f a m i ly  in  D e c e m b e r , and  b y  the  
fa ta l c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  p o is o n in g  o f  an  A n ch o ra g e  m a n  in  h is  H i l ls id e  h om e  la s t m on th .
T h e  m a n ’ s w i fe  s u rv iv e d , b u t a ls o  s u f fe re d  s e r io u s  im p ac ts  f r o m  C O  p o is o n in g .

“ T h e  recen t d ea th s  in  o u r  c ity  h a v e  p rom p te d  m an y  to  a s k  w h a t w e  can  a l l  d o  to  add re ss  
th is  p ro b le m ,”  s a id  B e g ic h . “ T h is  re g u la t io n  re q u ir in g  th e  in s ta lla t io n  o f  C O  d e te c to rs  o n  
each  f lo o r ,  o u ts id e  o f  a n y  s le e p in g  a re a  is  p a r t  o f  th e  an sw e r. I  a p p la u d  th e  A s s e m b ly , the 
F i r e  D ep a rtm en t , m em b e rs  o f  the  H om e b u ild e rs  A s s o c ia t io n  and  o u r  c i ty  b u i ld in g  s t a f f  in  
w o rk in g  to g e th e r to  g e t th is  le g is la t io n  p assed  q u ic k ly .”

C a rb o n  m o n o x id e  (C O )  p o is o n in g  is  th e  le a d in g  cause  o f  a c c id e n ta l p o is o n in g  d ea th s  in  
A m e ric a , a c c o rd in g  to  the C en te rs  f o r  D is e a s e  C o n t ro l. A n  e s tim a ted  2 ,1 0 0  liv e s  arc lo s t  
each  y e a r  to th e  o d o r le s s , ta s te le ss , in v is ib le  gas . B u t  e x p e rts  s a y  w ith  p ro p e r  ed u ca t io n  
an d  in s ta lla t io n  o f  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  a la rm s , fa m ilie s  c o u ld  g re a t ly  re d u ce  th e ir  r is k .

A f t e r  the dea th s o f  th e  A rts  fa m i ly  in  D e c em b e r , th e  M a y o r ’ s o f f i c e  ra is e d  $ 3 1 ,0 0 0  in  
c o rp o ra te  d o n a t io n s  and  p u rch a sed  hu nd red s  o f  C O  d e te c to rs  w h ic h  w e re  g iv e n  aw a y  f re e  
to  lo w  and m o d e ra te  in c om e  fa m i lie s .

Municipality of 
Anchorage

F O R  IM M E D IA T E  R E L E A S E

http://www.muni.org
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D e a r N C S L  attendee:

Seve ra l years ago, I  lost two o f  m y  three sons, Zachary and N icho la s  (1 6  m onths and fo u r  years o f  age ) to  
c a rb o n  m on ox id e  p o ison ing  fro m  a fu rnace m a lfunction  that n ea r ly  w iped  ou t o u r en tire fam ily . S ince the 
death o f  my sons, I  have becom e an advocate fo r  th e use o f  ca rbon  m onox id e  a la rm s in all homes.

C a rbon  m onox ide is know n as the “ S ilen t K i l le r ”  fo r  a ve ry  good  reason  -  y ou  d on ’ t  kn ow  it is there. C O  
attacks w ithout warn ing -  y ou  can ’ t see it, sm e ll it o r  taste it  and sym ptom s m im ic  the f lu . C O  is the # 1  cause 
o f  acc iden ta l p o iso n in g  d ea th s  in  th e  U .S . and accounts fo r  4 0 ,0 0 0  em ergency ro om  v is its , 2 0 ,0 0 0  health - 
re la ted in ju ries and 2 ,0 0 0  deaths annua lly .

I  can assure y ou  that m y fam ily  w as n o  d iffe ren t than you rs  o r fam ilie s  in  y o u r d is t r ic t  W e  s im p ly  d idn ’ t 
know  what C O  was o r  that w e w ere  at risk . A s som eone who su rv ived  a dead ly  carbon m onox ide  in c id en t I  
can te ll you that y ou  don ’ t know  w hat’ s happening to you  -  un til i t ’ s too  U te. O n ly  an a la rm  can a le rt y ou  to 
the presence o f  carbon m onox ide  b e fo re  it becom es li fe  threatening.

Carbon m onoxide is a natu ra l b y -p roduct o f  combustion in fu e l bu rn ing  app liances. A  tox ic  sp ill can happen 
at any time due to a fau lty  fu rnace , b locked  ch im ney, cracked vent p ipe o r  c lo thes d rye r w ith a  b locked  vent. 
E lec tric -on ly  hom es are ju s t as susceptib le to  this househo ld  threat because a ca r le ft  id lin g  in an attached 
garage, a gas-powered generator used during a pow er outage o r  a cha rcoa l g r i l l b rought indoors o r  operated 
too  c lose to the hom e can cause hazardous consequences.

Sm oke  alarm  leg is la tion  has been successfu l in reducing the num ber o f  fire -re la ted  deaths in ou r 
communities. N ow , it is time to  lo o k  at carbon m onox ide a la rm s in  the same w ay -  as a c ritica l piece o f  home 
sa fety equipment that be longs in eve ry  household , renta l p roperty and lodg ing  fac ility .

N ew  Y o rk , N ew  Jersey and R hode  Is land  are three states w ith law s requ iring carbon m onox ide a la rm s in 
homes, lodging fac ilitie s and ren ta l properties. M any o ther cities and towns have s im ila r requirements. B y  
sponsoring carbon m onoxide leg is la tion , y ou  can he lp  y ou r state and its constituents save lives and prevent 
in ju ries, espec ia lly  am ong younge r fam ily  m em bers who are at g reater r is k  to carbon m onox ide exposure .

Y o u r  help is u rgen tly  needed today! I  u rg e  y ou  to  s top  b v  b oo th  8 3 7  a t the  N a t io n a l C on fe re n c e  o f  S ta te  
L e g is la to rs  m ee tin g  J u ly  2 3 -2 5  in  S an  F ra n c is c o  where members o f  the O u r C h ild ren  at R isk  T ask  Force , 
including m yse lf, w i l l be ava ilab le  to discuss the importance o f  passing carbon m onox id e  leg is la tion  in y ou r 
state. W e can p rov id e  m ode l leg is la tion  and any add itiona l in fo rm ation  y ou  m ay need to  a id in this important
e ffo rt .

I f  y ou ’ d  like  fu rther in fo rm ation  p r io r to the conference, p lease d on ’ t hesitate to contact us. I  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to 
meeting you.

S incere ly ,

C he ry l B a rt
Chairperson , O u r Ch ild ren  at R is k  T ask  Fo rce

541 N. Fairbanks, Suite 2040 • Chicago, Illino is 60611 • 1 -877 -CO FACTS



S u b je c t : C O  L e g is la t io n
D a te : T u e , 2 0  Jan  2 0 0 4  0 8 : 4 9 :3 5  - 0 9 0 0
F r o m : m h a y a sh i < m h a y a s h i@ g c i .n e t>
T o : R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a t to @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  G a t to :
o r  " C a r l " ,  as I  u sed  to  c a l l  y o u  in  th e  P ro v id e n c e  E m e rg e n c y  D e p a r tm e n t . 
A la s k a  S A F E  K ID S  s u p p o r ts  y o u r  e f f o r t  to  in t ro d u c e  C O  D e te c to r  
le g is la t io n  in  A la s k a .

A f t e r  w o r k in g  in  e m e rg e n c y  n u rs in g  f o r  n e a r ly  3 8  y e a rs  a n d
b e in g  th e  s ta tew id e  A la s k a  S A F E  K I D S  S ta te  C o a l i t i o n  C o o rd in a t o r  f o r  15
y e a rs ,
it  is  e v id e n t  tha t C O  p o is o n in g  is  a  p re v e n ta b le  in ju ry /d e a th  f o r  
A la s k a  c it iz e n s .
I t  is  a ls o  e v id e n t th a t th e  g e n e ra l p o p u la t io n  k n o w s  l i t t le  a b o u t h ow  
to  p ro te c t  th em se lv e s .

T h e  re c e n t  te r r ib le  t ra g e d y  in  A n c h o ra g e  b ro u g h t n e e d ed  a tte n t io n  to  
th is  is s u e .
S A F E  K I D S ,  v o lu n t e e d  t im e , a lo n g  w ith  th e  A la s k a  In ju r y  P re v e n t io n  
C e n te r , and  F i r s t  A le r t ,  g iv in g  o u t  in fo rm a t io n  o n
d e te c to rs  and C O  p o is o n in g  at th e  H o m e  D e p o t . W e  s p o k e  w ith  o v e r  1 5 0 + +  
in d iv id u a ls  a b o u t th e  is su e s .
S o  l i t t le  w as g e n e ra l ly  k n o w n . N e a r ly  e v e ry o n e  w h o  n e e d ed  d e te c to rs , 
b o u g h t  o n e , tw o , o r  th re e .
S t i l l ,  s o m e  d id n ’t, s a y in g  th ey  w o u ld  e v e n tu a lly  g e t to  it.

M o v in g  to  le g is la t io n  r e a l ly  d o e s  b r in g  the  s am e  d e s e rv e d  a tte n t io n  to  
C O  as w e  n ow  h a v e  w ith  sm o k e  d e te c to rs .
T h a n k  y o u , C a r l ,  f o r  y o u r  w o rk .

P e g g y  H a y a s h i, R N  
S ta te  C o o rd in a t o r  A la s k a  S A F E  K ID S  
P r o v id e n c e  A la s k a  M e d ic a l C e n te r  
m h a y a s h i@ p ro v a k .o rg

mailto:mhayashi@gci.net
mailto:Representative_Carl_Gatto@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:mhayashi@provak.org
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S e n a to r  C o n  B u n d e
C h a irm a n , S e n a te  L a b o r  and  C o m m e rc e  C o m m it te e  
S ta te  C a p ito l,  R o o m  5 0 6  
J u n e a u , A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  S e n a to r  B u n d e ,

T h e  A m e r ic a n  L u n g  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  A la s k a  e n th u s ia s t ic a lly  
s u p p o r ts  H o u s e  B i l l  3 5 1 ,  re q u ir in g  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e te c to rs  in  
A la s k a n  h om e s . A L A A  is  th e  le a d  a g e n cy  in A la s k a  in  th e  fig h t f o r  
lu n g  h e a lth  and  h a s  b een  a c t iv e  in  e d u c a t in g  the p u b lic  ab ou t the 
im p o rta n c e  o f  C O  d e te c to rs , e s p e c ia l ly  d u r in g  th e  w in te r  m on th s .

A L A A  v iew s  th is  le g is la t io n  as an im p o r ta n t  step  f o r  A la s k a n s  to 
p ro te c t th e ir fa m i lie s  f r o m  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  p o is o n in g , the  le a d in g  
c au se  o f  a c c id e n ta l p o is o n in g  in  th e  U n it e d  S ta te s . T r a g ic a l ly , 
n e a r ly  3 0 0  A m e r ic a n s  d ie  e v e ry  y e a r  and  th o u san d s  m o re  seek  
m e d ic a l a tte n t io n  f r o m  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  e x p o s u re  in  th e ir  h om e s .

H o w e v e r , w e  c an  p ro te c t o u rs e lv e s  f r o m  w h a t can  b e c o m e  a 
d e a d ly  p ro b le m . R e q u ir in g  c a rb o n  m o n o x id e  d e te c to rs  in  o u r  
h o m e s  is  a s im p le  step tow a rd  p re v e n t in g  a n y  m o re  tra g ed ie s  l ik e  
w e ’ v e  seen  th is  w in te r  in  A n c h o ra g e  a n d  w e  u rg e  y o u r  su p p o rt .

S in c e re ly ,

Q jlh $ u h ^

C h r is t ie  G a rb e , C E O
A m e ric a n  L u n g  A s s o c ia t io n  o f  A la s k a

(907) 276-LUNG 
l-800-LUNGUSA
S00W. Int’ l Airport Rd.,#A 
Anchorage,Alaska 99518-1105 
www.aklung.org 
Fax: (907) 565-5587

http://www.aklung.org


A l a s k a  H o m e  B u i l d i n g  A s s o c i a t i o n  L e g i s l a t i v e  T a l k i n g  P o i n t s

HB340 by Representative Meyer -  “Relating to damages for a defect in the design, 
construction and remodeling of certain dwellings.”
A S H B A  v o te d  to  s u p p o r t  a s  P r io r i t y  # 1  o n  J a n u a ry  9 ,  2 0 0 4 .  H B 3 4 0  w a s  a p p ro v e d  3 7 - 1  b y  th e  
H o u s e  o f  R e p re s e n ta t iv e s  o n  F e b ru a ry  1 9 th. I t  is  s c h e d u le d  in  th e  S e n a te  T a h o r  &  C o m m e rc e  
C o m m it te e  f o r  T h u rs d a y . M a rc h  4 th. at 1 :3 0  P M . C o m m it te e  m em b e rs  a re :

S e n a to r  C o n  B u n d e  (R -A n c h o r a g e ) ,  C h a irm a n  S e n a to r  R a lp h  S e e k in s  (R -F a i r b a n k s )
S e n a to r  G a r y  S te v e n s  ( R - K o d i a k )  S e n a to r  B e t ty e  D a v is  (D -A n c h o ra g e )
S e n a to r  H o l l i s  F re n c h  (D -A n c h o ra g e )

Please thank these Senators for scheduling a hearing so quickly, and let them know what is 
happening to your business due to general liability insurance rates.

HB289 by Representative McGuire -  “Relating to the bonding and insurance requirements 
for contractors, general contractors, specialty contractors, and subcontractors.”
A S H B A  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c to r s  v o te d  to  o p p o s e  th is  b i l l .  T o  d a te , it  h a s  not been  s c h e d u le u  f o r  a  
h e a r in g  in  th e  H o u s e  L a b o r  &  C o m m e rc e  C o m m it te e . T h is  b i l l  w o u ld  re q u ire  a  1 0 - f o ld  in c re a s e  
in  b o n d in g  re q u ire m e n ts  f o r  c o n tra c to rs  a n d  s u b -c o n t ra c to rs . A S H B A  m e m b e rs  h a v e  e x p re s s e d  
c o n c e rn  a b o u t ra is in g  b o n d in g  re q u irem e n ts  w h i le  g e n e ra l l ia b i l i t y  a n d  w o r k e r ’ s  c o m p  in c re a s e  
ra te s  c o n t in u e  to  s k y ro c k e t .

“Handyman” Issue
I n  A la s k a , “ h a n d y m a n ”  is  a  c o m m o n ly  u s e d  te rm  f o r  1 ,6 7 8  bu s in e sse s  p ro v id in g  c o n s t ru c t io n  
s e rv ic e s  w ith o u t a  c o n t ra c to r ’ s re g is t ra t io n  -  o r  “ C o n s t ru c t io n - re la te d  E X E M P T  f r o m  c o n t ra c to r  
re g is t ra t io n ”  b u s in e s s  lic e n s e . D ra f t  le g is la t io n  is  b e in g  p re p a re d  b y  A S H B A  to  ch an g e  
c o n t ra c to r  re g is t ra t io n / re s id e n t ia l e n d o rs em en t v io la t io n s  t o  c iv i l p e n a lt ie s  s u b je c t t o  p ro s e c u t io n  
a n d  e x e c u t io n  t li ro u g h  a n  a d m in is t ra t iv e  h e a r in g  o f f i c e r .  R e s e a rc h  o n  th e  c o s t  o f  a d d it io n a l 
e n fo rc e m e n t  e f f o r t s ,  and  in c re a s e s  in  re g is t ra t io n  fe e s  f o r  c o n tra c to rs  is  b e in g  d o n e .

HB351 by Representatives Gatto & Gruenberg -  “Relating to devices, including carbon 
monoxide detection devices required in dwellings.”
A S H B A  v o te d  to  s t ro n g ly  s u p p o r t  th is  b i l l  ( a  r e s o lu t io n  is  b e in g  p re p a re d ) . I t  h a s  m o v e d  th ro u g h  
th e  L a b o r  &  C o m m e rc e  a n d  S ta te  A f fa i r s  C om m it te e s , a n d  w as re fe r re d  to  th e  H o u s e  F in a n c e  
C o m m it te e .

HB421 by Representative Anderson -  “Relating to reconveyances of deeds of trust”.
T h is  b i l l  w o u ld  a l lo w  a  t i t le  in su ra n c e  c o m p a n y  to  re c o n v e y  and  re c o rd  a  d e ed  o f  tru s t t l i r o u g h  a  
p ro c e d u re  in  th e  e v e n t  a b e n e f ic ia ry  o f  th e  d e ed  d id  n o t  t im e ly  re c o rd  th e  c o n v e y a n c e . A S H B A  
v o te d  t o  s u p p o r t  H B 4 2 1 ,  w h ic h  is  w a it in g  to  b e  s c h e d u le d  in  H o u s e  L a b o r  &  C o m m e rc e .

Cold Climate Housing Research C iter funding -  approve $500,000 capital budget request 
under Alaska Housing Finance Corporation.
G o v e rn o r  M u r k o w s k i ’ s b u d g e t re q u e s ts  fu n d in g  in  th e  c a p ita l b u dge t f o r  E n e rg y  E f f ic ie n c y  
M o n it o r in g  R e s e a rc h . B y  u s in g  A H F C  C o rp o ra te  F u n d s , C C H R C  is  w o rk in g  w ith  in d u s t ry  
g ro u p s , lo c a l g o v e rn m e n ts , th e  S ta te , a n d  fe d e ra l a g e n c ie s  tow a rd  s o lv in g  s om e  o f  th e  s e r io u s  
te c h n o lo g ic a l c h a lle n g e s  o f  b u i ld in g  h om e s  in  a  n o r th e rn  c lim a te . C C H R C  is  s u b je c t  to  h ig h  
p e r fo rm a n c e  m e a su re s  a n d  re s u lts , and  is  p ro v id in g  p ra c t ic a l b u i ld in g  s o lu t io n s  in  th e  d iv e rs e  
c lim a te s  a c ro s s  th e  e n t ire  s ta te  o f  A la s k a .
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D e a r R ep resen ta tives G a tto  and  G ruenberg ,

A t o u r last B o a rd  M eeting  h e ld  on F eb ru a ry  3 , 2 0 0 4 ,  the B o a rd  o f  the C o ld  C lim a te  H ous ing  
R esea rch  C en te r (C C H R C ) d iscussed y o u r above  re fe ren ced  b i l l . T h e  B o a rd  instructed me to 
exp ress o u r support fo r  the idea that e ve ry  residence in A la s k a  sh ou ld  have at least one  C O  
detector. The recen t deaths o f  the A rts  fa m i ly  in A ncho rage  se rve as a v e ry  sad te s tim ony  tc the 
im portance o f  th is  sa fe ty  issue. C O  has been ca lled  the “ c o ld  v  la th e r k i l le r ”  since it is m ore  l ik e ly  
to  be a p rob lem  in the w in te r w hen o u r houses are c lo sed  up  against the c o ld  and o u r  heating 
system s are w o rk in g  ove rtim e . O b v io u s ly , th is is o f  p a rticu la r conce rn  in A la ska  w here  h a lf  the 
y e a r is w in ter.

W h ile  it is o f  p r im a ry  im portance that ou r hom es are  designed c o rre c t ly  and heating and ven tila tion  
system s are  in s ta lled  and m ain ta ined c o rre c t ly , it is c ru c ia l to  have the back up p ro tec tion  o f  
w a rn ing  dev ices lik e  C O  and sm oke detec to rs to  a le rt us w hen som eth ing  has fa ile d  and ou r 
fam ilie s  are in danger. W e  app laud  y o u r  leadersh ip  in assu ring  that a l l fam ilie s  in A la sk a  are aw are 
o f  the danger o f  C O  p o ison ing  and the im portance o f  C. D detecto rs as the last line o f  de fense 
against th is to o  o ften  v e ry  re a l threat. I have enc lo sed  som e m a te ria ls  that w e have assem b led to  
h e lp  educate bu ild e rs  and hom eow ne rs abou t th is issue. W e  have co -sp on so red  on e  pub lic  m eeting 
and one bu ild e r tra in ing  w o rk sh op  so fa r  th is y e a r as o u r part in add ress ing  the C O  threat. I f  the re  
is  anyth ing that w e  can do  to assist y ou  in w o rk in g  on  this b i l l ,  p lease let m e know .

S in ce re ly  y p — ~

Jack  H ebert, P res iden t and C E O  
C o ld  C lim a te  H ou s ing  R esea rch  C en te r
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