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HB 350 CRIME VICTIMS' COMPENSATION FOR ARSON

"An Act adding personal injury and death from arson in the first degree to the injuries compensable by the 
Violent Crimes Compensation Board; and providing for an effective date."
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F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):________
Title An act relating to adding personal inju

1
CSHB 350(STA)
1/28/04

and property dam ange from arson.

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected:______________________________
RDU Violent Crimes Compensalion. Board
Com ponent Violent Crimes Compensalion. Board

Administration

Sponsor Representatives Gatto, Gruenberg
R equester House State Affairs Committee

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2694

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2008 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

H UCHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE______________________   (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other PFD Criminal Fund

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate of any cu rren t year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark th is box (X) if funding fo r th is  bill is  included in the G overno r's  FY 2005 b u d g et p roposal: 

POSITIONS _______________________
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separata page if necessary)
HB 350 would add arson as a compensable crime and property damage as a compensable loss under AS 
18.67. Only the most serious of arson cases (first degree) would be eligible for consideration by the Violent 
Crimes Compensation Board. These cases would compete with other eligible applicants for available grant 
payments.

Prepared by: S usan  L. Browne,_Administrator______________________________  Phone 465-3040
Division Violent Crimes Compensation Board__________________________  Date/Time 1/16/04 4:03 PM

Approved by: Commissioner Mike Miller____________________________________  Date 1/16/2004_______
Agency Department of Administration_________________________________
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

House o f Representatives

State Cap ito l 
Juneau, A K  99801-1182

R e p resen ta tive  C arl G atto  R epresen ta tive  M ax G ruenberg

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

CSHB 350  (S ta te  A ffa irs )
C om pensation fo r V ic tim s  o f A rson

Late la s t sum m er a  home in Anchorage was severely damaged by a  fire 
deliberately set by an  unknown perpetrator while the family was asleep. 
Fortunately the family survived without injury. However many other arson 
victims have not been so fortunate. Deliberately setting a fire th a t endangers 
someone else is first-degree arson, a  class A felony. Current Alaska law does • 
not include first-degree arson on the list of crimes for which victims may receive 
compensation from the Violent Crimes Compensation Board (VCCB). CSHB 
350 (State Affairs) simply adds arson to the list of crimes for which victims may 
receive compensation.
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D E P A R T M E N T  O F  A D M I N I S T R A T I O N

VIOLENT CRIMES COMPENSATION BOARD

F R A N K  H. M UR K OW SK I, G O V E R N O R

P.O. BOX 110230 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0230 
PHONE: (907) 465-3040
TOLL FR EE : 1-800-764-3040
FAX: (907) 465- 79

J a n u a ry  2 1 , 2 0 0 4

R e p re s e n ta t iv e  B ru c e  W e y h ra u c h , C h a ir , H o u s e  S ta te  A f fa i r s
R e p re s e n ta t iv e  J im  H o lm , V ic e -C h a ir , H o u s e  S ta te  A f fa i r s
R e p re s e n ta t iv e  J o h n  C o g h i l l ,  H o u s e  S ta te  A f fa i r s
R e p re s e n ta t iv e  B o b  L y n n , H o u s e  S ta te  A f fa i r s
R e p re s e n ta t iv e  P a u l S e a to n , H o u s e  S ta te  A f fa i r s
R e p re s e n ta t iv e  E th a n  B e r k o w i t z ,  H o u s e  S ta te  A f fa i r s
R e p re s e n ta t iv e  M a x  G ru e n b e rg , H o u s e  S ta te  A f fa i r s  -  C o - s p o n s o r  H B 3 5 0
R e p re s e n ta t iv e  C a r l G a t to  -  C o -s p o n s o r  H B 3 5 0
A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu re
S ta te  C a p i t o l
Ju n eau , A la s k a

R E :  K B 3 5 0
A d d in g  a rs o n  to  A S  1 8 .6 7

D e a r  H o n o ra b le  C h a ir  W e y h ra u c h , H o n o ra b le  V ic e -C h a i r  H o lm ,  H o n o ra b le  M e m b e rs  o f  
th e  H o u s e  S ta te  A f fa i r s  C o m m it te e , a n d  H o n o ra b le  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  G a tto :

T h e  V io le n t  C r im e s  C o m p e n sa t io n  B o a r d  (B o a r d )  ap p re c ia te s  th e  o p p o r tu n ity  to  le n d  its  
s u p p o rt f o r  H B 3 5 0 .  T h e  t o l l  v io le n t  c r im e  ta ke s  o n  in n o c e n t v ic t im s  in  A la s k a  is  
im m en se . H B 3 5 0  w o u ld  ad d  a rs o n  as a  c om p e n sa b le  c r im e  b y  th e  B o a rd . O n ly  th e  m o s t 
s e r io u s  a r s o n  cases w o u ld  b e  e lig ib le  f o r  c o n s id e ra t io n .

W h i le  th e se  ca se s  w o u ld  c om p e te  w ith  o th e r  e lig ib le  a p p lic a n ts  f o r  aw a rd s  o u t o f  th e  
B o a rd 's  l im i t e d  fu n d s , th e re  is  li t t le  d o u b t a rs o n  v ic t im s  s u f f e r  e x t re m e  lo s s e s . I  u rg e  y o u  
to  su p p o rt th is  b i l l  a nd  a p p la u d  y o u r  e f fo r t s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  A la s k a n  c r im e  v ic t im s .

I  am  a v a i la b le  to  d iscu ss  th is  w ith  y o u  an d  w i l l  d o  m y  b e s t to  b e  a v a i la b le  to  y o u  w h i le  
th is  b i l l  is  in  y o u r  c om m itte e . I  can  b e  re a c h e d  a t w o rk  in  V a ld e z  a t 9 0 7 - 8 3 4 - 6 4 8 0  and  a t 
h om e  in  V a ld e z  a t 9 0 7 - 8 3 5 - 2 3 2 9 .

R e s p e c t fu l ly ,

' / t o /v . X . .

f r -
G e ra c rG o d fr e y  

C h a ir

19-1 Rl W nrintori nn r o r u r l a t i  nanor



1057 W. Fireweed Lane, Suite • Anchorage, A K  99503
(907) 278-0977 1-888-835-1213 • Fax: (907)258-0740 • e-mail: vfj@alaskalife.net

A United Wav Azencv

J a n u a ry  2 0 ,  2 0 0 4

T o  W h o m  I t  M a y  C o n c e rn :

R e g a rd in g : le t t e r  in  s u p p o r t  o f  C S H B  3 5 0  (S ta te  A f fa i r s )

A r s o n  is  a  s e r io u s  c r im e  an d  n o t at a l l u n c o m m o n  in  the  S ta te  o f  A la s k a . V ic t im s  o f  a rs o n  
c an  be le f t  w ith  m a n y  s c a rs , b o th  p h y s ic a l a n d  m en ta l. T h e  t ra u m a  can  be  d e v a s ta t in g  as 
w ith  a n y  s e r io u s  c r im e . T h e  f in a n c ia l d em an d s  c an  be o v e rw h e lm in g . T o o  o f te n  th e se  
v ic t im s  a re  w ith o u t a n y  s u p p o r t  o r  re s o u rc e s . V ic t im s  f o r  J u s t ic e  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  o f f e r  o u r  
s u p p o r t  f o r  C S H B  3 5 0  (S ta te  A f fa i r s ) .  I f  y o u  h a v e  an y  fu r t h e r  q u e s t io n  p le a s e  d o  n o t 
h e s ita te  to  g iv e  m e  a  c a l l  a t 9 0 7 - 2 7 8 - 0 9 8 6 .

D o n n a  G a rn e r , 
E x e c u t iv e  D i r e c t o r  
V ic t im s  f o r  J u s t ic e , In c .

*  R E C E IV E D  V IA  E M A IL
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Trida Estores, In whits, embraces hor grandmother Kattio Nichols 
outside the home In the Russian Jack neighborhood where they 
escaped an early-morning fire Monday. Two other people also 
escaped.

5 0  c e r t s  .  _  .  _  F in a l Ed il

Anchorage Daily News
Tuesday, September 30, 2003 , V -.‘A •'.< a  i. a s  k, a  1 s ' n e w s p a p e r -

ARSONS HIT NORTHEAST ANCHORAGE

Milos Vallejo, 15, a freshman at East High, salvaged smoke-damaged family photographs frt 
the house. He woko the other occupants In the house, end ovoryone escaped serious Injury.

*VO(ci Dy IfU BOTH / iVclWlp 0*9* N>n«l
from his home Monday. Vellejn was awake when someone set fire to

H o m e  d a m a g e d ,  h u t  n o  o n e  h u r t
S evera l fire  sta tion s a lso  respon d  to  s trin g  o f  veh ic le  b lazes

By TATABOLINE BRANT 
AnchorjjaOitljrNew* '

A  bouse and at least fo u r veh ic les 
w ere  se t ab laze In a s trin g  o f arsons 
M onday In  northeast Anchorage.

Th e  A rcs occurred between 6:15 
and  7:15 e.ra . In tho Mounta in View 
and  Ru ssian  Jack  neighborhoods. F ire ­
fig h te rs cam e from  as fa r  away as aoth 
Avenue, Tudor Hoad and Spenard  to 
fig h t the back-to-back b lazes.

A  15-ycar o ld boy cu t h is thumb 
w h ile  try ing  to extinguish a  fire tha t 
h ad  been se t a t his house while his 
fam ily  s lept, bu t o ther than that, there 
w e re  no In ju ries . The boy rou sed  his 
fam ily  and everyone go t ou t safe ly, but 
th e y  lo s t  a  cat named P rec iou s and 
th e ir house was badly damaged.

H attie  N ichols, 71, said h e r  great- 
g randson , M iles Vallejo, is a  hero .

"H ad  it not been fo r  hint, we a ll 
w ould have died la  the fire ,”  she said.

In  all, fil es u l about h a lf a  dozcu lo ­
cutions w ere ca lled  in Monday m o rn ­
ing, ond the re w ere o th e r rep o rts o f 
two attempted arsons and an acciden­
ta l carpet fire , Anchorage Po lica D e ­
partment spokesm an Ron  McCee said.

Police and fire  officials w ere still try ­
ing to piece together tho details M on­
day n igh t They did not yet know how 
many o f the fires were re la ted o r what 
the motive fo r setting the ir might have 
hccn. Tota l damages a re  estimated to 
be $265,000, Anchorage F ire  D epart­
ment spokesm an Tom  Kempton said.

McGee and Kem pton said a  witness 
saw a  woman in the vicinity o f oae fire 
who was said  to be holding a cylindrical 
object that m ight have been a torch. P o ­
lice want to ta lk  to the woman, who bad 
da rk hair, was about 5 feet 5 inches ta ll 
and weighed cbout 120 pounds. Anyone

S e t Back Pane. FIRES

JAY H A M M O N D
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A nchorage Daily News (AK)

June 7, 2001

M an a tta cks  ne ighborhood , sets house ablaze 
Neighbor holds su sp e c t  a t g u n p o in t  un ti l  tro o p ers  arrive

Author: S .J . K om am ltsky 
Anchorage Daily News 
Staff

Edition: Final 
Section: Nation 
Page: A1

Estim ated printed pages: 3 

Article Text:

A m an w earing a  single shoe and  shouting about h is plans to kill cats terrorized a W asilla area 
neighborhood W ednesday, throw ing rocks a t houses, tipping over garbage cans and setting  a  hom e on 
fire.

The spree ended only after a  neighbor pointed a  rifle a t the m an.

Even so, it  took two officers to get Gordon E. Samel, 39, of W asilla into custody, A laska S tate  Troopers 
said. They hit him  w ith  a  Tazer, a  device th a t shoots a  nonlethal Jolt of electricity, and  h ad  to w restle him  
to the ground, said  Sgt. Robert Cox.

Samel, who has been arrested  several times over the  p as t 20 years, was being held W ednesday at 
Mat-Su Pre-Trial Facility in Palm er. He was first taken  to Valley Hospital in part because he told officers 
he had  tak en  drugs, Cox said. He likely will face charges of arson  and  resisting arrest, Cox said.

Fire officials estim ated dam age to  a  two story A-frame on Caribou Loop near the in tersection  of Seldon 
and W asilla-Fishhook roads a t  ab o u t $60,000.

Shirley Durling, who lives a t th e  hom e with her two young sons, said Wednesday evening she w as still in 
shock. The deck and  front of her hom e were scorched black, and  her roof was pocked w ith holes where 
firefighters had punched  through to get to the flames.

"It's been a really good neighborhood," Durling said. "I've never worried about my kids going ou t to play, 
or anything. It’s ju s t  really weird."

The problem s for the neighborhood — a wooded residential a rea  about three miles n o rth  of Wasilla -  
started  abou t 3 p.m. w hen Sam el popped out of th e  trees, residents said.

He w as wearing a  T-shirt, sweats an d  a single sandal, said Clarence Copeland, 55, a n  ex-M arine and 
truck  driver who w as raking h is y ard  a t the time.

"He was m um bling to him self and  he said th a t he was going to kill my cats," Copeland said. "I told him,
'I don't have any cats.' "

He then  started  walking down the  road, b u t not before tipping Copeland's trash  cans over.

He then  went next door to Durling’s home and sta rted  throwing rocks a t it. Copeland told his wife,

http://infoweb.newsbank.com/iw-se...UzNTV'6MToxNDoxMzcuMjI5L)ION14xNA8
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November 17, 1999

ARSON SUSPECTED IN  W ASILLA BLAZE

Author: Karen Aho 
Daily News Reporter 
Staff

Edition: Final 
Section: Metro 
Page: B2

Estim ated printed pages: 2 

Article Text:

A laska State Troopers are investigating an arson th a t gutted a  teacher's house in W asilla early Tuesday.

William S tem s. 49, woke about 3:45 a.m. to a  thud  on the porch, firefighters said. He found th e  lower 
level of h is Willow Road home illum inated by flames through the  front windows.

"I did w hat anybody would do a t th a t time, grabbed a  few essentials and bolted," S tem s said.

He dialed 911 on his portable phone as he ran  out the back door and  around the front of his house to 
move th e  truck, which was about 10 feet from the flames.

Troopers arrived m inu tes later and  pu t out m uch of the fire w ith portable extinguishers, b u t the  flam es 
sp read  through the wall and up into the eaves of the two-story frame house, Central M at-Su Fire 
D epartm ent Battalion Chief Michael Keenan said.

Troopers called the  fire an  arson  b u t would not say w hat was used to s ta r t it, pending a n  investigation.

S tem s, who has  tau g h t governm ent and politics a t Wasilla High School for 15 years, said  he has  no 
reason  to believe he was the target of a  personal attack.

"There h asn 't been any  agitated interaction, adverse relations with kids," he said. "There's nothing like 
that."

Damage was estim ated a t $50,000.

"It could be a  m istaken  location," trooper Sgt. Dennis Ponder said. "Obviously someone intended 
som eone harm."

R eporter Karen Aho can  be reached a t kaho@adn.com.
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