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ALASKA STATE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
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Fax# (907)-488-4721

Session Contact:
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State Capitol 
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REPRESENTATIVE JOHN COGHILL

HB 304 SPONSOR STATEMENT 
The Jack Coghill Bridge to the Interior

In 1961, State House Representative Jack Coghill was working on state funding to build a 
bridge over the Nenana River just south of Nenana at Rex. Part of the difficulty in getting 
funding for this bridge was that no roads were going to or coming from the area at the time. 
However, Jack knew that if a bridge was built, roads would soon connect the Interior to 
Southcentral Alaska.

The idea of a bridge with no connecting roads was so humorous, that some of the 
legislators called it “Jack Coghill’s Bridge to Nowhere.” Despite the criticism, Mr. Coghill 
held that the road would soon become a thoroughfare between Fairbanks and Anchorage. 
Mr. Coghill was successful in getting the funding, and once the appropriations for the 
bridge were made, it was built in record time. Soon after construction was completed, just 
as planned, roads to and from the bridge were built. Because of Mr. Coghill’s efforts, the 
travel time between Anchorage and Fairbanks was cut from twelve hours to six, and the 
citizens of Alaska continue to benefit from the increased access that the bridge has 
provided.

Bridge #216, which currently has no name, crosses the Nenana River at the area called 
“Rex Crossing.” At the frequent suggestion of my son Joshua, and other close friends of 
my father, I would like to name the bridge the “Jack Coghill Bridge to the Interior” to 
commemorate the contributions of one of Alaska’s great citizens. Jack Coghill has served 
the state in various positions throughout the twentieth century:

Territorial legislature member 
Alaska Constitutional Convention member 
State House Representative 
State Senator
Lieutenant Governor under Walter Ilickel

His visionary ideas, years of service to Alaska, and longtime citizenship of the Nenana 
community arc worthy of honor.

R cpre.sentativc,_J,lohn_Co{»liill@ LK G IS.sIatc.iik.u.s
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HB 3 0 4 -JACK COGHILL BRIDGE TO THE INTERIOR

D R A F T

9 : 2 2  a . m .
r.

CHAIR WEYHRAUCH a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h e  n e x t  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  w as
HOUSE BILL NO. 3 0 4 ,  "An A c t  n a m i n g  t h e  J a c k  C o g h i l l  B r i d g e  t o
t h e  I n t e r i o r . "

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN COGHILL, A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  a s  
s p o n s o r  o f  HB 3 0 4 ,  p r e f a c e d  h i s  r e m a r k s  b y  s t a t i n g  h i s  i n t e n t  i s  
t o  h o n o r  h i s  f a t h e r  a n d  h e  m e a n s  n o  s e l f - a g g r a n d i z i n g . T h e  
p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  b i l l ,  h e  e x p l a i n e d ,  i s  s i m p l y  t o  n am e t h e  b r i d g e  
o v e r  t h e  N e n a n a  R i v e r  a t  R ex  t h e  J a c k  C o g h i l l  B r i d g e  t o  t h e
I n t e r i o r .

REPRESENTATIVE COGHILL r e v e a l e d  t h a t  t h e  s t o r y  b e h i n d  t h i s  i s  
t h a t  w hen  t h e  P a r k s  H ig h w a y  w a s  b e i n g  s u r v e y e d  t o  c o n n e c t  
A n c h o r a g e  a n d  F a i r b a n k s ,  J a c k  C o g h i l l  g o t  a n  a p p r o p r i a t i o n
t h r o u g h  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  a c t u a l l y  p r e c e d e d  t h e  m o n e y  f o r  t h e  
h i g h w a y ;  t h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  b r i d g e  w a s  a c t u a l l y  b u i l t  b e f o r e  t h e  
h i g h w a y  g o t  t o  i t .  He s a i d  h i s  f a t h e r  " t o o k  a  l i t t l e  b i t  o f  
r i b b i n g "  a s  t h e  a u t h o r  t o  " t h e  b r i d g e  t o  n o w h e r e . "

REPRESENTATIVE COGHILL n o t e d  t h a t  t h i s  y e a r  h i s  f a t h e r  w i l l  b e  
o n e  o f  t h e  o l d e s t  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o n s t i t u t i o n a l  
C o n v e n t i o n ,  h e  w a s  i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r i a l  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  h e  s e r v e d  
a s  l i e u t e n a n t  g o v e r n o r .  He s a i d  h e  k n o w s  t h a t  n a m i n g  t h i n g s  f o r  
p e o p l e  i s  g e n e r a l l y  d o n e  a f t e r  t h e y  d i e ;  h o w e v e r ,  h e  e x p l a i n e d  
t h a t  h i s  s o n ,  J o s h u a ,  who h e a r d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  f r o m  
s o m e o n e  i n  H e a l y ,  a s k e d  h im  t o  a u t h o r  t h i s  p i e c e  o f  l e g i s l a t i o n .  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o g h i l l  m e n t i o n e d  s p e n d i n g  t i m e  w i t h  h i s  f a t h e r  
a f t e r  h i s  m o t h e r ,  F r a n c e s ,  d i e d  a  c o u p l e  o f  y e a r s  a g o ,  a n d  h e  
s a i d  h e  h a s  com e t o  t h i n k  t h a t  [ n a m i n g  t h e  b r i d g e  a f t e r  h i s  
f a t h e r ]  i s  a n  a p p r o p r i a t e  t h i n g  t o  d o .  He s a i d  h e  t h i n k s  t h i s
w i l l  h o n o r  A l a s k a ,  g e n e r a l l y ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h o s e  who c r o s s  t h a t
b r i d g e  who know h i s  f a t h e r  p e r s o n a l l y ,

9 : 2 4  a . m .

CHAIR WEYHRAUCH s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  b r i d g e  b e  n a m e d  a f t e r  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o g h i l l ' s  f a t h e r  a n d  m o t h e r .

REPRESENTATIVE COGHILL s a i d  h e  w o u l d  n o t  w a n t  t o  d o  t h a t ,  
b e c a u s e  h i s  m o t h e r  a l r e a d y  h a s  a  f o u n d a t i o n  i n  h e r  n am e f o r  
c h i l d r e n  who h a v e  s p e e c h  i m p e d i m e n t s ,  w h i c h  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  t h a t  
w a s  " p a r t  o f  h e r  h e a r t "  a n d  p r o b a b l y  m o re  a p p r o p r i a t e .  S i n c e  
t h e  b r i d g e  i s  a  l e g i s l a t i v e  m a t t e r  d a t i n g  b a c k  t h e  e a r l y  1 9 6 0 s ,
h e  s a i d  h e  t h i n k s  i t  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  nam e  i t  a f t e r  h i s  f a t h e r .

REPRESENTATIVE GRUENBERG m o v e d  t o  r e p o r t  HB 304  o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e  
w i t h  i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  z e r o  f i s c a l  
n o t e .  T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  o b j e c t i o n ,  HB 3 0 4  w a s  m o v e d  o u t  o f  t h e  
H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e .

1 of 2 2/10/2004 4:50 PM



H ouse T R A N SPO R TA T IO N  M inute  [H

House TRANSPORTATION Minute 23 Legislature htlp:/Avww.!cgis.siate.ak.us/basis/get_s...timc=1736&date=20030512&comm=TRA&!iousc=H

May 12,2003

HB 3 0 4 - JACK COGHILL BRIDGE TO THE INTERIOR

CO-CHAIR HOLM a n n o u n c e d  t h a t  t h e  f i r s t  o r d e r  o f  b u s i n e s s  w o u l d  
b e  HOUSE BILL NO. 3 0 4 ,  "An A c t  n a m i n g  t h e  J a c k  C o g h i l l  B r i d g e  t o  
t h e  I n t e r i o r . "

CO-CHAIR HOLM b e g a n  t h e  m e e t i n g  b y  r e f e r r i n g  t o  p i c t u r e s  o f  t h e  
b r i d g e  [ s u p p l i e d  b y  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  & P u b l i c  
F a c i l i t i e s  (DOT&PF)] w h i c h  c r o s s e s  t h e  N e n a n a  R i v e r  a t  t h e  a r e a  
c a l l e d  "R ex  C r o s s i n g . "

N u m b er  01 4 8

REPRESENTATIVE JOHN COGHILL, A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e ,  s p e a k i n g  
a s  t h e  s p o n s o r  o f  HB 3 0 4 ,  c l a r i f i e d  t h a t  t h e  b r i d g e  i s  c u r r e n t l y  
c a l l e d  " B r i d g e  # 2 1 6 . "  He s a i d  t h e r e  i s  a  s t o r y  b e h i n d  n a m i n g  o f  
t h e  b r i d g e ,  a n d  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a  s t o r y  b e h i n d  t h e  b r i d g e  i t s e l f .  
He t o l d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  o f  a  c o n v e r s a t i o n  t h a t  h i s  m i d d l e  s o n ,  
J o s h u a ,  h a d  w i t h  J o s h u a ' s  g r a n d p a  [ J a c k  C o g h i l l ] .  O ne d a y ,  a s  
t h e y  w e r e  d r i v i n g  a c r o s s  t h i s  b r i d g e  o n  t h e i r  w a y  t o  H e a l y ,  
g r a n d p a  t o l d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  how t h i s  b r i d g e  cam e  t o  b e ,  a n d  e v e r  
s i n c e  h e a r i n g  t h a t  s t o r y ,  J o s h u a  " p u t  i t  i n  h i s  h e a d  t h a t  h e  
w a n t e d  t o  d o  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  i t "  -  t h a t  i s ,  t o  n am e  t h e  b r i d g e  
a f t e r  h i s  g r a n d f a t h e r .

N um ber  0177

REPRESENTATIVE COGHILL t h e n  t o l d  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  t h a t  i n  t h e  e a r l y  
1 9 6 0 s ,  d u r i n g  t h e  t i m e  h i s  f a t h e r  [ J a c k  C o g h i l l ]  w a s  i n  t h e  
S e n a t e ,  b e f o r e  t h e r e  w a s  e v e n  a  r o a d  c o m i n g  t o  o r  f r o m  t h e  
b r i d g e ,  i t  r e c e i v e d  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  u n d e r  h i s  g u i d a n c e .  A f t e r  
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  t h e r e  w a s n ' t  a  r o a d  t o  o r  f r o m  t h e  b r i d g e  f o r  
a n o t h e r  15 m o n t h s .  He s a i d  t h a t  h e ' s  h a d  a  d i f f i c u l t  t i m e  
f i n d i n g  p e o p l e  who w e r e  i n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  d u r i n g  t h a t  t i m e  who 
c o u l d  t e l l  h im  m o r e  o f  t h e  s t o r y .  He e x p l a i n e d  t h a t  h e  d o e s n ' t  
h a v e  m o r e  o f  t h e  s t o r y  f r o m  h i s  d a d  b e c a u s e  h e  h a s n ' t  t o l d  h im
a b o u t  HB 3 0 4  a n d  i s  h o p i n g  t h a t  t h e  n a m i n g  o f  t h e  b r i d g e  w o u l d
com e a s  a  s u r p r i s e .

CO-CHAIR HOLM c o m m e n te d  t h a t  a  l o t  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  who s e r v e d  w i t h  
J a c k  C o g h i l l  a r e  n o  l o n g e r  w i t h  u s .  F o r  t h e  r e c o r d ,  h e  n o t e d
t h e  p a s s i n g  o f  f o r m e r  S e n a t o r  B i l l  W augaman t h a t  m o r n i n g ,  a
g r e a t  m an who w o u l d  b e  m i s s e d .

CO-CHAIR MASEK s a i d  t h i s  h o n o r i n g  o f  t h e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e ' s  f a t h e r  
w a s  w e l l  d e s e r v e d .

N u m b er  05 0 1

CO-CHAIR MASEK m o v e d  t o  r e p o r t  HB 304  o u t  o f  c o m m i t t e e  w i t h  
i n d i v i d u a l  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  a n d  t h e  a c c o m p a n y i n g  f i s c a l  n o t e .  
T h e r e  b e i n g  n o  o b j e c t i o n ,  HB 3 0 4  w a s  r e p o r t e d  f r o m  t h e  H o u s e  
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  S t a n d i n g  C o m m i t t e e .
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