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WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

23-LS0855W
Utermohle
4/30/03

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 155( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR SEEKINS

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to predator control programs; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.05.783(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person may not shoot or assist in shooting a free-ranging wolf or [,] 

wolverine [, FOX, OR LYNX] the same day that a person has been airborne. 

However, the Board of Game may authorize a predator control program as p a rt of a 

game m anagem ent p lan th a t involves a irb o rn e  o r sam e day a irborne  shooting 

[INVOLVING SHOOTING FROM THE AIR] if

[(1)] the board  has determ ined based on inform ation provided by 

the departm en t

(1) in regard  to an identified big game prey population under 

AS 16.05.255(g) th a t [COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND GAME ACTING UNDER 

A REQUEST FROM THE BOARD OF GAME MAKES WRITTEN FINDINGS 

BASED ON PREY POPULATION] objectives set by the board for the  population 

have not been achieved and  [UNDER AS 16.05.255(g)] that
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[(A)] predation is an important cause for the failure to achieve the 

objectives set by the board [FACTOR CONTRIBUTING TO A LOW OR 

DECLINING PREY POPULATION THAT IS INCONSISTENT WITH A GAME 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM AUTHORIZED BY THE BOARD OF GAME], and 

that a reduction of predation can reasonably be expected to aid in the achievem ent of 

the objectives [RESULT IN AIDING AN INCREASE IN THE PREY 

POPULATION OR IN ARRESTING THE DECLINE OF THE PREY 

POPULATION]; or

(2) tha t [(B)] a disease or parasite of a predator population

(A) [(i)] is threatening the normal biological condition of the 

predator population; or

(B) [(ii)] if left untreated, would spread to other populations [;

AND

(2) THE COMMISSIONER DETERMINES THAT AIRBORNE OR 

SAME DAY AIRBORNE SHOOTING IS NECESSARY TO ACCOMPLISH A 

GAME MANAGEMENT PROGRAM AUTHORIZED BY THE BOARD OF 

GAME],

* Sec. 2. AS 16.05.783 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(e) When the Board of Game authorizes a predator control program that 

includes airborne or same day airborne shooting, the board shall have the prerogative

to establish predator reduction objectives and limits, methods and means to be
/

employed, who is authorized to participate in the program, and the conditions for 

participation of individuals in the program.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

CSSB 155( ) -2-
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CS FO R  SEN ATE B ILL NO. 155( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR SEEKINS

A B ILL  

FO R  AN A CT EN TITLED

"A n Act re la ting  to hun ting  of p reda to rs; and  providing for an effective date."

BE IT  ENACTED BY T H E  LEG ISLA TU R E O F TH E STATE O F ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.05.783(a) is amended to read:

(a) A person may not shoot or assist in shooting a free-ranging wolf o r  [,] 

wolverine [, FOX, OR LYNX] the same day that a person has been airborne. 

However, the Board of Game may authorize a predator control program as part of a 

game m anagem ent plan th a t involves a irborne  or sam e day a irb o rn e  shooting 

[INVOLVING SHOOTING FROM THE AIR] if

[(1)] the board  has determ ined based on inform ation provided by 

the departm en t

(1) in regard  to an identified big game prey population under 

AS 16.05.255(g) th a t [COMMISSIONER OF FISH AND GAME ACTING UNDER 

A REQUEST FROM THE BOARD OF GAME MAKES WRITTEN FINDINGS 

BASED ON PREY POPULATION] objectives set by the board lo r the population 

have not been achieved and [UNDER AS 16.05.255(g)] that

-1- CSSB 155( )
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[(A)] predation is an important cause for the failure to achieve the 

objectives set by the board [FACTOR CONTRIBUTING TO A LOW OR 

DECLINING PREY POPULATION THAT IS INCONSISTENT W ITH A GAME 

MANAGEMENT PROGRAM AUTHORIZED BY THE BOARD OF GAME], and 

that a reduction of predation can reasonably be expected to aid in the achievem ent of 

the objectives [RESULT IN AIDING AN INCREASE IN THE PREY 

POPULATION OR IN ARRESTING THE DECLINE OF THE PREY 

POPULATION]; or

(2) tha t [(B)] a disease or parasite of a predator population

(A) [(i)] is threatening the normal biological condition of the 

predator population; or

(B) [(ii)] if left untreated, would spread to other populations [;

AND

(2) THE COMMISSIONER DETERMINES THAT AIRBORNE OR 

SAME DAY AIRBORNE SHOOTING IS NECESSARY TO ACCOMPLISH A 

GAME MANAGEMENT PROGRAM AUTHORIZED BY THE BOARD OF 

GAME],

* Sec. 2. AS 16.05.783 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(e) When the Board of Game authorizes a predator control program that 

includes airborne or same day airborne shooting, the board shall establish predator 

reduction objectives and limits, methods and means to be employed, who is authorized 

to participate in the program, and the conditions for participation of individuals in the 

program.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).
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A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e

Session :
S tate Capitol
Juneau , A laska 9 98 01 -1 182  
(9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -2 3 2 7  
(9 0 7 ) 46 5 -5241  Fax

Interim:
119  N. Cushman, Suite 201 

Fairbanks, A laska 99701 
(9 0 7 )4 5 6 -8 1 6 1  

Senator_Ra lph_Seek ins@ leg is .sta te .ak .u s

Senator Ralph Seekins
District D

M EM O R AN D U M

Date: April 22, 2003 

To: Office of Senator Scott Ogan

From: Senator Ralph Seekins 

Re: Request for Hearing o f SB 155

Attached please find Senate Bill 155 along with the corresponding Sponsor Statement and 
supporting documentation.

Senate Bill 155 alters language within Section 16.05.783 o f the Alaska Statutes relating to the 
regulation o f Fish and Game resources. These alterations provide the Fish and Game Board and 
Commissioner with necessary tools in the management o f  game populations throughout the state.

I respectfully request a hearing before your committee on this Bill at your earliest convenience. 
Thank you.

mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us


A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e

Interim:
119 N. Cushman, Suite 201 

Fairbanks, A laska 99701 
(9 0 7 )4 5 6 -8 1 6 1  

Sena tor_Ra lph_Seekins@ leg is .state .ak .u s

SB 155 Sponsor Statement

Senate Bill 155 alters language within Section 16.05.783 o f the Alaska Statutes relating 
to the Regulation o f Fish and Game. These alterations provide the Fish and Game Board 
and Commissioner with necessary tools in the management o f  game populations 
throughout the state.

The first alteration clarifies Legislative intent with respect to airborne predator control 
programs. The second alteration provides for game population objectives to be taken into 
consideration in determining whether or not a predator control program should be 
implemented.

As an example, if  the minimum game population objective is met, but the harvest level is 
not, a management decision— under current law— cannot be made even if it is determined 
that predators are limiting the game population. The second ''.Iteration allows the Board to 
use both prey and  game population objectives when making a determination with respect 
to the use o f  a predator control program.

Senate Bill 155 makes changes that will allow the Fish and Game Board as well as the 
Commissioner to better manage wildlife by balancing predator and game populations 
based on the best science available.

Session :
S tate Capitol
Juneau , A laska 9 98 01 -1 1 8 2  
(9 0 7 ) 46 5 -2327  
(9 0 7 ) 465 -5241 Fax

Senator Ralph Seekins
District D

mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us


LEGAL SERVICES

(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 
FAX (907) 465-2029 
Mail Stop 3101

DIVISION O F L E G A L  A N D  R E S E A R C H  S E R V IC E S  
LEG ISLA T IVE  A FFA IR S  A G E N C Y  

ST A TE  O F  A L A S K A State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M April 23, 2003

SUBJECT: Sectional Summary o f CSSB 155(JUD), an Act relating to hunting 
on the same day airborne and airborne hunting 
(Work Order No. 23-LS0855\S)

TO: Senator Ralph Seekins 
Attn: Brian Hove

FROM : George U term ohle^ // 
Legislative CourtsS’r i

You have requested a sectional summary o f CSSB 155(JUD), an Act relating to hunting 
on the same day airborne and airborne hunting.

As a preliminary matter, note that a sectional summary o f a bill is not an authoritative 
interpretation o f the bill. The bill itself is the best statement o f its contents.

Section 1 o f  the bill amends AS 16.05.783(a). As amended, AS 16.05.783(a) provides 
that except under a predator control program authorized by the Board o f Game, a person 
may not shoot, or assist in shooting, a free-ranging w olf or wolverine on the same day 
that a person has been airborne. The amendment repeals the prohibition against taking 
fox or lynx on the same day that a person has been airborne. The Board o f Game may 
authorize a predator control program that involves airborne or same day airborne 
shooting if  the board determines that objectives for a big game prey population have not 
been achieved, that predation is an important cause for the failure to achieve the 
objectives, and that a reduction of predation can reasonably be expected to aid in the 
achievement of the objectives. The Board o f Game may also authorize a predator control 
program that involves airborne or same day airborne shooting if  the board determines that 
a predator population is threatened by a disease or parasite that threatens the normal 
biological condition o f the predator population or that if  left untreated would spread to 
other populations.

Section 2 o f  the bill adds a new subsection to AS 16.05.783 to provide that the Board of 
Game shall establish predator reduction objectives, methods and means, who is 
authorized to participate, and the conditions for participation o f  individuals, when the 
board authorizes a predator control program that includes airborne or same day airborne 
shooting.

Section 3 o f  the bill provides that the bill takes effect immediately upon becoming law.

GU:mdr
03-084:mdr
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LEGAL SERVICES
DIVISION OF LEGAL AND RESEARCH SERVICES 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
(907) 465-3867 or 465-2450 STATE OF ALASKA State Capitol
FAX (907) 465-2029 Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
Mail Stop 3101 Deliveries to: 129 6th St., Rm. 329

M E M O R A N D U M  March 27,2003

SUBJECT: Same day hunting of wolves

TO: Senator Scott Ogan
ATTN: Linda Hay

FROM: George U term ohle^^/
Legislative Counter

MAR-27-2003 THU_08:40 AM LAA LEGAL SERVICES FAX NO, 907 465 2029 P, 02/02

You have asked whether state employees may engage in hunting o f wolves on the same 
day that they arc airborne.

Under AS 16.05.783(a), there is a general prohibition against shooting or assisting in 
shooting o f free-ranging wolves on the same day that a person was airborne.

However, AS 16.05.783(b) provides that an employee o f the Department o f Fish and 
Game is not subject to the prohibition against hunting on the same day airborne under 
subsection (a), if  they are authorized to shoot or to assist in shooting wolf on the same 
day that they are airborne as part o f a game management program approved by the Board 
of Game or the commissioner offish and game to achieve identified game management 
objectives in a designated geographic area.

If I can provide further assistance, please advise.

GU:lmb
03-106.1mb



AIRBORNE HUNTING ACT: Summary from Federal Wildlife Laws Handbook http://ipl.unm.edu/cwI/fedbook/airhunt.htnil

AIRBORNE HUNTING ACT
16 U.S.C. § 742j-l, November 18, 1971, as amended 1972.

Overview. The Act, a section o f  the Fish and Wildlife Act o f 1956, prohibits harassing, capturing or 
killing birds, fish and other animals from aircraft, with certain limited exceptions.

Selected Definitions. Aircraft: any contrivance used for flight in the air. § 742j-i(c).

Prohibitions and Exceptions. The Act imposes fines, imprisonment for up to one year, or both on a 
person who: while airborne in an aircraft shoots or attempts to shoot to capture or kill any bird, fish or 
other animal; uses an aircraft to harass any bird, fish or other animal; knowingly participates in using an 
aircraft for any o f these purposes. (See the summary o f the Sentencing Reform Act o f 1984 for more 
information on criminal penalties.)

These prohibitions do not apply to state or federal employees, authorized agents, or persons acting under a 
license or permit, who are authorized to administer or protect land, water, wildlife, livestock, domesticated 
animals, human life or crops. Each person authorized under a license or permit must report to the issuing 
authority each calendar quarter the number and type o f  animals taken. Each state that issues permits must 
file with the Secretary o f Interior an annual report listing permit holders, animals authorized to be taken, 
the animals actually taken and the reason for issuing the permits. § 742j-l(a) and (b).

Enforcem ent. The Secretary o f Interior is responsible for enforcing this Act and issuing regulations. 
Authorized Department o f  the Interior employees who witness a violation o f the Act may arrest the violator 
without a warrant, take the person to an officer or court, execute warrants to enforce the Act, and conduct 
searches. Any federal judge or magistrate may issue warrants upon probable cause. The Secretary may 
enter into cooperative agreements with state fish and wildlife agencies or other authorities to facilitate 
enforcement o f  the Act, and may delegate enforcement authority to state law enforcement personnel. § 
742j-l(d).

Forfeiture. All animals taken, and all guns, aircraft and other equipment used in violation of this Act, are 
subject to forfeiture to the federal government. Federal laws relating to the forfeiture o f vessels for 
violation o f custom laws apply to forfeitures under this Act. § 742j-l(e) and (f).

Chapter 4 - Statute Summaries
Federal Wildlife & Related Laws Handbook

4/28/2003 12:36 PM

http://ipl.unm.edu/cwI/fedbook/airhunt.htnil
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Judiciary Committee

o n _______ SB155___________________ 1 dated______________
(bill # / subject)

I am very much in favor of land and shoot hunting/trapping as a means of reducing predation. I have an
extensive background in wildlife conservation and have been an avid
hunter and trapper all my life, having participated in land and shoot trapping for over 20 years.
I am concerned that the inclusion of wolverine, fox, and lynx in your proposals may result in limited 
support from people who would otherwise be very supportive of the idea.
Being primarily scavengers or predators of small animals and birds, these species pose little threat to 
moose or caribou populations.
My biggest concern is that wolverine populations may be over exploited in some areas as an unintended 
consequence of otherwise sound predator reduction efforts. I know
from personal experience that wolverines can be extremely vulnerable :o land and shoot hunting/trapping. 
They travel extensively across open terrain during late winter and
many times are much easier to locate than wolves. Wolverine fur prices arc currently higher than for 
wolves. There's absolutely no doubt that every wolf hunter out there
would stop to pick up a $300-350 wolverine incidental to his wolf hunting activities. It's purely a matter 
of economics. Simply put, wolverines arc potentially more profitable
than wolves to the average hunter/trapper. A 30 pound wolverine takes-up less room in the airplane than a 
100 pound wolf. He's often easier to locate than a wolf, usually
being encountered in open, treeless tenrain where he can easily harvested without expenditure of 
additional fuel. Often wolverines are encountered incidentally, in a
vulnerable situation, while the pilot is tracking wolves across the country. It's a no brainer to conclude that 
such a wolverine will end up in the back of the supercub as it 
continues to look for wolves.
It's also my fear that, given the opportunity, many hunters/trappers would target wolverines rather than 
wolves for purely economic reasons in those areas where wolverine
populations are the most vulnerable if it were legal to do so. Wolverines are not as prolific as wolves and 
can be over exploited much more easily, especially if you have a
whole "air force" of aerial wolf hunters out there paying $3.00 or more for a gallon of aviation fuel.
I think it may be difficult to sell land and shoot fox and lynx hunting to the public in the name of predator 
reduction as well, but at least those populations would not be put
in jeopardy by the practice. I think there's a lot of support for your ideas, especially if we can focus our 
attention on the reduction of predation on moose and caribou.
Thank you for hearing my concerns.

Charles R. Rodgers P.O. Box 293 Aniak, AK. 99557 Currently in So.ldotna at 262-5547



Testimony On SB* 155 
Alaska Outdoor Council 

Senate Judiciary Committee 
March 31, 2003 

By: Carl L. Rosier

Good afternoon Mr. Chairman and members o f the Committee. For the record my name is 
Carl Rosier and I am here today to testify on behalf o f the Alaska Outdoor Council. For 
those who may not know me I was employed with the Alaska Department o f Fish and 
Game for almost 30 years and finished my career as Commissioner under the Hickel 
Administration.The Outdoor Council is a statewide association of 40 plus outdoor 
recreation groups with a membership that exceeds ten thousand Alaskans. The 
organization promotes good conservation of our fish and wildlife resources, sustainability 
o f wildlife habitat, protection o f public access and fair allocation of fish and game 
resources for all Alaskans.

The Council supports the provisions o f  SB-155 and its companion bill HB-208. These bills 
deal with clarification o f airborne or same day airborne as a tool for for predator controi in 
areas identified by the Board o f Game that require control measures for recovery' o f low or 
declining prey populations of game species. You as legislators have the benefit of 
supporting one o f the finest Boards of Game I have personally observed in many years. 
The newly appointed members are solid long term Alaskans that have been managers of 
the resource, carried on businesses dependent on those resources and know and appreciate 
the benefits to all Alaskans from well managed game herds

It is unfortunate that this new Board has been somewhat hamstrung by direction from the 
third floor that control with the use o f helicopters will not be approved. Helicopters are by 
far the most efficient, humane and economic method for conduct of a control program. 
Keep in mind also that we are focusing here on a control program, not a hunting action in 
which "fair chase" I  tcomes a consideration.Be aware also that AOC is not advocating the 
extermination of all predator as we have been accused o f in the past.

The current Board o f Game has identified three game manageinnet units 13, 16-B and 
19-D that require immediate control action. All three areas have experienced tremendous 
drops of over 70% in moose densities during the last ten years. Units 13 and 19-D have 
had previous Board control plans gathering dust on the shelf lor several years. 
Implementation o f these plans was never permitted under the previous administration with 
the resultant continued decline in the moose populations. Action at this time is critical in- 
order to just stop the decline and begin a long re-building process of the moose herds in 
these areas.



We have three minor suggestions that will in our reading of the bill, strengthen it and 
better protect aircraft owners that may choose to participate in a Board approved control 
program.The first is insertion of the words "in identified game management units" 
following the word "shooting" on page 1 line 8 A second suggestion is insertion o f the 
words "harvest management objectives adopted" following the words "based on" page 1 
line 10. A third suggestion is the addition of a new section (a) (3) that reads"Prior to 
taking a wolf, wolverine, fox or lynx either airborne or same day airborne a person must 
obtain a permit issued by the Commissioner", page 2 last line.

Game management over a broad area o f the state is in need o f returning to a policy of 
intensive management. The natural cycle policys endorsed by the last administration have 
created hardships for all Alaskans and permitted many populations to decline into the 
catch term "Predator Pit". A long term commitment to intensive managemem is necessary 
to bring these populations back and to protect herds that are healthy. Passage and 
hopefully the action to follow will start us back ontliat path. It is only a small step but the 
bill is a step in the right direction and will benefit all user groups as well the wildlife 
resources.

Thank you Mr. Chairman for the opportunity to testify on this important issue.



Testimony On SB-155 
Alaska Outdoor Council 

Senate Judiciary' Committee 
March 31, 2003 

By: Carl L. Rosier

Good afternoon Mr. Chairman and members of the Committee. For the record my name is 
Carl Rosier and I am here today to testify on behalf o f the Alaska Outdoor Council. For 
those who may not know me I was employed with the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game for almost 30 years and finished my career as Commissioner under the Hickel 
Administration.The Outdoor Council is a statewide association o f 40 plus outdoor 
recreation groups with a membership that exceeds ten thousand Alaskans. The 
organization promotes good conservation o f our fish and wildlife resources, sustainability 
o f wildlife habitat, protection of public access and fair allocation offish and game 
resources for all Alaskans.

The Council supports the provisions o f  SB-155 and its companion bill HB-208. These bills 
deal with clarification of airborne or same day airborne as a tool for for predator controi in 
areas identified by the Board o f Game that require control measures for recovery of low or 
declining prey populations o f game species. You as legislators have the benefit of 
supporting one o f  the finest Boards of Game I have personally observed in many years. 
The newly appointed members are solid long term Alaskans that have been managers of 
the resource, carried on businesses dependent on those resources and know and appreciate 
the benefits to all Alaskans from well managed game herds

It is unfortunate that this new Board has been somewhat hamstrung by direction from the 
third floor that control with the use o f helicopters will not be approved. Helicopters are by 
far the most efficient, humane and economic method for conduct o f a control program. 
Keep in mind also that we are focusing here on a control program, not a hunting action in 
which "fair chase" becomes a consideration.Be aware also that AGC is not advocating the 
extermination of all predator as we have been accused of in the past,

The current Board of Game has identified three game managemnet units '13, 16-B and 
19-D that require immediate control action, All three area9 have experienced tremendous 
drops of over 70% in moose densities during the last ten years. Units 13 and 19-D have 
had previous Board control plans gathering dust on the shelf for several years. 
Implementation o f these plans was never permitted under the previous administration with 
the resultant continued decline in the moose populations. Action at this time is critical in- 
order to just stop the decline and begin a long re-building process o f the moose herds in 
these areas.



We have three minor suggestions that will in our reading o f the bill, strengthen it and 
better protect aircraft owners that may choose to participate in a Board approved control 
program.The first is insertion o f the words "in identified game management units" 
following the word "shooting" on page 1 line 8 A second suggestion is insertion o f the 
words "harvest management objectives adopted" following the words "based on" page 1 
line 10. A third suggestion is the addition of a new section (a) (3) that reads"Prior to 
taking a wolf, wolverine, fox or lynx either airborne or same day airborne a person must 
obtain a permit issued by the Commissioner", page 2 last line.

Game management over a broad area of the state is in need of returning to a policy of 
intensive management. The natural cycle policys endorsed by the last administration have 
created hardships for all Alaskans and permitted many populations to decline into the 
catch term "Predator Pit". A long term commitment to intensive management is necessary 
to bring these populations back and to protect herds that are healthy. Passage and 
hopefully the action to follow will start us back on that path. It is only a small step but the 
bill is a step in the right direction and will benefit all user groups as well the wildlife 
resources.

Thank you Mr. Chairman for the opportunity to testify on this important issue.
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From: Byron Haley <bwhaley4@gci.net>
D ate : Mon Mar 31, 2003 7:16:31 AM America/Anchorage 
S u b je c t :

Testimony at the LIO Office Monday 3-31-03 By BYRON W. HALEY.

I AM BYRON HALEY A 54 YEAR RESIDENT OF FAIRBANKS, AK.
I STRONGLY SUPPORT H.B. 208 AND ALSO S.B. 155. THESE ARE THE KIND OF 

TOOLS NEEDED TO HELP TO GET A.D.F.&.G. BACK IN THE GAME TO CONTROL THE 
PREDATOR POPULATION AND RESTORING ARE BIG GAME POPULATION. WE ARE IN 
A LOT OF TROUBLE IN UNIT 13 AND SUB. UNIT 19D ALONG WITH OTHER ARERS OF 
THE STATE OF ALASKA DUE TO THE LACK OF PREDATOR CONTROL. WHY DO WE 
HAVE TO WAIT TILL WE ARE IN A PREDATOR/PREY PIT SITUATION BEFORE WE TAKE 
ANY ACTION TO REDUCE THE PREDATOR POPULATION. WHEN YOU HAVE VERY 
LITTLE MOOSE CALF RECRUITMENT ALONG WITH THE LOSS OF SOME ADULT 
MOOSE YOU CAN NOT SCIENTIFICALLY MANAGE BIG GAME POPULATION WITH OUT 
EARLY PREDATOR CONTROL.

THANK YOU 
B

1002 PIONEER ROAD
FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99701-2818

mailto:bwhaley4@gci.net


P.O. Box 2994 
Homer, AK 99603

March 31, 2003

House Resources Committee and Senate Judiciary Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Committee Members:

I am appalled at the Alaska Board of Game's actions concerning predator control 
that recommends wolf and bear control for the McGrath and other areas. Most 
distressing are recommendations to use aerial means to eradicate predators. It 
is very obvious that some members of the BOG do not even have a scientific 
understanding of the value these animals have in a natural system, referring to 
them as "vermin”.

Alaska voters opposed “land and shoot” hunting in a statewide ballot initiative in 
1996 and a referendum in 2000. The BOG recommendations to allow members 
of the public to employ land and shoot wolf hunting within the Nelchina Basin 
northeast of Anchorage and certain other areas goes directly against the will of 
the citizens of Alaska.

Wildlife management is a complex issue, and there are many philosophical 
approaches to the management of ecosystems. A scientific approach is the 
proper approach. Conceding to the Alaska Outdoor Council dominated Board of 
Game whose point of view favors predator control will lead to contentious, 
detrimental recommendations that ignore moderate hunters and those who 
appreciate other values of wildlife. Please listen to the citizens of Alaska who 
have consistently opposed aerial wolf hunting and turn down HB 208 and SB
155.

Sincerely,

Nina Faust



P.O. Box 2994 
Homer, AK 99603 
March 31,2003

Senate Judiciary Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Judiciary Committee Members:

As a wildlife biologist who has worked in different parts o f  Alaska for 34 years, I 
strongly oppose both HB 208 and SB 155.

Besides being costly, predator control over the long term is ineffective because o f density 
dependant natality (higher reproductive success with low predator populations) and the 
influx from surrounding areas o f  wolves and other predators into regions where control 
has occurred. In most cases ungulate populations chiefly respond to winter severity and 
habitat conditions. In many cases local overhunting by increasing numbers o f hunters 
using ATVs are the chief reasons for low prey populations.

The Alaskan voters have twice rejected (1996 and 2000) airborne or same day airborne 
hunting for wolves. It would be unconscionable to again ignore the majority o f  residents 
who oppose this unwarranted practice. Airborne hunting may have been recommended 
by the BOG, but it must be pointed out that most BOG members belong to the Alaska 
Outdoor Council, which has a  very narrow, uncompromising viewpoint promoting 
predator control. By no means does the current BOG reflect a cross-section o f the overall 
public's attitude toward aerial w olf control or predator control in general.

Sincerely,

\ ______

Edgar Bailey



KachemakBay C o n s e r v a t i o n  S o c i e t y

3734 Ben Walters Lane, Suite 202 
Homer, AK 99603
Phone: (907-)235-2062 •Fax: (907)235-4069 • kbcs(cbxvz.net
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March 31, 2003
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The Kachemak Bay Conservation Society’s is a membership organization whose mission is to protect the 
environment of the Kachemak Bay region and encourage sustainable use and stewardship of resources 
through advocacy, education/information, and collaboration. We are very concerned about the precedent 
being set by the State’s proposal for a predator management program, including aerial killing of all 
wolves and removal of “as many black and grizzly bears as possible” on 332,000 acres in the McGrath 
area. Of great concern to KBCS is the announcement by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game 
(ADF&G) that “what we lcam from this experiment will help guide future management in other areas.”

This is not an experiment in any sense of the word. If the state eliminates the predators from a region, the 
result is inevitable—there will be more survival of the prey base, assuming other factors such as weather 
are not severe. KBCS does not support artificially boosting ungulate populations by eliminating 
predators. This methodology was employed throughout the Lower 48 years ago with drastic 
consequences to major ecosystems. Now agencies are spending millions trying to reintroduce some of 
these same predators.

Removing bears is a euphemism for killing bears. Moving bears sufficient distances so they won’t return, 
especially brown bears, will be extremely difficult and prohibitively expensive. Furthermore, many of the 
bears will die in the process, or will be killed when they are placed in other bears’ territories.

Alaska should be exemplifying the best scientific methods for managing wildlife. Shooting wolves from 
helicopters and “moving” bears will give Alaska a serious black eye and may even spur a tourism boycott. 
In the interests of protecting tourism in the Kachemak Bay region, we implore the State not to employ 
such drastic and universally distained methods of killing wolves. The economic consequences will very 
likely be felt around the State.

Finally, we urge the State to employ better population surveys, careful regulation of moose and other 
ungulate harvests, and habitat enhancement to help increase moose populations in local areas. We would 
certainly expect these methodologies in our own area and we request that the State employ valid scientific 
management methods in the McGrath area as well. Please do not pass HB 208 or SB 155.

Sincerely,

Roberta Highland, President

CC: Governor Murkowski, Senator Ted Stevens, Representative Paul Seaton
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I am strongly opposed to shooting wolves from helicopters as a form of predator 
controll. I am opposed to any kind of aerial hunting--a practice which the legislature 
voted to outlaw years ago. I am equally opposed to giving permits to hunters as a way 
to controll "predators". I think going after the wolves with snow machines and hunting 
them from airplanes is disgusting, and unethical. It makes me ashamed to be an 
Alaskan

Whether we use state funds to kill predators, or allow hunters to do so , this barbaric 
practice is designe^avor a small segment of the Alaskan population. This is mainly, 
but not only an issue concerning the budget. Wolves are an Alaska resource 
belonging to ALL the people; their fate is definitely also my concern, not just the 
concern of fish and game to "manage" for a chosen few .. These people who "need" 
moose for food have not been forced to live in the bush, but instead have chosen 
rural living as their lifestyle. I can think of no law that says humans have a God given 
right to include moose in their d ie t. Why should I be asked to condone and subsidize 
someone else’s lifestyle—especially right now when the state is cutting many of its_ 
essential programs? (and raising taxes? For stuff like this?) When someone chooses 
to live away from the mainstream and out in the bush, they should go with the flow 
and adapt to the cycles of nature, not try to force nature to change for their own 
selfish benefit. The wolves have a greater right to the moose than a few game hunters 
or homesteaders who could have other options for food, (such as growing their own!) 
or who can move elsewhere.. The wolves and bears were here first and cannot 
suddenly change their diets or move to another state.

I have lived in Alaska 60 + years and grew up on a homestead subsistence style, 
living off the land and sea.. Our family grew vegetables, and raised a cow for meat 
and milk , we raised chickens and rabbits, and we had enough! We figured wolves 
and coyotes were part of living in the Alaskan wilderness, part of its risks, excitement, 
beauty and challenges. We never killed a moose, bear, or any animal, except to eat, 
and we respected the wild creatures their own right to eat any animal they chose. I 
never thought of them as “my” moose. I grew up respecting the balance of nature for 
its own sake and not just to service humans. Lets face it. we only manage wildlife for 
the benefit of a few people. Before we came along, nature managed itself quite well 
without our "help". Those creatures that are not economically “useful” to us for 
hunting, subsistence, tourism , fishing, or fur are rarely deemed worth protecting, yet 
for many of us, they are equally important to our Alaskan quality of life . It seems to me 
if a person can afford a plane, an ATV, a boa t, a snowmachine, plus all that 
expensive ammo and gear, they dont NEED that "subsistence" moose to SAVE on 
grocery bills, for goodness sake I Only huniigng on foot, by horse, should be allowedl

I urge Gov. Murkowski to find ways to develop other, sustainable food sources for 
needy Alaskans .State money would be better spent subsidizing Alaska’s struggling 
farmers., and to support and develop a home grown food supply. Killing off wolves is 
a primitive and shortterm approach to the longterm food needs of our state.



MAR-31-03 HON 04:46 PH SEWARD LIO FAX NO, 9072245067

S g \ s s

P. 01

ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE
5 7 /W <. T i J i c  

-fb u R  /?c
I'Qyy

Please enter  Into the record my test imony to the K n jo u r c t ^ s  _____
r \  ( co mm i t t e e  name)

j / W a M j  da led ' W l ^ c k J ' ,  a o a Z )comm ittee on
( Ij i 11 / s u I) j  e c l )

G L  u j j u b k s ^  j / ^ I t y v a  j j i t v c k

O Q l j  t A j L  ( x c i n v u M ^ ' L c U a n M  ( ! j r v t l h 6 ^

g sy l -l  T t a "  Y v l ( x L - ^ 1 (2u<b ^ - ^ A j X s r X c t '

-. . ^  « - <n a .a ,n (  t 1 -
Y U - ^

* i S  J 2 jjQ jW Q -< M J l & 4 ^ l U X  ^ C L - l ^ ( 7 - b L ^ M L

£ j > J  ' ( $ lfL  . _ S ^ -  t u  . c S C ^ T  U P H VLo U l  c r v O
v—  i a  <lL “ ^ -.

(^S ry U /U ;A «
C A ^ -< - - P > 5 '  U  Q X U iX  ( ^ M A < . c O W a j X _



My name is Arthur Hussey, 3450 Chetana Drive, Fairbanks. I testify as a constituent, as 
well as as the Director o f the Northern Alaska Environmental Center. Neither I, nor my 
organization, nor most o f the estimated 2,500 Alaskans whose conservation interests I 
represent, favor HB 208/50

Please be assured that we support legislation that implements the Alaska constitution’s 
mandate that natural resources be managed for sustained yield. However, overshadowing 
this is the fact that, in all decisions, government must be o f the people, for the people. 
And the people have on multiple occasions indicated their lack o f support for airborne or 
same day airborne shooting o f predators, and have done so as recently as two and a half 
years ago. To pass this bill now thus goes against public desires. There is currently 
cynicism about the disconnect between legislators and the significant parts o f  the 
electorate and I don’t like it. I doubt you do, either— a yes vote by the legislature would 
exacerbate this discontent. A no vote on this bill would help restore confidence in the 
legislature. I should add that the electorate has left open options for predator management 
and that it would be wise for the Administration and legislature to fully explore these as it 
seeks to implement the Constitution. Moreover, there are a variety o f other options 
available that enhance game populations through basic habitat improvement.

Honorable Members,

I thank you.
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the bill an 
attempt to cir­
cumvent public 
votes opposing 
certain predator- 
control practices.
Seekins .says 

he introduced the 
proposal based SEEKINS 
on suggestions from 
members of the Board of Game, 
representatives of the Department 
of Fish and Game and others. 
Firstly, the bill would allow Fish 
and Game to control predators in 
regions of the state where there is 
not necessarily a shortage of prey 
animals, but where the depart­
ment believes the number of pred­
ators poses a threat. Seekins

argued Thursday that the change 
would allow the department to 
counteract game animal shortages 
before they occur.
“There are many different 

objectives that they have in the 
department," Seekins said. "Let’s 
say that you saw a bear population 
go way above the objective or the' 
wolf population go way above the 
objective, then the commissioner 
should be able to determine that, 
‘Hey, this objective we know from 
scientific evidence and prior histo­
ry, well-founded knowledge, that 
we need to do something now 
before it heads into the predator 
pit situation.’”
The idea of pre-emptive, preda­

tor control does not sit well with

T».mrniTi7.MhT»7/7Tii77
2003 •

some, including former Board of 
Game member Joel Bennett. Ben­
nett said such changes violate anti­
wolf control initiatives backed by 
the Alaskan public; more to the 
point, he called the idea of predator 
control not based oil prey numbers 
"kind of absurd.” .
“ I f you don’t have prey objec­

tives that are not being met, why 
would you conduct wolf or bear 
control?” he. asked. “That's a fun­

damental, reasonable component 
of any program— that there would 
have to be a problem with the prey 
population.'.’
Another part of Seekins’ bill 

would tweak the language of the 
statute allowing airborne wolf con­
trol to clar ify that such programs 
would allow either shooting from 
the air o r . shooting from the 
ground, the same day the shooter 
has been in the air.
" It just makes it very clear, that 

they have the authority to do 
that,” Seekins said.
Seekins said the change is 

meant to clarify language to facili­
tate a proposed wolf control pro- 
■grnm in McGrath, which was 
endorsed last week by the state

Board of Game. But Bennett, as 
well ns Karen Deatborage of 
Defenders of Wildlife, argue that 
the bill would basically pave the 
way for the department to allow 
private individuals, not just Fish 
and Game employees or agents, to 
engage in land-and-shoot hunting 
in predator control areas.
"I have no doubt what this bill 

does, as far- as reauthorizing land- 
and-shoot,” said Bennett.
Land-and-shoot hunting by pri: 

vate individuals, they argue, was 
rejected by a majority of Alaska 
voters in a pair of initiatives, in 
1996 and 2000.
"150,000 Alaskans said 'forget

See BILL, Pago B2

biers
F E D C O  s e a r c h e s  

f o r  n e w  d i r e c t o r
By AMANDA BOHMAN 
Staff Writer
, The Fairbanks Economic 
Development' Corp. is in the

- r  :*

director, who is based at Fair­
banks International Airport.

The mission of the nonprofit
nr rra n 1 >» o 11 n n c 1 ’

mailto:newsroom@newsminer.com
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B IL L : Predator control
APPLAUSE'.■Continued from Page B1

i t / ’’ said Deatherage, referring to 
one of the votes.
. “The public does not want this 
4.'-tp happen," said Bennett. “We’re 
- .'going to drag the state through 
j-"this whole thing again?"

Seekins, on the other hand, says' 
.lie is of the opinion that it is 
•-.already legal to allow Fish and 
. ."Game permittees, rather than just 
"employees, to land-and-shoot for 
'.' .the purposes of predator control. 
..-He says he supports’ the idea, 
’■•which has been decried by some as 
■' a ' violation of fair-chase hunting 
principles.
"The result is going to be the 

~7shme— they’re going to thin out 
-.predator populations,” he said. 
- • ‘‘It ’s not fair-chase killing that’s

going to do it.”
Seekins said the intent of his 

bill is not to grant added powers to 
the department but to clarify the 
powers he believes it already has.
“ I ’m not sure” the. statute is 

clear enough,. he said. “I want 
them to have.the absolute statuto- 
, ry authority as a department.”

But he also said the bill may 
represent a first step in further 
rewriting of the land-and-shoot 
statute.
“That might be part of a pro­

posal with permittees being able to 
do that," he said.
Seekins bill has been referred to 

the Senate Judiciary _and 
Resources committees. •

Reporter Tom Moran can be reached 
at tmoran@newsminer.com or (907) 
463-4893.

[R E C R U IT : Patriotism
Continued from Page B1♦ •»

I ' stances.
1- “The retirees have-a high level 
of patriotism and they're calling, 
willing to do whatever they can,”

l^said Master Sgt. Larry White, 
marketing coordinator for the.

;• Alaska Army National Guard.
2' Fairbanks has a high percent-
2- age of retired military personnel 
living in the city, Hamilton said.

-- “You’ve got a lot of military fami-
"• lies. They tend to have a dispro- 
portionate number of kids that goZ'. follow mom or dad's footsteps.”

iN P R -A :  Public input

Over the past two years, the 
U.S. military has been meeting 
goals at, in some cases, an 
unprecedented rate, Hamilton 
said. Young people seeing scenes 
of U.S. troops in Iraq won’t quash 
that momentum.
“They think, 'There’s young 

men and women like myself who 
are doing something important 
and I really wish I could be one of 
them,” ’ he said.

Contact reporter Kyle Hopkins at 
khopkins@newsminer.com or call 459- 
7593.

Continued from Page B1
Z■ could begin by 2007 and would be 
£the first producing field in the 
~ reserve. The tentative Cono- 
coPhillips plans call for construc- 

;• tion of. the final two sites in 2009 
2 and 2010.
;  Earlier, the BLM held similar
- public meetings in Anchorage, 
; Barrow and the village of Nuiqsut, 
2 which is about 35 miles of all the 
; satellite fields. Roughly 14 people 2 attended the Barrow gathering 2 and about 50 attended the village
meeting.

2 At the Nuiqsut meeting, resi-
- dents expressed interest in the job
- opportunities drill sites could 
bring, but were concerned about

aff<anf nn fVio ir onKaiatanno

area considered for development, 
echoed a statement made at the 
Barrow meeting— that oil develop­
ment in the area has been over­
whelming at times. Fairbanks resi­
dent and union member Charles 
Paskvan noted resource develop­
ment's vital impact on the state 
economy and spoke in favor of the 
ConocoPhillips proposals.
• While BLM is the lead agency 
on the project, the bureau is joined 
by the U.S. Army Corps of Engi­
neers, the Environmental Protec­
tion Agency and the state in the . 
permitting process..
Two of the proposed sites are on 

Native corporation land, one Hs on 
state land and two are on BLM

The Daily News-Miner invites read­
ers .to share their thanks for a good 
deed, a contribution, a helping hand or 
anything else they deem worthy. Send 
your thanks to "Applause,' Fairbanks 
Daily News-Miner, P.O. Box 70710, 
Fairbanks, AK 99707, fax 452-7917, or 
e-mail letters@nSwsminer.com. Let­
ters may not exceed 350 words and 
contributions may be edited.
Sportsmen's banquet
The 12th annual Ruffed 

Grouse Society Sportsmen’s Ban­
quet was held oh Saturday, Feb. 
22, at Fairbanks Princess River­
side Lodge. This fund-raiser was 
again a huge success, with 318 
attendees and over $27,000 net 
profit for forest wildlife habitat 
and conservation programs. 
Again, tickets were sold out a 
week before the banquet. A fine 
dinner was included in an 
evening of raffles, auctions, and 
prizes, including 16 guns, wildlife 
prints, sporting goods, furs, jew­
elry and trips by lodges and air 
services. Success was a result of 
hard work and generosity of all 
involved.
Special thanks to the commit­

tee:
Prize Chairman Jim McCann, 

Gary and Nancy Junk, Ron and 
Linda Salmi, Patti Sandstrom, . 
Kimberly Adler, Bruce and Carol 
Barnett, Bill and Lynn Childress, 
Karl and Stephanie Gohlke,. Pete 
and Brandy Jacobsen, Ken Lari- 
more, Marc and Ann Lee, Mick 
and Cec Manns, Charlie and 
Sheryl Roberts, Lisa Saperstein, 
Cal and Gale Skaugstad and Bob 
and Sally Stuart. Auctioneers 
were Bob and Cindy Gray.
Conservation Habitat sponsors 

($500) were:
Damien Delzer, Rita Heid- 

kamp/Alyeska Pipeline Service 
Co., Ralph Seekins, Wells Fargo 
Bank (Jim Lund), W. Lee Payne, 
DDS, and Brian and Leslie 
Yamamoto.
Habitat sponsor’s ($250) were:
Bruce and 'Carol Barnett, 

Peter Bente, Stacy Brewer, Math­
ew Creager, Bruce Duvlea, Jay 
Felli, Mark and Jo Rrame, 
Thomas Gross, John Hartwick, 
Ross and Jeanette Hayden, Gary 
and Mary Hiller, Dick and Tam- 
mie Hemmen, Peter and Brandy 
Jacobsen, Leonard King, Ken 
Lamers, Thomas Lewis, Jim and
n _i. .n  n_ : j  • t .1.

Staiger, Robert and Sally 
Dan Tempel and Timot 
Donsel.
Those who upgraded f 

sor at the banquet:
Steven Angel, Valerie 

Bob Bunch, Sara Cebuli 
Childress, Randy Chris 
Jim Haselberger, Ollie 
Bill Johnson, Denise B 
Michael Landers, Mike 
Phil Prax, Mike Shafer, Ji 
han, Mike Stoltz, DDS, 
and Kathy Tanner anc 
Williamson.
See you next year, on 

2004. Good hunting and 1( 
bird dogs!
Dick Hemmen
Banquet Chairman
Ruffed Grouse Society

Skating Spectaci
The Fairbanks Figure 

Club would like to thank; 
who helped make our 20( 
‘‘Spring Skating Spectac 
great success. Special th 
our wonderful artistic di 
Lisa Kriley and Michele 
club coaches— Debby 
Kristin Dean and Sara 
our great skaters and th 
ents, grandparents and ol 
atives and friends. Specia 
also to our actors, Jeff 
man, David Zuckerman, 
Lamoureux,. Mugali \ 
Keller and Josie Ton 
Thanks to our ticket o 
University Safeway, Play/ 
Sports, Hoitt’s Musi 
McPeak’s,
We also want to recogn 

viduals and business wlu 
ed funding, time, service • 
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rough trees while browsing near Middle Rock Road and Midden Way in the .Stuckagain Heights neighborhood Friday. A calf also wandered

>sed c u t s  in e d u c a t io n  
ito  H o u se  o p p o s it io n
■: Schools priority, 
the alternative?

ERHAM
W5

- Gov. F ra n k  M urkow s- 
t funding for schoo ls is 
ouble in the state House, 
ake r Pete Kott, R -Ea- 
M onday that he expects 
tror,,T support in  the Re- 
r i keep the $20 m il- 
g ra .its and student bus- 
vem or wants cut.

“ I th ink there is enough im portance 
put on K-12 education that m ost o f the 
m em bers I am ta lk ing  to are go ing to 
be supportive o f keeping it ” in  the bud­
get, Kott said.

The House education budget sub­
comm ittee, a m ix  o f D em ocra ts and 
Repub licans, recom m ends that law ­
m akers reject the proposed cuts, w h ich  
would h it Lea rn ing  Opportun ity  G ran ts 
and pup il transportation  by about $10 
m illion  each.

The cuts w ou ld  be devasta ting  to

See Page B -3 , CUTS

v  Alaska
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on the Alaska 
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.a d n .c om / 
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B ill ‘a  t o o l ’ t o  
m a n a g e  w o lv e s
By JOEL GAY
Anchorage Doily News

Sen. Ra lph  Seekins has in troduced a b ill to 
make it e as ie r for the state to use a irc ra ft while 
conducting w olf-k ill programs.

The move com es am id renew ed proposals 
to reduce p reda to r num bers in the upper Susit- 
na Valley, in  the N e lch ina  B a s in  and around 
M cG rath .

C r it ic s  ca lled  Senate B i ll  155 an attempt to 
override sc ience and popu lar opinion.

"I t ’s te rr ib le ,” sa id  Pau l Jo s lin , conserva­
tion b io log ist w ith  the A laska  W ild life  A llia n c e /

See Page B-2, WOl

i t e r s  t o  u n d e r w r i t e  a  s p e n d i n g  s p r e e

maintaining 
sts are paid 
i means they 
tax bill, 
la l bond is- 
* m ore cost- 
n 3, the $7.27 
cost $4.40 per 
le $ i m illion 
o s t$ l. But 
i i r  emer- 
■h. . nd, w ill 
acause it w ill 
a yea r to op-

5 and Drain­

age Serv ice A rea  bond, P roposition  4, 
w ill cost $25.60 pe r $100,000 a lm ost en­
tire ly  because of its size: $39.95 m il­
lion. Proposition 7, the $4.99 m illion  
parks and recreation bond, w ill cost 
only $3.38.

The same cost d ifferentia l occu rs in 
the school bonds. P roposition  9, $41.79 
m illion  worth of m ain ly  school repa irs, 
w ill cost $9.97 per $100,000. P roposition  
10, $42 m illion  for a new adm in is tra ­
tion building, w ill cost $10.48, the d if­
ference being operations and m ainte­
nance charges. P roposition  11, $125.54 
m illion  to bu ild and renovate schools, 
w ill cost $33.16. T ha t’s because P ro p ­
osition 11 is larger, and it ca rr ie s  and 
operations and m aintenance p rice  tag 
of $2.4 m illion a year.
Okay, that was a blizzard of num ­

bers. What do they all mean?
S im ply that c ity and School D is tr ic t  

offic ia ls are ask ing us to underw rite  a 
spend ing spree. Should we?
That depends in part on what you 

think of the specifics of each bond. Do 
yijiu think Girdwood needs a new li­

brary? P roposition  3 would bu ild  it. 
The bonds would also buy the land and 
pay for the of a new lib ra ry  in  Eag le 
R iver, and rem odel the Loussac.

Bu t voters don’t often m ake up 
the ir m inds like  that. We ra re ly  know 
the spec ifics of these bond packag­
es. Instead, som e of us cast ou r votes 
based on how we feel about the type of 
spending involved. If you a re  for lib ra r­
ies, you ’ll vote for P roposition  3.

T h e re ’s som e sense to this. The 
fact is, the spec ifics aren ’t sure things; 
m oney from bonds doesn’ t have to be 
spent on the prom ised projects. It usu­
a lly  is, but it doesn’ t have to be.

And  the c ity  isn ’t exactly  over­
whelm ing voters w ith inform ation. 
Take Proposition  4. The in form ation 
offered is a lis t  of m ore than 50 proj­
ects w ith  a typ ica l entry  reading, "Bay- 
shore D rive  surface rehab -100"’ to 
M arathon C irc le  —  design.” How  nec­
essary is th is project? U n le ss you 
drive that section o f Bayshore, you ’ll 
never know. How m uch of the $39.95 
m jjlion does it cost? No w ay to tell.

So you ’re left to vote on wheth­
e r you th ink street and dra inage im ­
provem ents are im portant, o r whether 
you th ink  the public w orks staff knows 
what it  is  doing.

O r you can vote based on your gen­
era l sense of w hether enough pub­
lic  m oney is being spent on road and 
dra inage projects. M y  sense is that 
it is. T ry ing to bu ild  and m ainta in  
enough paved streets to handle the 
traffic in  a northern  c ity  that re lies en­
tire ly  on the autom obile and rests sub­
stan tia lly  on wetlands is a los ing prop­
osition. We’ll never have a complete 
set of n ice ly  paved roads. The question 
is, w hat level of c racks and potholes 
are you w illing  to live w ith?

O r you can vote on you r reaction 
to how m uch money the c ity  already 
takes out of your pocket, and how 
m uch m ore it wants th is time. You’ve 
got the numbers. You can do the math.

■ Mike Doogan's opinion column appears each 
Tuesday, Friday and Sunday. Reach him at 257-4350 
(jfmdoogan@adn.com. ]

mailto:jfmdoogan@adn.com
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WOLVES: a i m s  t o  e m p o w e r  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e r s .
Continued from B-l

"T he  voters o f A la ska  passed ba llo t m easures 
tw ice that sa id  they d idn ’t want to use a irc ra ft 
fo r sam e-day a irbo rne  hunting of wolves. W hat 
Ra lph  Seekins has done is tried  to reverse  that."

O ther people p ra ised Seekins, a Fa irbanks R e ­
publican, fo r g iv ing  w ild life  m anagers another 
way to boost moose and caribou stocks. R egard­
less o f how w o lf con tro l occurs and who does it, 
sa id  M cG ra th  res iden t and Board  of Gam e m em ­
be r M ike  F leag le, “w e ’d like  to see it done.”

M any  hun ters and ru ra l A la skan s blame 
wolves fo r reduc ing  moose and caribou popula­
tions in som e areas, w h ich  has lim ited  subsis­
tence and sport harvests. B u t attem pts to estab­
lish  w olf control p rog ram s have m et strong re s is ­
tance. ;

A  successfu l tou rism  boycott in  the ea rly  1990s 
k illed  one. In 1996, voters banned land-and-shoot 
hunting. A fte r the A la ska  Leg is la tu re  tinkered 
with the law  in e a r ly  2000, voters approved anoth­
er ba llo t m easure that fa il that re ite ra ted  the ir 
opposition to sam e-day a irborne  hunting.

See ldns’ b il l w ou ld  not a llow  a irbo rne  sport 
hun ting  but would m ake it eas ie r for the F ish  and 
Gam e D epartm ent to pu rsue  w o lf contro l in ap­
proved areas.

T h e  Leg is la tu re  approve a p reda to r contro l 
p rogram  in the mid-1990s. B u t the hurd les w rit­
ten into the law, and former-Gov. Tony Know les ’ 
re lu ctance  to approve w o lf contro l, kept the reg-. 
u lations out of pub lic  view, sa id  D av id  Jam es, the 
D epartm en t of F ish  and G am e ’s reg iona l game 
supe rv iso r in Fa irbanks.

"It’s not like  som ebody ’s try ing  to cook up 
som eth ing that’s not a lready on the books," 
Jam es said. The  departm ent has had authority 
to conduct a irb o rne  and land-and-shoot hunting, 
but on ly if  ce rta in  c r ite r ia  w ere met.

“ If it a ll f its  that template, bingo, the comm is-

Game Board m em ber F leagle  
and  the A laska Outdoor 
Council w ould prefer the 

hunting be left to the pub lic .

s ioner can approve it.”
Seeldns sa id  his m easure would make it easi­

er for game m anagers to put “in tensive manager 
m ent" into practice  by c la rify ing what he sa id  are 
gray areas in  the law. Fo r example, the new lan ­
guage spec ifica lly  pe rm its "a irborne or same-day 
a irborne shooting.” The existing b ill authorizes 
“shooting from  the air.”

M ore  important, Seekins said, SB  155 allows 
managers to make a pre-em ptive str ike  aga inst 
predators.

Under the existing law, the Board  of Gam e 
can seek predator contro l only when the prey 
population —  genera lly  moose or caribou —  has 
dropped below prev iously  specified levels. ITis 
b ill would a llow  p redator contro l regard less of 
the prey population.

“ It gives you a chance to m anage w ithout fo­
cusing on ju s t one objective," su ch  as the num ­
ber of moose around M cG ra th  or caribou around 
Nelch ina, he said.

If the board approves a predato r contro l p lan 
for an area —  it a lready has fo r a ll o r parts of 
hunting units 13, 16 and 19 —  and can convince 
the com m iss ioner of F ish  and Gam e that wolf 
num bers should be trim m ed, the com m iss ione r 
could authorize a irborne shooting.

“ It's not a ph ilosoph ica l gam e," Seekins said.

“ It’s the constitutional responsib ility  to manage 
for susta ined yield. A ll w e're say ing is g ive m an­
agers ’ a tool to let them manage. Don’t tie the ir 
hands."

Who would do the shooting is s t ill a ques­
tion. Though the existing leg islation requ ires the 
shooting be done by a state employee, “ it m ight 
be sm art to make it employee, agent or pe rm it­
tee," Seeldns said.

The intent is to k ill the predators "efficiently, 
effective ly and professionally,” he said. "M y  in ­
tent is not to turn loose a bunch of w ild-eyed guys 
in  a Super Cub.”

' Gam e Board  m em ber F leag le  and the A laska  
Outdoor Council would prefer the hunting be left 
to the public, F leag le  said.

"I f private c itizens are given authority un­
der the state, that’s ju s t fine ," lie  said. "In rea li­
ty, there ’s probably a lot of people who would pay 
to partic ipate.”

Opponents of w o lf control say there m ust be 
be tter ways to put more moose into A laskans ’ 
freezers than by shooting wolves from  the air, 
Jo s lin  said.

“W hat's rea lly  needed are better so lutions 
than going after h igh-controversy stuff —  like 
w ork ing to improve habitat."

H e  said he doubts state b io log ists have accu­
rate  population estim ates in most areas, which 
makes any decision to k ill wolves premature.

And a recent poll by D ittm an Research  Corp. 
of A laska  suggests that state residents s t ill don’t 
approve of a irborne or land-and-shoot hunting, 
Jo s lin  said.

“The Leg is la tu re  ought to be aware their con­
stituents w ill be’v e iy  opposed to what they’re do­
ing," he said.

S T A T E  IN  B R IE !
s e Ldovia

■ Dally News reporter Joel Gay can be readied at jgaySadn.com or 
at 257-4310.

K it p lane c ra sh e s ; p ilot hu
Denn is Po llard, 44, was se riously  

1 p.m. Sunday when the home-bui. 
was fly ing  crashed  on takeoff in  
Federa l Aviation A dm in is tra tion  sai

The engine sudden ly  lost powt 
craft, about the s ize  o f a Super Cv 
150 feet in the air, acco rd ing  to 
TVansportation Safety Board. The 
land back on the runw ay in fron t o 
investigator C lin t Johnson  said. T in  
runw ay hard and the p ilo t suffered 
Johnson said.

He said M onday he spoke to Po l 
been adm itted to P rov idence  Air 
Center.

— Ancliora

J U N E A U

Sh ip  p a sse n g e r s m igh t pa]
A  b ill ca lling  for a $100 head tax ( 

passengers was in troduced  Monda 
House. F re shm an  Rep. C a r l Gatt 
sa id  he is sponsoring  the b ill beca 
to ra ise  funds so the state doesn’ 
spending on education.

The D epartm ent of Revenue esti 
could ra ise  more than $70 m illio n  a] 
a projected 720,000 c ru ise  sh ip  v is iti

Gatto said the state constitu tion 
ka to be re im bursed  for use of its i 
sa id it ’s reasonab le that tou rists pa 
joym ent of the sta te ’s resources s in  
hunters and loggers pay to use stz 
and timber.

House B ill 207 was ass igned to 
ic  Development, H a d e  and Tourisn  
tion and F inance  com m ittees.

— The As

MYSTROM: T h e  f o r m e r  m a y o r  w a n t s  t o  t h e  g o o d  o l d  d a y s
Con tinned from B-l

The Wuerch administration has 
been too cozy with unions and too care­
less'With taxpayers’ money, Mystrom

m em bers in  that d istr ic t." tim e in  c la sh ing  w ith  tw
th inks he usua lly  e s l and m ost pow erfu l 

members. resenting Anchorage’s {
always go to the and fire fighters.

ac ti/p c h o itM  “ In  f l ip  o n l i r p  l im p



W ou n d ed  c iv ilia n s  
o v er lo a d  h o s p ita ls
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See Back rage, IRAQ

H CASUALTIES: Weary, 
ill-equipped staffs tend 
to countless victims.
By ANTHONY SHADID
The Washington Post ' . /
BAGHDAD —  Its sirens, 

wailing, the creartvcolored-amj, 
bulance barreled into the com­
pound of Baghdad's K indi Hos­
pital. Doctors in blue scrubs —  
some of them working night and 
day —  rushed forward, swing­
ing open its doors.
Gingerly, they put Sabria

Hussein on a stretcher, its leath­
er still soaked in blood. They 
moved toward another stretch­
er, driving away hordes of flies, 
and rolled Abdel-Karim Youssef. 
into an emergency room suf­
fused with Uie stenclfpf blood, 
dirt and d i s i 1 1 f c c t a n i ; : ’ - ;Both were swathed in cream 
to conceal their bur.ris, over both 
of Hussein’s arirns. and’ aiong 
the face ana hands of. Youssef. 
The staff said nothing. The on­
ly sounds tame from the'slight

V 4 ' W• ' See Back Page, CIVILIANS

, I0HN MOOUC / The Assured Pies>
U!S. Army Staff Sgt! Chad Touched, center, relaxes with comrades 
from A Company, 3rd! Battalion, 7th Infantry Regiment, following V 
a search in one of Saddam Hussein's palace's, damaged after a 
bombing Monday In Baghdad. : ?•"*

Army tanks rumbled through downtown'Bagh 
■•dad, seizing one of Saddam Hussein's palaces,

Governor takes heat from hunters expecting aerial wolf control
■ MCGRATH: Backers . 
of state sharpshooters 
in copters feel betrayed.
By JOEL GAY
Anchorage Dally News

Gov. Frank Murkowski is un­
der fire from hunters who feel 
betrayed by his reluctance to 
authorize aerial wolf control 
near McGrath.

•’ “ I t ’s 180 degrees from jvhal That's- tantamount" to doing 
he was saying during the. cam- nothing, Gray said. He and olli- 
paign,”  said Chuck Gray, a long- ers fear Murkowski. lias caved
time pilot and guide and former 
■ publisher of the Fairbanks Daily 
News-Miner. . • ',-,

Last week Murkowski said 
he would not allow state employ­
ees to shoot wolves from heli­
copters, instead leaving the w;o!f 
control to hunters and trappers 
on the ground around,McGralh.

in to political pressure or fears 
of a tourism boycott like the one 
launched after Alaska’s last wolf- 
kill program in the early 1990s.
" I th ink lie 's adopted a poli­

cy predicated on and subservi­
ent to threats from animal wel­
fare and environmental in te r­
ests," said Greg Roczicka, a for­

mer Board of Game member 
from Bethel! * \  \ ,
Advocates of killing wolves to 

boost moose and caribou popu­
lations.had hoped for a quick- 
stnrt,to \yolf control this spring, 
taking advantage o f snow cover 
to track the animals. I f nothing 
gels off the ground now, it 'l l be 
at least next,w in ter before any 
wolf control,'can realistically oc­
cur, they s a w .''

Murkowski denies that his 
position on wolf control has 
changed. He still supports "ac­
tive wild life management,” , he 
said Friday in Anchorage. But 
there are other- methods of 
achieving the same ends short 
of using helicopters and state 
sharpshooters, he said.

"We've, maintained predator 
control iii other areas of Alas- 
'k a  w ithout gunning ’em. down

by helicopter," lie said! " I ’m not 
convinced it can’t be done with 
Uie involvement of local people.”
Though Murkowski didn't 

elaborate on- his reasons for 
leaving state employees out of 
the McGrath wolf kill, he did 
note that wolf control "has a vol­
a tility that goes nationwide. We 
have to recognize that.''- . . . .

, , See Back Page, WOLVES

GAME SHOW HIJINKS
‘Millionaire’ contestant found guilty of cheating way to top prize

C dughsfrom  fr ie n d  in audience gave clues, aroused suspicion  .
By JILL LAWLESS. , ; ' ' ‘ i contest" i • '
The Associated Press * .- Judge'Geoffrey Rivlin upbraided the defendants fo ra

LONDON —  A il army major, his wife and a college "shabby schoolboy trick ." But he spared them ja il terms, 
teacher were convicted Monday of using “coded coughs" giving them suspended sentences of a year to 18 months 
to win the top prize on Brita in ’s “Who Wants to be a Mil- because they had been "shamed in the most public way 
lionaire?" > and your reputations ruined." They were also ordered to
Charles Ingram maintained that luck, m ilita ry train- pay thousands of dollars in fines and court costs, 

big and strategy had helped him answer the $1.55 million " I am riot at all sure that it was sheer greed that mo- 
. question —  "A number 1 followed hv inn 7Pi-nc is known" .................................................

.■GAS LINE 
GROUSING:
Backeis o f: 
the All-Alaska' 
Gasline inltiar 
live are upset 
with Gov. Frank 
Murkowski's 
decision to put 
$150,000 into 
the plan. Scott

nrl II.: . .17— ----» «. -
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try puraue grounus, iui  ̂
owcasc Saddam’s power 
oops and weapons, 
id, roving bands of gner- 
led fatigues roamed from 
ckpoint, providing glimps- 
ly and lawlessness that 
esidents fear may await 
inhabitants are now wit- 
for the first time in de- 
:ts of their tarnished cap­
ers once nicknamed “ the

hers suffered this way,"

utuns anu neucupiers waineu utiuppuaeu in­
to Basra’s center and were greeted warmly 
by hundreds of residents, some of whom 
gave soldiers flowers in appreciation.
U.S. and British forces investigated two 

tantalizing but unconfirmed reports: the as­
sassination of a top Iraqi general and the 
discovery of chemical warfare agents in a 
military compound on the Euphrates River.
British officials announced that Gen. Ali 

Hassan Majeed, a cousin of Saddam who 
is known as “Chemical Ali” for ordering 
a 1980 poison gas attack that killed thou­
sands of Kui ds in northern Iraq, was killed

UClllCU l l  l ld U  UUVC1L p idU C  --- CVCII do JUU1-
nalists asking him questions watched fight­
ing rage just across the Tigris.
"There is not any American presence or 

troops in the heart of the capital at all," he 
said. As he spoke, shelling, tank rounds and 
machine-gun fire reverberated relentlessly 
across the rive r—  within sight of the hotel,

■ Patrick Tyler of The New York Times contributed to this 
story.

m e  u i j u i c u  m u v c u  u u u u g u
stations in brisk succession. Af­
ter Hussein and Youssef were 
placed in beds, doctors rolled 
in Sayyid Hamid, a 24-year-old 
from Fahana, another village on 
Baghdad’s outskirts.
"There was a missile that 

landed in front of my house," 
he said. His face was blank, the 
shock of his wound still settling 
in. Just before, doctors had am­
putated his left foot, below the 
ankle.

Through the door stood Qabil 
Khazzal Jumaa, a 30-year-old 
nurse on a smoke break. Over 
the past few days, he said, hos­
pital staff members were stack­
ing bodies on top of one anoth­
er in the morgue. Outside the 
morgue, she bodies in black bags 
lay in the street. They were tied 
with plastic on each end and at 
the legs, waist and chest. Some 
were still open to the air, and 
flies had descended.

M a n  o b s e s s e d  WOLVES: H u n t  b a c k e r s  h o w l  a t  c o p t e r  d e c i s i o n

ro n iA - l Diana Ingram wrote an un-
ns of the show published book, "Win A Mii- 
i to dozens of lion,” in which she said her bus­
ing the Unit- band had spent $3,100 on calls 

' to the show’s contestant hot 
:erintheRoy- line. After winning a chance 
had served as on the show, he practiced daily 
q Bosnia,-.toldi . pn ,a ,mock-up "Fastest Finger 
C |^s>.TE|x^iiit^-^i^st,v^ypad'Ius brother-in-law 
rtber 200lt‘tap- j jiad-piade from an old calcula- 
lying Qn’a'par-.V.iprcasing. 3Jid;counte^>^;;TPrbseci!tors said the In- 16 tpp prize. ‘grams were tens, of thousands 
.became;suSi ’'o f dollars in debt and had con- 
’s.odd beliav-;'sidered using a system of vi- 
■cq.rping from;'bratiiigpagers to win. 
’Jfe'l'lwiniierlsV -In the end, they colluded 
2(1/ while' they with Whittock, a business lec- 
i'j’he.-'episode turer, who was in the audience 
i.skv;,..' j;,during' the taping. He blamed
Ipgrani was' hay fever for his coughing. 
>rdinaiy 'con- “ It goes without saying that
t changing his in any large group of people ... 
ssible answer you will probably hear a lot of 
thaving in the coughs, splutters, throat clear- 
hard-to-follow irig, or whatever,” prosecution 

J,l) lawyer Nicholas' Hilliard told 
t the thr'e.e- the jury.
^ram had, be-;'; But analysis of the episode
witb'i winning revealed a pattern of "coughs 
•oth Ingrams ; made on' mike" from Whittock’s 
appeared on ,-'; area; of the audience, 
i IngramHvon r"'! ~ •' *•'
irles Ingram 
. a qualifying

Continued from  4 -1  '
Some see that as an acknowledgment 

that state involvement in wolf killing would 
be controversial.
“The fact is, there are consequences,’’ 

said Joel Bennett, a former game board 
member and Juneau representative of the 
national group Defenders of Wildlife. "People 
get upset, and there’s a cost to pay for taking 
airplanes out and shooting an animal that’s 
arguably a symbol of Alaska wilderness."
That sensitivity was not apparent when 

candidate Murkowski, in campaign litera­
ture, promised he would “reverse the trend 
of declining wildlife populations by actively 
managing wildlife for abundance" —  short­
hand for wolf control. He charged the Tony 
Knowles administration with dragging its 
feet on wolf control programs approved by 
the Board of Game and received strong 
support from hunting advocates.
Knowles stopped all lethal wolf control 

efforts shortly after taking office in 1994. 
During the Wally Hickel administration a 
few years earlier, a nationwide tourism boy­
cott had prompted then-Fish and Game 
commissioner Carl Rosier to halt proposed 
aerial wolf control.
A ground-based wolf-reduction pro­

gram in the Interior ended when traps and 
snares failed to kill the animals quickly. 
Photographs of snared moose and wolves 
with chewed-off paws caused Rosier to 
shelve that program too.
Voters also weighed in on the issue of 

wolf control in 1996 when they banned pri­

vate citizens from a practice known as land- 
and-shoot hunting. Ostensibly, hunters 
would track wolves from the air, land near­
by and shoot them. Critics claimed hunt­
ers were abusing the law by either chasing 
the wolves to exhaustion before landing or 
shooting them from the air.
The Alaska Legislature overrode that 

action in 1999 by passing a law legalizing 
land-and-shoot hunting. That spurred yet 
another ballot measure in 2000 that reiter­
ated voters' opposition.
In the meantime, the Department of 

Fish and Game still had several wolf con­
trol programs on the books. Chief among 
them is a plan to rebuild moose stocks in 
hunting area 19D-East, near McGrath, and 
many hunters expected the shooting to be­
gin after Murkowski was elected.
But when the Board of Game last month 

asked Murkowski to send state employees 
to shoot wolves from helicopters, the gover­
nor balked.
Murkowski said Friday that lie left the 

wolf control to rural residents, in part for 
economic development reasons.
"They’ve chosen to live out there. I want 

to support them in their effort to generate 
a livelihood fi'om the land," he said. "This 
should not necessarily be the obligation of 
the state of Alaska to do that for them.” •
But. critics say ground-based predator 

cpntrol done by private hunters and trap­
pers won't work.
"It founds like the same criteria Knowles 

use^,” |saia Gray, a bounty hunter in tjie

1950s, “There can’t be any effective preda­
tor control if you’re going to have people do 
it with traps, snares and guns. We’ve been 
doing that for years.”
Murkowski’s decision also undercuts an 

experiment designed to test the basic the­
ory of predator control. The McGrath pro­
gram calls for eliminating all the predators 
in a 520-square-mile area, including relo­
cating brown and black bears during the 
spring and closing the hunting season. Bi­
ologists hope the combined effort will allow 
moose stocks to rebound.
Now the wolves are unlikely to be elim­

inated, game board member Ted Spraker 
told a legislative committee last week.
“ I f you miss half the predators and do 

half the job, you can’t expect more than half 
the results.”
Ironically, Murkowski’s decision to keep 

the state out of wolf control in McGrath 
puts him on the same side of the issue as 
Defenders of Wildlife, Bennett said.
“ It was the right decision,” especially if 

it was based on protecting Alaska from law­
suits and tourism boycotts, he said.
However, he added, it ’s hard to figure 

what Murkowski is thinking.
“A lot of people talk a good line in cam­

paign rhetoric, then it bogs down" in 
political reality. “That's probably why 
we haven’t seen much of this kind of (wolf 
control) activity."

■ Dally News reporter Joel Gay can be reached at 
Jgay@adn.com or at 257-4310..

mailto:Jgay@adn.com
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SB 155 Testimony - Oppose Aerial Predator Control 4/30/2003

My name is Dorothy Keeler. Evidently, the potential for predator control to create a tourism boycott is 
being taken seriously. What this new version o f Senate Bill 155 tries is a vain attempt to hide who 
would be responsible for one.

If  this bill passes, Governor Murkowski will have created a state-sanctioned predator control program 
where he can’t be directly blamed. I f  this bill passes, the Legislature has removed the Department o f 
Fish & Game’s final decision-making capacity, and the six Alaska Outdoor Council members now sitting 
on the Board o f Game, who were not elected by the people and answer to no one, may have the power 
to bring the state o f Alaska to its financial knees with a tourism boycott... .a tourism boycott that they 
have a vested interest in prolonging. Initiating predator control to meet the harvest objectives set by the 
Board o f Game is initiating a never ending predator control program. The objectives set were based on 
historic high harvest levels established after years of poisoning and aerial hunting o f predators.

Ifthis bill passes, you have asked the bullies o f the playground to bankrupt the parents o f all the other 
kids that want to use it. That is assuming the bullies really have the legal authority to do so.

Nothing would please the extremists in Alaska more! Their goal is to use the Governor, and now the 
Legislature, to drive out all those pesky non-consumptive users who dare try to share in the use o f 
Alaska’s wildlife resources.

Pass this bill, and a tourism boycott, more initiatives, and referendums are certain. Pass this bill, and be 
prepared to set aside a lot o f  money for the lawsuits that are just as certain.

Pass this bill, and you deserve the shame of knowing you trashed Alaska’s tourism industry to benefit a 
handful o f extremist himters whose dream is to monopolize the use o f Alaska’s wildlife, and return to the 
good old days o f massive statewide predator control.

Most sincerely,

mailto:info@akwildlifc.com
http://www.akwildlifc.com


Support Senate Bill 155

Subject: S upport Senate Bill 155
D ate: Wed, 30 Apr 2003 20:04:55 -0800 

F rom : "The Gentemanns" <gilligan@mtaonline.net>
To: <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>

Senator Ogan,

One man's opinion; I support Senate Bill 155. Please help make it happen.

Thank you,
Jim Gentemann 
Eagle River, AK

mailto:gilligan@mtaonline.net
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


SB 155

Subject: SB155
Date: Tue, 29 Apr 2003 10:51:30 -0800 

From : Terry Sacora <sacora@gci.net>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Mr Ogan, I would like to go on record as stating I am in favor of Senate 
Bill 155 to allow us more control of predators in Alaska.

Thank you for your consideration on this bill.
Terry Sacora 
164 Sacia Ave.
Fairbanks, Alaska 99712

4/29/2003 5

mailto:sacora@gci.net
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


Senate Bill 155

Subject: Senate Bill 155
Date: Tue, 29 Apr 2003 08:05:06 -0800 

From : mestcs@gci.net
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Hello Mr. Ogan, I just want to express my strong support of Senate Bill 155. 

Thanks,
Mark Estes

1 of I 4/29/2003 5:21 PM

mailto:mestcs@gci.net
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


Subject: SB 155
Date: Tue, 29 Apr 2003 10:08:14 -0800 

From : "Hamsley, Larry E." <lhamsley@acsalaska.com>
To: "'Senator.ScotL.Ogar^legis.state.ak.us'" <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>

I strongly support SB 155. I believe it is in the best interest for wildlife 
management.

This transmittal may contain confidential information intended solely for 
the addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that you have received this transmittal in error; any review, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this transmittal is stiictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify 
us immediately by reply or by telephone (collect at 907-564-1000) and ask to 
speak with the message sender. In addition, please immediately delete this 
message and all attachmenus. Thank you.

mailto:lhamsley@acsalaska.com
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


SBI55

Subject: SB155
Date: Tue, 29 Apr 2003 10:16:53 -0800 (AKDT) 

From : sandwsnyder@webtv.net (Sam Snyder) 
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Senator ,support SB 155 ,Thank You .
Snyder

Have A Good Day Sam &Wilma

1 of 1

Sam

4/29/2003 5:20 PM
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Support of SB 155

Subject: S upport of SB 155
Date: Tue, 29 Apr 2003 20:44:46 -0800 

From : "Spotmom" <spotrnom@mtaonline.net>
To: <Senator_Scott_Ogan @legis.state.ak.us>

Senator Ogan,

This is a copy of my last letter in support of this issue. I feel I cannot put it any better so I am sending it on to you. 
Thanks for your help and support in issues like these!

SB 155

We are in full support of both same day airborne and from the air predator control. We need predator control in 
many game management units to get the balance back and increase the moose populations for those of us who 
would like to return to our normal areas for taking moose to fill the freezer. Our last caribou hunt into unit 13 we 
spent 6 days in the field and saw only 2 moose and a handful of caribou. We used to wake up to dozens of moose 
around the tent.

People who complain about this not being ''fair chase" are misguided and uninformed. OF COURSE this is not''fair 
chase"! The object is to reduce the number of wolves, not play with them. The fastest and easiest way is the best 
way and would ultimately save the state money by getting the program done and over with as quickly as possible.

Human beings are part of the sch eme of nature, also. We are as much a predator as the wolf and bear. Some 
people have gotten too far from these roots. To those of us who are still living off game meat, keeping game 
populations healthy (so there is enough for us and the wolves and bears) is very important. There is no reason to 
have the boom and bust cycles in game populations. Keeping predators in check, in the most efficient manner, will 
keep things good for all of us.

Sincerely,

Rodney J. Herrin and 

Cathy L. Herrin 

P.O. Box 2451 

Palmer, AK, 99645

1 of 2 4/30/2003 8:36 AM

mailto:spotrnom@mtaonline.net


SB155

Subject: SB155
D ate: Tue, 29 Apr 2003 20:52:59 -0700 (PDT)

From : Emma Lee and Joe Grennan <elgrennan@yahoo.com> 
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

We stronly support SB155 !

Alaskans Emma Lee & Joe Grennan 
of Fairbanks

Do you Yahoo!?
The New Yahoo! Search - Faster. Easier. Bingo. 
htt..: / /search.yahoo.com

ofl 4/30/2003 8:36 A M

mailto:elgrennan@yahoo.com
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S.B. 155

Subject: S.B. 155
Date: Wed, 30 Apr 2003 08:54:49 -0800 

From : Edgar J Rape <erape@gci.net>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

yes to SB 155

4/30/2003 11:29 AM

mailto:erape@gci.net
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SB 155

Subject: SB 155
Date: Thu, 01 May 2003 22:31:25 -0800 

From : "Dave Esch" <daveesch@msn.com>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

I support the Outdoor Council and the passage of SB 155 to establish at 
least SOME real wolf control in this state. I do not believe that every 
moose and caribou calf should live in terror of attack by wolves!! We are 
killing the "children" because wolves look too much like friendly dogs 
instead of the assasins they really are.

Having lived here for 40 years, I have seen the steady decline of moose and 
of certain caribou herds. But saving wolves for viewing? In hunting Alaska 
for at least 80 trips, most by air charter, I have only seen two wolves in 
the wild, but see many tracks!. And those wolves seen were on the north 
border of McKinley;
Wolves hunt by night! So the tourist ain't goona see um either, unless we 
tame some!!!

Help STOP SPAM with the new MSN 8 and get 2 months FREE* 
http://join.msn.com/?page=features/junkmail

I of! 5/2/2003 1:07 PM

mailto:daveesch@msn.com
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us
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Senate Bill 155

Subject: Senate Bill 155
D ate: Tue, 29 Apr 2003 05:21:30 -0700 (PDT)

From : John Thies <chefjdt@yahoo.com>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Sir, Please support SB 155. Thank you, John Thies 7837 Raymar Cir. 
Anchorage, AK. 99518

Do you Yahoo!?
The New Yahoo! Search - Faster. Easier. Bingo. 
http://search.yahoo.com

mailto:chefjdt@yahoo.com
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us
http://search.yahoo.com


Subject: SB 155
Date: Tue, 29 Apr 2003 05:53:40 -0800 

From : "Ken Book" <kbook@worldnet.att.net>
To: <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>

I support SB 155 and urgently request your support, too, of this important 
measure.
Ken Book
6584 Vista Drive
Ketchikan, AK 99901

1 of 1 4/29/2003 7:30 AM

mailto:kbook@worldnet.att.net
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


SB 155 & SB 39

Subject: SB 155 & SB 39
D ate: Tue, 29 Apr 2003 06:42:51 -0800 

From : Joe/Brenda Donohue <donohue-j@gci.net>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Please note that I am in favor of SB 155. I think that reauthorizing airborne take and same day airborne take 
predator control measures is a step in the right direction for accomplishing predator management and rebuilding 
Alaska's wildlife populations.

I am also very much in favor of your SB 39. I have been using the State's navigable waters for better than 45 years 
and I think they should be controlled by the State of Alaska.

Thank you for your time and attention to these matters.
Joe Donohue 
PO Box 20652 
Juneau, AK

lof 1 4/29/2003 7:30 AM

mailto:donohue-j@gci.net
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


SB155

Subject: SB155
D ate: Mon, 28 Apr 2003 18:18:12 -0800 

From : ben barclay <benbarclay@gci.net>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Senator Ogan,

Please consider my full support for the passage of SB155 to allow same day 
airborne hunting and the taking of wolves from the air. Alaska is in 
desperate need of predator control and this bill will be a step in the right 
direction to help rebuild our moose and caribou populations. Please stand 
firm in the face of all the emotional cries against predator control and 
pass this legislation. Thank you.

Ben Barclay, P.E.
6745 Paula Pi.
Anchorage, AK 99507

lof 1 4/28/2003 7:12 PM

mailto:benbarclay@gci.net
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


Senate Bill 155

Subject: Senate Bill 155
D ate: Mon, 28 Apr 2003 17:22:03 -0800 

From : "Harry S Cellos" <H.Cellos@conocophiHips.com>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Senator Ogan,
I strongly support same day fly & shoot of predators as needed for 
responsible game management and optimization of our resources.
Regards,
Harry
This bill authorizes airborne or same day airborne take of predators 
(wolves) by the public only in areas authorized by the Board of Game and 
only in areas where big game populations are not being met for human 
harvest. As expected, this bill is being vigorously opposed by animal 
rights groups both within and outside of Alaska. AOC supports this 
legislation for the following reasons:

1) Alaska's big game populations are depressed in many areas (Units 13, 19, 
17, 16, among others) and this legislation will give the Board of Game and 
ADF&G the tools they need to re-establish healthy big game populations.

2) This bill is based on sound science - it's tied to adopted management 
plans, it only applies to areas where big game populations are depressed, 
and same day airborne or airborne management can only be employed if 
authorized by the Board of Game.

3) This legislation helps take the politics out of wildlife management - it 
will allow management plans that were politically shelved during the 
Knowles Administration to again be considered in the light of scientific 
merit.

4) Predator management can only occur on a very small portion of Alaska's 
lands - less than 10% - once mountains, urbanization, federal inertia, and 
habitat conditions are factored in. Also, both predator and prey are 
protected by the law - they cannot be extirpated - contrary to false 
statements from animal rights groups.

lofl 4/28/2003 7:12 PM
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SB155

Subject: SB155
Date: Mon, 28 Apr 2003 17:00:03 -0800 

From : "Graham, Mark" <GRAHAM@alaska.coffman.com>
To: "'Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us"' <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>

Senator Ogan,
I appreciate your support to pass a bill for predator control in Alaska. 
Thanks

Mark A . Graham 
Eagle River, AK

4/28/2003 7:13 PM

mailto:GRAHAM@alaska.coffman.com
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


In Support of SB 155

Subject: In  Support of SB155
D ate: Mon, 28 Apr 2003 16:56:15 -0800 

From : "Hollis, Harold" <HOLLIS@alaska.coffman.com>
To: "'Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us1" <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>

Senator Ogan,

Please consider my full support for the passage of SB155 to allow same day 
airborne hunting and the taking of wolves from the air. Alaska is in 
desperate need of predator control and this bill will be a step in the right 
direction to help rebuild our moose and caribou populations. Please stand 
firm in the face of all the emotional cries against predator control and 
pass this legislation. Thank you.

Harold L. Hollis, P.E.
Coffman Engineers, Inc.
800 F Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
907/276-6664 
907/276-5042 Fax 
hollis@alaska.coffman.com 
www.coffman.com

1 of 1 4/28/2003 7:13 PM
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SB155

Subject: SB155
Date: Mon, 28 Apr 2003 16:38:42 -0800 (AKDT)

From : olesandy@webtv.net (ole or Sandy)
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Just want to let you know we have discussed predator contro]. around ye 
olde coffee table mornings; and I would have to say 99% of the people I 
talk to are in favor of it; especially as addressed in this bill.
Canada has done wonderful things with the caribou populations by 
controlling the wolves by shooting and by "fixing" the alpha males so 
they cant reproduce. As a result, I believe, this past year was the 
first time in 50 years that the Porcupine Caribou herd crossed the Yukon 
River.
This is a good thing; and we have lots of wolves...
Ole Bartness 
9025 Ninnis Dr.
Juneau, Ak. 99801

lofl 4/28/2003 7:13 PM

mailto:olesandy@webtv.net
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


Subject: SB155
Date: Mon, 28 Apr 2003 19:24:10 -0800 (AKDT) 

From : dwmillard@webtv.net (Dave Millard)
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

By all means work for pasage of SB 155. 

Sincerely,

Dave Millard

mailto:dwmillard@webtv.net
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


Subject:
D ate: Mon, 28 Apr 2003 18:57:38 -0800 

From : "Les Fortune" < lesfortune@hotmail.com> 
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Senator Ogan,
I am in favor of the passage of SB155.
Les Fortune

Les Fortune 
1109 Coppet St. 
Fairbanks, AK 99709 
474-0507

Help STOP SPAM with the new MSN 8 and get 2 months FREE* 
http://join.msn.com/?page=features/junkmail

mailto:lesfortune@hotmail.com
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Airborne same day = wolves

Subject: A irborne same day = wolves 
Date: Mon, 28 Apr 2003 19:52:09 -0800 

From : Gene Yockey <geneyock@gci.net> 
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Senator Ogan,

Thank you for sponsoring this bill. I strongly support it.

Gene Yockey 
Palmer, Alaska

mailto:geneyock@gci.net
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


Senate Bill 155:

Subject: Senate Bill 155:
D ate: Mon, 28 Apr 2003 21:52:46 -0700 

From : Darrell Svihl <dlhivs@chugach.net>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Senator Ogan, it's time we give the Board of Game and ADF&G the 
tools they need to mange big game populations. It's time Alaska dose whats 
best for Alaska. Not what outside animal rights groups think is best for 
Alaska. We live here. We have seen how the predators they have taken over 
in Units 13, 19, 17, 16, among others.Big game populations are depressed in 
many areas, in order to re-establish healthy big game populatoins Senate 
Bill 155: Has to be passed.

Darrell Svihl

lofl 4/29/2003 7:3' AM

mailto:dlhivs@chugach.net
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


SB 155

Subject: SB 155
Date: Mon, 28 Apr 2003 22:01:38 -0800 

From : The Aulmans <aulman@gci.net>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@Jegis.state.ak.us

Dear Senator Ogan,

This is to let you know that I am in favor of this bill. ADF&G has the 
unenviable job of managing the states wildlife and they should be left alone 
so that they can accomplish that goal. Thank you, Harry Aulman

mailto:aulman@gci.net
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@Jegis.state.ak.us


Subject: Senate Bill 155
D ate: Mon, 28 Apr 2003 22:32:04 -0800 

From: Bamey & Debbie <bardeb@gci.net>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

S e n a t e  B i l l 1 5 5 :

This bill authorizes airborne or same day airborne take of predators (wolves) by the public only in areas authorized 
by the Board of Game and only in areas where big game populations are not being met for human harvest. As 
expected, this bill is being vigorously opposed by animal rights groups both within and outside of Alaska. I support 
this legislation for the following reasons:

1) Alaska's big game populations are depressed in many areas (Units 13,19,17,16, among others) and this 
legislation will give the Board of Game and ADF&G the tools they need to re-establish healthy big game populations.

2) This bill is based on sound science - it's tied to adopted management plans, it only applies to areas where big 
game populations are depressed, and same day airborne or airborne management can only be employed if 
authorized by the Board of Game.

3) This legislation helps take the politics out of wildlife management - it will allow management plans that were 
politically shelved during the Knowles Administration to again be considered in the light of scientific merit.

4) Predator management can only occur on a very small portion of Alaska's lands - less than 10% - once mountains, 
urbanization, federal inertia, and habitat conditions are factored in. Also, both predator and prey are protected by the 
law - they cannot be extirpated - contrary to false statements from animal rights groups.

I urge you to help us get this bill passed. 
Thank you for your consideration 
Barney Booysen

mailto:bardeb@gci.net
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


Senate B ill 155

Subject: Senate Bill 155
Date: Mon, 28 Apr 2003 22:39:23 -0800 

F rom : Robert Bundtzen <bundtzen@alaska.net>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Senator Ogan

I am strongly in favor of Senat Bill 155 authorizing airborne predator 
control by the public when authorized by the Board of Game. Please help 
pass it

Sincerely,
Robert Bundtzen

lofl 4/29/2003 7:30 AM

mailto:bundtzen@alaska.net
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senate bill 155

Subject: senate bill 155
Date: Mon, 28 Apr 2003 23:17:58 -0800

From : "Doug Frederick / Sportsmens Paradise" <dfrederick@starband.net>
To: <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>

this is a bill that this state really needs. I has been proven many times that this is the only effective means of 
predador control that we have ever come up with. In the late 40 and 50's there was no big game in this country and 
the goverment started predator control. By the 60's it was impressive the abundance of moose, caribou and sheep 
that we had and we still had wolves but we were controling their numbers.
Thank You 
Doug Frederick
54 year resident of this great state

lofl 4/29/2003 7:30 AM
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SB 155

Subject: SB 155
D ate: Sat, 26 Apr 2003 10:48:11 -0800 

From : "Cleve Noble Jr" <c.i.noblejr@worldnet.att.net> 
To: <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>

Senator Ogan.
I would like to take this opportunity to encourage you to support and help get SB 155 scheduled 

for hearing before the Senate Resources Committee.
I believe that SB 155 is based on sound game management studies. And will benefit the 

non-hunters as well as the hunters. We all want to see more game and I believe SB 155 will help all of 
us see more game in the future.

Thank you for your consideration in this matter.
Cleve I. Noble Jr.
P.O. Box 4222
Palmer, AK 99645
907-232-5906

4/26/2003 2:02 PM
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Subject: SB 155
Date: Thu, 25 Apr 2002 09:58:07 -0700 

From : Tom Brollini <tbrollini©gci.net>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Senator;

I want to take the opportunity to place my strongest support behind SB 155.

I feel it is of utmost importance to get this legislation passed; for a 
number of reasons.

You have heard all of these in the below paragraph many times, but my last 
point bexow the paragraph is what I feel is the most important.

SB 155 is critical to rebuilding Alaska's wildlife populations, SB 155 is 
based on sound science, SB 155 will allow scientifically based predation 
management plans that have set on the shelf for years to be implemented, SB 
155 will give professional managers more tools to manage wildlife for 
abundance, Predator management can only occur on a very small portion of 
Alaska's lands - less than 10% - once mountains, urbanization, federal 
inertia, and habitat conditions are factored in. Also, both predator and 
prey are protected by the law - they cannot be extirpated - contrary to 
false statements from animal rights groups.

All the above are well know & promulgated by various groups but above 
all....

We need to take control of our State!!!!

We need to get the Feds, Greenies, & all the other out of state liberal, eco 
terrorists out of our lives. Etc. etc. etc.

Thanks for your help,

Tom Brollini

mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


Subject: SB 155
Date: Fri, 25 Apr 2003 21:30:31 -0800 

From : "Bill Miller" <bmiller@alaska.net>
To: <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>

t stongly support the above bill and hope you help pass it
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mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


Subject: SB155
Date: Fri, 25 Apr 2003 20:36:03 -0800 

From : "Jim DeFreest" <jwdef@mtaonline.net> 
To: <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>

I urge you to support SB155 for much needed predator control. Thanks Scott,Jim DeFreest
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Subject: SB155
Date: Thu, 24 Apr 2003 10:14:09 -0800 

From : dickgun <dickgun@mtaonline.net>
To: <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Senator Ogan,
As you may not be surprised to hear, I strongly support SB 155 and urge that it be heard by the Senate 
Resources Committee soon and brought to the floor for a vote this session. Time is of the essence. We 
cannot afford to loose another winter of managing and harvesting this valuable resource. I am taking the 
liberty of faxing you my thesis for wolf management which was first presented to the BOG in 1989. My 
thesis does not promote the screaming red flag waving of PREDATOR CONTROL. It is based solely on a 
controlled harvest (maximum sustained yield) of a valuable resource. However, it depends on Methods 
and Means that will allow the harvest quotas to be reached by the public. Ample precedent is already set 
for same day airborne harvests of both caribou and deer. The language would help to defuse the anti wolf 
harvest groups - or at least give the rhetoric a different emphasis which they would have to address.

Sincerely,
dickgun
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Subject: Sam e day a irbo rne  p red a to r control 
Date: Thu, 24 Apr 2003 10:32:19 -0800 

From : Gabrielle Russell <G.Russell@unf.edu>
To: Representative_CarI_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Kelly_Wolf@legis.state.ak.us, 

Representative_Tom_Anderson@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Mike_Chenault@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Ralph_Samuels@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Sharon_Cissna@legis.state.ak.us,
"Representative- Albert Kookesh"@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Hugh_Fate@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Beverly_Masek@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Cheryll_Heinze@legis.state.ak.us,
Representati ve_Bob_Lynn @ legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_David_Guttenbeg@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us, 
Senator_Thomas_Wagoner@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us, 
Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Ben_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us,
Senator_Ki m_Elton @ legis.state.ak.us

Greetings,

My name is Gabrielle Russell and I am a Fairbanks resident who is 

against the current administrations plans for predator control.

First of all, I think it is important to remind everyone that in 1996, 

Alaskan voters passed a ballot initiative against same-day airborne 

hunting of wolves, and in 2000, we overturned (at the ballot box) an 

effort by the legislature to reinstate airborne hunting of wolves.

Both of these issues were obviously directly related to Alaskans

feelings on predator control. We, the majority of Alaskans in these 2

cases, voted against predator control. But now we come to find out that

we wasted our time participating in the voting process, because 3 years

later the issue is back. Frankly, I am insulted that when the

majority of Alaskans vote on an important issue such as predator

control, that it seems to mean nothing to the government officials that

either seem to have their own agenda, or simply do not respect what the

majority of their fellow Alaskans have decided. WE DID NOT VOTE TWICE ON 
THIS ISSUE TO BE IGNORED.
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So here we are again, the issue is resurfacing because hunters feel that 

there aren't enough iroose or caribou for them to harvest. Well, when 

you subsist on a natural resource (wildlife in this case) you have to 

expect times of lower harvest and times of abundance. Fish and game is 

there to balance the levels of harvest and make this resource available 

to Alaskans. I would have to say that lately it seems that Fish and Game 

only wants to represent the interest of those Alaskans that view 

wildlife as a resource to be killed and eaten, or in some cases to be 

killed and hung on a wall, not those of us that think our natural 

resources are to be enjoyed by all Alaskans.

I thought that hunting and subsisting meant living off the land and what

nature provides us (whether nature providing for us equates to predator

control to increase maximum sustainable harvest, is up for debate) But,

for those Alaskans that are subsisting, that is the way they have chosen

to live their lives, I support that, but a subsistence lifestyle is

difficult, and rightly so. It requires going back to the basic instinct

of survival, and competing with other predators (humans being at the top

of the predator chain with our guns and all) for food. Wolves, for the 
most part kill moose who are weakly or sickly, there is a sort of 
natural balance.

If those that sport hunt or live a subsistence lifestyle just want Moose 
to be sitting outside their cabins in an abundant herd ready to be shot, 
(which seemsto be a summation of some of the comments I have read), then 
why not just farm * ?ose? If you don't want to compete with wolves than, 
why not just far’- ..loose? Take out the hunting and camping and spending 
time in the wilderness tracking the moose, seeing the other wildlife, 
and being a sportsman. It might be a bit extreme, but then so is 
killing off the supposed competition. What is the real competition 
anyway? It wouldn't be our fellow humans now would it, maybe we are the 
predator that needs to be controlled?

Historically, we have done a rather good job of over harvesting our

natural resources, (Wolf or other predation, other than human predation 
has never resulted in the extinction of a species) and honestly with the 
way the state of affairs are now, I don't trust the board of fish and 
game to be looking out for the interests of all Alaskans. It. seems to me 
that they are experiencing a little selective hearing.

But, you know what? I didn't vote TWICE on this issue just to be



Same day airborne predator control

ignored. Those are my comments, 

Thank you for your time,

Gabrielle Russell 

Fairbanks
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re: SB 155

Subject: re: SB 155
Date: Thu, 24 Apr 2003 13:01:24 -0800 

From : "LesLee Solberg" <denaliviewbb@worldnet.att.net>
To: <senator_scott_ogan@legis.state.ak.us>

Senator Ogan,
Please help Alaska's game populations by passing SB 155. This allows for some management of predators where 
the prey-predator populations need help. We have lived here for 32 years and have experience our moose herd 
diminish to non-existent. Please help our game.

Norman So'berg

Norman Solberg 
Denali View
HC89 Box 8360,15669 East Coffee Lane 
Talkeetna, Alaska 99676 phone/fax 907-733-2778 
email: info@denaliview.com 
URL: http.y/www.denaliview.com
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SB 155

Subject: SB155
Date: Thu, 24 Apr 2003 13:52:40 -0800 

From : "cliff" <cjudkins@customcpu.com>
To: "Scott Ogan" <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>

Senator Ogan-Please schedule a hearing for SB155. Passage of this legislation this session would be a great help 
to the Board of Games attempts to deal with serious predator control problems in areas of the state where moose, 
caribou, and sheep populations have been devastated by predators. Cliff Judkins
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Fish and Game matters

Subject: Fish and Gam e m atters
Date: Thu, 24 Apr 2003 23:21:10 -0700 

Frnm : Wayne Heimer <weheimer@alaska.net>
To: senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us, senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us, 

senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us, 
representative_Jim_Holm@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_John_CoghilI@legis.state.ak.us

To: Distribution

From : Wayne Heimer
1098 Chena Pump Road 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709

Re: W hat the “sam e-day” wolf hun t legislation indicates, an analysis and prescription

As I consider the reasons I think are driving the “same-day airborne" wolf control bills, it seems the 
interventions of the Governor's office regarding methods of wolf harvest have maneuvered the Legislature 
into a jurisdictional disagreement with the Administration o . er which entity should either "manage" or "set 
policy." Paradoxically, the Administration's abdication of its appointment authority to the Legislature (in 
cutting a deal with the Board to let it select the Deputy Commissioner of Wildlife) seems to have 
exacerbated this distracting disagreement. Please bear with me as I develop my thinking on this matter.

Recent history:

The Governor wanted Commissioner Duffy from the outset. Unfortunately, it seems Duffy came with two 
"pre-designated" Deputy Commissioners. Neither of them had compelling professional qualifications to 
serve at that level. Compounding the problem, both were strongly fish-oriented. At a result, the Board of 
Game refused to nominate Duffy for Commissioner of ADF&G. To get Duffy, the Administration 
apparently made a deal with the Board of Game allowing it to "select" the Deputy Commissioner of 
Game. (This is the abdication of appointing authority mentioned above.) Apparently, the Governor's 
office did not stick to the terms of this ‘deal’ as it was understood by the Board, as one candidate is said to 
have been ‘hired and fired’ the same day. This had to have a chilling effect on the process, and raise the 
question of whether the Administration was dealing honestly with the Board. Additionally, the 
Administration balked at certifying wolf control was necessary in the McGrath area. These are helpful 
things. Compounding the problem, the Administration has opposed (perhaps rightly) the remedial 
legislation because it limits the Administration's "veto power" with respect to wolf control. As things have 
evolved, this situation has developed into a separation of powers issue between the Legislature and the 
Administration. I’ll discuss this in more detail later.

Some related ancient history:

"Deputy Commissioner" has traditionally been an ad hoc position in the administration of fish and game. I 
can remember only a fev. Deputy Commissioners" during my 25 years with ADF&G. They were 
typically appointees given specific responsibilities within the commissioner's office. That is, they were 
simply special assistants to the commissioner who were given the title, "Deputy Commissioner" rather 
than "Special Assistant." The real work of managing the Department's Divisions has always fallen to 
experienced professionals called "Directors." Hence, I see no functional necessity for "Deputy 
Commissioners" unless they are to be the de facto Directors with a loftier title. If this is so, we should no 
longer have need for the position of "Director" in any Division of ADF&G; and the Deputy 
Commissioners should be experienced professionals with above average talents and leadership abilities.
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Hence, the issue of “Deputy Commissioners” seems clouded in concept, raising the question, “What would 
these persons do?”

The disagreem ent between the A dm inistration and the Legislature:

The disagreement over who should appoint whom, and what they should do seems to have grown into the 
larger issue, "Who ‘manager’ and who sets management policy?''
In the wake of the Governor’s intervention in the methods and means to be used in wolf control, and his 
assertion that wolf control should be “fair chase,” it has become clear that the Board is an extension of the 
Legislature while the Commissioner’s Office is within the Administration. Given that the Administration 
has decided to intervene in the nuts and bolts of how some wolves might die, the "policy" or "authority" 
question has been escalated to the level of a significant disagreement.

The rub seems to be that the Governor's office “trespassed” on the Legislature's “tu rf’ (the Board of Game, 
because the Board is an extension of the Legislature) as he prescribed methods, means, and defined the 
philosophy of wolf control. “Philosophy” (i.e. the fair chase requirement) may be the province of the 
Administration (through the Commissioner’s management authority), but methods and means have 
traditionally been recognized as the province of the Board. Clearly, the Legislature thinks it needs to do 
something to keep the Administration in its proper place.

The Legislature's response (the "aerial wolf control bills") seem aimed at empowering the Board of Game 
with more "management authority" by removing a philosophically fickle Governors office from the 
management loop. The issue seems to be a, thus-far polite struggle over who sets what is apparently 
thought of as "policy."

The way I see it, the Legislature wants to preclude an obstructionist Governor’s office (seen as distressingly 
parallel to the Knowles Administration’s intervention in wolf control) from inteivening in the nuts and 
bolts of wolf (and, by extension wildlife) management. When the Governor's office intervenes (on things 
as trivial as methods and means) it must rationalize the intervention under the commissioner's latitude (i e. 
the Governor’s philosophy expressed through his commissioner) to establish "policy." The “fair chase” 
issue (policy) is clearly philosophically, or perhaps economically driven-given a threatened tourism 
boycott. If we're not careful, this could devolve into a semantic argument with long-term consequences.

Alaska Statute, Title 16, says one duty of the commissioner (by extension, the Administration's duly) is to 
"manage." By my lights, this means implementing the Constitutional imperatives for maximum 
production of human benefits for Alaskans (within the conservation mandate’s sideboards). In reality, 
there isn't much "room" for adjusting policy in this area. The Constitution and its enabling legislation have 
already set the policy. Nevertheless, it looks to me like the issue of who appoints whom, and how they 
stand on the methods and means of killing a few wolves has been confused with "policy." I think we're 
being trapped by the logic of language here, and a careful look at what we are trying to do would be 
helpful.

Certainly the commissioner can't "manage" without rational allocations by the Board. This means the 
Legislative and Executive branches must work together. From where I sit, the Legislature seems to have 
the high ground in the present spat. Nevertheless, the way it should be requires defining specific 
management policy by melding species biology with Constitutional mandate (that sticky gob of common 
use/maximum sustained yield/abundance/etc.). As our understanding of species biology grows or laws 
change, policy must be altered to conform. However, when the policy de join  is established (and it 
shouldn't be open to that much argument), getting "management" done to produce benefits for Alaskans
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Wolves (and other predators) compete with hum ans for the benefits produced by m anagem ent.

The sticking point with managing wolves is whether the Board must allocate "wolf harvests" to a control 
program or whether the Commissioner can simply "manage" them in the most efficient and biologically 
rational manner with respect to "sustained yield" (abundance) of prey species to produce human benefits in 
the form of wildlife use for food.

My reading of the Constitution (and Coghill and Campbell's Sustained Yield treatise) suggests that wolves 
(among other predators) are not to receive "sustained yield/abundance" management protections through 
the Board process. Hence, I question whether the Board must approve wolf control programs, methods 
and means and so forth. This is a legal question that should probably be re-addressed. In the end, 
resolution of this legal question should produce the most satisfactory answer to the 
Administration/Legislature disagreement over who "manages" and "how." As it stands today, this wolf 
management issue raises a plethora of nettlesome questions.

If the Board must allocate wolves to a control program (the present inteipretation because the Department 
(i.e. Administration) settled out of court with the wolf protectionists in the mid 1970s and again in the mid 
1980s), does that mean the Board has ‘set policy’ or usurped the commissioner's prerogative? If the 
Commissioner's Office has shifted its responsibility to the Board (because the Administration settled out of 
court to facilitate wolf control in the past), does this mean the Administration has abdicated its 
responsibility/authority? Furthermore, if the Board defines methods and means to harvest the allocated 
wolves for the purposes of management, does that mean it is "managing? I'd like to think not, but that 
seems to be where we are.

I suggest the reason we are in this mess stems from the misapprehension that setting methods and means is 
a policy decision. This seems to be where the Governor got into the mix, and precipitated the tension 
between who sets policy (i.e. 'manages'), the Legislature or the Governor. I think this an unproductive 
exercise in defending uncertain turf when co-operation should be the answer.

Skip this next p a rt if I haven 't captured your interest; it gets a little philosophical, bu t I consider it 
useful background:

Since the Administration's election campaign commitment to "scientific management" lies at the root of 
this issue, permit me to talk a little science. In biology, it is axiomatic that "function" drives "structure." 
That is, if for some reason (say environmental change) there's nothing for an existing biological structure 
to do, it seems to simply vanish because it serves no useful function. That is, it provides no adaptive 
benefit to the critter that's carrying it around, and it costs energy to maintain so the first critter that is bom 
without the useless structure has a reproductive advantage and is more successful (because it doesn't have 
to feed and carry the useless structure around). Hence, the structure is lost.

Consequently, in biology and nature, function may accurately be said to drive structure. Unfortunately 
bureaucracy isn't as harsh at selecting for function among its structures as nature is. This means 
bureaucratic "structure" seems to persist regardless of whether it is productive or not. This is probably 
because the 'energy' (read money) fueling bureaucracy is seldom understood to be limiting, and hence 
useless structures are not only allowed to persist, but also cultivated.

Now, back to the issue a t hand:

requires allocation of harvests by the Board.
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In any case, we seem to have a disagreement over "structure" here, and it seems to be obscuring the 
function we are trying to achieve.

Given that the Constitution sets our policy and direction, that the Administration is simply supposed to be 
implementing Constitutional policy, and that no management is possible if the Board doesn't allocate 
harvests, how a wolf dies (or doesn't) simply isn't that important to the larger picture. What is important is 
that the wolf stops out-competing humans for scarce prey, which has been pre-allocated (by the 
Constitution) to humans.

I suggest it is important for the Legislature to work with the Administration to achieve this function. 
Conversely, the Administration had best get a clear view of what it actually is supposed to be doing when 
it "manages" if it wants to maintain its claim to Constitutionally-mandated scientific management. The 
structural separation of powers/responsibilities is important, but perhaps less so than the function of 
producing benefits for Alaskans. Hence, my assessment that the Legislature has the higher ground in this 
discussion.

The thinking that the Governor's office is appropriately involved in micro-managing the wildlife of Alaska 
(beyond appointing the Commissioner to fulfill a defined function and produce defined benefits) is an 
unrecognized legacy from the Knowles Administration. That administration micro-managed both the 
Commissioner's Office and the chronically un-con firmed Board so there was no disagreement. 
Paradoxically, the situation has changed structurally, but not functionally. We have an administration 
seemingly intent on micro-managing the Board it appointed. This is bound to cause trouble with the 
Legislature. Consequently, the whole business is getting more complex than necessary. I realize there will 
be some distress in sorting this out, and T wish you the best in encouraging cooperation (however coercive 
you must be in the shorter term) between the Legislature and the Administration. I am uncertain that 
empowering the Board to manage beyond allocating and formally involving it in policy will be productive 
in the long term.

So w hat?

I suggest that sending the Governor a message by not confirming his selected commissioner would be the 
best way to open a more productive dialog. The Governor should be encouraged to try harder to find a 
qualified commissioner, and then stay out of things. THAT would be a refreshing change, but one 
consistent with the intent of the Alaskan Constitution and its enabling legislation. I suggest we're in the 
present mess because past Legislatures have abdicated their responsibility to "check and balance" former 
Gubernatorial appointments to the Commissioner's Office. Is there a better explanation?
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Subject: SB 155
Date: Thu, 24 Apr 2003 21:11:04 -0800 (AKDT)

From : dwmillard@webtv.net (Dave Millard)
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Sen. Ogan

I fully support SB 155. It is the only realistic way to effect preditor 
control. It worked in the 40's and 50's and it will work again if 
allowed to.

Trapping does not produce the thinning effect that is needed.

I would like to see this bill brought up as soon as possible.

Sincerely,

Dave Millard
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Subject: SB 155
Date: Thu, 24 Apr 2003 21:33:31 -0800 

From : "dennis wheeler" <dwheeler38@hotmail.com>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.staie.ak.us

I support SB 155. I expect you to support it also.

Tired of spam? Get advanced junk mail protection with MSN 8. 
http://j oin.msn.com/?page= features/j unkmai1
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Subject: SB 155
Date: Thu, 24 Apr 2003 14:06:08 -0000 

From : "Wayne Kubat" <args@mtaonline.net>
To: <Senaior_Scott_Ogan @legis.state.ak.us>

M atanuska/S usitna Valley Fish & Gam e AdvisoryCom m ittee

Wayne Kubat, Chair 

PO Box 874867 

Wasilla, Alaska 99687 

ph. & fax: 376-9568

email: args@mtaonline.net mailto:args@mtaonline.net 

April 24th, 2003 

Senator Scott Ogan,

It seems lately, that the bulk of management efforts by ADF&G and the BOG, has been spent on restrictions to see who gets the last sheep or moose, after 
populations have severely declined due to a lack of predator and prey management. Resident, non-resident and subsistence user groups have been divided 
and fight amongst each other. Hunters have lost opportunity, anti hunting groups have gained momentum - often under the false guise of watchable wildlife, 
and the wildlife resource has suffered greatly. Our committee is very encouraged with the knowledge, and experience of the current BOG members, and their 
commitment to managing our wildlife resources for abundance using sound science.

We would like to see aggressive action to help rebuild struggling ungulate populations as quickly as possible. People in the valley have a long history of filling 
their freezers with wild meat, and we want that tradition to continue. Our committee feels that ethical and fair chase hunting and harvesting techniques should 
always be used first to manage predators and prey. However, if these measures and reasonable hunting seasons and bag limits cant keep predators and 
prey ratios in check, the use of "cost effective" and "species specific" strategies that can be stopped quickly when goals are met need to be implemented.

In the case of wolves, we think that "same day airborne -- land-and-shoot" or "aerial shooting" "control" programs in which the public participates to reduce 
state costs are the most practical options.
We support SB 155 which would allow the Board of Game to authorize a predator management program involving airborne or same day airborne taking of 
predators, especially in GMU 13,19D, and 16B. Please schedule SB 155 for a hearing so it can pass the committee and be sent to the floor for a 
vote.Thank you!

Sincerely,
Matanuska Valley Fish and Game Advisory Committee
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Subject: SB 155
Date: Thu, 24 Apr 2003 22:45:46 -0800 

From : "Ed Kern" <edkem@ptialaska.net>
To: <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Senator Ogan:
The issue of same day airborne predator control is important to all of us wh* hunt for subsistence meat. My 
experience over the past 42 years in Unit 13 is that current methods of predator control are not working . We need 
new tools to improve the production of meat animals for Alaskans.
Your support is appreciated.
Ed Kern
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Dear Representatives, and Senators,

I am sending you this message to tell you Not to pass House Bill 208. Which will allow 
Same-Day-Airbome Predator Control. We the people of Alaska have already voted on 
this initiative twice. We have not changed OUR minds. I am telling you as a 
Representative and Senator of the people to do the Will of the people as we elected you 
to do and Vote NO on this Bill

Thank You,
Judy Calder



Subject:
Date: Wed, 23 Apr 2003 11:59:55 -0800 

From : "Judy Calder" <djcalder@ptialaska.net>
To: <Representative.HughFate@legis.state.ak.us>

CC: <Representative.Beverly.Masek@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative.Carl.Gatto@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative.Cheryll.Heinze@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative.Bob.Lynn@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative.David.Guttenbeg@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator.Scott.Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Senator.Thomas.Wagoner@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator.Fred.Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Senator.Ben.Stevens@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator.Kim.Elton@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Senator.Georginna.Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us>
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SB 155

Subject: SB155
Date: Tue, 22 Apr 2003 10:15:47 -0800 

F rom : Bill Kopplin <bkopplin@rnosquitonet.com>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Senator Ogan,

I am writing in regards to SB 155. I feel that the original bill was okay, but the addition of Section 2 is not 
in the best interest of the Game Board and for the State of Alaska. The wording in Section 2 says the 
Game Board "shall" have the power to develop a wolf control program should be changed to "may" 
develop a program. The word "shall" instead of "may" makes the bill set up a very possible confrontation 
with the Governor. The Governor will only be able to approve or veto the Board's program. There will be 
no ability by the Governor to adjust the proposal.

This also prevents the Fish and Game Commissioner from conducting a finding to see if there is a real 
need and the best way biologically to accomplish the objective. Using "shall" gives the Game Board the 
power to develop a program and then mandates the Governor and the Game Dept, to carry it out with no 
input from Fish and Game or the Governor. This will set the stage for problems between the Board and 
the Governor that we do not need.

The change will not diminish the Boards authority to develop and carry out these programs, but simply to 
try not to set up any more roadblocks as possible. I feel it would be in everyone's best interest to change 
that one word in Section 2.

Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,

William Kopplin 
P.O. Box 192 
Ester, AK 99725
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Marilyn E A Wade C Henry
1530 Crescent Ave 
Anchorage, AK 99508-5003

April 21,2003 

Scott Ogan
State Capitol, Rm. 103 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Ogan:

We v/ill not write you often, but occasionally a matter will come up on which we feel 
strongly. Airborne predator control is one o f  those matters. We object vigorously to this 
war against wolves that seems to be ftieled by sportsmen who do not want any 
competition for their prey. The w olf usually mates for life and is a devoted parent and 
provider. Wolves have been destroyed for the most part in the Lower 48, but surely they 
can live here in Alaska. H8208 and SB155 should be defeated and we do hope you will 
contribute to their defeat. This method o f  control is unwise and unfair and at the veiy 
let 3t unsporting. Man has rarely been successful in his adjustment o f  the numbers o f 
wild animals and it should not be attempted in this way. Nature is still the best regulator 
o f the animal world.

Please oppose these bills.

Sincerely,



Wolf control

Subject: W olf control
Date: Sun, 20 Apr 2003 08:58:39 -0800 

From : "J.P.V'JakeV'Jacobson" <huntfish@ak.net>
To: "Sen. Ralph Seekins" <senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>

CC: "Rep. Gary Stevens" <Senator_Gary_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Ogg, Dan" <Representative_Dan_Ogg@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Rep. Scott Ogan" <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Sen.Gary Wilken" <Senator_Gary_Wilken@legis.state.ak.us>

Hello Senator Seekins & others, 4-20-03
Allowing private individuals to take wolves the same day airborne by land 

& shoot or, more effectively, by shooting fromthe air is the most sensible, 
cost effective & overall best method of relieving predation on our moose.

I hope you are successful in this endeavor.
Thank you,
Jake Jacobson, Kodiak & Kotzebue

lofl 4/21/2003 9:23 AM
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SB 155-v/i*/ '.ve do not need aerial wo lf control

Subject: SB 155-w hy we do not need aerial wolf control 
D ate: Fri, 18 Apr 2003 16:26:47 -0800 

From : "Paul Joslin" <paul@akwildlife.org>
To: <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>

Senator Ogan,

SB 155 is a bad piece of legislation and the people of this great state are depending on your help to ensure that it 
does not pass.

Thank you for considering the following points.

Paul Joslin

Why We Do Not Need Aerial Wolf Control

Alaskan voters banned same-day airborne hunting of wolves in 1996, and again in 2000 after the state legislature 
reinstated it. Ever since the use of aircraft was removed as an aid in hunting wolves the message heard at almost 
every Board of Game meeting has been the same. "Moose numbers are plummeting everywhere. There is a wolf 
behind every tree. Alaskan voters took away the only tool we had that works-same day airborne hunting of wolves."

The facts are different. In the McGrath area where the outcry over declining moose populations has been the 
loudest, and calls for wolf control the strongest, the Alaska Department of Fish ard Game (ADF&G) discovered by 
means of aerial surveys that there was no decline in numbers during the intervening years. Indeed moose numbers 
appear to be up over that of the department’s count in 1996. Birth rates are also up, as are calf birth weights and the 
number of moose cows giving birth to twins.

Taking away of same day airborne hunting of wolves has also not resulted in fewer wolves being killed. ADF&G wolf 
harvest figures show that the killing of wolves has more than doubled over the past 25 years.
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SB 155-why we do not need aerial wo lf control

Annua l W b lf Harvest in A laska Over th e Past 25 yea rs

Year

Source: ADF&G Annual Harvest Summary Records

Numerous reasons account for the rise in wolf harvest. Alaska’s population has increased over 50 percent in the 
past 25 years, meaning that wolves are more at risk by our own presence. Newer and better tools for hunting wolves 
have exploded on to the scene. Semi-automatic guns such as M-16s and AK 47s have become popular weapons of 
choice. Snowmobile numbers have jumped at least 500 percent. They are also faster and more maneuverable such 
that no wolf in open country has any hope of escaping from pursuing hunters. Once considered illegal and 
unsportsmanlike, pursuing wolves on snowmobiles is now permitted over vast areas of Alaska. Wolf trapping 
seasons and bag limits have been expanded. Private wolf bounties, such as the $100 one in McGrath, are 
permitted. More opportunities exist for people to learn how to kill wolves, such as through ADF&G sponsored wolf 
trapping clinics.

It is a myth that Alaska is bursting at the seams with wolves. Minnesota has 2.5 times as many wolves per square 
mile as does Alaska. Why? After nearly eliminating the wolf in the lower 48 more than half a century ago, the wolf 
was granted near full protection under the Endangered Species Act in the lower 48. Federal and state agencies that 
had formerly treated wolves as vermin began to spend vast sums piecing together their sociobiology, deciphering the 
role they played in the natural environment, and investigating the impact they had on domestic livestock. (Minnesota 
is a major producer of livestock). What was learned was communicated to an originally skeptical public through 
town meetings, publications, and educational programs.

What have they learned

Wolves are like most other predators—they are designed to run a little slower than their prey, or when dealing with 
truly large adversaries like moose, are designed to be a little weaker than their prey. This means that for the most 
part wolves have little choice but to focus their attention on the removal of the sick and the weak. Both predator and 
prey benefit as a result. It has been like that for hundreds of thousands of years.
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SB 155-why we do not need aerial wo lf control

A second role that wolves share with other large land predators is that of mollifying the peaks and troughs in 
ungulate numbers so that they are more in balance with the ability of the habitat to sustain them. During periods of 
over abundance, or in years when snow depths are so great that ungulates are starving and easy to catch, wolves 
have a tendency to take more than they need. This accelerates the bringing of prey numbers into line as well as 
reduces competition for browse among the remaining ungulates. Of that which is killed nothing is wasted. Eagles, 
ravens, coyotes, foxes, and a host of other species feast on the leftovers.

During lean years, as for example during winters when snow fall is light, prey has more to eat and is better able to 
get away, wolves vigorously consume just about everything from that which they kill. Left behind are the stomach 
contents and a few large bones.

The "pack" is a hierarchical based family unit that responds well to these changes. While individuals may die or 
leave, the pack itself, and the alpha pair or pack leaders in particular, serve as a conduit for passing along 
knowledge about the environment and what to hunt where and when. Though only one member of the pack usually 
bears offspring, all members participate in rearing of the young.

Left to their own devices, wolf populations tend to remain relatively stable, adjusting moderately up or down in 
response to prey numbers, snow depth and other factors. The burden of who lives or dies is focused largely on the 
young. As with all species, they are the least knowledgeable, most expendable and most easily replaced. While not 
always perfect at any one moment in time, looked at over the long term wolves are an extraordinary good fit with 
their environment.

More focus on wolf education

Wolf education among the public has played a major role in helping Minnesotans to accept the presence of wolves 
at much greater densities than we have in Alaska. Biologists have been able to demonstrate that the presence of 
wolves has not negatively impacted prey abundance. Hunters in Minnesota are able to harvest hundreds of 
thousands of ungulates annually just as hunters do in Alaska. Biologists have also been able to demonstrate that 
wolves are not the perceived menace to domestic livestock that farmers once feared—an issue we Alaskans 
scarcely have to deal with. And finally their biologists have been able to show that people and wolves can coexist. 
Minnesota has a human density that is 50 times that of Alaska.

Alaskans don’t want aircraft used as a wolf hunting tool

A poll carried out by Dittman Research Corporation in March of this year determined that Alaskan voters do not want 
aircraft used as a tool for killing wolves. Their views have not changed since they cast their votes on this issue in 
1996 and again in 2000. Every major region in the state is opposed to it, including in the rural areas. The majority of 
hunters are opposed to it.

Conclusion

Do not support SB 155. Alaskan voters are very clear as to their opposition against the use of aircraft in hunting 
wolves. Adding yet another wolf killing tool makes no sense in light of the current harvest rate of wolves being more 
than double what it used to be. Contrary to popular myth, Alaska’s wolves are not at super high densities engaged in 
devastating our game populations. Through the Minnesota example science has been able to show us that people 
and wolves can co-exist at much higher densities without diminishing prey numbers or hunter opportunity.
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My hope is that good judgment and sound science will hold sway over prejudice against wolves when it comes to 
judging the merits of SB 155. We need your support to make that happen.

Thank you again for your consideration in this matter.

Paul Joslin, Ph.D.

ALASKA WILDLIFE ALLIANCE

P.O. Box 202022

Anchorage, AK 99520

(907) 277 0897, Fax (907) 277 7423

Website: www.akwildlife.org

Email: Paul@akwildlife.org
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TOM SCARBOROUGH 
1676 TAROKA DRIVE 

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99709 
(907) 479-3412 FAX (907) 479-6602 

E-mail tj3412@myexcel.com

G o v e rn o r F ran k  H . M urkow sk i 
O ffice  o f  the G o v ern o r 
P .O .B o x  110001,
Ju n eau , A laska  99911-0001

April 8,2003

R e: M an ag em en t o f  A la sk a ’s R en ew ab le  W ild life  R eso u rce s  

D ea r G o v ern o r M urkow sk i,

I h av e  an  in te re s tin g  question . H ow  d id  you  ge t from  a d v o ca tin g  w hat is best fo r o u r fish and  w ild life  
resou rces to  be in g  a fra id  to s tand  up fo r them  in th e  las t six  w eeks?

I b e liev e  I heard  y o u  s ta te  in  y o u r S ta te  o f  S ta te  m essag e  th a t you  w ere  go ing  to m anage  on  a su s ta in ed  
y ield  basis as req u ired  by  th e  A laska  co n stitu tio n . H o w -e v e r as I see  ev en ts  u n fo ld in g  today , you  a re  
h ead ed  the o p p o site  d irec tion .

Y ou and  y o u r ad m in is tra tio n  have k illed  the p re d a to r  con tro l p ro jec t in  M cG ra th . Y o u  have  con fused  
p red a to r con tro l w ith  fair c h a se  hun ting . It ap p ea rs  tha t y o u  a re  n eg o tia tin g  a deal w ith  th e  A n ti-h u n tin g  
o rg an iza tio n s to  p rev en t any  type  o f  p red a to r co n tro l that d ea ls  w ith  w o lves in  any  a re a  o f  S ta te . Y ou  are 
p ro p o s in g  to  p lace  th e  sam e failed  w ild life  m an ag e rs  back  in  ch a rg e  o f  the D iv is io n  o f  W ild life .

M ay b e  you  do  no t u n d e rs tan d  w hat has taken  p lace  in the la s t d ecad e . T h e  m oose  p o p u la tio n  has m ad e  a 
m a jo r d ec lin e  as th e  dec is ion  w as m ad e  on  th e  by  th e  G o v e rn o r’s O ffic e  to  feed  them  to p red a to rs  ra th e r 
than  A la sk a n ’s. W e  have lo s t over 2 0 ,0 0 0  m oose  in  U n it 13 and  10 ,000  in U n it 20. I w ill es tim a te  o v e r  
100 ,000 , w ere  lost S ta te  w ide. By o u t o f  d a te  A D F & G  fig u res , each  o f  these  m oose  h av e  a co lle c tiv e  value  
to A la sk a  o f  app ro x im ate ly  $ 7 5 0 0  each . M y ca lc u la to r to ta ls  th is to $ 7 5 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ’s. T h is is o n ly  i f  w e had 
m ain ta ined  the s ta tu s  quo. I f  w e had  m anaged  for ab u n d an ce , the lo ss  m ay  be  10 tim es th is am oun t. Y ou  
m ust add  ca rib o u , sh eep , e tc . to  this to  get th e  true  p ic tu re .

W e co u ld  have  a  b ig  gam e co m m erc ia l se rv ices  in d u s try  (th is  is a po rtio n  o f  tou rist ind u stry ) o f  m ore than 
$ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  p e r y e a r i f  they  had a sup p ly  o f  w ild life  fo r th e ir  c lien ts . T o  d ay  it b are ly  ex is ts , ex cep t for 
g u id in g  for bear. D ah l S heep  h arv est is o n ly  5 0 %  o f  w hat is w as 10 years  ago .

Y ou  keep  s ta tin g  yo u  are  w illing  to  m ake th e  hard  d ec is io n s  and  a ttem p t to  m ake  th e  S tate  live  w ith in  i t ’s 
m eans. T h ese  w ords are  very  h o llow  w hen o n e  looks a t w h ere  you  a re  h ead ed  in  w ild life  m anagem en t. 
T h o se  o f  us w ho  rem em b er h is to ry  se e  the G o v e rn o r H icke l d eb ac le  reo ccu rrin g .

T o d ay , you  h ave  m an y  frustra ted  ind iv idua ls w ho su p p o rted  y o u  for G o v ern o r. T h ey  see  you  re trac tin g  on  
cam p a ig n  p ro m ises  and  w affling  on  issues c o n c e rn in g  re so u rce  m anagem en t. E ven  y o u r ag reem en t w ith 
the G am e B oard  on  se lec tin g  a D epu ty  C o m m iss io n e r fo r th e  D iv is io n  o f  W ild life  ap p ears  to  b e  o f  no 
value.

A  fru stra ted  co n stitu en t,

T h o m as N . S ca rb o ro u g h
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HB208and SB 155

Subject: HB208 and SB155
Date: Wed, 02 Apr 2003 10:15:35 -0900 

From : Pat & Arleta O'Connor <patarleta@gci.net>
To: Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us, 

Senator_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Senators:
I would like you to support HB208 and SB 155.1 am a member of the Central Kuskokwin 
Moose Management Planning Committee. I spent 3 days in meetings at Aniak. We find the 
moose situation is very grim in G.M. units 18 & 19.
Patrick O'Connor
Matanuska Valley Advisory Committee

P.S. I don't understand why Senator Ogan opposed these bills?

4/2/2003 5:50 PM
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Subject: SB 155-Som e o ther thoughts I w anted to share 
Date: Wed, 2 Apr 2003 08:49:17 -0900 

From : "Nina Faust" <fausbail@xyz.net>
To: <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.slate.ak.us>, <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>, 

<Senator_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Johnny_Ellis@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Senator_I-IolIis_French@legis.state.ak.us>

P.O. Box 2994<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" /> 

Homer, AK 99603

April 2, 2003

Senate Judiciary Committee 

Alaska State Senate 

Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Committee Members:

Under current law the Alaska Department of Fish and Game has the authority to implement 
predator control if there is a biological emergency based on extnmely low prey population. SB 
155 makes significant changes to what voters approved in the Land and Shoot Referendum in 
2000 by removing the restriction that only ADF&G personnel perform the airborne predator 
control and by basing the need on the predator population. As a voter who supported the 
Referendum in 2000,1 oppose these unjustified changes and urge you not to support SB 155.

I think it is time to recognize the subsistence needs of villages and it is past due to let Alaskan 
voters decide the subsistence issue. It is time for a rural preference. The state’s population is 
growing: there are more hunters wanting to take more animals. We must recognize wildlife is a 
finite resource, and we will likely have to limit hunters from urban areas and sometimes close 
areas to hunting to allow populations to recover. In reality, humans also are top predator and 
hunting/trapping have to be more stringently regulated. Another option to improve moose 
numbers is to improve moose habitat, perhaps using controlled burns.

The "war” on predators disturbs me. This all out effort to eliminate predators in certain parts of 
the state will have significant economic ramifications. The majority of the public finds the type of
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predator control programs the state is imposing very distasteful and unnecessary and may result 
in a tourism boycott that will adversely affect many communities.

It is time for a paradigm shift in our approach to wildlife resources in this state. The predators 
that one Board of Game member referred to as "vermin” are extremely valuable economic 
resources. The Legislature should examine the larger economic picture, one that capitalizes on 
the desire of tourists to see wolves, bears, fox, lynx, and wolverine. Why kill valuable 
resources? People are willing to pay large sums of money to see these wildlife.

In 2001, expenditures by state residents and non-residents on wildlife viewing was nearly 1/2 
billion dollars while less than 1A  billion dollars was spent on hunting/trapping. Think of marketing 
a “grand slam tour” where local hunters become the guides to take people on a tour of Alaska’s 
wild predators. These animals can be viewed repeatedly, enrich the lives of visitors and bringing 
in money to local economies. Furthermore, the money spent on destroying these animals 
instead could be used to help communities establish wildlife-viewing tours. Wolves and bears 
are popular with a majority of the public. Alaska could become the world’s premiere destination 
to view these big predators, and Alaska could become the world’s leader in educating people 
about the life cycles of these animals in healthy ecosystems.

Let’s move beyond the archaic view of predators as "vermin” and learn to use these incredible 
natural resources to build sustainable, local economies that will benefit rural communities for 
years to come. Please vote against SB 155.



TOM SCARBOROUGH 
1676 TAROKA DRIVE 

FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99709 
(907) 479-3412 FAX (907) 479-6602 

E-mail tj3412@myexcel.com

MEMO

T o . S en . R alph  S eek in s
C h a ir-Ju d ic ia ry  C o m m ittee

F rom  T o m  S carb o ro u g h

D ate : A pril 2 , 2 0 0 3

S ub ject: SB  155, An A c t re la ting  to  h u n ting  on  th e  sam e day  a irb o rn e

I am  p leased  to  se e  tha t you  are w illing  to  c la rify  the S ta te  s ta tu tes  on p ro ced u res  to  p e rm it the tak in g  o f  
p red a to rs  from  th e  air.

T h e  second  p ro b lem  th a t m ust be  ad d ressed  is th e  p rey  p o p u la tio n  o b jec tiv es  th a t fail tc co n sid e r harvest 
o b jec tiv es .

W e have co m e  to  th is p o in t in tim e , b ecau se  the D iv . o f  W ild life  d id  no t ad v ise  th e  2003  G am e B oard  that 
th e  p o p u la tion  o b jec tiv e s  in U nit 19D  E a s t are m ee tin g  th e  p o p u la tion  g o a ls  but n o t the h a rv es t goals . T he  
B oard  o f  G am e low ered  the P o p u la tio n  G o a ls  in th e ir m ee tin g  in  2 0 0 0  to  m atch  th e  c u rre n t m oose 
p o p u la tio n  so  n o  p red a to r con tro l ac tions w ou ld  be  necessary .

T h e  sam e A D F & G  p layers  w ere p resen t in 2 0 0 0  and  in 2 0 0 3  and  1 am  su re  they  w ere  w ell aw are  o f  the 
situa tion . T h e  n ew  B oard  cou ld  h av e  b een  ad v ised  o f  the situ a tio n  and rev ised  th e  p o p u la tio n  goa ls  back  to 
p re  2 0 0 0  goa ls  w hich  w as 3 m oose  per sq . m ile  in s tead  o f  the  cu rren t 1 m oose  p e r  sq . m ile . I be lieve  the 
cu rren t G am e B o a rd  can have  a spec ia l m ee tin g  and  rev ise  the p o p u la tio n  goal a n d  g e t the  19D p redato r 
con tro l p ro g ram  b ack  o n  track . A t the p resen t tim e  we a re  ru n n in g  in a  c irc le  g e ttin g  no w here. T h is  is 
ex ac tly  w here  th e  anti p red a to r co n tro l g ro u p  w an ts us.

T h e  in ten t o f  SB  155 is to  co rrec t th e  situ a tio n  w e find  o u rse lv es  in  co n ce rn in g  U n it 19D. U nit 13 and 
o th e r a reas  w ill ex p e rien ce  the sa m e  prob lem .

It is m y u n d ers tan d in g  th a t S tate  se ttled  o u t o f  co u rt in 1983 w ith the ag reem en t th a t the o n ly  G am e B oard  
has the au th o rity  to  e s tab lish  the n eed  fo r a p red a to r co n tro l p rogram .

T h e  C o m m iss io n e r does n o t need to  be invo lved  tw ice  in th e  d ec is io n  to  d o  p red a to r co n tro l. O nce w hen 
ad v is in g  th e  B o ard  on the need fo r p red a to r con tro l and  th en  aga in  a fte r th e  B oard  m akes a  de term ination .
In e ffec t th e  C o m m iss io n e r gets to  veto the B oard  dec is io n . T he  C ourts  h av e  d e te rm in ed  th e  C o m m iss io n e r 
d o es  no t have  th a t au thority .

I suggest the fo llow ing  ch an g es  to  SB  155.

L in e  5 a fte r  w o lf  add  (coyo te ,)

L in e  9 C h an g e  to  read  (T h e  D ep artm en t o f  fish an d  g am e has tes tified  to  th e  B o ard  o f  G am e that the 
o b jec tiv e s  se t by  th e  B oard  have n o t been ach iev ed  and th a t : )

L in e  13 C h an g e  to  read (w ith  the po p u la tio n  d irec tiv e )
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Senate B ill 155 update

Subject: Senate Bill 155 update
Date: Mon, 31 Mar 2003 16:37:16 -0900 

From : Leo & Dorothy Keeler <info@akwildlife.com> 
To: info@akwildlife.com

Dear Senator,

I recently sent an email with "Senate Bill 155" in the subject line. I 
apologize that a few key points were not as accurate as my wording suggested.

I mentioned that John Blackstone "Stands ready to help spread the word if 
... predator control begins." John's job is not to help anybody but to 
tell factual stories about newsworthy events. That's exactly what he did 
with both the McNeil River Bears and the Toklat wolves. It is quite 
possible that if predator control begins it is a story he will choose to 
cover but his decision will be based on his news judgment and nothing else.

I apologize if my personal belief that CBS News will consider it a 
newsworthy event led me to a conclusion that CBS News may, or may not, share.

Also, I mentioned that I was "freelancing for CBS News". My ignorance of 
what it takes to be a "freelancer" was brought to my attention, and I would 
like to clarify this as well, as I think that is overstating what I am 
doing. It would be much more accurate to say that I am videotaping to make 
tape available to broadcasters, both local and network, possibly including 
CBS News.

I am dedicated to the truth and accuracy, and hope my obvious passion about 
this situation is what is remembered, not an innocent error that I 
immediately tried to correct as soon as it was discovered.

Respectfully,

Dorothy Keeler
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SB 155 /H B 108

Subject: SB 155/H B 108
D ate: Mon, 31 M ar 2003 09:10:57 -0900 

F rom : "Harry S Cellos" <H.Cellos@conocophillips.com>
To: Senaior_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us,

Senator_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Hugh_Fate@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Beverly_Masek@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Carl_Gatto@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Cheryll_Heinze@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Kelly_Wolf@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_David_Guttenberg@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Beth_ICerttula@legis.state.ak.us

Attached are my personal feeling on this bill.
Harry
{See attached file: fly_shoot.doc)

Name: fly_shoot.doc
Type: WINWORD File (application/msword) 

Encoding: base64 
Download S tatus: Not downloaded with message
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Sirs:

I strongly support same day fly & shoot for predator management for the following reasons:

1) This legislation is critical to rebuilding Alaska's wildlife populations. Unit 13’s moose population 
has dropped from 27,000 to 7,000 in a decade. Unit 19D moose density has fallen from 3-4 per 
square mile to 1 per square mile, a 75% reduction.

2) This legislation will allow science - not politics - to manage our wildlife populations.
Scientifically based predator management plans have sat on the shelf for years because they 
included same day airborne. This legislation will help take them off the shelf and give the Board of 
Game and ADF&G the tools they need to start rebuilding Alaska's wildlife.

3) This is not a "fair chase" issue - this is a scientific management issue.

4) Predator management can only occur on a very small portion of Alaska's lands - less than 10% 
- once mountains, urbanization, federal inertia, and habitat conditions are factored in. Also, both 
predator and prey are protected by the law - they cannot be extirpated - contrary to false 
statements from animal rights groups.

I feel this could even be made into a profit making opportunity by allowing private individuals to 
participate and pay for these as guided hunts.
Best Regards,
A Voter.
Harry Devasconcellos



XXX

Subject: xxx
Date: Mon, 31 Mar 2003 03:52:29 +0000 

From : "james batcheller" <jamesbatchellerak@hotmail.com>
To: Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us,

Senator_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Hugh_Fate@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Beverly_Masek@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Carl_Gatto@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Cheryll_Heinze@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Kelly_Wolf@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_David_Guttenberg@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Beth_Kerttula@legis.state.ak.us

Subject: HB 208 and SB 155 

Dear Senators and Representatives:

I am writing to ask you to support the above bills. I understand you are going to have hearings Monday, 
March 31. I am currently out of the state but strongly support these bills, and ask you please to do 
likewise.

I feel this legislation is critical to rebuilding Alaska's wildlife populations.

Unit 13's moose population has dropped from 27,000 to 7,000 in a decade. Unit 19D moose density has 
fallen from 3-4 per square mile to 1 per square mile, a 75% reduction.

This legislation will allow science - not politics - to manage our wildlife populations. Scientifically based 
predator management plans have sat on the shelf for years because they included same day airborne. This 
legislation will help take them off the shelf and give the Board of Game and ADF&G the tools they need 
to start rebuilding Alaska's wildlife.

This is not a "fair chase" issue - this is a scientific management issue.

Predator management can only occur on a very small portion - less than 10% - once mountains, 
urbanization, federal inertia, and habitat conditions are factored in. Also, both predator and prey are 
protected by law - they cannot be extirpated - contrary to false statements by animal rights groups.

I worry, as it appears that the change in administration doesn't seem to change what's happening: groups to 
discuss what has been discussed and holdover appointees. Piease Act to insure our game is managed 
scientifically.

Thank you,

James Batcheller, D.O.
P.O. Box 71479 
Fairbanks, AK 99707-1479

MSN 8 helps ELIMINATE E-MAIL VIRUSES. Get 2 months FREE'".
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Senate Bill 155

Subject: Senate Bill 155
Date: Mon, 31 Mar 2003 01:49:56 -0900 

F rom : Leo & Dorothy Keeler <info@akwildlife.com>
To: info@akwildlife.com

Dear Senator,

My name is Dorothy Keeler. It looks like you will be voting on one of the most controversial and 
potentially most damaging bills the Legislature has considered in decades, Senate Bill 155. 
Whether you are a Republican or Democrat, it is vital that you consider the economic 
consequences if this bill passes.

It’s hard to believe that this bill is not being considered in the 1800's, when the only good wolf 
was a dead wolf. Fortunately, the world population has become better educated since then, and 
opponents of this bill stand ready to launch a worldwide tourism boycott if aerial wolf control is 
approved, just like it did in 1992.

My husband, Leo, was on the McGrath Adaptive Management Team, and has all the studies the 
Department paid for that DID NOT support predator control. We both felt it odd that none of 
those studies were posted on the ADF&G web site. Rest assured... the media can find them 
posted on ours. (http://www.akwildlife.com/McGrath.html)

John Blackstone from CBS News "Eye on America” covered our work to protect the McNeil River 
bears twice in 1995. He covered our work to protect the Toklat wolves in 1999, and stories of 
that effort are still posted on the CBS News web site.
(http://www.cbsnews.eom/stories/1999/11/02/eveningnews/main68682.shtml) He stands ready 
to help us spread the word if this bill passes and aerial predator control begins.

I am currently freelancing for CBS News. That’s why I have filmed, on TV quality broadcast 
video, every Board of Game meeting and testimony concerning this issue. That is why I filmed 
all testimony and discussion of it's sister bill, HB 208, at the Legislative Information Office the 
afternoon of March 28th, and I will return to continue filming when testimony resumes Monday, 
March 31st. That is why we created a web site devoted to this issue
(http://www.savetoklatwolf.com) and we have showcased it on four of our other web sites, two of 
which currently rival the daily traffic of the KTUU, Channel 2 web site. Since reason and logic 
have apparently been abandoned, we are fighting this with the only weapon left to us... world 
opinion.

Do you really want to be responsible for a tourism boycott if this bill passes and aerial predator 
control is approved? A tourism boycott would cripple our fragile economy, making the one in 
1992 tame by comparison. Actually, due to the speed and reach of the Internet, and the studies 
by ADF&G that prove that over hunting is the cause of the decline (just look at the bull/cow ratio 
in McGrath) I feel the outcome would be swifter and far more damaging.

Choosing to start predator control to increase moose numbers is like using DDT to increase crop 
yield... both are guaranteed to work for the short term, but the long-term consequences, both 
planned and unexpected, will not be worth the cost. The world-wide traveling public will see to 
that.

However, it's not too late to avoid this fiasco. I urge you to vote accordingly.
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Most sincerely,

Dorothy Keeler
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Predator Control Program

Subject: P red a to r C ontrol P rogram  
Date: Mon, 31 M ar 2003 14:00:44 -0900 

From : "Phillips, D. Keith" <phillipsk@unocal.com>
To: <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>,

<Senator_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us>, <Representative_Hugh_Fate@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Beverly_Masek@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Carl_Gatto@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Cheryll_Heinze@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Bob_Lynn@Iegis.state.ak.us>,
<Representati ve_Carl_Morgan @ legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Kelly_Wolf@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Represcntative_David_Guttenberg@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Beth_Kerttula@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Ladies and Gentlemen:

The following statistics (as documented by the U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service) illustrate the success of 
conservation efforts in the United States: Before 1910, whitetail deer numbered less than Vi million -  
today there are over 27 million; elk numbered less than 40,000 -  today there are over 750,000; antelope 
numbered less than 5,000 -  today there are over 1,000,000; and wood ducks were almost extinct while 
they are now the most common duck in the Eastern U.S. This is a direct result of wildlife conservation 
laws and management programs demanded and funded by hunters in other states while the decreasing 
numbers of game animals in Alaska is a direct result of the lack of scientific management and political 
posturing during the past eight years by the Knowles Administration. He was supported by the emotional 
outcries fiom small but vocal groups of animal rights organizations in this state that are funded by the 
large, well organized groups outside of Alaska, in addition to a pro-animal rights media.

If this state does not take drastic measures with managing their predator populations, the game animals in 
Alaska will soon be to the point that they cannot sustain themselves, and everyone, hunters, wildlife 
viewers, wildlife worshipers, etc. will be the losers.

I fully support the proposed program for managing wolves and bears around McGrath as well as fly and 
shoot predator management. I consider this proposed program to be the right step towards the scientific 
game management needed throughout Alaska. The majority of hunters are not proactive or vocal when it 
comes to letting their voice be heard and the media never speaks for them. That doesn’t mean that they 
aren’t in support of programs like the one you’re in the process of initiating, it just means that their 
collective voices are not typically heard through the media, but instead, are heard through groups like 
Safari Club International, Foundation for North American Wild Sheep, Alaska Outdoor Council or other 
outdoor organizations like them.

Thank you for allowing me to comment on what I believe is one of the most important issues for wildlife, 
non-consumptive and consumptive users in Alaska.

Sincerely,

Keith Phillips

D. Keith Phillips
Unocal Alaska Resources
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M arch 31, 2003

The Honorable Scot Ogan 
Alaska State Senate 
Alaska State Capitol, Rm. 103 
Juneau, AK 99801

Dear Senator Ogan,

I am writing to encourage you to support SB 155 and/or HB 208. As an avid outdoors woman, I 
find it incredulous that anybody in today’s Alaska would continue to support the non­
management prerogatives of the previous administration. It is painfully clear to me that the 
armchair environmental crowd needs to either learn how to read and comprehend statistics, or 
they need to actually go out, find and then document all those healthy ungulate populations they 
continue to purport exist out there.

Our prey populations are in serious trouble in many areas of the state. We need something done, 
and we need it done yesterday! The above mentioned legislation is imperative if we are going to 
be able to begin the long arduous process of rebuilding our moose populations. This legislation 
will promote the use of science to manage our wildlife populations, and will hopefully preclude 
the emotional, irrational notion that that wildlife management should not include any measure 
that integrates humans into the equation as a natural component of the ecosystem.

The argument against wildlife management regimes that promote healthy populations of all 
species don’t hold up under close scrutiny. For instance, the argument against land and shoot or 
aerial shooting as an unfair method of hunting completely misses the point. This isn’t hunting or 
trapping, it is management, and therefore should not be held to the same strictures we would 
apply to the normal regulated pursuit of game.

Last of all and this is perhaps the most important point, hunters are not asking for the wholesale 
slaughter of wolves or other predators. They do however; expect some due consideration on 
some of the lands here in Alaska. In point of fact they are basically asking for about 3 to 5% of 
our own state lands to be subjected to this kind of management. It really boils down to a matter 
of fairness. Is it fair to manage all of Alaska as demanded by the animal rights and 
environmental communities? More importantly, is it fair for all Alaskans to be subjugated to the 
values of the environmental/animal rights crowd through their manipulation of the governing 
process? I would submit that it is not and that now is the time to start recognizing that many 
Alaskans hold different values than the “green crowd” and that those values should be 
accommodated also.

Thank you for your time and attention to my concerns.

Sincerely,

Susan Grasser



HB208 and SB 155

Subject: HB208 and  SB155
Date: Mon, 31 Mar 2003 12:16:52 -0900 

From : mhamrick <bwanamike@ak.net>
To: Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Scolt_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us,

Senator_Gene_Theniault@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Hugh_Fate@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Beverly_Masek@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Carl_Gatto@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Cheryll_Heinze@legis.state.ak.us,
Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us, Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Kelly_Wolf@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_David_Guttenberg@legis.state.ak.us, 
Representative_Beth_Kerttula@legis.state.ak.us

Ladies and Gentlemen,
As President of Alaska's Kenai Peninsula Chapter of Safari Club 

International, I am representing well over a hundred people in requesting 
your support for HB208 and it's identical companion SB155.

1) This legislation is critical to rebuilding Alaska's wildlife populations.
Unit 13's moose population has dropped from 27,000 to 7,000 in a decade.
Unit 19D moose density has fallen from 3-4 per square mile to 1 per square
mile, a 75% reduction.

2) This legislation will allow science - not politics - to manage our 
wildlife populations. Scientifically based predator management plans have 
sat on the shelf for years because they included same day airborne. This 
legislation will help take them off the shelf and give the Board of Game and 
ADF&G the tools they need to start rebuilding Alaska's wildlife.

3) This is not a "fair chase" issue - this is a scientific management 
issue.

4) Predator management can only occur on a very small portion of Alaska's
lands - less than 10% - once mountains, urbanization, federal inertia, and
habitat conditions are factored in. Also, both predator and prey are 
protected by the law - they cannot be extirpated - contrary to false 
statements from animal rights groups.

Michael Hamrick 
President
Alaska's Kenai Peninsula Chapter of SCI
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SB 155

Subject: SB155
Date: Mon, 31 Mar 2003 10:36:58 -0900 

From : "cliff" <cjudkins@customcpu.com>
To: "Scott Ogan" <Senator_Scott_Ogan@Iegis.state.ak.us>

Senator Scott Ogan, We have been promising the people of McGrath and other areas of the state that we would 
take action to improve moose populations since 1995. So far all that has been done by the state is to monitor the 
decline of Moose populations and conduct more planning studies. I had thought, that, with a new, more 
progressive-pro-active Governor and a new more pro-active Board of Game, we would finally start to actually do 
something positive. In order to move forward with wolf control in Unit 19D we desperately need this legislation giving 
the state the authority to effectively reduce wolf numbers in the area. The Board of Game has done what we can, 
under the present population formulas; now we need the legislature to do its' part and pass this legislation so that we 
can actually take some pro-active (kill some wolves) measures to stop the decline of moose numbers in Game 
Management Unit 19D. As a member of the Board of Game, a past member and Chairman of the Matanuska Valley 
Fish and Game Advisory Committee, a life member of the AOC, as a 41 year resident of the State of Alaska, and as 
one of your most
faithful constituents and supporters I urge you to support SB155. Sincerely,Cliff Judkins
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SB 155

Subject: SB 155
D ate: Mon, 31 M ar 2003 08:43:22 -0900 

F rom : "Nina Faust" <fausbail@xyz.net>
To: <Senator_Ralp_Seekins@Iegis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>, 

<Senator_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Johnny_Ellis@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Senator_Hollis_French@legis.state.ak.us>

P.O. Box 2994<?xml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" /> 
Homer, AK 99603

March 31,2003

Senate Judiciary Committee 
Alaska State Senate 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Committee Members:

I am appalled at the Alaska Board of Game’s actions concerning predator control that 
recommends wolf and bear control for the McGrath and other areas. Most distressing are 
recommendations to use aerial means to eradicate predators. It is very obvious that some 
members of the BOG do not even have a scientific understanding of the value these animals 
have in a natural system, referring to them as "vermin”.

Alaska voters opposed “land and shoot” hunting in a statewide ballot initiative in 1996 and a 
referendum ir 2000. The BOG recommendations to allow members of the public to employ land 
and shoot wolf hunting within the Nelchina Basin northeast of Anchorage and certain other 
areas goes directly against the will of the citizens of Alaska.

Wildlife management is a complex issue, and there are many philosophical approaches to the 
management of ecosystems. A scientific approach should be the proper approach. Conceding 
to the Alaska Outdoor Council dominated Board of Game whose point of view favors predator 
control will lead to contentious, detrimental recommendations that ignore moderate hunters and 
those who appreciate other values of wildlife. Please listen to the citizens of Alaska who have 
consistently opposed aerial wolf hunting and turn down HB 208 and SB 155.

Sincerely,

Nina Faust
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PREDATOR CONTROL LEGISLATION, SB 155 &HB208

Subject: PREDATOR CONTROL LEG ISLA TIO N , SB 155 &HB208 
Date: Sat, 29 Mar 2003 12:52:18 -0900 

From : The Hamm Family <billhamm@gci.net>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.i.tate.ak.us

I w ish to lend  m y su p p o rt to  the p ro p o sed  S en a te  B ill 155 and  H o u se  B ill 2 0 8 .1 have  been  hun tin g  in  A lask a  fo r o v e r 30  years 
to  feed  m y fam ily. I have hun ted  p rim arily  in the u p p e r S u sitn a  V alley  and  ac ro ss  the ran g e  in  the M cG ra th  a rea . In re c e n t years 
the num bers o f  m oose have been  dw ind ling  m arked ly . W o lf  tracks can  be  seen  a lm o st ev e rw h ere , a lo n g  w ith th e  ske le ta l 
rem ains o f  th e ir w ork. D uring  all these years o f  hu n ting  in A laska , I h ave  n ev e r seen  a w o lf  c lo se  en o u g h  to  sh o o t it. R e ly in g  on  
co n v en tiona l hunting  m ethods w ill no t ad eq u a te ly  co n tro l th e  w o lf p o p u la tio n  becau se  they  a re  ju s t  too  w ary . T h e  o n ly  m ethod  
that has b een  p roven  e ffec tiv e  is aeria l hun ting . W e need  leg is la tion  a llo w in g  th is m ethod  to  be  u sed , u n d e r th e  o v e rs ig h t o f  the 
F ish  and  G am e D epartm ent.

W illiam  P. H am m  
4831 R e triev e r C ircle  
A ncho rage , A laska 99502
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HE 208 SB 155

Subject: HB 208 SB155
Date: Sat, 29 Mar 2003 01:16:34 -0900 

From : "Bruce Carter" <brucec@usibelli.com>
To: <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>,

<Senator_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us>, <Representative_Hugh_Fate@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Beverly_Masek@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Carl_Gatto@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_CheryIl_Heinze@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Keliy_Wolf@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_David_Guttenberg@legis.state.ak.us>,
<RepresentativeJBeth_Keittula@legis.state.ak.us>

To whom it may concern,

My name is Bruce Carter and I am writing to ask that you support these bills. I am the vice chair of the Middle 
Nenana River advisory committee and am familiar with these issues and how for the last 8 years the ADF&G has 
had it's hands tied by the former administration and legislature. I think this is the time to go forward with sound 
biological game management and this is your chance to do it or be a part in it. For too long now our 
game populations have been declining and outside interests have had to much of an influence on our 
game management. I ask that you please change the tides and allow our biologists to have the tools that they need 
to do their job.

Thank you and God Bless,

Bruce Carter 
Box 48
Healy, Ak 99743
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Oppose SB 208 Testimony

Subject: Oppose SB 208 Testim ony 
Date: Fri, 28 Mar 2003 16:53:57 -0900 

From : Leo & Dorothy Keeler < info@akvvildlife.com>
To: info@akwildlife.com

Dear Legislator,

My name is Dorothy Keeler. It’s hard to believe that this bill is not being considered in the 
1800’s, when the only good wolf was a dead wolf. Fortunately, the world population has 
become better educated since then, and we are counting on their revulsion of what this bill 
allows to end aerial predator control with a tourism boycott, just like it did in 1993.

My husband, Leo, was on the McGrath Adaptive Management Team, and has all the studies the 
Department paid for that DID NOT support predator control. We both felt it odd that none of 
those studies were posted on the ADF&G web site. Rest assured... the media can find them 
posted on ours. (http://www.akwildlife.com/McGrath.html)

John Blackstone from CBS News “Eye on America” covered our work to protect the McNeil River 
bears twice in 1995. He covered our work to protect the Toklat wolves in 1999, and stories of 
that effort are still posted on the CBS News web site.
(http://www.cbsnews.eom/stories/1999/11 /02/eveningnews/main68682.shtml) He stands ready 
to help us spread the word on this.

i am currently freelancing for CBS News. That’s why I have filmed, on TV quality broadcast 
video, every Board of Game meeting and testimony concerning this issue. That is why I filmed 
all testimony and discussion of SB 208 at the Legislative Information Office the afternoon of 
March 28th, and I will return to continue filming when testimony resumes Monday, March 31st. 
That is why we created a web site devoted to this issue (http://www.savetoklatwolf.com) and we 
have showcased it on four of our other web sites, two of which currently rival the daily traffic of 
the KTUU, Channel 2 web site. Since reason and logic have apparently been abandoned, we 
are fighting this with the only weapon left to us... world opinion.

Are you really prepared for the tourism boycott that your actions are leading to? This bill, if 
enacted, will launch a tourism boycott that will make the one in 1993 tame by comparison, 
crippling our fragile economy. Actually, due to the speed and reach of the Internet, and the 
studies by ADF&G did that prove that over hunting is the cause of the decline (just look at the 
bull/cow ratio in McGrath) I feel the outcome will be swifter and far more damaging.

Choosing to start predator control to increase moose numbers is like using DDT to increase crop 
yield... both are guaranteed to work for the short term, but the long-term consequences, both 
planned and unexpected, will not be worth the cost. The world-wide traveling public will see to 
that.

However, it’s not too late to avoid this fiasco. I urge you to vote accordingly.

Most sincerely,

Dorothy Keeler 

http://www.akwildlife.com/

1 o f 2 3/29/2003 10:27 AM

mailto:info@akvvildlife.com
mailto:info@akwildlife.com
http://www.akwildlife.com/McGrath.html
http://www.cbsnews.eom/stories/1999/11
http://www.savetoklatwolf.com
http://www.akwildlife.com/


samc-day-airbomc

Subject: sam e-day-airborne
D ate: Fri, 28 Mar 2003 10:28:56 -0600 

From : "Mike Fleagle" <fleagle@mcgrathalaska.net>
To: <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@Iegis.state.ak.us>, <Representative_Hugh_Fate@iegis.state.ak.us> 

CC: <Senator_Georgianna_Lincoln@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Senator_Thomas_Wagoner@Iegis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Fred_Dyson@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Senator_Ben_Stevens@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Kim_Elton@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Carl_Gatto@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Cheryll_Heinze@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Kelly_Wolf@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_David_Guttenberg@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative_Beth_Kerttula@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Senator Seekins and Representative Fate:

My name is Mike Fleagle, of McGrath, Alaska, and a proponent of predator management for the benefit of game 
populations. As you two might be aware, I have been involved in this issue for some time, both from a local level, 
and as a member of the Alaska Board of Game. I currently serve as chair of the BOG. I write this email from my 
personal perspective, however.

I applaud your efforts to change AS 16.05.783 to further allow private pilots to participate in predator reduction 
programs. I certainly support that. However, I am wondering if that will be enough, given the reluctance of past and 
present administrations to ever actually implement these programs. In light of the proposed "tourism boycott" if any 
program were to start, and the Alaska Wildlife Alliance's Dittman poll of the public wherein a strong majority of 
Alaskans oppose State-sponsored predator control, perhaps it is time to once again lift restrictions on the general 
public for general harvest using aircraft. We certainly have a "harvestable surplus" of wolves, and they should be 
allowed to be harvested.

I would like to propose that the Legislature remove "wolf" from AS 16.05.783 ((a) A person may not shoot or assist 
in shooting a free-ranging [wolf], wolverine, fox, or lynx the same day that a person has been airborne. However, the 
Board of Game may authorize a predator control program involving shooting from the air if...), thereby allowing 
wolves to once again be hunted by land-and-shoot methods across the state.

If that is too far-reaching (which I don't think it is, by the way), then an amendment to the statute that would once 
again allow land-and-shoot in "intensive management areas" as defined by the Board of Game.

I believe that once we have this technique returned as a tool for the public to participate in the harvest of wolves, 
the State would not have to consider predator control programs in the future. This certainly could be a win-win for all 
involved, except those that oppose killing of wolves by any method. We cou'd also ward off predator-pit situations 
and potential future wolf control programs that would not be implemented.

There is the danger of yet another citizen's initiative banning it, but hopefully the bill that your bodies are 
considering now to change the signature-gathering requirements would help in warding that off.

We cannot simply stand by and watch these moose populations across the state just dwindle away any longer. It
is high time to start protecting our right to kill and eat moose, and to support the economic benefit that non-resident
hunters bring to the Fish and Game fund and those involved in the guide industry.

I thank you for the opportunity to be heard. Thank ycu. Mike Fleagle
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Predator Control Please help!

Subject: P reda to r C ontro l Please help!
Date: Thu, 27 Mar 2003 03:19:35 +0000 

From : "Dave Hamilton" <dlh0@hotmail.com> 
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Mr. Ogan,

I have lived in Alaska for over 25 years and have seen an ever-increasing 
predation of caribou, sheep and moose by the rising bear and wolf 
populations. Wolves in particular have become a problem in many parts of the 
state. In the last 3 years around Fairbanks I've regultrly seen wolves while 
driving the Elliot and Steese highways, something that used to be consideed 
very rare. Last moose season I counted a pack of 8 at mile 69 on the Elliot 
and heard more. I've seen more wolves here in the interior in these past 3 
years than my other 22+ years in Alaska combined!

I still hunt moose and caribou, and used to enjoy going sheep hunting. 
However, long ago I quit going into the mountains after sheep due to the 
heavy toll predation was taking on the Dali sheep population. The final 
straw was what I observed during my last sheep hunt near Tok in '92.

After spending 2 days climbing to the tallest peak in my area looking for 
sheep sign, I found it. Sheep sign was there alright, and mixed in heavily 
were wolf tracks. Lots and lots of them. In fact I discovered tremendous 
amounts of wolf sign throughout that hunt, including numerous predation 
kills. I'd not have thought the wolf would go to such great heights (pun 
entended) to take prey. The sheep literally had nowhere else to go. I 
figured they had enough to worry about at that point and quit hunting them.

Like most sportsmen, I am all for wildlife conservation and protection, for 
ALL of the people. However, at some point we need to take an active roll in 
managing that resource, again, for ALL people.

Please let our wildlife resource folks manage our wildlife with the tools 
that work, regardless of the emotional outcry from ignorant, though possibly 
well meaning, anti-hunting groups. People who live in cities and don't hunt 
or even get out in nature have little, to no, idea how best to manage game 
populations. Even when you remove the human consumption factor, our caribou, 
moose and sheep need some help to recover healthy numbers once again.

Dave Hamilton 
POB 61415
Fairbanks, Alaska 99706 
(907)458-7190

Add photos to your e-mail with MSN 8. Get 2 months FREE*. 
http://j oin.msn.com/?page= features/featuredemail
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SB 155

Subject: SB 155
Date: Thu, 27 Mar 2003 20:24:32 -0900 

From : "Mark Gordon" <gordon@mtaonline.net>
To: <5enator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>, 

<Senator_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Senator

I strongly support HD 208. Effective predator control isn’t just a good thing to consider anymore. It has become 
critical in some areas, like GMUs 13 and 19.1 think many tools can be used, specifically bounties on wolves, but 
same day airborne is likely to be the tool which will be most effective the fastest.

This isn’t about “sport hunting”, or “fair chase”. This is reactive and iong overdue wildlife management. It’s time for 
Alaska lawmakers to act, disregarding the emotional ballot box biology funded and driven by Outside dreamers who 
just don’t have a clue.

Thanks.

Mark Gordon
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SB 155 and HB 208

Subject: SB 155 and  HB 208
Date: Wed, 26 Mar 2003 11:24:24 -0900 

From : "LesLee Solberg" <denaliviewbb@worldnet.att.net>
To: <senator_ralph_seekins@Iegis.state.ak.us>, <senator_scott_ogan@legis.state.ak.us>,

<senator_gene_therriault@legis.state.ak.us>, <representative_hugh_fate@legis.state.ak.us>, 
rep resen ta tive . beverly_masek@legis.state.ak.us>,
<representati ve_carl_gatto @ legis.state.ak. us>, 
<representative_cheryll_heinze@legis.state.ak.us>,
<representative_bob_Iynn@legis.state.ak.us>, <representative_carl_morgan@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<representative_kelly_wolf@legis.state.ak.us>,
<representative_david_guttenberg@legis.state.ak.us>, 
<representative_beth_kertula@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Alaskan Legislator,

I am emailing this to support the passage of SB 155 and HB 208 to authorize the airborne taking of predators if 
authorized by the Board of Game.

Over the past decade the ungulate populations decreased in a great many areas of Alaska such as units 13,16,19 
and 21, to name a few.

In our area near Talkeetna, we hardly see moose anymore because of the great increase of wolf numbers. 
Management is a tool to allow the numbers of ungulates to rebound and this management requires the most cost 
effecient way to reduce predation, that of airborne hunting.

Sincerely,

Norman Solberg 
32 yr resident of Alaska

Norman Solberg 
Denali View
HC89 Box 8360, 15669 East Coffee Lane 
Talkeetna, Alaska 99676 phone/fax 907-733-2778 
email: info@denaliview.com 
URL: http://www.denaliview.com
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Predator Management

Subject: P red a to r M anagem ent
Date: Wed, 26 Mar 2003 13:07:42 -0900 

From : Cheryl Whitney <wildalaska@gci.net>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Senator Ogan:

During the past thirty years I have had the opportunity to hunt, trap, and guide in Game Management Units 9,19, 
and 17.

During the past several years wolves and bears have devastated the ungulate population. As a Master Guide, the 
number of moose hunters I am now able tc take is a fraction of those in prior years. A loss of revenue for the State 
of Alaska, as well as our personal business.

Please return sound management of Alaska Game by supporting S. B. 155, which provides the Board of Game 
appropriate management tools to be used when necessary.

Thank you for your support.

Clark Whitney 
Master Guide #131 
Soldotna, Alaska
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SB 155

Subject: SB 155
Date: Wed, 26 Mar 2003 23:35:42 -0900 (AKST)

From : ggholt@webtv.net (Glen Holt)
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

D e a r  S e n a t o r  O g a n ;

I  l i v e  i n  t h e  M e a d o w  L a k e s  a r e a .  I  h a v e  a  c a b i n  u p  t h e  Y e n t n a  R i v e r  
t h a t  I  h o m e s t e a d e d ,  a n  o v e r  t h e  c o u n t e r  p a r c e l  I  l i v e d  o n  f r o m  8 3  t o  
1 9 8 9  t h i s  i s  i n  U n i t  1 6 B .  We h a d  p l e n t y  o f  m o o s e  b a c k  t h e n .  L a n d  a n d
s h o o t  w a s  l e g a l  f o r  t a k i n g  w o l v e s  a t  t h a t  t i m e .

L a n d  a n d  s h o o t  i s  a n  e f f e c t i v e  m e t h o d  o f  p r e d a t o r  c o n t r o l .

I  a m  a  R e g i s t e r e d  H u n t i n g  G u i d e .  My c o m p a n y  n a m e  i s  A l a s k a n  W o o d s m e n
H u n t i n g  A d v e n t u r e s .  PO B o x  5 2 1 2 8 8  B i g  L a k e ,  AK
9 9 6 5 2 ,

S i r ,  m o o s e  p o p u l a t i o n s  a r e  d o w n  a l l  o v e r  t h e  S t a t e .  T h i s  i s  i n  t h e  
f a c e  o f  m i l d  w i n t e r s  t h e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s .  W h i l e  b e a r  h u n t i n g  o n  t w o  
s e p e r a t e  t r i p s  i n  1 6 B  l a s t  f a l l  w e  c o u n t e d  1 0  w o l v e s .  I  s a w  n o  f r e s h  
m o o s e  t r a c k s  i n  2 5  d a y s  o f  h u n t i n g  a l o n g  t h e  r i v e r s .

M o s t  o f  t h e  w i l l o w  t h a t  m a k e s  u p  b r o w s e  f o r  m o o s e  i n  t h e  w i n t e r  t i m e  h a s  
g r o w n  u p  s o  m u c h  i t  i s  b e y o n d  t h e  m o o s e  a b i l i t y  t o  r e a c h  i t .  T h i s  i s  
c a u s e d  b y  a  l a c k  o f  m o o s e  b r o w s i n g  i t  d o w n  s o  i t  w i l l  r e g r o w .  W o l v e s  
a r e  h a m m e r i n g  t h e  m o o s e ,  s h e e p  a n d  t h e  f e w  c a r i b o u  l e f t  i n  t h e  c o u n t r y  
a l l  y e a r  l o n g .  T h e y  a r e  m u c h  h a r d e r  t o  c o n t r o l  p o p u l a t i o n  w i s e  t h a n  
b r o w n  b e a r s . A s o w  m i g h t  p r o d u c e  a  c u b  o r  t w o  e v e r y  o t h e r  y e a r  a t  t h e  
m o o s e .  A w o l f  b i t c h  c a n  p r o d u c e  6 o r  8 p u p s  e v e r y  y e a r .  S t e r i l i z a t i o n  
i s  p r e p o s t e r o u s .

P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  SB 1 5 5 .

P r e d a t o r  c o n t r o l  i s  p a r t  o f  a  v i a b l e  w i l d l i f e  m a n a g e m e n t  p r o g r a m .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  c o n s i d e r i n g  m y  a b i l i t y  t o  m a k e  a  l i v i n g  h e r e  i n  A l a s k a .

R e s p e c t f u l l y

G l e n  H o l t

3/27/2003 7:54 AM
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SB 155 and HB 208

Subject: SB 155 and  HB 208
Date: Wed, 26 M ar 2003 19:55:33 -0900 

From : "Anna Groff" <agroff@aptalaska.net>
To: <Senator_Ralph_Seekins_@legis.state.ak.us>, <Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us>, 

<Senator_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us>
CC: <Representative_Hugh_Fate@legis.state.ak.us>, 

<Representative_Beverly_Masek@Iegis.state.ak.us>, 
<Representative._Carl_Gatto@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representati ve_Cheryl I_Hei nze @ legi s .s tate.ak. us>,
<Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_Kelly_Wolf@legis.state.ak.us>,
<Representative_David_Guttenberg@legis.state.ak.us>,
"Representative Beth Kerttula" <Representative_Beth_Kerttula@legis.state.ak.us>

We have hunted m any rivers and land areas for moose in the last 45 years, and have watched a 
steady decline in moose and caribou population in all areas.

Please support Bills SB155 andH >B> 208 and not only sup p o rt "A irborne or same day a irbo rne  
taking of wolves in units 13 and 19D, bu t o ther areas of the state  as well.

W hen we go hunting  anym ore, about all we see are  wolf tracks and black bear tracks, and it is a 
sham e. Please do som ething about it now. It's  years to late as it is, to take this action, and will take 
years to build up the moose and  caribou population.
A nna G roff 
agroff@ aptalaska.net 
Phone: 907-983-3600
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Predator f'r ,tro l opposition

Subject: P red a to r control opposition 
Date: Wed, 26 Mar 2003 08:04:52 -0900 

From : Paul and Cecily Fritz <gulogulo@alaska.net>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us, Senator_Gene_Theniault@legis.state.ak.us

D e a r  S e n a t o r s ,

We a r e  w r i t i n g  y o u  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  SB 1 5 5 .  A s  e v i d e n c e d  b y  
r e p e a t e d  b a l l o t  m e a s u r e s  a n d  t h e  s u c c e s s f u l  e a r l y  1 9 9 0 s  t o u r i s m  b o y c o t t ,  
a  c l e a r  m a j o r i t y  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  i n  A l a s k a  a n d  O u t s i d e  o p p o s e  p r e d a t o r  
c o n t r o l .  W h y ?  I f  t h i s  m a j o r i t y  b e l i e v e s  a s  m y  h u s b a n d  a n d  1 d o ,  t h e y  
b e l i e v e  t h a t  h i g h  s p e e d  m e c h a n i z e d  p u r s u i t  a n d  s h o o t i n g  o f  p r e d a t o r s  i s  
g r o s s l y  u n f a i r  a n d  t h e r e f o r e  u n e t h i c a l .

My h u s b a n d  h a s  h u n t e d  a l l  h i s  l i f e  a n d  i s  c u r r e n t l y  p l a n n i n g  t h i s  f a l l ' s  
m o o s e  h u n t .  We r e a l i z e  h e  m a y  n o t  g e t  ' h i s '  m o o s e  a s  t h e r e  a r e  n o  
g u a r a n t e e s .  We d o  n o t  b e l o n g  t o  a n y  a n i m a l  r i g h t s  g r o u p s  n o r  h a v e  w e  
e v e r  e n g a g e d  i n  a n i m a l  r i g h t s  a c t i v i t i e s .  We a r e  n o t  i g n o r a n t  o f  
p r e d a t o r / p r e y  p o p u l a t i o n  c y c l e s ,  t h e  r a v a g e s  o f  s t a r v a t i o n ,  n o r  a r e  w e  
i g n o r a n t  o f  t h e  s a v a g e n e s s  w i t h  w h i c h  w i l d  p r e d a t o r s  d i s p a t c h  t h e i r  p r e y  
a n d  t h e i r  i m p a c t  n e w b o r n  m o o s e .  We a l s o  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  f o r  t h o u s a n d s  
o f  y e a r s  p r e d a t o r / p r e y  p o p u l a t i o n s  h a v e  f l u c t u a t e d  n a t u r a l l y  w i t h  l i t t l e  
o r  n o  h u m a n  i n f l u e n c e .

C o n t r a r y  t o  w h a t  o t h e r s  m a y  i m p l y ,  w e  d o  h a v e  c o m p a s s i o n  f o r  s u b s i s t e n c e  
u s e r s  d u r i n g  t i m e s  o f  s h o r t a g e .  We a l s o  r e a l i z e  t h a t  m a n y ,  p e r h a p s  
m o s t ,  i n d i v i d u a l s  l i v i n g  a  s u b s i s t e n c e  l i f e s t y l e  d o  s o  b y  c h o i c e .  A 
s u b s i s t e n c e  l i f e s t y l e  d o e s  n o t  g u a r a n t e e  t h e  a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  a  s p e c i f i c  
t y p e  o f  f o o d ,  o r  a n y  f o o d  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r .  I t  i s  a  c h a l l e n g i n g ,  
p e r h a p s  e v e n  r i s k y  l i f e s t y l e  a d o p t e d  b y  c h o i c e .

We a r e  n o t  w i l l i n g  t o  b a n k r u p t  o u r  v a l u e s  b y  l e t t i n g  a  n o i s y  m i n o r i t y  
g a i n  g o v e r n m e n t  s a n c t i o n  a n d / o r  s u p p o r t  t o  p u r s u e  u n e t h i c a l  p r a c t i c e s .
T h e r e  a r e  s o m e  a c t s ,  o r  p r o p o s e d  a c t s ,  t h a t  a s s a u l t  o u r  s e n s e  o f  e t h i c s ,  
f a i r n e s s  a n d / o r  m o r a l i t y  t o  s u c h  a  d e g r e e  t h a t  t h e y  c a n n o t  b e  j u s t i f i e d  
t h r o u g h  e c o n o m i c s ,  p r a c t i c a l i t y ,  s c i e n c e  o r  c o m p r o m i s e .  P r e d a t o r  
c o n t r o l  i n  t h e  f o r m  o f  l a n d - a n d - s h o o t ,  s h o o t i n g  f r o m  a i r c r a f t ,  o r  
s n o w m a c h i n e  p u r s u i t  i s  s u c h  a n  a c t .  P r o p o n e n t s  o f  p r e d a t o r  c o n t r o l  m a y  
n o t  a g r e e  w i t h  t h i s ,  s a y i n g  t h a t  ' f a i r  c h a s e '  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y ,  t h a t  
p r e d a t o r  c o n t r o l  i s  a  ' t o o l ' .  T h e y ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r e  i n  t h e  e x t r e m e  
m i n o r i t y  a n d  t h e y  a r e  w r o n g .  I f  t h e r e  i s  a  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  c l a u s e  t h a t  
g a m e  b e  m a n a g e d  f o r  m a x i m u m  s u s t a i n a b l e  h a r v e s t  a n d ,  f u r t h e r ,  r e q u i r e s  
u n e t h i c a l  p r a c t i c e s ,  t h a n  t h e  c o n s t i t u t i o n  n e e d s  c h a n g i n g .

A l a s k a  h a s  a  p r o u d  h u n t i n g  a n d  t r a p p i n g  h e r i t a g e .  We e x p e c t  A l a s k a n s  
a n d  o u t s i d e r s  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  f i s h ,  h u n t  a n d  t r a p  A l a s k a ' s  w i l d l i f e ,  
i n c l u d i n g  w o l v e s  a n d  b e a r s . We e x p e c t  t h a t  t h e s e  a c t i v i t i e s  a r e  d o n e  
w i t h  r e s p e c t  f o r  o u r  l a w s ,  f o r  t h e  g a m e  p e r s o n n e l  w h o  w o r k  h a r d  t o  
d e v e l o p  t h o s e  l a v / s  a n d  f o r  o u r  w i l d l i f e  r e s o u r c e s .  We e x p e c t  o u r  
l e a d e r s  t o  s h u n  u n e t h i c a l  p r o p o s a l s  t h a t  c e l e b r a t e  w i p i n g  o u t  ' v e r m i n ' .
We a s k  o u r  l e a d e r s  t o  a p p e a l  t o  o u r  h i g h e r  v a l u e s  o f  r e s p e c t ,  d e c e n c y  
a n d  c o m p a s s i o n  -  f o r  t h a t  i s  w h a t  m a k e s  u s  g r e a t .

G r o s s l y  u n f a i r ,  u n e t h i c a l  p r e d a t o r  c o n t r o l  p r o p o s a l s  s u c h  a s  t h o s e
p r e v i o u s l y  i d e n t i f i e d  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  m e e t  w i t h  s t i f f  o p p o s i t i o n .
P e r s o n s  s u c h  a s  o u r s e l v e s ,  w h o  w o u l d  r e a l l y  r a t h e r  g o  b a c k  t o  l u r k i n g ,  
w i l l  h a v e  t o  g e t  m o r e  i n v o l v e d .  We w i l l  b e g i n  b y  n o t i f y i n g  f a v o r e d  
h o t e l s ,  B & B s , t o u r  g r o u p s  a n d  r e s t a u r a n t s  t h a t  t h e y  w i l l  n o  l o n g e r
b e n e f i t  f r o m  o u r  r e p e a t e d  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n s  b e c a u s e  w e  w i l l  b e  e n c o u r a g i n g
o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  f a m i l i e s  t o  j u s t  s t a y  h o m e .

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

mailto:gulogulo@alaska.net
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Gene_Theniault@legis.state.ak.us
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sb 155 and lib 208

Subject: sb l55  and  hb 208
Date: Tue, 25 Mar 2003 22:28:57 -0800 (PST)

From : John Thies <chefjdt@yahoo.com>
To: Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us

P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  t h e s e  b i l l s .  T h a n k  y o u ,  J o h n  T h i e s  A n c h o r a g e ,  AK

Do y o u  Y a h o o ! ?
Y a h o o !  P l a t i n u m  -  W a t c h  C B S '  NCAA M a r c h  M a d n e s s ,  l i v e  o n  y o u r  d e s k t o p !  
h t t p : / / p l a t i n u m . y a h o o . c o m

1 o f 1 3/26/2003 8:18 AM
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wolf control

Subject: wolf control
Date: T u e , 25 M a r  2003 21:26:21 -0900 

From: "G re g  P e p p e rd "  < p e p p e rd @ a la s k a .n e t>
T o :  < S e n a to r_ S c o t t_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s >

Honorable Legislators:

I strongly support H.B. 208 and S.B. 155 as introduced into the legislature and I applaud your courage for taking a 
tough stand on the issue of predator/ prey management. Previous administrations have lacked that courage and 
forced us to idly watch as our game herds have been decimated by uncontrolled wolf populations. As a 30+ year 
hunter and pilot, I can assure you that our game herds are in need of immediate help. Ironically, the misguided 
actions of so-called animal-rightists are affecting not only moose and caribou populations, but they threaten healthy 
wolf populations as their prey base dwindles to an all time low.

This is not about "fair chase," even though our opposition would like to say that it is. A properly executed program of 
predator control will have definite goals and levels of reduction crafted by knowledgeable ADF&G biologists. I believe 
that those same biologists could have changed the outcome of the 2000 initiative had they not been silenced by our 
former governor and his commissioner of F&G. While that election was plagued with lies, emotional hype and does 
not necessarily reflect the vote of an adequately informed public, it has no bearing in the actions considered here as 
we talking about a bonafied predator control program. I fully support the concept of using public participation to 
implement predator control as a means of controlling state costs. Recruiting only individuals with past experience 
would be both effective and eliminate the perception of a mass free-for-all. Airborne or land-and-shoot hunting 
methods are without a doubt the most effective way to take wolves. If Trappers and snowmachiners were adequate, 
the wolf problem wouldn't exist. Another suggestion discussed by our Advisory Committee would be to remove 
wolves from their big game status and classify them only as predator and furbearer.

Unfortunately, as we discuss GMU areas 13,16, & 19, there are many other areas in the state where game 
populations are suffering from heavy predation as well. Passage of these bills will insure that the ADF&G and BOG 
will have the tools necessary to cope with these areas as needed. Our game managers should have the right 
and support to manage wildlife proactively instead of reactively. Little good does it do to close the barn doors after 
the cows have already escaped!

Please pass these two bills as quickly as possible. Thank you for your support and effort.

Respectively yours,

Greg Pepperd
Member, Matanuska Valley Fish and Game Advisory Committee

3/26/2003 8:18 AM

mailto:pepperd@alaska.net
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SB 15S and HB 208

Subject: SB 155 and HB 208
Date: T u e , 25 M a r  2003 21:05:41 -0000 

From: "W a y n e  K u b a t "  < a rg s@ m ta o n lin e .n e t>
To: < S e n a to r_ R a lp h _ S e e k in s @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s > , < S e n a to r_ S c o t t_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > ,

< S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > , < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a t to @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C h e ry l l_ H e in z e @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B o b _ L y n n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p r e s e n ta t iv e _ K e l ly _ W o lf@ Ie g is .s t a t e .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ D a v id _ G u t te n b e rg @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e r t tu la @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s >

Matanuska/Susitna Valley Fish & Game AdvisoryCommittee

W a y n e  K u b a t , C h a i r  

P O  B o x  8 7 4 8 6 7  

W a s i l la ,  A la s k a  9 9 6 8 7  

ph . &  fa x : 3 7 6 - 9 5 6 8

e m a i l: a rg s@ m ta o n lin e .n e t  m a i lt o :a rg s @ m ta o n lin e .n e t

March 24th, 2003 

Dear Legislators,

It seems lately, that the bulk of management efforts by ADF&G and the BOG, has been spent on restrictions to see 
who gets the last sheep or moose, after populations have severely declined due to a lack of predator and prey 
management. Resident, non-resident and subsistence user groups have been divided and fight amongst each other. 
Hunters have lost opportunity, anti hunting groups have gained momentum - often under the false guise of watchable 
wildlife, and the wildlife resource has suffered greatly. Our committee is very encouraged with the knowledge, and 
experience of the current BOG members, and with Governor Murkowski's commitment to managing our wildlife 
resources for abundance using sound science.

We would like to see aggressive action to help rebuild struggling ungulate populations as quickly as possible.
People in the valley have a long history of filling their freezers with wild meat, and we want that tradition to continue. 
Our committee feels that ethical and fair chase hunting and harvesting techniques should always be used first to 
manage predators and prey. However, if these measures and reasonable hunting seasons and bag limits cant keep 
predators and prey ratios in check, the use of "cost effective" and "species specific" strategies that can be stopped 
quickly when goals are met need to be implemented.

In the case of wolves, we think that "same day airborne -- land-and-shoot" or "aerial shooting" "control" programs in 
which the public participates to reduce state costs are the most practical options.
We support SB 155 and HB 208 that would allow the Board of Game to authorize a predator management program 
involving airborne or same day airborne taking of predators if approved by ADF&G. Especially in GMU 13,19D, 
and16B. Thank you!

Sincerely,
Matanuska Valley Fish and Game Advisory Committee

l of 2
m

3/26/2003 8:19 AM

mailto:args@mtaonline.net
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Hugh_Fate@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Beverly_Masek@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Carl_Gatto@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Cheryll_Heinze@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Kelly_Wolf@Iegis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_David_Guttenberg@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Beth_Kerttula@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:args@mtaonline.net
mailto:args@mtaonline.net




Predalor Control Bills

Subject: Predator Control Bills
Date: T u e , 25 M a r  2003 15:17:33 -0900 

From: "M ik e  K ra m e r "  < m ik e k @ a la s k a la w .c o m >
To: < S e n a to r_ S c o t t_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > , < S e n a to r _ R a lp h _ S e e k in s @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s > , 

< S e n a to r_ S c o t t_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > , < S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > , 
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > , 
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > , 
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a t to @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > , 
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C h e ry l l_ H e in z e @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > , 
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B o b _ L y n n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > , 
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ Ie g is .s t a te .a k .u s > , 
< R e p r e s e n ta t iv e _ K e l ly _ W o lf@ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s > , 
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ D a v id _ G u t te n b e rg @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > , 
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e r t tu la @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s >

I support passage of SB 155 and HB 208 to restore prey populations.

3/25/2003 6:13 PM
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SB 155,HB 208

Subject: SB 155,HB 208
Date: T u e , 2 5  M a r  2 0 0 3  1 9 :5 3 :4 3  - 0 5 0 0  (E S T )

From: "P a t  M c G ra w "  < p .m c g ra w @ e x c ite .c o m >

I support both these bills and would like to see you support them. I believe this 
kind of action is past due and Fish and Game needs the extra tools to accomplish 
their mission. Please help our game populations recover as soon as possible.

Thank You,
Sincerely,
Neil P. McGraw
1431 Westmoreland Avenue
Fairbanks, Alaska 99712

Join Excite! - http://www.excite.com 
The most personalized portal on the Web!

3/25/2003 6:13 PM
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SB 155 & HB 208

Subject: SBT155 & HB 208
Date: M o n , 2 4  M a r  2 0 0 3  1 0 : 0 9 :3 7  - 0 9 0 0  

From: "G ra h a m , J o h n "  < G R A H A M J @ a la s k a .c o f fm a n .c o m >
To: ' " S e n a to r_ R a lp h _ S e e k in s@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s " ' < S e n a to r_ R a lp h _ S e e k in s @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s > , 

" 'S e n a to r_ S c o t t _ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < S e n a to r_ S c o t t _ O g a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > , 
" 'S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s '"  < S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > , 
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s >. 
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ le g is .s t a  
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a t to @ le g is .s ta tc .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a t to @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s >  
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C h e ry lI_ H e in z e @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C h e ry l l_ H e in z e @ le g is .s t a  
’ "R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B o b _ L y n n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B o b _ L y n n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > , 
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k  
" 'R e p r e s e n ta t iv e _ K e l ly _ W o lf@ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s ' "  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ K e l ly _ W o lf@ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s  
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ D a v id _ G u t te n b e rg @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ D a v id _ G u t te n b e rg @ le | 
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e r t tu la @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e r t tu la @ le g is .s ta te .<  

C C :  " 'e a s ju m p @ m ta o n lin e .n e t '"  < e a s ju m p @ m ta o n lin e .n e t> ,
" H o l l i s ,  H a ro ld "  < H O L L IS @ a la s k a .c o f fm a n .c o m >

Representatives and Senators,
I live in Palmer, Ak. and spend a considerable amount of time hunting and fishing in Units 13 and 16. In the last 
several years the moose population has crashed so bad that to find a legal moose to harvest is very difficult. We all 
know that wolves are the major reason for lack of moose.
SB 155 and HB 208 are the first step in getting things back in balance. Please let ADF&G folks do what they are 
trained to do, manage Alaska fish and game.Vote yes on this bill before you. Thank you for your time.
Sincerely, John D. Graham
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I support predator control

Subject: I support predator control 
Date: M o n , 2 4  M a r  2 0 0 3  0 9 : 5 0 : 4 2  - 0 9 0 0  

From: "G ra h a m , M a rk "  < G R A H A M @ a la s k a .c o f fm a n .c o m >
To: ' " S e n a to r_ R a lp h _ S e e k in s@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s " ' < S e n a to r_ R a lp h _ S e e k in s @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s > , 

" 'S e n a to r_ S c o t t _ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < S e n a to r_ S c o t t_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > , 
" 'S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s '"  < S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > , 
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s >. 
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ le g is .s t a  
'"R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a i i_ G a t to @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s " ' < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a t to @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s >  
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C h e ry ll_ H e in z e @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C h e ry ll_ H e in z e @ le g is .s t a  
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B o b _ L y n n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B o b _ L y n n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > , 
' " R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s " ' < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k  
' " R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ K e l ly _ W o lf@ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s " '  < R e p r e s e n ta t iv e _ K e l ly _ W o lf@ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s  
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ D a v id _ G u t te n b e rg @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ D a v id _ G u ite n b e rg @ le ^  
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e it tu la @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e r t tu la @ le g is .s ta te .£

Hello
Please pass legislation in support of Predator control. I have faith in
ADF&G's ability to properly manage our fish and wildlife resource.
I ask for your support of SB 155 and HB 208.
Thanks
Mark Graham

Mark A. Graham, L.C.
Coffman Engineers, Inc.
800 F Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501
907-276-6664
907-276-5042 fax
visit our Web site at www.Coffman.com
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SB 155/HB208

Subject: SB 155/HB208
Date: M o n , 24 M a r  2003 07:37:19 -0900 

From: "B e t ty  R e d fe m "  < b re d fe m @ w o r ld n e t .a t t .n e t>
To: < S e n a to r_ S c o t t _ O g a n @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s >

Attention: Senator Ogan

We are in complete Support of SB 155 of HB 208.

This Legislation would give the Board of Game and ADF&G the tools to balance the predator-pray ratio and is critical 
to rebuilding Alaska's Wildlife population.

Thank you

Roger Redfem, President
Interior Alaska Airboaters Association, Inc.
4640 Dale Rd.
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
TEL/FAX (907) 479-6732 - (907) 479-6073

mailto:bredfem@worldnet.att.net
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


SB 155

Subject: SB 155
Date: M o n , 24 M a r  2003 08:56:26 -0900 

From: "H a m s le y , L a r r y  E ."  < lh a m s le y @ a c s a la s k a .c o m >
To: ' " S e n a to r_ S c o t t _ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s " ' < S e n a to r_ S c o t t _ O g a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s >

Dear Senator Ogan,

I am in support of any legislation that will allow Alaska's game to be 
managed biologically and scientifically. Predator control is the first step. 
Alaska is not a petting zoo or a huge wildlife viewing state. We live here, 
pay taxes and support our communities year round. Please increase the 
momentum being gained in the process of predator control. I am totally in 
support of SB 155 and H3 208

Sincerely, 

Larry Hamsley

This transmittal may contain confidential information intended solely for 
the addressee. If you are not the intended recipient, you are hereby 
notified that you have received this transmittal in error; any review, 
dissemination, distribution or copying of this transmittal is strictly 
prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, please notify 
us immediately by reply or by telephone (collect at 907-564-1000) and ask to 
speak with the message sender. In addition, please immediately delete this 
message and all attachments. Thank you.

lofl 3/24/2003 11:53 AM
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MINT, Limited 
P.O. Box 309 

McGrath, Alaska 99627

March 24,2003

To ITie Alaska State Legislature:

MTI'TT is a for profit pillage corporation consolidated in 1976 from ti 
MGrath, Takotm. Nikolai and Telida and has 356 shareholders. All f 
communities rely heavily on harvested game. Nothing is more impor. 
the availability o f a healthy moose population for subsistence harvest.

SUBJECT: SB 155

e villages of 
fpur of these 

ant to our area than

In order to satisfy the Sustained Yield clause o f the Alaska Constitution, action must be 
taken,

i

I
Our area has been involved in this wildlife issue since 1995 when the State Board of 
Game addressed our concerns about an unhealthy predator to prey ratib and found 
biological data supporting these local statements. In 1995 the Board ojf Game passed 
a Predator Control Program. In 1996 our area petitioned the Board of Game to move up 
implementation of the iprogram from 1997 to 1996 and our petition was granted based on 
sound science. Governor Knowles did not allow that program to commence.

In 2QOO, the McGrath Area managed to get help from Sen. Pete Kelly *jnd Sen. Halford. 
Passage of SB74 occurred in 2000. It was vetoed by the Governor and the legislature did 
an over ride. There were just a few months before public referendum t 
Not long enough to malm any difference in local efforts.

x>k that law away.

Our moose numbers continued their downward spiral while studies havjs come and gone, 
emotional and biological arguments in the public form have come and gone and continue, 
and local trappers in ouir area continue to do whac they can to balance tl eeco system in 
19D aist independent of state politics. If there have been any gains in t le field, the credit 
must go to the local citissemy.

We are in support o f SB 155: "An Act relating to hunting on the same otey airborne; and 
provid ing for an effective date." i

We do support giving the Board of Game authority to institute a predator control program 
involvi rig airborne or same day airborne shooting. Due to our area's topography and/or 
geography airborne or saime day airborne shooting is necessary to accomplish a 
successful game management program authorized by the Board o f Game.

The Board of Game has made written Endings based on prey population objectives. It is 
well documented in our area that predation is an important factor contributing to a low or



declining prey population and it is believed that a reduction of predation can reasonably
be expected to result in aiding an increase in the moose population and in arresting the 
decline of the moose population.

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call. Your support o f  the passage of 
this bill would be appreciated.

Thank you,

_ n .\ v O « V A V /  \
President Melbdy Ma^jnuson-Strick 
MTNT, Limited



SB 155 and HB 208 - In support of

Subject: SB 155 and HB 208 - In support of 
Date: M o n , 2 4  M a r  2 0 0 3  0 9 : 1 4 :1 0  - 0 9 0 0  

F' om: " H o l l i s ,  H a ro ld "  < H O L L IS @ a la s k a .c o f fm a n .c o m >
To: " 'S e n a to r_ R a lp h _ S e e k in s@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < S e n a to r_ R a lp h _ S e e k in s @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s > , 

,’ ,S e n a to r_ S c o t t_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s " 1 < S e n a to r_ S c o t t_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > , 
,"S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s " , < S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > , 
'" R e p re s e n ta t iv e _H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s " ' < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s >. 
'"R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ le g is .s ta  
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a t to @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a t to @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s >  
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C h e ry ll_ H e in z e @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C h e ry ll_ H e in z e @ le g is .s ta  
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B o b _ L y n n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B o b _ L y n n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > , 
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k . 
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ K e l ly _ W o lf@ lc g is .s t a te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ K e l ly _ W o lf@ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s  
'"R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ D a v id _ G u t te n b e rg @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s " ' < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ D a v id _ G u t te n b e rg @ le j 
" 'R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e r t tu Ia @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s '"  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e r t tu la @ le g is .s ta te .£

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It has been brought to my attention that legislation in support of predator 
control has been introduced into the legislature in the form of SB 155 and 
HB 208.

I urge you to pass this legislation to put wildlife management and the 
control of predators back into the hands of ADF&G. Our wildlife populations 
are being devastated by predators, particularly wolves, and sensible 
management needs to be restored. Please enact the legislation that enables 
our wildlife managers to do their jobs.

Thank you.

Harold L. Hollis, P.E.
Coffman Engineers, Inc.
800 F Street 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
907/276-6664 
907/276-5042 Fax 
hollis@alaska.coffman.com 
wvw.coffman.com

l o f l 3/24/2003 11:53 AM
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SB 155 AND HB 208

Subject: SB 155 AND HB 208
Date: M o n , 24 M a r  2003 09:37:05 -0900 

From: ben  b a rc la y  < b e n b a rc la y @ g c i .n e t>
To: S e n a to r_ R a lp h _ S e e k in s @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s , S e n a to r_ S c o t t_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s ,

S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s , R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a t to @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C h e ry l l_ H e in z e @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s ,
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B o b _ L y n n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s , R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s , 
R e p r e s e n t a t iv e _ K e l ly _ W o lf@ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ D a v id _ G u t te n b e rg @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e r t tu la @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s

Ladies and Gentlemen,

It has been brought to my attention that legislation in support of predator 
control has been introduced into the legislature in the form of SB 155 and 
HB 208.

I urge you to pass this legislation to put wildlife management and the 
control of predators back into the hands of ADF&G. Our wildlife populations 
are being devastated by predators, particularly wolves, and sensible 
management needs to be restored. Please enact the legislation that enables 
our wildlife managers to do their jobs.

Thank you.

Ben Barclay, P.E.

1 o f l 3/24/2003 1:43 PM
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Predator Control: SB 155 and HB 208 - In support of

Subject: Predator Control: SB 155 and HB 208 - In support of 
Date: M o n , 2 4  M a r  2 0 0 3  1 9 :1 0 :5 7  - 0 9 0 0  

From: "E liz a b e th  S h in e "  < ls h in e l5 @ h o tm a i l .c o m >
To: S e n a to r_ R a lp h _ S e e k in s @ le g is .s t a ie .a k .u s , S e n a to r_ S c o t t _ O g a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s ,

S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , 
R e p re s a n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ Ie g is .s ta te .a k .u s ,
R e p re s e n ta t i v e _ C a r l_ G a t to  @  le g is .s ta te .a k .u s

From: T.J. Shine
P.O. Box 874895
Wasilia, AK 99687
907/376-5975
easj ump@mtaonline.net

Ladies and Gentlemen,
Twenty five years of personal experience have shown me the awful 
consequences of deferred predator control in GMU's 13+16. Wolves especially 
have decimated game populations and proliferate unchecked.

Please pass this legislation which allows our Wildlife Professionals to act 
on their management decisions. The current predator/prey imbalance is a 
tragic problem for many Alaskans. It cries out to you for a solution.

Thank you

Add photos to your messages with MSN 8. Get 2 months FREE*, 
http://join.msn.com/?page=features/featuredemail

3/25/2003 7:26 AM
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From the desk of
B u d d  G o o d y e a r ,  BA, MLA, MSM March 24, 2003

Sen . Sco tt Ogan 
S ta te  C ap ito l, Rm  103 
J u n e a u , AK 9 9 8 0 1 1 1 8 2  
Fax: 9 0 7 -4 6 5 -3 2 6 5

Sen. Ogan , I s u p p o rt p re d a to r c o n tro l fo r  U n it 13. The m oose  and  c a rib ou  p op u la t io n s  in 
th a t u n it have been a lm o s t to ta lly  destroyed  bu y  the w o lves and  b row n bea rs . I 
u n d e rs ta n d  th a t the  A la ska  Gam e B oa rd  needs leg is la tion  passed  su pp o rtin g  its  dec is ions 
on  m a tte rs  o f  p red a to r c o n tro l b ecause  o f  in te rfe rence from  p re se rv a tion is ts . I s u p p o rt 
th a t leg is la tion .

SB  1 5 5  and  HB 2 0 8  sh ou ld  do the  jo b . P lease give these  m easu re s  y o u r  fu ll 
c on s id e ra tion . In add ition  to  the  b ills  as w ritten  I w ou ld  like  to  see a  b ou n ty  p laced  on  
w olves in U n it 13. F u rth e r , in  U n it 13 and  o th e r u n its  w ith  b e a r p rob lem s , a  h u n te r 
s h ou ld  n o t be p rosecu ted  fo r  sh oo ting  a  sow  b row n b ea r w ith cu b s  if the  cub s  are 
recovered a live and  adop ted  ou t. Th is change c o u ld  be tem p o ra ry  u n t i l the bea rs  a re  
u n d e r con tro l.

Now a  n o te  ab ou t the p re se rva tion is ts . In  1 97 3  the  N a tiona l W ild life 's pub lic a tion , 
"C on se rva tion  New s,” repo rted  th a t a  s tu d y  had revea led  tha t 8 0  percen t o f th e  peop le 
liv ing in New Y o rk  C ity  w ere n eu ro tic  because they  chose  to  live in a  la rge  c ity  aw ay from  
con ta c t w ith  the n a tu ra l w orld . T h irty  y ea rs  la te r—tod ay—it seem s lik e ly  to m e th a t these 
n eu ro tic  peop le have becom e psychotic . W hen it com es to  m anag ing  w ild life , we—th is  
c o u n try—th is  sta te—sh ou ld  NOT lis ten  to  peop le w ho give them se lves a n  em otion a l 
hand icap  on  the is su e  by  liv ing in large cities.

Sen. Ogan , there a re  severa l c u ltu ra l w a rs  ongo ing  in th is  c o u n try  besides the  ones in 
th is  state . You can see the  ba ttle  lines by lo o k in g  a t the  red and  b lu e  m ap  o f  the 
geographic a reas  ca rried  by P residen t B u s h  in th e  la s t e lec tion . The b a tt le  lin e s  a re  
a ro u n d  large c ities , p laces where the in h ab itan ts  have lo s t  tou ch  w ith  the  rea l w o rld . The 
s tench  o f soph is tic a tion  an d  e litism  com ing  from  la rge  c ities is s icken ing .

B est R ega rds ,

B u d d  G oodyea r

P. O . B o x  8 7 0 2 7 4 , W a s illa , AK 9 9 6 8 7 - 0 2 7 4
/r .r



SB 155 & HB 208

Subject: SB 155 & HB 208
Date: S u n , 2 3  M a r  2 0 0 3  2 0 : 2 5 :5 5  - 0 9 0 0  

From: "Je an n e tte  J am e s "  < u s u a l@ p t ia la s k a .n e t>
To: "R a lp h  S e e k in s "  < S e n a to r_ R n lp h _ S e e k in s@ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s > ,

"H u g h  F a te "  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > ,
" B e v e r ly  M a s e k "  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
"C a r l G a t to "  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a t to @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > ,
"C h e ry l l H e in z e "  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C h e ry l l_ H e in z e @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
" B o b  L y n n "  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B o b _ L y n n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
"C a r l M o rg a n "  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
" K e l ly  W o l f "  < R e p r e s e n ta t iv e _ K e l ly _ W o lf@ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s > ,
" D a v id  G u tte n b e rg "  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ D a v id _ G u t te n b e rg @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > ,
"B e th  K e r t t u la "  < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e r t tu la @ le g is .s t a te .u s .a k > ,
"S c o t t  O g a n "  < S e n a to r_ S c o t t_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > ,
"G e n e  T h e r r ia u lt "  < S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s >

Thanks to the sponsors of SB155 and HB 208 which would authorize a predator management program involving 
airborne or same day airborne taking of predators if approved by ADF&G.

It is about time we have the authority to meaningfully manage predators for the management of predator/prey 
populations.

The most critical of all areas are Unit 13 and 19D, however it is important that we manage our resources in a 
meaningful way statewide. All the testimony I heard over the years from folks who are knowledgeable on this issue 
of airborne taking of predators, and my own eighth grade science tell me that this is the most effective way to 
implement control of wolves as predators.

I understand that there are some who don't believe in predator control at all and would prefer some other methods 
that my study indicates are not really effective. But most biologists I have talked to, say from the air is the only way 
to do it successfully.

A very small percentage of the moose population is taken by hunters, both subsistence and other. Moose is an 
important food source for many Alaskans, and particularly those who live off the road system.

I urge you to quickly vote to pass these bills out of committee and to the floor. I trust that you will be able to get 
sufficient votes in both houses so that one of these bills might make a beeline to the third floor for the Governors 
signature Sooner is better than later.

Thank you for your efforts.

Jeannette James
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HB 208 and SB 155 ***SUPPORT***

Subject: HB 208 and SB 155 ***SUPPORT***
Date: S u n , 23 M a r  2003 21:07:19 -0900 

From: "S p o tm o m "  < s p o tm o m @ m ta o n lin e .n e t>
To: < s p o tm o m @ m ta o n lin e .n e t>

We are in full support of both same day airborne and from the air predator control. We need predator control in 
many game management units to get the balance back and increase the moose populations for those of us who 
would like to return to our normal areas for taking moose to fill the freezer. Our last caribou hunt into unit 13 we 
spent 6 days in the field and saw only 2 moose and a handful of caribou. We used to wake up to dozens of moose 
around the tent.

People who complain about this not being "fair chase" are misguided and uninformed. OF COURSE this is not "fair 
chase"! The object is to reduce the number of wolves, not play with them. The fastest and easiest way is the best 
way and would ultimately save the state money by getting the program done and over with as quickly as possible.

Human beings are part of the scheme of nature, also. We are as much a predator as the wolf and bear. Some 
people have gotten too far from these roots. To those of us who are still living off game meat, keeping game 
populations healthy (so there is enough for us andthe wolves and bears) is very important. There is no reason to 
have the boom and bust cycles in game populations. Keeping predators in check, in the most efficient manner, will 
keep things good for all of us.

Sincerely,

Rodney J. Herrin and 

Cathy L. Herrin 

P.O. Box 2451 

Palmer, AK, 99645

3/24/2003 7:31 AM
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Predator Control

Subject: Predator Control
Date: S u n , 2 3  M a r  2 0 0 3  0 8 : 2 0 :5 3  - 0 9 0 0

From: "D o u g  F re d e r ic k  /  S p o r tsm e n s  P a ra d is e "  < d fre d e r ic k @ s ta rb a n d .n e t>
To: < S e n a to r_ R a lp h _ S e e k in s @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s > , < S e n a to r_ S c o t t_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > ,

< S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e m a u lt@ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > , < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > , 
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > , 
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a t to @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > , 
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C h e ry ll_ H e in z e @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B o b _ L y n n  @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s> ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ K e l ly _ W o lf@ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ D a v id _ G u t te n b e rg @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e r t tu la @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s >

I've lived in alaska for over 50 years and one thing that I have learned is we have to have predator control. When my 
folks came to Alaska in the 40's there were very few moose and caribou and sheep. The goverment implemmented 
a predator control, airborn hunting, bounty on wolves and coyotes and others. Within a few years we had an 
abundance of moose, sheep and caribou. We have some very knowledgeable biologist and advisory committies. 
Shieffield took away the voice of the advisory committies and the biologist in favor of the ANTI's.
We need to get back control of our management of wildlife and the recommendations of our biologist and advisory 
committies. It has been proven time and again that the only effective means of wolf control is by local pilots.
Thank You 
Doug Frederick

I of 1 3/24/2003 7:29 AM

mailto:dfrederick@starband.net
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Gene_Themault@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Hugh_Fate@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Beverly_Masek@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Carl_Gatto@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Cheryll_Heinze@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Kelly_Wolf@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_David_Guttenberg@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Beth_Kerttula@legis.state.ak.us


Predator control

Subject: Predator control
Date: S u n , 2 3  M a r  2 0 0 3  1 8 :0 5 :2 3  - 0 9 0 0  

From: D a v id  O a th o u t < d o a th o u t@ g c i .n e t>
To: S e n a to r _ R a lp h _ S e e k in s @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s , S e n a to r_ S c o t t_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s  

C C :  S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s

Dear Senator

I have hunted in unit 13 for 29 years. I have seen a steady decline in Moose and Caribou populations while 
predators have steadily increased in numbers. One year I climbed up a mountain side and with binoculars counted 
almost 200 cow moose, and saw only three yearling calves. I have no doubt that hunters didn’t kill the calves, 
predators did. That was 1990. Last year from the same mountain side I was able to count 6 cows and no calves. We 
did encounter several bears and 3 calf kill sites two of them twins. We saw some wolves about 4 miles away across 
the river and heard them at night close to our camp.

Anyone with a lick of sense will understand this problem started when land and shoot regulations were put in to 
effect. Wolves are incredibly hard to hunt on foot. I defy anyone to tell me they are effective in hunting wolves this 
way.

This is not a “fair chase” issue. This is a game management issue.

Please support Land and shoot regulations. Then we need to get the job done before the fools can vote our hunting 
rights away again.

Thanks

David M. Oathout 

3521 Glenn Don Circle 

Anchorage, Alaska 

99504
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Subject:
Date: S u n , 2 3  M a r  2 0 0 3  1 4 :4 1 :4 3  - 0 9 0 0  

From: B a rn e y  &  D e b b ie  < b a rd e b @ g c i .n e t>
To: S e n a to r_ S c o t t_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , S e n a to r_ R a Ip h _ S e e k in s @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s ,

S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ Ie g is .s ta te .a k .u s , R e p r e s e n ta t iv e _ K e l ly _ W o lf@ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ D a v id _ G u t te n b e rg @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C h e ry l l_ H e in z e @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s ,
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s , R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a t to @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B o b _ L y n n @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e r t tu la @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s

Senator Seekins and Representative Bud Fate introduced identical legislation (SB 155 and HB 208) that allows the 
Board of Game to authorize a predator management program involving airborne or same day airborne taking of 
predators if approved by ADF&G.

1) This legislation is critical to rebuilding Alaska's wildlife populations. Unit 13's moose population has dropped from
27,000 to 7,000 in a decade. Unit 19D moose density has fallen from 3-4 per square mile to 1 per square mile, a 
75% reduction.

2) Predator management plans passed years ago have sat on the shelf because they included same day airborne. 
This legislation will help take them off the shelf and give the Board of Game and ADF&G the tools they need to start 
rebuilding Alaska's wildlife.

3) This is not a "fair chase" issue - this is a scientific management issue. We need to give the ADF&G and Board of 
Game the tools they need to balance predator-prey relations - and provide opportunities for human harvest.

4) Predator management can only occur on a very small portion of Alaska's lands - less than 10% - once mountains, 
urbanization, federal inertia, and habitat conditions are factored in. Also, both predator and prey are protected by the 
law - they cannot be extirpated - contrary to false statements from animal rights groups.

I fully support SB 155 and HB 208 and would also like to see that the Department of Fish & Game be allowed to 
make game management decissions. The State should keep politics out of game management and let F & G do 
their job as they see fit.

Thank you for your support on this issue.

Barney & Debbie Booysen
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SB 155 and HB 208

)

Subject: SB 155 and HB 208
Date: S a t , 22 M a r  2003 00:24:51 -0900 

From: G en e  Y o c k e y  < g e n e y o c k @ g c i .n e t>
To: R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , S e n a to r_ R a lp h _ S e e k in s @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s , 

S e n a to r_ S c o t t _ O g a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s , S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a t to @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s ,
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C h e ry l l_ H e in z e @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s ,
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B o b _ L y n n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s , R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n t a t iv e _ K e l ly _ W o lf@ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ D a v id _ G u t te n b e rg @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e r t tu la @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s

I strongly support this legislation. You need to encourage same day airborne and even go further to encourage hunting guides to 
offer same day airborne hunts for wolves. Don't let the anti crowd bully us into thinking they are the majority or that they 
represent the interest o f true Alaskans.

Thank you.

Gene Yockey
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Predator Control

Subject: Predator Control
Date: S a t , 2 2  M a r  2 0 0 3  2 0 : 2 3 :0 0  - 0 9 0 0  

From: " K i t t y  G ro s s e "  < s a w in g lo g s@ y a h o o .c o m >
To: < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e r t tu la @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s >

C C :  < S e n a to r_ R a ip h _ S e e k in s @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > , < S e n a to r_ S c o t t_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > ,
< S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > , < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a t to @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C h e ry l l_ H e in z e @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B o b _ L y n n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p r e s e n ta t iv e _ K e l ly _ W o lf@ ie g is .s t a t e .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ D a v id _ G u t te n b e rg @ le g is .o ta te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e r t tu la @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s >

I am strongly in favor of predator control for the following reasons. Please vote in favor of any and all control.

1) This legislation is critical to rebuilding Alaska's wildlife populations. Unit 13's moose population has dropped from
27,000 to 7,000 in a decade. Unit 19D moose density has fallen from 3-4 per square mile to 1 per square mile, a 
75% reduction.

2) Predator management plans passed years ago have sat on the shelf because they included same day airborne. 
This legislation will help take them off the shelf and give the Board of Game and ADF&G the tools they need to start 
rebuilding Alaska's wildlife.

3) This is not a "fair chase" issue - this is a scientific management issue. We need to give the ADF&G and Board of 
Game the tools they need to balance predator-prey relations - and provide opportunities for human harvest.

4) Predator management can only occur on a very small portion of Alaska's lands - less than 10% - once mountains, 
urbanization, federal inertia, and habitat conditions are factored in. Also, both predator and prey are protected by the 
law - they cannot be extirpated - contrary to false statements from animal rights groups.

Thank you,
Glen Casagranda and Kathleen Grosse
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wo lf control yes!

Subject: wolf control yes!
Date: S a t , 22 M a r  2003 07:45:22 -0900 

From: "B re n t  K e i t h "  < b re n t@ u s ib e I l i .c o m >
To: < S e n a to r_ S c o t t_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s >

Hello from Healy Mr. Ogan:
I just wanted to contact you and add my full support of SB155 and HB208, 
these bill's are key to a successful predator control plan. I don't believe 
that the state needs to totally fund a program like this, I believe the 
public should do their part. As a registered guide conducting hunts in both 
units 13 and mostly 20 I've been doing the best I can at trapping, but as 
you well know a fella can only cover so much country by snowmachine. I 
average about 12 wolves per season out of the area I trap. If these bill's 
go through the added advantage of using aircraft will increase the chances 
of harvesting certain packs that are typically unreachable by snowmachine 
and detrimental to the moose and caribou herds of the area.
I thank you for your time and keep up the good work.

Happy Hunting,

Brent Keith
CASTLE ROCK OUTFITTERS 
P.O. Box 88 
Healy, AK. 99743 
907-683-1250
www.castlerockoutfitters.com
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Predator control

Subject: Predator control
Date: S a t , 22 M a r  2003 08:41:28 -0900 

From: "C h r is  O s o w s k i"  < c h r is o s o w s k i@ m s n .c o m >
To: S e n a to r _ R a lp h _ S e e k in s @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s , S e n a to r_ S c o t t _ O g a n @ le g is .s t a le .a k .u s ,

S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s , R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a t to @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C h e ry l l_ H e in z e @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s ,
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B o b _ L y n n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s , R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s , 
R e p r e s e n t a t iv e _ K e l ly _ W o lf@ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ D a v id _ G u t te n b e rg @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , 
R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e r t tu la @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s

This legislation to provide predator control is critical to rebuilding 
Alaska's wildlife populations. Unit 13's moose population has dropped from 
27,000 to 7,000 in a decade. Unit 19D moose density has fallen from 3-4 per 
square mile to 1 per square mile, a 75% reduction.

Predator management plans passed years ago have sat on the shelf because 
they included same day airborne. This legislation will help take them off 
the shelf and give the Board of Game and ADF&G the tools they need to start 
rebuilding Alaska's wildlife.

This is not a "fair chase" issue - this is a scientific management issue. We 
need to give the ADF&G and Board of Game the tools they need to balance 
predator-prey relations - and provide opportunities for human harvest.

Predator management can only occur on a very small portion of Alaska's lands 
- less than 10% - once mountains, urbanization, federal inertia, and habitat 
conditions are factored in. Also, both predator and prey are protected by 
the law - they cannot be extirpated - contrary to false statements from 
animal rights groups.

Finally, I see this as an opportunity to re-establish our right to govern 
ourselfs rather than allow special interest groups from outside tell us how 
they think we need to manage our resources when all the while we have our 
own expert sceinists and bioligists who have spent years studying the 
affected game and fish populations here first hand that recommend we take 
these steps.

Thanks,

Chris
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Sen, Scott Ogan 
i daska State Legislature 
1AXI465-3265

B IS H D P F R T C Q

Richard H. Bishop 
1555 Gus’s Grind 

Fairbanks, AK 99709
mbishotrSaDtiakaka.net -455-6151
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March 22,3003

I )ear. Senator Og in:

Please pâ  
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sinn in 1842 documented that people living on the Kuskokwim River could only 
foothills of the Alaska Range. Nick Mellick, who mined, trapped, and ran a 
early 1900’s told me that moose showed up around Sleetmute about 1913—  

iftually none available before then.

Ironically, 
supposed to providi

60*/Today, 
to 30% is 

urbanization, and
uni

Please pas)s 
dbne successfully

Irccammi 
phrase “or agent” 
added: cost o f hiriU 
federal Airborne Hi

Thank you

federal management policy is “no management”, even though federal law i3 
le for subsistence use.

Vo of Alaska’s lands are under the federal "no management” policy. Another 
variable for predator-prey or habitat management due to closed areas,

"rocks and ice” habitat.

SB155 or HB208 to ensure that predator-prey management, if needed, can be 
in the few areas where it remains an option.

i< nd that you further amend AS16.05.783 (bX2) by adding after "employee” the 
in the 2 places “employee” appears. ADF&G should not have to incur the 
tg people to assist with a management program. Not even the misguided 
imting Act requires that.

for your efforts.

Sincerely,

Richard H. Bishop

: Alaska Outdoor Council
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S u b je c t :
D a t e :  F r i ,  2 1  M a r  2 0 0 3  1 7 :4 4 :0 0  - 0 9 0 0  

F r o m :  " S te w a rt  S m ith "  < s le w s e l l@ a c s a la s k a .n e t>
T o :  < S e n a to r_ R a lp h _ S e e k in s @ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s > , < S e n a to r_ S c o t t_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > ,

< S e n a to r_ G e n e _ T h e r r ia u lt@ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > , < R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ H u g h _ F a te @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e v e r ly _ M a s e k @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a t tc @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C h e ry l l_ H e in z e @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B o b _ L y n n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ M o rg a n @ le g is .s t a te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ K e l ly _ W o lf@ le g is .s t a t e .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ D a v id _ G u t te n b e rg @ Ie g is .s ta te .a k .u s > ,
< R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ B e th _ K e r t t '  ' a @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s >

WWWiSTUSELL.COM
Associate Broker, Commercial Dr/uion

Direct: (907) 257-0122 Cell: 727-8686 
Office: (907) 276-2761 Fox: (907) 277-7005

Please support SB 155 and HB 208

1) This legislation is critical to rebuilding Alaska's wile ife populations. Unit 13's moose 
population has dropped from 27,000 to 7,000 in a decade. Unit 19D moose density has 
fallen from 3-4 per square mile to 1 per square mile, a 75% reduction.

2) Predator management plans passed years ago have sat on the shelf because they 
included same day airborne. This legislation will help take them off the shelf and give 
the Board of Game and ADF&G the tools they need to start rebuilding Alaska's wildlife.

3) This is not a "fair chase" issue - this is a scientific management issue. We need to 
give the ADF&G and Board of Game the tools they need to balance predator-prey 
relations - and provide opportunities for human harvest.

4) Predator management can only occur on a very small portion of Alaska's lands - less 
than 10% - once mountains, urbanization, federal inertia, and habitat conditions are 
factored in. Also, both predator and prey are protected by the law - they cannot be 
extirpated - contrary to false statements from animal rights groups.

S t e w a r t  S m i t h
A s s o c ia t e  B r o k e r ,  C o m m e r c ia l  D iv is io n  
R e /M a x  P r o p e r t i e s ,  In c .
2 6 0 0  C o r d o v a  S t r e e t ,  S u i t e  1 0 0  
A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 3
e m a i l :  s t e w s e l K a i a c s a l a s k a . n e t  
w e b s i t e :  w w w . s t u s e l l . c o m

Email station cm y cheated dy;
r e a l  to u r s

l o f  1 3/22/2003 8:49 AM

mailto:slewsell@acsalaska.net
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Senator_Gene_Therriault@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Hugh_Fate@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Beverly_Masek@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Carl_Gattc@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Cheryll_Heinze@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Bob_Lynn@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Carl_Morgan@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Kelly_Wolf@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_David_Guttenberg@Iegis.state.ak.us
mailto:a@legis.state.ak.us
http://www.stusell.com


SB 155 and HB 208

S u b je c t :  S B  1 5 5  a n d  H B  2 0 8
D a t e :  F r i ,  2 1  M a r  2 0 0 3  1 9 :5 6 :3 3  - 0 9 0 0  

F r o m :  R a y  W i ls o n  <jrw i ls o n @ a la s k a .n e t>
T o :  S e n a to r_ S c o t t_ O g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s

1) T h is  l e g i s l a t i o n  i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  r e b u i l d i n g  A la s k a ' s  w i l d l i f e  
p o p u la t io n s .  U n it  1 3 's  moose p o p u la t io n  h a s  d ro p p e d  fro m  2 7 ,000  t o  7 ,0 00  
in  a  d e c a d e . U n it  19D moose
d e n s i t y  h a s  f a l l e n  from  3-4  p e r  s q u a re  m i le  t o  1 p e r  s q u a re  m i le ,  a 75% 
r e d u c t i o n .

2) P r e d a t o r  m anagem ent p la n s  p a s s e d  y e a r s  ago  h ave  s a t  on th e  s h e l f  
b e ca u se  th e y  in c lu d e d  same day  a ir b o r n e .  T h is  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  h e lp  ta k e  
them  o f f  th e  s h e l f  and
g iv e  th e  B o a rd  o f  Game and  ADF&G th e  t o o ls  t h e y  n eed  t o  s t a r t  r e b u i l d in g
A la s k a ' s  w i l d l i f e .

3) T h is  i s  n o t  a " f a i r  c h a s e "  i s s u e  -  t h i s  i s  a s c i e n t i f i c  management 
i s s u e .  We n eed  t o  g iv e  th e  ADF&G and  B o a rd  o f  Game th e  t o o l s  t h e y  n eed  
t o  b a la n c e  p r e d a t o r - p r e y
r e l a t i o n s  -  and  p r o v id e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  f o r  human h a r v e s t .

4) P r e d a t o r  m anagem ent ca n  o n ly  o c c u r  on a v e r y  s m a l l  p o r t io n  o f
A la s k a 's  la n d s  - l e s s  th an  10% -  on ce  m o u n ta in s ,  u r b a n iz a t io n ,  f e d e r a l  
i n e r t i a ,  and  h a b i t a t  c o n d i t io n s
a r e  f a c t o r e d  i n .  A ls o ,  b o th  p r e d a t o r  and  p r e y  a r e  p r o t e c t e d  b y  th e  la w  - 
t h e y  c a n n o t  be  e x t i r p a t e d  -  c o n t r a r y  t o  f a l s e  s ta te m e n ts  fro m  a n im a l 
r i g h t s  g r o u p s .

5) L e t s  manage o u r  w i l d  l i f e  u s in g  sound  s c i e n t i f i c  d a t a .
6) R e fu s e  t o  bow to  a n im a l r i g h t s  a c t v i s t s  t h a t  w o u ld  r a t h e r  we manage 
o u r  w i l d  l i f e  w i t h  m is g u id e d ,  ig n o r a n t ,  m is in f o r m a t io n  b a se d  on 
e m o t io n s .

Ray E W ils o n
MSG ( r e t )  U .S .  Arm y S p e c ia l  F o r c e s  
F a ir b a n k s ,  A la s k a

212212m  8:49 AM

mailto:jrwilson@alaska.net
mailto:Senator_Scott_Ogan@legis.state.ak.us


wolf kill program

S u b je c t :  w o l f  k i l l  p r o g r a m
D a t e :  T h u , 13  M a r  2 0 0 3  0 6 : 1 1 :3 5  - 0 9 0 0  

F r o m :  T H O M A S  P R U N T Y  < T P R U N T Y @ a la s k a .c o m >
T o :  s e n a to r_ s c o t t_ o g a n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s

< 3 \  U g  \c

Sena to r Ogan :

Th is b r ie f email is to show my g reat d isp leasure with the cu rren t p red a to r p rog ram . I hope that this does not 
happen. I have spent a lo t o f  time in the Bush and I know  that this k ind o f  con tro l is very foo lish .

T hank  Y ou , T om  P run tv

mailto:TPRUNTY@alaska.com
mailto:senator_scott_ogan@legis.state.ak.us
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MY PROPOSAL IS AIMED TOWARD A LONG TERM SOLUTION BY ESTABLISHING STATE WIDE WOLF 
HARVEST OBJECTIVES THAT ARE:

1. ONGOING AND ADJUSTABLE TO CHANGING CONDITIONS.

Z ACCOMPLISHED BY THE PUBLIC IN A MANNER IN WHICH REVENUE FLOW IS POSITIVE RATHER THAN 
NEGATIVE TO THE STATE

3. COMMON AND CONSISTENT WITH THE HARVEST OF ALL OTHER RENEWABLE RESOURCES.

4. EMPLOY METHODS AND MEANS ALREADY BEING USED IN HARVESTING OTHER RENEWABLE RESOURCES. 
(DEER AND CARIBOU ARE CURRENTLY BEING HARVESTED SAME DAY AIRBORNE.)

5. NON CONTROVERSIAL IN THAT IT PROPOSES NOTHING THAT IS NOT ALREADY A PART OF OUR CURRENT 
GAME MANAGEMENT PROGRAM.

6. ACCEPTABLE ON BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL LANDS USING METHODS AND MEANS ALREADY USED ON 
BOTH STATE AND FEDERAL LANDS.

THIS PROPOSAL1S-NQT;

1. A QUICK FIX THAT FOCUSES ON A SMALL SELECT AREA TO 6STUDY".

Z DESIGNED TO MAKE WORK FOR STATE EMPLOYEES IN THE FORM OF SHOOTING WOLVES FROM
HELICOPTERS AND ABANDONING THE HIDES, STERILIZING WOLVES, STUDYING WOLVES AD INFINITUM. 
QUICK FIXES : HAVE BEEN ATTEMPTED SINCE THE 1 SSO'S F&W PROGRAM, WHICH, AS WE ALL KNOW
CREATED OPPORTUNITIES FOR UNGULATE POPULATIONS TO EXPAND TO AREAS NEVER POPULATED 
BEFORE, AND TO GRFATLY INCREASE NUMBERS THROUGHOUT THE STATE.
BUT QUICK FIXES ARE JUST THAT - THEY DO NOT PRESENT ANY LONG TERM SOLUTION AND ARE 
CONSTANTLY AND POLITICALLY VULNERABLE TO MANY FORCES.
QUICK FIXES EXTRACT A HUGE TOLL OF TIME AND MONEY, WHETHER IT IS YET ANOTHER STUDY, ANOTHER 
MEETING, ANOTHER INITIATIVE Q & . WAITING FOR A NEW GOVERNOR

3. DESIGNED TO PAD THE POCKETS OF ORGANIZATIONS TOTALLY OPPOSED TO TAKING OF ANY WOLVES, 
ANY TIME, ANY WHfflE, AND WHO DEPEND ON THE PREDATOR CONTROL CONTROVERSY TO MEET 
THEIR BUDGET OBJECTIVES.

MY HOPE IS :

1. IN THIS NEW DAY OF ENLIGHTENMENT (AS WE SfT IN YET ANOTHER MEETING ON THIS VERY-SAME ISSUE 
(SEE THE DATE, 1969, OF MY ORIGINAL PROPOSAL) JUST MAYBE SOMEONE MIGHT SAY, “ BY GOLLY 
IT MIGHT BE WORTH A TRY 11 WE SEEM TO HAVE TRIED ABOUT EVERYTHING ELSE AND

rU U S TA IN ’T WORKING.

RESPECTFULLY,

DICKGUNLOGSON
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BL83KP. PPARp q f gat3Efl_ No vem ber 1969 m e e t in g

B O A R D  M E M B E R S :

MY T E S T IM O N Y  W IL L  B E  D IR E C T E D  TOW A RD  A T T E M P T IN G  T O  P U T  T H E  W O LF  
H A R V E S T  IN T O  P R O P E R  P E R S P E C T IV E  I N  R E L A T IO N  T O  I T S  IM P O R T A N C E  AND 
P L A C E  IN  A L A S K A *  8  W I L D L I F E  M ANAGEM ENT P R O G R A M .

0  S IM P L Y  P U T ,  O U R  W O LF  P O P U L A T IO N  I S  B U T  A N O T H E R  O F  O U R  R E N E W A B LE  
R E S O U R S E S , A N D  S H O U L D  B E  V IE W E D  NO  D IF F E R E N T L Y  FR O M  T H E  SA LM O N  F I S H IN G  
IN D U S T R Y  O R  A L L  T H E  O T H E R  R E A D I L Y  R E N E W A B LE  R E S O U R C E S  WE H A R V E S T  E V E R Y  
Y E A R . AN  A N N U A L  H A R V E S T  O F  O N E  T H O U SA N D  W O L V E S  R E P R E S E N T S  AN  IN C O M E  
O F  FROM  T H R E E  T O  F I V E  H U N D R E D  T H O U SA N D  D O L L A R S !  V IR T U A L L Y  A L L  D F  T H I S  
I S  NEW M ONEY IN  T H E  A L A S K A N  ECONOM Y A N D  I T  S T A Y S  H E R E , T O  T H E  B E N E F IT  
O F  T H E  A P P R O P R IA T E  E C O N O M IC  M U L T I P L I E R S .  B E S T  O F  A L L  WE H A V E  J U S T  A S  
MANY W O LV E S  A G A IN  T H E  N E X T  Y E A R  A ND  T H E  H A R V E S T  C A N  C O N T IN U E . IN  
T H E S E  D A Y S  O F  D E C L IN IN G  R E V E N U E S  T H E S E  D O L L A R S  R E P R E S E N T  A V E R Y  
S IG N I F IC A N T  AM OUNT O F  M ON EY T O  B E  P U T  IN T O  T H E  ECON OM Y O F  T H E  S T A T E  -  
E S P E C IA L L Y  S IN C E  I T  I S  M ON EY T H A T  8 0 E S  T O  S U P P O R T  T H E  A V E R A G E  A LA S K A N  
WHO H A K E S  H I S  HOME A N D  H I S  L I V I N G  H E R E  I N  A L A S K A .

A I  S U B M IT  T O  T H E  B O A R D  T H A T  T H E  W O LF  P O P U L A T IO N  C A N  AND  S H O U L D  B E  
'{ P R O P E R L Y  MANAGED ON  T H E  B IO L O G IC A L  P R I N C I P L E  O F  M AX IM UM  S U S T A IN E D  
^ Y I E L D ,  A S  I T  R E L A T E S  T O  T H E  R E N E W E A B L E  R E S O U R C E  C O N C E P T . H A R V E S T  

Q U O T A S  W O U LD  B E  E S T A B L IS H E D  IN  E A C H  G M U , A N D , M O ST  IM P O R T A N T , A D E Q U A T E  
B E IB O P S  a m  H E M S  W O U LD  m  E S T A B L IS H E D  M B IC H  WQU L P . E N S U R E  T H O S E  g U Q T p s , 
A R E  M E T . I  F E E L  T H A T  T H I S  B O A R D  I S  D O IN G  A  B R A V E  I N J U S T I C E  TO  T H E  
M A J O R IT Y  Q F  T H E  W O R K IN G  P E O P L E  I N  A L A S K A  B Y  P A Y IN G  AN U N D U E  AM OUNT O F  
T IM E  AND A T T E N T Z Q N  T O  A S M A L L  V O C A L  G R O U P  O F  P E O P L E ,  M O S T L Y  NEW  TO  
T H E  S T A T E , I F  E V E N  R E S ID E N T S ,  W H O SE  V IE W S  A R E  B L IN D L Y  E M O T IO N A L  IN  
N A T U R E  A N D  I N  T O T A L  D IS R E S A R D  F O R  T H E  V A L U E  O F  T H I S  R E S O U R C E  TO  T H E  
P E O P L E  L I V E  A N D  M AKE  a  L I V I N G  H E R E  I N  A L A S K A .

T H E  R E N E W A B LE  R E S O U R C E  C O N C E P T  I S  MUCH M ORE TO  T H E  I S S U E  TH A N  I S  T H E
0  P R E D A T O R  I S S U E  C O N C E R N IN G  T H E  W O LF  P O P U L A T IO N . I F  W O LV E S  A R E  MANAGED 

A S  A R E A D IL Y  R E N E W E A B L E  R E S O U R C E , W H IC H  WE KNOW  TH EM  TO  B E ,  A N D , T H E Y  
A R E  H A R V E S T E D  ON  A  M AX IM UM  9 U 8 T A IN E 0  Y I E L D  B A S I S ,  WE W O ULD  H A V E  
N E IT H E R  A  P R O B L E M  W IT H  E X C E S S IV E  W O LF  P O P U L A T IO N S ,  N O R  W IT H  E X C E S S IV E  
P R E D A T IO N  ON U N G U L A T E  S P E C I E S .  T H E  A N N U A L  W O LF  H A R V E S T  W O U LD  K E E P  T H E  
W O LF  P O P U L A T IO N  W IT H IN  L I M I T S  W H IC H  IN  T U R N  W O U LD  H E L P  TO  M A IN T A IN  AN 
A D E O U A T E  P O P U L A T IO N  O F  U N G U L A T E S .

M A S K A I  fam e
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D I C K  G U N L O G S O N

BOX 193 
W IL L O W . A LA SK A  9 9 6 8 8

TELEPHONE (907) .195-0434 
FAX 495-0625

P A G E  TWO

I F  T H E  B O A R D  T R U L Y  S E E K S  T O  M A IN T A IN  A  B A L A N C E  B E T W E E N  W O LV E S  AND 
U N G U L A T E  S P E C I E S  T O  T H E  B E N E F IT  O F  T H E  G R E A T E S T  N U M B E R  QE A L A S K A N S  
T H E Y  CAN  D O  S O  B Y  P U T T IN G  IN T O  E F F E C T  T H E  M AX IM UM  S U S T A IN  Y I E L D  
C O N C E P T . C E R T A IN L Y ,  WE KNOW  T H A T  O U R  S T A T E  B IO L O G I S T S  CAN  MANAGE 
W O LV E S  ON T H E  SA M E  B A S I S  A S  T H E Y  DO  O U R  O T H E R  R E A D IL Y  R E N E W A B LE  
R E S O U R C E S  O F  F I S H  A N D  G A M E .

I  W O U LD  B E  AMONG T H E  F I R S T  T O  S U P P O R T  A  V IA B L E  W O LF  P O P U L A T IO N  
T H R O U G H O U T  T H E  E N T IR E  S T A T E . A S  A  P R O F E S S IO N A L  H U N T E R  WE T A K E  A G R E A T  
D E A L  O F  P L E A S U R E  IN  B E IN G  A B L E  TO  S E E  A N D  H E A R  W O L V E S , ON  O C C A S S IO N , 
A N D  F O R  O U R  C L IE N T S  T O  DO  T H E  S A M E . I  C E R T A IN L Y  DO  N O T  FA V O R  W IP IN G  
O U T  T H E  W O LF  P O P U L A T IO N . H O W E V E R , B Y  T H E  SA M E  T O K E N  ft GOOD S H & R E  O F  
O U R  IN C O M E  CA N  B E  D E R IV E D  FRO M  H A R V E S T IN G  S U R P L U S  W 0 L V C 3 . N O T  O N LY  
D O E S  T H I S  B R IN G  IN C O N E  T O  U S  T O  H E L P  R A IS E  O U R  F A M I L I E S  H E R E  IN  
A L A S K A , B U T  I T  A L S O  E N A B L E S  U S  T O  M A IN T A IN  A  B A L A N C E  AMONG T H E  A N IM A L S  
T H A T  L I V E  I N  A N Y  G IV E N  A R E A .

A N D , IN  T O T A L  C O N T R A S T  T O  T H E  N E G A T IV E  C A S H  F L O W  B R O U G H T  A B O U T  B Y  
S P E N D IN G  T H O U S A N D S  Q F  D O L L A R S  O F  T A X P A Y E R S  M ON EY  T O  GO O U T  AND  TQ  T H I S  
V E R Y  SA M E  J O B ,  WE C A N  D O  I T  A T  N O  C O S T  TO  T H E  T A X P A Y E R  -  IN D E E D , T H E  
R E S U L T  I S  A  S T R O N G  P O B I T I V E  C A S H  FLO W  IN T O  T H E  EC O N O M Y .

I  H A V E  H U N T E D  W O L V E S  IN  M O ST  A R E A S  O F  T H E  S T A T E  A T  O N E  T IM E  O R  A N O TH ER  
O V E R  T H E  L A S T  2 5 - 3 0  Y E A R S . A  V E R Y  S IM P L E  LAW  O F  E C O N O M IC S  E N T E R S  IN T O  
T H E  H A R V E S T IN G  O F  W O L V E S , W H ETH ER  B Y  A E R IA L  S H O O T IN G , A E R IA L  T R A P P IN G  
O R  G RO U N D  T R A P P IN G .  W HEN  T H E  W O LF  P O P U L A T IO N  I N  A N Y  G IV E N  A R E A  I S  
R E D U C E D  T O  W H ER E  I T  I S  NO  L O N G E R  E C O N O M IC A L L Y  F E A S IB L E  T O  S P E N D  T H E  
T IM E  A N D  M O N EY  I T  T A K E S  T O  H A R V E S T  T H E M , T H E N , F O R  A L L  P R A C T IC A L  
P U R P O S E S  A C T I V I T I E S  W IL L  S T O P  I N  T H A T  A R E A . T H E  W O LF  P O P U L A T IO N  H A S  
N O T  B E E N  W IP E D  O U T . I T  H A S  J U S T  B E E N  R E D U C E D  T E M P O R A R IL Y  TO  A L E V E L  
U N E C O N O M IC A L  T O  H A R V E S T . H A R V E S T  P R E S S U R E  W IL L  R E M A IN  A T  A  LOW  L E V E L  
I N  T H A T  A R E A  U N T I L  S U C H  T IM E  A S  I T  O N C E  A G A IN  B E C O M E S  E C O N O M IC A L L Y  
P R A C T IC A L  T O  P U R S U E  W O L V E S  ON  A  C O S T  E F F E C T IV E  B A S I S .  WHEN T H A T  
H A P P E N S  H A R V E S T IN G  O F  T H E  S U R P L U S  W IL L  R E S U M E .

A C T U A L L Y , T H I S  P A R A L L E L S  T H E  C O N C E P T  O F  L E T T IN G  N A T U R E  T A K E  I T S  C O U R S E  
W IT H  NO W O LF  H A R V E S T  U N T I L  T H E R E  A R E  S O  MANY W O L V E S  T H A T  T H E Y  E A T  A L L  
T H E IR  A V A IL A B L E  FO O D  S U P P L Y  -  A T  W H IC H  P O IN T  T H E Y  E A T  E A C H  O T H E R  AND 
T H E  P O P U L A T IO N  C R A S H E S . I N  E F F E C T  A B O U T  T H E  SA M E  T H IN G  H A S  T A K E N  
P L A C E ,  B U T  W IT H O U T  A N Y  O F  T H E  B E N E F IT S  O F  A  C O N T R O L L E D  H A R V E S T  O R  T H E  
R E V E N U E  D E R IV E D  T H E R E F R O M .

ALASKAN %
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PA G E  T H R E E

I T  I S  A B IO L O G IC A L  FA C T  THAT W O LVES  W IL L  R E P L E N IS H  T H E IR  P O P U L A T IO N  IN  
ANY G IV E N  AREA  O V ER  A MUCH SH O R T E R  P E R IO D  O F  T IM E  THAN W IL L  A S E V E R E L Y  
D E P R E S S E D  UNGULATE  S P E C IE .  A B R E E D IN G  P A IR  O F  W OLVES IN  A 4 0 0  SQ UA RE  
M IL E  AREA  CA N , W IT H IN  3  Y E A R S , BECOM E 3 0  W O LV E S . I  DO NOT HOLD  MUCH 
WATER W IT H  TH E  M Y S T IC  O F  TH E  B R E E D IN G  P A I R .  W H IL E  I T  MAY B E  T R U E  THAT 
O N LY  ONE M ALE AND ONE FEM A LE  W IL L  B R E E D  IN  A  F A M IL Y  P A C K , WE KNOW 
TH A T  A D U LT  W OLVES C A PA B LE  O F  B R E E D IN B  W IL L  SOON  S P L I T  O F F  TO  FORM 
ANOTHER  F A M IL Y  G RO U P AND T H IS  C O N T IN U E S  U N T IL  TH E  P O P U L A T IO N  O F  THE  
AREA  E Q U A LS  OR  -  I F  U N H A RVESTED  -  E X C E E D S  TH E  A V A IL A B L E  FOOD  S U P P L Y .

O N LY  B Y  H A R V E S T IN G  W O LVES  ON A MAXIMUM S U S T A IN E D  Y IE L D  B A S IS  CAN WE 
A V O ID  TH E  E X C E S S IV E L Y  H IG H  W OLF P O P U L A T IO N S  THAT T R IG G E R  A CRASH  IN  
T H E  A V A IL A B L E  FOOD S U P P L Y , FO LLO W ED  B Y  A C RA SH  IN  TH E  W OLF P O P U L A T IO N , 
A P IN F IN IT U M . W IT H  A MAXIMUM S U S T A IN E D  Y IE L D  H A R V E ST  WE CAN M A IN T A IN  
AN A DEQUATE  8 U P P L Y  Q F  W O LVES F O R  T H O SE  WHO W IS H  TO  P L A Y  W IT H  THEM , WE 
CAN P R O P E R L Y  U T I L I Z E  A R E SO U RC E  IM PO RT A N T  TO  BO TH  RURA L  AND URBAN  
A LA S K A N S , AND WE CAN P R O T E C T  TH E  UN G U LA TE  S P E C IE S  TO  A S S U R E  T H EY  W IL L  
NOT B E  D E C IM A T E D  TO  L E V E L S  WHERE I T  T A K E S  M ANY, MANY Y E A R S  FO R  THEM TO 
R EC O V ER  TO  A NORMAL P O P U L A T IO N  L E V E L

O B V IO U S L Y , T H E R E  A RE  A SM ALL NUM BER O F  P E O P L E  WHO A RE  IR R E V E R S IB L Y  
O P P O SE D  T O  TH E  K I L L IN G  O F  ANY W OLVES -  O R  A N Y T H IN G  E L S E  FO R  THAT 
M A T T E R . T H I S  BOARD I S  CHARGED W IT H  A MUCH BRO A D ER  AND D E E P E R  
R E S P O N S IB I L I T Y  TO  A L L  A LA S K A N S , M OST O F  WHOM, F O R  ONE REASON  OR 
A N O TH ER , F IN D  I T  D I F F IC U L T  OR IM P O S S IB L E  TO  COME TO  ANCHORAGE TO 
T E S T IF Y  ON  T H E S E  I S S U E S .  TH E  MAXIMUM S U S T A IN E D  Y IE L D  H A RV EST  SH O ULD  
P R O V E  A C C E PT A B LE  TO ANY REA SO N A BLE  AND F A IR -M IN D E D  P E R S O N . I  URG E  TH E  
BOARD  TO T A K E  IM M E D IA T E  S T E P S  TO  A D O PT  T H IS  P R O P O S A L .

THANK YO U  FO R  YOUR T IM E .

D IC K  GUNLOGSON 
BOX  1 9 3  
W IL L O W , A LA SKA
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