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S en ato r G eo rg ian n a  Lincoln 
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R E P O R T  O N  
C O N F IR M A T IO N  O F  A P P O IN T M E N T S

February 12, 2003

The Honorab le Gene Therriau lt 
President o f the Senate 
Slate Capito l
Juneau, A laska 9 9 8 0 1 -1 1 8 2  

Dear President Therriau lt:

In accordance with AS 39 .05 .0S 0 , the Senate Resources Committee reviewed the fo llow ing  and 
recommends the appointment be forwarded to a jo in t session fo r consideration

Comm issioner, Department o f  Natural Resources -  Thomas E. Irw in

This does not reflect an intent by any o f  the members to vote fo r  o r against the individual during any 
further sessions.

Senator K im  E lton
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THOMAS E. IRWIN

436 Forest H ills 
Fairbanks, A laska 99709 

Home (907) 479-2283 
W o rk  (907)490-2201 
Cell (907)322-1901

O v e r  th ir ty  y e a r s  o f  e x p e r ie n c e  in  th e  n a tu ra l  re s o u rc e  in d u s try  - e v a lu a t in g , d e s ig n in g , p e rm it tin g ,  and  
o p e ra t in g  p r o p e r t ie s  fo r  m in in g a n d  m il l in g  o f  g o ld , s ilv e r , m o ly b d e n u m , c o p p e r ,  tu n g s te n , a n d  tin  o res . 
T h is  in c lu d e s  a n  in  d e p th  k n o w le d g e  o f  la rg e , c o ld  w e a th e r  o p e ra t io n s  a n d  a c o m p re h e n s iv e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  
a n d  a p p re c ia t io n  o f  m a n a g e m e n t,  s a fe ty ,  e m p lo y e e  re la tio n s , f in a n c ia l ,  a n d  e n v iro n m e n ta l  a sp e c ts  o f  a 

p ro p e r ty .

M a n a g e m e n t  P r i o r i t i e s
In te g r i ty  - C o m m u n ic a t io n s  - L e a d e r s h ip  - P ro b le m  S o lv in g  - M o tiv a t in g  - T e a m  B u ild in g  -  L o y a lty  

P r o f e s s io n a l  E x p e r i e n c e
A u g u s t  2 0 0 1  -  P re s e n t  V ice-P residen t B u sin ess  D evelopm en t, F a irb a n ks  G o ld  M in ing , Inc., K inross Gold. 
R e s p o n s ib le  fo r  n e w  p ro je c t  p e rm it tin g ,  b u s in e s s  d e v e lo p m e n t, a n d  g o v e rn m e n ta l  a n d  p u b l ic  re la tio n s  as 
r e la te d  to  K in ro s s  a c t iv it ie s  in  A la s k a .  T h e  te a m  su c c e s s fu lly  o b ta in e d  th e  p e r m i ts  fo r  e x p a n s io n  o f  the  
T ru e  N o r th  M in e . In i tia te d  to u r is m  a n d  th e  ro c k  b u s in e s s  a t F o rt  K n o x .

Summary

O c to b e r  1 9 9 9 -  A u g u s t 200 1  G en era l M anager , F o rt K nox  M ine, K in ro ss  G old.
R e s p o n s ib le  fo r  p e rm it tin g ,  c o n s tru c t io n ,  a n d  s ta r t-u p  o f  th e  T ru e  N o r th  M in e  a n d  o p e ra t io n  o f  the F o rt  
K n o x  M in e . T ru e  N o r th  p e rm its  w e re  r e c e iv e d  in  le s s  th an  o n e  y e a r . M in e  s ta r t  u p , b r id g e  c o n s tru c tio n , 
a n d  1 0 -m ile s  o f  ro a d  c o n s tru c tio n  w e re  c o m p le te d  on  s c h e d u le  a n d  b u d g e t  d u r in g  th e  w in te r .  F ir s t  o re  w as 
h a u le d  f ro m  T ru e  N o r th  to  F o r t  K n o x  in  2 .5 -m o n th s  a f te r  re c e ip t o f  p e rm its .  T h e  tw o  m in e s  a c h ie v e d  a 
n e w  s a fe ty  r e c o rd  o f  1 .2 5 -m illio n  m a n -h o u rs  w i th o u t  a lo st tim e  a c c id e n t ,  e v e n  w ith  tr a in in g  1 0 0 -n ew  
e m p lo y e e s .  G o ld  p ro d u c tio n  w a s  o n  p la n  a n d  o p e ra t in g  c o s ts  w e re  1 0 -p e rc e n t  b e lo w  p la n . T h e  m ill se t 
n e w  to n n a g e  a n d  w o rld  c la s s  ru n  tim e  r e c o rd s .  F o r t  K n o x  a n d  th e  A la s k a  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  F is h  a n d  G am e  
r e c e iv e d  th e  S ta te  o f  A la sk a  R e c la m a tio n  A w a rd  in  2 0 0 0  fo r  r e c la m a tio n  in  F is h  C re e k . O p e ra t in g  an d  
r e c la m a tio n  su c c e s s  re s u lte d  f ro m  te a m w o rk  w ith  e m p h a s is  o n  tra in in g  a n d  c o n tin u o u s  im p ro v e m e n t 
p ro g ra m s .

N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 6  -  O c to b e r  1 9 9 9  O p era tio n s  M a n a g er . F ort K nox  M ine , K in ro ss  G old.
R e s p o n s ib le  fo r  s ta r t-u p  a n d  o p e ra t io n  o f  th e  F o r t  K n o x  m in e  an d  m ill. A ll  g o a ls  w e re  e x c e e d e d  in  s ta r t-u p  
a n d  th e  f i r s t  y e a r  o f  o p e ra tio n . G o ld  p ro d u c tio n  w a s  :3 -p e rc e n t  a b o v e  p la n  a n d  o p e ra t in g  c o s  s w e re  20 - 
p e r c e n t  b e lo w  p la n  w ith  z e ro  lo s t t im e  a c c id e n ts . T h is  su c c e s s  r e s u l te d  f ro m  b u i ld in g  th e  p ro p e r  
m a n a g e m e n t  te a m  fo r  F o r t  K n o x , s e le c t io n  a n d  tra in in g  o f  F o rt  K n o x  e m p lo y e e s ,  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t an d  
im p le m e n ta t io n  o f  v iab le  o p e ra t in g  a n d  m a in te n a n c e  p ro g ra m s .

A p r i l  199 2  -  N o v e m b e r  1 9 9 6  V ice-P residen t, F a irb a n ks  G old  M in ing , Inc.
R e s p o n s ib le  fo r te c lu iic a l a s p e c ts  o f  th e  F o rt  K n o x  P ro je c t.  T h is  in c lu d e d  th e  p ro je c t  fo o tp r in t ;  p ro jec t 
d e s c r ip t io n ;  o re  re s e rv e  e v a lu a t io n ;  m in e  d e s ig n ;  m e ta llu rg ic a l  te s tin g ; p ro c e s s  d e s ig n ;  te c h n ic a l  su p p o r t  fo r 
p e r m in in g ;  a n d  p a r t ic ip a t io n  in  e n g in e e r in g ,  c o n s tru c tio n , a n d  p r e -c o m m is s io n in g  o f  th e  fa c ili t ie s . T h e  
p r o je c t  w a s  s u c c e s s fu lly  d e s ig n e d  to  o p e ra te  in  a su b -a rc tic  e n v iro n m e n t a n d  p r o c e s s  u p  to  5 0 ,0 0 0  to n s  o f  
o re  p e r  d a y .



O c to b e r  1 9 8 8 - A p r i l  19 9 2  G e n e ra l M anager, S leep er M ine, A m a x  G o ld  Inc.
M a n a g e d  a il a c t iv it ie s  a t th e  S le e p e r  M in e . S le e p e r  w a s  th e  " f l a g s h ip ” p r o p e r ty  o f  A m a x  G o ld , Inc . 
A c c o m p lis h m e n ts  in c lu d e d  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  n e w  m in e  a n d  e x p a n s io n  o f  th e  m il l  a n d  h e a p  le a c h  fa c ili t ie s  
to  y ie ld  an  in c re a s e  o f  5 0 ,0 0 0  o u n c e s  o f  g o ld  p e r  y ear. S ig n if ic a n t  im p ro v e m e n ts  w e re  a c h ie v e d  in 
e m p lo y e e , c o m m u n ity , a n d  r e g u la to r y  re la tio n s . S le e p e r  w o n  A M A X  I n c . ’s M o s t  Im p ro v e d  S a fe ty  A w a rd  
in  1 9 8 9  a n d  S e n tin e l o f  S a f e ty  A w a r d  in  1990 . R e c e iv e d  re c o g n i t io n  f ro m  th e  N e v a d a  D e p a r tm e n t o f  
W ild l if e  in  1 9 9 2  fo r  c o n c e rn  a n d  c a re  o f  N e v a d a 's  w ild life  re s o u rc e s .

Ju n e  1 9 8 8  -  O c to b e r  198 8  A s s is ta n t G enera l M anager, S leep e r  M ine .
M a n a g e d  o p e ra t in g  fu n c tio n s  o f  th e  p ro p e r ty .  M e t o r  e x c e e d e d  a ll p ro d u c t io n  a n d  o p e ra tin g  g o a ls . 

S e p te m b e r  1985 - J u n e  198 8  M a n a g er , C lim ax M ine, A M A X  Inc.
R e s p o n s ib le  fo r  th e  C lim a x  M in e  in  a p e r io d  o f  d e c lin in g  m o ly b d e n u m  p ro d u c t  p r ic e  an d  d e m a n d . C lim a x  
o p e ra t io n s  in c lu d e d  a n  o p e n  p i t  a n d  u n d e rg ro u n d  m in e s , f iv e  c ru s h in g  p la n ts ,  m il l in g ,  a  b y -p ro d u c t  p la n t, 
a n d  a la rg e  ta il in g  a n d  w a te r  fa c i l i ty .  E v en  w ith  a p ro d u c tio n  c a p , e f f ic ie n c ie s  w e re  im p ro v e d  a n d  
o p e ra t in g  c o s ts  w e re  re d u c e d  b y  10 -p e rc e n t. T h is  w a s  o b ta in e d  b y  o p t im iz in g  o p e ra t io n s  a n d  b y  w o rk in g  
c o o p e ra t iv e ly  w ith  th re e  la b o r  u n io n s  to  re d u c e  re s tr ic tiv e  w o rk  ru le s .

N o v e m b e r  1982  -  S e p te m b e r  1 9 8 5  M ill Superin tendent, C lim ax  M ine .
R e s p o n s ib le  fo r  o p e ra t io n  a n d  m a in te n a n c e  o f  a l ' c ru sh in g , m il l in g ,  a n d  ta i l in g  fa c i li t ie s . C lim a x  p ro c e s s e d  
5 0 ,0 0 0  to n s  o f  o re  p e r  d ay . M a jo r  a c c o m p lis h m e n ts  in c lu d e d  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a  h ig h  g ra d e  p ro d u c t,  p ro d u c t  
q u a li ty  in c re a s e d  b y  1 0 -p e rc e n t;  im p ro v e m e n ts  to  th e  b y -p ro d u c t  p la n t ,  tu n g s te n  re c o v e ry  in c re a s e d  b y  4  
p e rc e n t;  a n d  d e s ig n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  a  w a ste  w a te r  t r e a tm e n t  a n d  d is c h a rg e  fa c ility , w a te r  tre a tm e n t 
c o s ts  w e re  re d u c e d  b y  9 0 -p e rc e n t  w h ile  w a te r  qua lity ' w a s  im p ro v e d  a n d  c a p a c i ty  w a s  q u a d ru p le d  to  9 ,0 0 0  
g a l lo n s  p e r  m in u te . A ll p ro d u c t io n  ta rg e ts  w e re  m e t o r  e x c e e d e d . A ls o  p a r t ic ip a te d  on  an  A M A X  te a m  to 
e v a lu a te  se v e ra l  o th e r  p ro p e r t ie s .

N o v e m b e r  19 7 6  -  N o v e m b e r  19S2  C h ie f  M eta llu rg is t/C rusher F o re m a n /M ill F o rem a n /P ro jec t M anager. 
E a c h  a re a  p ro v id e d  a d d it io n a l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  an d  tra in in g .

J u n e  1 9 7 6 - N o v e m b e r  1 9 7 6  C o n su ltin g  M ill Superin tendent, C a n a d a  Tungsten  M in ing , Corp.
O n  lo a n  fro m  C lim a x  to  w o rk  o n  s e r io u s  m e ta llu rg ic a l p ro b le m s  w ith  th e  n e w  u n d e rg ro u n d  o re . A ll is su e s  
s u c c e s s fu lly  re so lv e d  le a d in g  to  a p ro f i ta b le  p ro p e rty . R e c o v e ry  w a s  in c re a s e d  b y  4 0 -p c rc e n t a n d  p ro d u c t 
q u a l i ty  b y  1 5 -p e rc e n t.

J a n u a ry  1 9 7 4 - J u n e  197 6  G ro u p  L eader, A M A X  R esearch  a n d  D eve lo p m en t.
S u p e rv is e d  se v e ra l r e s e a rc h  p r o g r a m s  re la tin g  to  n e w  e q u ip m e n t,  p ro c e s s  d e v e lo p m e n t, a n d  o p e ra tin g  
im p ro v e m e n ts .  S e v e ra l p ro je c ts  w e re  a t  C lim a x  a n d  C a n a d a  T u n g s te n .

O c to b e r  1 9 6 9 - J a n u a r y ' 197 4  R esea rch  A ssocia te , A M A X  R esea rch  a n d  D e ve lo p m en t  
P a r t ic ip a te d  in  n u m e ro u s  p la n t  a n d  p i lo t  p la n t  tes t p ro g ra m s .

A p r i l  196 9  -  O c to b e r  1969  R esea rch  E ngineer, H azen  R esearch , Inc.
C o n d u c te d  la b o ra to ry  a n d  p i lo t  p la n t  le a c h  tests .

J u n e  1 9 6 8  -  A p ril 19 6 9  M ill E n g in ee r , C lim ax M ine.
P e r fo rm e d  e n g in e e r in g  te s ts  in  th e  m o ly b d e n u m  o x id e  le a c h  p la n t  a n d  fro n t l in e  su p e rv is io n  in th e  m ill.



P r o f e s s io n a l  A f f i l ia t io n s
C u rre n tly  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  A la s k a  M in e ra ls  C o m m iss io n ; P r e s id e n t  o f  th e  C o u n c il  o f  A la sk a  P ro d u c e rs ;  
B o a rd  M e m b e r  o f  th e  A la s k a  M in e r s  A sso c ia tio n ; a n d  m e m b e r  o f  th e  E x e c u tiv e  B o a rd , B o a rd  o f  D ire c to rs , 
an d  C o -C h a irm a n  o f  th e  R e s o u rc e  C o m m itte e  fo r  th e  G re a te r  F a i rb a n k s  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e rc e . A lso  
s e rv e d  o n  th e  F a i r b a n k s  N o r th  S ta r  B o ro u g h  A lte rn a tiv e  R e v e n u e  C o m m iss io n . M e m b e r  o f  A I M E  a n d  
se rv e d  a s  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  A I M E  M e ta l lu rg ic a l  E d u c a tio n  C o m m it te e  a n d  th e  N a tio n a l S c ie n c e  S c h o la r s h ip  
N o m in a tin g  C o m m it te e .  P r e v io u s ly  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  C o lo ra d o  a n d  N e v a d a  M in in g  A s so c ia tio n s  in c lu d in g  
fo u r y e a r s  o n  th e  N M A  B o a r d  o f  D ire c to rs  a n d  o n e  y e a r  a s  C h a irm a n  o f  th e  B o a rd .

E d u c a t io n
B S  M in e ra l  E n g in e e r in g  -  C h e m is try ,  C o lo ra d o  S c h o o l o f  M in e s , 1 9 6 8 .
A d d it io n a l  c o u r s e s  in  m a n a g e m e n t  tra in in g , re a g e n t  c h e m is t ry  a n d  h a n d lin g , e c o n o m ic s  a n d  f in a n c ia l 
a n a ly se s , a n d  p e r s o n n e l  p r o te c t io n  a n d  sa fe ty .

P e r s o n a l  I n f o r m a t io n
M a rr ie d  3 5  y e a rs ,  2 -g r o w n  c h ild re n , 3 -A la sk a  b o m  g ra n d c h ild re n  
E x c e lle n t  h e a l th

T o m  a n d  S h a ro n , h is  w ife ,  b o th  e n jo y  fly in g , b o a tin g , s n o w  m a c h in in g , c ro s s  c o u n try  sk i in g , h ik in g , 
p h o to g ra p h y , a n d  th e  o u td o o r s .

C o m m u n i ty  A c t iv i t ie s
In v o lv e d  w ith  V il la g e  M in is t r y
V o lu n te e r  w ith  L o v e  I n c . ’s A n n u a l  C re a tiv e  G ift B a z a a r
T -b a ll  c o a c h
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January 22, 2003

M E M O R A N D U M

TO : Senator Ogan, Chair
Resources Committee

FROM : Kirsten Waid
Acting Secretary o f  the Senate

SUBJECT : Governor's Confirmations

Pursuant to Article III , Section 25 o f the Alaska Constitution, President Therriault has referred the 
follow ing names for legislative confirmation to your committee for a hearing, recommendation and 
report:

Commissioner - Department of Environmental Conservation 
Em esta B a lla rd

Appointed: 12/09/2002

Commissioner - Department of Natural Resources 
Tom  Irw in

Appointed: 01 /17 /2003

XW/lc
Resumes attached


