


ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

S E N A T O R  G R E T C H E N  G U E S S  

Memorandum

D a t e :  M a y  1 2 , 2 0 0 3

T o :  S e n a t o r  R a l p h  S e e k i n s
C h a i r ,  S e n a t e  J u d i c i a r y  C o m m i t t e e

F r o m :  S e n a t o r  G r e t c h e n  G u e s s

R e :  H e a r i n g  R e q u e s t

P l e a s e  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  a  f o r m a l  r e q u e s t  f o r  a  h e a r i n g  o f  S J R  6 ,  " P r o p o s i n g  o n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  
C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a l e  o f  A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  a  r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n . ”

C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h e  A I  u s 1 ’ a  S t a l e  L e g i s l a t u r e  m e e t s  f o r  n o  m o r e  t h a n  1 2 0  
d a y s  e a c h  s e s s i o n .  S J R  6  p r o p o s e s  a n  a m e n d m e n t  l o  A l a s k a ’ s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  w o u l d  l i m i t  
r e g u l a r  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n s  t o  9 0  c o n s e c u t i v e  c a l e n d a r  d a y s .  I f  t h i s  r e s o l u t i o n  p a s s e s ,  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  b e  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  S J R  6  p l e a s e  l e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  o r  m y  a i d e  M a r i d o n  
B o a r i o  a t  2 4 3 5 .

T h a n k  y o u  v e r y  m u c h  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

January -M ay : Sta le C ap ito l •  Juneau. A K  9 9 K 0 I - I IK 2  •  (9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -2 4 3 5  •  Fax (9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -6 6 1 5
Junc-Deeum ber; 7 1 6  W . 4th Avenue •  A nchorage , A K  9 9 5 0 1•  (9 0 7 )  2 6 9 - 0 12 0 *  Fax (9 0 7 )  2 6 9 -0 1 2 2
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

S E N A T O R  G R E T C H E N  G U E S S

S p o n s o r  S ta te m e n t  

SJR 6

" P r o p o s i n g  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  d u r a t i o n  o f  a
r e g u l a r  s e s s i o n . "

C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n  r e q u i r e s  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  m e e t  f o r  n o  m o r e  t h a n  1 2 0  d a y s  
e a c h  s e s s i o n .  S J R  6  p r o p o s e s  a n  a m e n d m e n t  t o  A l a s k a ’ s  C o n s t i t u t i o n  l i m i t i n g  r e g u l a r  l e g i s l a t i v e  
s e s s i o n s  f r o m  t h e  c u r r e n t  1 2 0  d a y s  t o  9 0  c o n s e c u t i v e  c a l e n d a r  d a y s .  I f  t h i s  r e s o ' u t i o n  p a s s e s ,  t h e  
p r o p o s e d  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a m e n d m e n t  w o u l d  b e  p l a c e d  o n  t h e  n e x t  g e n e r a l  e l e c t i o n  b a l l o t .

N i n e t y  d a y s  i s  m o r e  t h a n  e n o u g h  t i m e  f o r  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  c o m p l e t e  i t s  b u s i n e s s .  A  s l o w i n g  
e c o n o m y  a n d  a  n e e d  f o r  A l a s k a  t o  t i g h t e n  i t s  b e l t  o n l y  a d s  t o  t h e  c o m m o n  s e n s e  a p p r o a c h  o f  
s h o r t e n i n g  t h e  l e g i s l a t i v e  s e s s i o n .  S h o r t e r  s e s s i o n s  w o u l d  s a v e  t h e  s t a t e  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  $ 9 0 0 , 0 0 0  
p e r  y e a r  i n  p e r  d i e m  a n d  s t a f f i n g  c o s t s .

P r i o r  t o  1 9 S 4 ,  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  h a d  n o  t i m e  l i m i t  o n  t h e  n u m b e r  o f  d a y s  i t  c o u l d  r e m a i n  i n  s e s s i o n .  
T h e  v o t e r s  a p p r o v e d  t h e  p r e s e n t  1 2 0 - d a y  l i m i t  i n  N o v e m b e r  o f  1 9 8 4 .  S i n c e  t h a t  t i m e ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  
p r o v e n  t h e  A l a s k a  L e g i s l a t u r e  c a n  o p e r a t e  w i t h i n  a  t i m e  l i m i t .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .
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FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2 0 0 3  L E G I S L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_______
Title Constitutional Amendment relating to

Fisca l Note Num ber
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

SJR6

Dept. Affected: 
‘ BRU

Office of the Governor
Elections

the duration of regular session Component Elections
Snonsor
Requester

Senator Guess
Senate State Affairs

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

21

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual 1.5
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES i __ _ __________ .
CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) | I I
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 1.5
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate'

TOTAL 0.0 1.5 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: {Attach a separate page if necessary)
This figure includes the cost of providing information about this issue in the Official Election Pamphlet, as 
required by AS 15.58. If this measure requires the printing of an 8-1/2 by 18 inch ballot, the cost will 
increase by $22.0.

Prepared by: 
Division
Approved by: 
Agency

Lauri Allred Phone 465-5347
Division of Elections Date/Time 5/6/03 10:28 AM

Laura A. Glaiser, Director Date 5/6/2003
Office of the Lt. Governor, Division of Elections

(Revised 9/2002 OMB) P a g e  1 o f  1



FISCAL NOTE
S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2 0 0 3  L E G I S L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_______
Title Proposing an amendment to the

SJR 6

Constitution of the State of Alaska relating to the duration.
Sponsor Senators Guess, Dyson..____________
Requester Senate State Affairs________________

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
() Publish Date:

_ Dept. Affected:
_ BRU Leg Council, Leg Operating Budget
'Component All_________________________

Legislature

Expenditures/Revenues

_ Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

782

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services 0.0 (516.0) (516.0) (516.0) (516.0) (516.0)
Travel 0.0 (330.0) (330.0) (330.0) (330.0) (330.0)
Contractual 0.0 (21.0) (21.0) (21.0) (21.0) (21.0)
Supplies 0.0 (21.0) (21.0) (21.0) (21.0) (21.0)
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 (888.0) (888.0) (888.0) (888.0) (888.0)

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 j

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 0.0 (888.0) (888.0) (888.0) (888.0) (888.0)
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 (888.0) (888.0) (888.0) (888.0) (888.0)

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost:
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill Is included in the Governor’s FY 2004 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
SJR 6 would amend the Constitution of the State of Alaska by limiting the regular session to 90 days. If 
this resolution is passed and approved by the voters at the next general election in 2004, the earliest the 
90 day session limit would be in effect would be 2005. The Legislature would realize a cost savings of 
approximately $29.6 per day for each day of a shorter session. Shortening the session by 30 days would 
result in a cost savings of, 30 times $29.6, or $888.0 per year.

The Legislature traditionally charges expenses occurring during session to session expense accounts and 
expenses occurring during the interim to interim expense accounts. For example: Most legislative staff 
payroll costs are charged to operating expense accounts during the interim. Staff salaries for most______
Prepared by: Karla Schofield, Deputy Director
Division Administrative Services

Phone 465-3850
Date/Time 5/6/03 8:40 AM

Approved by: Pam ela A. Varni, Executive Director
Agency Legislative Affairs Agency___________

Date 5/6/2003

(Revised 9/2001 OMB) P a g e  1 o f  2



FISCA L N O TE

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION

legislative staffers are charged to session during the session. The legislative payroll is higher during a 
legislative session. If the regular session were shortened to 90 days, the session payroll would decrease 
and the interim payroll would increase. There would be a decrease in the total amount of the payroll due 
to the higher cost of personal services during a session. The majority of the personal services costs 
would be a transfer of costs between allocations.

The costs below are for items not needed for a shorter session.

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  B I L L  N O . S J R  6 _______________
2 0 0 3  L E G I S L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

times
Per Day 30 days Total

Personal Services 17.2 30 516.0

Travel
Session per diem costs 12.0 11.0 30 330.0
per day. If session were shortened 
more long term per diem claims 
would be filed during the year, 
approximately 1.0 per day 

12.0-1.0 = 11.0

Contractual
Telephones, chaplin fees, 0.7 30 21.0

copier maintenance

Supplies 0.7 30 21.0
Lounge supplies
Printshop paper supplies __________  _________

29.6 888.0

Current number of session days 120
Proposed number of session days _______ 90

30
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(Published: April 19, 2003)

LENGTH OF SESSION STILL A ...W orthy  topic

WE'VE SEEN no reports  th a t  the Legis la ture is g iv ing  m uch cons idera tion  to  a 
bill th a t  would shorten  th e  length  of t im e  Alaska law m akers  hang around 
Juneau every year.

Too bad. The m easure  deserves passage, p ro m p t ly  and w ith o u t  m ore  m onths 
of d i l ly -da lly ing .

•  As th ings  now s tand, A laska pays fo r leg is la tive  sessions th a t  last fo u r  m on ths  
every  year.

A th ird  of every year, y e a r  in and year ou t,  is s p e n t w ith  th e  s ta te  House and 
Senate going a t  it  --  t ry in g  to  make po lit ica l po in ts  and enacting laws to  serve
600 ,000  people. How m an y  laws do th a t  m any peop le  rea lly  need eve ry  year,
anyway?

Arizona's Legislature m ee ts  every year, bu t i t  does its w o rk  in th re e  m onths. 
Idaho , another state w here  com parisons can be m ade to  Alaska, also meets 
on an annual basis, bu t its sessions last on ly 81 days.

In Utah, legis lators m ee t each year fo r  ju s t  44  days.

W yom ing 's  annual sessions last fo r  on ly  55 days.

In Oregon, legis lators g a th e r  only eve ry  o th e r  y e a r  fo r  a session lasting 186 
days.

@  Montana lawm akers m ee t in Helena eve ry  o th e r  yea r, and then fo r  on ly 109 
days.

1 of 2 4/21/2003 12:54 PN
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r
Alaskans are s im p ly  nuts to  sup po rt an annual session lasting o n e -th ird  o f 

^ e v e r y  year.

WE'VE LONG contended th a t  all g o ve rn m e n t w o rk  s tops in Juneau during the  
tim e the  Legislature is in session - -  because com m iss ioners , d e p a r tm e n t 
heads, divis ion chiefs and th e ir  support s ta ffs  are to ta l ly  f ixed on w ha t's  
happening to the m  in the  lawm aking chambers.

Then, fo r  the  nex t th ree  m on ths , no t much progress is m ade e ither because 
all th e  departm en ts  are kep t busy try in g  to  f igu re  o u t  w h a t happened to  th e ir  
agencies and th e y  concentra te  on t ry in g  to  f igu re  o u t  how to  deal w ith  all the 
new laws th a t  a ffect th e ir  operations.

The fina l th ree  m onths o f the  year are then spen t t ry in g  to  ge t ready fo r  the 
next session — w ith  each agency build ing a rg um e n ts  on w h y  it  needs more 
m oney, m ore people, m ore au tho r ity .

I t  is a goofy system  th a t  does more harm than good.

The legis lation pending to shorten the  sessions was in troduced  some weeks 
ago by D em ocra tic  Sen. Gretchen Guess o f Anchorage. I t  proposes th a t  
leg is la tors should do th e ir  jo b  in 90 days and then h i t  the  road fo r  home.

Tha t's  still th ree  m on ths  in Juneau. Sure ly  th a t  should be t im e  ap lenty.

And th in k  of the  m oney th a t  would be saved.

.chofagc Daily News | Voice of the Times wysiwyg://26/http://www.adnxom/voice/v-printcr/story/2969633p-3003304c.htnY
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as of May 6, 2003
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C o m m e n t s
O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  s e s s i o n  b e g i n s  J a n .  1 4 ,  
2 0 0 3
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 
SESSION LENGT'i AND PERCENTAGE OF DAYS WITH FLOOR SESSIONS, 1981-2000

LEGISLATURE YEAR
S P E A K E R

HOUSE
SESSION I DAYS NOT IN I PERCENTAGE OF 

LENGTH(l) I SESSION(2) I DAYS IN SESSION

SENATE
SESSION I DAYS NOT IN I PERCENTAGE OF 

LENGTH(l) SESSION^) | DAYS IN SESSION

Twelfth 1901(4)
1902

J. Duncan 
J. Duncan

73%

Thirteenth 1903
1904

J. Hayes 
J. Hayes

Fourteenth 
(First legislature 
under 120-day 
session limit)

1905(4)
1 9 0 6

B, Grussendorf 
D. Grussendorf

Fifteenth 1907(4)
19GB

B. Grussendorl 
B. Grussendorf

Sixteenth 1909
1990(4 )

S. Cotlen 
S. Colton

Seventeenth

Eighteenth

1991
1992(4 )

D. Grussendorf 
B. Grussendorf

1993
1994(4 )

R. Barnos 
R. Barnes

Nineteenth

Twentieth

Twenty-First

1995
1996 (4 )

1997
1990(4)

G. Phillips 
G. Phillips

G. Phillips 
G. Phillips

1999(4)
2000(4)

B. Porter 
B. Porter

N otes:
(1 )S e s s io n  le n g th s  a s  p u b lis h e d  In 'S u m m a ry  o f A la s k a  L e g is la t io n , ’  L e g is la t iv e  A ffa irs  A g e n cy , A la s k a  S ta te  L eg is la tu re .

(2)(n(onnatlon obtained from Alaska Slato Legislature’s printed House and Senate Journals, and Legislative Affairs Agency Foliovlows Database.
(3)1louse adjourned after midnight on Ihe 121st day.
(4 )L e g ls la lu ro  w e n t in to  s p e c ia l s e s s io n .

P re p a re d  b y  L e g is la t iv e  R e s e a r c h  S e rv ic e s ,  M a rc h  2001 (01-179).
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Too darned long j
W ITH THE end of the 1997 legislative session in sight, let’s ■ 

suggest again that it’s time to make a fundamental change in 
the way Alaska lawmakers do their business.

We’re not talking about the conduct or results of this session. We ■ 
are not criticizing legislators, individually or collectively.

The change that’s needed is in the system itself • 1
Simply put, the state’s annual legislative sessions last too long.
As thing now stand, lawmakers meet for four months eveiy year. ] 
For one-third of every year, the principal focus of government is j 

on events happening in the state House and Senate. The workings ‘ 
of the bureaucracy may go on, albeit with some considerable distrac­
tions from the Capitol, but the attention of the top administration 
leaders— the commissioners, their deputies and various depart­
ment heads— is riveted on what is happening in the Legislature. , 

Once adjournment is reached, each department of the govern­
ment spends the next three months dealing with implementation of 1 
any new laws that affect their respective operations, and struggling i 
with financial changes caused by budget cuts and changes in line- 
itera appropriations. . . . >

And during the filial one-third of the year the administration— j 
all the departments, commissioners, deputy commissioners and ; 
workers down the line — must concentrate on planning for the next •’ 
session, prepari lg new bills for introduction, working on the next > 
budget, and generally gearing up to do battle all over again.. . j

Its  a wonder anything gets done. ; !

THERE I.S a solution. ’
By statute cir by constitutional amendment, it should be mandat- j 

ed that the Legislature handle the state budget process on a two- : . 
year cyde — rather than dealing' .rith appropriations annually. : ’ 

•Eveiy other year, legislators should meet for a short session— 45 
days at the maximum — to consider only a biennial budget. No oth­
er legislation would be considered, other than that required to ad­
dress items that are judged to be absolute emergenries.

On the alternate years, the legislators would meet to consider 
general legislation — no budget work at all. Without the need to 
deal with budgets and funding, the work of this session would not 
require lawmakers to be in Juneau for four months of the year.

Maybe, under this scenario, they could get the work done in 60 
days. Certainly 90 would be suffirient, under any circumstances.

The grim need for legislators to be in Juneau for a third of the 
year would be eliminated. And the administration would have much 
more time to concentrate on the job of running the state.

This is not rocket sdence. This is not plowing new fields in gov-
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W H A T  O T H E R S  S A Y

Set a 90-day legislative session
A m o n g  th e  m o re  p e r t in e n t  p ie c e s  o f  le g is la t io n  f i le d  

th is  se s s io n  is  a p ro p o s e d  a m e n d m e n t to  th e  s ta te  C o n ­
s t itu t io n  th a t  w o u ld  l im i t  th e  1 20 -d ay  s e s s io n  to  90  days. 
I f  passed , H o u s e  J o in t  R e s o lu t io n  N o .  1 w o u ld  r e q u ir e  a  
vo te  o f  th e  p e o p le .

I t 's  a w o r th y  c o n c e p t  th a t  k e e p s  s u r fa c in g , e s p e c ia l ly  
w ith  le g is la to r s  w h o  l iv e  e ls e w h e re , and  w e  t h in k  It m e­
r it s  d is c u s s io n .

H e re 's  w h y : E v e r y  y e a r ,  C h r is tm a s  an d  N e w  Y e a r  ho­
lid a y s  a re  v e r y  n e a r ly  r u in e d  f o r  p e o p le  p re p a r in g  to 
re tu rn  to J u n e a u  fo r  th e  s e s s io n , f i r s t ,  th e y  m u s t  w in d  
d ow n  t h e i r  d u t ie s  a n d  c lo s e  u p  t h e i r  o f f ic e s  b e fo re  
C h r is tm a s . T h e n , th e y  m u s t  p a c k  u p  t h e i r  b e lo n g in g s  
and  h it  th e  ro a d  a ro u n d  th e  N e w  Y e a r  to  m a k e  i t  to  J u ­
n eau  in  t im e  to  s e t t le  in  f o r  th e  se s s io n .

N e w  le g is la to r s  m u s t  be in  J u n e a u  by  a b o u t J a n  4 so 
th e y  can  ta k e  p a r t  in  o r ie n ta t io n s .  S o m e  le g is la to r s  and  
s ta f f  m e m b e rs  m u s t c a tc h  a  fe r r y .  M a n y  a r r iv e  in  th e  ca­
p ita l e x h a u s te d , h a v in g  h a d  t h e i r  f a m i ly  t im e  o v e r  th e  • 
h o lid a y s  c o m p le te ly  d is ru p te d .

T h is  h a s  s p a w n e d  ah  a n n u a l s e n se  o f  d re a d  a m o n g ’1 
m an y  in v o lv e d  in  th e  L e g is la tu re ,  a  d re a d  th a t  is n ’ t  * 
e a s i ly  d is s o lv e d  b y  th e  f r ie n d l in e s s  o f  Ju n e a u . A s  one 
s ta f f  m e m b e r  p u t  it ,  th e y  fe e l a s  th o u g h  th e y  a re  g e rb ils  
on a t r e a d m il l:  " W e  g e t h e re  ( Ju n e a u )  w ith  a  bad  a t t i­
t u d e . " -

R ep . N o rm  R o k e b e rg  a n d  R e p . J e r r y  S a n d e rs  a re  
p u tt in g  t h e i r  e f fo r ts  b e h in d  th e  r e s o lu t io n ,  th e  v e ry  one 
th a t d ie d  o f  n e g le c t  la s t  s e s s io n . R o k e b e rg  a rg u e s  the 
L e g is la tu re  c o u ld  s ta r t  la te r , p e rh a p s  in  F e b r u a r y  o r '  
e a r ly  M a rc h . S o  m u c h  o f  w h a t th e  L e g is la tu re  does 
m ust w a it  u n t i l  th e  M a r c h  b u d g e t fo re c a s t  f ro m  th e  D e ­
p a r tm e n t o f  R e v e n u e ,  so  w h y  n o t  w a it  to  ge t s ta r te d  
u n t i l som e o f  th e  r e a l  n u ts -a n d -b o lts  w o rk  c a n  b e  d one?

Y e a rs  ago, th e  p e o p le  o f  A la s k a  b e ca m e  fru s tra te d  
w ith  th e  L e g is la t u r e  w h e n  s e s s io n s -w ith o u t- l im lts  
dragged  on  u n t i l  J u n e  o r  J u ly .  T h u s , th e  120-day l im it  
was p a ssed  b y  v o te rs . W e t h in k  an  e ve n  s h o r te r  se s s io n  
w o u ld  be ju s t  as  re s p o n s iv e , m o re  co s t-e ffe c t iv e  fo r  the 
p e o p le  o f  A la s k a ,  a n d  p o s s ib ly  e v e n  m o re  p ro d u c t iv e . 
O th e r  s ta te s  do  it.

A lth o u g h  J u n e a u  w o u ld  fe e l a n  e c o n o m ic  im p a c t, th e  
p e rc e iv e d  n e e d  to  m o v e  th e  c a p it a l  to A n c h o ra g e  o r  e l­
sew he re  w o u ld  b e co m e  fa r  le s s  im p o r ta n t .

Th e  id e a  o f  a s h o r te r  s e s s io n  a ls o  is  in  l in e  w ith  the 
co n ce p t o f  a c it iz e n -s ta te s m a n  g o v e rn m e n t, o n e  th a t has 
le g is la to rs  s p e n d in g  m o re  t im e  in  t h e i r  d is t r ic ts , 
w o rk in g  in  t h e i r  o w n  p ro fe s s io n s  an d  b e in g  a v a ila b le  to 
lis te n  to t h e i r  c o n s t itu e n ts . A n d  th a t 's  a c a p ita l id e a  
th a t w o u ld  b e n e f it  th e  s ta te  as a  w h o le .

— J u n e a u  E m p ir e ,  J a n .  26

Did Lippo
Strange sequence

• smells no good
W A S H IN G T O N  —  In  h ia  " e r -  

v r o r s  w e re  m ade " pres* co n fe r- 
. cnee, P re s id en t C b n to a  becam e 

J flu ste red  w hen  a sked  b y  T h e  W a - 
sh in g to n  P o s t ' i  J o h n  H a r r is  i f  he  

« had  fou n d  a n y th in g  "u n u a u a l o r  
' su sp ic io u s"  in  la rge  p a ym e n ts  b y  
r th e  L ip p o  G ro u p  to  (H in to n 's
• fr ie n d  W ebste r H u b b e ll ju a t  a f te r  
‘-be w as forced ou t o f  tho  J u s t ic e  
; D e pa rtm en t and  be fo re  h e  w e n t  
:to ja iL

" I  d id n ’ t k n o w  a b o u t i t , "  b e  
i, in s is ted . "A n d  I c a n 't  im a g in e  

w ho  cou ld  have over a rran g ed  to  
: do som e th ing  im p ro p e r  l ik e  t h a t  
-. and no  one a rou n d  h e rs  k n o w  

abou t it .  I t ' l  ju s t  n o t —  w e —  w e. 
d id  n o t k n o w  a n y th in g  abo u t i t . "

L a te r  in  h l«  an sw e r h e  add ed  
"be fo re  i t  happened ," because  M s  

,- b lan ke t den ia l w as u n t ru e . ' H ia  
i  do.-est co n f id e n t ia l a ide, B ru c e  

"  L in dsey , had  a lre ad y  to ld  th e  So - 
' n o te  ha w as aw are  o f  th e  poy- 

J m ents to  the  d isg raced  H u b b e ll 
by C lin to n 's  A s ia n  fr iends .' B u t  
the  p re s id en t n ow  c la im s  t h a t  th e  
" im p ro p e r "  a r ra n g e m e n t  w aa  
k e p t secre t fro m  h im  “ t i l l  I re ad  
sho u t i t  in  the p re s s ."

Conside r: T h e  f in a n c ia l ly  des- p n
pera ta  H u b b e ll, w h o  co u ld  h a ve  m j
s u n k  th e  C lin to n s  i f  be  tu rn e d  rec
aga in s t them , rece ived  a  b u n d le  f id
fro m  the same A s ia n  c rew  h a n k -  en­
ro l l in g  C lin to n  cam pa igns; he  du
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Tho Fa irbanks D a ily  N sw s-|  re se rve s  th e  righ t to  ed it o r

Sen. Lott wants 
Social Security, 
not highway fund, 
in the formula
By LAWRENCE M. O'ROURKE

W A S H IN G T O N  —  T r e n t  L o t t ,  
th e  Senate R e pu b lican  Le a d e r , 
h a s  i  b it  o f  an  in co n s is te n cy  
prob lem  w ith  t ru s t  funds.

I t ’ s a c r it ic a l in co n s is te n cy  be­
cause i t  lie s  at th e  ce n te r o f  th e  
debate over w h e th e r tha C o n s t i­
tu t io n  shou ld  bo am ended  to re ­
qu ire  on annua l ba lanced fed e ra l 
b u d g e t

B o th  the Senate  and  H o u s e  in ­
tend  to vote in  F e b ru a ry . I f  each  
cham be r approves the a m e n d ­
m en t by a tw o -th ird s  m a jo r ity , it  
w i l l  be sent to th e  sta tes. I f  th ree- 
fou rth s  o f tho s ta te s  ra t ify ,  the  
ba lanced budget a m en dm en t be­
comes p a r t o f  the C o ra t itu t io n .

T h a  re so lu t io n  o '  L o t t 'a  in c o n ­
s is ten cy  is  p iv o ta l because h is  is ­
sues in vo lve  tw o  o f A m e r ic a 's  
m ost popu la r fed e ra l p rog ram s: 
Soc ia l S e cu r ity  and  the b u i ld in g
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.The.gro'ip of freshman' and M piiom are rejpî esentatiyes invests • j 
'•gating thei measure raise spinestrong arguments for a more com-' ' 
• pact session. A number o f other states have shorter sessions than 

•• Alaska's 1 2 !days. - -:-'r '■'* ' ■  •' ■>>r’ - '•••'
. The Wyoming Legislature meets' for not more than 40 days in  

odd-numbered years in General Session and for approximately 20 
days in  even numbered years for a Budget Session. South Dakota 
conducts the state’s business in  an annual 4<>day session.- Ken­
tucky for the first tim e this year injected a 30-cLy session between 
its traditional 90-day biennial sessions. ' ' ' ••

Many Alaska legislators, especially first, timers, become frus­
trated with the slow, unproductive pace o f the first half of the ses­
sion. A  shorter session would require a greater sense of urgency 
and allow for far less posturing and lobbying.

A House State .Affairs subcommittee this week considered four 
proposed constitutional amendments, a ll o f which would reduce 
the length of the session. Rep. Lisa M inkowski's amendment calls 
for the state budget to follow a two-year cycle, noting that more 
long range planning would need to come firs t

There are many extenuating factors to examine before decid­
ing on the merits of a shorter, session, however, the efficiencies of 
short sessions are well pr.oye'n'm other states. A shorter session 
may look pretty good to our state legislators if  they are going to be ' 
moving into a vacant WaLMart. building, in  Wasilla as suggested 
this week by Mark Chryson, a sponsor o f the petition to move the 
legislature from Juneau to the Matahuska^Susistiia B-.rough near • 
Anchorage • . . ' " t  ’ . ■
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S h o r t e r  s e s s i o n ,  b e t t e r  g o v e r n m e n t
A  mong the m ore pertinent pieces o f leg is la tion 'f ile d  

th is  session is a proposed am endment to the sta te 
Constitu tion  that would lim it  the 120-day session to  SO ' 
days. I f  passed, House Jo in t Reso lu tion  No. 1 w ou ld  . 

re qu ire  a vote o f  the people.
I t ’s a w orthy concept that keeps su rfac ing , e spec ia lly  w ith  

le g is la to rs  who liv e  elsewhere, and we th ink  it  m erits  
d iscuss ion .

H e re ’s why: E v e ry  year, Ch ristm as and N ew  Y e a r  
h o lid a ys  a re  ve ry  nearly  ru ined fo r  people p reparing  to 
re tu rn  to Juneau  fo r  the session. F irs t , they m ust w ind dow n 
th e ir  du ties  and close up th e ir o ffices before Ch ristm as. Then, 
they m ust pack up the ir belongings and h it the road around, 
the N ew  Y e a r  to m ake it to Juneau in tim e to settle  in  fo r the 
session. N ew  leg is la to rs  m ust be in  Juneau by about Jan . 4 so 
they can take pa rt in  orientations. Some leg is la to rs and s ta ff  
m em bers m ust ca tch  a fe rry . M an y  o f them a rr iv e  Ln the 
ca p ita l exhausted, having had the ir fa m ily  tim e ove r the 
ho lid ays com p le te ly  d isrupted.

T h is  has spawned an annual sense o f dread am ong m any  
invo lved  In the L eg is la lu re , a dread that isn 't ea s ily  d isso lved  
by the fr iend lin ess o f  Juneau. A s  one s ta ff m em ber put It, 
they feel as though they are gerb ils on a tre adm ill:  "W e  get 
here  I Juneau) w ith a  bad a ttitude ."

Rep. N o rm  Rokeberg  and Rep. Je rry  Sanders are  putting 
th e ir e ffo rts behind the resolution, the ve ry  one that died o f 
neg lect la s t session. Rokeberg argues the L eg is la tu re  cou ld  
s ta r t la te r, perhaps in F eb rua ry  o r ea r ly  M arch . So m uch o f 
what the L eg is la tu re  does m ust w a it un til the M a rch  hudget 
fo recast from  the Departm ent o f Revenue, so why not w a it  to 
get sta rted  u n til some o f the rea l nuts-and-bolts w ork  can be 
done?
, i Y ea rs  ago. the people o f A la skabecam e  fru stra ted  w ith  • • 

th tfLgg ls la tu rew he n  sessions-w ithbuFliW iU 'd l-Sggea 6 r fu n t il 
Ju n d ’o r  Ju ly . Thus, the 120-riay lim TFwas'passed by voters.
We th ink  an even shorte r session would be just as responsive, 
m ore cost-e ffective fo r the people o f A laska , and poss ib ly  
even more productive. O ther states do iL

Mthough Juneau would feel an econom ic im pact, the 
perce ived  need to move the cap ita l to Anchorage or 
e lsew here would become fa r  less important.

The idea of a shorte r session is also in line w ith the concept 
o f a citizen-sta tesm an government, one that has leg is la to rs  
spend ing m ore tim e in the ir d istric ts , w ork ing  in  the ir own 
professions and being ava ilab le  to listen to th e ir  constituents.
And  that's a  cap ita l idea that would benefit the sta te  as a I 
whole. i



Legislative Research Services
Alaska State Legislature
Legislative Affairs Agency
Division of Legal and Research Services

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801 

Phone: 907-465-3991 
Fax: 907-465-3908

March 25, 2003

Memorandum

RE: Session Length and Bills Passed

You asked for information on session length and the number of bills passed during various Legislatures. We 
include, as Attachment A, pertinent pages from the Summary of Alaska Legislation 2002 showing information 
on legislative sessions since statehood, as well as pages showing the numbers of bills introduced in each 
chamber and the number that became law during each Legislature.

For each Legislature, the Legislative Affairs Agency also publishes a Final Status of Bills and Resolutions, 
and these contain a statistical summary of measures before the House and a similar sun imary for measures 
before the Senaie. As Attachment B, we include information on the number of bills end resolutions passed by 
both chambers from 1979 through 1992. This information was taken from the various ediiions of the Final 
Status of Bills and Resolutions. Please note that because of the way legislation was tabulated in prior years, 
the numbers may be somewhat high. In some instances, a bill may have passed one chamber in a different 
form than it passed the other chamber and no concurrence or rescission occurred. While such legislation is 
counted as having passed both bodies, it did not pass in the same form and, thus, could not become law.

We also include, as Attachment C, a copy of a research report showing the number of bills passed during the 
final two weeks of session in 1985-87. This report, and supplemental information, is R8.113.

I hope this is helpful. Please let us know if you have questions or need additional information.



LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS SINCE STATEHOOD
Legislature/Session 
& Number of Days

Day/Date
Convened

Day/Date
Adjourned

Adjournment Time 
SENATE HOUSE

1 ST LEGISLATURE: 1959 - 1960 
1st Session - 81 days 
2nd Session - 65 days

Mo 1/26/59 
Mo 1/25/60

Tu 4/16/59 
Tu 3/29/60

9:50pm . 
12:00pm

9:45pm
12:00pm

2ND LEGISLATURE: 1961 -1962 
1st Session-74 days 
2nd Session - 81 days

Mo 1/23/61 
Mo 1/22/62

Th 4/6/61 
Th 4/12/62

2:01am
1:22am

2:20am
1:10am

3RD LEGISLATURE: 1963 - 1964 
! 1st Session-76 days 

2nd Session - 85 days*
1st Special Session - 3 days 

•Formal recess, 40 days

Mo 1/28/63 
Mo 1/27/64 ' 
Mo 8/31/64

Sa 4/13/63 
Sa 5/30/64 ■ 
We 9/2/64

10:46am 
1:00am . 
11:12am

10:45am
1:00am
11:08am

4TH LEGISLATURE: 1965- 1966 
1 st Session - 75 days 
2nd Session - 84 days

Mo 1/25/65 
Mo 1/24/66

Fr 4/9/65 ■ 
Su 4/17/66

4:32am . 
1:14am

4:35am
1:28am

5TH LEGISLATURE: 1967- 1968 
1 st Session - 77 days 
1st Special Session - 6 days 
2nd Session - 86 days

Mo 1/23/67 
Fr 9/29/67 
Mo 1/22/68

Su 4/9/67 
We 10/4/67 
Tu 4/16/68

11:35am 
2:37am • 
8:05am

11:32am
2:35am
8:00am

6TH LEGISLATURE: 1969 -1970 
1st Session-95 days 
2nd Session -147 days

Mo 1/27/69 
Mo 1/12/70

Th 5/1/69 
Su 6/7/70

4:18am
3:33am

4:30am
3:51am

7TH LEGISLATURE: 1971 -1972 
1st Session - 121 days 

1 2nd Session-161 days
Mo 1/11/71 
Mo 1/10/72

Tu 5/11/71 
Tu 6/18/72

3:23am
12:50am

3:26am
12:59am

"  8TH LEGISLATURE: 1973-1974 
1st Session - 90 days 
1st Special Session - 27 days' 
2nd Session - 96 days 
2nd Special Session - 4 days

Mo 1/8/73 
We 10/17/73 
Mo 1/21/74 
Mo 6/17/74

Sa 4/7/73 
Mo 11/12/73 
Fr 4/27/74 
Th 6/20/74

5:45pm
4:35pm
8:21pm
6:17pm

5:50pm
4:35pm
8:25pm
6:12pm

9TH LEGISLATURE: 1975 - 1976 
1st Session -139 days 
2nd Session -142 days

Mo 1/20/75 
Mo 1/12/76

Sa 6/7/75 
Tu 6/1/76

2:30am
8:19am

2:43am
8:14am

10TH LEGISLATURE: 1977 - 1978 
1st Session -141 days 
2nd Session -161 days

Mo 1/10/77 
Mo 1/9/78

Mo 5/30/77 
Su 6/18/78

10:41am
9:32pm

12:33pm 
11:36pm

11TH LEGISLATURE: 1979 - 1980 
1st Session-112 days 
1 st Special Session - 3 days 
2nd Session -145 days 
2nd Special Session - 3 days

Mo1/15/79 
Mo 8/6/79 
Mo 1/14/80 
Mo 9/22/80

Su 5/6/79 
We 8/8/79 
Fr 6/6/80 
We 9/24/80

12:15pm 
2:16pm 
8:43pm (6/5) 
9:38am

1
3:00pm 
7:26pm (8/7) . 
1:01am 
2:55am (9/23)

12TH LEGISLATURE: 1981 - 1982 
1st Session -165 days 
1st Special Session - 3 days 
2nd Session -144 days

Mo 1/12/81 
Mo 7/13/81 
Mo 1/11/82

Th 6/25/81 
We 7/15/81 
We 6/3/82

7:06pm (6/24) 
6:11pm (7/14) 
5:35pm

12:23am 
1:32am 
7:23am (6/2)

13TH LEGISLATURE: 1983-1984 . 
1st Session -162 days 
2nd Session -152 days

Mo 1/17/83 
Mo 1/9/84

Mo 6/27/83 
Fr 6/8/84 .

9:39am
4:38pm

9:28pm (6/26)' 
4:05pm



(

LEGISLATIVE SESSIONS SINCE STATEHOOD
J) Legislature/Session 

& Number of Days
Day/Date
Convened

Day/Date
Adjourned

Adjournment Time 
•SENATE HOUSE

14TH LEGISLATURE: 1985 - 1985 
1st Session -119 days 
1st Special Session -30 days*
2nd Session -120 days

Mo 1/14/85 
Mo 7/15/85 
Mol/13/86

Su 5/12/85 
Tu 8/13/85 
Mo 5/12/86

9:42pm
*

'11:54pm

10:52pm 
» '
11:59pm

* The First Special Session of the Fourteenth Legislature (considering the question of impeachment of Governor 
Sheffield) adjourned in 30 days under Article II, Section 9, Constitution of the State of Alaska.
15TH LEGISLATURE: 1987 - 1988 

1st Session -122 days**
1st Special Session - 3 days 
2nd Session -121 days

Mo 1/19/87 
Mo 7/1/87 
Mo 1/11/88

We 5/20/87 
Fr 7/3/87 
Tu 5/10/88

11:58pm (5/19)
1:31am
4:12am

1:30am i 
12:12am
6:04am !

** The First Session of the Fifteenth Legislature was extended by a proclamation by the Governor.
16TH LEGISLATURE: 1989 - 1990 

1st Session -121 days 
2nd Session -12? days 
1st Special Session -14 days

Mo 1/9/89 
Mo 1/8/90 
Mo 6/25/90

Tu 5/9/89 
We 5/9/90 
Su 7/8/90

11:59pm 
11:59pm (5/8) 
5:13pm

11:32pm
12:01am
5:00pm

17TH LEGISLATURE: 1991 - 1992 
1st Session -122 days 
2nd Session - 122.days 
1st Special Session - 4 days 
2nd Special Session - 8 days

Mo 1/21/91 
Mo1/13/92 ■ 
We 05/13/92 
Mo 06/15/92

We 5/22/91 ' 
We 5/13/92 
Sat 5/16/92 
Mon 6/22/92

9:39pm (5/21) 
11:59pm (5/12) 
4:56pm (5/15) 
3:44pm

12:37am ' 
12:06am 
5:40am 
4:17pm

18TH LEGISLATURE: 1993 - 1994 
1st Session-121 days 
2nd Session -121 days 
1st Special Session:

Senate - 7 days 
House - 5 days 

2nd Special Session - 3 days

Mo 1/11/93 
Mo 1/10/94

Tu 5/10/94 • 
Th 5/12/94 
Mo 9/26/94

Tu 5/11/93 
Tu 5/10/94

Mon 5/16/94 
Mon 5/16/94 
We 9/28/94

9:02pm
unclear

4:36pm

12:35am

9:11pm
11:59pm

6:15pm
12:40am

19TH LEGISLATURE: 1995 - 1996 
1st Session -121 days 
2nd Session -122 days 
1st Special Session - 30 days

Mo 1/16/95 
Mo 1/8/96 
We 5/8/96

Tu 5/16/95 
We 5/8/96 ' 
Th 6/6/96

10:05pm '
12:18am
4:37pm

10:13pm
12:13am
4:51pm

20TH LEGISLATURE: 1997- 1998 
1st Session -119 days 
2nd Session -122 days 
1 st Special Session - 7 days • 
2nd Special Session - 2 days

Mo 1/13/97 
Mo 1/12/98 • 
Tu 5/26/98 •
Mo 7/20/98

Su 5/11/97 
We 5/13/98 
Mon 6/1/98 
Tu 7/21/98

11:04pm 
12:09am 
1:26pm ■ 
9:25pm

11:43pm 
• 12:03am • 

1:51pm "■ 
8:57pm

21 ST LEGISLATURE - 1999 - 2000 
1st Session -121 days 
1st Special Session - 6 days 
2nd Special Session - 9 days . 
2nd Session -115 days 
3rd Special Session - 3 days

Tu 1/19/99 
Th 5/20/99 
We 9/22/99 
Mo 1/10/00 
Th 5/4/00

Tu 5/19/99 ' 
Tu 5/25/99 
Th 9/30/99 
We 5/3/00 
Sa 5/6/00

11:56pm 
6:06pm 
6:55pm 
7:11pm’ 
11:47am

11:53pm 
6:10pm 
6:39pm 
7:46pm 
11:40am

22ND LEGISLATURE - 2001 - 2002 
1st Session -121 days 
1st Special Session - 3 days 
2nd Session -123 days (extended) 
2nd Special Session - 5 days 
3rd Special Session - 4 days

Mo 1/8/01 
Th 6/7/01 , 
Mo 1/14/02 
Fr 5/17/02 
Mo 6/24/02

Tu 5/8/01 • 
Sa 6/9/01 
Th 5/16/02 
Tu 5/21/02 
Th 6/27/02

11:48pm
10:55am
11:59:59pm*"
5:32pm
12:41am

11:52pm 
10:41am 
11:58pm 
5:08pm
1:42am ,

***Under the provisions of art. II, sec. 8 of the Alaska Constitution, the Senate .was adjourned sine die at midnight, 
May 16,2002.

NOTE: All Special Sessions were called by the Governor, except the 1st Special Session of the 14th Legislature, and the 1st 
Special Session of the 17th Legislature, which were called by the Legislature.

-1 0 0 -
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L E G I S L A T U R E y S E S S I O N  • • B I L L S  I N T R O D U C E D  . " , B I L L S
&  N U M B E R  O F  D A Y S  • H O U S E  S E N A T E  T O T A L B E C A M E  L A W

1 S T  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 9 5 9  -  1 9 6 0
1 s t  S e s s i o n  '-/B1 d a y s 2 4 9 1 3 2 381 200
2 n d  S e s s i o n '^ 6 5  d a y s 2 2 5 1 2 7 3 5 2 1 8 7

T o t a l 4 7 4 2 5 9 73 3 3 8 7

2 N D  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 961  - . 1 9 6 2
1 s t  S e s s i o n  - t o d a y s 2 8 5 1 7 8 4 6 3 1 4 7
2 n d  S e s s i o n  -  81 d a y s 211 120 M l 1 6 9

T o t a l 4 9 6 2 9 8 7 9 4 3 1 6

3 R D  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 9 6 3 - 1 9 6 4
1 s t  S e s s i o n  -  7 6 / l a y s 2 3 8 191 4 2 9 1 0 4
2 n d  S e s s i o n  - - 8 5  d a y s * 2 3 0 1 6 8 39 8 1 1 9
1 s t  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  - 3  d a y s 9 _ D 9 8

T o t a l 4 7 7 > 3 5 9 8 3 6 2 3 1
* F o m n a l  r e c e s s ,  4 0  d a y s

4 T H  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 9 6 5 - 1 9 6 6
1 s t  S e s s i o n  -  v 5  d a y s 2 8 9 1 9 2 481 1 1 7
2 n d  S e s s i o n  - ^ 8 4 a a y s 2 38 1 4 9 3 8 7 1 6 9

T o t a l 5 2 7 341 868 2 8 6

5 T H  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 9 6 7 - 1 9 6 8
1 s t  S e s s i o n ^  7 7 h a ys 3 4 8 2 0 3 • 551 1 3 9
1 s t  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  6  d a y s 17 . 1 7 3 4 31
2 n d  S e s s i o n  -  8 6  d a y s 3 6 4 2 0 9 5 7 3 2 3 6

T o t a l 7 2 9 4 2 9 1 ,1 5 8 4 0 66T H  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 9 6 9 - 1 9 7 0
, 1 s t  S e s s i o n  -  9 5  d a y s 411 3 5 0 761 120

2 n d  S e s s i o n  - 1 4 7  d a y s 4 6 6 • 2 5 2 7 1 8 2 5 3
T o t a l 8 7 7 6 0 2 1 ,4 7 9 3 7 3

7 T H  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 971  - 1 9 7 2
•

J 1 s t  S e s s i o n  - 1 2 1  d a y s 4 7 0 2 4 7 7 1 7 1312n d  S e s s i o n  - 1 6 1  d a y s 3 6 3  ' 1 8 9 5 5 2 2 0 8
T o t a l 8 3 3 4 3 6 1 ,2 6 9 3 3 98T H  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 9 7 3  -  1 9 7 4

. 1 s t  S e s s i o r ^ 9 0 / b a y s 4 2 4 2 5 9 6 8 3 911s t  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  2 7  d a y s 10 .9 19 8
2 n d  S e s s i o n  -  9 6  d a y s 4 3 8 2 7 8 7 1 6 1 4 72n d  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  4  d a y s 9 8 17 9

i ■ T o t a l 881 5 5 4 1 ,4 3 5 2 5 5

9 T H  L E G I S L A T U R E ;  1 9 7 5  - 1 9 7 6 •

1 s t  S e s s i o n  - 1 3 9  d a y s 5 3 8 4 7 4 1,010 220
I 2 n d  S e s s i o n  -  1 4 2  d a y s 3 9 7 2 8 9 686 2 7 9

T o t a l 9 3 5 76 1 1 ,6 9 6 4 9 9

1 0 T H  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 9 7 7  - 1 9 7 6
I 1 s t  S e s s i o n  - 1 4 1  d a y s 5 5 2 3 7 0 9 2 2 1 5 5

2 n d  S e s s i o n  - 1 6 1  d a y s 4 3 4 2 7 2 7 0 6 1 8 2
T o t a l 9 8 6 6 4 2 1 ,6 2 8 3 3 7  •

1 1 T H  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 9 7 9 - 1 9 8 01s t  S e s s i o n  - 1 1 2  d a y s 503 2 8 9 7 9 2 . 8 7
1 s t  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  3  d a y s 3 2 5 41 2 n d  S e s s i o n  - 1 4 5  d a y s 533 2 9 9 8 3 2 1 7 6
2 n d  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  3 d a y s __0 0 0 _3

T o t a l 1 ,0 3 9 5 9 0 1 ,6 2 9 2 7 0

- 1 0 1 -



L E G I S L A T U R E / S E S S I O N  
& N U M B E R  O F  D A Y S

B I L L S  I N T R O D U C E D  
H O U S E  S E N A T E  T O T A L

B I L L S  ! 
B E C A M E  L A W

1 2 T H  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1981 -  1 9 8 2  
1 s t  S e s s i o n  * 1 6 5  d a y s 6 2 0 6 0 6 1 ,2 2 6 120
1 s t  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  3 d a y s 0 1 1 0
2 n d  S e s s i o n  - 1 4 4  d a y s 2 7 4 2 9 2 5 6 6 144

-  T o t a l 8 9 4 8 9 9 1 ,7 9 3 2 6 4

1 3 T H  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 9 8 3  -  1 9 8 4  
1 s t  S e s s i o n  - 1 6 2  d a y s 4 4 9 3 1 8 7 6 7 109
2 n d  S e s s i o n  - 1 5 2  d a y s 2 7 3 2 3 6 5 0 9 171

• T o t a l 7 2 2 5 5 4 1 ,2 7 6 2 8 0

1 4 T H  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 9 8 5  -  1 9 8 6  
' 1 s t  S e s s i o n  • 1 1 9  d a y s 4 4 8 3 2 2 7 7 0 1 05

1 s t  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  3 0  d a y s 0 0 0 0
2 n d  S e s s i o n  -  1 2 0  d a y s  * • 2 6 2 1 6 7 4 2 9 146

T o t a l 7 1 0 4 8 9 1 ,1 9 9 251

1 5 T H  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 9 8 7  -  1 9 8 8  
1 s t  S e s s i o n  - 1 2 2  d a y s 3 2 7 3 1 0 6 3 7 9 6
1 s t  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  3 d a y s 2 2 4 0

1732 n d  S e s s i o n  -  121 d a y s 2 3 8 2 0 8 4 4 6
T o t a l 5 6 7 5 2 0 1 ,0 8 7 2 7 4

1 6 T H  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 9 8 9 - 1 9 9 0  
1 s t  S e s s i o n  - 1 2 1  d a y s • 3 6 0 3 3 1 691 1 1 7
2 n d  S e s s i o n  -  1 2 2  d a y s  . 2 3 0 221 4 5 9 211
1 s t  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  - 1 4  d a y s  v _5 4 9 1

T o t a l 6 0 3 5 5 6 1 ,1 5 9 •3 2 9

1 7 T H  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1991 - 1 9 9 2  
1 s t  S e s s i o n  - 1 2 2  d a y s 3 5 6 3 1 3 6 6 9 9 6
2 n d  S e s s i o n  -  1 2 2  d a y s 2 3 6 1 6 4 4 0 0 137
1 s t  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  4  d a y s 6 6 12 .5
2 n d  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  8 d a y s 4 • 2 6 _1

T o t a l 6 0 2 4 8 5 1 ,0 8 7 2 3 9

1 8 T H  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 9 9 3  -  1 9 9 4  
1 s t  S e s s i o n  - 1 2 1  d a y s 3 0 4 2 1 8 5 2 2 8 3
2 n d  S e s s i o n  - 1 2 1  d a y s 2 4 4 1 6 3 4 0 7 131
1 s t  S p e c i a l  s e s s i o n 0 0 0 8

(7 d a y s  S e n a t e ,  5 d a y s  H o u s e )  
2 n d  S p e c i a l  s e s s i o n  -  3 d a y s 2 2 4 2

T o t a l 5 5 0 3 8 3 9 3 3 2 2 4

1 9 T H  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 9 9 5  -  1 9 9 6  
1 s t  S e s s i o n  - 1 2 1  d a y o 3 5 2 1 8 7 5 3 9 1 0 5
2 n d  S e s s i o n  - 1 2 2  d a y s 202 1 4 0 3 4 2 14 6
1 s t  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  3 0  d a y s 10 12 22 6

T o t a l 5 6 4 3 3 9 9 0 3 2 5 7

2 0 T H  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 9 9 7  -  1 9 9 8  
1 s t  S e s s i o n  - 1 1 9  d a y s 2 8 9 2 0 6 4 9 5 113
2 n d  S e s s i o n  - 1 2 2  d a y s 202 • 1 5 4 3 5 6 1 4 2
1 s t  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  7 d a y s 1 2 3 • 1
2 n d  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  2  d a y s 1 1 2 0

4 9 3 3 6 3  | 8 5 6 2 5 6



L E G I S L A T U R E / S E S S I O N  
&  N U M B E R  O F  D A Y S

B I L L S  I N T R O D U C E D  
H O U S E  S E N A T E  T O T A L

B I L L S  
B E C A M E  L A W

21 S T  L E G I S L A T U R E :  1 9 9 9 - 2 0 0 0
1 s t  S e s s i o n  - 1 2 1  d a y s 2 5 3 1 8 5 4 3 8 9 4
1 s t  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  6 d a y s 1 1 2 2
2 n d  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  9 d a y s 0 0 0 2
2 n d  S e s s i o n  - 1 1 5  d a y s 195 1 2 9 3 2 4 1 36
3 r d  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  3  d a y s 2 2 • 4 2

T o t a l 451 . 3 1 7 7 6 8 2 3 6

2 2 N D  L E G I S L A T U R E :  2001 -  2 0 0 2
1 s t  S e s s i o n  - 1 2 1  d a y s 2 7 6 2 2 9 5 0 5 103
1 s t  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  3 d a y s ' 0 0 0 1
2 n d  S e s s i o n  - 1 2 3  d a y s 2 5 6 14 3 3 9 9 1 4 3
2 n d  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  5  d a y s 8 12 20 5
3 r d  S p e c i a l  S e s s i o n  -  4  d a y s 2 _2 4 2

T o t a l 5 4 2 3 8 6 9 2 8 2 5 4



Legislation Passed by Both Houses 
1979 -  1992

L e g i s l a t u r e
S e n a t e
' B l t l v

H O U 8 B
B i n s

T o t a l
B i l l s

S e n a t e
R e s o l u t i o n s

H o u s e
R e s o l u t i o n s

T o t a l
R e s o l u t i o n s11t h

1 9 7 9 5 4 6 2 1 1 6 18 15 3 3

1 9 B 0 9 5 1 0 4 1 9 9 20 2 9 4 9

T o t a l . 1 4 9 1 66 3 1 5 . 3 8 4 4 8 212t h 20 4 61981 7 5 5 8 1 33 2 6

• 1 9 8 2 9 2 6 9 161 10 10 20
T o t a l 1 6 7 1 27 2 9 4 3 6 3 0 66

1 3 t h
1 9 8 3 5 4 5 9 1 1 3 11 - 1 8 2 9

1 9 8 4 9 0 9 2 1 8 2 17 2 4 41

T o t a l 1 4 4 151 2 9 5 2 8 4 2 7 0

1 4 - t h
1 7 2 51 9 8 5 4 8 5 9 1 C 7 8

1 9 8 6 6 4 90 1 5 4 19 1 5 3 4

T o t a l 112 149 261 2 7 3 2 5 9

1 5 t h
1 9 8 7 4 7 57 1 0 4 18 22 4 0

1 9 B 8 9 4  • 88 1 8 2 3 6 3 3 6 9

T o t a l 141 145 2 8 6 5 4 5 5 109

1 6 t h
1 9 8 9 6 0 59 1 1 9 4 2 31 7 3

1 9 9 0 1 0 3 112 2 1 5 3 8 4 5 83

T o t a l 1 6 3 171 3 3 4 8 0 7 6 156

1 7 t h
611 991 5 2 5 4 1 06 2 7 3 4

1 9 9 2 7 4 7 5 1 4 9 21 2 9 50

T o t a l 1 2 6 1 2 9 2 5 5 4 8 6 3 111
S o u r c s :  F i n a l  S t a t u s  o f  B i l l s  a n d  R e s o l u t i o n s ,  S t a t i s t i c a l  S u m m a r y ,  L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y

S t a t i s t i c s  u s e d :  H o u s e  B i l l s  a n d  R e s o l u t i o n s — N u m b e r t h a t  p a s s e d  t h o  S e n a t e .
S o n a t a  B ills  a n d  R e s o lu t i o n s -  - N u m b e r t h a t  p a s s e d  t h o  H o u s e .Prepared by the Legislative Research Agency, August 1992.
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B I L L S  P A S S E D  B Y  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  1 9 8 6
LAST TWO WEEKS OF SESSION

D A Y  O F  S E S S IO N



B I L L S  P A S S E D  B Y  L E G I S L A T U R E  -  1 9 8 7
LAST TWO WEEKS OF SESSION

D A Y  O F  S E S S IO N



DILLS PASSED BY THE ALASKA LEGISLATURE 
DURING THE LAST TWO WEEKS OF SESSION 
1985-1987

1985

BILLS PASSED BY
DAY HOUSE SENATE BOTH

106 2.0 2.0
107 1.0 2.0
108 A.O 3\j0-
109 3.0 2.0110 1.0 2.0111 4.0 1.0112 5.0
113 3.0 3.0
114 4.0 5.0
115 4.0 3.0 1.0
116 2.0 5.0 1.0
117 4.0 5.0 1.0
118 ■ 14.0 6.0 3.0
119 7.0 17.0 7.0120

TOTAL 58.0 56.0 13.0

AVERAGE 4.1 4.0 0.9

1986
BILLS PASSED BY

DAY HOUSE SENATE BOTH

106
107 5.0 4.0
108 4.0 5.0
109 4.0 2.0 1.0110 3.0111112
113 6.0 5.0
114 7.0 3.0 1.0
115 7.0 3.0
116 2.0 4.0 1.0
117 3.0 4.0 2.0
118 4.0 9.0 1.0
119 4.0 11.0120 11.0 22.0 8.0

60.0 72:0 14.0

4.3 5.1 1.0

1987 
BILLS PASSED BY

DAY HOUSE SENATE BOTH

106
107 4.0 5.0
108 5.0 2.0
109 tf.O 4.0110 4.0 2.0111 5.0 5.0112
113 7.0 2.0
114 4.0 4.0
115 7.0 5.0
116 4.0 10.0 1.0
117 2.0 3.0 1.0
118 6.0 3.0 2.0
119 8.0 6.0 6.0120 14.0 16.0 11.0

72.0 67.0 21.0
5.1 4.8 1.5

Prepared by the House Research Agency, January 13, 1987, (100287-12; 88-113A)..



Hudbar of Bill* end Resolutions r»3Hd During LagUlatlva Session
Fourteenth Alaska Legislature - 1»t Session - 1905

HOUSE
MUHSER OF R I L L S  PASSED

SEKATE 
HUHSER OF B I L L S  PASSED

BOTH
HUHSER OF BILLS RAISED

S e s s io n  T o t a l

D a y  106 
D a y  107 
D a y  108 
D a y  109 
D a y  110 
D a y  111 
D a y  112 
D a y  113 
D a y  11*
D a y  115 
D a y  116 
D a y  117 
D a y  118 
D a y  119 
D a y  120

1* Day Tota lc

D a l l y  P a r c a n t  o f  T o t a l

D a y  106 
D a y  107 
D a y  108 
D a y  109 
D a y  110 
D a y  111 
D a y  112 
D a y  113 
D a y  11*

D a y  115 
D a y  116 
D a y  117 
D a y  118 
D a y  119 
D a y  120

1* D a y  T o t a l a

H o t e l  H8 *' H nuaa B i l t a  
S I  -  S e n a te  I I  l i t  
HR ■ K o u s s  R e s o lu t io n s  
SX -  S o n a ta  R e s o lu t io n s

HB SB HR M
110 *8 38 8

2 0 1 0
1 0 0 0
2 2 2 0
3 0 0 0
1 0 0 1
* 0 0 0
5 0 0 0
2 1 0 0
4 0 0 0
3 1 2 0
1 1 2 0
3 1 2 0

10 * 1 0
1 6 0 0
0 0 0 0

*2

■I

16 10 1

1 .8 0 .0 2 .6 0 .0
0 .9 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
1 .8 * .2 5 .3 0 .0
2 .7 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
0 .9 0 .0 0 .0 12 .5
3 .6 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
* .5 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
1 .8 2 .1 0 .0 0 .0
3 .6 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
2 .7 2 .1 5 .3 0 .0
0 .9 2 .1 5 .3 0 .0
2 .7 2 .1 5 .3 0 .0
9 .1 8 .3 2 .6 0 .0
0 .9 12 .5 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

38 .2 33 .3 2 6 .3 12.5

HB S3 HR SR

59 S3 17 20
0 2 0 0
0 2 0 1
1 2 0 0
1 1 0 0
0 2 1 0
0 1 0 z
0 0 0 0
0 3 0 0
2 3 1 1
0 3 0 2
1 * 0 0
* 1 0 1
2 * 0 1

16 1 • 0 1
0 0 0 0

27 29 2 9

0 .0 2 .* 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 2 .* 0 .0 5 .0
1 .7 2 .4 0 .0 0 .0
1 .7 1 .2 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 2 .4 5 .9 0 .0
0 .0 1 .2 0 .0 10 .0
0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 3 .6 0 .0 0 .0
3 .* 3 .6 5 .9 5 .0
0 .0 3 .6 0 .0 10 .0
1 .7 4 .8 0 .0 0 .0
6 .8 1 .2 0 .0 5 .0
3 .* 4 .8 0 .0 5 .0

27.1 1 .2 0 .0 5 .0
0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

* 5 .8 34 .9 11 .8 4 5 .0

-  • - - • • ■ a as a
H8 SB HR SR
59 48 17 8
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 1 0
0 1 • 0 0
0 1 0 0
1 0 0 0
1 2 0 0
4 3 0 0
0 0 0 0

6 7 1 0

0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 0 .0 5 .9 0 .0
0 .0 2 .1 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 2.1 0 .0 0 .0
1 .7 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0
1 .7 4 .2 0 .0 0 .0
6 .8 6 .3 0 .0 0 .0
0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

10 .2 14.6 5 .9 0 .0

P r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  H o u se  R e s e a r c h  A g e n c y , J s n u a r y  1988, ( 88. 113S1;  100287- 12) .



Huibe^of BilU and Resolutions Pasaed During Em *,co
Fourteenth Alaska Legislature • 2nd Session - 1966

HOUSE
HUMBER OF B IL L S  PASSED

S a a a lo n  T o t a l  

D a y  106
Day 107
D a y  108 
D a y  109 
D a y  110 
D a y  111 
D a y  112 
D a y  113 
D a y  116 
D a y  115 
D a y  116 
D a y  117 
D a y  118 
D a y  119 
D a y  120

1*  D a y  T o t a l s

D a l l y  P e r c e n t  o f  T o t a l

D a y  106 
D a y  107 
D a y  100 
D a y  109 
D a y  110 
D a y  111 
D a y  112 
D a y  113 
D a y  116 
D a y  115 
D a y  116 
D a y  117 
D a y  118 
D a y  119 
D a y  120

16 Day T o ta ls
N o te :  HB - H ou se  B i l l s

SB  ■ S e n a te  B i l l s  
HR -  H ouaa R e s o lu t io n s  
SR • S e n a te  R e s o lu t io n s

HB SB HR SR

166 66 26 19

0 0 0 0
5 0 . 0 0
6 0 0 0
3 1 0 0
2 1 1 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
6 0 1 0
6 3 1 0
5 2 0 0
1 1 0 0
0 3 0 0
1 3 0 1
0 6 0 1
1 10 1 2

32 28 6 6

I

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
3.5 0.0 0.0 0.0
2.8 0.0 0.0 0.0
2.1 1.6 0.0 0.0
1.6 1.6 6.2 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
6.2 0.0 6.2 0.0
2.8 6.7 6.2 0.0
3.5 3.1 0.0 0.0
0.7 1.6 0.0 0.0
0.0 6.7 0.0 0.0
0.7 6.7 0.0 5.3
0.0 6.3 0.0 5.3
0.7 15.6 6.2 10.5

22.2 63.8 16.7 21.1

SENATE 

HUMBER OF H U B  PASSED

HB SB HR SR

BOTH
HUMBER OF BILLS PASSED

90 96 15 32

0 0 0 0
0 6 0 1
1 6 0 0
1 1 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 5 0 0
0 3 0 3
0 3 0 0
2 2 0 1
2 2 0 0
6 3 0 0

10 1 0 0
22 0 3 0

66 28 3 5

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 6.3 0.0 3.1
1.1 6.3 0.0 0.0
1.1 1.1 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 5.3 0.0 0.0
0.0 3.2 0.0 9.6
0.0 3.2 0.0 0.0
2.2 2.1 0.0 3.1
2.2 2.1 0.0 0.0
6.7 3.2 0.0 0.0

11.1 1.1 0.0 •0.0
26.6 0.0 20.0 0.0

68.9 29.8 20.0 15.6

HB SB HR SR

90 66 15 19

0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 1 0 0
2 0 0 0
0 1 0 . 1
0 0 0 0
6 2 0 0

8 6 0 1

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 1.6 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 1.6 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 1.6 0.0 0.0
2.2 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 1.6 0.0 5.3
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
6.7 3.1 0.0 0.0

8.9 9,6 0.0 5.3

P r e p a r e d  b y  t h a  H ouaa  R e s e a r c h  A f le n c y , J a n u a ry  1988,  ( 88- 113S2; 100287- 12) .



Nu*ber"*of Bills and * solution* passed During Lsglslatlv* Session
Flfteonth Alaska Laglslatura - 1st Session 1 1987

HOUSE
HUMBER OF B I L L S  PASSED

HB S I HR SR

S e s s io n  T o t a l 106 67 61 I B

D a y  106 0 0 0 0
• D a y  107 6 0 2 0

D a y  108 6 1 2 0
D a y  109 2 0 0 0
D a y  110 3 1 1 0
D a y  111 6 1 1 0

. D a y  112 0 0 0 0
D a y  113 7 0 0 0
D a y  116 6 0 0 0
D a y  115 6 1 1 0
D a y  116 3 1 1 0
D a y  117 1 1 0 0
D a y  118 2 6 3 1
D a y  119 1 7 0 0
D a y  120 6 10 2 0

16 D a y  T o t a l s 65 27 13 1

D a i l y  P a r c a n t  o f  T o t a l

D a y  106 
D a y  107 
D a y  108 
D a y  109 
D a y  110 
D a y  111 
D a y  112 
D a y  113 
D a y  11A 

D a y  115 
D a y  116 
D a y  117 
D a y  118 
D a y  119 
D a y  120

16 D a y  T o t a l s

M o te :  HB • H ou se  B i l l s
SB -  S o n a ta  B i l l s  
HR • H o u so  R e s o lu t io n s  
SR -  S o n a ta  R e s o lu t io n s

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
3.8 0.0 6.9 0.0
3.8 2.1 6.9 0.0
1.9 0.0 0.0 0.0
2.8 2.1 2.6 0.0
3.8 2.1 2.6 0.0
0.0 0.0 J .O 0.0
6.6 0.0 0.0 0.0
3.8 0.0 0.0 0.0
5.7 2.1 2.6 0.0
2.8 2.1 2.6 0.0
0.9 2.1 0.0 0.0
1.9 8.5 7.3 5.6
0.9 16.9 0.0 0.0
3.8 21.3 6.9 0.0

62.5 57.6 31.7 5.6

SEHATE 
NUMBER OF B I L L S  PASSED

HB S I HR SR

57 106 22 63

0 0 0 0
0 5 0 2
0 2 0 0
0 6 0 1
0 2 1 0
0 5 0 1
0 0 0 0
0 2 1 0
1 3 0 1
1 6 0 0
3 7 0 0
0 3 0 1
2 1 1 2
6 2 0 1

11 5 0 0

22 65 3 9

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 6.7 0.0 6.2
0.0 1.9 0.0 0.0
0.0 3.8 0.0 2.1
0.0 1.9 6.5 0.0
0.0 6.7 0.0 2.1
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 1.9 6.5 0.0
1.8 2.8 0.0 2.1
1.8 3.8 0.0 0.0
5.3 6.6 0.0 0.0
0.0 2.8 0.0 2.1
3.5 0.9 6.5 6.2
7.0 1.9 0.0 2.1

19.3 6.7 0.0 0.0

38.6 62.5 13.6 18.8

P r e p a r e d  b y  t h e  H ouaa  R e s o a r c h  A g e n c y , J a n u a r y  1988,  <88- 11353;  100287- 12) .

BOTH
NUMBER OF BILLB PASSED

HI S I HR SR

57 67 22 18

0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 ■ 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
D 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
0 0 0 0
1 0 0 0
0 1 ■ 0 0
1 1 0 1
1 5 0 0
8 3 0 0

11 10 0 1

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1.8 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 2.1 0.0 0.0
1.8 2.1 0.0 5.6
1.8 10.6 0.0 0.0

16.0 6.6 0.0 0.0

19.3 21.3 0.0 5.6




