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Senate Bill 318 Sponsor Statement
“An Act relating to a preference for the consumptive use of fish and game.”

Article VIII, Section 3 of the Alaska Constitution provides that, “Wherever occurring in their
natural state, fish, wildlife, and waters are reserved to the people for common use.”

Article VIII, Section 4 of the Alaska Constitution provides that, “Fish, forests, wildlife,
grasslands, and all other replenishable resources belonging to the State shall be utilized,
developed, and maintained on the sustained yield principle, subject to preferences among
beneficial uses.”

The qualifying phrase “subject to preferences among beneficial uses” signals recognition by the
constitutional delegates that not all the demands made upon resources can be satisfied, and that
prudent resource management based on modem conservation principles necessarily involves
prioritizing competing uses.

Alaska’s natural resources are “public trust” assets. They are held by the state i trust for the
benefit of all its people. In Alaska, the Legislature serves as the “Trustee” of these assets. As
such, it has delegated some of its trust powers and duties to the Board of Fish, the Board of
Game and the Department of Fish and Game.

Senate Bill 318 gives direction from the Trustees (the Legislature) to the Boards and the
Department that, when making decisions regarding the management and/or allocation of these
commonly owned assets, they should recognize that the consumptive use of wild fish and game
resources by Alaskans to feed themselves and their families represents a high preference among
competing uses.
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Nurrber: 1
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bll Version: CSSB 318 (RES)
(S) Publish Dete: 4/8/04
Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Fish and Game
Title Consumptive Use of Fish and Game |RDU
Component
Sponsor Senator Seekins
Requester Senate Resources Component No.
Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Giants & Claims

Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

|CAPITAL EXPENDITURES |

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) i ! | I |
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS

Full-time

Part-time

Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Passage of this legislation would have no fiscal impact.

Phone 465-6137
DateTTime 2/27/04 4:36 PM

Date 2/27/2004

Prepared by:  Sarah Gilbertson, Legislative Liaison
Division Alaska Department of Fish & Game

Approved by: Commissioner Kevin Duffy

Agency Alaska Departrrem of Ash &Game
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