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M EMORANDUM

TO: Senator Ralph Seekins, Chairman
Judiciary Comm ittee

FROM: Senator Gary Wilken V>
| A
DATE: January 15,2004
RE: Senate Bill 244 - Increase Fine For School Zone Violations

I respectfully request that Senate Bill 244, Increase Fine For School Zone
Violations, be scheduled for a hearing before the Senate Judiciary Com m ittee.

Senate Bill 244 doubles the fine accessed for a motor vehicle violation in a school
zone, not to exceed $600.00. This legislation reconfirms our commitment to

safety for all, but especially for children.

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance in scheduling a hearing.

Proudly Representing the Ciolden Heart of Alaska
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SSTATEMENTS - 3FACTS

SENATE BILL 244
Increase Fine For School Zone Violations

3 Staterments:
1) Senate Bill 244 will heighten the awareness of drivers in school zones
to slow down and be more cautious.
2) Senate Bill 244 elevates the seriousness of school zone violations.
3) Senate Bill 244 will help keep our children safer when walking to and
from school by slowing traffic down.

3 Facts:
1) Senate Bill 244 doubles the fine for violations committed in a school
ZOore.
2) Under the passage of Senate Bill 244, the maximum fine will ke
raised to $600.
3) Signage will be posted in school zones to inform drivers of the double
fire.

Proudly Representing the Gulden Henri of Alaska
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SPONSOR STATEMENT

Senate Bill 244
Increase Fine For School Zone Violations

Scnale Bill 244 doubles the fine assessed for motor vehicle or traffic offenses committed
in a school zone. This bill mirrors a law passed by the Alaska State Legislature in 1998,
which doubled the fine for violations committed in a highway work zone. Scnale Bill 244
not only elevates the seriousness of school zones violations, but also reconfirms our

commitment to the safety of children.

Because of the high concentration of children walking to and from school, most often in
poor visibility conditions, drivers need to be ever vigilant in a school zone. Appropriate
signage will alert drivers of the double fine and will remind them to slow down and be

extra cautious.

Please join me in protecting our children by endorsing and passing Senate Bill 244.

Proudly Representing the Golden Heart of Alaska



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB244-ACS-TC-1 -23-04
(Q Publish Date:

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected]

Title Offenses committed in school zones BRU Alaska Court System
Component Trial Courts

Sponsor Senator Wilken

Requester Component No.

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include Inflation unless otherwise rioted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005  FY 2006  FY 2007  FY 2008 FY 2009  FY 2010

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I I

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 00
Mark this hox ZX) iffunding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach d separate page if necessary)
The Alaska Court System does not anticipate any fiscal impact from the passage of SB 244.

Prepared by:  Doug Wooliver Administrative Attorney Phone 463-4750
Division Alaska Court System Date/Time 1/23/04 9:03 AM
Approved by: Stephanie Cole Administrative Director by Doug Wooliver Date 1/23/2004
Agency Alaska Court System
Page 1of 1
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:

2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: SB244-DPS-AST-1-26-04
(O Publish Date:

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: DPS

Title Increase Fines for School Zone Vio. |[RDU Alaska State Troopers
Component AST Detachment

Sponsor Sen. Wilken

Requester Senate Judiciary Component No. 2325

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005  FY 2006  FY 2007  FY 2008  FY 2009 FY 2010

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL

0.0 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this hill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS:  (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This hill will double the amount of a fine imposed for traffic infractions committed in a school zone. This in

essence, will make the penalties for these infractions the same as the penalties for traffic infractions
committed in highway work zones.

To implement the provisions of this bill, the Department of Public Safety will be required to work with the
Department of Transportation to modify existing traffic regulations. The cost of accomplishing the

regulation changes is anticipated to be minimal.

No fiscal impact to the Department of Public Safety is anticipated.

Prepared by: Lt Al Storey Phone 269-4532
Division Alaska State Troopers Date/Time 1/29/04 10:32 P M

Approved by: Commissioner William Tandeske Date 1/29/2004

Agency Department of Public Safety

(Revised 12700BCOMB) Page 1of 1
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13 AAC 02.325 Pi mi.K m akiity 13 AAC 02.330

13 AAC 02.325. SPECIAL SPEED LIMITATIONS. Li) No person
may drive a motor-driven cycle when lights are required to he turned
on as prescribed under 13 AAC 04.010 alL a speed greater tlian allowed
by the intensity of the headlights as provided by 13 AAC 04.320.

(b) No person may drive a vehicle which is towing a mobile home at
a speed greater than 45 miles per hour.

(c) No person may drive a vehicle equipped with lighted headlights
described in 13 AAC 04.020(g) at a speed greater than is reasonable
and prudent under the conditions specified in 13 AAC 04.010.

(d) No person may drive a vehicle at a speed in excess 0f20 miles per
hour when passing a marked public school or playground crosswalk
diat is posted with an official school, school crossing or spoed-control
signh, The speed zone at the crosswalk extends 300 feet in either
direction from the marked crosswalk.

(e) No person may drive a vehicle passing a school bus displaying
alternately flashing yellow lights as provided in 13 AAC 04.097(b) at a

speed greater than 20 miles per hour. o .
if) No person may drive a vehicle or a combination of vehicles over

a bridge or other elevated structure or through a tunnel or underpass
constituting a part of a highway, ferry facilily or city street at a rate of
speed or with a gross weight or of a size which is greater than the
maximum speed or maximum weight or size designated by an official
traffic-control device. (In effect before 7/28/59; am 12/15/61. Register 3;
am 8/10/66, Register 22; am 12/31/69, Register 31; am 6/28/79, Register
10; am 10/2/92, Register 123)

Authority: AS 28.05.011

13 AAC 02.330. RACING ON HIGHWAYS, (a) No person may
participate in a race bclween moLor vehicles upon a public highway,

except as provided in AS 05.90.001.
(13 As used in this section, “race" means the use of one or more

vehicles in attempting to outgain or outdistance another vehicle or
while comparing or contesting relative speeds or powers nfacceleratinn
of ihe vehicles over a specified or unspecified distance or route,
whether or not the speed exceeds the maximum prescribed by law tEff
12/31/69, Register 31; am 6/28/79, Register 70; am 10/2/92, Register

123)
Authority: AS ZHOfi (Il

ARTICLE 8. STOPPING, STANDING, AND PARKING.

Seelion Srction
in  Slopping, standing, inpmlung nil  -J5tl1Kcpi-alnlt
highway anil in nlhnr Inrations B5 [Kepnalnli
[In THEm s aiillnuT/eil Inivninw vi'ln Mtit) Tjitpiulril)
clrs iiiia Alliliimnal parlung ivgol.iimns

23



13 AAC 08.210 A iaska A oministiiativk Coin: IM AAC 08.210

Section Section

ions niiiilf in ilnvnc inipmvniiirnl 280, IKcpe.ilrill

interview 28N Adnunislr.llivr review nf >iispi mum
2711 121ir;tirli | for pnnit m<uinnl.ilinn

27"). Knrm <| notice of siiKpiMismn for 200 Dclimlimis
point nccutnuliilion

13AAC 08.210. DEMERIT POINT SCHEDULE. Km put |it"-:- ol
administratively identifying habitimlly reckless or negligenl drivers
nnd habitual or frequent violators of irallic laws ami in order lo
identify problem drivers, the following violations will be accorded these
corresponding numerical weights upon conviction:

Point
Violation or'type of Violations Viilin;
st antelled SUShended, b revoked. of i violstion o
license I|m|tat|on ..............................................................................
(2) except as provided in (20) of this section, driving while
INTOXICALET oo 10
(3) reckIESS ATIVING s Lo 10
(1) speed contest-racing s 10
(5) llceing or attempting toelude n police ollicer . 10
|f|) leaving SCeNe 0f ACCTARNT s 0
) negllgent LA AT (
(h8 fallure to yield right-of-way to authorized emergency
VENTCIR st b
) failure to stop for school hus while bus is loading or
unloadln? ................................................. 0
110) failure to obey official traffic control device m school
zone, playground croSswalk, 0r Park s 0
(ll)speedlng
|n school zone or playground croSSWalk ... fi
— 9 miles per hour oVer lM it s 2
10 — 19 miles per hour oVer [im it 1
20 or more miles per hour OVEr 1im it 0
112) violation of oversize or overweight permit pertaining to
restriction on speed:
1 — 9 miles per hour oVer M it 2
10 — 19 miles per hour over im it d
20 or more miles per hour oVer M it i 6
on hours of 0Peration e 3
(13) Careless driVING s d
(Id) followmg LOO CLOSEIY o d
(18) failure Lo Stop OF YIEI o d
(1) aSSAUIt WIth VENTCIE s 10
(17) negligent homicide or manslaughter with a vehicle 10



13 AAC 0fl.220 Pinn.ic Sm'I'Ty 13 AAC 08.230

I'oint

Violation or Type of Violations Value
(18) ririving a commercial motor vehicle while commercial
driver’s license disqualified, cancelled, suspended, revoked, or

in violation of a license limitation ... 10
(19) driving a commercial motor vehicle after being ordered

“out of service" under 49 C.F.R. 390.9(c) or AS 28.33.130(c) ... 0
(20) driving a commercial motor vehicle while intoxicated or

under the influence of a controlled .substance........ccccoeennnine, 10

(21) all BTN ETS e 2

(FIT. 11/4/74, Register 52; am 3/29/75, Register 53; am 12/1/78, Register
08; am 0/28/80, Register 76; am 3/28/82, Register 81; am 10/2/92,

Register 123; am 10/1/94, Register 131)

Authority: AS 28.0S 011 - AS 28.10.221 A.S 28.02.080

13 AAC 08.220. POINT ACCUMULATION — APPLICATION
TO DRIVER RECORD; COVERAGE, (a) Repealed 12/1/78.

(h) Coverage and Application to Operators. 13 AAC 08.210 —
13 AAC 08.290 apply to all operators of motor vehicles in this state,
whether licensed or unlicensed in this state

(c) Point Accumulation — Action by Department. Upon the
accumulation ofsix demerit points in any consecutive 12-month period
or upon the accumulation of nine demerit points in any consecutive
24-month period, as reflected by a person’ driving record, the depart-
ment will send a warning letter advising the person of his present
driving status and (he possibility of future action against the person's
driver's license by the department. The warning letter will he sent v
regular first class mail to the current address of the person as listed in
the department's records.

Id) Repealed 12/1/78.

(EIf. 11/4/74, Register52; am 12/1/78, Register 68; am 3/28/82, Register

81)
Authority: AS 28.15.221 < AS 28 15281

in AAC 08.230. SUSPENSION OR REVOCATION OE DRIV-
ING PRIVILEGE — DURATION, (a) The department, will suspend
a persons driving privilege for one month upon an initial accumulation
of 12 or more points as the result of offenses committed during any
consecutive 12-month period or 18 or more points as a result of offenses
committed during any consecutive 24 month period.

(h) Ifwithin 24 consecutive months from the effective date ofa prior
suspension far point accumulation a person again accrues demerit
points requiring the withdrawal of a driving privilege, the driving
privilege will ho suspended for throe months.

111



§ 28.40.050 M otok Vehicles 604
(9) “season" means one calendar year beginning October 1 and ending September 30;
(10) “snowmobile” means a self-propelled vehicle primarily designed or altered for

travel on snow or ice when supported in part by skis, belts, or cleats;“snowmobile" does

not include machinery used strictly for the grooming of snowmobile trails or ski slopes.

(§ 1ch 134 SLA 1998)

Chapter 40. General Provisions.

Section .
100. Definitions for title
110. Short title

Section o L

50. Penalties for violations of law, regulations, And
municipal ordinances

60. Breath test result validity o

70 Fines for ofTenscs committed within highway
work zones dojblud

Sec. 28.40.050. Penalties for violations of law, regulations, and municipal
ordinances, (a) Itis a misdemeanor for a person to violate a provision of this title unless
the violation is by this title or other law declared to be a felony or an infraction.

(b) A person convicted of a misdemeanor for'a vic'ation of a provision of this title for
which another penalty is not specifically provided is punishable by a fine of not more than
$500, or by imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or by both. In addition, the privilege
to drive or the registration of vehicles may be suspended or revoked.

() Unless otherwise specified by law a person convicted of a violation of a regulation
adopted under this title, or a municipal ordinance regulating vehicles or traffic when the
municipal ordinance does not correspond to a provision of this title, is guilty of an
infraction and is punishable by a fine not to exceed $300.

(d) An infraction, as provided for in (c) of this section, is not considered a criminal
offense and may not result in imprisonment, nor is a fine imposed for the commission of
an infraction considered a penal or criminal punishment; nor may the commission of a
single infraction result in the loss of a driver’s license or privilege to drive in this state
except as may result from the accumulation of points under AS 28.15.221 — 28.15.261, or
the respiration ofvehicles; nor does a person cited with an infraction have a right to trial
by jury or to court-appointed counsel.

(e) /Repealed., 8 5 ch 85 SLA 1987.] (§ 50-1-8 ACLA 1949; am § 12 ch 24 1SLA 197s,
am 88 22, 23 ch 144 SLA 1977; am § 5ch 85 SLA 1987)

Rcvisor’s notes. — Formerly AS 2835230, Re-
numbered in 1984

NOTES TO DECISIONS

Meaning of “law" in subsection (c). — The term

~This sectjon_%overns the pennlties for violn-
tions of this title, nnd creates three categories of
traffic offenses: felonies, misdemeanors and infrnc-
tions. State v. Clayton, 584 P.2d till (Alaska 1978).

Violations of AS 28.35.050(a) ore punishable un-
dleg%éhm section. Drnhosh v. State, 442 P.2d 44 (Alaska

~ Prerequisite to suspension of license or priv-
ilege to drive. — A driver's license or privilege to
drive cannot properly be suspended unless the driver
was in fact licensed or otherwise actuall?/ privileged to
drive a motor vehicle within the stole. Roberts v.
Slate, 700 P.2d 815 (Alaska Ct. App. 1985). _
Generic penalty provision. — Subsection (b) is
not a penalty provision dealing specifically with the
offense qfdnvm? while license suspended; rather it is
a %enenc penalty provision, broadly applicable to
violations of all Title 28 provisions for which the
%fecmc penalties arc given. Roberts v. Stale, 700 P.2d
)5 <Alaskn Ct. App. 1985).

“law,1as used in subsection (c) of this section, refers to
statutory enactments of the Alaska legislature and
cannot be read to include the provisions of municipal
ordinances. Anderson v. Municipality of Anchorage,
645 P.2d 205 (Alaska Ct. App. 1982). _
Nature of “correspondence” hetween ordi-
nance nnd stntutc required by subsection (c). —
The requirement of correspondence stated in subscc
tion (c) of this section calls for a level of similarity
between a mummEaI ordinance nnd n provision of AS
28that would make the ordinance n functional nquiv-
alent of its statutory counterpart. Anderson v. Mumc-
|faI||y of Anchorage, 645 P.2d 205 (Alaska Ct. App
982).

Tho legislature's purpose in enacting subsec-
tion (d) was to eliminate the criminal sti?ma from
minor traffic offenses while keeping the enforcement
of such offenses within the criminal system's proce-
durcs. State v. Clayton, 584 P.2) 1111 {Alaska 1978)



605

‘A prosecution for a truffle infraction is n quu-
si-criminal proceeding to which ccrtnin criminal
procedures including the issuance of warrants are
applicable. State v. Clayton, 584 P.2d 1111 (Alaska

978).
Alt)hough the language in subsection (d) with re?ard
Lo an infraction not being considered a criminal of-
fense nor a fine therefor a criminal punishment indi-
cates that the legislature did not intend to make
minor traffic offenses criminal offenses, it does not
follow that the legislature by labeling infractions
"noncriminal" meant that they are civil in nature and
thus that criminal procedures are not available for the
enforcement of infractions. State v. Clayton, 584 R2d
111 (Alaska 1978). o . .
~ Notwithstanding the legislative labeling of a traffic
infraction a noncriminal “offense b%/ this section, it
retaing many criminal terms, such as “convicted,”
"violation,” "quilty," "punishable by a fine." Stale v.
Clayton, 584 *2d 11)1 (Alaska 1978).
~ An infraction is not an offense for double
jeopardy purposes. Carlson v. Slate, 67(i P.2d GO3
(Alaska Ct. App. 1984).

eJury trial. — AS 28.10.105(a) (now repealed) nnd
the oiller registration statutes in pari materia do not
specify a violation of Hie re%i.stratio.n statutes as an
infraction, and thus under this section, such a viola-
tion is a misdemeanor punishable by up lo 90 days'

Collateral references. — 7AAm Jur 2d, Automo-
biles and Highway Trulfic, § 204.

G eneral Provisions

§ 28.40.070

imprisonment, and entitling a defendant lo a jury
trial, denial of which n?ht constitutes prejudicial
error, requiring a new trial. Epperly v. State, 648 P'2d
609 (Alaska Ct. App. 1982).

Tradilionnl use of criminal process not af-
fected. — In the absence ofexpress contrary declara-
tion, the legisiuture did not intend by the enactment
of subsection (d) to affect the traditional use of the
criminal process for enforcement of traffic infractions.
State v. Clayton, 584 P.2d 1111 (Aluska 1978).

This section mokes no changes in the traditional
mode of proceeding in criminal mutters with the
exception of its declaration that a person cited with an
infraction does not have a right to trial by jury or to
court-appointed counsel. The uclicn is brou?.h.t in (he
name of the slate; it is commenced by the filing of a
complaint by a law enforcement official, it is prose-
cuted by the district attorney. The exceptions apFear
to merely codﬁg existing constitutional law State v
Clayton, 584 P.2d ]J_’Ll(gAlaska 1978).

Applied in Mnnderson v. Slate, 655 P.2d 1320
(Alaska Ct. App. 1983).

Stated in,Francis v. Municipality of Anchorage, 64 1
P.2d 226d(A,|aska Ct. Ap[gJ. 1982).

Quoted in State v. Dutch Harbor Seafoods. Ltd.,
965 P.2d 738 (Alaska 1998).

Cited in Lowry v. State, 655 P2d 780 (Alaska Ct.
App. 1982).

61A C..J.S , Motor Vehicles, 8§ 588 to 595.

Sec. 28.40.060. Breath test result validity. Except for an offense under AS
28 85.280, if an offense described under this title requires that a chemical test of a
person's breath produce a particular result, and the chemical test is administered by a
properly calibrated instrument approved by the Department of Public Safety, the result
described by statute is not affected by the instrument’s working tolerance. ($ 17 ch 143

SLA 1996)

effective dates. — Section 17, ch. 143 SLA 199G,
which enacted this section, look effect on November 8,

1911b.
editor's notes. — Section 22, ch. 143 SLA 1996

pinviili-N thiii - Tnlcclions 1-13 and 17-21 of Lhis Act

apg{lg/ only lo acts committed on or after November 8,
1996 except that to the extent that the amendments
made by {0 6, 7, 10, 11, nnd 18-21 of this Act involve
prior convictions, those prior convictions may have
occurred before, on, or after November 8, 199"

NOTES TO DECISIONS

~ Effect of section on definition of driving while
intoxicated, — The practical elTcct. of this section is
to modify the definition of driving while intoxicated
under AS 28 .'15(13(111%12); the fact that ndriver's true
hloml-iilcohol or breath-alcohol level may be slightly
lower, tine lo liUoximetei's acknowledged margin of
cimi, is no longer relevant to quilt under AS
28.15,0|0IU}|2] Ma||9|||panc V. Municipality of An-
chor,ige, 971 I 2t 427 IAlaska Ct. Ai)p. 1999‘. ,
Working tolerance of intoxiineler. — In light of

the history of the inloximeter and its established
Workm? tolerance, the discussion in Ha&/nes r State,
Dept ofPublic Safety, 865 P.2tl 753 (Alaska 19931 and
the language of this section, it is clear that the
legislature implicitly decided thata OL percent work-
ing tolerance was “tolerablg inaccurate," and, there-
fore, irrelevant to the drivers quilt under AS
28.35 030(2)(2), and not in violation of state or federal
due Erocess rights. Dushnell v. Slate, 5 P.3d 889
(Alaska Cl. App 2000).

Sec. 28.40.070. Fines for offenses committed within highway work zones
doubled. Whenever a person violates a provision of this title or a regulation adopted
under the authority of this title within a highway work zone, notwithstanding the
iimmml. of the fine or the maximum fine set under this title, the fine, or maximum fine,
is double the amount provided in this title. ($ 2 ch 64 SLA 1998)



State of Alaska
Department of Public Safety
School Zone Violations
FY 2003

School Zone Citations
Agency see \SStihHtc'e£v*) S50 S9T S99, Total®
Alaska State Troopers 1 2 23 26

Anchorage Police Department 2 32 376 410
Fairbanks Police Department 0O 0 10 10
Juneau Police Department 0O 0 14 14
Ketchikan Police Department 0O 0 2 2
Palmer Police Department 0O 0 3 3
Sitka Police Department O 0 7 7
Skagway Police Department O 0 2 2
Wasilla Police Department o 0 7 7
0
All Agencies Total 3 34 444 481
S50 - Speed-School Zone (allows recording of exact speed)

S91 - Speed 41 mph over or more (School Zone)
S99 - Speed School Zone

"Note: Per DMV the S91 code is intended to be used for School Zone speeding violations.
It appears it has been used to record non-School zone speeding violations in some cases
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Dear Senator Wilken, December 31, 2003
My name is Bob Myers. | am the day custodian at Anne Wien Elementary, in the
Fairbanks Northstar Borough School District. Anne Wien is located on Danby Street In

Fairbanks.
One of my morning dudes is as a crossing guard on Danby Street We have military

housing across Danby and we have two intersections that feed military students to Anne
Wien and Randy Smith Middle School. Due to funding, we have only one crossing guard
from Laidlaw Transportation. Leslie Campbell, our Principle at Anne Wien, has asked me to
be the crossing guard at the other one. | have been doing this for fouryears.

In fouryears, | have seen many things at this intersection. Dandy’s speed limit is
normally 40 but reduces to 20 during crossing hours. Speeding is a daily occurrence. Peak
time for my students to cross is at the same time as the peak of the morning rush hour.
Other experiences | have encountered Include cars running through my stop sign, with
students in the crosswalk and cars slideing sideways at me on slick roads.

In fouryears, | have had a lot of time to think about vjays to make things safer for MY
KIDS. Some of the things | have done are using my cellphone to call the number On the
side of speeding commercial vehicles, including the school busses. | wrote a Letter to the
Editor of the Fairbanks Daily Nev/s-MIner. |park my personal vehicle next the road and
hang banners on It, with slogans as reminders such as: Want to save some money? Just

keep it under twenty, or 20 MPH feels like a erawl. doesn'tit?

These things have helped some, but not enough. The Fairbanks Police help as
much as they can, considering their budget.

This summer, while traveling Alaska Highways, | encountered construction zones and
they had these brightlyprinted signs announcing "Double Fines" for traffic violations in
these zones. My question then is this: If we want to protect or construction workers like this,
why not or children?

In my own experience, the signs currently in the school zones are not big enough,
are not bright enough and don't point to a big enough penalty. Thie flashing lights are
located on a few poles along the school zone route.

In Florida, the school zone signs are much larger, and suspended over the roadway,
v/rth flashing lights on these.

In my opinion, our kids could be much safer with brighter larger signs, better placed
and with warnings of more severpenalties, such as construction zones have.

Senator, | was delighted this morning when Shirley, from your office, called me and
told me you had felt this a good idea and planned to introduce a bill to address the added
safety of our children.

I thankyou for taking this on and | look forward to tracking this bill through the

legislative process.
Sincerely,

Bob Myers
2084 Lakeview Terrace
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Home Phone 907-451-7212

Fax 907-451-7128

Cell 907-378-6267

E-Mail rmyers@ northstar.kl2.ak.us
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JAN-23-2004 FRJ 01 ."25 PH SUPERINTENDENT"S OFFICE FAX NO, 4510541 P, 01
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January 23, 2004

The Honorable Gary Wilken
Alaskan Senate

State Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Senator Wilken:

It has been brought to my attention that you are sponsoring legislation that would
address fines for offenses committed within school zones through SB244, specifically a
fine or bail would In essence double if committed within a school zone.

As superintendent of an urban school system, | wholeheartedly support this concept.
Approximately two-thirds of our 15,000 students walk to school each day. The majority
of our school year these children walk in dark conditions, oftentimes without the
advantage of streetlights or sidewalks while their visibility may be hindered because of
being dressed in winter gear. As you can Imagine, our younger students may forget
traffic safety when they get excited as they see their friends close to the school grounds.
We do what we can for safety by hiring crossing guards, teaching traffic safety, sewing
reflective tape on outerwear, etc., but alerting drivers about higher traffic fines In school

zones cannot hurt and would be one more measure of safety.

| believe it is a good idea to bring to the forefront that drivers need to obey the traffic
speeds in school zones or pay double the consequence. This has been the case in
other states and |1 am proud that Alaska is willing to make this worthwhile step in the
protection of our youngsters.

Please count me as a supporter of SB244.

PocnArifiill\/ cnhmittaH

/
Superintendent of Schools

/plh





