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Civil Liabilities for Livestock Activity' (aka The 4-H Bill)

Senate Bill 176 is largely a reincarnation of House Bill 111 introduced in the 22rd
Legislature. HB 111 was the product of several work sessions involving a group of 4-H
members, stable owners and a veterinarian all located in the Tanana Valley. Like HB 111,
SB 176 is intended to give livestock owners and those associated with livestock activities a
certain measure of protection from frivolous lawsuits. Forty-four other states currently

have similar legislation.

This Bill will recognize that a person assumes some degree of risk when placing
themselves in the vicinity of livestock. The livestock owner, with the best of intentions,
cannot completely prevent accidents from happening. For example, a bee could come
along and sting a horse causing the horse to buck and throw a rider. Or, a bunny at a 4-H
sponsored petting zoo could bite the finger of a small child attempting to feed it grain.
Presently, both of these accidents could result in a lawsuit. Another example follows.

During the Miller Reach Fire in June of 1996, the Alaska State Fair in Palmer opened the
fairgrounds to provide needed housing for evacuated animals. Pens were erected in the
Farm Exhibition area and at the France Equestrian Center to hold a variety of animals.
Both areas looked like Noah's ark had just unloaded. All the animals’ owners made the
best of the crowded situation and appreciated the Fair's hospitality.

That is with the notable exception ofone individual who chose to ride her horse despite the
crowded conditions. She happened to be bucked off the horse when it was spooked by a
pig located in a nearby pen. Suffering from broken ribs and a punctured lung, she sued the
fair because she had "warned" them about the problem of other animals spooking her
horse. In November of 1997, the fairground's insurance company settled the case out of
court for $3,500 plus legal fees and medical expenses because to fight the suit would have
cost them “four or five times as much."

SB 176 will not protect the livestock owner who acts in an unreasonable manner. But, by
reducing some of the liability, the expectation is that this legislation will create an
atmosphere which will encourage more livestock activity. It is important to note that this
Bill is the work product of 4-H members statewide. These members will be following this
proposal throughout the legislative process and participate in the passage of this Bill. A 4-
H member in Fairbanks wrote the bulk of this sponsor statement.
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