


A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  M a x  G r u e n b e r g R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  C a r l  G a t t o

March 31. 2004

Senator Ralph Seekins, Chair Judiciary

Re: Hearing Request for CSHB 350 (STA) Compensation for Victims of Arson 

Dear Senator Seekins.

We would respectfully request the Judiciary committee schedule a hearing for 
CSHB 350, Compensation for Victims of Arson, at your earliest convenience.

If you have any questions or comments please free to contact our offices at 
extension 3743 Representative Gatto, or 4940 Representative Gruenberg so we 
may assist you further.

Thank you for your consideration to this matter.

Sincerely,



A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  M a x  G r u e n b e r g  R e p r e s e n t a t iv e  C a r l  G a t t o

SPONSOR STATEMENT

CSHB 3 5 0  (S tate  Affairs)

C om p sn sa tion  for V ictim s o f  A rsonL a te  la s t  s u m m e r  a  h o m e  in  A n ch o ra g e  w a s  severely  d a m a g e d  b y  a  fire d e lib e ra te ly  se t  b y  a n  u n k n o w n  p e rp etrato r w h ile  th e  fa m ily  w a s  a s le e p . F o r tu n a te ly  th e  fa m iiy  su rv iv e d  w ith o u t in ju r y . H ow ever m a n y  o th e r a rs o n  v ic tim s  h a v e  n o t  b e e n  so  fo rtu n a te . D e lib e ra te ly  s e ttin g  a  fire t h a t  e n d a n g e rs  so m e o n e  e lse  is  first-d e g re e  a rso n , a  c la s s  A  fe lo n y . C u r r e n t  A la s k a  la w  d o e s n o t in c lu d e  first-d e g re e  a r s o n  on  th e  lis t  o f  crim e s fo r w h ic h  v ic tim s  m a y  receive c o m p e n s a tio n  fro m  th e  V io le n t  C r im e s  C o m p e n s a tio n  B o a rd  (V C C B ). C S H B  3 5 0  (State  A ffairs) s im p ly  a d d s  a r s o n  to th e  lis t  o f  cr im e s fo r w h ic h  v ic tim s  m a y  receive  c o m p e n s a tio n .



Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_________________ Dept. Affected;_________ Administration_____
Title An act relating to adding personal ln|u_________ RDU Violent Crimes Compensation. Board
____________ and property damange from arson.____________Component Violent Crimes Compensation. Board
Sponsor Representatives Gatto, Gruenberg____________ _____________________________________
Requester House State Affairs Committee_______________ Component No. 2694

Expenditures/Revenues___________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)_______________

FISCAL NOTE
STA TE O F ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: ___________________

2004 LEG ISLA TIV E SESSIO N  Bill Version: H B 3 5 0 ____________

0  Publish Date: ___________________

Note: Amounts do not Include Inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Sen/Ices 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES I I I  I I I  I

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I 1 I I I I I

FUND SOURCE__________________    (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other PFD Criminal Fund

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0 _________
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill Is included In the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: I I

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate papa It necessary)
HB 350 would add arson as a compensable crime and property damage as a compensable loss under AS 
18.67. Only the most serious of arson cases (first degree) would be eligible for consideration by the Violent 
Crimes Compensation Board. These cases would compete with other eligible applicants for available grant 
payments.

Prepared by: Susan L. Browne, Administrator
Division Violent Crimes Compensation Bo#rd / / A
Approved by: Commissioner Mike Miller ^
Agency Department of Administration’̂  /

Phone 4S5-3040
Date/Time 1/16/04 4:03 PM

Date 1/16/2004

(RaviMd 0/2003 omb) Page 1 of —1—



crp crp
D EPA RTM EN T O F A D M IN ISTR A TIO N

VIOLENT CRIMES COMPENSATION BOARD

FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, GOVERNOR
P .O .  B O X  1 1 0 2 3 0  

J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A  9 9 8 1 1 - 0 2 3 0  

P H O N E :  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 3 0 4 0

T O L L  F R E E :  1 - 8 0 0 - 7 6 4 - 3 0 4 0

F A X :  ( 9 0 7 )  4 6 5 - 2 3 7 9

January 21, 2004
Representative Bruce Weyhrauch, Chair, House State AffairsRepresentative Jim  Holm , Vice-Chair, House State AffairsRepresentative John Coghill, House State AffairsRepresentative Bob Lynn, House State AffairsRepresentative Paul Seaton, House State AffairsRepresentative Ethan Berkowitz, House State AffairsRepresentative M ax Gruenberg, House State Affairs - Co-sponsor HB350Representative Carl Gatto - Co-sponsor HB350Alaska State LegislatureState CapitolJuneau, Alaska

R E : HB350Adding arson to A S  18.67Dear Honorable Chair Weyhrauch, Honorable Vice-Chair H olm , Honorable Members o f  the House State Affairs Committee, and Honorable Representative Gatto:The Violent Crimes Compensation Board (Board) appreciates the opportunity to lend its support for HB350. The toll violent crime takes on innocent victims in Alaska is immense. HB350 would add arson as a compensable crime by the Board. O nly  the most serious arson cases would be eligible for consideration.While these cases would compete with other eligible applicants for awards out o f  the Board's limited funds, there is little doubt arson victims suffer extreme losses. I urge you to support this bill and applaud your efforts on behalf o f  Alaskan crime victims.I am available to discuss this with you and will do my best to be available to you while this bill is in your committee. I can be reached at work in Valdez at 907-834-6480 and at Lome in Valdez at 907-835-2329. Respectfully, w XT .

Geraci Godfrey Chair

12-L6LH printed on recycled paper



VICTIMS
1057 W. Firew eed L ane, Su ite  •  A nchorage, A K  99503
(907) 278-0977 1-888-835-1213 •  Fax: (907)258-0740 •  e-m ail: vfj@ alaskalife .net

A United WavAeencv

f o r  J u s tic e

January 20, 2004
To Whom It M ay Concern:
Regarding: letter in support o f C S H B  350 (State Affairs)
Arson is a serious crime and not at all uncommon in the State of Alaska. Victim s o f arson can be left with many scars, both physical and mental. The trauma can be devastating as with any serious crime. The financial demands can be overwhelming. Too often these victims are without any support or resources. Victim s for Justice would like to offer our support for C S H B  350 (State Affairs). I f  you have any further question please do not hesitate to give me a call at 907-278-0986.
Donna Garner, Executive Director Victims for Justice, Inc.
* R E C E IV E D  V IA  EM AIL

mailto:vfj@alaskalife.net
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JAN-21-2004 WED 03:31 PH FIRE PREVENTION FAX NO. 1 907 338 4375 P. 03

Anon iiy'ury stats

Subject: Arson injury statT
Date: Wed, 21 Jan 2004 14:41:40 -0900 

From: Jodie Hettrick <jodie_hettrick@dps.state.ak.us>
To: kelly_nicolello <keUy„nicolello@dps.state.ak-us>

Kelly,

W e  f o u n d  the f o l l o w i n g  s t a t s  -

2001 - 4 injur i e s  - 2 i n c i d e n t s
2002 - 7 i n j u r i e s  - 3 i n c i d e n t s
2003 - 7 injur i e s  - 1 i n c i d e n t  (2003 stats are i n c o m p l e t e  so far)

Jodie

«rloti 1/21/2004 324 ro

mailto:jodie_hettrick@dps.state.ak.us
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