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LastSeptemberAnchorage SchoolDistrict wenton record thatthey wantthe
legislature to erase limits thatlim itthe amountofmoney they can sue for when
students vandalize schoolproperty. Currentstate law lim its recovery to notexceed
$10,000, an amountthattoo often doesnotcoveractualdamages. One vandalism
spree lastsummerresultedin damages wellover$100,000 and this is unfortunately
not an isolated event. Anchorage SchoolDistrictbudgets approximately $25C 000
peryearto dean up smashed computers, windows, and otherschoolproperty.

The Alaska Association o fSchoolBoards (AASB) recently passed Resolution 2.21 that
encourages the legislature to remove the cap to allow recovery o factualcostof
intentional vandalism. Therational: "Vandalism damagesa schooldistrict's physical
plant, has a negative impacton studentlearning, and demoralizes hard-working staff
andstudents. Everydollarspenton repairing vandalism is a dollar we cannotinvestin

textbooks, teachers ortechnology.”

SB 2 proposes a simple change to do exactly whatthe Anchorage SchoolDistrictand
the AASBrecommend. Fosterparents willremain immune from the effects o fthis
change because foster children are wards o fthe State. | anticipate adding an
amendmentthatwillprotectcaring parents who choose to adoptchildren who can be

identified aspotentially "high risk".

| anticipate discussion on whethersome cap is arationaloption to no cap. The
guestion here is whetherthere is any legitimate governmentalrole to take the
ultimate responsibly fora minor's action. It seemsto me thatthe governmentshould
nevertake parentalresponsibility unlessit is absolutely necessaryin orderto protect
the bestinterests o fthe child. Fourorfive otherstates have no limits on parental

liability.

During Session (january-M3y): Alaska State Capitol + luncau. Alaska 99801 « (800) 342-2199 « (907) 465-2199 + (907) 465-4587 fax
During Interim (|une-Dcccmber%: 10928 Eaé;le River Road + Eagle River, Alaska 99S77 « (907) 694-6683 « (907) 694-1015 fax
enalor.Ercd.pyson@Lcgis.stalc.ak.us « www.akrepublicans.org
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SENATE BILL NO. 2
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY SENATORS DYSON, Bunde, Davis, Guess

Introduced: 1/21/03
Referred: Health, Education and Social Services, Judiciary

A BILL

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

"An Act relating to recovery of civil damages from the parents or legal guardian of a

minor; and providing for an effective date."
BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 34.50.020(a) is amended to read:

(@ A person, municipal corporation, association, village, school district, or
religious or charitable organization, incorporated or unincorporated, may recover
damages in a civil action [IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $10,000] and court
costs from either parent, both parents, or the legal guardian, of an unemancipated
minor under the age of 18 years who, as a result of a knowing or intentional act,
destroys real or personal property belonging to the person, municipal corporation,
association, village, school district, or religious or charitable organization. However,
for purposes of this subsection, recovery in damages shall be apportioned by the court
between the parents or between the parents and legal guardian, or both, without regard

to legal custody but with due consideration for the actual care and custody of the
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minor provided by the parents or legal guardian.
* Sec. 2. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to

read:
APPLICABILITY. This Act applies to a civil action that accrues on or after the

effective date of this Act.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect July 1,2003.
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Anchorage Daily News
Date: 9/74/02

Schools want damage limits erased

Anchorage School District officials want to erase limits that dictate the amount of money they can
sue for when students vandalize school property. Current state law says the district can sue an 18-
year-old culprit or a minor's parents for up to $10,000. Sometimes that doesn't cover actual damages,
Superintendent Carol Comeau said. Members of the School Board's legislative subcommittee plan to
lobby state lawmakers to do away with the cap. They want the freedom to sue for actual costs.

On Monday, the board voted unanimously to ask the Alaska Association of School Boards to make
this move one of its 2002 resolutions. They want the backing of that group when time comes to

persuade politicians.

Students smash windows and computers and trash Anchorage schools often enough that the district
budget includes about $250,000 a year to clean up. But financial retribution is hampered by the
$10,000 limit. There used to be a $2,000 ceiling on lawsuits but the Legislature increased it in 1995.
"We need to be able to recover the full cost ofvandalism," Comeau said. "The current law limits
recovery, and we think it's wrong because it penalizes the taxpayer." School Board member Rita
Holthouse said the subcommittee will push to change the law, whether or not the state school board
association signs on. The $10,000 limit wasn't as noticeable with the more frequent lower-cost
incidents, said Howard Trickey, one of the district's attorneys. But when kids do more than $100,000
in damage, $10,000 hardly helps. And the district's insurance policy applies only to damage amounts

ofmore than $1 million.

The most recent big-ticket vandalism came last summer when two teenagers destroyed buildings and
equipment at the school maintenance facility in South Anchorage. District officials and the public
were outraged. "It looked like a tornado had been there," said Ed Conyers, then the district's
maintenance director. Vandalism at schools results mostly in small losses that quickly add up -
broken windows, gouges in desks, busted locks. The maintenance facility vandalism spree packed a
financial wallop originally estimated by police at $500,000. Later district officials said the sum was
closer to $100,000. It was one of the more costly attacks in recent years but not an isolated incident.
The new Dimond High School, currently under construction, sustained $177,000 in damage last year
when teenagers trashed the inside, which was just taking shape. Students broke into the then new
Mirror Lake Middle School in Eagle River about five years ago and chewed through property with a
forklift. The roughly 120 employees in the maintenance department spend up to 15 percent of their

time cleaning up this vandalism, Conyers said.

The district has tried to reduce the problem. Crews board up windows at more than a dozen schools
during summer. Last summer, the district recruited volunteers who lived in motor homes at various
schools to keep an eye out for troublemakers. Comeau has asked people who live near schools to
watch for suspicious activity. And whenever possible, the district sues. Their legal success is mixed,
Comeau said. She or other employees attend hearings, give thejudge impact statements on damage,
and work closely with police. "We routinely get reimbursementjust from kids breaking windows,"

Conyers said. "That may only be $250, but we still get it."
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