


ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

SENATOR GRETCHEN GUESS

Memorandum

Date: April 29, 2003

To: Senator Fred Dyson
Chair, Senate HESS Committee

From: Senator Gretchen Gues(™j|~_",

Re: Hearing Request

Please consider this a formal request for a hearing of Senate Bill 196, “A// Act creating the
George W. Bush No Child Left Behind school grant program and repealing the quality school
funding grant program; and providing for an effective date. "

This bill establishes a grant program to school districts for compliances with the Federal No
Child Left Behind Laws, and names it after President George W, Bush (the GWB NCLB grants).
Its purpose is to roll in the current Quality School grant funding and the Learning Opportunity
grant funding into one grant program focused on the new federal requirements.

If you have any questions regarding SB 196 please feel free to contact me or my aide Maridon
Boario at 2435.

Thank you very much for your consideration.
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ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

SENATOR GRETCHEN GUESS

Sponsor Statement
SB 196

""An Act creating the George W. Bush No Child Left Behind school grantprogram
and repealing the quality school funding grant program; and providingfor an
effectve cite. ”~

This bill establishes a grant program to school districts for compliance with the Federal No Child
Left Behind Laws, and names it after President George W. Bush (the GWB NCLB grants). The
bill’s purpose is to roll the current Quality School grant funding and the Learning Opportunity
grant funding into one grant program focused on the new federal requirements.

The funding for this program would be $210 per student plus the cost differential in statute. The
estimated cost would be $30.3M, $3.6M more than the FY03 funding for the quality school
grants and the learning opportunity grants combined.

The GWB NCLB grants differ from the past grant programs in three ways. First, unlike LOGS,
they are in statute. Second, it is a grant program focused on specific requirements and
measurements. Three, if a school district reaches the requirements of the new Federal law then it
will continue to receive 25 percent of the grant monies for classroom learning. It is an incentive
to work towards the goals of NCLB.

We should always be careful with the use of public funds, especially in tough economic times.
The new GWB NCLB grants would be a focused, efficient way to use public funds for
supporting the education of all children and heeding the President’s call to “leave no child

behind.”
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