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S E N A T O R  LY D A  G R E E N  
S E N A T E  D IS T R IC T  G

To: Senator Fred Dyson -  Jason HooleyFrom: Senator Lyda Green - Claudia Maetoku Date: 3/31/2003Re: Request for Hearing
I r e s p e c t f u l l y  r e q u e s t  t h a t  S B  1 5 7  b e  s c h e d u l e d  f o r  a  h e a r i n g  in  t h e  H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n  

a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e .

A t t a c h e d  is  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d o c u m e n t a t i o n :

-  S B  1 5 7

■ S p o n s o r  s t a t e m e n t

■ S e c t i o n a l  A n a l y s i s

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  f e e l f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  m e  a t  # 3 6 1 0 .

T h a n k  y o u .
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SENATOR LYDA GREEN
S E N A T E  D IS T R IC T  G

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  S B  1 5 7

S e n a t e  b i l l  1 5 7  r e q u i r e s  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  t o  u s e  i n ­

s t a t e  f a c i l i t i e s ,  w h e r e  a v a i l a b l e ,  f o r  t h e  p s y c h i a t r i c  t r e a t m e n t  o f  e l i g i b l e  p e r s o n s .  

C u r r e n t l y ,  t h e r e  a r e  o v e r  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  a n d  f i f t y  A l a s k a n  c h i l d r e n  in  r e s i d e n t i a l  

t r e a t m e n t  c e n t e r s  o u t  o f  s t a t e .  R e m o v a l  f r o m  h o m e  s t a t e  c a r e  r e d u c e s  t h e  

i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  t h e  c h i l d ’s  f a m i l y  a n d  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  p r o v i d e r s  i n  t h e  c h i l d ’ s  

t r e a t m e n t ,  t h u s  p r e v e n t i n g  t h e  i m p r o v e m e n t  o f  t h e  c h i l d ’ s  q u a l i t y  o f  l i f e  a n d  c a r e .  

O u t  o f  s t a t e  t r e a t m e n t  is  a l s o  m o r e  e x p e n s i v e  a n d  e x t e n s i v e  t h a n  i n  s t a t e

T h e  n e e d  f o r  i n - s t a t e  p s y c h i a t r i c  f a c i l i t i e s  h a s  b e e n  w i d e l y  r e c o g n i z e d  f o r  m a n y  

y e a r s .  G o v e r n o r  M u r k o w s k i  h a s  s t a t e d ,  " I f i n d  i t  u n c o n s c i o n a b l e  t h a t  o v e r  3 0 0  o f  

o u r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  r e c e i v i n g  i n p a t i e n t  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  c a r e  o u t s i d e  o f  A l a s k a  

b e c a u s e  t h e  S t a t e  h a s  f a i l e d  t o  c r e a t e  l o c a l  t r e a t m e n t  o p t i o n s .  H o w  c a n  o n e  

p r o v i d e  a p p r o p r i a t e  m e n t a l  h e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  t o  a  c h i l d  w h o  h a s  b e e n  t a k e n  o u t  o f  

t h e i r  c o m m u n i t y  a n d  f o r c e d  t o  l i v e  t h o u s a n d s  o f  m i l e s  a w a y  f r o m  l o v e d  o n e s ? "  

L a s t  s e s s i o n  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  e x p r e s s e d  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h i s  p r o b l e m  b y  p a s s i n g  

S e n a t e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  2 1  t h a t  r e q u e s t e d  t h e  G o v e r n o r  t o  d i r e c t  t h e  

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  t o  w o r k  t o w a r d  p r o v i d i n g  s e r v i c e s  a n d  

f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  s e v e r e l y  e m o t i o n a l l y  d i s t u r b e d  c h i l d r e n  i n - s t a t e .  

S e n a t e  B i l l  1 5 7  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  t h e  im p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  S C R  2 1  b y  r e m o v i n g  t h e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  f o r  o u t - o f  s t a t e  p l a c e m e n t  w h e n  a d e q u a t e  s e r v i c e s ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

c h i l d ’ d i a g n o s i s  a n d  n e e d ,  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  in  A l a s k a .

T h e  k e y  p r o v i s i o n s  a r e :

•  T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  n o t  g r a n t  a s s i s t a n c e  o r  p a y  f o r  i n p a t i e n t  p s y c h i a t r i c

s e r v i c e s  f o r  p e r s o n s  u n d e r  2 1  y e a r s  o l d  in  a n  o u t - o f - s t a t e  f a c i l i t y ,  u n l e s s  

a d e q u a t e  s e r v i c e  i s  u n a v a i l a b l e  in  t h e  s t a t e .

■ T h e  d e p a r t m e n t  w i l l  e v a l u a t e  t h e  t y p e s  o f  s e r v i c e s  a v a i l a b l e  in  t h e  s t a t e

a n d  s u b s e q u e n t l y  t r a n s f e r  p e r s o n s  u n d e r  a g e  2 1  t o  t h e  s t a t e  w h e n  t h e  

s e r v i c e  b e c o m e s  a v a i l a b l e ,  u n l e s s  t h e  t r a n s f e r  w o u l d  b e  d e t r i m e n t a l  t o  t h e  

p e r s o n ’ s  h e a l t h ,  t h e r a p e u t i c  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  o r  c l i n i c a l  n e e d .

t r e a t m e n t .
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P a s s a g e  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n  w i l l  g i v e  r e a s s u r a n c e  t o  t h o s e  p e r s o n s  w h o  w a n t  t o  

b u i l d  f a c i l i t i e s  t o  f i l l  t h i s  n e e d  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  w a n t s  a n d  n e e d s  t h e s e  

s e r v i c e s  p r o v i d e d  in  s t a t e .  T h i s  w i l l  i m p r o v e  t h e  q u a l i t y  o f  c a r e  a n d  l e a d  t o  l o n g ­

t e r m  s u c c e s s  o f  t h e  c h i l d ’ s  t r e a t m e n t ,  w h i l e  e n c o u r a g i n g  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  l o c a l  

r e s i d e n t i a l  t r e a t m e n t  f a c i l i t i e s  a n d  i n s t i t u t i o n a l  j o b s ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  

d i v e r t i n g  j o b s  o u t  o f  A l a s k a

I r e q u e s t  y o u r  s u p p o r t  a n d  p a s s a g e  o f  S e n a t e  B i l l  1 5 7 .
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M E M O R A N D U M M arch 27, 2003

S U B J E C T : Inpatient psychiatric  services for certain persons under 21 years  o f  
age; SB 157 (W ork  O rder No. 23-L S0179\D )

T O : Senator Lyda Green 
Attn: Claudia  M aetoku

V
F R O M : Terri Lauterbach 

Legislative Counsel

You have requested  a sectional sum m ary  o f  the above-described  bill.

As a prelim inary  matter, please note that a sectional sum m ary  o f  a bill should not be 
considered an authoritative interpretation o f  the bill and  the bill i tse lf  is the best s ta tem ent 
o f  its contents. S ince you have expressed no particular questions about the bill, this 
m em o is brief. I f  you have specific questions, ju s t  let me know.

Section 1. D escribes the c ircum stances under w hich  the D epartm ent o f  Health  and 
Social Services m ay  pay  for out-of-state  inpatient psychiatric  services for a person under 
age 21 who is covered by  the M edicaid  program.

Section 2. M akes a technical change to subsection references because o f  the addition  o f  
a new subsection (/) in sec. 3.

Section 3. Describes the c ircum stances under w hich the D epartm ent o f  Health  and 
Social Services m ay  pay  for out-of-state  inpatient psychiatric  services for a person under 
age 21 w ho is in the custody o f  the D H SS, such as children w ho  have been determ ined  to 
be children-in-need-of-aid (CINA).

TML.-lmb 
03-1 lO.lmb
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FROM : RflY G IL L E SPIE  & ASSOCIATES PHONE
Hi'K-uy-^uui Ubv l ! !UU fin flflT-SU UOROUCH

PHONE NO. : 907 463 5522

FAR NO. 76681377626
Apr. 09 2003 12:43PM PI

P. 02

AcfciomMATANU&XA- BVB XTNA BORQUOH RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 03- C 0 /
A  RESOLUTION 07 THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY IN SUPPORT 
OF SENATE BILL NO. 157 AN ACT THAT WOULD REQUIRE THE USE OF IN­
STATE RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITIES, WHERE AVAILABLE, FOR THE 
PSYCHIATRIC TREATMENT OF YQUNQ ADULTS._________ ________________________

WHEREAS, there ia a oritical need for in-state psychiatric

treatment facilities within the state of Alaska, especially for the

treatment of young adults; and

WHEREAS, over three hundred and fifty Alaskan children are

presently sent to out-of-state residential treatment centers; and

W H EREAS, out-of-state treatment ia more expensive than

comparable in-Btate treatment; and

WHEREAS, out-of-state treatment is more expensive per child

than comparable in-fltate treatment; and

WHEREAD, out-of-state treatment removes AlaBkan children from

their families and support network thereby reducing the chances of

successful treatment; and

WHEREAS, out-of-state treatment results in a loss of

e n j o y m e n t  opportunities for Alaska and removes saaree financial

resources from the Alaska economy.

WHEREAS, Senate Bill 157 would require the use of in-state

residential treatment canters where available and thereby improve

treatmimt, encourage family members to be closer to their children

and improve the state's economy.

NOW, THEREFORE, SE IT RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough Assembly supports Senate Bill 157 and the concept of

P ag *  l  o f  2 RMoiufcion Serial No/”
IM No,
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requiring the use of ir.-Jtaca residential treatment centers where 

available, for the treatment of young adults.

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly this - day

of 2003.

TIMOTHY L, ANDERSON, Borough Mayor

A T T E S T :

SANDRA A. DILLON, Borough Clerk 

(SEAL)
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O FFER E D  IN  T H E  SE N A T E  B Y  SE N A T O R  G R E E N

TO : SB 157

1 Page 2, following line 12:

2 Insert a new  subsection to read:

3 "(c) W hen determining w hether to authorize admission o f  a person under 21

4 years o f  age to a psychiatric hospital facility or residential psychiatric treatment center,

5 either located  within the state or outside the state, the departm ent shall include in its

6 consideration the recom m endations o f  a person selected by  the Alaska M ental Health

7 B oard established by AS 47.30.661 who is selected for this duty by the board on the

8 basis o f  be ing  knowledgeable  about the availability of beds in the state for inpatient

9 psychiatric services for persons under 21 years o f  age. 1'he board  m ay not select an

10 em ployee  o f  the departm ent for this duty."

11

12 Page 3, following line 10:

13 Insert a new subsection to read:

14 "(m) W hen determining w hether to authorize admission o f  a person under 21

15 years o f  age to a psychiatric hospital facility o r  residential psychiatric treatment center,

16 either located within the state o r  outside the state, the departm ent shall include in its

17 consideration the recom m endations o f  a person selected by  the Alaska M ental Health

18 B oard  established by AS 47.30.661 who is se lec ted  for this duty by the board on the

19 basis o f  being knowledgeable  about the availability o f  beds in the state for inpatient

20 psychiatric services for persons under 21 years o f  age. The board  m ay not select an

21 em ployee  o f  the departm ent for this duty."

A M E N D M E N T
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