


/ JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0601
/  PHONE: (907) 465-3030

O F F IC E  O F  THE C O M M ISS IO N E R  /  fax: (007)465-3068

March 6, 2003
Honorable Fred Dyson ChairmanSenate Health, Education, and Social Services Committee Alaska State Capitol, Rm . 121 juneau, AIC 99811Dear Senator Dyson,The Department o f Health and Social Services respectfully requests a hearing in the Senate Health, Education, and Social Services Committee on Senate Bill 123 ” An Act relating to adoptions that include a subsidy payment by the state; eliminating annual review o f  the subsidy paid by the state after adoption o f  a hard-to-place child has occurred; and providing for an effective date.”This bill would repeal A S  25.23.220, which requires the Department o f  Health and Social Services to conduct an annual evaluation o f the need for continued adoption subsidy payments and the amount o f  those payments. This bill also amends A S  47.07.020(b)(10) and A S  47.07.035(31) to remove reference to A S  25.23.220.Persons who adopt a hard-to-place child may receive a monthly subsidy payment for the care and support o f that child. After the court finalizes an adoption with subsidy, the family is independent o f the Department with the exception o f a statutorily required annual evaluation o f  the subsidy.Adoptive parents and guardians have the right to request a review o f  their subsidy payments at any time. The repeal o f  A S  25.23.220 would not affect this right, but would be a cost saving measure for the Department o f Health and Social Services. Eliminating this required annual review will provide an estimated cost savings in the amount o f $185,000 to the budget. A  fiscal note should be on file with the committee.
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Th is bill w ou ld  re p e a l A S  2 5 .2 3 .2 2 0 ,  which req u ire s  the D epa rtm en t o f H ea lth  and  S o c ia l S e rv ic e s  to conduc t an 
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P e rs o n s  w ho adop t o r  b e com e  leg a l g u a rd ian s  fo r  a h a rd -to -p la ce  child m ay rece ive  a  m on th ly  su b s id y  p aym en t fo r 
the ca re  and  supp o rt o f  that child . A fte r the cou rt fin a liz e s  an adop tion  o r  gua rd ian sh ip  with sub s id y , the fam ily  is 
in dependen t o f the D ep a rtm en t with the excep tion  o f  a  sta tu to rily  requ ired  a n n u a l e va lu a tion  o f  the sub s id y .
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STATE OF ALASKA2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
F ISC A L  NOTEFN # 1 BILL NO. SB 123

A N A L Y S IS  C O N T IN U A T IO NA d o p t i v e  p a r e n t s  a n d  g u a r d i a n s  h a v e  t h e  r ig h t  t o  r e q u e s t  a  r e v i e w  o f  th e ir  s u b s id y  p a y m e n t s  a t  a n y  t i m e . T h e  r e p e a l  o f  A S  2 5 .2 3 .2 2 0  w o u l d  n o t  a f f e c t  th is r ig h t , b u t  w o u ld  b e  a  c o s t  s a v i n g  m e a s u r e  fo r  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s .  T h e r e  w e r e  1 ,8 5 4  c h i l d r e n  in t h e  s u b s id y  p r o g r a m  in  D e c e m b e r  2 0 0 2 . T h e  D iv is io n  e s t i m a t e s  th is bill w o u l d  g e n e r a t e  c o s t s  s a v i n g s  o f  $ 1 8 5 ,0 0 0  g e n e r a l  f u n d s  a n d  $ 8 5 ,0 0 0  f e d e r a l  f u n d s  fo r  a  t o t a l  s a v i n g s  o f  $ 2 7 0 ,0 0 0 . This s a v i n g s  is t h r o u g h  c o s t  c o n t a i n m e n t  t o  e x is t in g  s u b s id y  a m o u n t s  a n d  t h e  p r o c e s s i n g  c o s t s  a s s o c i a t e d  w ith  t h e  m a il  o u t ,  r e v ie w  a n d  e v a l u a t i o n  o f  s u b s id y  d a t a  a n d  t h e  fo l lo w  u p  w o r k  n e c e s s a r y  t o  f in a liz e  t h e  r e v ie w  p r o c e s s .
The cost savings shown on this fiscal note has already been included in the Governor's amended FY2004 
budget,
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Adoption Assistance Cost Savings Proposal HB 166/SB 123

C o n cep t

Elimination of the Annual Review (Reevaluation) Process for the Subsidized 
Adoption and G uardianship Program

P o te n tia l S a v in g s  $185,000 a n n u a lly  

D escrip tion

By Alaska State Statute, A S  25 .23 .220  A n n u a l reevahm tion o f  subsidy, the Division o f Family and Youth Services conducts an annual review (reevaluation) o f each active subsidy in the S A G  Program. By Statutory language, the annual review is to:• Assess the need for the continued subsidy, and• The amount o f the subsidyFederal policy specifically addresses the question o f States having adoptive parents complete annual reviews in the Child Welfare Policy Manual: Section 8.2B.S Title IVE-Adoption Assistance Program, Eligibility, Medicaid:There is no Federal statute or provision requiring annual renewals, recertifications or eligibility rc- determinations for title IV -E  adoption assistance. Parents who receive adoption assistance payments, however, have a responsibility to keep the State o f local agency informed o f circumstances that would make them ineligible for title IV-E adoption assistance payments, or eligible for assistance payments in a different am ount.... Once a child is determined eligible to receive title IV -E  adoption assistance he or she remains eligible and the subsidy continues until: (I) the age o f 1 8 ...; (2) the State determines that the parent is no longer legally responsible for the support o f the child, or; (3) the State determines the child is no longer receiving any support from the parents. (Online: http://www.acf.dhhs.eov/Drograms/cb/laws/cwpm/nolicv d.sp.isp?citlD=33Currently, annual reviews arc conducted by D F Y S during the fourth quarter o f the fiscal year. As o f January 3 1 ,2003 there were 1859 children in the subsidy program. The D F Y S  State Office Adoptions S ta ff sends out to each guardian and adoptive family a oi c-pege annual review form requesting information for the annual review. Families are requested to return the Information in an enclosed, self-addressed stamped envelope by a designated date. The processing o f the annual reviews includes the annual redetermination for Medicaid eligibility for adoptive families.
E a se  o f  Im p lem e n ta tio n

Implementation o f this plan would occur with relative ease. The Division o f Family and Youth Services would simply stoH me annual review process in F Y  2004. The cost savings would be seen in the use o f staff time on other program and subsidy matters in the SA G  Program.

http://www.acf.dhhs.eov/Drograms/cb/laws/cwpm/nolicv


H isto ry  o j  C oncep tThe initial intent o f the annual review process was to focus on cost containment within the Subsidized Adoption and Guardianship Program. However, federal policy requirements limit the impact that these efforts have on the program. Federal policy does not allow for the reduction o f  a subsidy unless the family is in concurrence with the reduction on the subsidy amounts; thus, many o f the subsidies remain at existing levels. (See U . S  Department o f H c'lth and Human Services; Administration on Children, Youth and Families; A C Y F -C B -P A -0 1-01, Section: Amount o f  Adoption Assistance Payments, Dated: January 23, 2001). Additionally, at the time o f the annual review, many o f the families in the subsidy program request increases in their existing subsidies. While not all o f the requests for a subsidy increase are granted, the reality is that subsidy rates will increase at the annual review, rather than decrease.The elimination o f the annual review process creates a cost savings by providing cost containment to existing subsidy amounts, and by eliminating the staff time to process the mail outs, the processing o f  the annual reviews, ana the necessary follow up for subsidy increase requests.
A  dd it ion  a! In fo rm a tio n

• As o f January 31,2003, there are a total o f 1859 guardianship and adoption subsidies.• O f  the 1859 subsidies, there arc 1530 adoption subsidies and 329 guardianship subsidies• O f  the 1530 adoption subsidies, there are 1277 Federal adoption subsidies and 253 State adoption subsidies.• O f  the total o f 1530 adoption subsidies, there arc 77 children who currently receive a zero subsidy, which offers no funds for the subsidy, but does offer Medicaid eligibility for the child to age 18.• During the month o f January, D F Y S had:-IS  new subsidies-5 adoption/guardianship terminations-7 adoption/guardianship subsidies closed as the child reached age 18
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STATE OF ALASKA . PROGRAM: • CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES - CHAPTER' 6.0 ADMINISTRATION
DIVISION OF FAMILY & YOUTH SERVICES - SECTION: 6.-2.2.-6E

6.2.2.6.B GUARDIANSHIP SUBSIDIES
AUTH ORITY: A S  i3 .26.062 Subsidized Guardianship; Procedure, A S 25.23.200 Investigation, AS 25.23.210 Amount and Duration of Subsidy Payments, A S 25.23.220 Annual Recvaluation, A S 25.23.240(7) Definitions, A S 47.14.100(d)(3) Powers and Duties of Department over Care of Child, 7 A A C  53.200 - 250 Subsidized Adoption and Subsidized Guardianship Payments.
PO LICY: The division may make subsidy payments to guardians of children who are in D F Y S custody at the time die guardianship, plan is made, if  .guardianship is the permanent plan for the child,” the subsidy is recommended by the Permanency Planning Conference, the child meets the criteria established, and the family has an approved guardianship study. The division will not pay guardianship subsidies for children under age 10, unless approved by the Director’s Designee.a. Criteria For Children: .1. . Children must be.considered hard to place under the state's definition in order to beconsidered for subsidized guardianship. A  hard to place (special needs) child is defined as a minor who is not likely to be adopted by reason o f physical or mental disability, emotional disturbance, recognized 'high risk of physical or mental disease, age, membership in a sibling group, racial or ethnic factors, or any combination o f these conditions.2. The worker has documented efforts to place the child for adoption before considering a guardianship for the child, and that these documented efforts are included on the• Permanency Planning Conference form. ■ .3. ■ The worker has documented efforts to place the child for /pardianship without the'subsidy and that these effdrts were unsuccessful; these efforts sh. 'd be included on' the • , Permanency Planning Conference form.* ' i i4. Since adoption generally offers a higher degree of pennanency for the child, adoption is the preferred choice for children under the age o f ten. Therefore, the child must also meet one o f the following criteria to be eligible for a guardianship:A . For children over the age of ten, in order o f preference, which is based on the ' highest degree of permanence for the child: ' . . ., i. The child is not legally free for adoption, but desires a guardianship plan and the birth parents agree and/or prefer guardianship; or

Daw of Issue: March 31,1989

523

Superceded by: October 1,2001523
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DEPARTMENT OP HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES 
DIVISION OF FAMILY & YOUTH SERVICES

STATE OF ALASKA PROGRAM: ■ CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES 
CHAPTER; 6.0 ADMINISTRATION • 
SECTION:- 6.2.2.6.B1“

*

)

submitted at this time. (ICWA Documentation (06-9737).) I f  the child is under ten, submit documentation of the approval by the Director/Designee. 'f. The regional adoption specialist will review the material for completeness and accuracy, obtain the Children's Services Manager's signature where required; and submit the .material to the State Office adoption staff. Prior to submitting a subsidy request to State Office, for approval, the Regional Adoption Specialist.will confirm that there is a positive home study on the guardians. The home study doe3 not need to be submitted with the subsidy packet, but the worker and Regional Adoption Specialist, verify on the Nomination form that a home study has been done. •g. The State Office adoption staff will review the forms and, if  all the necessary information and documentation is present, State Office adoption staff will then forward the submitted forms and documentation and ‘he subsidy agreement form to the division director or designee for approval and signature. \h. When the subsidy has been approved and signed, the worker will be sent a notice o f clearance so they can proceed with the guardianship in court Guardianship subsidy requests must be submitted tc State Office for consideration and the subsidy agreement must be signed by the prospective guardians and the director or designee prior to the guardianship hearing. The worker and the Assistant A ttorney General can document to the court that the division agrees to drop custody i f  the guardians1'^  is awarded. It is not legally necessary to have division consent, but if  difficulties arise contact the State Office adoptv . staff for assistance.i. I f  the guardian requests a’change in the subsidy amount before the guardianship order is issued, the worker is responsible for negotiating the amountj. The subsidy file will be held until the court order o f guardianship is submitted to State Office,Guardianship subsidy payments will be initiated the day after the guardianship order’s effective date.k. I f  the guardian requests a change in the subsidy amount after the guardianship order has been issued, the State Office adoption staff is responsible for negotiating the amountL Guardianship Subsidy Agreements are renewed annually by the guardian(s) and the division,through the State Office adoption staff in State Office.m. State Office will close foster care and the worker will close the case record when the court hasordered transfer o f custody from the division to the guard ian(s) and the guardianship order has been sent to State Office. State Office will adjust subsidy to reflect foster care payments thus assuring continuity of payment
Date of Issue: March 31,1989527 Superceded by: October 1, 2001
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'STATE O F ALASKA--. * 'DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH  &  SO CIA L SERVICES DIVISION OF FA M ILY &  YO U T H  SERVICES' . PROGRAM; ’ CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICES 
•CHAPTER: ■ . 6.0 ADMINISTRATION 

.SECTION:-' - -62.2.6A - ;

£.2.2.6, SU B SID IES . .. 1 A :
• %t • • ,. • ''/ ' , • * ' * ' i *, • i • , • * ■* , , '

€ .2 2 .6 A  A D O P T IO N  SU B SID IE S '
AU TH O RITY: A S 25.23.210-Amount and Duration of Subridy Payments, .AS 25.23.220 Annual Reevaluation.-AS 25.23.240(7) -Definitions. A S 47.14.100 Powers and Duties o f  Department over ! Care o f Child. 7- A A C  '53.200 - 250 Subsidized Adoption and Subsidized Guardianship. Payments. A S  25.23.190 -Adoption Assistance. 42 U .S '.C ,-673 (P.- 'L . -96-272, Sec. 473 The Adoptions Assistance and Child Welfare Act of 1980). • ..

)

, P O L I C Y Under federal and state law, a subsidy may be provided to famines who would not be able to' offer an adoptive home to a hard-to-place/special needs , child without continuing financial and/or medicalassistance. There .are two kinds o f adoption’subsidy: federal {Title IV-E) subsidy and state subsidy. •: . .  v  :a. The following criteria must be met in'Order for a child to be a special, -needs child eligible for an adoption subsidy,'(federal or state),, or for reimbursement o f  non-recurring adoption expenses:" ‘:• I.-,.- A reasonable, but:unsuccessful,Leffort has-been-made to place the child.without. providing a subsidy except where it would be against the best interest o f  the child due' to such factors as’ the existence o f significant emotional ties with prospective adoptive " . parents while inthe care o f such parents as a  fosterchili- •/
2. The State has determined that a specific factor, or condition exists wife respect,to fee, • : ' child becanse of which it is reasonable to conclude that -fee child cannot be placed foradoption: without, adoption assistance. Factors/conditior ' may' include -ethnic background, age, or membership in a .minority or sibling group, or the presence of factors such as medical conditions, or physical, meiitai, or emotional handicaps, or high risk o f such factors e.g. due to alcohol or cocaine being present when fee child was bom ■ or mental illness of the child’s parent(s). • • ’■ ;• ' ,• *.*' '3. The State has determined that the'child cannot or should not be returned to .fee home ofhis parents,, i.e. fee parental rights have been terminated,-or fee.court has determined ' feat fee. child cannot return home.:" “  ’ ' ••b! Adoption subsidy payments are made -to adoptive parents who have entered into an adoption subsidy agreement, which is a written agreement, binding on all parties, between fee division and fee prospective adoptive parents. The agreement spedfies: fee duration o f the agreement;■ the amount .of subsidy payments (if any) and the nature and amount/of any other payments.

Date of Issue: March 31,1989511 , , Superceded b y  : December 3 ,2002: ' ■ •' ' 511
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STATE OF A L A SK A - ' 'DEPARTM ENT OF. HEALTH &  SO C IA L  SERVICES DIVISIO N  OF FA M ILY  &  Y O U T H  SERVICES PROGRAM; CHILD PROTECTIVE SERVICE^

CHAPTER; • -.6.0-ADMINISTRATION 
SECTION: 6 3 .2 M " .

• coupons be sent to the'.adoptive parents' and the Teview'notices to the. State Office adoption ..
. staff; The originals will remain'in State Office., VY,'1.-". ' ’'  h; The Adoptions-.Clerk .will send two copies' o f -the consents, for adoption to the child’s caseworker (see section 120.2(a)(4-6)). ‘ ' ■ \: ' Y '  .

I  Once an. adoption subsidy has been approved and payments have started, any changes in thesubsidy amount are negotiated according to .the following procedures: .• ! .Y ' 1 . . -If the .adoptive parents request a  change in the subsidy amount before the adoption is ' .finalized, the worker is responsible for negotiating the amount• 2. I f  the'adoptive .parents’ request a change in the subsidy amount after the adoption has' .-been finalized, State Office adoption staff is responsible for negotiating the amount.3. Adjustments in the monthly cash' payment may be made with the concurrence o f theadoptive parents arid based upon documented, changes' in the needs of the child, or' • ' • changes in the circumstances o f the adoptive family- ‘ •' » ' * 4 * r • * • / ' * + Y• . . . , , I • * . * *' ' • 4. .. Changes in the maximum allowable subsidy payment due to increases in foster carerates are not automatic, but based on'the needs'of ffie child and the circumstanc.'s o f  the .• 'adoptivefamily. • r .5.' The Division will notify .the adoptive parents in writing o f changes' in subsidized '; adoption payments resulting from decreases'.in foster care rates. Adjustments will be' considered at the request o f the adoptivcparcnts. . 'j .  Annual reviews o f the subsidy and xedetennination of Medicaid eligibility are addressed by; . ’ StateOffice. . '  ; '  .. ' - Y  • . • ‘k. Subsidized adoption payments will terminate when the child reaches age 18. Payments must .. also terminate i f  the parents cease supporting the child prior to age 18 or i f  the parents are. no .- longer legally responsible for the .child, and the parents, must inform the agency i f  they . . become ineligible for further payments*,. 1. ;-^  {  1. •. The adoptive parents may appeal the Division's decision to reduce, change .or terminate the Adoption Subsidy Agreement. Prospective .adoptive parents whose request for a subsidy has been denied or the desired amount reduced, also have the-right to appeal.m .. The worker niay offer the family reimbursement for non-recurring adoption expenses incurred... by the adoptive parents. These expense? may include attorney's fees, court costs, adoption.home -study fees, costs o f preplacement visitation and travel, and other one-time expenses . directly related to the adoption. There is a maximum :of $2000 per child.- Approval by the
Date cfIssue: .March 31,1989 •• Supcrcoded by: December 3,2002
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A C F U .S . D E P A R T M E N T  O F  H E A L T H  AN D  H U M A N  S E R V IC E S  j j Administration on Children, Youth and Families /■A d m in istra tio n 1. Log No: ACYF-CB-PA-01-01 2. Issuance Date: January 23,2001 |jfo r  C h ild r e n 3. Originating Office: Children's Bureau aa n d  F a m ilie s 4. K eyW ords: Adoption Assistance Eligibility ti
P O L IC Y  A N N O U N C E M E N TT O : State Agencies Administering title IV -E  o f the Social Security A ct, Indian Tribesand Indian Tribal OrganizationsS U B JE C T : Title IV -E  Adoption Assistance (Eligibility and Ancillary Policies)L E G A L  A N D  R E L A T E D  R E F E R E N C E S :Sections 403,431(b), 471(a)(18), 471(a)(20)(A), 473 and 474(e) ofthe Social Security Act; Public Law 100-203, Section 9133; Public Laws 99-514, 100-205,104-188,104-193,104-208, 105-33, 105-89, and 106-169; 8 U S C  1641(b); 45 C F R  Parts 1356.30,1356.40, and 1356.41; A CYF-PA-88-01; ACYF-PIQ-89-01; ACYF-PIQ-90-02; ACYF-CB-PIQ-98-02; ACYF-CB-PIQ-99-0 i :  and ACYF-CB-IM -00-02.W IT H D R A W N  IS S U A N C E S :• ACYF-PIQ-82-01 (Q & A  #1).  ACYF-PIQ-82-02• ACYF-PIQ-82-16 ( 1 ,2 ,3 , and 5)• ACYF-PIQ-82-18 (2 ,3 ,4  and 5)• ACYF-PIQ-85-04 .  ACYF-PIQ-85-05 (Q& As 5 and 6)• ACYF-PIQ-86-05• ACYF-PA-87-03P U R P O SE :This announcement provides comprehensive guidelines for States to use in determining a child's eligibility for title IV -E  adoption assistance. Although the Children's B ureau has issued numerous policy issuances on this topic in the past, we continue to receive requests for policy clarification in this area. In an effort to be responsive to continuing questions and provide a comprehensive issuance on title IV-E adoption assistance eligibility, we careftilly reviewed the statute, as well as all o f the current title IV -E  adoption assistance eligibility and ancillary policies. A s a result, this issuance not only contains current policies, but we also have taken this opportunity to revise some o f the existing policies and practices in order to bring them in line with the statute. Those are discussed fully in the appropriate sections below. In addition, the withdrawn policy issuances and the previous and revised policies are highlighted in Appendix B . To the extent that there are conflicting requirements in earlier issuances that may not have been withdrawn with this issuance, the requirements set forth in this Policy Announcement prevail.

.  ACYF-PIQ-87-05 (with ACYF-CB-IM -00-02 effective 2/18/2000)« ACYF-PA-88-01 .  ACYF-PIQ-88-06* ACYF-PIQ-89-02 (Q&A - 1 ,2  and 5).  ACYF-PIQ-90-02 (Q&As 1 ,2 ,4 , 5 and 6)* ACYF-PIQ-91-04 .  ACYF-PIQ-92-02

1



MAR-12-2003 MED 11:06 AH DFYS CENTRAL OFFICE FAX NO. 9074653397 P. 07
However, in circumstances where the State agency does not have responsibility for placement and care, or is otherwise unaware o f the adoption o f a potentially special needs child, it is incumbent upon the adoptive family to request adoption assistance on behalf o f  the child. It is not the responsibility o f the State or local agency to seek out and inform individuals who are unknown to the agency about the possibility o f title IV -E  adoption assistance for special needs children who also are unknown to the agency This policy is consistent with the intent and purpose o f the statute, and that is to promote the adoption o f special needs children who are in the public foster care system.
A m o u n t o f  A doption Assistance P aym entsThe amount o f the adoption assistance payment cannot exceed the amount the child would have received i f  s/he had been in a foster family home, but otherwise must be determined through agreement between the adoptive parents and the State or local title IV -E  agency. Unlike other public assistance programs in the Social Security Act, the title IV -E  adoption assistance program is intended to encourage an action that will be a lifelong social benefit to certain children and not to meet short-term monetary needs during a crisis. Further, the adoptive parents' income is not relevant to the child's eligibility for the program.Title IV -E  adoption assistance is not based upon a standard schedule o f itemized needs and countable income. Instead, the amount o f  the adoption assistance payment is determined through the discussion and negotiation process between the adoptive parents and a representative o f  the State agency based upon the needs o f  the child and the circumstances o f the family. The payment that is agreed upon should combine with the parents' resources to cover the ordinary and special needs o f  the child projected over an extended period o f time and should cover anticipated needs, e.g., child care. Anticipation and discussion o f these needs are part o f the negotiation o f  the amount o f the adoption assistance payment.Once the adoption assistance agreement is signed and the child is adopted, the adoptive parents are firee to make decisions about expenditures on behalf o f the child without further agency approval or oversight. Hence, once an adoption assistance agreement is in effect, the parents can spend the subsidy in any way they see fit to incorporate the child into their lives. Since there is no itemized fist o f approved expenditures for adoption assistance, the State cannot require an accounting for the expenditures. The amount o f  the assistance may be adjusted periodically i f  the family's or child's circumstances change, but only with the concurrence o f  the adoptive family.The use o f a means test is prohibited in the process o f selecting a suitable adoptive family, or in negotiating an adoption assistance agreement, including the amount o f the adoption assistance payment.3 Once a child has been determined eligible under section 473 o f  the Act, adoptive parents cannot be rejected for adoption assistance or have payments reduced without their agreement because o f  their income or other resources. In addition, the State cannot arbitrarily reject a request for an increase in the amount o f subsidy (up to the amount the child would have received in foster care) in cases where the adoptive parents make life choices such as resigning one's job to stay at home with the adopted child or to return to school, Adoptive parents can request a fair hearing i f  the State rejects such requests.The circumstances of the adopting parents must be considered together with the needs o f the child when negotiating the adoption assistance agreement. Consideration o f  the circumstances o f  theM 45 CKR. 1356.40(c).
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Your favorable consideration o f  this request would be appreciated.
Sincerely,
Elmer A . LindstromSpecial Assistant to the CommissionerC c: M ike Tibbies, Legislative DirectorO ffice o f  the GovernorTom Cherian, Acting Director Division o f  Family &  Youth Services
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