


A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e

SESSION AUDRHSS: INTERIM ADDRKSS:
Alaska Slate Capitnl 0001: Railroad Avenue

Juneau. Alaska WSOI Wasilla, AK 09654
Phone: <0071-105-3743 Phone : 007-370-’ (<70

I-S0O-5O5-3743 lva\: (007) 373-4745
l-'ax: <007)405-33X1

H ouse S p ecial C om m ittee on E d u cation
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C a r l  G a t t o ,  C h a i r

May 2, 2004

To: Senator Dyson -  C hairm an (S) HESS

RE: HB 405

Dear Senator G ary Stevens,

M ay I officially request that you schedule HB 405 for hearing before your com m ittee at 
your earliest convenience?

Enclosed are:

1) Sponsor S tatem ent
2) Text of HB 405
3) Fiscal N ote
4) S upporting  docum enration

Thank you for your time and consideration.
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S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

H O U S E  B IL L  405
"A N  A C T  R E L A T IN G  T O  A C C O U N T A B IL IT Y  O F P U B LIC  SCHO O LS A N D  S C H O O L 
D ISTRICTS, A N D  REPORTS C O N C E R N IN G  ASSISTANCE T O  IM P R O V E  S C H O O L 
P E R FO R M A N C E ; A N D  P R O V ID IN G  FO R A N  E F F E C T IV E  D A T E ."

Alaska currently has two systems of school designators, a state system and a system applied 
under the NCLB act. Current Alaska law would require that schools be given the designations 
“distinguished,” “successful,” “deficient,” or “in crisis,” whereas federal law uses terms such as 
“distinguished,” “proficient,” “in improvement,” “corrective action,” and “restructuring.” To 
avoid confusion, Alaska law should be amended to delete the requirement that a school or district 
performance designation be given a specific label, while retaining the requirement that the stale 
board fashion performance designations based on state assessments.

The purpose of this bill is to hold districts and public schools accountable but not to increase 
their administrative burden. Thus, although this bill retains the requirement that a school not 
meeting adequate performance must draft a school improvement plan, the bill would remove 
from statute the detailed descriptions of a school improvement plan. Federal laws, and the 
regulations adopted by the state board, comprehensively and satisfactorily prescribe the required 
contents of an improvement plan.

In addition, this bill would eliminate unnecessary and unhelpful reports, but keep the school 
report card system intact. For example, current law requires below-proficient schools report to 
the stale board. Yet, the state board already has the school report card from these schools. This 
requirement is a paperwork and time burden on schools, districts, and the slate board, while 
failing to substantially aid in the goal of educating children. Similarly, current stale law requires 
the Department of Education and Early Development to provide the legislature with a report - 
separate from the school report card- on the progress of schools and districts. Preparation of this 
report does little to advance the understanding of the legislature or the public not already 
accomplished by the school report card. A better approach is to eliminate these unnecessary 
reporting burdens, ensure that accoun.ability information is contained in the school report card, 
and to continue to refine and rely on this valuable reporting tool.

I urge your consideration and support for this measure.

R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ C a r l_ G a tto @  le g is .s ta te .a k .u s
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HB 405
Eliminating the “Thick Report”

There are nine components of the report that is required in AS 14.03.070. These 
components are listed below with an explanation of why EED believes this report is no 
longer necessary.1. School Report Card Informationa. This information is already located on the E E D  website.2. Number and Percentage of students in each school who pass the examination and the number who pass each sectiona. This information is already located on the E E D  website.3. Progress of the department a) toward implementing the school accountability provisions and b) in assisting high schools to become accrediteda. M uch o f  the current information included in this report can be found on the EE D  website. E E D  already posts Adequate Yearly Progress (A Y P ) school and district designations and state goals, state Annual Measurable Objectives and testing participation rates.

4. Description of the resources provided to each school and district for school improvement activities and staff traininga. E E D  receives copies o f  all school and district School Improvement Plans. E E D , by federal law, does not have any authority to approve these plans, but does have some Title I funding to issue to Level 2 or higher School Improvement sites. Grant information can be posted on the E E D  website.5. Description of each district’s and each school’s progress in aligning curriculum with state standardsa. Almost all districts, i f  not all by the end o f  this fiscal year, report they have aligned their curricula to state standards. The bigger question is, “ Have districts aligned their instructional practices to the standards?”  Answering this question, without relying on self-reported data, would be difficult to impossible.6. Description of efforts by the department to assist a public school that receives a designation of deficient or in crisisa. Because N C L B  requires that we have only one comprehensive state assessment system, E E D  has proposed that these state school designations be eliminated in statute. Instead, the department would post, annually, school and districts not meeting A Y P  and at which levels each is at.7. Description of intervention efforts by each school district and school for students not meeting state standardsa. This report o f the activities o f  the Quality School Grants would be done annually and could be posted on the E E D  website.S. Number and percentage of turnover in certificated personnel and superintendentsa. This data is self-reported by districts and would not be compiled i f  not for the requirement in A S  14.03.070.9. Number of teachers by district and school who are teaching outside the teacher’s area of endorsement, but in areas tested by the high school competency examination This information will be included in each school report card, which is already located on the E E D  website

February  23, 2004
EDUCATION& EARtY DEVELOPMENT



PRINCIPLE 1. A single statewide Accountability System applied to all 
public schools and LEAs.

C R I T I C A L  E L E M E N T
E X A M P L E S  F O R  

M E E T I N G  S T A T U T O R Y  
R E Q U I R E M E N T S

E X A M P L E S  O F  
NOT M E E T I N G  

R E Q U I R E M E N T S

1.1 How does the State 
Accountability System 
include every public 
school and LEA in the 
State?

Every public school and LEA is 
required to make adequate 
yearly progress and is 
included in the State 
Accountability System.

State has a definition of “public 
school" and “LEA" for AYP 
accountability purposes.

• The State Accountability 
System produces AYP 
decisions for all public 
schools, including public 
schools with variant 
grade configurations 
(e.g., K-12), public 
schools that serve 
special populations (e.g., 
alternative public 
schools, juvenile 
institutions, state public 
schools for the blind) and 
public charter schools. It 
also holds accountable 
public schools with no 
grades assessed (e.g., 
K-2).

A public school or LEA is not 
required to make adequate 
yearly progress and is not 
included in the State 
Accountability System.

State policy systematically 
excludes certain public 
schools and/or LEAs.

S T A T E  R E S P O N S E  A N D  S T A T E  A C T I V I T I E S  F O R  M E E T I N G  R E Q U I R E M E N T S
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1.1- The State o f Alaska defines a school in Alaska Administrative Code A A C  05.900(5). A  school is also being defined under the revised regulations governing Report Cards to the Public. Charter schools, correspondence schools, alternative and special mission schools are included as public schools. Alaska's accountability system treats all these types o f schools the same way in determining Adequate Yearly Progress (AYP).The accountability system produces an A Y P  decision for each public school in the state. Schools with any and all combinations o f grade configurations are included in calculating A Y P  and making an A Y P  decision in the same manner.The standards-based student assessment system in Alaska consists o f testing all students in grades 3 to 10 annually. The A Y P  calculation will aggregate test data across grade levels within each school. The Performance Score (overall percent o f students enrolled for the full academic year who are proficient across grades) will be compared to the Annual Measurable Objective (AMO) for each year. More details on determining A Y P arc presented in later parts of this plan.All schools in Alaska participate in the assessment system with the exception o f a few schools who only serve students in grades K-2. The A Y P  decision made on the school that receives students from the K-2 schools will be applied to the K-2 school, so that all schools (including the K-2 schools) will receive an annual A Y P  determination.Charter schools are considered public schools in Alaska and are required to participate in the state's assessment system and will receive an annual A Y P  determination. Alternative, Special Mission, Correspondence, Boarding schools, and schools located in youth correctional facilities also participate in state assessments and will receive an annual AYP determination using the same procedures as for all other schools.During the 2003/2004 and 2004/2005 school years Alaska will study the validity of the statewide accountability system when applied to Alternative and Special Mission Schools. I f  the results o f this study indicate that the accountability system is not valid for these types o f schools Alaska will propose an alternate system to the US Department of Education. Until that occurs, these schools will receive an annual A Y P  determination using the same system as other schools._____________________________________________________________
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Chapter 1 Standards, Assessments and Adequate Yearly ProgressThis section describes ihe statutory and regulatory requirements concerning AYP, as well as E D ’s less formal interpretations that became apparent through the peer review process.
A. Single Statewide Accountability SystemEvery state must dem onstrate in its state plan that it has developed and is im ple­m enting a single, statewide accountability system that will he effective in ensuring that all LEAs, public elem entary schools and public secondary schools make AYP.The regulations clarify that this single system must be in place for the 2002-03 school year.This single system must be the same accountability system the state uses for all public elem entary schools and secondary schools and for all LEAs in the state, and must take into account the achievem ent o f  all public school students. It must be based on the state’s standards, assessments, and “other academ ic indicators," as explained in this chapter. In its attem pt to hold LEAs and public schools accountable for student achievem ent and for ensuring AYP, the accountability system must in­clude both sanctions and rewards (such as teacher bonuses and school recognition).This statutory and regulatory language suggests that states cannot continue the dual systems o f accountability that often arose under I A SA . However, states with well- established accountability systems vehem ently objected to having to dism antle state systems that worked seemingly well. After considering formal com m ents submitted on the proposed regulations and negotiating informally with states, ED agreed that a state may continue to use its current state accountability system, consistent, with earlier Dear Colleague letters released by ED , if that system integrates the federally- m andated A M 5 into its system. States were required to subm it evidence through the peer review process that thoroughly described the slate’s accountability system and dem onstrated how it integrated the AYP provisions required under Title I.(Note that while all public schools must be included in AYP determ inations, only public schools receiving Title I allocations arc subject to sanctions under § 111(5 for school im provem ent, corrective action and restructuring; See Chapter 2.)

B. Defining the Measure o f Adequate Yearly Progress

7) General requirementsU nd er N C L B , AYP is measured separately at the level o f  school, district, and state perform ance. (The requirem ent to set AYP for the stale as a whole is new under N C L B .) T h e measures inusL be designed to narrow the achievem ent gaps am ong groups o f students in the schools, LEAs and the entire stale. A  stat'* must craft its AYP measure so that the same high standards o f academ ic achievem ent apply to all public elem entary school and secondary school students in the state, not just 1 i tie I students. T h e measure must be statistically valid and reliable, and result in continu­ous and substantial academ ic im provem ent for all students.T h e state assessments must be the primary factor in the stale’s measure ol AYP, as under LASA. A m ong many other topics, peer reviewers had to report whether the state’s definition o f  AYP was based primarily on the academ ic assessments. A lthough
The M ew  T it le  I: The C hang ing  L an d sca p e  o f A c co u n ta b ility P a g e  21



th r o u g h  o t h e r  e n t i t i e s  s u c h  a s  schoo l s u p p o r t  t e a m s  o r  e d u ­
c a t io n a l  s e rv ic e  agenc ies .

"(8 ) Ad m i n i s t r a t i v e  c o s t s .— A S t a t e  e d u c a t io n a l  ag en cy  
t h a t  rece iv e s  a  g r a n t  a w a r d  u n d e r  t h i s  su b s e c t io n  m a y  re s e rv e  
n o t  m o r e  t h a n  5 p e r c e n t  o f  s u c h  g r a n t  fu n d s  for  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  

, e v a lu a t io n ,  a n d  te c h n ic a l  a s s i s t a n c e  e x p e n se s .
"(9) L o c a l  a w a r d s .— E a c h  local e d u c a t io n a l  a g e n c y  t h a t  

a p p l i e s  for a s s i s t a n c e  u n d e r  t h i s  s u b s e c t io n  s h a l l  d e sc r ib e  how  
i t  will  p ro v id e  th e  lo w e s t -a c h ie v in g  sch oo ls  t h e  r e s o u rc e s  n e c ­
e s s a r y  to m e e t  goa ls  u n d e r  school a n d  local e d u c a t io n a l  ag e n c y  
im p ro v e m e n t ,  co r rec t iv e  ac t io n ,  a n d  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  p l a n s  u n d e r  
s e c t io n  1116.

20 USC 0304. " S E C . 1004. S T A T E  A D M IN IS T R A T IO N .

“(a) In  G e n e r a l .— E x c e p t  a s  p ro v id e d  in  s u b s e c t io n  (b), to 
c a r r y  o u t  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  d u t i e s  a s s ig n e d  u n d e r  p a r t s  A, C, a n d  
D  o f  th i s  t i t l e ,  e a c h  S t a t e  m a y  r e s e r v e  t h e  g r e a t e r  of—

“( 1 ) 1 p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  a m o u n t s  rece ived  u n d e r  s u c h  p a r t s ;
o r

"(2) $ 4 0 0 ,0 0 0  ($ 50 ,0 00  in  t h e  c a se  o f  e a c h  o u t ly in g  a re a ) .  
"(b) E x c e p t i o n .— If  t h e  s u m  o f  t h e  a m o u n t s  a p p r o p r i a t e d  for 

p a r t s  A, C, a n d  D  o f  t h i s  t i t l e  is e q u a l  to  o r  g r e a t e r  t h a n  
$ 1 4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,  t h e n  t h e  r e s e r v a t i o n  d e s c r ib e d  in su b s e c t io n  (a)(1) 
s h a l l  n o t  ex ceed  1 p e rc e n t  o f  t h e  a m o u n t  t h e  S t a t e  w o u ld  rece ive , 
i f  $ 1 4 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0 ,0 0 0  w e re  a l lo c a te d  a m o n g  t h e  S t a t e s  for p a r t s  A, 
C, a n d  D  o f  t h i s  t i t le .

“PART A—IMPROVING BASIC PROGRAMS OP­
ERATED BY LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES

“Subpart 1—Basic Program Requirements
20 USC G311. “S E C . 1111. S T A T E  PLA N S.

“(a)  P l a n s  R e q u i r e d .—
"(1) I n G EN ER A L.— F o r  a n y  S t a t e  d e s i r in g  to rece iv e  a  g r a n t  

u n d e r  t h i s  p a r t ,  t h e  S t a t e  e d u c a t io n a l  a g e n c y  s h a l l  s u b m i t  
to  th e  S e c r e t a r y  a  p la n ,  d e v e lo p e d  by t h e  S t a t e  e d u c a t io n a l  
a g e n c y ,  in  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  local e d u c a t io n a l  a g e n c ie s ,  
t e a c h e r s ,  p r in c ip a l s ,  p u p il  s e rv ic e s  p e r s o n n e l ,  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  
( in c lu d in g  a d m i n i s t r a t o r s  o f  p r o g r a m s  d e sc r ib e d  in  o t h e r  p a r t s  
o f  t h i s  t i t le ) ,  o t h e r  s ta ff ,  a n d  p a r e n t s ,  t h a t  s a t i s f i e s  t h e  r e q u i r e ­
m e n t s  o f  t h i s  sec t io n  a n d  t h a t  is c o o rd in a te d  w i th  o t h e r  p r o ­
g r a m s  u n d e r  t h i s  Act, t h e  I n d i v id u a l s  w i th  D isa b i l i t i e s  E d u ­
c a t io n  A ct,  th e  C a r l  D. P e r k i n s  V o c a t io n a l  a n d  T e c h n ic a l  E d u ­
c a t io n  A c t  o f  1998, t h e  H e a d  S t a r t  Act, t h e  A d u l t  E d u c a t i o n  
a n d  F a m i ly  L i te ra c y  A ct,  a n d  th e  M c K in n e y -V e n to  H o m e le s s  
A s s i s t a n c e  Act.

“(2) CONSOLIDATED pla n .— A S ta te  p lan su bm itted  un de r 
paragraph  (1) m ay be su bm itte d  as p art o f a conso lida ted 
p lan  un de r section 9302.
“(b) A c a d e m i c  S t a n d a r d s , A c a d e m i c  A s s e s s m e n t s , a n d  

A c c o u n t a b i l i t y .—
" ( l )  C h a l l e n g i n g  a c a d e m i c  s t a n d a r d s  —

"(A) In  g e n e r a l .— E a c h  S t a l e  p la n  s h a l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  
t h a t  th e  S t a t e  h a s  a d o p te d  c h a l l e n g in g  a c a d e m ic  c o n te n t  
s t a n d a r d s  a n d  c h a l l e n g in g  s t u d e n t  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t

115 STAT. 1444 PUBLIC LAW 107-110—JAN. 8, 2002

s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  will  b e  u s e d  by th e  S ta t e ,  i t s  local e d u ­
c a t io n a l  a g e n c ie s ,  a n d  i t s  schoo ls  to  c a r r y  o u t  th i s  p a r t ,  
e x c e p t  t h a t  a  S t a t e  s h a l l  n o t  be  r e q u i r e d  to  s u b m i t  su c h  
s t a n d a r d s  to  th e  S e c re t a ry .

“(B) S a m e  STANDARDS.— T h e  a c a d e m ic  s t a n d a r d s  
r e q u i r e d  by s u b p a r a g r a p h  (A) sh a l l  be th e  s a m e  aca d e m ic  
s t a n d a r d s  t h a t  t h e  S t a t e  a p p l i e s  to  a ll schoo ls  a n d  ch i ld ren  
in t h e  S t a t e .

"(C) SUBJECTS.— T h e  S t a t e  s h a l l  h a v e  s u c h  aca d e m ic  
s t a n d a r d s  fo r  a l l  p u b l ic  e l e m e n ta r y  school a n d  s e c o n d a ry  
school c h i ld re n ,  in c lu d in g  c h i ld r e n  s e r v e d  u n d e r  t h i s  p a r t ,  
in  su b j e c ts  d e t e r m i n e d  by th e  S t a t e ,  b u t  in c lu d in g  a t  le a s t  
m a t h e m a t i c s ,  r e a d i n g  o r  l a n g u a g e  a r t s ,  a n d  (b e g in n in g  in  
t h e  2 0 0 5 - 2 0 0 6  school y e a r )  sc ience ,  w h ic h  s h a l l  in c lu de  
th e  s a m e  k n o w le d g e ,  sk i l l s ,  a n d  leve ls  o f  a c h ie v e m e n t  
ex p e c te d  o f  all  c h i ld re n .

“(D) C h a l l e n g i n g  a c a d e m ic  s t a n d a r d s .— S t a n d a r d s  
u n d e r  t h i s  p a r a g r a p h  s h a l l  in c lu d e —

“(i) c h a l l e n g in g  a c a d e m ic  c o n te n t  s t a n d a r d s  in  a c a ­
d e m ic  s u b ’ ts  t h a t —

“(1) spec ify  w h a t  c h i ld r e n  a r e  e x p e c te d  to know  
a n d  be a b le  to  do;

' ( I D  c o n ta in  c o h e r e n t  a n d  r ig o ro u s  co n ten t ;
a n d

"(III)  e n c o u ra g e  th e  t e a c h in g  o f  a d v a n c e d  
sk i l l s ;  a n d
"(ii) c h a l l e n g in g  s t u d e n t  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  

s t a n d a r d s  t h a t —
“(I) a r e  a l ig n e d  w i th  t h e  S t a t e ' s  a c a d e m ic  con­

t e n t  s t a n d a r d s ;
"(II)  d e sc r ib e  tw o  lev e ls  o f  h ig h  a c h ie v e m e n t  

(p ro f ic ie n t  a n d  a d v a n c e d )  t h a t  d e t e r m i n e  how  well 
c h i l d r e n  a r e  m a s t e r i n g  t h e  m a t e r i a l  in  th e  S t a t e  
a c a d e m ic  c o n te n t  s t a n d a r d s ;  a n d

“(I I I )  d e sc r ib e  a  t h i r d  level o f  a c h ie v e m e n t  
(bas ic )  to  p ro v id e  co m p le te  in fo rm a t io n  a b o u t  th e  
p ro g r e s s  o f  t h e  lo w e r- a c h ie v in g  c h i ld re n  to w a rd  
m a s t e r i n g  t h e  p ro f ic ie n t  a n d  a d v a n c e d  levels  o f  
a c h ie v e m e n t .

"(E) I n f o r m a t i o n .— F o r  th e  s u b je c ts  in w h ic h  s t u d e n t s  
w ill  bo s e r v e d  u n d e r  t h i s  p a r t ,  b u t  for w h ic h  a  S t a t e  is 
n o t  r e q u i r e d  by s u b p a r a g r a p h s  (A), (B), a n d  (C) to  develop, 
a n d  h a s  n o t  o th e r w i s e  d eve lop ed ,  s u c h  a c a d e m ic  s t a n d a r d s ,  
t h e  S t a t e  p la n  s h a l l  d e sc r ib e  a  s t r a t e g y  for e n s u r i n g  t h a t  
s t u d e n t s  a r e  t a u g h t  t h e  s a m e  k n o w le d g e  a n d  s k i l l s  in 
s u c h  s u b je c t s  a n d  h e ld  to  t h e  s a m e  e x p e c ta t io n s  a s  a re  
a l l  ch i ld re n .

"(F) E x i s t i n g  s t a n d a r d s . — N o th in g  in th i s  p a r t  sh a l l  
p ro h ib i t  a  S t a t e  from  re v i s in g ,  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  t h i s  sec t ion ,  
a n y  s t a n d a r d  a d o p te d  u n d e r  t h i s  p a r t  befo re  o r  a f t e r  th e  
d a t e  o f  e n a c t m e n t  o f  t h e  N o  C h i ld  Left. B e h in d  A ct  of 2001.
"(2) A c c o u n t a b i l i t y .—

“(A) IN g e n e r a l .— E a c h  S t a t e  p la n  s h a l l  d e m o n s t r a t e  
t h a t  th e  S t a t e  h a s  d ev e lo p e d  a n d  is im p le m e n t i n g  a  s ing le ,  
s t a t e w i d e  S t a t e  a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  s y s te m  t h a t  will  b e  effec tive  
in  e n s u r i n g  t h a t  a ll local e d u c a t io n a l  a g e n c ie s ,  public
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e l e m e n t a r y  schoo ls ,  a n d  p u b lic  s e c o n d a r y  schools  m a k e  a d e ­
q u a t e  y e a r ly  p ro g r e s s  a s  d e f in ed  u n d e r  th i s  p a r a g r a p h .  
E a c h  S t a t e  a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  s y s te m  s h a l l —

“(i) be  b a s e d  on th e  a c a d e m ic  s t a n d a r d s  a n d  a c a ­
d e m ic  a s s e s s m e n t s  a d o p te d  u n d e r  p a r a g r a p h s  ( ! )  a n d  
(3), a n d  o t h e r  a c a d e m ic  in d i c a to r s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i th  
s u b p a r a g r a p h  tC)(vi)  a n d  (vii), a n d  sh a l l  t a k e  in to  
a c c o u n t  th e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f  a l l  pub lic  e le m e n ta r y  school 
a n d  s e c o n d a r y  school s t u d e n t s ;

"(ii) be  t h e  s a m e  a c c o u n ta b i l i ty  s y s te m  th e  S t a t e  
u s e s  fo r  a l l  p u b l ic  e l e m e n t a r y  schoo ls  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  
scho o ls  o r  a l l  local e d u c a t io n a l  ag e n c ie s  in  t h e  S t a t e ,  
e x c e p t  t h a t  p u b l i c  e l e m e n t a r y  schools ,  s e c o n d a r y  
schoo ls ,  a n d  local e d u c a t io n a l  a g e n c ie s  not. p a r t i c i ­
p a t i n g  u n d e r  t h i s  p a r t  a r e  n o t  s u b je c t  to  t h e  r e q u i r e ­
m e n t s  o f  se c t io n  1116; a n d

"(hi) in c lu d e  s a n c t io n s  a n d  r e w a r d s ,  s u c h  a s  
b o n u s e s  a n d  rec o g n i t io n ,  t h e  S t a t e  will  u s e  to hold  
local e d u c a t io n a l  a g e n c ie s  a n d  pub lic  e le m e n ta r y  
sch oo ls  a n d  s e c o n d a r y  sch oo ls  a c c o u n ta b le  for s t u d e n t  
a c h ie v e m e n t  a n d  for e n s u r i n g  t h a t  th e y  m a k e  a d e q u a t e  
y e a r ly  p ro g r e s s  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  t h e  S t a t e ’s d e f in i ­
t ion  u n d e r  s u b p a r a g r a p h s  (B) a n d  (C).
"(B) A d e q u a t e  y e a r l y  p r o g r e s s .— E a c h  S t a t e  p la n  

s h a l l  d e m o n s t r a t e ,  b a s e d  on a c a d e m ic  a s s e s s m e n t s  
d e s c r ib e d  in p a r a g r a p h  (3), a n d  in  accord  ince  w i th  th i s  
p a r a g r a p h ,  w h a t  c o n s t i t u t e s  a d e q u a t e  y e a r ly  p ro g r e s s  of 
t h e  S t a t e ,  a n d  o f  a ll  p u b l ic  e le m e n ta ry '  schools ,  s e c o n d a r y  
schoo ls ,  a n d  local e d u c a t io n a l  a g e n c ie s  in  th e  S t a t e ,  to w a rd  
e n a b l i n g  all  p u b l ic  e l e m e n t a r y  school a n d  s e c o n d a r y  school 
s t u d e n t s  to  m e e t  th e  S t a t e ’s  s t u d e n t  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  
s t a n d a r d s ,  w h i le  w o rk in g  to w a r d  th e  goal o f  n a r r o w i n g  
th e  a c h ie v e m e n t  g a p s  in  t h e  S t a t e ,  local e d u c a t io n a l  a g e n ­
cies , a n d  schools.

“(C) D e f i n i t i o n .— 'Ad e q u a te  y e a r ly  p r o g r e s s ’ s h a l l  be 
d e f in e d  by th e  S t a t e  in  a  m a n n e r  t h a t —

"(i) a p p l i e s  t h e  s a m e  h ig h  s t a n d a r d s  o f  a c a d e m ic  
a c h ie v e m e n t  to  a l l  p u b lic  e l e m e n t a r y  school a n d  s e c ­
o n d a r y  school s t u d e n t s  in  t h e  S ta t e ;

“(ii) is s t a t i s t i c a l l y  v a l id  a n d  re l iab le ;
"(iii) r e s u l t s  in  c o n t i n u o u s  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  a c a ­

d e m ic  im p r o v e m e n t  for al)  s t u d e n t s ;
"(iv) m e a s u r e s  t h e  p ro g r e s s  o f  p u b lic  e l e m e n ta r y  

schoo ls ,  s e c o n d a r y  schoo ls  a n d  local e d u c a t io n a l  a g e n ­
cies  a n d  th e  S t a t e  b a s e d  p r im a r i ly  on  t h e  a c a d e m ic  
a s s e s s m e n t s  d e s c r ib e d  in p a r a g r a p h  (3);

"(v) in c lu d e s  s e p a r a t e  m e a s u r a b l e  a n n u a l  ob jec­
t ives  fo r  c o n t i n u o u s  a n d  s u b s t a n t i a l  im p r o v e m e n t  for 
e a c h  o f  th e  following;

“(I) T h e  a c h ie v e m e n t  o f  a ll pub lic  e le m e n ta r y  
school a n d  s e c o n d a r y  school s tu d e n t s .

“(II)  T h e  a c h i e v e m e n t  o f—
“(a a )  e co n o m ic a l ly  d i s a d v a n ta g e d  s t u ­

d e n t s ;
"(bb) s t u d e n t s  from  m a jo r  ra c ia l  a n d  

e th n i c  g ro u p s ;
“(cc) s t u d e n t s  w i th  d is ab i l i t ie s ;  a n d
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“(dd) s t u d e n t s  w i th  l im i te d  E n g l i s h  p r o ­
ficiency;

e x c e p t  t h a t  d i s a g g r e g a t io n  o f  d a t a  u n d e r  s u b c la u s e  
( II)  s h a l l  n o t  b e  r e q u i r e d  in  a  c a se  in  w h ic h  th e  
n u m b e r  o f  s t u d e n t s  in  a  c a te g o ry  is  in su f f ic ie n t  
to  y ie ld  s t a t i s t i c a l l y  r e l ia b le  in f o rm a t io n  o r  th e  
r e s u l t s  w o u ld  re v e a l  p e r s o n a l ly  id e n t i f ia b le  
i n f o rm a t io n  a b o u t  a n  i n d iv id u a l  s t u d e n t ;
"(vi) in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  s u b p a r a g r a p h  (D), in c lu d e s  

g r a d u a t i o n  r a t e s  for p u b l ic  s e c o n d a r y  school s t u d e n t s  
(d e f in ed  a s  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  . t u d e n t s  w h o  g r a d u a t e  
from  s e c o n d a r y  school w i t h  a  r e g u l a r  d ip lo m a  in  th e  
s t a n d a r d  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s )  a n d  a t  l e a s t  o n e  o th e r  a c a ­
d e m ic  in d ic a to r ,  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  by t h e  S t a t e  fo r  a ll  
p u b l ic  e l e m e n t a r y  school s t u d e n t s ;  a n d

“(vii) in  a c c o rd a n c e  w i th  s u b p a r a g r a p h  (D), a t  th e  
S t a t e ’s d is c re t io n ,  m a y  a lso  in c lu d e  o t h e r  a c a d e m ic  
in d i c a to r s ,  a s  d e t e r m i n e d  by th e  S t a t e  for a ll p u b l ic  
schoo l s t u d e n t s ,  m e a s u r e d  s e p a r a t e l y  for e a c h  g ro u p  
d e s c r ib e d  in  c la u s e  (v), s u c h  a s  a c h i e v e m e n t  on  a d d i ­
t io n a l  S t a t e  o r  locally  a d m i n i s t e r e d  a s s e s s m e n t s ,  
d e c r e a s e s  in  g r a d e - to - g r a d t  r e t e n t i o n  r a t e s ,  a t t e n d a n c e  
r a t e s ,  a n d  c h a n g e s  in  t h e  p e r c e n t a g e s  o f  s t u d e n t s  c o m ­
p le t in g  g if ted  a n d  t a l e n t e d ,  a d v a n c e d  p la c e m e n t ,  a n d  
college  p r e p a r a t o r y  cou rses .
"(D) R e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  o t i .'e r  i n d i c a t o r s .— I n c a r ­

ry in g  o u t  s u b p a r a g r a p h  (C)(vi)  a n d  'v ii) ,  t h e  S t a t e —
”(i) s h a l l  e n s u r e  t h a t  t h e  in d i c a to r s  d e s  r ib ed  in 

th o s e  p ro v i s io n s  a r e  v a l id  a n d  re l ia b le ,  a n d  a r e  co n ­
s i s t e n t  w i th  re l e v a n t ,  n a t i o n a l l y  r ec o g n ized  p ro fe s ­
s io n a l  a n d  t e c h n ic a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  i f  a n y ;  a n d

"(ii) e x c e p t  a s  p ro v id ed  in s u b p a r a g r a p h  (I)(i), m a y  
n o t  u s e  th o s e  in d ic a to r s  to  r e d u c e  th e  n u m b e r  of, o r  
c h a n g e ,  th e  schoo ls  t h a t  w o u 'd  o th e r w i s e  be  s u b je c t  
to  school im p ro v e m e n t ,  c o r r e c t iv e  ac t ion ,  o r  r e s t r u c ­
t u r i n g  u n d e r  se c t io n  1116 i f  t h o s e  a d d i t io n a l  in d i c a to r s  
w e re  n o t  u se d ,  b u t  m a y  u se  t h e m  to ide n t i fy  a d d i t io n a l  
schoo ls  for school i m p r o v e m e n t  o r  in  n e e d  o f  co r rec t iv e  
ac t io n  o r  r e s t r u c t u r i n g .
"(E) S t a r t i n g  p o i n t . — E a c h  S t a t e ,  u s i n g  d a t a  for th e  

2 0 0 1 - 2 0 0 2  school y e a r ,  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  s t a r t i n g  p o in t  
fo r  m e a s u r in g ,  u n d e r  s u b p a r a g r a p h s  (G) a n d  (H), t h e  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s t u d e n t s  m e e t in g  o r  e x c e e d in g  th e  S t a t e ’s 
p ro f ic ie n t  level o f  a c a d e m ic  a c h ie v e m e n t  on th e  S t a t e  
a s s e s s m e n t s  u n d e r  p a r a g r a p h  (3) a n d  p u r s u a n t  to  th e  
t im e l in e  d e sc r ib e d  in s u b p a r a g r a p h  (F.i. T h e  s t a r t i n g  p o in t  
s h a l l  be, at. a  m i n im u m ,  b a s e d  on  th e  h ig h e r  of th e  p e r c e n t ­
a g e  o f  s t u d e n t s  a t  th e  p ro f ic ie n t  level w ho  a r e  in—

“(i) th e  S t a t e ’s lo w e s t  a c h ie v in g  g ro u p  o f  s t u d e n t s  
d e s c r ib e d  in s u b p a r a g r a p h  (C)(v)(Il); o r

"(ii) t h e  school a t  t h e  2 0 th  p e rc e n t i l e  ir. th e  S t a l e ,  
b a s e d  on  e n r o l lm e n t ,  a m o n g  all  s ch oo ls  r a n k e d  by t h e  
p e r c e n t a g e  o f  s t u d e n t s  a t  th e  p ro f ic ie n t  level.
“(F )  TIMELINE.— E a c h  S t a t e  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  a  t im e l in e  

for  a d e q u a t e  y e a r ly  p ro g re s s .  T h e  t im e l in e  s h a l l  e n s u r e  
t h a t  n o t  l a t e r  t h a n  12 y e a r s  a f t e r  th e  e n d  o f  t h e  2 0 0 1 -  2002 school y e a r ,  a l l  s t u d e n t s  in e ach  g ro u p  d e sc r ib e d
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SEN ATE C S  FO R  C S  F O R  H O U SE B IL L NO. 405( )IN TH E L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  TH E ST A T E  O F  A L A S K A  TW ENTY -T H IR D  L E G IS L A T U R E  - S E C O N D  S E S S IO N
BY

O ffered :
R e fe r red :

S p o n s o r s ) :  R E P R E S E N T A T IV E S  G A T T O , L y n n , W ilson

A B IL LFO R  AN A C T  EN TITLED "An Act relating to reports on school and school district performance; relating to accountability of public schools and school districts; and providing for an effective date."
BE IT  E N A C T E D  BY TH E L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  THE STA TE O F  A L A S K A :

* Section 1. A S  14.03.120(b) is amended to read:(b) The department shall summarize the reports submitted under (a) o f this section and include all revenue received bv each school district organized in easily sortablc categories including A D M  and district, as a statewide report, provide a copy to the governor, publish the report on the department's Internet website, and notify the legislature that the report is available; n this section, "revenue" means all money reported to the department as receipts from any source, including state, federal, local, special, and other funding.* Sec. 2. A S  14.03.120(d) is amended to read:(d) Annually, before the dale set by the district under (e) o f  this section, each
-1- SCS CSHB 405( )
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public school shall deliver lo the department for posting on the department's website and provide, in a public meeting o f parents, students, and community members, a report on the school's performance and the performance o f the school's students. The report shall be prepared on a form prescribed by the department and must include (1) information on accreditation;(2) results o f  norm-referenced achievement tests;(3) results o f  state standards-based assessments in reading, writing, andmathematics; (4) a description, including quantitative and qualitative measures, o f  student, parent, community, and business involvement in student learning;(5) a description o f  the school's attendance, retention, dropout, and graduation rates, including the number and percentage o f  students who received a diploma under a waiver from the competency examination required under A S  14.03.075(a), as specified by the state board;(6) the annual percent o f  enrollment change, regardless o f  reason, and the annual percent o f  enrollment change due to student transfers into and out o f  the school district; (7) i f  Native language education is provided, a summary and evaluation o f the curriculum described in A S  14.30.420; [A N D ](8) the number and percentage o f  students in each school who take and who successfully complete an alternative assessment program in reading, English, or mathematics; and the number and percentage o f  pupils in each school who successfully complete the alternative assessment program but who do not reach the state performance standards at the competency exam level in reading, English, or mathematics; a school may not report results under this paragraph unless the school complies with the family educational rights and privacy requirements o f  34 C .F .R . 99^(9) the performance designation assigned the school under A S 14.03.123 and the weight of the measures used to assign the performance designation; and(10) other information concerning school performance and the
SCS CSHB 405( ) -2-
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performance of the school's students as required by the state board in regulation.WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 23-LS1533\U

* Sec. 3. AS 14.03.120(e) is amended to read:(e) By a date set by the district, each public school in the district shall provide the report described in (d) of this section to the district's governing body. Along with the report, each public school shall submit a summary of comments made on the report by parents, students, and community members. By July 1 o f each year, [BEGINNING IN 2000,J each district shall provide to the department a report on the performance of each public school and the public school students in the district. The district's repor must (1) be entitled "School District Report Card to the Public"; and(2) include(A) copies of the reports and summaries o f comments submitted under this section by each public school in the district; [AND](B) a compilation of the material described in (A) of this paragraph by each public school in the district^(C) the designation assigned the district under A S 14.03.123 and the weight of tlic measures used to assign the performance designation; andfD) other information concerning school performance and the performance of the school's students as required by the state board in regulation,* Sec. 4. AS 14.03.123 is repealed and reenacted to read:Sec. 14.03.123. School and district accountability, (a) By September 1 of each year, the department shall assign a performance designation to each public school and school district and to the state public school system in accordance with (f) of this section.(b) The department shall inform the governing body of each district o f the performance designation assigned under (a) of this section.(c) The state board shall adopt regulations implementing this section, providing for a statewide student assessment system, and providing for the process of assigning a designation under (a) of this section, including
-3- SCS CSHB 405( )
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1 (1) the criteria that will be used for assignment of each designation;2 (2) high achievement and low achievement designations that are based3 on the accountability system under this section;4 (3) a procedure for appealing a designation that may be used by the5 principal of a public school or by the superintendent of a puK:~ school district;6 (4) additional measures that may be progressively implemented by the7 commissioner to assist schools or districts to improve performance in accordance with8 this section and with federal law; to the extent necessary to conform to federal law the9 additional measures may be unique to a certain school or district if  that school or10 district receives federal funding that is not available to all schools or districts in the11 state.12 (d) A  public school or district that receives a low achievement designation13 under this section shall prepare and submit to the department a school or district14 improvement plan, as applicable, in accordance with regulations adopted by the board.15 The improvement plan must be prepared with the maximum feasible public16 participation of the community including, as appropriate, interested individuals,17 teachers, parents, parent organizations, students, tribal organizations, local government18 representatives, and other community groups.19 (e) The department shall establish a program of special recognition for those20 public schools that receive a high achievement designation.21 (f) In the accountability system for schools and districts required by this22 section, the department shall23 (1) implement 20 U .S .C . 6301 - 7941 (Elementary and Secondary24 Education Act of 1965), as amended;25 (2) implement state criteria and priorities for accountability including26 the use o f27 (A) measures of student performance on standards-based28 assessments in reading, writing, and mathematics, and including competency29 tests required under AS 14.03.075;30 (B) measures of student improvement; and31 (C) other measures identified that are indicators of student
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1 success and achievement; and2 (3) to the extent practicable, minimize the administrative burden on3 districts.4 (g) In this section,5 (1) "district" has the meaning given in AS 14.17.990;6 (2) "state public school system" means the combination o f all public7 schools, public school districts, and state-operated schools.8 * Sec. 5. AS 36.30.850(b)(40) is repealed.9 * Sec. 6. The uncodified law o f the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to10 read:11 TRANSITION: R EG U LATIO N S. The Board of Education and Early Development12 may proceed to adopt regulations to implement the changes made by this Act. The13 regulations take effect under A S 44.62 (Administrative Procedure Act), but not before the14 effective date o f the statutory change.15 * Sec. 7. Section 6 o f this Act takes effect immediately under A S 01.10.070(c).16 * Sec. 8. Except as provided in sec. 7 of this Act, this Act takes effect July 1, 2004.
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