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I’0: Senator I'red Dyson, Chairman, Sent U education and Social Services Committee

From: Representative Naju® r**biom
Date: May 12,2003

Re: Mouse Bill 270

Please schedule MB 270 “An Act relating to the licensure of pharmacists; and providing for an
effective date” for a hearing in Senate Health, Education and Social Services Committee as soon as

possible

Included with the request is:
1) MB 270

2) Zero Fiscal Note

3) Sponsor Statement

4) Letters of Support

Thank vou for your consideration.
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Sponsor Statement

I-1B 270
“An Act relating to the licensure of pharmacists;
and providing for an effective date”

HB 270 was introduced to help the Board of Pharmacy address a problem that was unintentionally
left out of the original version of the statues.

The board of Pharmacy currently cannot deny a licensee based on actions that follow AS
08.80.261(a), however they can discipline a current licensee. This legislation gives the Board the
authority to deny a license to a new applicant if they find that the applicant has committed fraud,

deceit, falsely advertised, convicted of a felony, etc. as listed in AS 08.80.261(a).

The passage of this bill will provide the Board of Pharmacy the ability to ensure a greater degree of

safety for Alaskan citizens.

I urge your support for 1B 270.
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ALASKA PHARMACEUTICAL ASSOCIATION

Box 101185 Anchorage, Alaska 99510
(907) 563-8830

April 16,2003

Honorable Representative Nancy Dahlstrom
Alaska State House of Representatives
State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801

RE: HB 270

Dear Representative Dahlstrom,

The Alaska Pharmacists Association, formerly the Alaska Pharmaceutical Association,
represents over 200 licensed pharmacists and technicians in the State of Alaska. On
behalf of our membership 1would like to thank you for sponsoring HB 270 “an Act
relating to the licensure of pharmacists.” Our membership includes pharmacy staff
members in retail, hospital, clinic, and institutional practice sites. All of these practice
sites rely on the Board of Pharmacy to license professionals that are fit and competent to
practice pharmacy.

As you are aware the statutory changes made by HB270 are needed in order for the Board
ofPharmacy (BOP) to deny pharmacy licenses to individuals with questionable
backgrounds. Currently the BOP has no specific statutory authority to deny individuals
licenses to individuals who may have felony drug convictions or drug abuse problems,
unless they had been previously licensed by the BOP. The current situation potentially

puts both the safety ofthe public and the profession of pharmacy at risk.

Our association has put a high priority on getting the statutory changes included in
HD270 into law. We thank you once again for sponsoring and introducing this bill.
Please do not hesitate to contact our association or me directly at 907-225-6186 should
you have any questions.

Sincerely,

Barry Christensen, Pharmacist
Chair, Legislative Committee



PO Box 61328
Fairbanks, AK 99706-1328
April 17,2003

Honorable Representative Nancy Dahlstrom
Alaska State House of Representatives
State Capitol, Room 108

Juneau, AK 99801 ]

RE: HB 270

|
Dear Representative Dahlstrom,  t

|
1would like to thank you for sponsoring HB 270 "an Act relating to the licensure of
pharmacists.”" 1have been a registered pharmacist in the State of Alaska for over 30
years and currently serve on the Aldska Board of Pharmacy. As the pharmacy statutes
now stand, the Board does not have the authority to deny a license. Therefore, the board
might be compelled to issue licensed lo individuals with criminal and objectionable
backgrounds (including felony drug convictions, felony weapons convictions, drug abuse,
etc.). Your bill would allow the Board to refuse to license an applicant for the same
reason that it may impose disciplinary sanctions. Giving the Board of Pharmacy this
authority is necessary for the Board_[tto protect the health and safety of the public.

Thank you again for your support, ;

Margaret D. Soden, RPh
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SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT
DATE: 5/10/03 FURTHER: Labor and Commerce

DATE TURNED
IN TO OFFICE..

Health, Education and Social Services Committee considered HOUSE BILL NO. 270
HB 270 PHARMACIST LICENSING

'‘An Act relating to the licensure of pharmacists; and providing for an effective date.

and recommends: Senate Bill:
[ ] same title
be replaced with [ ] new title
House Bill:
adopt previous [ 1 same title
[ j technical title
attached amendment(s) [ ] new: SCR tt_
adopt Letter of Intent by Committee
further referral to Committee
NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):
Department Fiscal Department Fiscal

] APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note

SIGNATURES AND RECOMMENDATIONS: Amend

Chair:



