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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - TIRST SESSION

Itt THE SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

Offered: 5/7/03 
Referred: Finance

Sponsor(s): SENATOR DYSON

23-LS0542VS

CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 10(HES)

A RESOLUTION

1 Establishing the Joint Legislative Charter School Task Force.

2 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 \VI IEREAS Alaskans clearly belies c in the value of quality education; and

4 WHEREAS school districts in Alaska and local school boards have implemented

5 innovations and programs that demonstrate a commitment to excellence in education,

6 including charter schools, district correspondence programs, boarding school programs, and

7 quality schools/quality students; and

8 WHEREAS the legislature has acted to rejuvenate Alaska public education by passing

9 legislation to implement standardized testing and other accountability measures; and

10 WHEREAS the legislature has provided for orderly, safe, disciplined, classroom

11 learning environments by mandating that each community establish and maintain its own

12 student behavior standards that, at a minimum, require respect and honesty; and

13 WHEREAS Alaskans ha\c spent $6,152,800,833 on public K-12 education over the

14 past five years (fiscal year 199X through fiscal year 2002), averaging SI0,083 a student in

15 fiscal year 2002; on top of this expenditure. Alaskans have spent liberally to build school

lb buildings and pay debt service, and

SCH0101J - I .  CSSCR lO(HES)
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W HEREAS the No Child Left Behind Act o f 2001 makes unprecedented demands on 

states and local school districts to raise academic achievement and to take direct action to 

improve poorly performing schools involving increased public school choice including 

charter schools;

BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature establishes the Joint Legislative 

Charter School Task Force to review Alaska statutes related to charter schools and other 

alternative public schools regarciing the establishment, organization, operation, and funding of 

alternative schools; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the duties of the task force include

(1) recommending improvements or additions to the laws regulating charter

schools;

(2) researching ways to improve charter schools or how charter schools can 

develop tools to meet requirements imposed under the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 

2001;

(3) examining issues related to how charter schools meet the requirement o f a 

school tenn imposed under AS 14.03.030; and

(4) taking public comments on charter schools and on ways to improve charter 

schools; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall be composed of eight members as 

follows:

(1) four members o f the legislature, o f which two members shall be from the 

senate appointed by the president of the senate and two members shall be from the house of 

representatives appointed by the speaker of the house o f representatives; . . , „ _ i t
W  ,  L  0 0 4 -  o ?  W t i i c h  d

(2)^Jmc imcmbcrappoimcd by .he r

(3) one member appointed by the Association of Alaska School Boards; p<~,f)C\p.z 1
I

(4) the chair and secretary' of the Alaska Charter School Association; and b<; i f  

FURTHER RESOLVED that the president of the senate and the speaker of the house

of representatives shall jointly appoint the chair and vice-chair o f the task force; and be it

FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force may meet during thw session and during 

the interim between sessions and that task force members are entitled to per diem and travel 

expenses; and be it

CSSCU 10(1 IKS) -2- SCR010B
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

Offered: 5/7/03 
Referred: Finance

Sponsor(s): SENATOR DYSON

CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 10(HES)

A RESOLUTION

1 Establishing the Joint Legislative Charter School Task Force.

2 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 WHEREAS Alaskans clcaily believe in the value of quality education; and

4 WHEREAS school districts in Alaska and heal school boards have implemented

5 innovations and programs that demonstrate a commitment to excellence in education,

6 including charter schools, district correspondence programs, boarding school programs, and

7 quality schools/quality students; and

S WHEREAS the legislature has acted to rejuvenate Alaska public education by passing

9 legislation to implement standardized testing and other accountability measures; and

10 WHEREAS the legislature has provided for orderly, safe, disciplined, classroom

11 learning environments by mandating that each community establish and maintain its own
* i I*

12 student behavior standards that, at a minimum, require respect and honesty; and

13 WHEREAS Alaskans have spent S6.152,800.833 on public K-12 education over the

14 past five years (fiscal year 199S through fiscal year 2002), averaging S10.0S3 a student in

15 fiscal year 2002; on top of this expenditure, Alaskans have spent liberally to build school

16 buildings and pay debt service; and

SCK010H *1“ CSSCR lll(IIES)
A W  Test Underlined IL E U T E 3  TEXT BMCKETEV1



C o o  c t t . p l  u a - S  ^

23-LS0542\S

1 W HEREAS the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 makes unprecedented demands on

2 states and local school districts to raise academic achievement and to take direct action to

3 improve poorly performing schools involving increased public school choice including

4 charter schools;

5 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature establishes the Joint Legislative

6 Charter School Task Force to review Alaska statutes related to charter schools and other

7 alternative public schools regarding the establishment, organization, operation, and funding of

8 alternative schools; and be it

9 FURTHER RESOLVED that the duties of the task force include

10 (1) recommending improvements or additions to the laws regulating charter

11 schools;

12 (2) researching ways to improve charter schools or how charter schools can

13 develop tools to meet requirements imposed under the federal No Child Left Behind Act of

14 2001;

15 (3) examining issues related to how charter schools meet the requirement of a

16 school term imposed under AS 14.03.030; and

17 (4) taking public comments on charter schools and on ways to improve charter

18 schools; and be it

19 FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall be composed o f eight members as

20 follows:

21 (1) four members of the legislature, o f which two members shall be from the

22 senate appointed by the president of the senate and two members shall be from the house of

23 representatives appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives;

24 (2) one member appointed by the Governor;

25 (3) one member appointed by the Association o f  Alaska School Boards;

26 fc A *  (4) the chair and secretary o f the Alaska Charter School AssociationHmtFbrit

27 FURTHER RESOLVED that the president of the senate andthe speaker o f the noi&c

28 of representatives shall jointly appoint the chair and vice-chair of the task force; and be it

29 FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force may meet during the session and during

30 the interim between sessions and that task force members are entitled to per diem and travel

3 1 expenses; and be it
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE SENATE HEALTH, EDUCATION AND SOCIAL SERVICES COMMITTEE

Offered: 5/7/03 
Referred: Finance

Sponsor(s): SENATOR DYSON

23-LS0542\S

CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. lO(IIES)

A RESOLUTION

1 Establishing the Join! Legislative Charter School Task Force.

2 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 WHEREAS Alaskans clearly believe in the value of quality education; and

4 WHEREAS school districts in Alaska and local school boards have implemented

5 innovations and programs that demonstrate a commitment to excellence in education,

6 including charter schools, district correspondence programs, boarding school programs, and

7 quality schools/quality students; and

8 WHEREAS the legislature has acted to rejuvenate Alaska public education by passing

9 legislation to implement standardized testing and other accountability measures; and

10 WHEREAS the legislature has provided for orderly, safe, disciplined, classroom

11 learning environments by mandating that each community establish and maintain its own

12 student behavior standards that, at a minimum, require respect and honesty; and

13 WHEREAS Alaskans have spent $6,152,800,833 on public K-12 education over the

14 past five years (fiscal year 1998 through fiscal year 2002), averaging SI0,083 a student in

15 fiscal year 2002; on top of this expenditure. Alaskans have spent liberally to build school

16 buildings and pay debt service; and
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1 WHEREAS the No Child Left Behind Act of 2001 makes unprecedented demands on

2 states and local school districts to raise academic achievement and to take direct action to

3 improve poorly performing schools involving increased public school choice including

4 charter schools;

5 BE IT RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature establishes the Joint Legislative

6 Charter School Task Force to review Alaska statutes related to charter schools and other

7 alternative public schools regarding the establishment, organization, operation, and funding of

8 alternative schools; and be it

9 FURTHER RESOLVED that the duties of the task force include

10 (1) recommending improvements or additions to the laws regulating charter

11 schools;

12 (2) researching ways to improve charter schools or how charter schools can

13 develop tools to meet requirements imposed under the federal No Child Left Behind Act of

14 2001;

15 (3) examining issues related to how charter schools meet the requirement of a

16 school term imposed under AS 14.03.030; and

17 (4) taking public comments on charter schools and on ways to improve charter

1S schools; and be it

19 FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall be composed of eight members as

20 follows;

21 (1) four members of the legislature, of which two members shall be from the —■—

22 senate appointed bv the president of the senate and two members shall be from the house of Qf>
 ___

23 representatives appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives;

23-LS0542\S

24 (2) one member appointed by the Governor; rf\fly

25 (3) one member appointed by the Association of Alaska School Boards; n

26 (4) the chair and secretary of the Alaska Charter School Association; and be it

27 FURTHER RESOLVED that the president of the senate and the speaker of the house

28 of representatives shall jointly appoint the chair and vice-chair of the task force; and be it 0̂ "

29 FURTHER RESOLVED that the task force may meet during the session and during

30 the interim between sessions and that task force members arc entitled to per diem and travel

31 expenses; and be it
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Attention: 3
Of Senato r______________ s office
RE: ( L A  I C ( F / » )
Date: /fy>, ■ zLi/ c- ? Time: a ■ J C ') ''/

The attached Senate Finance CS 
incorporates the amendment(s) your boss 
sponsored. Please review and approve so 
the bill can be forwarded to the Senate 
Secretary.

The CS is your copy. $

Thanks.
Senate Finance Secretary 
Mindy #4935

Approved:

Robin #2618.

( p l d l S C  m i u i i i /

Return ASAP
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CS FOR SENATE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 10(FIN)

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY THE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR DYSON

A RESOLUTION 

Establishing the Joint Legislative Charter School Task Force.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

WHEREAS Alaskans clearly believe in the value of quality education; and 

WHEREAS school districts in Alaska and local school boards have implemented 

innovations and programs that demonstrate a commitment to excellence in education, 

including charter schools, district correspondence programs, boarding school programs, and 

quality schools/quality students; and

WHEREAS the legislature has acted to rejuvenate Alaska public education by passing 

legislation to implement standardized testing and other accountability measures; and

WHEREAS the legislature has provided for orderly, safe, disciplined, classroom 

learning environments by mandating that each community establish and maintain its own 

student behavior standards that, at a minimum, require respect and honesty; and

WHEREAS Alaskans have spent $6,152,800,833 on public K-12 education over the 

past five years (fiscal year 1998 through fiscal year 2002), averaging S10.0S3 a student in 

fiscal year 2002; on ton of this expenditure, Alaskans have spent liberally to build school 

buildings and pay debt service; and
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W HEREAS the No Child Left Behind Ac: j f 2001 makes unprecedented demands on 

states and local school districts to raise academic achievement and to take direct action to 

improve poorly performing schools involving increased public school choice including 

charter schools;

BE IT  RESOLVED that the Alaska State Legislature establishes the Joint Legislative 

Charter School Task Force to review Alaska statutes related to charter schools and other 

alternative public schools regarding the establishment, organization, operation, and funding of 

alternative schools; and be it

FU RTH ER RESOLVED that the duties of the task force include

(1) recommending improvements oi additions to the laws regulating charter

schools;

(2) researching ways to improve charter schools or how charter schools can 

develop tools to meet requirements imposed under the federal No Child Left Behind Act of 

2001;

(3) examining issues related to how charter schools meet the requirement of a 

school term imposed under AS 14.03.030; and

(4) taking public comments on charter schools and on ways to improve charter 

schools; and be it

FU RTH ER RESOLVED that the task force shall be composed of nine members as 

follows:

(1) four members of the legislature, of which two members shall be from the 

senate appointed by the president of the senate and two members shall be from the house of 

representatives appointed by the speaker of the house of representatives;

(2) two members appointed by the Governor, one of which is a school 

administrator, superintendent, or principal;

(3) one member appointed by the Association of Alaska School Boards;

(4) the chair and secretary of the Alaska Charter School Association: and be it 

FU R TH ER  RESOLVED that the president of the senate and the speaker of the house

of representatives shall jointly appoint the chair and vice-chair o f the task force; and be it

FU RTH ER RESOLVED that the task force may meet during the session and dunng 

the interim between sessions and that task force members are entitled to per diem and travel

23-LS0542\U
i
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1 expenses; and be it

0 FU RTHER RESOLVED that the task force shall submit a report of its findings and

3 proposed legislative changes to the legislature by March 1, 2004, and may make any interim

4 reports it considers advisable; and be it

5 FU RTHER RESOLVED that the task force is terminated at 11:59 p.m. on May 15.

6 2004.

23-LS0542\U
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S e n a t o r  F r e d  D y s o n

SCR 1 0

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

"A  R e s o l u t i o n  E s t a b l i s h i n g  t h e  J o i n t  L e g i s l a t i v e  C h a r t e r  S c h o o l  T a s k  
F o r c e . "

Updated: A p ril 17, 2003
Contact: Senator Fred Dyson's o ffice a t (907) 465-2199

There are a few principles that are accepted in our society to be universal. Virtually all Alaskans 
agree completely that a quality education is one of the greatest gifts we can possibly give our 
children, our State, and ourselves. A quality education includes, at a minimum, adequate reading, 
computing, and writing skills. All Alaskans would be utterly delighted if we produced students 
with the highest National Assessment of Education Progress (NAEP) scores, or the highest 
Scholastic Aptitude Test (SAT) scores, or the highest score on any other national or international 
evaluation in the Nation.

It is clear that we must carefully re-evaluate the way we are currently doing business if we hope 
to, among other things, produce results that meet the minimum legal standards that have been 
laid down by the No Child Left Behind Act (NCLB).

Charter schools will be one part of Alaska's education future. They can provide new options for 
increased public school choice required for failing and at-risk schools. Charter schools may also 
be designed to provide supplemental services and alternative school governance, both of which 
are required by NCLB if schools continue to fail.

SCR 10 establishes a task force tasked to make legislative suggestions on how to improve our 
weak charter school law. The resolution is written to emphasize the need to consider 
recommendations for charter school laws in the context of the potential role charter schools can 
play in continued successful education reform.
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