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F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):________
Title  F i s h in g  L i c e n s e s  fo r  Y u k o n  R e s i d e n t s

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
(S ) Publish Date:

D e p t .  A f fe c te d :  
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1

MAY 8 2003

S B  5 6

5 /1 /0 3

F i s h  a n d  G a m e
A d m in is t r a t io n

C o m p o n e n t  A d m in i s t r a t i o n
S p o n s o r
R e q u e s t e r

S e n a t o r  D y s o n
R e s o u r c e s ,  F i n a n c e

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s

C o m p o n e n t  No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

4 7 9

N o te :  A m o u n t s  d o  n o t  in c lu d e  infla tion  u n l e s s  o t h e r w i s e  n o t e d  b e lo w .

O P E R A T I N G  E X P E N D I T U R E S F Y  2 0 0 4 F Y  2 0 0 5 FY 2 0 0 6 FY 2 0 0 7 FY 2 0 0 8 FY 2 0 0 9

P e r s o n a l  S e r v i c e s
T  rave l
C o n t r a c tu a l
S u p p l i e s
E q u ip m e n t
L a n d  & S t r u c tu r e s
G r a n t s  «  C la im s
M i s c e l l a n e o u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T I N G 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

C A P IT A L  E X P E N D I T U R E S  - I I  I I

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( 1 0 2 4  ) (46 .0 ) (4 6 .0 ) ( 4 6 . 0 ) |  (4 6 .0 ) (4 6 .0 ) (46 .0 )

F U N D  S O U R C E ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o lla rs )
1 0 0 2  F e d e r a l  R e c e i p t s
1 0 0 3  G F  M a tch
1 0 0 4  G F

1 0 0 5  G F / P r o g r a m  R e c e i p t s
1 0 3 7  G F /M e n ta l  H e a l t h

O t h e r  (Specify T y p e -D o  not abbreviate)
T O T A L 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

E s t i m a t e  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  ( F Y 2 0 0 3 )  c o s t :  0 . 0
M a rk  t h i s  b o x  (X) if  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h i s  bill  i s  I n c l u d e d  in  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  FY 2 0 0 4  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l :  

P O S I T I O N S
Full- t im e
P a r t - t im e
T e m p o r a r y .............. 1

A N A L Y S IS :  (A ttach a sep a ra te  p a g e  it n ecessa ry )

Fiscal note reflects estimated change in revenues to the Fish and Game Fund from revenues that were 
received from license sales to Yukon Territory residents in 2002.

It is difficult to predict numbers of license sales as the 2002 numbers likely reflect multiple sales of short 
term (one day, three day, etc) licenses to the same individuals. This number may offset a potential 
increase in the number of annual participants with the passage of SB 56. Also, king salmon tag sales are 
not tracked by licensee. Revenue projections are based on an estimate that 50% of licensees also 
purchase a king tag.

Prepared by: Kevin Brooks, Director____________________________________  Phone 465-5999
Division Administration Date/Time 4/28/03 1:54 PM
Approved by: Commissioner Kevin Duffy Date 4/28/2003
Agency Department of Fish and Game___________
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY SENATOR DYSON

Introduced: 2/3/03 
Referred: Resources, Finance

23-LS0450VA

SENATE BILL NO. 56

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED  

"An Act relating to sport fishing license fees and anadromous king salmon tag fees for 

residents of Yukon, Canada."

BE IT ENACT’”  BY THE LEGISLATURE OF TH E STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 16.05.340 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(h) If  the commissioner determines that residents o f the state are entitled to 

obtain licenses for sport fishing, including sport fishing for anadromous king salmon, 

in Yukon, Canada, for the same fees that are charged to residents o f  Yukon for 

comparable sport fishing licenses, the com missioner may adopt regulations 

authorizing residents o f Yukc n to receive

(1) nonresident annual sport fishing licenses for the fee charged to 

residents under (a) o f this section for a resident sport fishing license; and

(2) nonresident anadromous king salmon annual tags for the fee 

charged to residents under (a) o f this section for a resident anadromous king salmon 

tag.

C0 2 J2 . *5<2.0 . | o '?  b u l  " te b L

i<Y>*v>g.drcfYte,ti\.
SB0056A -1- SB 56New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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IN TH E LEGISLA TU RE OF THE STATE O F ALASKA

TW ENTY -THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIR ST SESSION

BY THE SENATE FINANCE COM M ITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR DYSON

A BILL  

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED  

"An Act relating to sport Ashing license fees and anadrom ous king salm on tag fees for 

residents o f Yukon, Canada; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY TH E LEGISLATURE OF THE STA TE OF ALASK A:

* Section 1. AS 16.05.340 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

(h) If the com m issioner determines that residents o f the state are entitled to 

obtain licenses for sport fishing, including sport fishing for anadrom ous king salmon, 

in Yukon, Canada, for the same fees that are charged to residents of Yukon for 

comparable sport Fishing licenses, the com m issioner may adopt regulations 

authorizing residents of Yukon to receive

(1) nonresident annual sport fishing licenses for the fee charged to 

residents under (a) o f this section for a resident sport fishing license; and

(2) nonresident anadromous king salm on annual tags for the fee 

charged to residents under (a) o f this section for a resident anadrom ous king salmon 

tag.

CS FO R SENATE BILL NO. 56(FIN)

I

-1- CSSB 56(FIN)
New Text: Underlined [DELATED TEXT BRACKETED]
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* Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c). j * ^ r ^

CSSB 56(FIN) -2-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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S e n a t o r  F r e d  D y s o n

S B 5 6

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

"A n  A c t  r e la t in g  t o  F is h in g  L ic e n s e s  f o r  Y u k o n  R e s id e n ts "
Updated: April 7, 2003
Contact: Senator Fred Dyson's office a t (907) 465-2199

The Yukon Territory and its residents have a great deal in common with Alaska and 
Alaskans. SB 56 extends a small, but important, gesture of good will to our closest 
neighbor. Yukoners have no coast on the Pacific Ocean and several hundred of them uuy 
Alaska Fishing Licenses each year to fish in Alaskan salt waters. They spend thousands of 
dollars in our local economies on their fishing expeditions

When Representative John Harris and former Senator Phillips introduced similar legislation 
in April of 2000, the Yukon Legislative Assembly immediately passed laws that will give 
reciprocity to Alaskans. They not only give us resident fishing license rates for the fresh 
water fish that are under territorial jurisdictions, but they have worked through an 
agreement with their Federal Department of Oceans and Fish to allow Alaskans to catch 
Salmon in Yukon rivers. Yukon has some wonderful fishing opportunities including in world 
record Lake Trout and Pike.

The people and government of Yukon Territory are going through difficult times with a 
decreasing population now under 30,000 people and a stifled economy. Regardless, they 
are supporting our efforts to build our gas pipeline, connect our railroad to the North 
American RailRoad System, and upgrade the Alaska Highway. This bill is a small but 
significant step to further enhance our good relationship with our Canadian neighbors.

DuringScsslonllanuary-M.lv): Alaska Stale Capllol • luneau, Alaska 99801 ■ (800) 3*12-2199 • (907)'165-2199 • (907) 'I65-'1S87 r.sx 
During Interim (|unc-Deccmber): 10928 Eagle River Road • Eagle River. Alaska 99577 • (907) 694-6683 • (907) 691 I0IS IA; 

Scnalor.rrcd.pyson@l.cgls.slatc.ak.us • sswv.akrcpubllcans.org

mailto:Scnalor.rrcd.pyson@l.cgls.slatc.ak.us


Headquarters:
217 2nd Street, Suite 201 

Juneau, Alaska 99801 
(907) 586-2323 FAX 463-5515

Regional Office:
601 West 5,k Ave., Suite 600 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501 
(907) 278-2722 FAX 278-6643

April 28, 2003

Senator Fred Dyson 

Alaska State Capitol 

Juneau, Alaska

Dear Senator Dyson:

T h e  Alaska State C h a m b e r  of Com m e r c e ,  representing approximately 700 m e m b e r  businesses and 

35 local chambers of commerce, supports Senate Bill 56, sport fishing fees for Y u k o n  residents.

Senate Bill 56 will allow residents of the Y u k o n  Territory to purchase fishing licenses at the in-state 

rate, in order to encourage them to visit Alaska. T h e  Y u k o n  Territory has no Pacific coastline, and 

w e  believe it is eminently fair and reasonable to extend to its residents the less-expensive alternative 

of purchasing a fishing license as Alaskans themselves can do. Moreover, it is clearly an excellent 

opportunity to send a message of friendship and cooperation to this part of Canada. T h e  Y u k o n  

Legislative Assembly has already acted to extend the benefits of fishing licenses enjoyed by locals 

to Alaskans, and the spirit of reciprocity calls for us to do the same.

W e  wish you the success in securing passage of S B  56 by the State Legislature this year, and w e  

stand ready to assist you in this endeavor.

Sincerely,

Pamela L a  Bolle 

President
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YUKON/ALASKA SPORT FISHING LICENSE FEE RECIPROCITY

ISSUE: What it the status of Yukon/Aieska Sport Fishing License Fee Redprodty?

GENERAL RESPONSE:

•  a  licenae foe bll to implement a reciprocal fee arrangement was passed by the Alaska House of 
Representatives by a 29 to 1 wofe In April 2000 but it ''died* at the end erf the Legislative Session in 
May, 2000 while still being oonekJered by the Senate Finance Committee. Senator PhiMp6, who 
sponsored the original bR, indicated he was prepared to reintroduce the measure when an 
appropriate money bll was available but has not yet dona so.

•  The Department of Environment has proceeded with the necessary regulation changes to the 
Yukon Tarrttory Fishery Regulations to allow for redprodty when an Alaska bill Is passed. Passage 
of the regulations is expected in Jtiy 2003.

MORE DETAILED RESPONSE:

• A proposed amendment to the Federal Yukon Territory Fishery Regulstions to consider Alaskan 
residents as Yukon residents for license fee purposes was supported by the public during the 
2001/02 regulation review process and recommended by the Fish and WRdfife Management Board. 
This regulation change!* being processed through the federal regulation process but will only take 
effect when Alaaka peases parallel legislation.

• Linder the proposed redprodty arrangement and current fee structure Yukon residents would pay 
$15.00 U.S. for an Alaskan Bcanee and Alaska residents would pay $15.00 Canadian for a Yukon 
license. The revenue implications of such an arrangement would be ne^igfole for both Yukon and 
Alaska but the public relations benefit would be very significant

BACKGROUND:

■ In 1098, non-resident Alaska sport fishing license fees doubled from $50.00 U.S. to $100.00 U.S. 
The Alaska resident Boense fee b $15.00 U.S.

t

• The Yukon non-resident fee b $35.00 Canadian (or about $25.00 U.S.). The Yukon resident license 
fee b $15.00 Canadian.

■ About 2000 Yukon residents buy Alaska licenses and about 800-700 Alaska residents buy Yukon 
licenses annuelty.
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