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H e a l t h ,  E d u c a t i o n ,  a n d  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s  C o m m i t t e e

Alaska State Senate

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  
SB 3 8 3 — “ A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  t h e  A l a s k a  c h i l d r e n ' s  t r u s t  g r a n t  a w a r d s .  "

The Alaska Children's Trust Board awards grants to community-based programs and projects diat 
aim to prevent child abuse and neglect. Recipients o f diese grants must certify financial feasibility 
and demonstrate a plan for effective intervention. The Board measures these grantees according to 
their goals. To modify the parameters o f tins grant program, the Alaska Children’s Trustees have 
developed SB 383.

SB 383 removes the $50,000 cap on maximum annual grant awards. This provides more flexibility to 
in determining grant amounts, and prepares the program for an anticipated increase in federal 
funding.

SB 383 also refines die funding formula in diese awards, as depicted in die following table.

G ra n t  v e a r P re v io u s  fu n d in g  a m o u n t N e w  fu n d in g  a m o u n t
1 up to 75% o f die program costs up to 75% of die program costs
2 up to 75% o f die program costs up to 50% of the program costs
3 up to 50% of die program costs up to 25% of die program costs
4 up to 50% o f the program costs up to 25% o f the program costs

Subsequent up to 25% of the program costs

In addition to creating a 4-ycar limit on grant awards, SB 383 requires the grant recipient to include a 
plan for self-sustainability. The Trustees also seek the enforce grant reductions upon programs diat 
do not accomplish their objectives.

These funding reductions allow the Alaska Children’s Trust Board to emphasize that tiicsc grants arc 
awarded as start-up funds. These changes will not be implemented immediately; the Board will work 
with grantees to transition into the new funding structure.
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ALASKA
CHILDREN'S
T R U S T

Working In 
partnership with 
communities to 
prevent chllil 
abuse and 
neglect.

A l a s k a  C h i l d r e n ' s  T r u s t  
S u m m a r y  o f  FY 2 0 0 4  G r a n t  A w a r d s

I n  p a r t n e r s h i p  w i t h  t h e  
A l a s k a  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  T r u s t  A u t h o r i t y

C o n t i n u i n g  G r a n t e e s

O rg an iza tio n : 
P ro jec t N am e: 
C o m m u n ity :

Alaska Legal Services Corporation
Children At-Risk
Anchorage

A C T /  A M H T A  G ra n t A w ard : $18,000

The Children At-Risk project will em power parents and children facing domestic violence to use the 
legal system to increase family safety, stability and self-sufficiency. The project will also coordinate 
with other family support providers to give parents and children access to a seamless continuum 
of holistic services.

♦

O rg a n iza tio n : Bartlett Regional Hospital
P ro jec t N am e: Fathers Project
C o m m u n ity : Juneau
A C T G ra n t A w ard : $6,688

The Fathers Project will provide a pre- and postnatal support group for new fathers, as well as 
education to health care providers about the importance of fathers and ways to encourage their 
involvement.

♦

O rg a n iza tio n : Center for Communi ty
P ro ject N am e: Teach Your Children Well
C o m m u n ity : Sitka
A C T G ra n t A w ard : $20,000

Teach Your Children Well is a parent support program featuring a radio program on parent and 
child health. Additional services include prenatal classes, newborn home visits, parenting classes, 
and a parent-child playgroup.

♦
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O rg a n iz a tio n : C ity  o f Saxman
P ro jec t N am e: Saxman Y ou th  B reakfast and  H om ew o rk  C lu b
C o m m u n ity : Saxman
A C T  G ra n t A w ard : $15,000

The Saxm an Y ou th  B reak fas t and  H om ew o rk  C lu b  is a u n iq u e  p rog ram  tha t o ffers Saxman yo u th  a 
n u t r i t io u s  m o rn in g  sn ack  p r io r to bo a rd in g  the schoo l bus . Y ou th  are encou raged  to part ic ipa te  in 
a v a r ie ty  o f a c t iv i t ie s  and  d is c u s s io n s  that teach them the s k i l l s  to h and le  con f l ic ts and  b u i ld  
con f idence . In  add i t io n , y o u th  rece ive after school ass is tance w i th  schoo l pro jects a n d  hom ework . 
P aren t vo lu n te e rs , a yo u th  l ia ison  and  a loca l socia l w o rk e r  s ta f f  the c lub .

♦

O rg a n iz a tio n : Covenan t H ouse  A la ska
P ro jec t N am e : Pro ject N u r tu r e
C o m m u n ity : Ancho rage
A C T  G ra n t A w ard : $7,000

Passage  H ou se  is a re s id en t ia l fa c i l i ty  fo r s ing le  p regnan t and  p a ren t ing  w om en  ages 16 to 20. The 
A C T  fu n d s  Project Nurture, an aftercare p rog ram  that p ro v id e s  home v is i t in g  and  suppo r t iv e  
se rv ice s  o ve r  the 12-month pe r iod  fo l lo w in g  d ischa rge  from  Passage House . AC T  fu n d s  w i l l  
s u p p o r t  a Y oung  M o th e r s  Em pow e rm en t Conference/Retreat fo r a l l  re s iden ts an d  g rad ua te s  o f 
Passage  House .

♦

O rg a n iz a tio n : Fa irb an k s  C oun se l in g  and A dop t io n
P ro jec t N am e: Respon s ib le  Fa thers
C o m m u n ity : Fa irb ank s
A C T  G ra n t  A w ard : $4,999

Respon s ib le  Fa the rs is a two-phase p rog ram  to he lp  teen fa thers increase in vo lv em en t  w i th , and  
re sp on s ib i l i ty  for, the ir ch i ld ren . The in te rac t ive  componen ts in c lu d e  s u p e r v is e d  p lay t im e , teen 
pa ren t m ed ia t io n  se rv ices , w o r k  exchange for baby  items, and  pa ren t ing  educa t ion . O u treach  w i l l  
be  to a l l teens b u t  w i l l  ta rge t teen fa thers in  the Fa irbank s Y ou th  Fac i l i ty , n ew  rec ru its  a t Ft. 
W a in w r ig h t  A rm y  base and  sen io r h igh  classes.

♦

O rg a n iz a tio n : Fa irb ank s  Resource Agency
P ro jec t N am e: Suppo r ted  Paren t ing
C o m m u n ity : Fa irb ank s
A C T  /  A M H T A  G ra n t A w ard : $5,669

Supported Parenting is a hands-on paren t educa t ion  p rog ram  de s ig n ed  fo r paren ts w i th  
d e ve lo pm en ta l d i s a b i l i t ie s  o r o the r l im ita t ion s , w h ich  p re ven t them from  bene f i t ing  from  
trad i t io n a l pa ren t e duca t ion . The pro ject ha s d e ve lo p ed  a s k i l l- b u i ld in g  fo rm at that a cknow ledge s  
the persona l le a rn in g  s ty le s  a n d  c u l tu r a l  d iv e r s i t ie s  o f th is "a t r isk"  g ro up  of in d iv id u a ls .  C h i ld ca re  
is o f fe red  on-site to p ro v id e  oppo r tun it ie s  for parents to practice c la ss s k i l l s  w h i le  in te rac t ing  w i th  
the ir ch i ld ren . Hom e v is i t s  are a lso  o ffe red to suppo r t  ongo ing  app l ica t ion  of sk i l l s .
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O rg a n iza tio n : H om er C h i ld re n 's  Serv ices Inc.
P ro jec t N am e: The B irth 2 Three  Pro ject
C o m m u n ity : H om er
A C T  G ra n t A w ard : $7,353

The B ir th  2 Three p ro jec t is a u n iv e r s a l  access p rena ta l and  e a r ly  ch i ld h oo d  fam i ly  educa t ion  and  
su pp o r t  p ro g ram  for fam il ie s . The A C T  fu n d e d  p ro ject suppo r ts  m on th ly  pre and  postnata l home 
v is i t s  to fam i l ie s  to re in fo rce fam il ie s ' e f fo r ts  to g iv e  in fan ts a n d  to d d le r s  the ir be s t poss ib le  s ta r t  in 
life.

♦

O rg a n iza tio n : Hoonah  C i ty  Schoo ls
P ro jec t N am e: Paren ts A s  Teachers
C o m m u n ity : Hoonah
A C T  G ra n t A w ard : $20,000

Th is  p ro ject w i l l  p ro v id e  p r im a ry  p re ven t ion  se rv ice s to en su re  ch i ld ren  rece ive  the hea lth ie s t s ta r t 
in life . P a ren t in g  e d u ca t io n  and  su pp o r t  w i l l  be  o ffe red in  prena ta l and  po s tpa r tum  persona l home 
v is i t s , e n cou ra g in g  b rea s t  fe ed in g  as an a t tachmen t behav io r . A d d i t io n a l l y  ass is tance w i l l  be 
p ro v id e d  to a l l  fam i l ie s  seek ing  D ena l i  K idC a re  hea lth  bene f its .

♦

O rg a n iza tio n : Juneau F am i ly  B ir th Center
P ro jec t N am e: Y oun g  F am i l ie s  P rog ram
C o m m u n ity : Juneau
A C T  G ra n t A w ard : $14,019

The Y oung  F am i l ie s  P rog ram  is b a sed  on a ho l is t ic  and a ttachment-based approach to the 
p reven t ion  o f  c h i ld  a bu se  and  neg lec t . The p rog ram  suppo r ts  teen fam i l ie s  th roughou t p regnancy 
and  the p a ren t in g  exper ience  w i th  a com b ina t ion  o f p regnancy  an d  paren t ing  educa t ion , la bo r and  
b ir th  suppo r t ,  home-based suppo r t , m en to r in g  and  c om m un i ty  resource/referra l serv ices .

♦

O rg a n iza tio n : REACH , Inc.
P ro jec t N am e: F am i ly  Suppo r t P ro ject
C o m m u n ity : Juneau
A C T /A M H T A  G ra n t  A w ard : $18,650

The F am i ly  S uppo r t  Pro ject w i l l  p ro v id e  behav io ra l and  in fan t m en ta l hea lth  t ra in ing and 
con su lta t io n  to s ta f f  o f the REACH  In fa n t  Lea rn ing  P rogram , H ea l th y  Fam il ie s  Juneau, South East 
Reg iona l R esource  Center, E ven  S tart and T ling it-F Ia ida H ead  S tart home v is i t in g  programs.

♦
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O rg a n iza tio n : R esource C en ter for P aren ts  an d  C h ild ren  (RCPC)
P ro jec t N am e: C o m m u n ity  O u treach  V ideo Project
C o m m u n ity : F a irb an k s an d  N o rth e rn  A laska
A C T G ra n t A w ard : $30,000

R CPC  w ill con tinue to d ev e lo p  an d  p ro d u ce  a series of th ree  p a ren tin g  v ideos re levan t to ru ral 
v illages a n a  sm all co m m u n itie s  sca tte red  th ro u g h o u t N o rth e rn  A laska as w ell as A laska N atives 
liv ing  in the F airbanks area . T hese v ideos will featu re  A thabascan  fam ilies w ith  a focus on  
p ro m o tin g  cu ltu ra lly  respectfu l an d  ap p ro p ria te  p a ren tin g  skills.

♦

O rg a n iza tio n : Safe & Fear-Free E nv ironm ent, Inc. (S.A.F.E.)
P ro jec t N am e: SAFE for LIFE
C o m m u n ity : D illingham
A C T /A M H T A  G ra n t A w ard : $14,976

T he SAFE for LIFE p ro g ram  is an  in teg ra ted  an d  co m p reh en siv e  ap p ro ach  to p ro v id in g  ch ild ren  
an d  their fam ilies th e  tools an d  in fo rm ation  necessary  to  p re v e n t dom estic  violence, child  abuse 
and  o th e r p ro b lem s re la ted  to fam ily  violence. This g ra n t su p p o rts  a  C hild  A dvocate an d  a 
C h ild ren 's  Services C o o rd in a to r for the SAFE For Life p ro g ram .

♦

O rg a n iza tio n : SeaV iew  C o m m u n ity  Services
P ro jec t N am e: Incest A w areness C am paign
C o m m u n ity : S ew ard
A C T G ra n t A w ard : $18,381

T he Incest A w aren ess  C am p aig n  is a m u ltifaceted  ap p ro ach  em p lo y in g  education , p reven tion  and 
early  in te rv en tio n  s tra teg ie s  to ra ise aw aren ess  ab o u t ab u se  in  fam ilies. Specific cu rricu lu m  
p resen ted  by tra in ed  staff an d  v o lu n teers  on  incest, bu lly ing , violence, and  abuse p ro v id es 
assistance to p aren ts , y o u th , hea lth -care p rov iders , an d  ed u ca to rs  in creating  hea lthy  fam ily 
en v iro n m en ts .

♦

O rg an iza tio n : S u tto n  E lem entary  School
P ro jec t N am e: T he Eagles N est T ransitional P reschool
C o m m u n ity : S u tto n
A C T G ra n t A w ard : $21,913

T he E agle 's N est is a fam ily  resource cen te r located a t the S u tto n  E lem entary  School. Early 
in terv en tio n  an d  p a ren ta l in v o lv em en t is the focus. T he A C T fu n d ed  project funds a u n ique 
transitional p reschool th a t sh ares  its learn in g  en v iro n m en t w ith  the k in d erg arten  class at the 
school.

♦
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O rg a n iz a tio n : T alkeetna E lem en tary  School
P ro jec t N am e: Early C h ild h o o d  In itia tive
C o m m u n ity : T alkeetna
A C T  G ra n t A w ard : $30,000

T he E arly C h ild h o o d  In itia tive  a t the  T alk ee tn a  E lem en tary  School is a com prehensive  early  
ch ild h o o d  p ro g ram  p ro v id in g  eq u a l access to all y o u n g  ch ild ren . Services a re  desig n ed  to targe t 
"a t-risk "  ch ild ren  an d  their fam ilies. P are n ts  w ill receive s u p p o r t  th ro u g h  hom e-visits, p a ren tin g  
classes, an d  spec ia l activ ities focusing  on D ads. T he ch ild ren  w ill gain  im p o rtan t read iness skills 
for en te rin g  K in d erg arten .

♦

O rg a n iz a tio n : T u n d ra  W o m en 's  C oalition  (TWC)
P ro jec t N am e: C h ild ren 's  P ro g ram
C o m m u n ity : Bethel and  s u rro u n d in g  villages
A C T  G ra n t A w ard : $30,000

T W C 's C h ild ren 's  P ro g ram  p ro v id es  after-school g ro u p s  to a t-risk  K-6 g rad e  children, a su p p o r t  
g ro u p  for teen girls, p a ren tin g  session  w ith  sh e lte r residen ts, an d  the T alk ing  A bou t T ouching 
(TAT) child  sexual abuse  p rev en tio n  cu rricu lu m  in Bethel an d  v illage classroom s. The A laska 
C h ild ren 's  T ru s t w ill fu n d  staff s u p p o r t  in  the C h ild ren 's  P ro g ram . Staff w ill be responsib le  for 
ru n n in g  after-school g ro u p s  at TW C, co n d u c tin g  TAT p re sen ta tio n s  in schools, s ta rtin g  a p a ren t 
su p p o r t  g ro u p  an d  tra in in g  to local serv ice p ro v id e rs  on  a new  pro ject called "A  W indow  B etw een 
W orlds."
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Article 03. ALASKA C H IL D R E N 'S  TR U ST

Sec. 37.14.200. Alaska children's trust established.
(a) The Alaska children's trust is established as a separate endowment trust o f die state.
(b) The principal o f the trust consists of

(1) legislative appropriadons to the trust; and
(2) gifts, bequests, and contribudons o f cash or other assets from a person.

(c) The net income o f die trust shall be determined by the commissioner o f revenue in accordance 
with investment accounting principles and in a manner diat preserves the disdncdon between 
principal and income.

Sec. 37.14.210. Powers and dudes o f die commissioner o f revenue.
The commissioner o f  revenue is die treasurer o f the trust and has die power and duty to

(1) act as official custodian o f the cash and investments belonging to die trust by securing 
adequate and safe -ustodial facilities;

(2) receive all items o f cash and investments belonging to die trust;
(3) collect the principal and income from investments owned or acquired by the trust and 

deposit die amounts in separate principal and income accounts for die trust;
(4) invest and reinvest the assets o f die trust as provided in this section and as provided for 

the investment o f funds under AS 14.25.180(c) and AS 37.14.170 ;
(5) exercise die powers o f an owner with respect to die assets o f the trust;
(6) maintain accounting records o f the trust in accordance widi investment accounting 

principles and with distinction between the principal and income accounts o f the trust;
(7) engage an independent firm o f certified public accountants to annually audit the financial 

condition o f  the trust's investments and investment transactions;
(8) enter into and enforce contracts or agreements considered necessary for the investment 

purposes o f the trust;
(9) report to the board the condition and investment performance o f the trust;
(10) do all acts, whether or not expressly audiorizcd, that die commissioner of revenue 

considers necessary or proper in administering the assets of the trust.

Sec. 37.14.220. Administration o f the trust.
The trust shall be administered by the Alaska Children's Trust Board.

Sec. 37.14.225. Trust board established.
'I’he Alaska Children's Trust Board is established in the Office of the Governor. The board is 
composed o f

(1) the governor or a designee o f the governor;
(2) the comt. dssioncr o f health and social sendees or the commissioner's designee;
(3) the commissioner o f education and early development or the commissioner's designee;

and
(4) four public members appointed by the governor; in appointing the public members, the 

governor shall give a preference to persons who have experience and expertise ill
(A) children's or prevention programs; or
(B) private sector finance.

Sec. 37.14.230. Powers and duties o f  the board.
When acting as administrator o f the trust, the board shall



(1) hold regular and special meetings it considers necessary; the board may hold meetings by 
teleconference;

(2) award grants from the net income o f the trust to community-based programs and 
projects diat the board finds will aid in the prevention o f child abuse and neglect;

(3) monitor approved programs and projects for compliance widi AS 37.14.200 - 37.14.270;
(4) before providing assistance to a program or project, approve written findings on die 

program or project diat include a consideration o f the means o f  measuring die effectiveness o f  die 
program or project;

(5) apply for, and use net income from the trust to obtain, private and federal grants for the 
prevention o f child abuse and neglect;

(6) solicit contributions, gifts, and bequests to die trust;
(7) keep audio tape recordings o f each meeting o f die board to be made available on request;

and
(8) submit to die governor and make available to die legislature by February 1 each year a 

report describing
(A) the cliild abuse and neglect prevention sendees that were provided by the 

programs and projects to which die board awarded grants; and
(B) die annual level o f contributions, income, and expenses o f die trust.

Sec. 37.14.240. Fund utilization.
(a) Except as provided in (d) o f  diis section, the principal o f the trust and any capital gains or losses 
realized on the principal shall be retained perpetually in die trust for investment as specified in AS 
37.14.210, and may not be used for die awarding of grants.
(b) The net income o f the trust may be appropriated only for die following purposes:

(1) die awarding o f  grants;
(2) obtaining private and federal grants for the trust;
(3) soliciting contributions, gifts, and bequests for the trust; and
(4) reimbursement to the Department o f Revenue for die costs of establishing die trust.

(c) Realized net income that has not been appropriated, c r that has been appropriated but not 
expended, shall be invested until appropriated and expended.
(d) Up to $150,000 per year may be appropriated from die principal o f die trust for die 
administrative expenses o f  die board relating to AS 37.14.200 - 37.14.270.

Sec. 37.14.250. Grants.
(a) In awarding grants from die net income o f the trust, the board shall consider the proposals o f a 
qualified applicant only after the applicant has submitted a detailed proposal in the form prescribed 
by die board. The board may not award a grant unless die board makes written findings that

(1) the proposed project, if successful, will help prevent child abuse or neglect;
(2) the application for financial assistance contains an adequate plan for project 

implementation, including bodi financial feasibility and project effectiveness;
(3) the applicant demonstrates diat sufficient technical expertise is available to accomplish 

the objccuves of the proposed program or project; and
(4) the applicant lias identified costs associated with and ancillary to the project, additional 

governmental costs, future obligations generated by the program or project, and necessary operating, 
maintenance, or other support costs for the life o f the program or project.
(b) The board may establish other requirements for the award o f grants under this section if 
necessary to carry out the purpose o f the trust.
(c) The board shall award grants in amounts that



(1) arc appropriate to the conditions o f the applicant and die proposed program or 
project; and

(2) will make the m ost effective use o f the money available.
(d) The amount o f all grants awarded by the board during a 12-mondi period to a single project or 
program may not exceed $50,000. The board may not finance more dian 75 percent o f die cost o f a 
program or project during each o f die first two years for which die program or project receives a 
grant, 50 percent during each o f die third and fourth years, and 25 percent during each year 
thereafter.
(c) A recipient o f a grant may not use more dian 10 percent o f  die grant for administration o f die 
program or project.
(f) To the extent consistent with die terms or conditions o f the grant, a private or federal grant 
awarded to the board shall be distributed in the same manner as provided for grant .’nder this 
section and AS 37.14.260 .

Sec. 37.14.260. Eligibility for grants.
The board may award a grant to an applicant if

(1) the applicant has submitted a proposal that is acceptable to die board; and
(2) programs and projects, if any, o f die applicant that have previously received a grant from 

the board have complied with all requirements o f that assistance and have performed widi sufficient 
success or promise to warrant furdier financial assistance.

Sec. 37.14.270. Definitions.
In AS 37.14.200 - 37.14.270

(1) "board" means die Alaska Children's Trust Board;
(2) "child abuse end neglect" lias the meaning given in AS 47.17.290 ;
(3) "prevention o f child abuse and neglect" includes primary and secondary prevention 

programs; in this paragraph
(A) "primary prevention program" means an educational or training program 

intended to raise the awareness o f and change attitudes concerning child abuse and neglect 
and its prevention;

(B) "secondary prevention program" means a sendee intended to reach high-risk 
groups and to prevent the occurrence or recurrence o f child abuse and neglect;
(4) "trust" means the Alaska children's trust established in AS 37.14.200.
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DEPT. OF HEALTH A N D  SOCIAL SERVICES

OFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

URKOW SKI, G OVERNO R

P.O.BOX 110601 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99811-0601 
PHONE; (907)465-3030 
FAX: (907) 465-3068

D ear Friends o f the Alaska C hildren’s Trust,

Statistics continue to show an unacceptably high rate of child abuse and neglect in Alaska.
In FY ’03 there were a total of 14,308 reports of harm to children recorded by the Department of 
Health and Social Services. O f these reports, 8,497 involved neglect, and 3,258 involved 
physical abuse. In addition, there were 1,303 reports of sexual abuse. Our goal is to 
significantly change these statistics for the better.

To combat these staggering numbers, there are m any community-based programs and 
organizations that are funded annually through Alaska Children’s Trust (ACT), Department of 
Health and Social Services and our partners - the Alaska Mental Health Trust, the Friends of the 
Alaska Children’s Trust and numerous corporate and individual donors. It is through these 
innovative prevention programs that we continue our commitment to protect and improve the 
lives of Alaska’s children.

Today, I’m enclosing a copy of Alaska Children’s T rust’s 2003 Annual Report, “Making A 
Difference with Our Com m itm ent.” Please take a few moments to review it. In 2003, the year- 
end financial statement for ACT totaled $9.6 million in assets, and we look forward to its 
continued growth. It is the annual earnings of the fund that allows the Trustees to award grants.

And, it is the commitment of our individual and corporate donors, state legislators, community 
volunteers, grantees, and social workers that enaoles the Alaska C hildren's Trust to support 
prevention programs to protect and “make a difference” in our children’s lives. I thank each of 
you for your willingness to be part of the solution.

Sincerely,

i T  ■ -

/
Joel Gilbertson 
Commissioner
Alaska Department of Health and Social Services
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Health, Education and Social Services Committee considered SENATE BILL NO. 383

SB 383 CHILDREN'S TRUST GRANTS 

"An Act relating to the Alaska children's trust grant awards."
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adopt previous _

[

CS

CS

attached amendment(s) 
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