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Iior 2%]8 3record the following is a text of my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee on April

Good evening Senator Green and members of the committee. My name is John Cannon, | live at
3101 Whispering Woods Dr, Wasilla. | am strongly opposed to the 2.2 million dollars in
reductions to Community Developmental Disabilities Grants that were in the Governor's budget
and in the opeuting budget recently passed by the house. These cuts are not fair, go too deep
and seriously jeopardize the safely net for many Alaskans with DD. Frankly, these cuts were
hastily arrived at by the new administration after a superficial review of services in our state.
Some of you were in the legislature when our state closed Harborview. The significance of that
event for persons with DD cannot be over stated. With the closing of Harborview. Alaska made a
promise to its citizens with developmental disabilities that never again will any Alaskan, because
of his or her disability, be sent away from their families, their extended families, their friends,
and their home communities. The closing of Haborview meant that Alaskans with

devel ipmental disabilities were finally welcomed into the family of Alaska. It is a shameful and
sad time in Alaskan history when our Governor and our House of Representatives say to citizens
with DD that Alaska is going lo break that promise. It is a disgrace when 1300 Alaskans who are
waiting for needed services are told that the basic safety net of services will no longer be
provided. In recent legislative sessions our State Senators have been the more reasonable voice
of our legislature. With a brand new administration and so many new faces in our House of
Representatives Alaskans with developmental disabilities arc counting on the Senate's
experience and reasonableness, now, more than ever before. These reductions will cause serious
harm lo Alaskans with DD and their families. It's up to you senators to do the right thing. Don't
tum your back on this group of Alaskans. Restore the cuts to the community tid budget. Thank
you.

Siﬂcerel .
John Cannon
376-6063



John & Sharon Cannon
3101 Whispering Woods Dr.
Wasilla, AK 99654
(907)376-6063
"/ deXgicr.no(

April 17, 2003

Senator Lyda Green

State Capitol

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Thank you Kr taking time qut of your incredibly busy schedule last week to return my call.. |
apologlze for not b?lng available When Kou called. The reason 1wanted lo srgaeak with you is
becalSe | am qra\_/e concerned about the current operating buaget reductions to the Community
Developmental Disabilities Grants. As stated in my testimony t0 the Senate Finance Commjttee
on April 15h |_strong|¥ believe that these cuts will Seriously compromise the safety net available
to Alaskans with developmental disabilities and their families. Al IDPIC&'[IOHS are’that these cuts

were arrived at by the new administration after a superficial review, if any, of the Community
Developmental Disabilities services in our state.

M)r, vocation over the last 20 years has been to support Alaskans with Developmental Disabilities
folive successfully in the community. Lhave personally witnessed how these funds have helped
hundreds of ingividuals/families avert crisis and avoid more expensive services sich as those
funded by Medicaid. The Developmental Disabilities community is willing |o take its fair share
of cuts however the Jevel of cuts In the govern?r’s budget and We op,eratmg budoet a‘pproved by
the House are not fair, go too deep and Seriously compromise the existing Safely net for many
Alaskans with developmental disabilities.

Senator Green, it is critically important for you lo know that the 2.2 million reductions to
community developmental granis will jeopardize the health and safety of Alaskans with .
developmental_ disabilities. No where In the state Is the need ?reater jor these services than in
your district. Ofthe 1300 Alaskans presently on the Waitlist for services at least 200 are Mat-Su
fesicents. As Mat-Su looks to the future there may be even tghrﬁa,ter cause for concern, The
Alaska Department of Labor forecasts that the population of Mal-Su will more than likely
Increase to 102.756 by 2018, Based on current and anticipated future need it is likely that the
demand for DD services in the Mat-Su.region will continye to increase substantially:
gprgr?atHSately’ our communily Is growingat a time there IS tremendous pressure to"curb Slate
Ing.

On behalf of Alaskans expenencm? developmental disabilities many of whom are the most
vulnerable and innocent among us T ask your assistance In restormg at least 2.2 million dollars .
back into the Commum&/?DD grants. Even with (shese CUts resg)re If what we have begn told is
accurate there will still B | 1 excess of 2 million dollars reduced from the Community DD grant
BRU. Thank ¥ou for consideri '[hIfS most urgent re uesi foryoursBpg%rt, Should You gave
any. questions Telated to the funding for CommUnity Developniental Disabilities services do not
hesitate to contact me.
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April 23, 2003

Senate Finance Committee
Alaska State Legislature
State Capital Bullding

Room 520
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Dear Honorable Co-Chairs and Senators:

Kawerak, Inc. encoura%es you to support Governor Murkowski's. FY-03 proposed
General Fund budget ot $1.024,900 for the State Subsistence Division.

Quer the years, the Subsistence Division's budget has heen cut to the bone.  The budget
simply cannot be cut any further and the Division remain effective.

Kawerak has worked with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game Subsistence Division
ovel the years to combine resources to develop subsistence data and information.
Through Cooperative efforts, necessary information IS relayed to the department and both
Boards of Fish and Game g they meet their mandates and make decisions, Any further
outs to the Subsistence Division buaget calls into question, the State's ability and interest
In managing resources to meet the stibsistence needs of Alaskans.

Subsistence being the highest priority for fish and game use, it is o_nly_ri?ht that the
division responsible for Com _|||ng silbsistence datd and for providing information to the
State, receives adequate funaing o function.Thank you for Considering our comments.
Respectfully,

KAWERAK, INC.

e o

=

Loretta Bullard
President
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April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Com m ittee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more _m_oner through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in'their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Com m ittee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
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To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Comm ittee
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To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Com m ittee
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Stale Capitol
Juneau, AK

Paul Bryner
626 “N” Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

17 April 2003
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April 15,2003
Dear Senate Finance Committee:

| am still trying to review SB 35 and understand its complexities. One of the
many questions | have is the rent paid to the State of Alaska by the State of
Alaska. For example, The Department of Commerce and Economics has a
proposed rent budget of $794,400. This money is to pay the State rent on
State property. 1 don’t get it. 1wouldn’t pay rent to my hushand so he can
turn it around and give it back to me to give it back to him. | believe this
happens a lot. Please someone explain this procedure in the simplest way.

| would like to see another Guardian Ad Litem placed out here in the Valley
to help with the increasing number of CINA cases and civil cases that the
Valley's one G.A.L. is handling. If we are going to provide legal
representation to children then lets see that we give them the same quality as
you or I'would want from an attorney representing us. 1f not, why bother to
pretend to protect the rights of people who can’t protect themselves.

Ifwe need to trim money then we need to consider pay cuts. If my business
is doing poorly, then I don’t earn much money. If the State is having a hard
time making ends meet then the Governor, Lt. Governor and Commissioners
may need to freeze or reduce their salaries until the State has more money to
pay them. If you want the people of Alaska to reduce their demands for
Detter and more services then we need to see our leadership join us in our
economic struggle.

| thank you for your time and attention with regard to this matter.
Sincerely,

Marci Schmidt

c/o Computer Works
901 Hermon Road, #1
Wasilla, Alaska 99654
907-376-0188 uork
907-357-3618 home
907-376-9065 fax
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Bill History/Action for HB335 22 Legislature Page 1of 2

Bill History/Action Display H

BILL: 1IB 335 SHORT TITLE: APPROP: OPERATING BUDGET/LOANS/FUNDS

BILL VERSION:
Sr DNSOR(S): RLS BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

CURRENT STATUS: (H) FIN STATUS DATE: 01/18/02

TITLE: "A” Acl making appropriations for the operating and loan program expenses of state government, for certain programs, and to capitalize funds; making
appropriations under art. IX, sec. 17(c), Constitution of the State of Alaska, from the constitutional budget reserve fund; and providing for an effective dale."”

Full Text No Fiscal Notes Available

Committee Action with Bill History

Jrn-Date Jm-Page Action

01/18/02 2003 (1) READ THE FIRST TIME\- REFERRALS
01/18/02 2003 (1) FIN \
01/18/02 2003 (H) GOVERNOR'S TRANSMITTAL LETTER
01/18/02 2003 (H) REFERRED TO FINANCE

Simi'arSubject_Match or Exact Subject Match
APPROPRIATIONS

BUDGET
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EXECUTIVE BRANCH
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LEGISLATURE

LOANS

PUBLIC FINANCE

Bill Root: Display Bill Root Next Bill
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that their votes are of little consequence and that many of them
are too senile to fight you anyway. | assure you that large
numbers of us not only havB all our marbles but have even larger
numbers of friends and relatives who also vote and have long
memories!

Aye ou sure, devernor hurkouski, thatY [ fiscal pqlicie s for
Alaska are not [ven bﬁ/ the same I|t mo '[IVSS that drive
our man al mong ese are S] ﬁx cuts .and. other

al adv ntag for the. wealt e special interests while

uts
eq or the ess ortunaEe IS 1ac }/r\g d
If the state’s fi ances ar%lreall so had tk& t belea uered
ub
|

eniors are aske ? sacrifice n ax ch P pro er)e/

%er pt| religion |ts fair share E I’ expense, which
the rest”of llg ust m vm‘ataa é t ﬁ\m ndment,
separation of ¢ urc n ate vidu aris |o ers will not
st rve r lose t { omes | thei murc S fax ? no her
option s a sta ottery. Why no any states alrea 0 this.
Ue are sure.you are reason b e Gov rn N.urkowski d that you
W|Iil reconsnyer your determination t e|m|nat h E% y
Sincerely,
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The Honorable Senator Lyda Green

State Capitol

Juneau, AK
Paul Bryner
626 “N” Street .
Anchorage, AK 99501 deceived
APR 2 2 2003
17 April 2003
Dear Senator Green,
N\ adt meet with you when | came oJuneau everal weeks a o
Tssl% en | am ateacher wit tﬂ] nct]ora itﬁ }/ ?ectg
overtrme to tea ere Cate an entaqg sab éd adut]
are startl to ea romt eve ﬁ I[p Inate t
many Vo ees enero err time 10 e ﬁ enour .
roqtam Lerac uses money Trom { an Services
nrn ant to ﬁ’ memberst coordrnat amost
undre duteer hese undre volunteers In ﬁrn pr]ovr e services for a
t?usanda uhstuﬁensrn need. h|3ﬁ> g(am exem ,an sort 0
urteen that t ovgrnor as calle o[th\ g/kar the uman Services

ning Grant 1S Cut. as has been propos voters Wil recognize that
g te IS takrng ortcuts ané7 %ﬂf F ons usrﬂ% ﬁarmrst (tgm and-
[ torrctoru tITy CUtS it our Stat
aa ,eraﬁ trarn rst most oste ectr uman servrce this st te
g 1de I orevrew ema rlals enc sed Inorcler to
rsr ase Havrn ter te a u atron recluces the
ero epen ant on estat tre uc st crrme duces .
caI cot Incurre b 0e rnca of reading' S me ca Instructions.
one cou ar uet at 6%e are nt asrc state n e rou runn our
voune rpro ram, ard to minimize costs, torcrur In an ppo
thoﬁe an un mrtmernt ta ejesp sst fe ret
om ne rsr rs cut unr ere ucgte a&ultsvull
have no, ternatrve rteracy erson g/ rn 1S 15 a desirable
resﬂenr eop on our stue 0?
ma(nce ee Saw i an rnt&r)rsrve revreYv (nro ess to
restore nging Intull. Thope that the enate Commtte wil Confirm th
WISOom of this decis|
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ALP Fact Sheet
FY 2003

WHO: Anchorage Literacy Project is a private nonprofit community based organization serving the
undereducated and new English language learners for over 27 years. We have a staffof 11.1 and are
governed by a Board of Directors.

WHAT: Mission: Changing Lives Through Literacy

Goals:
tipnaUoals.

ieeds of adult learners 7
iteracy issues

WHERE: Main site is 1345 Rudakof; occupy 11 condo units, over 10,000 sq. fl. of office and classroom
space Other sites are Fairview Recreation Center, Success By 6, Chugach Manor, Senior Citizen Center
and individual homes.

'$OW : Tutor Training Workshops - train 365 new tutors over the pasL5 years |

Volunteer Program: 153 active one-to-one tutors
4 Small Group Tutors
18 Classroom Teachers
14 Tutor trainers
189 Active Instructional Volunteers served 800 adults with 38,000
instmctional hours
53 countries, predominant languages - Spanish, Korean, Laotian, Thai

ie teaching. The remainder is clone by grant funded program
staff.

Multi-Sensory Instruction: 239 adults taught by two staffteachers, nationally recognized program for
beginning level readers

IMPACT Family Literacy Program: served 150 family members, parents and children with
comprehensive literacy and parent education.

Average yearly number of classes offered by ALP, on and off site is 40.

budget: Approximately $500,000

322.000 from federal, state, municipality grants

130.000 from United Way of Anchorage 20% of total

100.000 from contracts, fundraising, individual, group and corporate

contributions

In-kind contributions: $1,177,417 Labor, goods, and services
Total Budget $2,169,417
United Way funds are critical to ALP’s success because they are unrestricted dollars. We pay our
insurance, utility bills, building maintenance and other overhead administrative costs not allowed by grant
funding with United Way dollars. We couldn’t do it3without them.



A nchorage

L iteracy

P roject

Y ear-End Sum mary FY/PY 2002

INDIVIDUAL PROGRAM DATA

AHFC IMPACT MSI MSI-EL Volunteer
Basic Students 2 0 239 0 12
ESL Students 9 150 0 64 786
Total Students 11 150 239 64 198
Total Hours 068 8,404 9655 1116 37961
HOURS

AHFC 668

IMPACT 8,404

MSI 9,655

MSI-EL 1,116

Volunteer 37,961

Total Instructional Hours 57,804

STUDENTS

Basic Students
English Literacy Students 945

Total Students* 1192

* This is an unduplicatcci number of students served by ALP,
many of the students participated in more than one of the
individual programs offered.

241

VOLUNTEERS

One-on-One Tutor 153
Small Group Tutor 4
Class Room Teacher 18
Tutor Trainer 14

Total Instructional Volunteers 189



FY

A nchorage

Program Comparison FY 1995---FY 2002

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM
TUTORING & ON-SITE CLASSES

AHFC

L iteracy

Project

GRANT FUNDED PROGRAMS

ATAP/JOBS

MSl

CDBG

IMPACT

FT PT BASIC ESL TOT HRS TOT STUDS HRS STUDS HRS STUDS HRS STUDS HRS STUDS HRS FAMILY MEM

2002 X X

2001

200C

1999

1998

1997

1996

1995

366

441

423

393

390

396

427

643

360

258

240

159

298

319

12

250

76

124

116

155

786

759

725

557

517

492

37,961

21,880

22,822

22,754

20,696

18,562

22,166

25,274

798

1,009

801

681

633

549

694

746

668

634

713

371

591

1,177

1,653

n

16

20

25

43

53

46

X

1,028

3,366

5,696

5,746

5,379

X

26

35

37

51

42

9,655

8,340

7,156

5,459

2,974

976

239

243

200

99

56

26

1,116

1,589

3,938

4,891

2,760

64

57

88

72

23

8,404 150

8,043 115

5,454 55

NO INFO

NO INFO

NO INFO

NO INFO

NO INFO

Grand
Total
HRS STUDS

57,804 1,192
40,486 1,440
38,356 1,146
34,503 903
30,387 790
25,479 647
29,089 | 789
37,969 991



FY

2002
2001
2000
1999
1998
1997
199
1995

A nchorage Literacy Project

Tutor Comparison FY 1995--FY 2002

. BASIC

X

X
26
29
27

28
X
X

ESL

X

X
65
26
50

57
X
X

TUTORS TRAINED

BASIC/ESL

57

S< > > >< >< >< L

57
94
91
55
17
85

ACTIVE TUTORS

172
204
193
173
182
152
186
178

BASIC

5
6
.
6
6
6
X
X

TRAINERS

ESL

oo

> > © ©

TOTAL

14
(4
15
16
15
15
0
0



Anchorage Literacy Project

HSMG is one of three funding sources that support the Anchorage Literacy Project
Volunteer Program.

United Way $53,000 36%

Total cost of
Volunteer Program  $140,000

Total ALP budget  $657,000 HSMG 7%
ALP Volunteers provided 63% of the total 57,804 instructional hours
ALP Volunteers teach 66% of lhe total 1,192 adults served by the agency

The cost per instructional hour for the Volunteer Program is $3.68.

United Way funds
cover the administrative and overhead costs to provide literacy instruction to 800 adults.
The state Department of Labor/Adult Basic Education faces a 10% across the board cut in
funding. It is assumed that this would decrease our grant by 10% but we do not know for
sure how the ABE program administrators will apply the reductions.

Anchorage Literacy Project is a community based volunteer organization, committed to
its mission of changing lives through literacy. The volunteer program is its volunteers
and the people funded by these grants. ALP limits it service to the beginning level
learner in collaboration with the other major adult education providers in the community.
Woec refer all intermediate and advanced learners to Nine Star or the UAA Adult Learning
Center. They in turn refer all beginning learners to ALP. We have done this in order to
reduce the duplication of services and provide a continuum of educational opportunities

for all adults.






Alaska Adult Education Association
A Professional Organizationfor Alaska's Adult Educators

March 2003
A dult Basic Education Inform ation

Adult Basic Education (ABE) is a program that provides students with assistance in math,
reading, and writing skills. Most shidents who enter our programs need to complete a high

school diploma and/or improve their basic skills so they can enter the workforce or
postsecondary education. ABE also teaches English to the immigrant population. GED stands for
General Educational Development. A GED graduate is a student who has earned a high school
diploma by examination. Our adult education centers administer these exams.

Adult Basic Education is funded under Title Il of the Workforce Investment Act. ABE programs
have a direct connection to Alaska’s workforce development.

There >0 18 agencies pi widing regional services and programs in Alaska. Many hubs serve
remote .illages whenever possible. Local area contacts include:

Nine Star Enterprises, Anchorage, David Alexander, 279-7827
Anchorage Literacy Project, Polly Smith, 337-1981
nleutian-Pribilof Islands Association, Karen Gonne-Harrell, 222-4231
Alaska Department of Corrections, Roseann Munafo, 269-7416
Illisagvik College, Barrow, Barbara Struble, 852-1742
University of Alaska, Kuskokwim Campus, Bethel, Kathy Hanson, 543-4570
University of Alaska, Bristol Bay Campus, Dillingham, Kim Govig, 842-3505
Adult Learning Programs of Alaska, Fairbanks, Traci Nero, 452-6434
Literacy Council of Alaska, Fairbanks, Mike Donaldson, 456-6212
. University of Alaska/Kenai Peninsula College, Homer, Carol Swartz, 235-1656
. Southeast Regional Resource Center, Juneau/SE, Carin S.nolin, 586-5718
. University of Alaska, Kodiak, John Mahoney, 486-1215
. Alaska Technical Center, Kotzebue, Jerry Vick, 442-3733
. Kawerak Inc., Nome, Ron Huffman, 443-4468
. Prince William Sound College, Valdez, Angela Corcoran, 834-1671
. Human Resources Company, Wasilla, Laura Kelley, 373-5872
. Alaska Vocational Technical Center, Seward, Lisa Rininger, 224-4164
. University of Alaska/Kenai Peninsula College. Soldotna, Diane Taylor, 262-0328

©CE®ENDO A WN
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Facts

iduates

inttdy 25% of the high scho
001VWhen 29% ofall high s  sidiplomas in Alaska were GEDs, (

* InFYG2, 8,795 students (5,272 full-time and 3,523 part-time) received 291,526 hours of
direct instruction at a total cost of $7.66 per hour. This per hour figure inc'adcs expenditures
for administrative overhead, teachers, and instructional materials. Ofthe full time students,

e 42% were 25-44 years of age

o 25% were 19-24 years of age

e 29% were Alaska Native or American Indian

e 67% were unemployed or not in the labor force



Alaska Adult Education Association
A Professional Organizationfor Alaska's Adult Educators

March 2003

Need for Services

e The 1990 US Census reported 53,827 adult Alaskans without a high school diploma or
equivalency (GED). The 2000 US Census reported 58,070 adult Alaskans without a high
school diploma; an 8% increase over 1990 levels.

account fOr approximately 13% of f

» Because adult education program funding is so very low, only 10% o fadults in need in
Alaska are served by these programs.

* Within the 18 program grantees, there are only 54 full-time personnel. Most instruction is
provided by 151 part-time staff. Often, this part-time money only pays for someone to teach
2-6 hours per week for six or seven months. Adults with low basic skills learn and progress
very little with such scanty help. They are not likely to be productive, wage earning Alaskans
ifthey do not improve their skills. ABE programs help teach job search skills along with
basic skills to prepare adults for employment and further education and training.

Program Impact of Reduction
icttonatattivities and I'VICeS

Thank you for your valued assistance.

Carin Smolin, President, Alaska Adult Education Association
Contact: SERRC-Alaska’s Educational Resource Center
210 Ferry Way, Juneau, AK 99801
work phone: 586-5718 email: carins@ serrc.org


mailto:carins@serrc.org

Alaska Adult Education Association
A Professional Organizationfor Alaska's Adult Educators

March 2003
Talking Points:

A reduction means less students served, 10% less, and also reduction in hours that learning
centers and testing centers are open.

We do a great service for so very little money. 10% reduction is equivalent to taking away two
small grantees ofour 18 regional programs that serve the entire state.

Most of the centers are open entry/exit with evening hours and weekends. Many are open year
round.

Served $8,795 students last fiscal year who received 291,526 hours ofdirect instruction at a total
cost of$7.66/hr.

There are 53,827 adults without a high school diploma in Alaska, 8% increase over 1990 census,
which is 13 % of our population.

On average, 25% of high school diplomas issued in our state are GEDs.

410
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Closing ACS will not save the state
money.

ASC, for the past 5 years, has not required the full 5.5 Million.

(o]
(0}

2002/2003 cost: 3.8 million,
2001/2002 cost: 4.4 million.

Shifting ACS students to District/Borough schools would cause:

o
o

(0]

(0}

Increased costs by 20% to the state compared to the 80% that ACS gets,
Overcrowding (About 750 ACS students reside in the state’s largest live districts.
and are most likely to return to local schools.)

Cost to build new schools and to hire new staff when small communities
suddenly have enough students who are interested in going to a local school,
An increase in the lack of funding already existing in small schooals.

At least 1/3 of our 200 seniors are not going to be able to graduate bv the deadline.

(o}

ACS seniors who do not graduate by "une 30thwill each either cost the state
another full semester of classes, or will drop out of the school system altogether.

Warehouse rent is paid from the ACS budget. Rent for office, $369,000, is paid to the
Permanent Fund corporation. Funds go from one state pocket to another. ACS
could, conceivably, pay for office rent out of their own budget.

N o
o)

other correspondence school:

Is fully accredited. (ACS is accreditedby thesame standards that brick and
mortar schools are, but also meets all standards for distance learning
accreditation. The other correspondence schools that are applying will only have
to meet distance learning standards, one of which requires high school teachers
to have 24 semester hours in their subject area. Most correspondence schools
have one teacher for their entire student body, making it impossible for them to
meet it.)

Offers dual enrollment.

Is mandated to enroll rural students after the student count period,

Has the know-how to aid special-needs children. ACS has a certified resource
(special needs) teacher,

Has the ample teachers, or the support that ACS offers. This makes ACS the only
correspondence school capable of meeting the 2005 No Child Left Behind criteria,
A summer school; without the ACS summer school, students without access to a
brick and mortar school are denied an equal education,

Offers participation in as many unique programs, such as National (DC) and
State (Juneau) Close-Up, Academic Decathlon, Presidential Classroom,
Geography-B, Battle of the Books, and Lego League Tournament.

> These things, along with ACS's Parent Advisory Council, Library, the individual support
teachers give to their students, structure of lesson plans, optional flexibility, advanced,
online and traditional courses and a proven track record, make ACS dynamic,
unparalleled and absolutely unique.

> ACS has developed 18 of the 29 online courses used by other schools in the state.

> Student from many other correspondence schools, such as IDEA and PACE enroll in ACS
courses; so closing ACS will harm all Alaskan correspondence schools.



Top Ten Alternatives For Alyeska Students

10. Climbing Mount McKinley and learning the Way ofthe Falling Leaf
at the secretninja monastery there.

9. Using reindeer gut and flattened tin cans to connect to the World-
Wide Interweb.

8. Learning the traditional way in areal school building and a genuine
teacher the way God intended, damnit!

7. Get ajob. Them citified Juneau sissies' "education” was just make the
kids uppity, anyway.

6. Keep sending out homework assignments, and start constructing
pitifully complex explanations for why they keep coming back
unopened.

5.Depending on location in Interior, walk towards either Fairbanks or
Anchorage, if school is not in session when you arrive, then use the free
time to gain valuable panhandling tips.

4. Play Van Halen's "School's Out" continuously.

3.Rock back and forth softly, staring futilely over the tundra at the
world you know is out there and know just aswell is now unreachable.
2. 0vercome thatcrippling social anxiety and leave the house for the
first time in years.

1. Stop expecting the state of Alaska to make the world a Socialist
paradise where everyone learns for free. The only thing that's free is
death, but Frank Murkow ski is the one who will decide when that
comes. Foi the moment, he is weak, but blood will make him strong. A
storm is gathering in the hinterlands, and wise are those who flee it.



For the record the following is a text of my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee on April
15,2003.

Good evening Senator Green and members ofthe committee. My name is John Cannon, I live at
3101 Whispering Woods Dr, Wasilla. | am strongly opposed to the 2.2 million dollars in
reductions to Community Developmental Disabilities Grants that were in the Governor’s budget
and in the operating budget recently passed by the house. These cuts are not fair, go too deep
and seriously jeopardize the safety net for many Alaskans with DD. Frankly, these cuts were
hastily arrived at by the new administration after a superficial review of services in our state.
Some ofyou were in the legislature when our state closed Harborview. The significance of that
event for persons with DD cannot be over stated. With the closing of Harborview, Alaska made a
promise to its citizens with developmental disabilities that never again will any Alaskan, because
of his or her disability, be sent away from their families, their extended families, their friends,
and their home communities. The closing of Haborview meant that Alaskans with
developmental disabilities were finally welcomed into the family of Alaska. It is a shameful and
sad time in Alaskan history when our Governor and our House of Representatives say to citizens
with DD that Alaska is going to break that promise. It is a disgrace when 1300 Alaskans who are
waiting for needed services are told that the basic safety net of services will no longer be
provided. In recent legislative sessions our State Senators have been the more reasonable voice
of our legislature. With a brand new administration and so many new faces in our House of
Representatives Alaskans with developmental disabilities are counting on the Senate’s
experience and reasonableness, now, more than ever before. These reductions will cause serious
harm to Alaskans with DD and their families. It’s up to you senators to do the right thing. Don’t
turn your back on this group of Alaskans. Restore the cuts to the communily dd budge*. Thank
you.

Sincerely,

John Cannon
376-6063
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April 21, 2003

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD base grant
statewide. This proposed cut will affect programs that provide help for families in our
community. It will cause our families to be in crisis with expenses they do not have.
Families will need more money in Medicaid, which in turn will end up costing the State
of Alaska more than what the DD grants originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant
Learning Programs as well as Vocational grants will not only isolate families and
individuals, but not allow inclusion in their own communities.

I ask you to please, restore the funding for our community. Without this funding these
vital services will be voided and families will be tom apart.

Jessica Glonek



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows lamities and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the InfantLeaning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these hon::ndous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,
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Dear Governor Murkowski + SfrDATE {~tK)fi,fdCd Co/Y)/Y) fIR.E,

This is an appeal to you not just as our Governor, but more so as a human being
who just so happens to have the power to severely impact the lives of Alaskans.
Governor, consider the position you are in. | know you are not a cruel man, and would
not intentionally harm anyone. But | know you have not considered your proposals
adequately. 1f you had sir, you would not now be attempting to cut 2.2 million dollars
irom the developmental disability base grants. Have you heard your fellow Alaskans? We
have begged you to protect our base grants. Show some mercy on those who need it most.
Sir, I tell you I would much rather pay an income tax than balance the budget on the
backs ofthe disabled. How can we even consider this feasible while pretending to live in
a compassionate society? While | do not suffer a disability myself, my little sister waited
for six years on “ the waitlist”. Your pu posed cuts will make more people wait, and
possibly for longer than she did. 1 appeal lo your heart. | appeal to your common sense.
Perhaps | am young and idealistic, but | thought we lived in a state that cared about its
disabled citizens. Please don’t prove me wrong, Governor Murkowski. Please restore the
2.2 million you have proposed to cut.

Sincerely,
Joni Haas



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That binding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more .m_oney through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in'their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

_ r
Sincerely,



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you areProposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit,
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services



To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit,
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile_?opulation within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile_ﬁ)opulation within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2/ million dollars you are Proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing to
State of Alaska more _m_oney through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate farmlies and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in‘their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more .m.oner through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in'their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely, j Islz,



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more _m_oney through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in"their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more .m.oney through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion intheir own communities.

Please iemember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more .m_one?/ through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in'their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base giants statewide. Tliis drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more _money through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in'their own communities.

Please remembei that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this binding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more _m_oney through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in'their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the Tmited services
that are currently being offered.



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more _money through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in'their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewi le. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more .m.oney through Medicaid than whatthe DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
Inclusion in"their own commuinities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited/services
that are currently being offered.



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more _m_oney through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in'their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,
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April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community, That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep familiés together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts tg the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
Inclusion i their own communities.

Please remember that this js the most fra?ile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more _m_oney through Medicaid than whatthe DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in'their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are Proposmg to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more _m_oner through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
Inclusion in'their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect alarge population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more _money through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
Inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,
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April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are ro?osmg to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. Tliis drastic cut will atfect a large population within
our community, That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep familiés together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more _money through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts tg the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but nol allow
Inclusion in'their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fra?ile population within the State of
Alaska, and makmg,these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are Proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit,
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more _m_oney through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in'their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.
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April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are roPosmg to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep familiés together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, cgsting the
State of Alaska more _moner throtigh Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Leaming Programs asv ' s
vocational grants will not only jsolate families and individuals, butnota ow
Inclusion i their own communities.

Please remember that this js the most fra?ile population within the State of
Alaska, and makm%_these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,
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April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the, DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cutwill affect a large population within
our community, That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep familiés together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more _m,oneY through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not ailow
inclusion in‘their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fra?ile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cutswill erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,
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April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are ro?osmg to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community, That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that Will keep familiés together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, cgsting the
State of Alaska more moneY throuigh Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
Inclusion i their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fra?ile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cufs will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,

a—> F3 /



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more _m_oner through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
Inclusion in'their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



April 21, 2003

Senator Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee,

Due to the many cuts that are happening in the State at this time, it seems harsh to
put an even bigger cut on our handicapped community. 2.5 million dollars to
these people is so much ofthere world. Do you realize that this would mean
someone not able to have the care they needed at night or through the day, ifthey
need to go to the restroom or ifthey fall or need to get something to eat. We
encourage people to be able to live a normal life and yet, you see the need to take
this away from them. How would you feel if you were not given a chance to live
a normal life? Think about this for a moment, your freedom to go to the
bathroom or ability to go to the refrigerator and get something to eat when you
want. Even the ability to pick up a telephone and tell someone you love them,
would be taken away. Please see the need to give back to this community of
people; we all need the chance to live a normal everyday life.

Thank you,



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That binding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more _m_oney through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in'their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



April 21, 2003
To: Mr. Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

This letter is in reference to encourage the restoration of the 2.2 million dollars you
are proposing to cut from the Developmental Disabilities base grants
STATEWIDE. This terrible cut will affect a very large population within our
community with drastic measures taken place. These particular funds assists
families with being able to stay together and without these funds, crisis happens
amongst families and then in turn costing the State of Alaska more money through
Medicaid. In fact, a more drastic measure is also affected if by cutting the
Medicaid budget. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Program as well will not
only isolate families and individuals, but not allow inclusion in their own homes
and/or community. Without Infant Learning Programs children will not succeed in
adult life without the assistance of Educator’s helping these children gain skills
that are appropriate for their age and in most instances, these children grow up to
be independent adults who will succeed in life.

Please remember that this is the most fragile and dependent population within our
State and making these drastic cuts will not only affect those that need the services

but it affects the way we will have to provide those limited services.

Sincerely,

Soldotna



To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

I am writing this letter in regards to the 2.2 million dollars that is a proposed cut to the
DD base grants state wide. This cut will tragically affect a section of the population who
desperately needs our help. We have a moral and ethical responsibility as a civnized
society to care for those who cannot care for themselves.

After working with this population for several years | agree that changes need to be
made. However, this type of blanket budget cut is not in the interest of those people who
need the services to survive. | believe that cuts can be made without adversely affecting
this population. I would be willing to share my insight on how cuts could be made to the
system that would be effective.

Please take the time to find where the waste is before making such a devastating cut in
funding.

Rev. David M. Smuin
4-21-03



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,
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April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



April 21, 2003

To Governor Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee:

I am very disappointed in the decisions being made in Juneau by you and the majority
caucus. One of the things that | thought you stated while campaigning for office was that
you would preserve basic services while developing other revenue sources. Many basic
services are being cut while | see no new revenue streams developing.

Your proposed budget cuts are not going to preserve the basic services needed by people
with developmental disabilities. Your budget proposes 2.2 million from Developmental
Disabilities grants and $500,000 from the Infant Learning Grants. These cuts will leave
individuals/ families without the services needed to remain in their own community and
out of institutional settings. The effects that these cuts could have remind me of the
deinstitutionalization or people experiencing mental illness in New York in the 80s where
a whole new population of homeless was created.

I urge you and the senate to restore the cuts that have been made to the grants and fund
these services at current levels.

Sincerely,

Wini Crosby
Advocate



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit.
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the
State of Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services

that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



Apl’ll 20,2003

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

The 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cutis crucial to the
quality of life of a large population of individuals in our community.
The funding currently allows families and individuals to have services
that keep families together and supports the family unit. With these
drastic cuts, many families will be in crisis, costing the State of Alaska
more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants originally
were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but
not allow inclusion in their own community.

As an infant learning educator I understand and have seen how
proactive steps and family support can affect a child’s future. This is
a fragile population and making these cuts will further erode the
limited services that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,

Amanda Faulkner
Frontier Community Services
Infant Learning Educator



To Whom It May Concern,

I am a parent who receives DD services for my child. | am seriously against any and all
cut backs that will have an impact on all DD services. My child is a high needs child and
the respite that my child receives has huge benefits not only for my child but also for my
family. Without these services we would not be a success story!

Please research and reconsider the devastating effect that will happen when these DD
services receive cut backs. Success stories will become static’s of juvenile incarcerations
and later adult incarcerations.

Thank you for your help and understanding to the DD services issue at hand.

Sincerely,

Anita E. Price

q- Z(-53



A prilzom, 2003

To Frank Murkow skiand tha Sonata Finance

Com m itte e :

It Is Im perative thatyou notcuttha proposed monies
itom the Developmentally Disabled base grants=- This
cutw ill wipe outentire programs fora population that

mostoften cannotadvocate forthem selves-

The cuts thatyou are proposing w ill wipe outprogram s
thatgive Jobs, purpose, and vanity to a group ofpeople

who w illotherw ise be sitting w ith nothing to do.

|l would much prefermypermanentfund be com pletely
elim inated than S€€ those much needed services be

devastated . N

Sincerely,

GingerH.Drals



April 20, 03

To Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

I am the foster mother of a special needs child with disabilities, and | am very
concerned as to the future of this child. You certainly can not be serious about cutting
2.2 million dollars from DD grants. | hope that you have taken into consideration how
this funding allows children to be able to have the services that they so desperately need.
It would be an inhumane act to cause the crisis situations that will occur if this funding is
cut. Since when do we not pay attention to all the research about the brain and how
helpful it is to intervene at as early an age as possible (which saves us money in the long
run)? Please try and put yourselves into the shoes of these families and my shoes for that
matter. | would not be able to supply a safe and nurturing home for this foster child,
because if the funding is cut | would no longer be able to have the necessary supports in
place so | can continue lo work. This would end up costing more in the long run with
institutionalization, not to mention the regression that would take place due to the trauma
experienced by another move for inis child.



April 214, 2003

Dear: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee,

My name is LeAnn McGahan and | am an RN in the slate of Alaska. | am a
Developmental Disabilities Nurse and | work with families that have children with
complex medical conditions. Most ofthese families try to care for their children without
help (financial or physical) for as long as they are able. This often times means that they
are surviving on very little sleep and in “crisis” mode at this point. State funding is
sometimes available to them at this point but depends on how bad the crisis is. This is
where the base grant funding is imperative. Without these funds to keep families going
until more funding is available, most of these children would end up in a foster care
setting, which I believe would be even more taxing on the state.

I am urging you to restore the 2.2 million dollars that you are proposing to cut from the
developmental Disabilities grants within our state. Why not support the families of
children with disabilities so they can continue to care for the children, which they usually
want to do anyways.

I understand lhe state budget needs revisions, | would gladly pay a state income tax or a

statewide sales tax to prevent the money from being taken away from the elderly,
disabled, or the education of our children.

Soldotna, AK



Rpr 21 03 08:03a Dennis Haas 2627901

April 20, 2003

To: Frank Murkos'u and the Senate Finance Committee

I am writing to tell you about my daughter, Katie Haas, age 21 who receives
services from a program funded through the Division of Mental Health and
Developmental Disabilities.

Katie contracted spinal meningitis-H-Flu type at the age of 5 weeks. This
devastating illness left her blind, with out speech and confined to a
wheelchair. She also has an uncontrolled seizure disorder. She is fed
through a G-Tube and is very limited in most areas of her life. This
happened in 1981 and our family has survived over the years with respite
services and the Infant Learning Program that was so vital to us when we
look back over the years. We had many crisis’s along the way, as is usual
with families that have a disabled child. Without the services we received
through the State of Alaska— our family would have fallen completely apart.
I am in touch with a lot of families and individuals that experience a
disability and they are usually tired. Tired from caring for their disabled
child throughout the night. Tired from being the sole care provider. Tired
from not being ABLE to work outside the home due to the severity of the
disability. What most of these families do NOT need is someone making
quick, non-informed decisions that affect what limited SSwices they may be
fortunate enough to receive.

I have never been opposed to taking our fair share of budget cuts and we
certainly have along the way. But in a State that has still chosen not to enact
an income tax, or a statewide sales tax, I find it repulsive that you would cut
programs to education, seniors and the disabled. | was always taught that it
was our responsibility to take care ofthose who could not take care of
themselves. What were you thinking when you are making these life-
changing budget cuts? Is it because your personal future with retirement
benefits is bright and you would rather not think of anyone else? Have you
ever tried to live on a budget of $900.00 a month? Do you think anyone
needing this type of assistance in our community can afford to purchase
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services? Do you think that people that are disabled chose this life to live?
We are all just one accident or illness away from being disabled....

We have been spoiled too long in this state and it is time to implement some
different types oftaxes. | will gladly pay an income tax and even a
statewide sales tax.

I am strongly requesting that you restore the 2.2 million dollars that you are
proposing to cut from DD grants within our state, and know that it is the
right decision.

Thank you

Lynnette Haas
Soldotna
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lo: Teank nuekowAKkl

Sid.je.ct: Budget cula to the mentally dlIAalled fundA

I have recently heard of. the poAAtlle Budget cutA foe the mentally dla-

al/Lled fund, which may take place. Theee la a gl/ieat need, foe thtA fund oa It |a.

| ta/ce cane of Aeveeal eldeely and mentally challenged people eveey week, mcAt
aee unalle to peefonm the Atandand eveey day taAkA you and | take foe geanted,
auclJi oa cooking, cleaning, walking, lulng the eeAteaom. W ithout everyday oaalal-
ance | feae ihene w ill He teenlAle conAequenceA. Cutting lack on funding would
cneate even moee peollemA, not only foe the dlAalled people, But foe the Atate aA
well. lhene may veey well Be geeatee ex.per.Ae to the Atate due to patlentA falling
down, Injuehxg themAelveA. It'"A hoed to Aay what w ill happen, | peeAonally do not
think It w ill Be a poAltlue. change. | am wetting to cemlInd eveeyone of the poAAlllc
out come of aucA a plan. PleaAe do eeconildee Befoee you take Auch a deoAtlc
meoAuee. lhe mentally dIAalled people of AlaAka thank you and | peeAonally

Thank you.

jj Coedlallyu.”™

LLau L. Powell
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[ xr % REVENUE SHARING CUT EFFECTS

TMi5/5

Jfairthe wrong time for the Stateto cut line items within its budget that affect
municipalities. Coastal communities in western and southeast Alaska are
facing a severe economic downturn due to declining fish markets and loss of
the timber industry. At the same time, the price of oil is up, so the State’s
financial position should be looking relatively good, especially compared to
municipalities that are exhausting their means of acquiring operating
revenue. Many cities are at, or near, their tax limits and can not locally raise
sufficient revenues to continue to provide adequate, essential services to their
residents. M, A

Oil revenuejis the people’s money and in these times of economic downturn
the State should be/increasing revenue sharing instead of continuing the
vicious cycle we are in. Our local economy is taking a tail spin. We are
losing population, yet our debt obligations remain. Schools and communities
have continued fixed costs, no matter how many jo:p:ls or citizens served.
We must provide the same level of police and fire protection, no matter if our
population is 3,400 people, or 2,500 people,

Revenue Sharing and Safe Community Program receipts provide needed
funds for the most basic social services. Any funding decrease, let alone a
25% reduction, hurts the social well being ofa community.

Now is the time to be funding social service and public safety programs to
the max. Programs such as drug and alcohol counseling, mental health
services, public health nurse, fire and police protection are very necessary
services, and more so when people are out of work, that must be provided in

each and every community.
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e« The City of Petersburg has traditionally fcnded its social service and public
safety programs well above levels provided from the state and the city will
try its very best to continue to do so. However, the city currently faces a
projected shortfall of $250,000. in its upcoming FY 04 budget just to
maintain existing service levels. Any further decrease in revenues will create
an even greater gap.

* State Revenue Sharing Received
Revenue Sharing funds received from the State are restricted for use in the

following categories. This fiscal year we received revenue sharing ftmds for:

Rec’d for FY 03 If cut 25%

Road Maintenance $ 8,122.00 $ 6,091.00
Hospital $37,672.00 $28,254.00
Health Facilities $ 3,615.00 $ 2,711.00
Non-restricted $56,518.00 £423 9JQ
Total $105,927.00 $ 79,444.00

« Safe Communities Program receipts:
For FY 03 Ifcut 25%
Total $81,308.00 $ $60,981.00
These funds are required to be used for police protection, fire protection and
emergency medical services, water and sewer services not offset by user fees, or
solid waste management. Petersburg has traditionally used these funds only for

its police, fire and EMS services.
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Tublic Comment
Senate Finance Committee
Concerning the Operating Budget

Submitted Thursday, April 16, 2003 deceived
By Donald JR Roberts Jr.
Kodiak, Alaska APR 172003

Good evening Mr. Chairman.
My name is Don Roberts; | live in Kodiak.

Il would like to thank the Republican Party leadership for allowing me to
participate in their facade of democracy; Martha Stewart would be proud of

what they've done with a few mirrors and a bit of smoke.

Il have a few ideas that might help - the first is that you do away with the
entire legislative building and rent a drawer for all of your rubber stamps.
(Some civic-minded person might be willing to donate closet space for such
a purpose.) Party leaders could call in their underling's votes for them and
legislators wouldn't have to pull away from high-level lobbyist's jaunts just

to attend to the people's business.

Here's another, you could give people the public comments you want them
to make and provide legislators with appropriate questions. It would at
least appear that legislators were Indeed interested in the public's concerns

and knew something about the topic of discussion.

Here's my last, and perhaps my best, Idea; keep your caucuses away from
my representatives, Their job is to speak for the people of Kodiak as a
whole. We do not need party approval to bring our collective voice to the

rest 6f“tfos»peopte of Aiaska.
Intervention in the people's business is subversion by definition.

#H#H#

From llic Alaska State Constitution: Article 1. Section 2. Source of Government. All political
powerisinherentin the people. All government originates with the people, is
founded upon thoir will only, and is instituted solely for the good of the people as a
whole.
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Citizens A gainst Gambling Expansion

Stop Video Poker and Slots in Alaska!

Stop HB240 and SB 186
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name

Committee on SB 35 & SB 36 , dated April 15,2003
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the .Senate Finance Committee
committee name

Committee on SB 35 & SB 36 , dated April 15, 2003
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ROGALEE T. WALKER

TESTIMONY REGARDING THE LONGEVITY BONUS PROGRAM

My name is Rosalee T. Walker, and | have been a resident of Juneau, Alaska
for 37 years. | come to you today as a member of the Board of Directors for
the Older Persons Action Group (OPAG), and as the president of the AARP
Mount Juneau Chapter #865. Both of these organizations oppose the

elimination of the Longevity Bonus Program.

The Senate Finance Committee’s elimination of the Longevity Bonus
Program is a great disappointment to ali Alaskan senior citizens.
Consequently, we respectfully ask that you reconsider your actions and
reinstate the Longevity Bonus Program in your budget. It is our strong
assertion that the Administration’s proposal was put forth in haste, and, it
did not provide you with vital information that would have helped you to

make a more responsible decision regarding this matter.

Alaska’s senior citizens are painfully aware of the current state budget
concerns, and we continuously work with all levels of government to help to
seek effective solutions to budgetary problems. In its haste to eliminate the

Longevity Bonus Program, the Administration ignored or failed to scrutinize



some alternative strategies that could be easily implemented in order to

avoid a disastrous and devastating situation for the most vulnerable portion

of Alaska’s population. Seniors were not included when plans were being
made to eliminate the Longevity Bonus Program.

Reinstatement of the Longevity Bonus Program in this budget would give
Alaskan senior citizens an opportunity to demonstrate that there are more
efficient ways to address the Longevity Bonus Program, ways that will not
be so abrupt, impetuous and detrimental to the elderly population. The
Administration’s justification for the elimination of the Longevity Bonus
Program is grossly inadequate for making a decision that would be

reasonable, responsible, and fair. The legislature did not get good data.

Alaskan seniors are ready, willing and able to work with the legislature, the
administration and longevity bonus recipients to explore alternatives to the

elimination of the Longevity Bonus Program. Please give us an opportunity!
Alaskan seniors do have the power, the skills, and the desire to make things

better for our State of Alaska, all we need is a chance to prove it.

Thank you for your consideration of our request.



APRIL 16, 2003 Testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
BUDGET HEARINGS

My name is Marie Darlin and | am the Capital City Task Force Coordinator
for AARP in Alaska. You have a copy of my previous detailed testimony
on the Longevity Bonus and you have letters from the AARP O ffice in
opposition to legislation repealing the bonus program.

I wish to speak on the importance of the Longevity Bonus for our seniors
and want to reiterate a few facts for your consideration.

The main purpose of the bonus was to keep our seniors in Alaska.
1994 phase-out legislation made a promise to seniors - no more changes!

12,000 of the 18,000 recipients are over age 75 that receive $250.

Costs decrease at 3 million or more each year.

The economic impact on the state from seniors is well over 1 billion

per year - most of it spent here.

Every dollar spent turns over at least twice. Therefore, the 47.5 million
the Governor's bill saves takes 95 million out of the economy.

Seniors provide volunteer hours worth approximately 50 million per year

and they give at least 20 hours per month of caregiver services totaling
an equivalent of 6300 full time jobs.

Tn 1999 6,000 seniors lived on less than $1,000 per month (poverty level)
and the bonus provided 10~ of the income for single seniors.

The longevity bonus; allows our seniors to remain independent contributing
members of our communities and is much less expensive than caring for

them with the Governor's safety nets.

PLEASE LEAVE THE LONGEVITY BONUS TN THE BUDGET 1

/}
, JE

Marie Darlin - AARP
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March 24,2003
By Hand Delivery

Representative Kevin Meyer Representative Mike Hawker
Chair, Labor Subcommittee Chair, H&SS Subcommittee
House Finance Committee House Finance Committee
Alaska Stale Capitol, Room 513 Alaska State Capitol, Room 434
Juneau, Alaska Juneau, Alaska

Re: Labor Budget
1J&SS Budget
Grants for Independent Living Centers

Dear Representatives Meyer and Hawker:

I am writing lo urge reconsideration of the proposal to eliminate $619,000 in
state granls for funding that helps support Independent Living Centers in Alaska. This is
a great step backward for the state. The ILCs in Alaska educate Alaskans with
disabilities on how to live independently and avoid institutionalization. | know this from
direct experience. Not more than a month ago, a 54-year old woman with severe
arthritis - and | mean so severe that this woman had not left her apartment in months -
was able to receive an in-home visit from an independent living specialist from SAIL on
how to convert her home so that she could continue to live independently. Her only
other alternative is a nursing home, her resources and income make her ineligible for a
Medicaid waiver. If she goes to a nursing home, her income and resources will be
exhausted, until she will be financially eligible for Medicaid. This is a scenario sadly
followed by many; this is one reason why 85% of all nursing home residents ultimately
have their nursing home costs paid by Medicaid.

It makes no sense to cut a valuable, essential program like the services that
Alaska’s Independent Living Centers provide. It is tantamount lo saying: “support
institutionalization of Alaskans, because Medicaid will pay for it, but don’t support
Independent Living Centers, because Medicaid won’t.” | think there has been a lost
sense of priority.

We urge lhat the Stale funding for 1LC centers - money which the Slate more
than recoups in reductions lo its Medicaid budget in avoided nursing home care - be
placed in the H&SS budget instead. From within that budget, the Department of Health
and Social Services will be able lo monitor and capitalize on the efforts of ILCs lo
minimize institutionalization and maximize independence of Alaskans with disabilities.

Very truly yours,

flitth YIMyy)

Robert B. Briggs, staff attorney
Cc:
Members, Labor Subcommittee of House Finance Committee
Members, H&SS Subcommittee of House Finance Committee
Joan O’Keeffe, SAIL



Sani would you submil this email form in case | don’t make it, please?

Subject: Sam would you submit this email form in case | don't make it, please?
Date: Wed, 16 Apr 2003 10:28:50 -0800
From: Doris Robbins <drobbins@ gci.net>
To: Sam Trivette <samtriv@gci.net>

TESTIMONY BEFORE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE
April 16, 2003

My original focus was to remind you that the Longevity Bonus in it's
final settled-for-the-last-time form, was a promise that should be kept

for seniors who pioneered this state. Let it finish dying out as the
seniors age. It won't take long!
But what really gets to me is the total irresponsibility of cutting

funding for infant learning programs and independent living centers. |
figured through common sense you would restore that funding when you saw
that it saves the State money.

If you aren't familiar with infant learning, it does miracles with
babies who have this short window of time to make it to be able to
regain some of the skills that normal babies have and it totally changes

the outcome of their lives forever! It can't be postponed. I have seen
the result of this program, and it truly is a miracle work! It isn't
that much money and it is mostly for qualified people to make home
visits to direct mothers who do most of the work.

And I'm sure you realize that independent living centers allow people
who use to be in institutions to become productive people. Both of
these programs actually save money in the long run! Just the fact that
it lets them feel human causes them to improve their abilities.

It got to me so much that | had to stop watching last night. I just
can't understand what the governor thinks he is accomplishing! All 1
can figure is that he must have already retired but just hasn't quit
yet.

He won't be there when the backlash against the majority party comes. He
is not looking to get re-elected like the rest of the legislature so
it's no bother to him.

I've already said how wrong | think it is to goback on your word and
discontinue the Longevity Bonus when the people are so dependent on it.
The budget is full of wrong things, education funding from Kindergarten

through college is another one.

I think most people know "you can't get something for nothing" and are
willing to pay tax.

Doris Robbins

PO Box 21011
Juneau, AK 99802
(907)364-3267

*1/16/2003 2:54 I'M
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April 15, 2003

W) 907-742-4322 (F) 907-742-4175
TO: SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE
FROM: LARRY WIGET, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, PUBLIC AFFAIRS

SUBJECT: THE IMPORTANCE OF PUPIL TRANSPORTATION FUNDING

“To educate Alaska’s children, they first must get safely to school.
ConS|stent afe and ff|C|ent ransp V|tal to the educaflon process.

SF%rdg/ears e state as [€IMOUrse SC 00 SUIC'[S the cost or transporting

Districts decice how to provide that frans ortat| n. This (vear 48 f the 53 school
districts are expected to receive reimours ment or pupil transportation.

School districts. providin studenttransgortatlon now receive equal undlng Before
199 not all districts )qure reimburse i an| trans ortatlo the same rate.

nc orage me Was reimourse OWer r tﬁ H ator Da
ney coessfu [y ﬁo sored a revision to relmﬁursea oose ua
to that amendmen Istricts are now treated the same when rece vm or

transporting students

Pupil transportation is not cheap, but it la essential. Money for transporting
students frees up funds l'or the classroom. If the state did not fully fund
these costs, districts would be forced to use classroom dollars to pay for
getting students safely to school.”

-Source: Verbatim; Spring 2002 Education Report
Alaska State Senate Finance Committee
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April 15, 2003
W) 907*742-4322 (F) 907-742-4175
TO: SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE
FROM: LARRY WIGET, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PUBLIC AFFAIRS

SUBJECT: FULL FUNDING FOR K-12 EDUCATION

Senator Green, members of the Finance committee, thank you for the opportunity to
provide testimony this evening on the need for full funding for K-12 education.

Due to a prior commitment, Carol Comeau, Superintendent of the Anchorage School
District, is unable to be here this evening to express to you directly her concerns about
the governor's proposed budget and its impact on the Anchorage School District

It is the superintendent’s belief, and the belief of ali of us within the Anchorage School
District, that the cuts to the education budget proposed by the governor "would
absolutely devastate what we've been trying to do with student achievement."

The governor's proposed budget would result in a reduction of almost $11 million In
funding to the Anchorage School District. If implemented, Anchorage will lose $3.4
million in Learning Opportunity Grants, about $3.4 million for pupil transportation, $3
million for bond debt reimbursement, $150,000 for community schools, and
‘Approximately $775,000 for tuition for wards of the court.

As others who have testified before you have surely stated, full funding doesn't just
mean funding the foundation formula. Full funding means fully funding all components
of the education budget.

In the words of our superintendent,

"Education is the ticket out of poverty. It's the ticket to s
successful work force. It's the ticket to safe end healthy
families where children are stable and strong. A lot of these
cuts are going to hurt the kids and the families who can
afford it tha least. Wa want to ralaa the level of achievement
for all kids.”

Please support full and increased funding of education to ensure a quality
education for our students and students across Alaska.

Thank you |
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April 14,2003 o

To all Senate Finance Committee Members:
Senator Lyda Green, Co-chair.(Fax'; 465-3805)
Senator Gary Wilken, Co-Chair (Fax 465-4714)
Senator Con Bunde, Vice Chair (Fax 465-3871)
Senator Robin Taylor (Fax 465-3922)
Senator Ben Stevens (Fax 465-3872)
Senator Lyman Hoffman (Fax 465-4453)
Senator Donny Olson (Fax 465-4821)

Dear Senator:

The Cook Inlet Historical Society urges you to restore funding the State Library and State
Archives budgets. Restoring funds to the Alaska State Archives and State Library would ensure
public access during regular business hours and provide at least a minimum service level for
these organizations.

Public access to government records is a vital part of our democratic society. For example,
citizens use government records to document their right to vote, apply for a permanent fund
dividend, and to register for unemployment, health benefits, and other social services. State
records help us understand the history of our state and nation, and they play an important role in
the interpretation of our past. Open access to government records are central to maintaining a
free and open society and one of state government’s most fundamental and vital responsibilities.

In addition, the cuts proposed for the state library will adversely affect the historical collections
and public access to the services and collections will be severely limited. Researchers traveling
to Juneau to use the resources of the state library have a special financial hardship, as tho hours
of the historical collections that are already on reduced hours due to prior budget cuts will be
further limited.

The Cook Inlet Historical Society members arc asking you to restore the funds for the Alaska
State Archives and State Library programs. State archives and libraries are vital government
services that should be supported even in times of financial hardship. Ifl can provide, further
infonnation to you and your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me.

121 West Seventh Avenue. Anchorage, Alaska 9V501-3696
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Bob Ourtt

From: Bob Durat _

Sent: Wednesday, April 09,2003 11:50 PM

To: 'Representative Kevin_ Meyer@xegls.state.ak.us’
Subject: HB 165 Retain funding for Community Schools
Senate Finance Committee,

| believe Itis important to look at howwe "Invest™* our State's financial resources in program evaluation vs. looking at
savings or Cuts.

In our work session today, the Commonwealth North *Workforce Development Task Force™ identified 1, Education and 2
Healthy Communities as two major factors relating to the development of a qualified workforce tofill jabs InAlaska by
Alaskans. Community Schools is a cost effective program that Ib helping to achieve these goals and more.

Our Architectural firm did a major renovation et Creekslde Park Elementary School In Easl Anchorage. When we first saw
the old schoal it was boarded up with piywood and covered with graffiti. The Park next door was in sad disrepair and a
haven for undesirables, A "'cradk" house was rePortedIy across the street from the school. We designed the renovation
for the building and painted a picture as to what the school could be as a *'center’ of community. The Principal too* us
eeriously and charged the Community Schools Coordinator to make the vision a redlity.

This past summer, the first *"Spirit of Muldoon™ celebration was held at Creekside Park culminating a rebirth of the
Elementary School and Park. ' The old hockey fink that the District Maintenance would take down had been repaired and
painted by the local "'CGateway'* Rotary Club. The rink will be resurfaced to support use Inthe summer for a game pla

on roller blades. Artwork created by an Artist In Ihe Schools grant gives a bnght band of color around the freshly painted
boards around the rink. A new shelter Is under construction in the park along With irrigation for two new youth soccer
fields. An exercise trail for disabled youth Is being constructed as a pathway Inthe woods. A new Little League field has
been constructed and the big baseball field with 3001t fence™ ha™* been rajuvanatad. 150 people showed up last Spring
fora Iggxsqf Caring to deanahgrub and put a shine back on Creekslde Park: All of these projects Including a Master Plan
for Creekside Elemente Park was coordinated by Creekslde Community Schools which was recognized and
recalved the "'Good Neighbor™* award at the Heart of Anchorage ceremonies last year.

Today Ihe "'crack” house has been purchased and renovated by one of the teachers at the schodl. This Is mare than a K6
schodl that shuts down et 3pm...there 8re educational and recieational programs for students after school, and Inthe
evening Community Schools offers awide range of classes for adults in tha.community. The school no longer shuts down
in the summer...,it hias become a center for youth and adult programs throughout the year.

To maximize utilization of our community’s major capital cost facilities, we need an active Community Schools program to
transform these expensive facilities into™ *'Lifelong Learning, Recreation and Community Centers. We need this “funded”
s'%aﬁlng ;;gbl Qogrfdlni'_a%ghe writing and administration of grants, coordinate community volunteers, and coordinate public use
of our ~public™ facilities.

This facility is a"modd' for the "investment™” of State funding in terms of its local impact on education and creation of a
healthy community.

lamnot a person that usually takes the tinB to vwite on Issues but the loss of this funding will create a major negative
Impact on our communities..~ Community Schools Is a positive investment for our future.

Bob Durst
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MEETING THE CHALLENGE

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET

T0. PROM,
Senator Gary Wilken Anna Soppoh

Meeting foe Challenge Gtmpagp
Board President

COMPANY: DATE
Alaska State Legislature 4/16/03
Senate Finance Committee
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1-907-465-4714 2
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1-800-451-5501 907-277-8796

RK: SENDERS FAXNUMBER-
Substance abuse budgetissues 907-258-7175

0 URGENT 0 FORREVIEW 0 PLEASE COMMENT 0 PLEASE REPLY CIPLEASE RECYCLE

NOTES/COMMENTS:

My name is Anna Soppoh. | am a recovering addict from Anchorage, | am a member and Board
President of the Meeting the Challenge Campaign. We are recovering addicts and alcoholics who
have benefited from participating in treatment for substance abuse problems, | was an active
addict from the age of 12 until I was 33. | am Alaska Native. I am the 3* generation of
addict/alcoholics in my family. My last drug of choice was heroin. | completed treatment in
Apnl 1995.1 celebrated 8 years dean on April 2~ of this year. Before treatment | was a drain on
my community and its resources. The money spent in terms of welfare | collected, Medicaid,
court costs, domestic violence, child welfare issues, food banks support, etc... is mind-bogging. |
am now a productive member of society. | am employed full time. | am oo-awner of a guide
service on the Kenai. | am able to parent my own children without state assistance. | am now of
service id my community other than a detriment to it This is all possihle because | had the
opportunity to participate in, and complete drug treatment | learned life skills and resources to
help me learn how to kve dean. | had never been ahle to achieve prolonged abstinence on my
own prior to treatment

I encourage you to please not make any further cuts to the substance abuse treatment budget.
The short-term savings of these cuts ore negjigjble in comparison to foe rising cost of
incarceration, courts, welfare, child abuse issues, medical oosts etc... In these uncertain financial
times it seems to me that shortsighted short-term savings are irresponsible.
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There is money coming in from the alcohol tax that was passed last year. In 200" the
establishment of the Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Treatment and Prevention Fund offered a
‘gentleman’'s agreement" to put revenues from the alcohol tax toward creating and preventing
substance abuse. . The Governor’s FY 04 budjget, proposes to use only a small portion of this
revenue to increase prevention and treatment programs. The bulk of foe fund, approximately
$13.5 million, supplants general funds. With the cuts to treatment in prisons (Collections budget)
and foe $1.6 million m reductions to treatment programs from increasing their local match
requirement (SB124), foe governor’s strategy fails to take advantage of the opportunity provided
by foe creation of foe fund. To supplant foe general funds thatwere in plarp is morallywrong.

1 met with several of you personally when | was in Juneau last month. | hope that you will please
consider what | have said and believe that treatment does work. Even if people relapse after
treatment, a seed gets planted. With foe higjh rate of alcohol and drug problems in this state we
can not continue to ignore the problem or hope that people will just quit on their own without
treatment.. If we don’t provide treatment to those incarcerated we will continue to incarcerate
them over and over at a much higher cost than treating them. 1f we do not provide services in
foe villages we will see foe cyde of abuse continue to unravel foe very fiber of foe lives of our
native youth until the entire native culture is obliterated.

Thank You for jour time and consideration m this matter.
Sincerely,

Anna K. Soppoh

SOl NORTH PARK ET. ANCHORACR. AK »*S0<
TELBPHOMB Cl7.*r*s
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Chugach Consumers

P.O. Box 101822 « Anchorage, AK 99510-1822
e-mail: execdir@ chugachconsumers.org « website: www.chugachconsumers.org

April 15, 2003

Senate Finance Committee Testimony (SB35, HB75)

SOUTHERN INTERTIE FUNDING

I am the chairman of Chugach Consumers, a grassroots group of fiscally concerned
Chugach Electric ratepayers. |also was on the Chugach Electric board (5/94to
4/2000) and was board president (5/95to 4/97). |was also on the Alaska Rural
Electric Cooperative Association (ARECA) Board of Directors, Executive Committee,
1995-98. | have maintained an active interest in electric utility affairs since leaving the
board (but entirely in a non-paid public interest capacity).

Chugach Consumers urges the legislature to support Governor Murkowski's action
that returned $27 million in accrued interest on the Southern Intertie to the general
fund.

However, we are very concerned that Sec. 18(c) of HB75 passed by the House returns
that money to the Railbelt Energy Fund rather then leaving it in the general fund. We
urge the Senate to drop this provision or replace it with a clarification that the money
remains in the general fund.

The Southern Intertie has long been known to be uneconomic and would have been
abandoned years ago were it not for the deplorable suppression by Chugach
management (for the whole project EIS process) of the major, credible, decisional
documentlon the economic benefits of the Southern Intertie.

My Anchorage Daily News OpEd and attached editorial recounts this history.

The Southern Intertie pays only 50 cents in public benefits for every dollar of cost and
that is from old cost estimates. It is expected to yield an even lower benefit-cost ratio
when updated or actual construction costs are known.

Chugach Consumers congratulates the Governor for his action on the interest money
that stops public funds from being wasted in this time of fiscal need. Chugach
Consumers encourages the legislature and AIDEA to recover the rest of the $40
million Southern Intertie grant principal as well. This would make a total of $67 million
available from this dubious project.

Safe, Reliable, Low Cost Power for South Central Alaska!


mailto:execdir@chuqachconsumers.org
http://www.chuqachconsumers.org
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Chugach Consumers Page 2
Senate Finance Committee Testimony (SB35, HB75)
SOUTHERN INTERTIE FUNDING - 4/15/03

If this money is reclaimed, Chugach Consumers believes it is crucial that il go into the
general fund or be reappropriated to benefit South Central Alaska for utility or general
government/school debt reduction (as opposed to being used for another new
spending program).

Sincerely,

CHUGACH CONSUMERS

[SIGNED AND TRANSMITTED ELECTRONICALLY]

Ray Kreig, Chairman
(907) 276-2025 fax (907) 258-9614 home (907) 243-8951

For more information please see:
http;//www,chugachcor>sumers.org/si.ntm

especially the background briefing:
httD:/A/vww.chugachconsumers.om/Ub/Int/Briefing.htm

ENDNOTE
1. Samuelson, R., Ha; S., 1998, Ratepayer Impacts of Proposed
Transmission Projects Final Report; DFI-Aeronomics, 75 p. [marked "Client

Confidential']. NOTE: Released by vote of Chugach Board on 11/20/02, first
available 12/6/02.

Safe, Reliable, Low Cost Power for South Central Alaska!
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Southern
Intertie

Good reason to question
this Railbelt energyproject

| n 1993, the Alaska Legislature setaside $46.8million
for building a second high-voltage power line between
Anchorage and the Kenai Peninsula. .
Some important things have changed in the 10years
since then. Alaska's state government finances have dete-
~njgmoney has disappeared. 15w"
—jroufinely balance d8estate budget try-drawingat
least halfa billion dollars each year froma dwindling sav-
ingsaccount
Another noteworthy change ia that doubts have recent-
lyTsome to light about the economic viability of the pro-
Eosed power line. A 1998 utility comJJany study that was
ept secret for fouryears ccnduded the southern intertie
would produce barely 50 cents’worth of benefit for every
i dollar spent

i
A1Gul
’YI]TpEﬂ] new doubts about the

S EIEL ] far ot

Some advocates of

c> the southern intertie re-
n ject that notion. They
;«ov .'(\/(C:JHFEIHEﬁth’ Claimtbe money is
and there is no point in

reconsidering tho matter. The intertie money was the fl-
pal part of a political deal that triggered a splurge of
spending on energy projects and subsidies starting inthe
early 1940a. Anchorage aod tbe southern Railbeltwould
be denied their (air share oft ate-Ainded energy goodies,
Intertie advocates say, ifthis final project is notbuilt, r-

' Theproject's defenders say a tleal’s a dealeven ifit
means throwing good money alter bad. The day when
Alaska could get away' i such a cavalier approach to
spending money is long past

Dale: 4/16/2003 Time: 12:39:50 PM Page 3 of 4

But for
framework of

to benefit the southern Railbelt Let’s grantthat it has to
be spent to supply cheaper energy. Let’s even grant that it
has to be spentona particular type of energy, namely
elect.icily. Granting all that itis still not dear that the
southern intertie isthe bestway to do it ,
, The roorgy.fflijdjze u*jd toretire debt tf tfagream S,
electrical utaliheg 1t could be used to upgrade and repair
the existing high-voltage power line between the Kenai
Peninsula and Anchorage. Ttcould be used to install a
centralized powerdispatching system, to ensure that the
most efficient mix of Railbelt power plants is used to meot
electricity demand as it fluctuates during tbe day and dur-
ingthe year. —
The new Anchorage-Xenai intertie should, at mini-
mum, have to prove thatit is a better investment than
those options. Thatwill require an independent, rigorous
look at the intertie’ costs and benefits and bow they com-
pare with the alternatives.

Intertie ||

Is $23 million o finterest \k-
moneylegally available?'/®

D  uringdebate over the proposed electrical intertie
betweenAnchorage and K enai an interesting Ques-
tion has come to light Just exactly how much state

money is available for the project?

The state agency handling tho project, Alaska Industri-
al Development and Export Authority, says the available
finding is about $70 million. That’s the original $46.8 mil-
torn that tbe Legislature set aside in 1993 plus another $33
million orsoininterest

There’s just one problemwith that claim The 1093 leg-
islation that set aside $48.8 million (SB 126) imposed cer-
tain conditions. One dondition requires ifHIIfleninvolved.
with the prefect to agree in advance that they wifl paqyaH
costa of the Intertie over and above $46J1 minion. \blegist
lation passed sincglhen has repealed tha/E reqllj\irement.

Itappears thatstale —" ~  —
lawis clear Only $46.8 o
million ofthe appropria- -|T'Em[fe |II]
tion is available to pay
for the Intertie. (Unless, -
of course, state lawyers m
can come up with a con- |n'e’|]e S
vincing theory that ex- .
plains why the lawon Il ﬂ‘@la’eto
the books doesn’t mean [t
what it sayO

This question is the
kind that could make or break the $100 million project.
The intertie is an economically questionable investment
that, even in the most optimistic analysis, produces mini-
mal gain to Railbeit ratepayers. The more utilities have to
pay for tbe Anchorage-Kenai intertie, the less likely the
are topursue It In fact, project supporters are asking tbe
Legislature tospend another $30million on it

-The powers thatbe in the Legislature and the
Murkowski administration have shownno inclination to
guestion the assumption that interest money s legally
available for the souther, intertie. Rut as critics of the
project note, the teg
one more imt
Ale protect ~
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT Anchom ge-Kenaiin te rtie ?

A projectto benefit Alaskaand Alaskans
fertoenextM yeara ismoving forward,

thanks to the vision and efforts oflegis-
lators and electric utilities.

The Southern Intertie,an Importantnew
link In the Railbeltelectric grid, recently"
passed @&nutfor milestone with the completion
ofcomprehensive environmental reviews. Af-
terathorough and publicenvironmental Im-
pactstatementprocess, tbree federalagencies
last M issued records ofa decision identifying
aroute along the Kenai bluffofCook Inletand
undertbe mouth of Tumagain Arm as the pre-
ferred path forthe new transm ission line.

The Intertiewillbe a new transm ission line
between Nlldskiand Anchorage thatwillim -
I>rove the reliability ofthe Raflbeltpowergrid,
However,its mostimportantfunction willbe
to help move powerthroughoutthe region
from where IPsmoeteconouilcal to m»In» it to
iphere customers need it Allsix ofthe electric
utilities thatserve customers Inthe Raifoelt
ire participating In the project All six are not-
for-profltutilities working on behalfoftheir
cmtomers. The currentestimated costofthe
line is $100 million. Approximately (70 million
iftheprojectwillbs paid by a state grant
made by the Legislature in 1993 from the Rail-
telt Energy Fund — setup In 1986 to InvestlIn
frojects thatbenefit Alaskans throughouttho
state’smostpopulous region.

W itbtheE IS complete ,attention now

turns to design and construction. Ifworkpre-
ceeds on schedule, Alaskans may be taking

home paychecks from construction by 2004
and the new line could be toservice by 2006 or
200?. Thatmightseem a ways off, butlt’sjust

‘around the cornerwhen you consider the

need for this projectthathas been inthe plan-
ning since the early 1080s.

Infrastructure Isvital to Alaska’s current
and future health and economy. A strong in-
terconnected Railbeltelectric system thatal-
lows powerto be made economically inone
area and moved efficiently to anotherhelps
einsure thatindividual Alaskans and the busl-
nesses thatemploy them have reliable, af-
fordable electric service, The Southern'rder-
-tiewill dojustthat

Critical Infrastructure Isoften ignored or
taken forgranted until something goeswrong
orexisting facilities are overwhelmed by de-
mand. That’swhy It’s so Importantto plan,
The factyou can fitp a switch today and have
the lightscome on doesn’tjustmean someone
did something special today. Ithappens be-
cause Alaskans decades ago had the foresight
toputan electric grid in place to make Ithap-
pen. Itisour collective responsibility to pro-
vide the same benefitto ourchildren and other
people who are the fuiure ofthis great state.

BE** P.¥odMIi «mcuo«*directorof Ai»*»RyrelO»cWc
cooporettre AMogi«tto«.

Southern

Intertie’s benefits

likely not worth the cost :

rRav krese former Chugach Electric hboard member

C learly the Southern Intertie has some
benefit* The question Iswhether they

are worth the cost Are there better
uses for $125 million In public and ratepayer «
funds? History Indicates thatcostoverruns
are highly Hkely, totally at ratepayerexpense,

Currently, powerlson 99.975percentofthe
time. How much isitworth to gain a partof
thatremaining 0.025percent (two hours a
year)? Utility boards, legislators and the pub-
lie have no way ofjudging without fair, impar-
tial and unbiased projecteconomic advice
from independentexperts.

Ofgreatconcernshould be a history ofde-
cepttve manipulation ofintertie benefitclaims
by utility managers. When I was Chugach
board presidentin 1996, we received mislead-
Ing benefit-costadvice from managementon
the northern Intertie (between Healy and
Falrbanks). IfChugach had participated in
thatproject, Itwould have costourratepayers
(800,000 ayear.

W e then insisted, on a very detailed and
comprehensive study ofthe benefits and cost
ofthe Southern Intertie. We retained Dedsion
FocusInc.because ithad performed several
studies on Intertie economics for the state.
DFI found oofy (58 million in benefits.
Chugach managementkeptthatFebruary
1998 study secret from the public.

M eahwhile, unbeknown to the board,
Chugach managementsupervised the some

consultant's preparation ofanotherreport Is-
sued forpublic consumption In M arch 19981 It

conveniently claimed (143 million In benefits
Nenough to show the (125 millionintertie™
costto be barelyjustified. Thatwas the only
benefitInformation provided by Chugach to
regulators and lhe public during the-1998-2002
environmental Impactstatementprocess,

Sameconsultant, two vastly differentbenefit
numbers. Whatgives? InDFIl’s own words: "We
believe ourcomprehensive approach (Inthe
February 1998 atucfy) is mtich more accurate.”

In 1990, the state utility consum er advocate,
Alan Mitchell, also found the Southern Intertie
benefits to be only (51 million to (63 million,
Thereisno independentthird party thathas
found the benefits of the Southern Intertie any-
where nearthe (125 million costofthis project

Considering the deterioration thathas oc-
curred in Alaska’s financial condition since the
original appropriation in 1993, Southcentral
utility boards and localgovernments should
lookvery hard atthe Intertie and ask the Leg-
islature toreapproprlate the (70 million In
state funds pledged to the project. The money
would betterb leflt Southcentral Alaskans if
used toreduce utility ormunicipal and school
debtby (cooperhousehold.

A

mA*)fKmielickfonM r*iMIld«ntof chMiacAEIMMcAtMd-
*Bon M d sorted on th* eaeuUv* commMoo of Alodti Rarel
r Hocato coopondw Aooontion.
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Consequences of Senate Finance Committees Cuts and Intent
Language:

e The result of this reduction is that statewide, 5% of children who
experience developmental delays, or are at risk for them, may go
without essential services.

» The proposed $250,000 funding reduction represents a 5% decrease
in State grant funding for Infant Learning Programs

* National studies have shown that for every $1 spent on early
detection and intervention $4 is saved on the long-term delivery of
treatment and support services such as special education.

The intent language proposed by the senate finance committee suggests that
families who can afford —jpay for services. This is already the case. We
bill families for services and many struggle to pay. If families are asked to
pay more, or more families are asked to pay they could be_making
choices between buying groceries and seeking medical attention paying
for Infant Learning services. A majority of families would choose not to
access services,

Since FY02 State grant funding for Infant Learning Programs has been
reduced by 16%—It does not make good fiscal sense to cut funding that
will reduce future costs. It’s like choosing to use a credit card over paying
with cash-—You end up paying considerably more in the long run!

Legislative Infonnation Office
50 Front Street-203
5:45-6:30
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FAX TO: 907 465 $-/ Eva Lyn M. Casey
8480 Jewel Lake Rd.
Anhhorage, AR 99502
907 243 8530 tel.

March 16, 2003

Senate Finance Committee

State Capitol i
Juneau, AK Rej FY 2004 Budget

& Longevity Bonus Program
Dear Senators:

With all the calls upon your time and interest by so

mapy worthy programs on behalf of education at all

levels, independent living for the disabled and early
intirvention to improve future life for the very young.

I still must Ecik you not to take away the one safety net
that allows those of us who are aming the oldest--and

often iIn many ways neediest— Alaskans keep some i1ndependence

and dignity.

Several letters have l:een written and forwarded by FAX
to your committee since the surprise given to us In the
March Budgetary address. | can only hope that the
messages given to you in and earlier to the House have
received a reading.

The reason almost none of the many seniors who are able
and willing to .appear in Juneau and at li0"B have not
had an opportinity to testify iIn the present round of
public testimony iIs unknown to me. It is however quite
frightening.

There are many people like- Circumstances and physical/
medical problems present us from making personal appeals
that the monthly checks that aee a major past of our
income not come to an abrupt end at the end of June-

We are not seeking to formally pauperize ourselves nor
to join welfare case loads. Please do not forget us.

PS: Like many 1 favor personal income caxe6 ana paia
federa.. . cV- " «& cr over SO

Qy=="
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TO: The Senate Finance Committee

FROM: Susan J. Sciabbarrasi, Suptof Wrangell Public Schools
DATE: April 16,2003

RE: Educational Budget Cuts

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

A major portion of the Wrangell’s lobbying this year pertained to
educational issues because education is very important to our community.
We are asking for full funding of education. That includes all portions
including Learning Opportunity Grants (LOGS), pupil transportation, debt
reimbursement, and community schools. In addition to those specifically
mentioned in the budget, we are asking for adequate and equitable
funding overall in education to compensate for prior flat funding. Public
Education is being asked to “broaden their belts’ by constantly increasing
state and federal unfunded mandates (particularly NCLB act).

The City of Wrangell has long supported education. We impose a city level
tax rate at 7 percent that is the highest in the nation. Therefore, Wrangell has
been “tightening our belts” and increasing our taxes for years in order to
adequately fund education to the cap. Our test scores have indicated that we
have spent wisely because 84-87% of our students scored proficient or
advanced on each section the 2002 High School Qualifying Exam. The
community of Wrangell provides approximately one-third of the school
budget but they will not be able to continue at that rate with additional cuts
to the city budget. Wrangell Public Schools is cutting between $700-$900
thousand from our school staff and programs for next year. We are reducing
the certified teaching positions by 29% thereby increasing our pupil teacher
ratio and eliminating many elective classes that have proven to enrich the
guality of the student’s education.

Education was a major campaign issue and one of the top priorities for the
governor as well as many legislators. 1t’j difficult for me to believe that you
would not uphold those promises of just a few months ago and take away
our children’s educational resources. In education we ask “Is it Good for
Kids”, if it’s ‘Good for Kids’, who are our future, then it’s the right thing to
do to adequately and equitably fully fund education.

Thank you,

TOTAL P .01
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FAX TO: 907 465 S '[2*] Eva Lyn M. Casey
8480 Jewel Lake Rd.
Anbhorage, ak 99502
907 243 8530 tel.

March 16, 2003

Senate Finance Committee

State Capitol
Juneau, AK Re: FY 2004 Budget

& Longevity Bonus Program
Dear Senators:

With all the calls upon your time and iInterest by so

many worthy programs on behalf of education at all

levels, independent living for the disabled and early
intervention to improve future life for the very young.

I still must ask you not to take away the one safety net
that allows those of us who ar® anfimg the oldest— and

often In many ways neediest— Alaskans keep some i1ndependence

and dignity.

Several letters have been written and forwarded by FAX you * -
to your committee since the surprise given to us in the

March Budgetary address. |1 can only hope that the"SC- :
messages given to you iir and earlier to the House have Vot-i

received a reading.

The reason almost none of the many seniors who are able
and willing to appear in Juneau and at have not
had an opportunity to testify In the present round of
public testimony is unknown to me. It is however quite
frightening.

There are many people likef/Circumstances and physical/
medical problems present us from making personal appeals
that the monthly checks that aee a major paat of our
income not come to an abrupt end at the end of June.

We are not seeking to formally pauperize ourselves nor
to join welfare case loads. Please do not forget us.

Very sincerely,

PS: Like many 1 favor personal income taxes and paid
fedora.". . e: N tr overft7ya-
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FAX TO: 907 465 2187 Eva Lyn M. Casey
8480 Jewel Lake Rd.

Anchorage, AK 99502
tel. 907 243 8530
March 13, 2003
Senate Finance Committee
Juneau, Alaska Yes on HB 11
No on SB 117/HB 158
Dear senators:

The exchange between members of the House Special Committee
on Ways and Means, 1in particular Representative Norman
Rokoberg, and Revenue Commissioner Corbus that was part

of the meeting held April 11th was convincing. HB 11 1is

a reasonable step."i1ts productive of funds iIn FY 2004

to help offset some of the drastic cuts proposed now and
Can be part of a pian over the next months to create a
broader, less volatil source of revenue for the state.

Please don"t eliminate any of the present economic engines
that put cash into local economies, this includes monthly
thecks which cfcke it possible for many of us over 71 to
afety in our beloved Alaska and spend our iIncomes, whatever
their sources, here.

If you have any doubts about the value of the Longvity Bonus
program payments to seniors and to Alaska, please view the
K200 video tapes of extensive testimony before the Senate
State Affairs Committee. It 1s not just from recipients.

ccr House Special Committee on Ways and Means

Subcommittees on Revenue, House and Senate
Very sincerely,

E. M. Casey

P2
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FAX TO: 907 465 4156 Eva Lyn M. Casey
00 465 3452 8480 Jewel Lake Rd. #2
(907) . 465 2935 Anchorage, AK 99502

(907) 465 3532 Re: Aileyska Central School
Karen Rehfeld, Acting Commiseioner arid
Director of Educational Support Services
Department of Education
801 west 10th st, Suite 200
Juneau, AK 99801-1894

Dear Commissioner Rehfeld:

This letter is written by one of the many Alaska voters who
had not heard of ACS until 1t became so threatened iIn the
present Legislative Session. It i1s my hope that you are able
to use the influence of your department, even though it is
so beset with funding problems at all levels of education,

to delay the execution of this uniqui and valuable Alaska
educational asset.

The testimony of articulate and enthusiatic students and
their parents in support of continuing their education with
ACS has been most impressive and has caused me to learn more
about the school.

By defeating the Governor®s bill, funding AC? at Its money-
saving rate of expense for fiscal year 2004, time could be
gained to seek another sponsorshing organization or charter
status and relieve the Department of Education of the
responsibility as would appea * to be—the only reason for
the bill before the Legislature.

At present this iIs the only correspondence school whose
graduates find their credits are accepted by universities
nationwide; with courses taught by well-degreed teachers
who have written the lesson plans and who are available to
their students by telephone for individual help with lesson
work; with school work graded by the instructors, not by
parents; able to follow students being educated by mail when
they move about the state, including seasonal moves for
subsistence reasons. Comparable services are not offered
by any of the other private or district programs which may
consider ACS competition for students or dollars.

I have no personal or familial interest iIn the questions
raised other than respecting and valuing good education
for student: at all levels.

Very sincerely yours,
cc: ACS

Governor Frank Murkowski
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Rhonda M. Stuart retuart®aptalaska.net
P.O. Box 273 rstuart”server.hbad.net

Haines, Alaska 99827
907*766*2352 (voice)
907*766*2352 (msg and fax)

Dear Legdator:

Education is receiving “lip service” from everyone - but true support is not evident, As
long os legislators believe that they are “fully funding” education simply because they
are providing funding according to a formula that is sorely outdated, education will never

be truly fully funded.

| grew up In Alaska. When | was a student itwas obvious that education was
valued. Education was near the top of the state budget In allocation. Now It Is near
the bottom. Tbe funding formula has not been updated to account for Inflation or
growing expenses for so many vears that it would be laughable If twasn’'tsuch a
serious matter. Fouryears ago, | returned to Alaska for three reasons: to care for my
disabled mother, to offer my talents as a teacher to the students of my home town co |
can give back to the community and state that | love, and to return to the state that |
have always loved.

| am a library teacher that can proudly put my library program up against any program
and know that | am providing my students with a first class program that offers them
many opportunities that will h9lp them tremendously In their future. Studies show that a
teaching library program raises reading scores. A teaching library program must be
headed by a teacher that is also trained as a librarian. Students are taught vital skills
that Include Information access, research skills, and search strategies. Students also
have a specialist to turn to that reads and knows children's literature, someone that
loves reading and children and knows how to help them develop a love of reading that
will change their lives and make them lifelong readers. The teaching library program
provides classroom teachers with much needed support: opportunities to team teach
cross-curricular projects, a specialist to recommend books and watch for titles that work
well with the curriculum, etc. The teaching library program also allows teachers to
concentrate on core subjects while the library teacher covers many aspects of the
curriculum that Is tested on the state tests. This raises the level of education provided In
both the library and in the classroom.

Now | am one of many teachers that is wondering, “Why do | teach?" Why do | keep
working 50-60+ hours/ week for wages that are so low that | have not been able to
afford tne masters degree that | desperately want? In our district we have lost several
teachers In each of the last 3 years. We are all stretched so thin that we can not keep
our heads above water but we put In more and more extra hours to provide the best
education for our students despite the fact that we now have more classes to prep for,
fewer aides to, help,us, and we are now forced to do the lunch duties and duties before
and after school. We are lucky to get 15-20 minutes to eat lunch and the extra things
that we have done to help students (specialized study sessions and teacher tutoring
after school, competitive reading programs, etc.) are no longer possible. This year we
face additional cuts of 6 teachers.
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In this day of technology and information access, both of the specialists that provide this
training (library and computers) have be m cut or forced Into teaching core classes. ]f_
there Is truly to be “No Child Left Behind" every.schooLshoyld.have a specialist to.teefitL
these skills so there Is a program In place the continually builds on the foundation of
skills that is established so skills are expanded upon each year and students are given
opportunity to reach great heights of success in these classes and in their core classes.
Not only will our students be without these Important classes, but we are struggling to
find some miracle that will make it possible for the few remaining staff members to
provide adequate supervision during lunches, etc. We can no longer 9trlve for
excellence -we must strive to survive and settle for mediocre.

All of this Is happening while passing the high stake tests are becoming required for
graduation and the "No Child Left Behind" requirements are looming. How can you
expect teachers to prepare students for these tests and prepare to meet the new
requirements In "No Child Left Behind" that doesn't recognize much of our training and
experience? How can you expect teachers to do all of these things while they are
being “kicked in the teeth" on a constant basis? Teaching Is a calling. Most good
teachers teach because it Is who they are - they are dedicated to providing students
with an excellent education. Teaching Is central In our being. Now many ofjus are
being forced to find some other wav to make a living and let goofoulLcallte We will
be forced to watch our programs fall apart and see our sUidents suffer as a result.

When Iwas a child | was proud to be an Alaskan and | knew that the education that |
received was second to none. |was well prepared for college and excelled In college.
As a class valedictorian, people told me that It was a waste for me to go Into education.
They Insisted that | should be going Into medicine or law. My heart was in education. |
wanted to provide children with an excellent education.

I am no longer proud to be an Alaskan. |struggle against the urge to wish that | had
never returned to discover what had happened to education here. Ir.ni forced to look
for whatever job I can find and feel like | am “stuck” here. |feel like | am lettljig the kids
down but have no power to do otherwise.

Please throw out the crazy notion that education Is “fully funded" with the current formula.
Create a formula that will allow for the passage of time that It was neglected aM then
find a way to make sure that the formula adjusts for Inflation. Show the students,
parents and teachers In Alaska that you do care about education and that "lip service"
Is no longer acceptable.

Srcerdy,

P.
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STATE OF ALASKA
THE LEGISLATURE

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
DIVISION OF PUBLIC SERVICES

PETERSBURG LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

PHONE: 772-374-1 FAX: 772-3779
F A X T R A N S M I S S I O N
TO:
FAX: ZI$7

DATE: t 'l k-tooi

Sfilld * 7 "6
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Hello, my name Is iaurte Sergren from Petersburg. Iam the mother
of 2 amazing daughters ages 9 and 12,1am also the newest
member of our school district's board.

I would like to briefly outline to you what the current level of funding
for our schools means to Petersburg.

W e are cutting 10t! of pur certified teachers, that leaves the
remaining teachers stretched pretty thin trying to cover all the
classes we are required to offer, not to mention the classes we
would like to offer. We have been mandated to have 'highly
qualified teachers' in every classroom, however, this becomes
Increasingly difficult without the funds to keep the teachers we
have.

W e are cutting 15U or our non-certlffed staff or classroom aides.
W ith the mandates Inthe NCL9 Act sometimes and extra hot." or
two of aide time can mean the difference between showing adequate

yearly progress or not.

Although we are trying desperately to maintain high standards for
our students, our ability to provide meaningful classes is being
eroded. Our high school day will drop from 7 class periods to 6 next
year. Students will not have the variety and breadth necessary for
the same quality educational experience.

W e will no longer have full time librarians or counselors. lam not
sure how to run a school that is supposed to prepare students for
responsible citizenship and a continued life of learning with out
these very Important people. Somehow, I guess we will have to find
away.
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W e have nothing budgeted for technology for next year. Now more
than ever our students need to be fluent in the use of technology if

they wantto have a chance of making it out in the world.

W e are not replacing textbooks that are older than the children
reading them. Iguess we can rationalize that they are getting an
historical perspective when they read about the Soviet Union or
advances In medicine that are already outdated. y
W e have cut the talented and gifted program, the bilingual program,
the curriculum specialist, teaching supplies, general supplies and
activities.

W e still don't have a balanced budget.

Our operating expenses are skyrocketing. Nextyear even though we
have cut staff the cost to maintain the existing staff has risen.
Teachers salaries go up, and our mandatory contributions to the
retirement system, workmans comp, and health Insurance will cost
us an additional +80,000 next year.

W e started the year with fuel costing M.15/gal we are currently
paying M.52/gal. Itdoesn't matter how many students or tearhers
are Inthe building we still have to heat it. We are estimating
approximately 50U increases to our property and liability Insurance
That money could have funded one more teacher.

Being the new member of the board, | learn new things at every
meeting, last night during a budget work session | learned a new
term 'maintenance of effort”. We cannot show a decrease in
funding to special education because we are required by law to show
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a "maintenance of effort”. This means we are mandated to provide
services at the same level or more than last year. | believe that the
citizens of Alaska have mandated a ""maintenance of effort” when
they elected everyone In Juneau that said they support education. It
Istime that education in Alaska truly gets adequate attention and
money.

o4
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STATE OF ALASKA
THE LEGISLATURE

"EGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
(DIVISION OF PUBUC SERVICES

PETERSBURG LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

PHONE: 772-37R-1 FAX: 772-3779

F A X T R AN S M I S S 1 O N
TO:
FAX:
DATE:

MESSAGE:
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April 16, 2003

My name is Suzanne Fuqua. | am the parent of two daughters, ages 9 and 12.
| am extremely concerned at the proposed cuts to education. | feel there
are many shortcomings in what is not offered now, at existing levels of
funding, and can't imagine what else we will have to do without if further
cuts are made.

We should settle for no less than we are currently offering our students. |f
the proposed cuts are made, we will not be able to maintain what we have. |
think we need to INCREASE our budgets. Our K-12 schools have children
lose out with the cutback of TAG programs, NO music and art teachers, less
and less aids, and outdated equipment and supplies. Community schools need
to function well and serve the many people who wish or need to further their
education. The University system needs to offer enough to keep students in
the state and attract students from out of the state.

Our children are our future. We hear it said all the time, because it is true.
A country and state as rich as ours needs to take care of its citizens. All
our children should be able to go to school and receive a rich education, not a
barely adequate education, but a rich, and full, and developed education.
More of our tox dollars should go to making sure this happens across our
nation. In Alaska, maybe we need some tax dollars. | would be happy to pay
taxes if | knew the money would go to helping the children and people who
need the assistance and services.

| say no more cuts to education. Show us you are FOR our children, our
education, our future.

Sincerely,

Suzanne Fuqua

Box 633
Petersburg, AK 99833

2
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY
LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE
210 LAKE STREET, SITKA, AK 99835
Phone: 747*6276 Fax: 747-5807

Email: sitka_Lio@lIcgis.state.ak,us
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Testimony April 16, 2003
Senate Finance Committee
State Operating Budget

Good evening to you. My name ia Jerry Kainulainen. | am an Independent Living
Specialist for Southeast Alaaky Independent Living and a member of the Governor's Committee
on Employment and Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities, Thank you for this opportunity to
speak with you about the valu of independent living centers In Alaska. Independent Living
centers assist persons with itsabllitiea to live active productive lives in their communities. This
statement is the major message in the mission statements of independent living centers across
the nation, and is the basis of the Independent Living philosophy. Assistance to persons with
disabilities is accomplished by providing information, advocacy, independent living skills
training, peer support and sen/ices that allow persons with disabilities to live outside of
institutions and move toward independence and employment. It is a very cost effective program
when you look at the amount of money that is saved by persons with disabilities living in the
community versus their living In a nursing home. Four Independent Living Centers across the
state la6t year served 1805 persons with significant disabilities. 43 of those persons were living
In nursing homes and wanted to get out of them. These persons were helped to make the
transition from nursing homes to their own homes in their own communities. Depending on the
city, nursing home care costs can range up to $130,000 per person per year. Community
based services are about one third of that

It Is estimated that if the $619,000 state funds are not reinstated, two Independent living
centers in the state would have to close and the other two centers would have to drastically
reduce services, The Impact would be that 17 fewer Alaskans would be moved out of nursing
homes at an estimated cost to the state of $1.5 million dollars, and that 49 more AJaskans would

have to go Into nursing home situations at a coat of $4.4 million dollars.
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Independent Living centers are cost effective programs. The figures speak for themselves:
$619,000 or $5.9 million. | urge you to fully reinstate the $619,000 to the Independent Living
program.

Thank you.

Jerry Kainulainen, Independent Living Specialist
Southeast Alaska Independent Living

Governor's Committee on Employment and Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities
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Testimony before the Senate Finance Committee (2 minute limit)
April 15,2003

Stephen Cithers, Superintendent

Valdez City School District

SB35 The Governor's Budget

My name is Steve Cothers. 1am the Superintendent of \VValdez City Schools. Thank-you for
taking my testimony. As an educator, | hope to make a few general comments regarding the
impact of budget cuts to education.

First of all, I appreciate the Governor’s effort to contain state spending. I1fthere is waste, it
should be eliminated.

Education is not in the category of waste. My 22 */ears in Alaska education which includes
extreme rural, large district, and mid-size municipality districts allow me to say with certainty
that cai’_ution in Alaska has been trimmed to the bone. A recent poll of supcrintaidents from
around the state revealed Thai virtually every district is cutting staff and core academic programs.
Valdez, often thought of as a well-off district, has been cutting staff for two years and will
probably cut four more positions this year.

The governor has provided strong leadership in promoting No Child Left Beliind for Alaska.
That lofty and correct goal for our children must be adequately funded. My request is that all
cuts to education be restored, and that the base allocation be increased to allow for us to leave no
children behind. The base allocation in the formula should probably be at $4500 to provide
adequacy that will make Alaska an educational role model among states.

SB35 includes cuts to education in various forms including Learning Opportunity Grants, Pupil
Transportation, DEED, and School Debt Reimbursement. Make no mistake, every dollar cut
from schools reduces classroom services to children. A cut I, pupil transportation in Valdez
where wc have just begun a five year bus contract, will result in years of larger classes, less
electives, less individualized instruction and remediation, fewer and poorer instructional
materials, and less training for staff.

Most ofus voted for this administration hoping for increased economic growth in the state.
Economic growth industries in Alaskarequire skill sets developed in K-12 education. A work
force of tradesmen with strong basic skills and good work habits will be the backbone of Alaska
resource development. The alternative will be tho current trend in the oil industry of importing
commuter employees from the lower 48, who export our profits.

K-12 education is, by any measure, nsound investment Children who arc educated and
productive citizens are key to our globally preeminent society. Cutting education in an
inflationary economy means someone is paying the price. For several yean, the staff of our
schools has paid the price and are now increasingly difficult to recruit. Now | am afraid we have

come to the point where it is the children paying the price. They will pay for our lack of
adequate commitment to thejr future.

Plci»o keep the campaign promises of education, being a top priority for Alaska.
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Alaska Conference of Mayors

217 Second Street, Suite 200 mJuneau, Alaska 99801 - Tel (907)586-1325, Fax (907)-463-5480

To: Senate Finance Committee
From: Alaska Municipal League
Date: April 16, 2003

Re:  Written background testimony on the state budget - Survey of local economic crises and
consideration of the economic impact of state budget cuts.

Right now. many communities are at a critical economic crossroads. A great many communities are
facing severe local economic hardships due to depressed resource economies and local impacts
from national economic fluctuations. (See attached survey of community economic conditions.)

When local economies are stressed, jobs are lost and people leave. (For example, according to
survey data, Wrangell has lost 22% of its population since 1994, and Kodiak has recently lost 400
local jobs and five processors. Even Wasilla, which is the fastest growing area of the state, reports
flattening sales tax revenue which “will not allow the City of Wasilla to meet the demands placed
on it by the population growth.”) A smaller number of taxpayers are left to deal with fixed costs
such as school bonds, utilities, and basic infrastructure maintenance.

State reductions to programs like revenue sharing, school bond debt reimbursement, school
operations funding, etc. have a further dampening impact on local economic recovery as
communities struggle to keep local taxes affordable while maintaining services critical to residents
and businesses.

The Alaska Municipal League and the Alaska Conference of Mayors share your goal of a balanced
budget for Alaska. In fact, this has been AML and the Mayor’s top legislative priority for the past
five years. However, municipal leaders and state officials must work together to ensure that state
actions do not hinder local economic recovery.

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties



AML/Alaska Conference of Mayors

2003 M unicipal Fiscal Conditions Survey

The double hit of State cuts to municipal revenue sharing and new unfunded state

mandates, on top of severe local economic downturns
would devastate many local economies and communities

Summary of Current Fiscal Conditions already facing municipalities:

Moderate to severe local job and population loss that reduce local revenue
generating capacity;

Fewer people to pay fixed operating costs of schools, utilities, bonds, etc.
Steeply increasing operating costs for oil and other commodities/services;
Severe increases in general liability and property and health insurance, and
State provided retirement plans;

Loss of investment earnings, and

State and federal unfunded mandates.
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Haines Borough
Denali Borough
Lake & Pen. Bor
Ketchikan Bor.
Kodiak Isl Bor
Juneau Bor
Sitka Bor
Mat-Su Borough
NW Arctic Bor

. Saxman

. Kenai

. Seward

. Homer

. Kodiak

. Wasilla

. Selawik

. Wrangell

. Quinhagak
. Cordova

. Skagway

. False Pass
. Teller

. Shageluk

. Nunapitchuk
. Kotzebue

AML and Alaska Conference of Mayors
2003 Fiscal Conditions Survey

The survey was faxed 2/25/03 and responses have been received from 59 cities and boroughs. The responses indicate that most cities and
boroughs are currently experiencing a deepening economic crises and a growing need for stable state assistance to rebuild a
sustainable economy. Clearly, deep state cuts to municipal programs and increased state unfunded mandates will accelerate the
economic decline and hinder the recovery of many communities.

Economv
drastic tourism, fishing, timber loss
tourism down, Usibelli Mine large layoffs

Municipal Budget
families leaving, lost 30% of students, costs up
loss in accommodation tax

raw fish tax loss escalating, population loss state revenue sharing cuts, staff cuts, some schools closed
Loss of Ward Ccive Packing, Ketchikan Pulp, EC PbTlips, Gateway Forest Products, SE Constniction
over 400 jobs lost due to fishing downturn, lost 5 local processors. Borough & Schools down $2.2 million next FY

revenue growth less than inflation
“economy is flat? population down
economy ok

zinc prices down + loss of local jobs

loss of community hall hurt revenues
fishing downturn, loss of Kmart/otherjobs
closure coal facility; less tourism, decline
loss of students ir,, school distirct

fishing downturn, over regulation

loss of sales and sides tax

“community has hit rock bottom”

so far, job loss 30%, population loss 22%
low fish prices

fishing downturn

population loss

fishing downturn & lost processor
construction projects

economy ok

fishing downturn, lack ofjobs

economy ok

projecting significant shortfall this year, serious ifrevenue sharing cut
school shortfall due to loss of students

$1.3 million school budget shortfall and cuts to revenue sharing

Gov budget cuts Borough $Imillion more/villages lose $73,000

“cut expenses to barebones & cut 2 positions... Please No more cuts”
Kmart closure $800K tax loss, tapping reserves too much

shortfall due to insurance, fuel, declining economy, state cuts

55 teachers cut, loss of school programs

fishing tax is 60% of revenue, serious decline

can’t meet infrastructure needs of tremendous population growth
“may have to go without police protection/other essential services.”
14% deficit in General Fund, already have highest sales tax in state.
cuts in police, water, sewer

state revenue sharing cuts, low fish revenue, low earnings

school funding loss due to declining enrollment

Shortfall over $60,000 this year.

city “services at all time low”

school shortfall

school dist. $4 million shortfall; minimum wage requires pay increases
community jail loss of $328K, revenue sharing cuts



26.
27.
28.
29.
30.

Port Lions
Toksook Bay
Nuigsut
Petersburg
Alakanuk

31.Savoonga

32.
33.
34.
35.
36.
37.
38.
39.
40.
41.
42.
43.
44,
45,
46.
47.
48.
49.
50.
ol.
52.
53.
54,
55.
56.
57.
58.
59.

New Stuyahok
Houston
North Pole
Kasaan

Kake
Koyukuk
Kaktovik
Deering
Ouzinkie
Pilot Point

St. Mary’s
Aleknagik
Hoonah
Angoon
Larson Bay
Emmonak
Brevig Mission
Delta Junction
Ruby

Cold Bay
Atquasuk
Coffman Cove
Fort Yukon
Nome
Unalakleet
Huslia

Port Alexander
Bethel

fishing & timberjob loss, population loss
fish disaster, so depend on revenue sharing
downturn

local economic downturn

fishing loss; unemployment at crises high”
economy ok

Bristol Bay fishery decline

revenue sharing loss “serious impact”
need diversification

Ward Cove and timber bankruptcy

loss of timber and fishing jobs

“state funding is a vital resource”
declining oil production

economy ok

fishing downturn

fishing downturn

dependent giants to complete budget
fishing downturn, 36 permit holders in city
fishing and timber downturn

fishing downturn

cannery closed, state asst, diminishing
fishery disaster “no one seems to listen”
“caribou ran off local reindeer herds”
economy ok

losing population, costs up

fishing downturn and higher oil prices
“cuts jeopardize ...service and leadership”
timber downturn, high energy costs
economic downturn

“flat or nominal growth”

historic revenue sharing cuts, loss of “fire-police-clinics & roads”
eliminate some employees and city services

lost 20 municipal jobs m last 3 years

lower tax revenues

“lower tax revenue, unpaid bills to city”

budget shortfall

budget shortfall if revenue sharing decreased
insurance and operating costs exceed revenue
population loss, loss of school

federal funding loss, >0ss of students

city staff paid by revenue sharing

loss of school and municipal funding and jobs

city and school cutbacks

lost fish tax revenue needed to fund budget

state reduces funding and services

“people unable to pay bills with the city”

loss of tax revenue, population - “maintenance and safety issues”
more state/federal unfunded mandates

budget shortfall due to lower fish tax, less PCE, higher fuel costs
cut employees, unpaid utility bills up, can’t cut revenue; sharing
shortfall because we are “shouldering more responsibility”

no shortfall

revenue sharing critical, may “lose school and ...population”

loss of fish taxes and state grants, need $100K to replace water well
school district budget cuts

50% of spending this year was reserves

teacher cuts, “rural communities cannot survive (big state) cuts”
school district chronically underfunded

oil costs “devastating impact,” insurance up 66% this year, lower sales tax revenues

costs of services keep going up

“families here balance, no matter how precariously”

“at a cross-road that could go eiiher way”

state cuts so “we the people suffer the consequences.”
city operates on volunteerism, school shortfall.
current shortfall S467K, could go to S700K next year w/no state cuts.



Spiraling Local Economic Decline
In Many Communities Caused by Job Loss, Skyrocketing
Operating Costs, and Accelerating Decline in State Shared
Revenues with Communities and Local Taxpayers

Population Loss
fewer people to pay
back bonds, fixed



flow Spiraling Local Economies Hinder Economic Recovery

5)>sults

Steadily Rising Local

Taxes that hinder economic
recovery by discouraging business

More Costly Utilities,
Low Quality Schools
& public services

encourage more people to leave
and discourage new business.

Weak Private Sector
can’t support

economic recovery

Weaker banking, construction, and
other business services.



.FEB-2S-03 17i3 FROM* CitK Of Haines ID* 907 7GB 3179 PAGE
* VW LV |1 m Ml HHVVK nw* TV'Td oo 1|

TO: HAINES - - AROMAK MUNAPAL LTEAGLE
f\LAj K
MUTJIi".
/ \ = IEmGUE 217 Second SUwt, Suite 200 * Juneau, Alaska 99601

Tel (907) 586-1325 » Fan $07) 463-5480 » www.akml.Ofg

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Plcaae return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for
cuts now intho Governor’s budget. Cats could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in tho state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would tike to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent  1//nc€. {{gviSfAn Title PIon/uj.o'f

Name of Municipality Halves 3crr& ty/\

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? l\ll_o Y esj/Ifyes, please discus?
tho cause and extent. -no'jft

e f ufi&t, ship Wh'h tk=Jyear. RI*Lu**A /lihz*i'es re*Se*UCC. DtyJidvr*
" -h) iVIIA

cure, ro (ar*Ajr OAj<uo (™ a n d A mx/&s
A*X0« A 'ftuu Carfrx”rv*

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this

coming year? No Yesj/lfyes, please discuss the cause and extent. J <Ys
[is ddavz, 30yp CeJrcXtrt\ th sfud&n/s o™ /f Jas  ryv#
yenr'd yylik I'rfovd sn scdun/t. Zcdes

bJALtss+s < re up filnS<gmwuA.. A?2\).
A(S0 <tHit+£jpC C | n fzci\ To<

Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of tbe National League of Cities and tbe National Association of Counties

1
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-TO:DENALI EOR AROMAK MUNAPAL |TEAGLE
ALASKA
MUNICIIHAI
B league 217 Second Street, Suite 200 ¢ JuneaulLAlaska 99801

Tel (907)585-1325 * Fax (907) 463-5400 + www.akml.org

To: M zhak/or and Council/Assembly
& Nd

nager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kovin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re. 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the tabic" for
cuts now in the Ciovemor’9 budget. Cuts could rise to the level or elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities, 'lhereforc, AML would like o present the Governor with infonnation on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondentd P # \/e (<?<Kk?y Title a¥y d '
Name of Municipality MOt/t '&Y'dU .crJl «

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Y es”flfyes, please discuss
the cause arid extent. h 's>// '/m -J-gtJv',sat /A U X heprS -

/tjQ wsdr. e inyhskin/ry j (J s hre i dewxitftiwmiie;, u.

6ni.f-'(\-fyci” avid & J * /[<>iy e

2. s your municipal government or school district anticipating abudget shortfall this
coming year? No_,, _Ycs/*n yes,please discuss the cause and extent.

hi< /L ja T.akju& m J'ifferl-i nor-

icM m

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP

Thank You!

Member of the National League ot Cities and the National Association of Counties
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To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director

Date: February 24.2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on th* table” for
cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cats could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with infonnation on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to till out this survey

Name of Respondent Lsko ond Peninsula Borough
rosh AL -
Name of Municipality  King Samon. Alaska $9613 ty

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yesl / Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent.

A LIAIS rv g<iA; fjst* tkm /fey
Sm 7s~ -fzZc'& x
b>ss OF y [ 5 Jix n

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No__Yesj/Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent

S5-TAT r FZajA c#

T&n,. 7> ujkd | Cu-rS w

£>ckg>h c/oc#0 due? /» Srt/Ir"T

Please FAX TO AMIL ato907-463-5480 ASAP

Thank You!

Member of the National League ot Cities and me National Association of Counties
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|1 f H M J 217 Second Street, Suite 200 + Juneau?Alaska 99801,
Tel (907) 586-1326 « Fax (907) 463-5460 + www.akml.org

To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly NNt
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk  f
Frv'o;  Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director |/Un*-»

Date:  February 24,2003
Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

MumuPNI,re enueshanngqg]d other progra sto,su[t) oﬁ um?gah les.are “on the tabl(i” or
cuts now, inthe Governor's udget. Cuts coold rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community Inthe state. Such cuts could be esa{)e_ualrlx
devastating to_local governments and economie$ on top of the fiscal crises alreaay facing many
?om unities, Therefore, AMLI_WouId Ike to present t e_GovernO{ilethformanon on the

Iscal condlitions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to till out this survey.
Name ofReanondent /3 /u; €. Title DtvteJw
Name of Municipality 3 thi<ytc*[ k
1. Is your community facing an economic dpwntura7 NoX |fyes, please discuss
thé cause and extent, 7
-fo lyjtA-fZ- NMuhy\

2. Is your mumci sbcoyenunent or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No£Y g/ Ifyes, please discuss the cauae and extent. z fi-v-/~<L

/IS M JutdS-z % JuudL fyudirctM alt
W IsC jfr J)0EE/U baj "Mij me-yytlC» - J K »
t JZ/xjj& dz

Pleasel iTO AML at 907-4635480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member ot the National League ot Cities and the National Association of Counties
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Betty Svensson

From: Pat Carlson [pcarlson@Kkib.co.kodiak.ak.us]
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2003 1:36 PM

To: betty@akml.org

Subject: RE: Rev sharing alert

Hi Betty and Kevin, this .is quick and dirty so let me know if you need more. Thanks Pat
Carlson

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director

Date: February 24, 2003
Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are "on the table"
for cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination tnat
would have serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be
especially devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises
already facing many communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with
information on the fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill
out this survey.

Name of Respondent Pat Carlson Title Manager
Name of Municipality Kodiak Island Borough
1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes_X If yes, please discuss

the cause and extent.
The area has lost over 400 jobs due to fishery declines, school enrollment is down

and 5 of our local processors have gone out of business just in the last two years.
For example only 60% of the salmon fleet fished this year, they
caught more fish than the prior year and yet they were paid 66% less.

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Yes X If yes, please discuss the cause and extent.

Next years borough budget is short by .6 million at this time and the preliminary KIBSD
budget is

down in excess of 1.6 million.

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!
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J A CITY/BOROUGH OF JUNEAU
ALASKA'S CAPITAL CITY

WA S
- Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to SUPPOIt municipalities are “on the table” for
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on die
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Rcspun  nl: John MacKinnon Title: Interim City Manager
Name of Municipality: City and Borough of Juneau

1. Isyour community facing an economic downturn? No  Yes X Ifyes, please
discuss the cause and extent.

For the past 6 years our community has been on the edge of an economic down turn.
Between 1997 and 1998 there has been a signilicant decline in ihe per capita income in
our communily. Between calendar 1993 and 1997 (4 years) our gross business activity
expanded at nearly 8% per annum. Between calendar 1997 and 2001 (4 years) our gross
business sales growth has averaged just over 1% per annum. This dramatic growth
decline, to less than the inflation rate, has placed a significant economic burden on our
community. The City and Borough of Juneau, working with the Juneau Economic
Development Council and other local business groups, has worked diligently to try and
find ways to stimulate economic development. While we hgve seen significant growth in
some sectors such as tourism, the economic value added by this seasonal industry has not
offset the economic losses in other year round areas.

It is extremely important for the continued well being our community that we not
experience any additional negative economic impacts. Material reductions in year round
jobs could spell the difference between economic stability and an economic recession.

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Yes X Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent.

155 So. Seward Street, Juneau, Alaska 99801 -1397
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This year we are projecting a fairly significant budgetary shortfall. This is due to no
material growth in our property assessments and sales tax revenues combined with the
increased cost of providing services. Flat economic growth combined with increases in
delivering public service, have resulted in continuous pressure to re luce spending levels.
This has made it difficult to maintain acceptable levels of critical public service. Each
year the Assembly has been forced to make trade-off decisions between basic public
service (Streets, Parks and Rec., Libraries, etc), public safety (Police and Fire) and/or
educational.

This year the School District and Police Department are requesting significant increases
in funding. While our departments have implemented operational efficiencies, they stiJl
need some funding increases just to maintain service levels. For example, the cost of
heating fuel has risen more than 20% in just the past two months. Unless the Assembly
chooses to increase the mill levy (noting we are within 1.6 mills ofa 12-mill levy cap) it
is likely we will need to reduce service levels. This reduction assumes that the State
maintains the FY 04 State Shared Revenue and Safe Communities Program at the FYO03
funding levels and no cost of living increases are granted for our employees.

Ifthe SSR and Safe Communities programs are eliminated we will be looking at very
serious budgetary shortfall. Material reductions in state support will likely result in both
service level declines and property tax increases. Service reductions significant enough
to absorb the loss in State revenues would no doubt be considered unacceptable. To fully
absorb a SSR and Safe Communities reduction it is likely we would need to take
significant reductions in funding for both public safely and education.

Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480 ASAP
Thank You!

F-782
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217 Scoond Street. Suite 200 miuneau. Alaska 99801

Tel (007) 586-1325 « Fix (907) 463-6480 « wwww.afanl.org

To.  Mayor ar/wd CounlciI/A?slerlnbly RECEIVED
& Manager/Finance Dlrector/Clerlc
From: Kevin Ri?chie, Executive Director FEB 2 5 208

Date: February 24,2003 W

Re: 2003 Mnnicinal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to,support municipalities.are _“on the table* for
cuts now in the Governor's budget Cuts could rise to the |€V€i of elimination that woald have
serious financial |mpacts 0N EVErY eommenalty In tha state. such cuts could he especially
devsstating to local governments and economies on top of tha fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with InformatJB on the
fiscal conditions Ofmunicipalities. Plesse take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent J a
Name of Municipality /via-Lakt~i kj, - 51 f

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No X Yes  Ify«, please discuss
thé cause and extent.

2. 1s your municipal government or school district anticipating abudget shortfall this
coming year?No ~ Yes  Ifyes. please discuss the cause and éxtwt,

A-

1ZN"

urges' A At

Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of tha Natiooal League of Cities and the National Association of Counties


http://www.afanl.org
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To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From; Kevin Rifchie, Executive Director
Date. February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “0n the table” for m
CUES now in the Governor’s budget. CUtS could rise t0 the level 0f elimination that would have
serions financial impacts on every community In the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of tha fiscal crises already faeing many
communities, Therefore, AML would like to present the GOvernor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey

Name of Respondent TTrte™  Title
Name of Municipality A
1. Is your community feeing an economic downturn? No _Yes  Ifyes, please discuss
thé cause and extent. fits T PfArcaf QuT qua 9
£%, T*"r*~J TrC-Al_ & c uut** cr
r/PPwWin | C*

2. Jsyour municipal government or school district anticipating a budgeLshortfall this
coming year? No ~ YesjXffyes. please discuss the cause and éxtent, ~ po VX. ticLz-

jIrfST-

Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480 ASAP
Thank YOU!

Member or the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties


http://www.akml.org
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2t7 Second Street. 3ult« 200 » Juneau. Alaska 99801,
Tel (907) 506-1325 « Fax (907) 463-5480 « www.akml.org

To.  Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director

Date; February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Mnnicipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return A$aP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table" for
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination thatwould have
serious financial Impacta on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating lo local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with Information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent Tide.

Name ot Municipality

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes *"Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent.

<r

-'Jd N —/ J—

2. Jsyour municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Yes Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent. /rf/iyA~sJ

a+JL *7JL

Please FA X TO AM L at907-463-5480 ASAP

Thank You!

Member of the National League of Citiea and the National Association of Counties


http://www.akml.org

. N .
o0 . B 042008 035 L
TO : S AXMAN— . :IOV>\ M- ICl24_ LEASIE
ALASKA
MUNiCIHAI
H LEAGPE 217 Second Street. Suite 200 » Juneau. Alaska 93&Q1

Tel (907) 585-1325 * Fix (907) 463-5*d0 « www.aKml.org

Ta Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Dimtor/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASaP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs o support municipalities are “on the tablel for
cuts new inthe Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that -would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on tap or the fucal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to preser.: the Governor with Information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill OULt thiS survey.

Name of Respondent 't _Title  /iutu
Name of Municipality ~ fa h1i Sou/,

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Y esj/If yes, please discuss
tho cause and extent. K$5 a-M /» [4*]]

-J SeijP.rt-_ASnfacf m DUA. 4
AJrrr. red& w UP, . 'iht,pr~rJ 0)<2zl /1N A —
pAdJ;hinng J*jrido % 7

A jU%iuajloL W LtC tcku'iy NEuSpi< A
2. s your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall fju Adsicd ',
coming year? No Ycsj tfyes, please discuss the cause and extent.

5 oJxru”™., h)t. ”.cujuu £> C MA
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AX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP

Memoer of tne National League of CitJe3 and tne National Association of Counties

£ ‘AlaytA.
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To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly
_ & Manager,/Finance_D|regtor/CIerk
firom; Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director

Date: | ebniary24,2003

Re: 2001 Municipal Fiscal Condition! Survey- Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to supportmunicipalities are a~a the table” for
cuts now, inthe Governor’s budget Cute could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every communit mthes}aﬁe. Fuchcutscould bg ets;)euam/
devastating to local governments and economies on top ofthe fiscal crises already cmg any
communitigs, Therefore, AML would Jike to present the Governor with infonnation on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to Ul out this survey.

Name ofRcspondent Se&rter0s. Title
Name of Municipality c'fy &P
1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No  Yes k 1fyes, please discuss

thé cause andextént &u  f'r. *ly
C S#HI?! K& Pl-a ¢’
riAM jburjCeeM PailS’ y [P?0 <
ITr'sC/A"9 M ert/f fjalcerTe r*Ajr-rhic<

2. 1s your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No__Yesjc Ifyes, pleate discuss the cause and extent.

Bu.p9€-&~* g_S eS ~*i/CS-eo>srs<jp- f& /ce szfdfr
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Please FAX TO AML at907-4635480ASAP
Thank You!

Member or tna Nations League of Cities and the National Association of Counties


http://www.lKmI.org
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To;  Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/finance Director/Clerk
From; Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey-Please return ASAP
Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to.support municipalities are *on th* table- for
cuts mg\)/vmthe Governor s budget. C%tsgcould rlseFt)g the Ieve? gfellmlnatlon that woulé have
serlousf|nanC|aI| acts on ever commumt Intha state. Such cuts could be especial n¥
deval uatlngto caI overnments an economics on tap of the fiscal crl?]es alread fcm% thany
e

ComMUnItIes, T erefore, AML would Jike to present the Governor, wi mfonn tion o
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take &few minutes to fill out this survey.

Namis o f Respondent

Name of Municipality S

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No  Yes_X. Ifyes, pleasedlscuss
tho cause and cxténi.e&*~/»ut” t~

Jersz ~i> 9& Srl

gffrLo JStJ/L

Is j'our municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
commgyear?No YeaXIfves. please discuss the cause and extent “O*rfNg-V

res- X L —

“Abu.Se”r-"eU M |

Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480ASa P
Thank You!

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties


http://www.akml.org

Mar-09-03  0240pm  FromClty of Sward 224-4038 T971 P.001/002 F-583
TTLYT]-I; lo &E W A R D ' FROM.-AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE
ALASKA
_ MUNICIPAL )
V. M i m LEAGUE 217 Second Street, Suite 200 » Juneau. Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 585-1325 - Fax (907) 463-5480 + www.akml.0f0
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To.  Mayor a?d Council/As/sIenl:bly FEB 2 5 2003
& Manager/Finance Birector/Cler
ORY R REALE

From: Kevin Ritchie,})Executive Director
Dale: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Mnnicipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for
cuts now, inthe Governor’s budgac Cuta could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to_local ?ov?rnments and ?,conomles on top ofthe fiscal crises alread ,facm% many
%_ommumne_s,T ereforcl AML would like to present the Governoy, with information on the
iscal conditions of municipalities, Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name o f Respondent iN &g ft Title flirruvifi, gjry m aal KGEfI-

Name o fMunicipality CLTY 0f sgwARO

L. 1s your community facing an economic downturn? No  Yes X 1fyes, please discuss
the cause and extent.

..... avu azxtiuite L > _

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year?No vesk Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent.

AfdISvSu MC cdbbctdyjed”

Please FAX TO AML at 907635480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Countiea


http://www.akml.OfO
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City of Seward - Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey
Page Two

Is vour community facing an economic downturn?

Seward has seen a decline in the economy over the past two years, especially during the winter
months. A number of local businesses are closing during the winter season, which has had an
adverse impact on local jobs and has resulted in reduced taxable sales and reduced sales lax
revenues. The threatened closure of the coal export facility will have an impact on year-round
jobs and a negative impact on the export of Alaska’s natural resources. Rising fuel costs and the
poor condition of portions of the Seward Highway are causing some cruise ships to consider
moving their operations outside of Seward, which will have a serious impact on the summer
economy of Seward, in tenns ofjobs, taxable sales, and spinoff business.

Is vour municipal government anticipating a budget shortfall this coming year? If Yes, please
discuss the cause and extent

The City of Seward has requested an increase in the local sales tax rate from 3% to 4% to address
this year’s budget shortfall of approximately $1.5 million. The sales tax will generate
approximately half of the $1.5 million shortfall, with the remaining shortfall addressed through
cost cutting measures. The 1% sales tax increase is being challenged by a referendum vote to be
held on April 8. The budget shortfall is the result of a combination of substantial cuts to State
funding, fixed cost increases which the City cannot avoid (such as fuel and insurance), and the
overall condition of the economy which has resulted in a considerable decline in annual
investment income, as well as a leveling off of revenue growth.

Since 1991, State reductions in revenue sharing and safe communities funding amou.t to a loss
0 0.51% of a local sales tax, or 1.77 mills of property tax. Annual increases in insurance costs
over the last 3 years alone, amount to 0.78% of a local sales tax, or 2.7 mills of property tax. The
loss of interest earnings amounts to 0.27% of local sales tax or 1 mill of property tax.
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To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the stale. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent Mary Calhoun Title City Clerk
Name of Municipality City of Homer

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No  Yes Ifyes. please discuss
the cause and extent.

2. Isyour municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Yes x Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent. School dlIstrict

cue of 55 teachers, <classroom activities, particularly Spanish

Resolution 03-30 attached.

Please FAX TO AML at907-463-5480 ASAP

T hank Y ou!
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CITY OF HOMER

HOMER, ALASKA
LADD

RESOLUTION 03*30

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER,
ALASKA, ENCOURAGING THE STATE OF ALASKA TO
PROPERLY SUPPORT THE KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH
SCHOOL DISTRICT THROUGH CHANGING THE STATE
FOUNDATION FORMULA TO MORE FAIRLY REFLECT
THE PENINSULA’S UNIQUE GEOGRAPHY. CULTURAL
NEEDS, AND RESULTING IN -KENAI PENINSULA
STUDENTS HAVING THE SAME OPPORTUNITY AS OTHER
ALASKA STUDENTS TO MEET CONTENT AND
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS.

WHEREAS, the State of Alaska has adopted content and performance standards that
represent what Alaskans want students to know and be able to do as a result of their public

schooling, and

WHEREAS, standards adopted in December, 1995 have shifted educational emphasis
from what goes into our education system to what comes out of it. and

WHEREAS, the opportunity for a student to successfully achieve an Alaska educational
standard is dependent upon his or her time and energy dedicated toward learning as well as
support from family, educators, community, the Kenai Peninsula Borough, and the State of
Alaska, and

WHEREAS, students within the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District, including all
public students in the Homer area are placed at a distinct disadvantage due to an unfair State of
Alaska foundation formula used to calculate the distribution of funds to schools throughout die
Kenai Peninsula, and

WHEREAS, Peninsula schools are costly to operate, staff, and maintain due to the Kenai
Peninsula Borough’s unique geography encompassing remote locations and schools accessible
only by water or air, and

WHEREAS, the cosr differential within die State of Alaska educational foundation
formula only slightly recognizes this difference from Anchorage at a ratio of 1.004, and

WHEREAS, projected revenue based upon the 1.004 ratio provides about 39.8 million
from the State and limits the Borough’s local share to about 31.1 million, and
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Page Two
Resolution 03-30
City of Homer

WHEREAS, the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District has a FY 04 budget shortfall
of 2.9 million after laying off 52 teachers across the district, raising the tcacher/pupil ration by
three in every grade over third grade, and staffing reductions will negatively impact curriculum
offerings such as The reduction of Spanish at Homer High School, and

WHEREAS, the loss of the Spanish program at Homer High School is in direct conflict
with the State of Alaska content standard stating that, “a student should be able to communicated
in two or more languages, one ofwhich is English,” and

WHEREAS, “a student should possess the language skills and cultural knowledge
necessary to participate successfully in multilingual communities and the international market
place,” and

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF HOMER RESOLVES THAT:

1. The City of Homer supports recent legislative fact finding in ihe American Institutes for
Research report advancing the position that the educational foundation formula cost ratio
for the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District be changed from 1.004 to 1.03, and

2. This resolution in support of a changed educational foundation formula as identified by
the American Institutes for Research be adopted to provide reliefto public education and
approximately a 1.4 million dollar increase to die KPBSD’s state portion and about a
$300,000 increase to the local effort portion, and

3. The City of Homer initiate dialog with Homer High School/ Kenai Peninsula Borough
School District, UAA —Kachemak Bay Branch, Kachemak City. Anchor Point, and local
nonprofit organizations to explore other alternatives to maintaining curriculum at Homer
High School should this legislature not take the necessary and basic measures necessary
to insure equal funding for education on d Kenai Peninsula, and

4. The City of Homer encourages other Kenai Peninsula Borough communities to enact
similar resolutions of support of education and to submit approved resolutions to the
Legislature for consideration.

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE HOMER CITY COUNCIL this 24th day of

February, 2003.
CITY OF HOMER
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To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritcnie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “0n the table” for
CULS now in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities, Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with infonnation on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent  L.iOrc="y— Title CL,\Tl
Name of Municipality >V—

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No___ YesJ*[f yes, please discuss
the cause and extent.
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2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this

coming year? No_Y esJi If yes, please discuss the cause and extent.
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Please FA X TO AML ato9o07-463-5480 ASAP

Thank Y ou!
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To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,7 3

Re: 2003 Municipal a cal Conditions Survey- Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on tbe table” for
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial Impacts on every community in tbe state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with infonnation on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

N

4
Name of Respondent” Title

Name of Municipality \h /A J)/J}vs\

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No  Yes_if Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent.

fse-e. g-/-12 chA A

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No YesE_ Ifyes, please discuss the cause xtent.

CS-C-e.af-/ i-;J.] j

Please FAX TO AM L at907-463-5480 ASAP

Thank You!

Member or me National League of Cities and tne National Association ot Counties

01
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Feb-28-03 08:28 CITY OF WASILLA

1

CITY OF WASILLA

290 East Herning Avenue «W asilla «Alaska «99654-7091
eTelephone 907-373-9070 « Fax 907-373-9085

Is your community facing an economic downturn. YES
Explanation: The downturn in collections of sales tax in Fiscal Year 2003 indicates that

economic downturn that is affecting the lower 48 and Alaska is affecting the City of
Wasilla’s economy.

Is your municipal government or School district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? YES

Explanations: The City of Wasilla has experience tremendous population growth over
the past two years (15%). This growth has placed substantial demands on the City of
Wasilla in the areas of public safety, utilities and infrastructure demands. The growth in
sales tax has nearly flatten out this year so that the City of Wasilla’s revenue will not
allow the City of Wasilla to meet the demands placed on it by the population growth.
The budget snortfall wil great affect the ability of the City of Wasilla to invest
in infrastructure needed (road, water and sewer) and its ability to meet the public safety

concerns of its citizens.
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To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly

& l\/_Iana?er_/Finance_Dire_ctor/CIerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date:  February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal, revenue sharing and other program to support municipalities are “on tbe table” for
cuts now. in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that woald have
serioaa financial Impacts o0a every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local ?ovemments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities, Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with infonnation on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent ("0 V Title AAImil
Name of Municipality O

1. Is your community facing ax"cjmomic downturn? No Y es™ If yes, please discuss
thé cause and cxtcniOLy r

5 <?2CKs Ik hef .TL1CPh 4nratl fc
d™..-Q* kxnL
ua. pjv& Q DI y __uilk cxJr fj ljc*_

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No -~ YesX Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent.
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Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member ot the National League ot Cities and the National Aaeodatkxi of Counties
FEB-25-2003 TUE 04:25PM Tn:
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To. Mayor and Council/Assembly

Ac Manager/Finance Dire.ctor/Clcrk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Dale: February 24, 2003

Rc:  20<v* Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could he especially
devastating to local governments and economics on top of tbe fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to till out this survey.

Name Of Respondent  Roberc S. Prunella Title city Manager

Name of Municipality  urangpii

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes x Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent. See Attached

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No YcsJK If yes, please discuss the cause and extent.

See ACCachcd

Please FA X TO AML ato907-463-5480 ASAP

Thank You!
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2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey

1. Wrangell’s economy has been in a downward spiral since 1994 when Alaska Pulp
Corp. closed ils doors. Atthat time, the communily lost, not only its latest direct
employer - 250 jobs, but also all associated support service jobs. The communities’
payroll earnings have dropped over 30% which translates to 10-12 million dollars.
Our population, since 1995, has declined approximately 22%. The community is
continuing to see business closures, lost revenues, and family departures. The loss of
the timber industry, Silver Bays’ bankruptcy, and the uncertainties of the seafood
industry will have further negative implications for Wrangell.

2. A. FYO04 School budget begins with a 5736,000 deficit and does not lake into
account these cerlilied/tcnurcd staffare being paid from grant funds (Title I, Title V,
Quality Schools, Comprehensive School Reform). This deficit is due to a decline in
student enrollment (below 425) resulting in decreasing from a 3-school to 2-school
site and anticipated increased insurance costs.

To meet this deficit, the district will he reducing programs and staff by nine (9)
certified teaching positions plus one middle school principal/teacher from the FY03
certified staffof 34. That is a reduction 0f26.4% of the certified staff. There arc also
reductions in classified staff, travel, student supplies, and equipment.

13. In the City of Wrangell’s draft 2003-2004 budget wc show a deficit budget of
$548,000 in the General Fund, which represents 14% of the total General Fund
Budget. This is equivalent to 5.65 mills. We have had big increases to costs for
Insurance (110%), Group Health (14%), our PF.RS rate (71%), and fuel prices. At the
same time our sawmill is filing a Chapter 11 bankruptcy owing the city over
$165,000 and may not open for some time. In addition, our second largest non-
government employer, Wrangell Seafood’s is trying to reorganize so they can
continue to operate. Wrangell has a 10 mill properly lax Tate and the largest sales lax
rate ii the state at 7%. Any additional reductions in State funding will drastically add
to the dilemma of maintaining existing services without tax increases. Our utilities
(Water, Scwcr, Sanitation, and Electricity) arc also struggling. Wrangell recently has
constructed both a Water Treatment Plant and a Wastewater Treatment Plant to
comply wilh current regulations. Unfortunately, our population is declining because
of lack ofjobs and that fixed cost is now spread over fewer people, which drives up
the cost per person. We also have the problem of people withoutjobs that can not
pay their utility bills.
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T Mayorand Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Mnnicinal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for
CUS now in the Governor’s budget, CULE could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the State. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Govarnor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent £ Yaa | [J1/] Title
Name of Municipality

1 Is your community facing an economic ldownturn? No Y esj/ Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent. X </ PS'/rt <«

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Y es” Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent.

cll s fculJ

Please FAX TO AML at 9074635480 ASAP
Thank You!  * j V-fir -feMX A

fX>2> 2~7, 7

S 4 - : . : - ,
Member ol the National League ot Cities and me National Association ot Counties
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217 Second Street, Suite C  Juneau™Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 566-1325 » Fax (907 463-5480 ¢ vwww.akml.org

To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Mauager/FiiUDce Dlreclor/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Dote: February 24,2003

re:  200: Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please <turn ASaP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs lo support municipal ties are “oa the table” for
owt$ now in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of Aimfnation that would have
serious financial impacts on every communily Inthe state. Such uts could be especially
devastating lo local governments and economies on top of the fiscal, arises already facing many

communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the. Governor | nth Information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fil out this survey.

Name of Respondent, Title t~/V /| % AN oS’
Name of Municipality / 0 { CA>rm00 <

1 Isyour communily facing an,economic downturn? No Yc Ifyes, please discuss
tho ciUisc and extent.

2. Jsyour municipal government or school district anticipating abudget shortfall this
coining year? No Y cSj/liffwes, please discuss the cause and extent.

yIXA NI

Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480 ASAF
Thunk You!

Mon.t rof the National League ot Cities and the National Aa icclat/on ot Counties
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217 Second Street, Suite 200 > Juneau, Alaska 99801

Tel (007) 586-1325 + Fax (307) 46346400 » wiwakinloe

T Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February' 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Pteasc return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are M i the table” for
cuts now in the Governor's budget, Cats could rise to tbe level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community In the state. Such cuts could he especially
devastating to local governments and economitt on top ofthe fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a fewminutes to fill out this survey. —

Name ofRcspondcnt \~JaqlA Title. d\7y M/\*a GEEL

Name of Municipality

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No  Yes_” Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent. nn/2 IS

mEN>STCW-4L - ygA/l lo-WQ oy~ 7 AMO e

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No_ Y es” Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent -NA€ 0 -070 |

IS r*cfAJA C M SLEia®M”", DSMJ&T

I*~| S7SX7& [Z2g"QfrrC 2>1 M &*P -?t)Er7 SIOSTT

SE s-ier S"Mr-CA<:. *nOr/wW idW

r/JAT D/F ("e”-rfAL <moD\> n-"Pbrr U&L,

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463 A30ASAP
Thank You!

Member ol the National League ol Cities and Ihe National Aeaodatlon of Counties
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m LFAGUE 217 Second Street, Suite 200 » Juneau, Alaska 99801

Tel (907)506-1325 « Fax (907) 463-5400 * www.akml.org

To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re. 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey-Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” For
cuts now in the Governor's budget, Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state, Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutej to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent vJgLk  A-/*clc”ls Title I tje~/C ‘1, AJukU
Name of Municipality Q. x f 0o'P 'Tkss

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Y ea” Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent. /* X uf d dcrric™ly, re.hd

JaV. & i)sd AK
o hd s M o~

less 4> oP&rde-.

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Yes”™(Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent. /f-S 'ft £ Ja lu «£_

o f A, ? Ctvx_f( p roc {kps' $ -k.'f-tcJ)u”r, M iJ-iel/pd
i el tTUWY » car fT/ay luvc C./osed) S o
jU e revHquAS O”-rt ClerKa. Noc<l] Lot.//=XZ~Inp*c/ [/h Zoo0'S
15 luore 10\QQ& /0s7~ Feuer/m ¢t ~Rudiae/ s'/tor/d//

of A-cfl} 'Ir? of eMMH af fy~rcd vy :

?Leaa[‘]ske $0Au>|( TO AML at 907 ASAP 5eg, cL{f&Ct*A >N | tae<nf

Member of the National League of Cities and Ihe National Association of Counlies
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C ity of False P ass

P.O. Box 50 « False Pass, Alaska 99583*0050
Telephone (907)548-2319 « Fax (907) 548*2214

Date: February 12, 2003
To: Bering Pacific Seafood Board ofDirectors
From: John Nickels, Mayor

Subject: impacts of BPS closure to False Pass

The closure of Bering Pacific Seafood has had a very significant impact on the
community of False Pass, particularly in revenues received by the City. The following
figures represent annual losses of revenue that until recently have come to the City from
BPS activities. To put this loss of revenue into perspective, the City expects to finish this
fiscal year with expendilures totaling approximately $519,500 and income totaling
$456,400, resulting in a $63,000 deficit, which will be covered with reserves. This is
after significant cuts have already been made to our budget, and next fiscal year will
probably require reduction in the services and benefits provided, and perhaps an increase
in some rates to avoid a similar deficit.

Electric Utl|lty Sales of electric power have averaged $5,218 per $39,000
month, or approximately $62,000 per year. Approximately

$23,000 of this revenue would pay for fuel, leaving a $39,000

loss of revenue to the City.

Water Utl|lty The commercial rate for water is $400 per month, 4,632
or $4,800 per year. This is adjusted using the residential rate now

being paid by BPS

Langt}i)ll. The commercial rate for use of the landfill is $400 per month 3,840
while operating, and $100 per month when temporarily closed. Eight

months operating and four months closed would total $3,900. This is

adjusted using the residential rate now being paid.

Wharfage. Revenue from BPS freight and product crossing the City 20,047
dock over the last year.

Moorage. Assuming the Dipper is in False Pass only four months in 8,517
2003, eight months ofthe 2003 fee will not be realized.

Fish Tax (local). For the last four quarters, BPS paid $18,760 collected 18,760
from fishermen selling raw fish to the processor.
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State Fish Tax. Estimated using above sales volume. Does not include 7,035
State Shared Fisheries Tax that would result from these fish sales.

Sales Tax. Based on the estimated reduction in local store sales and fuel 1,680
purchased by BPS.

Total $103,511

There are numerous other impacts to our community resulting from the closure of BPS.
The Tribal Council will no longer receive rent from their warehouse, and will have to
find other uses, or renters for the building. At least two individuals will have to find
other renters for their houses. One has been shut down and winterized for lack ofa
tenant, and the other is rented, but at a reduced rate. One local family that depended on
BPS for employment has left the community because of the closure. The nearest market
for cod fisheimen is now King Cove. The availability of marine freight and air
transportation service that increased because of BPS has returned to former levels. The
expertise of BPS engineering staffto help residents troubleshoot problems with boat
engines, generators, refrigeration and other equipment will no longer be available.

It is understandable that as BPS reconfigures to a shore based operation that the business
will be far different than what it has been. Revenues received by the City from a “new”
BPS may well not look like the above list, but clearly there will be economic benefit that
our communily desperately needs. The point | would like to impress on BPS board
members is that the City of False Pass has lost a large portion of its normal operating
revenues as the value ofwild salmon has declined. Bering Pacific Seafood has been
filling that gap, but no longer is. It is imperative that economic de>elopment takes place
soon ti avoid problems maintaining the viability of our community. While it is important
to plan future BPS development carefully, for our community time is critical.
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To. - Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Financa Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director

Date: February 24,2003

Re:  20U3 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Server - Pleaie return ASAP

Municipal revci.ue sharing and other programs to support municipalitiei are - on the tabl#** for
cuts no* in the Govemor’i budget. Cuta could riit to tho level of sihalutloB that would have
icrloui financial Impacts on every community intho state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Govornor with Information on the
fiscal cunditloni of municipalities. Please take a fewminutes tofill out this survey.

Name of Respondent_ Jffie A uyn.
Name of Municipality T e C

1 Is your community facing an economic downtur Ifyes, please discuss
the ciute and extent.

a hew J*kooj » olWr- j >

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming ycaxTRo™ Yea Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent.

lyut-W. SXrv? um. or>Ip

vaJlvd w e 5gr\A)o< pnrvithJ . 1JTL.

VArA<rawQl Ck\L'd' Cwv a/l

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP

Thank Youl

Member of the National League of Cities and tho National Aesoclatlon of Countlaa
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1. Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASaP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the tabic” for
cuts now inthe Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AMI. would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent C f\ tc.tfr, Title Q i d101&
Name of Municipality "~ ry x *'jx u K

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? Ncy*Yes  Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent.

2. s your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No._ Y cs”If yes, pIease discuss the cause and extent. S&\&pz.cc.-T’

— Ht-A.-tnV .fr ~~3Vtk +r-L .A 'hsl "Y Ew+ntuU\:.
<yewt L -4-0 . \Dro-, I/ —
(ICL.UI - 36 ¢
Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of me National League ot Cities and tne National Association ot Counties
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217 Seoond Street, ufta200 miuneau. Alaska 99801
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und!/Assembly

4 M bifarrt uu Dliactor/Clerk
From: _ tviT kitohi t,| accutive (Director
Dele: Febw ky24,2"3

Re: sarrev-Please retire Asap

Municipal rev -me eaJolhflirpreg. tu to Support TtMiicipaktis* ere “ca tlie tabU* tor
e«linoev_int_ﬁi .+ budget abgceaTdrbt%oth«}a\}e?g%Uaatfeathatw,olijliher*

H]Hor\/jlaaltlall lket ea «Nr> coroaaHy lathe aﬁ. ?ucqcubeowa e1§[peC|aIrIT¥a
evastating to | > 1< vr anenb In + eccnoonea on top t1 the fiscal croel alrea elngl ny
HCCTIIUI Lhe torel.g\ﬂwou %Elketo. reventthe m [] Ith Urenmftdae ea the
ecal coadM "4 «T mma dpaUtUi PImn tike >few nanutof to i) out this survey.

NgncofReaioodeBty oberH; Mick. Title Nprv*

2

NameofM l#cipa% Kuna

1. 18 your cdnrounfty lacifig sn economic downturn?No_Ye*J” Ifyes, please diicuse
thecausel indexetf, ») U iK a-f tommminl ‘mCtfLrttrg,- Uckrrfiittrfr*

assirb+nci «for,tfwal |<wval Cle-cMc»fy *-"A Sarfii+ofjim.

M 11irsr  <uty ef IM>< Art]  HiuicMA, j) (U4u.r.hfn .in-
unicipiP a.sriiimnU-s <0 *e -Vo* W-fC ,
N Py ,__i*fcvts.A lgcwiji_pfvjccts,
Sit  ft carry

*

2. Isyourndnicipil g ivemmer tor school district aniicioiamg a budget shortiul this
comingytx1No_ fesMITye*. please discuss the cause and exMBt.

O 443ClI « <__« r V 9/\ *6
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i) J KanV ofrvilaA y v« rn'wrdt ' 4 i\"UJ *fn*Ja **«l| sr*
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&
\ott] 3 A%l d*VJ MS A 7 A 414
Please F. AM L 11907-463-5480 A SA PN L0000 eJU ultr
Thank Yd

Men* ir o1th >M itonel Lo Qua of CHJee and ma National AaaocMion ol CounMes
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Tl (907) 586-1325 * F (907) 463-5480 » wwwakiml org

To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Diractor/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other rogr t0 suppo municipalities are 0N Bhe tabl(i
CUES novy, in the Governor's budget, UtS CO rise {0 e lerel OT limination that woald have
serlous financia Impacts on every cnmmnnl Inthe state. Such cuts could be espemally
devastatmg to local governments and economles on top of the fiscal C[’IEQS aflready facmg
unities, Therefore, AML would like to present the GOVernor with Information on t
sca conditions 0 municipalities. Please take afew minutes tofill out this survey.

Herman T. Reich, Sr. .. City Manager
Name of Respondent Title 4 g

Name of Municipality citv of Kotzebue

1 19your community facing an economic downturn? No™ Ycs  Ifyes, please discuss
tho cause and extent.

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Y esj/Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent. Onr R*g-fr>n*i . Ta-M

is actually a facility supported by.the:residents of Kotzebue with our

contract with the State Corrections of $589,506.00 per year and expenses

projected at $918,169.00 wj.11 have a loss of ($328,663.00). With the talk

of eliminating the revenue sharing and the non-support of the Borough, the
impact falls on the tax paying residents of Kotzebue.

Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member cf the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties
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To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey-Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities,are “on tha table” for
CULS nowy in the Governor's budget Cut* could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community In the slate. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would lIke to present the Governor with infonnation on the
fiscal conditions Of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent y XXX Title y/

Name of MunicipalityL i ~ ~ 1M b

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes_y Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and cxtent. T W c\friars. vnp/WwA

<\ N CVrA ] VW VIUvWv NfsAnAf k X-bLr<j -
Varhg. LT kits.t ANV Stic., WO

g.cc. com«C-V»«s.q 'VFANA-,. \v«o00 'mini. il-
CLo vi\ ftswrxL \ kt vtr\d Vdcrld >n \ Kj. Lc\ferv., tWwWMW\CE>pOVA(E S »

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? N o _ Y es|f yes, please discuss the cause and extent,

V.wLL W PLV VWA V]*A Vnrvtl SnL Aj
ttyVa utp VU qVo "y <WMA~S
la SvhrtAiOQ" ATx Al e
vLj.VYNA ar'i~r<ucw " (¢ -LV>\'ch-r\. . If | Lfc~,, 1w .As
VO | L\ Tr«e WS OV o
Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480 ASAP
Thank Youl!

Member of the National League ol Clues and the National Association of Counties
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217 Second Street. Suite 200 » Juneau. Alaska 99801
Tel (307) 586-1325 * Fix (907) 463-5480 + wwwv.akrrl.org

vo:  Mayer and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director

Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and oi>arprograms to support municipalities axe “on the table” Tor
cuts now in die Governor’s budget. Curs could rise to the level of elimination thar would have
serious financial impacts on every community In the state. Such curs could be especially
devastating to local governments and economics on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, aM L would like to present the Governor with Information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities, Please takr a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent F&Cis A Title

N

Name of Municipality Ip/voalc

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No _Yes >/ Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent.

" Fs

, JLf r-r<-C ~Jh J-IXZ Z -

2. Isyour municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Yes v'lfyes, please discuss the cause and extent.

Ictas- L

Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of Ihe National League of Citi«9 and the National Association of Counties
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.TO: Nm .Q .S il.fe FROMAK MUNICIPAL  LEAGLE

217 Second Street, Suite 200 ¢ Juneau. Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 586-1:325 « Fax (907) 463-5480 * W"rw.akml.org

To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director

Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal conditions Survey - Please ret .ru ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating us local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many

communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent Ki Title JJ
Name of Municipality

1 Is your community facing an.economic downturn? No Y esjKjfyes, please discuss

the cause anci extent. THm f J.iA/a -q
Uuv. b1 idK
1.V\ -VWj-. JL&b/ D-- "S <rQ - V) b

U(AMNVA>gg\ G rJ dI/IA "y J™~{U y/ossjfolU&Lb*

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shdriftILthis

coming jtar? Nd, YesJ?-Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent. UsJ

b /\s\ u,ung -fU” ojJAKKAuU * |

AN lm * zn*.va fy Jin fudU y juu> M vtidku

v\p AM mxksl SrUA la/Ua

A W AvONajb\.CIUj .'to crJAuij ~  f A0 lux /-
Aftjo < ..

Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480 ASAP

Thank fou!

Member drthe  National League of Citk i arid the National Association of froiihlies
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-lTU:HKIERSBURG FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE
ALASKA
MUNICIPAL
| = LEAGLE 217 Second Street, Suite 200 * Juneau, Alaska 980!
sicii al M Tel (907) 586-1325 » Fax (907) 463-54W » www.akml.org

To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other Programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for
CULS now in the Governor's budget Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in thi state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities, Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please tike a few minutes to fill out this survey.

NameOfReSpondent jean hack Title finance director
NameofMuniCipality guy of Petersburg

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes  Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent. At the present va are experience a slight decrease

in sales tax collections, transient "oora tax, and property cax.

This will effect the revenue projects for the coming year

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget f ortfall this
coming year? No Yes y'Tfyes, please discuss the cause and extent.

As a result of the above there will be a decrease in the funds

available for budgeting.

Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association ol Counties


http://www.akml.org

U r«fM 217 Second Strert, Suite 200 » Juneau, Alaska 99801

Tel (907) 586-1325 « Fa* (907) 463-5480 « www.akml|.OfB
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To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Rc: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASaP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table™ for
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level Of elimination Ihat would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent Gwen Emel. Title City Administrator

Name of Municipality citv nf at nv.Mmnv

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No  Yesj” Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent. Lack of commercial fishing has been devastating for
our community. The City government relies; on taxes, water/sewer income
and building and equipment rentals. With no income coming into the
community everyone suffers.

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No YcsX Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent. With unemployment
at a crises high residents cannot afford to buy locally,therefore
lower tax revenues,&unpald bills to the city government.

Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480 ASAP
Thank You!

MemDer of the Nation*! League ol Cmes and tne National Association ol Counties

029E-9E2-C06 TtncRatD *62*01 £0 92


http://www.akml.OfB

02/25@ 2{}]?4 W m CITY OF SAVOONGA i o PAGF 01

-TO: SAVOONGA, FROVAK MUNICIPAL LEAGE

L
A L@C- b' 217 Second Straet, Suite 200 » Juneau. Alaska 99801

v Tel (907) 595-1325 « Fix (907) 463-5480 ¢ www.akml.org

To Meha}/or and Council/Assembly
liager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24, 2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Flical Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Manicipa) revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rlic to th« level of elimination that wonld have
serious financial impacts oa every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies cmtop of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with Infonnation on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill our this survey.

Name of Respondent la m m Titlel M J |
Name of Municipality -'mm :
s ®

I. Is your community facing an economic downturn? Ntyy Yes  Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent. _

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coining year? NoY Y cs_ Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent.

Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480 ASAP
Thank Youl!

Member of the National League of Cities and Ihe National Association of Counties


http://www.akml.org
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.TO: NEW STUYAHOK RROVMAK MUNAPAL LIEAGLE
ALASKA
MUNICIPAL
B league 217 Second Street. Suite 200 » Juneau. Alaska 99801

Tel (907) 586-1325 « Fax (907) 463-5480 « www.akml.orfl

To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director

Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “oa the table” for
cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many

communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to HJout this survey.

Name of Respondent fiMCld. ZbrtcrSUhJ Title hn&Lfo r~
Name of Municipality (jity o A AAU

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes A”*Ifyes, please discuss

the cause and exlent. Dr) Aa Hu. ffrts'To/ P'ly™'-r. ejs
gifgh ly Xt A-er&  <ns
Jo g~eb S Car Lse*-/_£ <
A S

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Y es”Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent. ~jl/- /T, t~/ <>/

/ I 'Sru.y ?.1)dli is /17 JLt-ed gD +— FQ_.
Mc-t M7*'/7 rocel i-’sy* Eni>  r Qo Lr/2 ~ r A ry
rie.c-hy rHtirlr'x - T 0

SUfL

Please FAX TO AML at907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of Ihe National League ot Cities and the National Association of Counties


http://www.akml.orfl

FEB—26-03 11:00 OM CITV OF HOUSTON 9078927677

217 Second SUeei. Suite 200 m Juneau, Alaska 9990.1.
Tel (907)506 1326 « tax (WO/>-1S3-548Q « www.aKfnl.org

To:  Mayor and Councli/'Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Direcror
Date: February 24, 2003

Re: 2008 Municipal Fi»cul Coudiriont Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs :Dsupport municipalities are “on th* tabl*" for
cuts now in die Governor's budget. Cats could Hie to the level of elimination thu would have
serious financial impacts on every community in (he stile. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economics on tcp of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, \M L would like to present tho Covcruor with information on the
nical conditions of municipalities. Please take a few mirutef to fill out this lurvey.

Name of Respondent DALE ADAMS Title MAYOR
Name of Municipality CITY OF HOUSTON

1 It your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent.

we .-are a vory small city.with limited revenue. |If
the state were to decrese or eliminate our revenue

sharing it would have a seri oufiyfinancial impact on

our city..’as ve just barely make it with what we receive.

2. Jjyour municipal government or school district anticipating a budget sliorlfftll this
coming year? No Yes Ifyes, please discuss the cause and exltrnt.

Yes, if our portion of revenue sharing is decreased or

eJ-Lnu-ha-Led

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank Youl

Memoor @thn National League @ Cm#* and tna National Aaaocwtion of Counties

. Ol
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To: Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: Fcbruaty24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Condition* Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities axe “on the tabic™ for
cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination, that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many

communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent Z7fbOIClc. fy jf-crS Title fan& Ifa r~

Name of Municipality a A AAU. £lu.yGLkaU-

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No  Yes_f"Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent, fIn  ra Hu. tfn sTa/

<3Ec*(Sn ln jj gfong”t/ IV L_n—
AlfroO lo Crr”*-e. g-<Sbhs Car iS’Ker* A

-Ld z - _

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this

coining year?No  Yes""Lfyes, please discuss the cause and extent. / f, /-1 ij
Allc-J < tU,Ls ti/Id/i M a HO—
PIC-//7 Ts/si rottg/ i-Jy f Ftj.1J >Tc_ 2k uJ? dj*

\/ <I>/*e ~ T°
ntJ.

Please FAX TO AML at907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of the National League ol Cities and the National Association of Counlies


http://www.akml.org

from : CITY OF NORTH POLE PHONE NO. : 907 4SB 3002 Feb. 25 2003 11:04PM PI

e fte I M n JI( - f Vi L.
W m #* _

——T0O: NORTH O v K % .

7 Second Street, Suite '200 - Juneau, Alaska 99B01
Td (907)536-1325 « Fax (S07) 4(53-5480 - WWAf.afod.OT9

To: M ayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

1

Re: 2003 Municipal Fixe»l Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are «<on the table” Tor
cuts no'v in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community In the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies ONtop of the fiscal crises already facing mar.y
communities. Therefore, AML would like ro present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take mfew minute? to ill! out this survey.

Name O}Respondent Tide
Name ofMunicipality CLt }0<h~*'Kv

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Ycsfr* Ifyes. please discuss
the cause and extent

N~zn [ — kraj&e- rvgerUv A

2. Is your municipal govemmrrxt cr school district aticipatkg a budget shortfall tliis
coming year? No Y es” Ifyes, please discuss the cause and e X te n t

AXINA2«X~C> fLCg—  pE>S<fch

— 'ZJLCQzIAjAM A rnat.cdy | _orCd> )MNA- fj A LhruiX
U i d - hvc.te»-w
UWT(7 fzu
Please FAX TO AML at 90
Thank You!

Member of the National League or Cities and tne National Association of Counties
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To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Manger/Finance Director/Clerk.

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director

Dttc: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal CopditioatJSujrvey - Please return ASAP

Manic ipa] revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table™ for
cutsp sw in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rile to the level of elimination that would have
sarlou s financial impacts on every community in tbe state. Such cuts could be especially
devittjsting to local government* and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
coimmunities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with Information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name Of Respondent $. £)U £ecs\ Title JA<Kin<nUrct>S
Namt of Municipality f: &EJL

t. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Y eﬂsj" I yes, please discuss
thle cause and extent. Ifrifc Drtr ) SUT) v

M 1 <& 1QMXG®.

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
eomin( year? No Y etj/If yes, please discuss the cause and extent.

GC/\YEETfQ] L cntT

lotj fw '‘tJkql Va 'TkgvVte

Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480 ASAP
Thank You!

Memoer of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties


http://www.akml.org

217 Second Sfresi, Suite 200 » Junaao, Alaska .93801
TeT{90T> 586-"325 « fax (907) 403-54-00 - wwvf.uKnll.or3

70, Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Maoaget/Finance Director/Clcrk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date; February 24,2003

Re; 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions sam v - Please return ASAF

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for
cub now in the Governor's budget. CtlU could rise to tbe level of elimination that wo# Id have
serious financial impacts ou every community in the siate- Such cub could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
cormmusuries. Therefore, AMI. would like to present the Governor with infommatiott on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent DELBERT KADAKE Titled TV ADMIMXSTKATOK

Name of Municipality CITY OF KAKE

1 Is yo«T community facing an economic downturn? No Yesj£ If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent. DUK TO LIMITED LOGGING,BAD PRICING OF

FISHLIMITED AMOUNT OF GRANTS FOR STATE AND FEDERAL

FUNDING TO PROVIDE JOBS,HIGH COST OF LIVING EXPENSES.

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No_Y csj” Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent.

J Ciivi.;A:Af c”in?S  at-r- 4-n (J-P vwdJlJ
U.F2VS J-.-Wi.-r' vT og. Au(. 4p a )% u£>
IA\ . UyCsU. { v.V = Al ~-IL.L-ft» MVvC1 1" >m|'vP2-1"

A ' eyXAATV.rrd A A )AIO\t Jfv.ru>HtHA”Jr
5>vG tO U 9 TOM , wWuOOVVA Uul/vA
Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP P, - S
Thank Youl!

Member ol ine National League oi Owes and the National Association ol Counties
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217 Second Stwwt. Suite 200 ¢ Juneau. Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 506-1325 * Fax (007) 463-6400 « www.akml.org

B

T0:  Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Dote: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “oo the table” for
Cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cute could rise to the leva! of elimination that would have

serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to locai governments and economies on top of the tlscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML ~ould like to present the Governor with Information on the

fiscal ennHitiioM of municipalities. Please take a few minute* to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent, \/-€.r<k. CL.. jp Title AolfwW>w\

NameofMmricipalitv A Kdyuku k.

1 Is your communily facmg an eeonomic downturi? No Yes  If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent. JE

n/\ A\ . -firv- -VUj___ Cc-hy & |~ uwgul

I AI'bVtpk-S rw

cl'tkA. N r<xth

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Y es” Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent. ST -P

S~Vadx CuU-~S ~Qr~ i3) .SU. p f t
~V A S'"-krPr A are ___

P i~ cL
rL>-k AV >s -

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP

Thank You!

-l —~UoiiKnui inimi. @ ntiaa a«H tha Kiatinnol Aannriation o1 Counties
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“FEB, 25.2003 2:08PM ' ALASKA MUNI LEAGUE NO. 4645 P. .1/1
-TO: KAKTOVI K- ROV A<MUNICPAL LIBEAGLE
A m LFAGUE' 217 Seoond Street, Suite 200 m Juneau, Alaska 99801

Tel (907) 586-1325 « Fax (907) 463-5480 « www.akml.org
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To: Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASA?

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities axe “on the tableZ for
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many

communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please rake a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name ofRespondent
Name of Municipality

1 1Byour communiiy facing an economic downtum? No YesX/ | f yes, please discuss
the cause and extent.

poii

vy dLtcJ-*-0. u”™L\ cX\ aJ-*- A J ANaw

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Y es” Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent.

"Ue jjovovA-~ J e n A
\ A (oCrerjrh. 5ci-*ol 475tvi<=£.
Ari A e-.

Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties
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217 Second Street, Suite 200 » Juneau, Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 586-1325 ¢ Fax (907) 463-5480 ¢ www.akfnl.Offl

To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey-Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that woald have
serious financial Impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name ofRespondent P ~ m .e n o Title K

Name of Municipality

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? NoXfes  Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent. _

2. Js your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? NcA Y cs  Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent.

Please FAX TO AML at 907-4635480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties
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217 Second Stretl*Suito 200 » JunMu, Ala6ka 99B01
Tel (907) 586-1325 » Fax (907) 463-5480  *ww.akml.orfl

To: M?\?/or and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director

Date: February 24,2003

Rc: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Surrey - Pleme return ASAP

Municipirrevenue shiring and other programs to support municipalities are “ob tha table” for
cuts now Inthe Governor's budget. Cuts could rile to the level of eUmlnarlon that woald have
serious financial impacts on every community In the state. Such OCB could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top 0f the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would liketo presentthe Governor with information on the

fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.
Name of Respondent TitleUrC .£-
Name of Municipality e-f- OQu2-/r\K\e.

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Y CST Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent.

The /W oA jjor

A d.wu £-firy -*roho/gsy? <,

IO u'z.Tk)'~ iS vV .'tu je )

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating abudget shortfall this
coming year? No Y es”Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent.

<3qg-Hi hy And ~fhe.
TLarJnj c.ut year CiTy lvi<
-h> resen/eb.

Please FAX TO AML at907-463-5480 ASAP

Thank You!

Member of me National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties
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To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Diractor/Clerk ¢

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director

Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for
cuts now iii the Governor’s budget. Cut* could rite to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community In the sute. Such cut* could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Thereforo, ASjIL would I3»;tp prpsentjhe Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

NameofRespondentC M j-rtPftL K
Name of Municipaiitv"

1. Is your community feeing iaiteconomic downturn? No  Yes_” Ifyes, nlease discuss

the cause and extent, feeldn
prtci.w” X».'U rttiz k A C iAy its
* .
Sups*ax . ly~Ja I
.S,
fu'mfi « .1 > o MMe*
w i K N . , vV~

. _J CIvive 1 VB A VAN VA ]
2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this

coming year? No Yes_V Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent. As>

6 fV $% $*|q. fe* oft & U faiektM . aujrA ~t

] ifisk W thit niflj oVL?™-

tr > U AP ‘'cH [
t . C A * o f * .t

Please FAX TO AML at907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank Youl!l-:/ “w:: net :~r
\Y IM.V, *»/J * UM L' X* «'i’O ¥
lJ-I .-.MJ.* N
\tU ifi .I3IV OCSIi.CCt- T,

Member of the National Leatjue'b.-Cl'Jes and the National Association of Counties
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U b JAiN.I M A K Y S FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE
ALASKA
MIINICIPAI
= LFAGLE 217 Second Street. Suite 200 * Juneau, Alaska 99801

Tel (907) 586-1325 « Fax (907) 463-5480 +« www.akml.org

To: M ayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for
cuts now inthe Governor’s budget. Cots could rise to tbe level of attminatiou that would have
serious financial impacts on every commnntty In the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already feeing many

communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities, please take a few minutes to fill out thin survey.

Name ofResponden”™/U AiC 10 /J [T I\ Title
Name of Municipality

1. Is your community facing  economic downturn? No Yes X Ifyes, please discuss
tho cause and extent

juain ffll] 201 L N s 2

CLs— A ¢ n gfqg AJxItlcA j — k f-id3 * A u h

(O U — & &I}A& Z* 7" aUP

2. Isyour municipal govenunei™”~scSof/strict antictpanc™ abud”etj*oSifi this /
coming year? No Y esjftfy”s, please discuss the cause and extent. jcT /3 &\ [/t~/oj 4ft Q

CI-C-c1S —p £EL A )d /INtA cC ~flz I~ -e ¢ A
Jit-** - —~c>- Aofned<> 4dntsrs. /oGt 1y
@ 't'th JArX ¢ r

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank Youl!

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties
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To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director

Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the lable” for
cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination Ihat would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to lochl governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take it few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent tctA Tide C\\vj A~Awtm

Name of Municipality cX

1 Is your community facing an economic downtum?No Y e s | f yes, please discuss
the cause and extent.

Ce>mme.fci*A ViaS uv
Atvioi\ TcWrrvS Oii\& reAiCC-dl dm\a,v\<?*£t>r sAworyv
c\s\£. At? -ftsix. "BYISVA hfld S (JVSAsVC
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2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating abudget shortfall this ~ WN
coming year? No  Yesj ™ tf yes, please discuss the cause and extent.
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Please FAX TO AML at 907-463 5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member ol the National League ot Cities and Ihe National Association ol Counties
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To: M ayor and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director

Date: February 24, 2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey —Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for
cuts NOW in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that-would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent Alt R (Windy) Skaflestad Title Mayor
Nunc ofMunicipahw  citr °£ H°nah' Ala3ka

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No__Yes.”» Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent.

SEE ATTACHMENT

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating abudget shortfall this
coming year? No YesX_ Ifyes. please discuss the cause and extent.

SEE ATTACHMENT

Please FAX TO AML at907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank Youl!

Member of the National League ol Cities and the National Association of Counties

Received Tine Feb.5.  [¥19M
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Feb. 25. 2003 3:43PM CIfY OF HOONAH 907 945 3445 No.3092 P.

1. Hoonah is small Tlingit Village which has primarily relied on the seasonal industries
of timber and fishing. As you arc aware, both of these industries have taken a severe
downturn. We are struggling to obtain what benefits are available from them, plus
searching for other economic possibilities. Commercial businesses arc required to pay
approximately 37 cent per kilowatt hour, a big detriment to encourage more and new
business to broaden our economic base.

2. With the closure of Glacier Bay, the reduction in timber and fishing the City has
experienced losses in both fish tax and sales tax. The decrease of timber and fishi*"** also
causes a drop in student enrollment which lowers funds. Additional, what funds the City
has managed to set aside to assist us through this difficult period has been severely
effected, by a low return on those investments, particularly after the September 11th
crisis. During all this the cost of living continues to increase, affecting the City’s expense
budget as we continue with operation maintenance and safety issues.
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CITYy OF A NG O O N

BO. BOX 189 « ANGOON, ALASKA 99820 « (907) 788-3653. FAX(907) 788-3821

To: Kevin Ritchie, Kxecutive Director

From: Walter Jack. Mayor
City of Angoon

Date: February 25, 2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey

Name of Respondent: Walter Jack Title: Mayor

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No  Yes x_ Ifyes, please
discuss the cause and extent. Angoon lacks an economic base, therefore, cannot offer any
job opportunities to community members. Although fishing has been the historic
economic base for years, that area is experiencing a decline due to the low prices and lack
of market. A domestic market could be a part of the solution, with community-based
sales in all local stores through-out Alaska.

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Ycs_x_  Ifyes, picase discuss the cause and extent. We seem to
be getting more unfunded mandates on facilities owned and operated by municipalities,
ie., water and bewer plants with a more stringent regulation, which means more
monitoring. llomeland security, more hours lor departments with-oul the necessaiy
funding. Whether a police department or VPSO program, | recommended to establish an
endowment fund.
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-TO:LARSEN BAY FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

217 Second Street, C.ilte 200 + Juneau, Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 586-1325 1 Fax (907) 463*5480 « www.akml.urg ~ ~

To; Mayor ai;d Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director

Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent AH&k) Pr~L)n/?A.YO ££ iv-. Title

Name of Municipality C*tly oF Lo vscO

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Ycs?Y Ifyes, please discuss

the cause and extent. M u to 'ir.ipfk! fyorw/v s+aJd't. dju'iu'/sh ~
/
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2. Isyour municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Yes}E Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent. L&-C.U. oF
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Please FAX TO AML at907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties
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i t | i ?M Second Street, Suite 200 * Juneau, Alaska 99001
Tel (907) $86-1325 « Fat (907) 463-5400 « www.akml.orfl

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Dircctor/Clcrk ,

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director S Q A fri\ ~1
Dale: Febniaiy24,2003

Rc: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Pleas* return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “oa the table” for
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to thz level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of lire fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, aML would like to present the Governor with infonnation on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent. OifllifcPvM & (V] _Tiile
Name of Municipality _

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Y ¢sX Ifvcs. please discuss
the cause and extent. _
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To: Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are "on the table” for
cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent Title oh

Name of Municipality/ 0 dh N

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes”™ Ifyes, plfase discuss
the cause &-, extent, y t jl L . SAh

Ux..udl relLtfdz.<UL-t&dk,
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2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating abudget shortfall this
coming year? No Y es” Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent.
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Please FAX TO AML at907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member ot Ihe National League ol Cities and the National Association ol Counties
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217 Second Street. Suite 200 * Juneau. Alaska 99601
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To; Mayor and Council/Assembly

A Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 2A, 2003

Re: 2003 Municipal FUcal Condition! Survey - Pleaie return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other prograns to support municipalities are “on the table” for
cuts new inthe Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of ettminitlon that woild have
various financial impacts 0n every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with infonnation on the
fiscal condition! of muniginalities. Please ‘ike afew minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Responds ~ fmrjU A ljM Li Title  O.cLtj d(jJ?Ac-
Name of Municipality undcum

I. Is your community facing an economic downturmn? NoVYes  Ifyes. please discuss
the cause and extent. ’ /

2. 1) your municipal govemrnent/MfIHP~VPHfanticipaiing a budget shortfall this
coming year? No™MYcs  Ifyes, please discuss the cause and eoctent.

Please FAX TO AML at907-463-548G ASAP
Thank You!

Memoer of tr.a National League of Otw« and tne National Association of Counties
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A Tel (907) 586-1325 « Fax (907) 463-5460 « vww.akml.or
ot (THIK §/'ti ul (07 (407 J

To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24, 2003

Rc: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Condirions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other prograns to support municipalities are "on Ibe table” for
cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor wilh information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent ~ Tucy Williamson Title City Clerk./Treas

Name of Municipality =~ City of Ruby

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No  Yes ™ If yes, please discuss

the cause and extent. There is no revenue generation that W&uld
Support a Clty. State assistance Is critical to provi

Cl . € Ing
basic municipal services at a minimal level.
School losing population, all basic services are increasing in

costs (insurance, fuel, etc), |

VO miduh

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Ycs X Iryes, please discuss the cause and extent.  Increases

in basic insurance for the City, increased fuel costs,
increased transportation costs, etc all lend to larger expenditures,

less revenue. School (YK has serious financial challenges, and

as student population decreases (students going? to charter school, etc)
Rwratc_:es he possibility of losing its school and ultimately its
population.

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank Youl!

Member ol the National League ol Cities and the National Association ol Counlies
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To: Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finacca Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiical Condition! Survei - Please return ASaP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “ oa the table" for

cuts NEW in the Governor’s budget. c ut* could rist to the level of (Um liurioit that would have
serious financial Impacts 0a every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially

devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal criaes already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information oa tha

fiscal conditions of municipaliUtt. Please take a few minutes to f.Il out this survey.

Name of Respondent Harold L. ivanoff Title Adm inistrator/Clerk
Name of Municipality City of Atoasuk

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No_XYes  Ifye6, plesise discus*

the cause and extent. However, any cuts w ill -jeopardize the e ffic iency

of any local government . to a community both in

service and leadership.

2. Is your niunicipal”™ovemment or school district anticipating abudget shortfall this
coming year? NojcYes_X.Ifyes, plcaae diicuss the cause and extent.

The NSB SCHOOL DISTRICT has been cutting its budget for the paat

three years due to the NSB governments directives.

Please FAX TO AML at907763*5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties
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To: Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kovin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal rev#nuo shoring and other progrars to support municipalities are uca. the table” For
cute now in the Coventor's budget Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already feeing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

NameofRespondent ~r? £ "1 "AXUb-j 1 Tite M Mind
Name of Municipality C Ad 13Ay

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No  Yes y Ifyes, please discuss
the cause andextent, fc/jrl  privats  Uu-tp> A

-fckic, ra-.'sfs H * ft/fiv s Lriflrffg <
AVir-frA. Reducmjy K nSM H-XIS trtsi. Si-adjf yfinfs f>,;h

LvLr*. Cab'h OKS Ois<L ftrsffiyyA, L, ?*, pyft
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2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No  Yes"Clr yes. please discuss the cause and extent, f*hnh *|

> jQO,000 A g r">)£CL™sr/L/t uj A vV d u oIl

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Memoer of the National League of Cities and me National Association ol Counties
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To: Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fisc'll Condition* Survey - Please return ASA?

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every comrannity in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local govemmcr .ts and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would lil t to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipality. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent\JcC1lj 1jJi LU Title 1
Name of Municipality CLsrVti.
1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No  Yes f  Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent. U ct< % Jd/y>/"b S
&*>& £& *A JzU ts& zJ 6 M 2a ftrUu £t) L fcL H rzij

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No  Yes”/ Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent. // Js1
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Please FAX TO AML at907-463-5480 ASAP -

Thank You! (jn al/l t s X cral 1 -
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Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties
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Tel (007) 586 1326 « Fax (907) 463-5480 « www.akml.org

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Maiiagftr/FInaaccDlrector/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February' 1A, 2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey-Please return ASaP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table" for
cuts now in die Governor's budget. Curs could rise to (he level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities Therefore, AML would like to present the Covcruor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few mir.utes to fill out this survey.

Title Crfy Manager

Name of Municipality FbIfT VOI&hj QcKf Op

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No  Yes Vf Ifyes. please discuss
the cause and extent.

Our Gommunify Is ruYftli we asg, inThe, later.
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S determent P ocr cost &P ]
I IZYYC2. s your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall tliis

coming year? No  Yesr if yes, please discuss the cause and extent.
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Member ot tne National League ol Cities and the National Association of Counties
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MAR-04-2003 TUE 05:57 PM FROM:CITY OF NOME FAX:907 443 5349 PAGE

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: Februaty 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for
cuts now in the Governor’s budget; Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on avery community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent KL KO Title Ci-p-j

Name of Municipality

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? NoYes -1"yes™please discuss
the cause and extent. t*

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Yes X Ifyes, please discuss the cause and extent.

4*Lsrf tifahrid’ ii (Wt)IM Uj JL-* SRSy

jW t-A te cL

Ple?se FAX TO AML at907-463-5480 ASAP

Thank-¥orrt
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To:  Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Rc: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on lhe tablel for
cuts now in 'he Governor's budget. Cats coaid rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name o f Respondent, . Titlec .tvyd d > 7 h /k

Name of Municipality /'/{/'S it

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Y esj*/If yes, plense discuss
the cause and extent.

m tf-1lu p/I?VvVw rip? |/
— JeofayJdg. J& jo LLp MLfe/zk }.
sV /

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Yesj/lIfyes, please discuss the cause and extent.

J-\E rHf\ acrtx , Vlkaair LS nt ¢ ''j~ covCK
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Please FAX TO AML at907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of the National League ot Cities and the National Association of Counties
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TO: PORT AL EXAND ER FROM: A< (/IN!C| PAL LEAGUE
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217 Second Street. Suite 200 « Juneau, Alaska 68801
Tel (907) 538-1325 « Fax (907) 463-5480 « www.akml.org

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly

&. Maaager/Finuce Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey - Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “oh Ibe table™ for
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the leva! of ettminarfon that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in tha state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and oconomies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like no present: the Governor with information on the
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this sun :y.

Name of Respondent e
Name of Municipality .B elt Kt-GXAAsI> er £

I. s your community facing an economic downtumn? Noj~Yes  If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent.
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2. Isyo'jr municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
comingy"ar? No VesX Ifyes, pleaseHlscussthc cause, and extent.
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Please FAX TO AML at907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member ot tha National league of Cities and no National Association of Counties
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CITY OF BETHEL

P.0. Box 368 Bethel Alaska 99559
907-543-2297
FAX u543-4171

Alaska Municipal League
Kevin Ritchie

217 Second Street, Suite 200
Juneau, AK. 99801

Dear Mr. Ritchie,

In response to your 2003 Municipal Fiscal Condition Survey, please see below. Our
community fiscal picture is moving from gray to black due to the unknowns (war with
Iraq, state/federal funding, oil prices, etc.). It will be awild ride and until the community
gets around some comers, we will not know the direction Bethel’s community is heading.
However, asilver lining (jobs) is coming over the horizon which will help develop the
community within eighteen months to two years with the building of the Yuut
Elitnaurviat-People's Learning Center, Inc. The City of Bethel has already been
hammered with deficit spending (need City water/sewer rate increases, developing new
City revenue streams, etc.).

1. Bethel’s communily is at a cross-road that could go either way. On one hand, the
community will incur growth ?nd development due to the recently approved City
Ordinance #02-33 authorizing the disposal of a donated 10.3 acre parcel to build the
Yuut Elitnaurviat-People's Learning Center, Inc; Some major businesses have
donated money and time as well. This will create jobs within eighteen months to two
years. On the other hand, if war with Iraq comes about, this coul 1 hurt our
community. Approximately fifty percent of jobs arc state and federal funded.
Possible cut backs from the state and federal government could have a major impact
with people losing their jobs.

2. City budget shortfall of $467,000 has already happened as of February 2003 (fiscal
year end is June 2003). This trend could increase up to -$700,000. The City requires
additional revenue for the Water, Sewer and Sanitation fund. Over the past five years
revenue has slowly declined. The latest rate increase was in April 2001 for an
adjustment of 20 percent. The rate increase had no effect in slowing the losses. An
additional rate analysis will be reviewed this year. Also, the City is reviewing
additional revenue streams, such as, a City owned liquor store, increase in sales tax or
establishment of a property tax.

Sincerely yours,

Robert B. Strahan

“Deep Sea Portand Transportation Center o fthe Kuskokwim "
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To: Mayor and Council/Assembly

& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk
From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director ,
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey- Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities axe “on the table” for
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cutB could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the
fiscal Conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent &+ Shr& b* Title fin** ce- hir*c "'
Name of Municipality

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No YesJ”™Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and extent.

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No  Yes I'""Tfyes, please discuss the cause and extent.

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of the National League ol Cities and the National Association of Counties
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The Honorable Senator Gary Wilken
State Capitol
Juneau, AK

Paul Bryner
626 “N” Street
Anchorage, AK 99501

17 April 2003

Dear Senator Wilken,

| am a teacher with the Anchorage Literacy Project. | work overtime to help
teach undereducated and developmentally disabled adults who are starting to
learn English from the ground levei. | also help coordinate the many volunteers
who give generously of their time to help strengthen our program. The
Anchorage Literacy Project uses money from the Human Services Matching
Grant to pay four part time staff members to coordinate almost two hundred
volunteers. These two hundred volunteers in turn provide services for a thousand
adult students in need. This program exemplifies the sort of volunteerism that the
Governor has called for this year. If the Human Services Matching Grant is cut,
as has been proposed, Alaska voters will recognize that the Senate is taking
shortcuts and easy solutions, using alarmist, gloom-and-doom rhetoric to justify
cuts which will do nothing but hurt our state.

Basic Literacy training is the most cost effective human service this state
provides. Iwould urge you to review the materials | have enclosed in order to
confirm that this is the case. Having a more literate adult population reduces the
number of dependants on the state. It reduces the crime rate and reduces
medical costs incurred by those incapable of reading simple medical instructions.
No one could argue that these are not basic state needs. Through running our
volunteer program, we work hard to minimize costs, to recruit, train, and support
those who have an undeniable commitment to keeping this state great.

The bottom line is: if the HSMG is cut, hundreds of undereducated adults will
have no alternative to illiteracy do you, personally, think this is a desirable,
responsible option? Will your constituents think so?

The House Finance Committee saw fit, after an intensive review process, to
restore HSMG funding in full. I hope that the Senate Committe will confirm the
wisdom of this decision.
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A LP Fact Sheet

FY 2003

WHO: Anchorage Literacy Project is a private nonprofit community based organization serving the
undereducated and new English language learners for over 27 years. We have a staffof 11.1 and are

governed by aBoard of Directors.

WHAT: Mission: Changing Lives Through Literacy
Goals:

» CollabomeWtfroiner agencies to better serve the needs of adult learners
* Promote community awareness of literacy issues

WHERE: Main site is 1345 Rudakof; uccupy 11 condo units, over 10,000 sg. fl. of office and classroom
space. Other sites are Fairview Recreation Center, Success By 6, Chugach Manor, Senior Citizen Center

and individual homes.
HOW : Tutor Training Workshops - train 365 new tutors over the past 5 years

Volunteer Program: 153 active one-to-one tutors
4 Small Group Tutors
18 Classroom Teachers
14 Tutor trainers
189 Active Instructional Volunteers served 800 adults with 38,000
instructional hours
53 countries, predominant languages - Spanish, Korean, Laotian, Thai

~mnteer.instructors do 66% of the teaching. The remainder is done by grant funded program

Multi-Sensory Instruction: 239 adults taught by two staff teachers, nationally recognized program for
beginning level readers

IMPACT Family Literacy Program: served 150 family members, parents and children with
comprehensive literacy and parent education.

Average yearly number of classes offered by ALP, on and off site is 40.

Budget: Approximately $500,000

322.000 from federal, state, municipality grants

130.000 from United Way of Anchorage 20% of total

100.000 from contracts, fundraising, individual, group and corporate

contributions

In-kind contributions: $1,177,417 Labor, goods, and services
Total Budget $2,169,417
United Way funds are critical to ALP’s success because they are unrestricted dollars. Wc pay our
insurance, utility bills, building maintenance and other overhead administrative costs not allowed by grant
funding wilh United Way dollars. Wec couldn’t do ~without them.



Anchorage Literacy Project

Year-End Summary

FY/PY 2002

INDIVIDUAL PROGRAM DATA

AHFC IMPACT MSI MSI-EL Volunteer
Basic Students 2 0 239 0 12
ESL Students 9 150 0 64 786
Total Students 11 150 239 64 798
Total Hours 668 8,404 9,655 1,116 37,961
HOURS
AHFC 668
IMPACT 8,404
MSI 9,655
MSI-EL 1,116
Volunteer 37,961
Total Instructional Hours 57,804
STUDENTS
Basic Students 247
English Literacy Students 945
1,192

Total Students™

* This is an unduplicated number of st

udents served by ALP,

many of the students participated in more than one of the
individual programs offered.

VOLUNTEERS

One-on-One Tutor 153
Small Group Tutor 4
Class Room Teacher 18
Tutor Trainer 14
Apifiir~Niructionai Volunteers M 9



Anchorage Literacy Project

Program Comparison FY 1995— FY 2002

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM GRANT FUNDED PROGRAMS Gad
Fy  TUTORING & ONSTE AASES AMC ATAPIOBS MB CDBG IMPACT Total

FT' PT BASC ESL TOTHRSTOT SIUDS HRS STUDS HRS STUDS HRS STUES HRS STUES HRS FAMLY MBM HRS - STUDS
AR X X 2 B 3IFH ™M B8 u X X 9662 116 4 84 1 534 112

A FHAB A M A8 IB X X 840 283 13 & 808 15 445 140

ACHM D © 5 282 X X 755 20 338 8 5864 H BH 116

19048238 124 B 24 108 M P 481 2 NOINNO  H#A3IB 9B

g 8 g 8

& B B b

335 294 % 280 23 NOINO 0337

qL
Bl
19B83B20 16 37 V6B 63
197301 IH 2 B N

A

19BIHB2B X X 216 1177 33 5146

5
L3}

X X 56 F§ 9% v X X NOINO 540
a X X X X NOINO 000
4

g€ & 3§ 8

19B42/39 X X B2 4 168 46 530 X X X X NOINO 3799



FY

2002
2001
2000
1999
1990
1997
1996
1995

A nchorage Literacy Project

Tutor Comparison FY 1995--FY 2002
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Anchorage Literacy Project

HSMG is one of three funding sources that support the Anchorage Literacy Project
Volunteer Program.

United Way $53,000 36%

Total cost of
Volunteer Program  $140,000

Total ALP budget  $657,000 HSMG 7%

ALP Volunteers provided 63% of the total 57,804 instructional hours
ALP Volunteers teach 66% of the total 1,192 adults served by the agency

The cost per instructional hour for the VVolunteer Program is $3.68.

United Way funds
cover tire administrative and overhead costs to provide literacy instruction to 800 adults.
The stale Department of Labor/Adult Basic Education faces a 10% across the board cut in
funding. It is assumed that this would decrease our grant by 10% but we do not know for
sure how the ABE program administrators will apply the reductions.

Anchorage Literacy Project is acommunity based volunteer organization, committed to
its mission of changing lives through literacy. The volunteer program is its volunteers
and the people funded by these grants. ALP limits it service to the beginning level
learner in collaboration with the other major adult education providers in the community.
We refer all intermediate and advanced learners to Nine Star or the UAA Adult Learning
Center. They in tumn refer all beginning learners to ALP. We have done this in order to
reduce the duplication of services and provide a continuum of educational opportunities

for all adults.






Alaska Adult Education Association
A Professional Organizationfor Alaska's Adult Educators

March 2003

A d ult B asic E duwcation Inform a tion

Adult Basic Education (ABE) is a program that provides students with assistance in math,
reading, and writing skills. Most students who enter our programs need to complete a high

school diploma and/or improve their basic skills so they can enter the workforce or
postsecondary education. ABE also teaches English to the immigrant population. GED stands for
General Educational Development. A GED graduate is a student who has earned a high schoc |
diploma by examination. Our adult education centers administer these exams.

Adult Basic Education is funded under Title Il of the Workforce Investment Act. ABE programs
have a direct connection to Alaska’s workforce development.

There are 18 agencies providing regional services and programs in Alaska. Many hubs serve
remote villages whenever possible. Local area contacts include:

Nine Star Enterprises, Anchorage, David Alexander, 279-7827
Anchorage Literacy Project, Polly Smith, 337-1981
Alcutian-Pribilof Islands Association, Karen Gonne-Harrell, 222-4231
Alaska Department of Corrections, Roseann Munafo, 269-7416
Illisagvik College, Barrow, Barbara Struble, 852-1742
University of Alaska, Kuskokwim Campus, Bethel, Kathy Hanson, 543-4570
University of Alaska, Bristol Bay Campus, Dillingham, Kim Govig, 842-3505
Adult Learning Programs of Alaska, Fairbanks, Traci Nero, 452-6434
Literacy Council of Alaska, Fairbanks, Mike Donaldson, 456-6212

. University of Alaska/Kenai Peninsula College, Homer, Carol Swartz, 235-1656

. Southeast Regional Resource Center, Juneau/SE, Carin Smolin, 586-5718

. University of Alaska, Kodiak, John Mahoney, 486-1215

. Alaska Technical Center, Kotzebue, Jerry Vick, 442-3733

. Kawerak Inc., Nome, Ron Huffman, 443-4468

Prince William Sound College, Valdez, Angela Corcoran, 834-1671

16. Human Resources Company, Wasilla, Laura Kelley, 373-5872

17. Alaska Vocational Technical Center, Seward, Lisa Rininger, 224-4164

18. University of Alaska/Kenai Peninsula College, Soldotna, Diane Taylor, 262-0328

CONDOAWN R

=
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Facts

* InFY02, 8,795 students (5,272 full-time and 3,523 part-time) received 291,526 hours of
direct instruction at a total cost of $7.66 per hour. This per hour figure includes expenditures
for administrative overhead, teachers, and instructional materials. Ofthe full time students,

* 42% were 25-44 years of age

* 25% were 19-24 years of age

* 29% were Alaska Native or American Indian

* 67% were unemployed or not in the labor force



Alaska Adult Education Association
A Professional Organizationfor Alaska's Adult Educators

March 2003

Because adult education program funding is so very low, only 10% of adults in need in
Alaska are served by these programs.

Within the 18 program grantees, there are only 54 full-time personnel. Most instruction is
provided by 151 part-time staff. Often, this part-time money only pays for someone to teach
2-6 hours per week for six or seven months. Adults with low basic skills learn and progress
very little with such scanty help. They are not likely to be productive, wage earning Alaskans
if they do not improve their skills. ABE programs help teach job search skills along with
basic skills to prepare adults for employment and further education and training.

Program Impact of Reduction in General Fund
For a program that pushes nearly all its money into direct instructional service, a reduction in
general funds impacts the amount of direct instructional activities and GED testing services

available to adult Alaskan students.

Thank you for your valued assistance.

Carin Sinolin, President, Alaska Adult Education Association
Contact: SERRC-Alaska’s Educational Resource Center
210 Ferry Way, Juneau, AK 99301
work phone: 586-5718 email: carins@serrc.org


mailto:carins@serrc.org

Alaska Adult Education Association
A Professional Organizationfor Alaska's Adult Educators

March 2003

Talking Points:

A reduction means less students served. 10%o less, and also reduction in hours that learning
centers and testing centers are open.

We do a great service for so very little money. 10% reduction is equivalent to taking away two
small grantees of our 18 regional programs that serve the entire state.

Most of the centers are open entry/exit with evening hours and weekends. Many are open year
round.

Served $8,795 students last fiscal year who received 291,526 hours of direct instruction at a total
cost of $7.66/hr.

There are 53,827 adults without a high school diploma in Alaska, 8% increase over 1990 census,
which is 13 % of our population.

On average, 25% of high school diplomas issued in our state are GEDs.



"Partrers inbullding commrunity for dll Aleskars..."

on
Ceueloiimeiital Disabilities

Anril 15.2003
Anchorage, Alaska

To the Members of the Senate Committee,

Please accept this written correspondence as part of the record for my testimony
on the DHSS section of the State of Alaska FY ’04 operating budget.

Our community association is alarmed at the depth and intensity of cuts to our
base grant. If what we are told comes to fruition, the effects of the attached budgetary
reductions dramatically eliminate critical services; significantly reduce core service
plans; and eradicate any semblance of a safety net left in urban and rural Alaska.

We arejustifiably proud of our long history of quality and excellence in service
delivery in developmental disabilities. With the closure of all public and private
institutions, community is all that we have left for thousands of our families who
experience disabilities. Such reductions jeopardize the very foundations of our system
and are a sure scenario for disaster in the very near future.

We ask your assistance in restoring at least 2.2 million dollars back into our base
grants. Even with that level of restoration, if what we are told is accurate, there would
still be in excess of two million dollars reduced from that BRU.

We are willing to take our fair share of cuts in such ambiguous fiscal times, but
the amount of reductions now planned will serve no purpose but to injure and severely
compromise the quality of life of so many of our most vulnerable and innocent citizens.

Thank you for your time and consideration of our most urgent plea for a
reasonable restoration in the very heart of our Alaskan service delivery system for
families and individuals who experience disabilities.

Respectfully,

Stephen P. Lesko
President:

Ak ska Association on
Developmental Disabilities



The Developmental Disabilities Community Grant BRU
And Infant Learning Pro2ram

»  Recently, we have been infonned of the following reductions in the community DD base grant:
($1,200,000 reduction)— from “unexpended” grant funds.
($1,000,000 reduction)— from non-direct community supports.
TOTAL reductions—  $2,200,000 reduction
(Thisefecivey eliminates any safety netavailable to community programs across ruraland urban
Alaska; ofers nofunding to any crisis/emergency situation thatmay occur during the newfiscalyear;
and eliminates criticalcomponents ofour service delivery system that have efectve §y been in placefor

over a decade.)

« Ata teleconference on 4/11/03, we were then informed of other reductions and/or alterations in the

base grant structure:

($2,000,000+ reduction)— $450 reduced from every CORE services plan. The
remainder to come from reductions to providers in
the base grant BRU.

(This severely reduces minim alservicesunder COREjeopardizingfamilies and establishes realistic
scenariosfor crisis; the remainder o fcuts, coupled with the above mentioned 2.2 million dollar
reduction, refects OVER a 20% decreaseto our basegrants; this, in turn, eliminates allfle xibility to

address emergencies and eradicates our community safety net)

«  Approximately 45 individuals now funded through the base grant would be re-fmanccd through
Medicaid Waivers, effective July 1, 2003. Tliis amount, over $1,500,000 is already subtracted
from the base grants

(Unless there are dram atic changes in the waiver system, itis impossible to process this transition before
July 1st Withouta doubt, many agencies will NOT be ableto maintain a sufficientcashflow tn

continue business.)

»  For a majority of providers, millions of dollars are being transferred to hospitals for payment to
agencies under the Pro-Share concept. This is effective in the fourth and final quarter of the
current fiscal year.

(Already'f k quarterpayments are late and may not bereceived untilthe end ofA pril exacerbating an

already untenable cashflow situation.)

« Thereis a likelihood ofa Code-F in Medicaid Waiver billing before the end of FY "03.
(A code-fstandsfor “outofmoney, willreimburse early nextffiscalyear. Coupled with therefinan.e
strategy, Pro-share payments, customary cashflow concerns under the }vaiver, this is a true disaster
scenariofor community programs. Aligned to severe budgetary reductions, this is aplan that >vil!
culminate in the elimination o fsignificantlifelinesfor ourfamilies and doesplace ourcommunity
agencies in a directcollision path with the inability to continue to operate.)

»  $250,000 has been eliminated from the BRU of our Infant Learning programs.
(This reductionfurthers restrains assistingyoung children, age- 0-3,from receiving critical early
intervention thatreduces the long term costs in thefuture |fanything, more children should be served
under thisfunding stream as an investmentin both ourchildren who experience disabUitics, AND, in

the bestinterests o ffiscalaccountability.)



FRANK H. MURKOWSKI, GOVERNOR
State of Alaska

P.O. Box 240249 « Anchorage, Alaska 99524-0249 « Phone: 907-269-8990 ¢ Fax: 907-269-8995 « Toll Free 800-709-8990

Tuesday, April 15, 2003

The Honorable Senator Lyda Green,
The Honorable Senator Gary Wilken,
Senate Finance Committee

State Capitol, Room 516

Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senate Finance Committee

On behalf of the Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education, | am
requesting that the Senate Finance Committee restore $250,000 to the Early
Intervention/Infant Learning Program (EI/ILP) and $2,158,300 to Developmental
Disabilities (DD) community grants. Both of these programs provide essential services
to Alaska residents and reduce costs over the long run. A small amount of money at the
right time contains costs, forestalls crisis and/or prevents or reduces the need for more
comprehensive services.

Alaska receives federal funding specifically to provide Part C early intervention services
to children under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, which requires that ail
children potentially eligible for part C services be provided screening, assessment and
evaluation services for the purpose of determining Part C eligibility. Part C law also lists
those functions that must be carried out at public expense and for which parents may not
be b:lled: these include core services (assessment and case management), child find
activities, family service coordination, Individual Family Service Plan development and
the implementation of procedural safeguards. These services must be maintained to
remain compliant with federal law and Alaska statute.

Currently, 75 percent of all children enrolled in EI/ILP services qualify under Part C.
The remaining 25 percent of enrolled children experience developmental delays of 15 to
49% and are at risk of delays. Part C funds and the majority of state general funds
support the delivery of those required Part C services to children and families. A
reduction of $250,000 means that approximately 60 infants and toddlers who experience
developmental delays of 15 percent to 49 percent or who are at risk for delays will lose
nee ed services.

Alaska has implemented a fee-for-service policy for those services that can be billed to

third party payers and families; these services include physical, occupational and
speech/language therapy. Additionally, a mechanism is being developed to use Medicaid

Creating Change That Improves The Lives Of People With Disabilities



funds to support the cost of early intervention services provided to Medicaid-eligible
children (screening, special instruction and family service coordination) that are not
reimbursable by other third party payers; 59 percent of all children enrolled in EI/ILP on
December 31, 2002 qualified for Medicaid. Payment for other services by families who
have “sufficient means” would require development and implementation of a fee
schedule and guidance for its use.

The Governor’s proposed budget reduces DD community grants by approximately $2.2
million. These cuts to base grants fall into two distinct categorie; 1) “reduction of
underutilized grants” and 2) “elimination of non-habilkative grants.”

$1.2 million of DD community grants that have not been spent will be transferred to
Medicaid to off iet costs of Home and Community Based Waiver Services. The State of
Alaska has nol had a good system in place to regularly review and re-allocate unspent
funds to communities with large numbers of people on the Wait List. This has resulted in
people wailing longer to get needed services. The vast majority of these funds are used
for low-cost services, which help contain Medicaid costs and ensure that Medicaid is a
payer of last resort as required by federal law.

Approximately 25% of people on the Wait List who are eligible for DD services are not
eligible for Medicaid Home and Community Based Waiver Services because they don’t
1) meet income guidelines, 2) have a diagnosis of mental retardation, autism, cerebral
palsy, epilepsy or related conditions and/or 3) need services once provided in institutions
like Harborview Developmental Center. If these funds are transferred to Medicaid,
individuals not eligible for the Waiver will have even less access to services and face
discrimination based on funding eligibility.

The vast majority (79%) of persons on the Wait List are under age 22 and live at home

, itn their parents; if these funds are used to increase supports in the family’s home with
the flexibility to use them in ways unique to the family, the Wait List can be reduced at
less cost to the State. General fund and Medicaid costs accelerate if families are no
longer able to care for their family member with a developmental disability at home.

Almost $1.0 million of DD base grants will be reduced or eliminated because they are
seen as having the least impact on maintaining programs that provide direct services to
individuals and families. Although these services are not tied to specific individuals, they
meet the needs of individuals and families who are waiting for services and help contain
costs. Many of the programs fill gaps while individuals wait for services; for example,
over the past 8 years, the Family Resource Project has provided ongoing long-term
support to link over 643 families on the Wait List to generic services and faith-based
services. Another program, Special Olympics has offered weekly sports programs that
reduce or eliminate the need for respite services.

Initially the Department of Health and Human Services indicated there would be no
reductions to the services currently being received by individuals and families. On
Friday April the 11"\ the department announced there would be a reduction of $450.00 to



each Core Plan. As families only receive up to $3000.00 annually in services to meet a
broad array of needs, this cut represents 15% reductions and will create a hard ship for
many individuals and families.

While some programs may be able to supplant grant funds with other funding
mechanisms, it lakes time to secure alternate sources of revenues. A one-year “hold
harmless” period is needed to secure alternate funds and determine the mix of direct
services and indirect supports that are required elements of any cost-effective system.

Thanks for providing me with the opportunity to provide input. Please feel free to
contact the Council’s Executive Director, Millie Ryan or me at 269-8990 if you have any
g estions.

Sincerely.

O/tAwdP.GIi**,

Arthur L.Walters, Chair
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For the record the following is atext of my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee on April
15,2003.

Good evening Senator Green and members of the committee. My name is John Cannon, 1live at
3101 Whispering Woods Dr, Wasilla. 1 am strongly opposed to the 2,2 million dollars in
reductions to Community Developmental Disabilities Grants that were in the Governor’s budget
and in the operating budget recently passed by the house. These cuts are nol fair, go too deep
and seriously jeopardize the safety net for many Alaskans with DD. Frankly, these cuts were
hastily arrived at by the new administration after a superficial review of services in our stale.
Some of you were in the legislature when our state closed Harborview. The significance of that
event for persons wilh DD cannot be over stated. With the closing of Harborview, Alaska made a
promise to its citizens with developmental disabilities that never again will any Alaskan, because
of his or her disability, be sent away from their families, their extended families, their friends,
and their home communities. The closing of Haborview meant Ihat Alaskans with
developmental disabilities were finally welcomed into the family of Alaska. Itis a shameful and
sad time in Alaskan history when our Governor and our House of Representatives say to citizens
with DD that Alaska is going to break that promise. Itis adisgrace when 1300 Alaskans who arc
waiting for needed services are told that the basic safety net of services will no longer be
provided. In recent legislative sessions our State Senators have been the more reasonable voice
of our legislature. Wilh a brand new administration and so many new faces in our House of
Representatives Alaskans with developmental disabilities arc counting on the Senate’s
experience and reasonableness, now, more than ever before. These reductions will cause serious
harm lo Alaskans with DD and their families. It’s up to you senators to do the right thing. Don’t
tum your back on this group of Alaskans. Restore the cuts to the community dd budget, Thank
youl.

Sincerely,

John Cannon
376-6063
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John & Sharon Cannon
3101 Whispering Woods Dr.
Wasilla, AK 99654
(907) 376-6063
zeke99(g)gci.iict

April 17,2003

Senator Lyda Green
State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Thank you for taking time out of your incredibly busy schedule last week to return my call. |
apologize for not being available when you called. The reason | wanted to speak with you is
because 1 am gravely concerned about the current operating budget reductions to the Community
Developmental Disabilities Granls. As stated in my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
on April 15thl strongly believe that these cuts will seriously compromise the safety net available
to Alaskans with developmental disabilities and their families. All indications are that these cuts
were arrived at by the new administration alter a superficial review, if any, of the Community
Developmental Disabilities services in our state.

My vocation over the last 20 years has been to support Alaskans wilh Developmental Disabilities
to Jive successfully in the community. | have personally witnessed how these funds have helped
hundreds of individuals/families avert crisis and avoid more expensive services such as those
funded by Medicaid. The Developmental Disabilities community is willing lo take its fair share
of cuts however the level of cuts in the governor’s budget and the operating budget approved by
the House are nol fair, go too dec*  ’ seriously compromise the existing safety net for many
Alaskans with developmental djsaO, .cs.

Senator Green, it is critically important for you to know that the 2.2 million reductions to
community developmental granls wi ljeopardize the health and safety of Alaskans with
developmental disabilities. No where in the state is the need greater for these services than in
your district. Ofthe 1300 Alaskans presently on the Waitlist for services at least 200 are Mat-Su
residents. As Mat-Su looks to the future there may be even greater cause for concern. The
Alaska Department of Labor forecasts that the population of Mal-Su will more than likely
increase to 102,756 by 2018. Based on current and anticipated future need it is likely that tiw
demand for DD services in the Mat-Su region will continue to increase substantially.
Unfortunately, our community is growing at atime there is tremendous pressure to curb slate
spending.

On behalfof Alaskans experiencing developmental disabilities many of whom arc the most
vulnerable and innocent among us | ask your assistance in restoring at least 2.2 million dollars
back into the Community DD granls. Even with these cuts restored if what wc have been told is
accurate there will still be inexcess of 2 milHou dollars reduced from the Community DD grant
BRU. Thank you for considering tliis most urgent request for your support. Should you have
any questions related to the Rinding for Community Developmental Disabilities services do not
hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

. R ' anmw WED ZD2HB
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Testimony of Alan Mitchell before the Senate Finance Committee
April 15, 2003
Work Phone: 868-5659, Home Phone: 338-0963
Address: 11400 Mountain Lake Drive, Anchorage, AK 99516

Hello, my name is Alan Mitchell, and | am here to oppose any state funding of the
Southern Intertie project, a duplicate power line between Anchorage and the Kenai
Peninsula. Your committee appears to support this position, as you have taken the $27
million of interest earned on a prior Southern Intertie state grant and appropriated it to the
Alaska Debt Retirement Fund. | commend you for that decision and encourage you to
resist the House’s desire to use the interest to further subsidize the Southern Intertie

project.

There are two reasons why it is bad idea for the state to subsidize the Southern
Intertie project. First, the project is not cost-effective. The credible cost-benefit studies
of the project show that the project only delivers 50 cents of benefit for every $1 of cost.
With the cost overruns that are likely to occur, this ratio worsens. Given the size of this

project, this represents a net loss to our economy of $70 million or more.

Second, even ifthis project were cost-effective, there is no need for the state
government to fund the project. The Railbelt electric utilities are capable of financing
and building the project without state assistance. State grants only serve to distort the
utilities” normal capital planning process.

In times of a state fiscal crunch, there are far better uses for the $27 million of
interest and the $40 million of unspent money from the original Southern Interth grant.
Funding education and paying off school and municipal debt are certainly better uses for
the money. | encourage you to stay the course and redirect Southern Intertie money into
more appropriate government services.

Thank you for considering my testimony.



Chugach Consumers

m(lO]M°Anchor \ge, AK%].O‘M

e-mail: eAecdir@chuqgachcorrumers.org « wehsite: www.chugachconsumers.org

April 15, 2003
Senate Finance Committee Testimony (SB35, HB75)

| am the chairman of Chugach Consumers, a grassroots group of fiscally concerned
Chugach Electric ratepayers. | also was on the Chugach Electric board (5/%4 to
4/2000) and was board president (5/95 to 4/97). 1 was also on the Alaska Rural Electric
Cooperative Association (ARECA) Board of Directors, Executive Committee, 1995-98. |
have maintained an active interest in electric utility affairs since leaving the board (but
entirely in a non-paid public interest capacity).

Chugach Consumers urges the legislature to support Governor Murkowski’s action that
returned $27 million in accrued interest on the Southern Intertie to the general fund.

However, we are very concerned that Sec. 18(c) of HB75 passed by the House returns
that money to the Railbelt Energy Fund rather then leaving it in the general fund. We
urge the Senate to drop this provision or replace it with a clarification that the money
remains in the general fund.

The Southern Intertie has long been known to be uneconomic and would have been
abandoned years ago were it not for the deplorable suppression by Chugach
management (for the whole project EIS process) of the major, credible, decisional
documentlon the economic benefits of the Southern Intertie.

My Anchorage Daily News OpEd and attached editorial recounts this history.

The Southern Intertie pays only 50 cents in public benefits for every dollar of cost and
that is from oid cost estimates. Itis expected to yield an even lower benefit-cost ratio
when updated or actual construction costs are known.

Chugach Consumers congratulates the Governor for his action on the interest money
that stops public funds from being wasted in this time of fiscal need. Chugach
Consumers encourages the legislature and AIDEA 10 recover the rest of the $40 million
Southern Intertie grant principal as well. This would make a total of $67 million
available from this dubious project.

Safe, Reliable, Low Cost Power for South Central Alaska! @oosdMhhapvwr
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Chugach Consumers Page 2.
Senate Finance Committee Testimony (SB35, HB75)
SOUTHERN INTERTIE FUNDING - 4/15/03

If this money is reclaimed, Chugach Consumers believes it is crucial that it go into the
general fund or be reappropriated to benefit South Central Alaska for utility or general
government/school debt reduction (as opposed to being used for another new spending
program).

Sincerely,

CHUGACH CONSUMERS

[SIGNED AND TRANSMITTED ELECTRONICALLY]

Ray Kreig, Chairman
(907)276-2025 fax (907) 258 -9614 home (907) 243-8951

For more information please see:
htD.//www.chuaachconsumers.oraZsi.htm

especially the background briefing:
http://www.chugachconsumers.org/Lib/Int/Briefing.htm

ENDNOTE

1. Samuelson, R., Hass, S., 1998, Ratepayer Impacts of Proposed
Transmission Projects Final Report; DFI-Aeronomics, 75 p. [marked "Client
Confidential™]. NOTE: Released by vote of Chugach Board on 11/20/02, first
available 12/6/02.

Safe, Reliable, Low Cost Power for South Central Alaska! @o0snMi.cB vl
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BG ood reason to question
fhis Railbelt energyproject

| n 1993, the Alaska Legislature setaside $46.8 million
.forbuilding a second high-voltage power line between
A"Anchorage and the Kenai Peninsula.

-Some importantthings have changed in the 10years
since then. Alaska’s s*ate government finances have dete-
riorated, arid easy spending money has disappeared. Law-
makers routinely balance die state budgetby drawing at
least halfa billion dollars each year from adwindling sav-
ings account.

."Anothernoteworthy change is that doubts have recent-
lyciome to light aboutthe economic viability ofthe pro-
posed powerline. A 1998 utility company study thatwas
keptsecretforfouryears concluded the southern intertie
would produce barely 50 cents’ worth ofbenefitfor every

] — -..l.... dollar spent.
HH Together the short-
A 1998 Utlllty age ofgstate money and
new doubts aboutthe

\company study that
E: was kept secretfor ~ §2/Fcispevoleuoocst
fouryears concluded find higher and better
the southern intertie °°sforthatsesmi-
3 wouldproduce
barely 50 cents’
worth ofbenefitfor

7 every dollar spent.

Some advocates of
the southern intertie re-
jectthatnotion. They
claim the money is
locked up tight — $46.8
million plus interest —
and there is no pointin
reconsidering the matter. The intertie money was the fi-
nalpart ofa political deal thattriggered a splurge of
spending on energy projects and subsidies starting in the
early 1980s. Anchorage and the southern Railbeltwould
be denied their fair share of state-funded energy goodies,
jntertie advocates say, if this final projectis not built.

The project’'s defenders say adeal's a deal, even ifit
means throwing good money after bad. The dav when
Alasica could get away with such a cavalier approach t
spending money is long past.

Butfor purposes ofargument, let's acceptthe basic
framework of this supposedly unbreakable deal. Let’s

' grantthatregionalequity requires the money to be spent

to benefitthe southern Railbelt. Let'sgrantthatit has to
be spentto supply cheaperenergy. Let's even grantthatit
has to be spenton aparticular type ofenergy, namely
electricity. Granting all that, itis still notclear that the
southern intertie is the bestway to do it.

The money could be used to retire debtatthe region’s
electrical utilities. It could be used to upgrade and repair
the existing high-voltage powerline between the Kenai
Peninsula and Anchorage. It could be used to install a
centralized powerdispatching system, to ensure that the
mostefficient mix of Railbeltpower plants is used to meet
electricity demand as it fluctuates during the day and dur-
ing the year. — ; —

The new Anchorage-Kenaiintertie should, at mini-
mum, have to prove thatitis a betterinvestmentthan
those options. Thatwill require an independent, rigorous
look at the intertie’s costs and benefits and how they com-
pare with the alternatives.

Intertie

Is $23 million o finterest
jnoneylegally 2T

D uring debate overthe proposed electrical intertie
between Anchorage and Kenai, an interesting ques-

tion has come to light.Just exactly how much state
moneyis available for the project?

The state agency handling the project, Alaska Industri-
alDevelopmentand Export Authority, says the available
funding is about $70 million. That’'s the original $46.8 mil-
lion thatthe Legislature setaside in 1993 plus another $23
million or soin interest.

There'sjustone problem with that claim. The 1993 leg-
islation that setaside $46.8 million (SB 126) imposed cer-
tain conditions. One londi'.ion requires utilities involved
with the projectto agree in advance that they will payaD
costs ofithe iimtertie overand above $46,8nillion. No legis”
lation passed since then Has repealed thatrequirement

It appears that state '
law is clean Only $46.8
million ofthe appropria-
tion is available to pay
fpr the intertie. (Unless,
of course, state lawyers
can come up with a con-
vincing theory that ex-
plains why the law on
the books doesn’t mean
whatit says.)

This question is the
kind that could make or break the $100 million project.
The intertie is an economically questionable investment
that, even in the mostoptimistic analysis, produces mini-
mal gain to Railbeltratepayers. The more utilities have to
pay for the Anchorage-Kenaiintertie, the less likely they
are to pursue it. In fact, project supporters are asking the
Legislature to spend another $30 million on it

The powers thatbe in the Legislature and the
Murkowski administration have shown no inclination to
question the assumption thatinterest money is legally
available for the southern intertie. But as critics of the
project note, the legality of spending the interest money is
one more important question facing an already question-
able project.

The more utilities
have topayfor the
Anchorage-Kenai
intertie, the less
likely they are to
pursue it.
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Intertie prom ises to provide

affordable power to Railbelt

ERIC R YOULD, Alaska RuralElectric Cooperative Association

A project to benefit Alaska and Alaskans
for the next 50years is moving forward,
thanks to the vision and efforts of legis-

lators and electric utilities..

The Southern Intertie, an important new
link in the Railbelt electiic grid, recently
passed a major milestone with the completion
of comprehensive environmental reviews. Af-
ter a thorough and public environmental im-
pact statement process, three federal agencies
last fall issued records of a decision identifying
a route along the Kenai bluffof Cook Inlet and
under the mouth of Tumagain Arm as the pre-
ferred path for the new transmission line.

The intertie will be a new transmission line
between Nikiski and Anchorage that will im-
prove the reliability of the Railbelt power grid.
However, its most important function will be
to help move power throughout the region
from where it’s most economical to make it to
where customers need it All six of the electric
utilities that serve customers in the Railbelt
are participating in the project. All six are not-
for-profit utilities working on behalf of their
customers. The current estimated cost of the
line is $100 million. Approximately $70 million
ofthe projectwill be paid by a state grant
made by the Legislature in 1993 from the Rail-
belt Energy Fund —set up in 1906 to invest in
projects that benefit Alaskans throughout the
state’s most populous region.

With the EIS completed, attention now

turns to design and construction. If work pro-
ceeds on schedule, Alaskans may be taking
home paychecks from construction by 2004
and the new line could be in service by 2006 or
2007. That might seem a ways off, but it’s just
around the comer when you consider the
need for this project that has been in the plan-
ning since the early 1980s.

Infrastructure is vital to Alaska’s current
and future health and economy. Astrong in-
terconnected Railbelt electric system that al-
lows power to be made economically in me
area and moved efficiently to another helps
ensure that individual Alaskans and the busi-
nesses that employ them have reliable, af-
fordable electric service. The Southern Inter-
tie will dojust that.

Critical infrastructure is often ignored or
taken forgranted until something goes wrong
or existing facilities are overwhelmed by de-
mand. That’s why it’s so important to plan.
The factyou can flip a switch today and have
the fights come on doesn'tjust mean someone
did something special today. It happens be-
cause Alaskans decades ago had the foresight
to put an electric grid in place to make it hap-
pen. It is our collective responsibility to pro-
vide the same benefit to our children and other
people who are the future ofthis great state.

m FEric P. Yould Is executive director of Alaska Rural Electric
Cooperative Association.

Southern

likely net worth the cost

RAY KRUG,form er Chugach Electric board member

C learly the Southern Intertie has some
benefits: The question is whether they
are worth the cost. Are there better

uses for $125 million in public and ratepayer

funds? History indicates that cost overruns
are highly likely, totally at ratepayer expense.

Currently, power is on 99.975 percent of the
time. How much is itworth to gain a part of
that remaining 0.025 percent (two hours a
year)? Utility boards, legislators and the pub-
lic have no way ofjudging without fair, impar-
tial and unbiased project economic advice
from independent experts.

Ofgreat concern should be a history of de-
ceptive manipulation of intertie benefit claims
by utility managers. When | was Chugach
board president in 1996, we received mislead-
ing benefit-costadvice from management on
the northern intertie (between Healy and
Fairbanks). If Chugach had participated in
that project, itwould have cost our ratepayers
$600,000 a year.

We then insisted on a very detailed and
comprehensive study of the benefits and "ost
of the Southern Intertie. We retained Decision
Focus Inc. because it had performed several
studies on intertie economics for the state.
DFI found only $58 million in benefits.
Chugach management kept that February
1998 study secret from the public.

Meanwhile, unbeknown to the board,
Chugach management supervised the same

consultant's preparation of another report is-
sued for public consumption in March 1998. It
conveniently claimed $143 million in benefits
—enough to show the $125 million intertie
cost to be barelyjustified. That was the only
benefit information provided by Chugach to
regulators and the public during the 1998-2002
environmental impact statement process.

Same consultant, two vastly different benefit
numbers. What gives? In DF1’s own words: “We
believe our comprehensive approach (in the
February 1998 study) is much more accurate.”

In 1990, the state utility consumer advocate,
Alan Mitchell, also found the Southern Intertie
benefits to be only $51 million to $63 million.
There is no independent third party that has
found the henefits of the Southern Intertie any-
where near the $125 million cost ofthis project

Considering the deterioration that has oc-
curred in Alaska’s financial condition since the
original appropriation in 1993, Southcentral
utility boards and local governments should
look very hard at the intertie and ask the Leg-
islature to reappropriate the $70 millionin
state funds pledged to the project The money
would better benefit Southcentral Alaskans if
used to reduce utility or municipal and school
debt by $500 per household.

m Ray Krelg Is a former president of Chugach Electric Associ-
ation and served on the executive committee of Alaska Rural
Electric Cooperative Association. 1 r



SMD Services tt 1-907-783-2716 (514/16/03 010:14 AM 01/1

Dear Senator Green:

| am a board member tor Four Valleys Community School in Girdwood and have been
tor almost every year since 1981. The community school is virtually used in one way
or another by almost everyone in our community. It is the cement that holds the
Girdwood population together. Through the years | have taught preschool classes,
science classes tor elementary and junior high .coached XC running and track,
organized and run Science Olympiad, organized and directed a summer science
camp for 11 years, etc. lam not unusual, many many people give their time and
talents through the community school to make Girdwood a better place.

Please do not cut funding to the community schools.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. RECEIVED

Sherry Dugan ADR 16 Z(IB
783-2716
Girdwood resident since 1978
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Senate Finance Committee Testimony , .
Homan Service* Community Matching GrantHB 7J RECEIVED

My name it Denies Diniello and | reaidoat3844 Uhrbahn Road, Fairban *# AK 90709-1 APR 16
an teritfoing in support of tull funding for the Human Services Commvrn ty Matching

Grant, | am alsothe executive director of the North Star Coundl on Agin (, Senior

Cptdr.

The Human Service* Community Matching Grant provides funding to so dal safety net
agenda that diitribute food to the poor, provide legal wvtoee forlow-li coma persons,
" for the dying, and deliver Meals on Wheels to homebound seniors, taeh HSCMG
ovidcs a unigue and unduphcated service for the community, 0 illabomting
T; programs to enhance social services. Approximately 31,000 j eople in the
r i have received services from agencies funded by thia Block gran. That number
its to roughly one/third of all Borough residents,
. | N
ijbe Nq rth Star Coupdl on Aging is a recipient of the Human Services C< rrununity
etching Grant, W4 die this grant to provide funding for tbe Meals on' Vheria program
ilivviag hot nutritious meala to 150 homebound persons of tbe Fairbt titsNorth Star
NSCcA
those
red; 66K
are low-Income iertalpf less than ii.ooomonthlyTand 6 3% art both Iy
iocepadttted and financially distressed.
* *o
fa travel more thaa 150 milei each day delivering meala to scfliori whc live Within tha
ifity (liolta and those who raaldc outside tha dty core. For many, the Mt ilaon Wheeli
fbvjce (aalifeline that provides tho one and only meal ofthe day. One n el*ht
jr«rpanha aenion (persona do years and older) live below poverty level too poor to buy
healthyfood, and too frail to shop and cook forthemselvea,

The Meals on Wheels program benefits two distinct categories of redpfc nta - the frail
ddarly in long-term need of support, and thoae in need of short term is mention
rtootvtring from an illness. Without accessto proper nutrition, an elder astatus can
deteriorate rapidly resulting in hospitalization that can be unneoeaaaril; costly In both
hunts* and financial terms. The full price of ahome delivered meal ia 310.34 P®*day as
Compared to $850 per day at Fairbanks Memorial Hospital.

fv v A Grant helps us to Wvarage more than
1300,000 of outride dollars for our nutrition proaramand over $21,00) in in-Und
dad served slmoet
; 3 homebound
m

Jthe Human Services Community Matching Grant U a sound, long-tem communit
Invotrtent we support Thankyou

> UtA . M 4
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Dear Senate Finance Committee, ANIVEO

. APR |'s ;nno
[ am writing to urge you to:

1. Support full funding for education (from K-12 through the University).
Education Is not a "frill.” It is essential to the future of Alaska.

2. Stop the move of the Division of Habitat from the Department of Fish and Game to
the Department of Natural Resources. The reasons published by the past five
Commissioners of the Department of Fish and Game argued effectively for retaining
the Division as it Is now. The argument for the move was weak and depended on
personal gripes from individuals to the Governor.

3. Retain full funding for revenue sharing to local governments. They depend on
these funds to provide vital services, losing them will increase your property taxes.

4. Alaska's population has increased by about 80,000 people in the past decade; that
Is the same as the population of the Fairbanks North Star Borough. This growth,
combined with inflation, obviously put more burdens on Alaska’s state government.
But during this time, the Legislature made no effort to raise the needed revenue.
Instead, it simply continued cutting the budget. It’s like expecting a growing teen-ager
to live In the clothes of a five-year old.

The budget has already been cut too much for too long. This is NOT the time to
consider additional budget cuts!

5. Raise revenue by reinstating our state income tax. It Is easier to administer and will
raise twice as much as the gaggle of taxes proposed by the governor. The rate Is set
as a simple percentage of the amount actually paid to the federal IRS, This rate was
14% when our Income tax was repealed In 1980; the rate can be easily modified as
needs change. Reinstating our state Income tax Is essential; putting it off won't help.

6. Of the governors proposed taxes, the only ones that makes sense are the increases
In motor vehicle fuel tax and vehicle registration. Alaska is far below all the rest of the
states In both of these taxes.

| hope you can understand the need to raise revenue.

Sincerely,

Carl S. Benson

1551 Farmers Loop
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
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APRIL 15, 2003
Preserve funds for independent living

Jo Pedersen /Fairbanks, Alaska DECEIVED
Acon$orrvre,srh) APR i p
Diagnosed with Multiple Sclerosis atage 32, In 1991. (11 years ago ) 0T

Worked at UAF as an Adjunct Instructor for the past five years...

lam one of many Alaskans with A disability who would like to
continue to work,

1 With the Help of the Wonderful Agency ACCESS AlaSka, they have

helped by supplying equipment as well as transportation & housing
assistance foroutoftown medical care.

For instance Lastweek Iwas in Anchorage.
Acces Alaska made itfeasible for me to keep an appointmentwith my
Cardiologist, at The Alaska HeartCenter, for Angioplasty.

*Warming the bed forthe Governorwho arrived two days later... 0 p ~
. ucoc, .M X Upp*- CicMSWATIV
Jam HERE tonight... U~T \ aj0 * U X

I Implore you to continue Funding these wonderful Agencies.



APR-15-03 TUE 09:07 PH  FBX LEGIS INFORMATION

119 N. Cushman St, Suita 101
Fairbanks, AK 99701

Phone: 907-452-4448

Fax: 907-456-3346

F a X
To:  Senator Lyda Green, Co-Chair
Senate Finance Committee
Fax.  465-3005

Phono: 465-2187
Re:  Written Testimony SB 35

[Urgent  CFor Tho Record

FAX NO, 9074563346

G e

From:  Fairbanks LIO

Date:  4/15/2003
Pages: 18
CC.

[Please Comment [Please Reply

ig%ements Wtte testmnny for SB 35, teleconferenced on 4/15/04. The ariginals will be pouchod

committee co-
Fran/Fox LIO
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Alaska State Legislature

Please erner into the record my testimony to the . gtiJjnafctCpHirftttct-
OonunilCee Name
Committee on ffft IS# L« gafil<] dated & j* 2 o x
Bili/Subieet ' * ' e e

URGENT!  URGENT! - URGENT!

We greatly oppose Governor Murkowski's action to eliminate the
Lon ewtg Bonus .
an'Ill-lll%S , and! companion measure In the Senate under Senate

| .

As long-time residents tho elimination of the Longevity Bonus will
Pose a hardship to our continued living In Alaska, since our
nvestment earnings have de&ined while our health care costs,
have Increased. We also feel the Longevity Bonus was a promise
and to eliminate It now wculdi be unfair and unjust

Alaska has been our home for over 45 years, and we urge }/ou and
your committee to protect this program on our behalf and for all
seniors In Alaska who now receive monies under this program.
Surely Governor Murkowski can find a better source than the
Longevity Bonus to reduce funds.

Alfred and \(ir%inia Augestad
1439 Virginia Court
Anchorage, AK 99501

Signed

T estifier

Rep7 ~ 18"~ ?:P .. ..
Address '
rl N

Phorle Number

(ikn) nz-o0zio
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FROM: DEBBIE

APRIL 16, 2003

DATE:
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. O
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N=0c< o O
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THANKS,

DEBBIE CONNER
ACCESS ALASKA
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ﬁ'amigﬁllgﬁgislature Aprl: 16,03

Testimony:: To Committee on |.ongivity Bonus

| have resided in Alaska since April 1941 and | amin favor of the Longivity
Bonus. The Bonus Is part of the reason that | am able to stay in Alaska.  All
of my income including the Bonus is spent here and will continue as long as
Irem ay due to us older Alaskans
pess

Oenms urannam
PO Box 190184
Anchorage Ak 99519

A Limited Pertnerehlp
Dedicated To Serving Sportsmen A WHdHfe Wirth Trust A Corfidence Since 1940°s
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Please enter into the record my testimony to the N OYRSLA
f £— Committee Name

Committee on-"6 U /- ,/3ojvud . dated n3
Bill/Sutycct
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Signed_

Testifier
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
ComfflitteeName

Committeeon »  H7 Bilfof&ted

Bill/Subject J

jg&naJw u:

ifo . (& <y-dJL* <not- y ipn,rfim fr& tf
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signed ~JL7"0JU jjL ~yytArz*rLsr-ust.

Tedtific Yitk arhostix A"], 'wWPg.A/lV Ig

Representing (Optional)
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Phon®Number

P3



Rpr 15 03 07:53p Vickie Horodsski 907-457-6504

Vickie & RichardHorodyski
KD3SBaUd(ne Rd.
Fcwrbanks, AK 99709
Phone: (907) U79-658U Fax: (907) 057-658M

Email: W>roA"NsY @ °-W sV a. *v\ertr
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TESTIMONY C /EN4-15-C3

Vickie Ho/odysKi

1035 Ballc'ne Rd., Fairbanks, AK 99709
Phone: 479-6584

Email:

| coordinate our local FAS/FAE Parent Support Group.
| am on the FACES FAS Diagnostic Team in Fairbanks.

My husband & i received our Foster Care License approximately 14 years ago. 10
years ago we adopted 9 yr old girl. As a result of that adoption and what she has taught
us, we now have a specialized license for a therapeutic foster home for children
prenatally exposed to alcohol.

Without appropriate interventions and support individuals can develop secondary
disabilities. A few of those disabilities are:
r' Chronic Unemployment
Hnmelessness
Social Problems
Mental lliness
Criminal Acts
Poverty
Early Pregnancy
V Alcoholism & Other Addictions

We have seen all of these disabilities occur in the individuals who did not have family or
other supports to guide them. Many who experience prenatal exposure to alcohol will
ever be able to “successfully” live in “total independence”. They are a very vulnerable
population who need and deserve to be protected. They did not create their disability,
but they do have to "/e with it. The quality of their life is dependent on others to provide
them with the support that they need from an early age and for many throughout their
adult life. With such supports they can become productive, responsible adults.

If you are not willing to financially suppo” the programs and services that they require,
then you need to be prepared for the costly expenses that will result. You will need to
put great expense into institutions, hospitals, homeless shelters, and prisons.
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Sincerely yours,



April 15,2003
Dear Senate Finance Committee:

1 am still trying to review SB 35 and understand its complexities. One of the
many guestions | have is the rent paid to the State of Alaska by the State of
Alaska. For example, Die Department of Commerce and Economics has a
proposed rent budget of $794,400. Diis money is to pay the State rent on
State property. Tdon’t gel it. | wouldn’t pay rent to my husband so he can
turn it around and give it back to me to give it back to him. | believe this
happens alot. Please someone explain this procedure in the simplest way.

| would like to see another Guardian Ad Liietn placed out here in the Valley
to help with the increasing number of CINA cases and civil cases that the
Valley's one G.AX. is handling. Tf we are going to provide legal
representation to children then lets see that wc give them the same quality as
you or | would want from an attorney representing us. |f not, why bother to
pretend to protect the rights of people who can’t protect themselves.

If we need to trim money then we need to consider pay cuts. |f my business
is doing poorly, then | don’t eam much money. |f the State is having a hard
time making ends meet then the Governor, Lt. Governor and Commissioners
may need to freeze or reduce their salaries until the State lias more money to
pay them. If you want the people of Alaska to reduce their demands for
better and more services then we need to see our leadership join us in our
economic struggle.

| thank you for your time and attention with regard lo this matter.
Sincerely,

Marci Schmidt

c/o Computer Works
901 Hermon Road, #1
Wasilla, Alaska 99654
907-376-0188 work
907-357-3618 home
907-376-9065 fax

0819918706 'ON XW on nsivu  wd so.00 am eo-si-ydy



Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on the Budget

I of I

Subjecl: Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget
Date: Mon, 14 Apr 2003 22:15:57 -0900
From: leewilson@gci.net
To: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us>

Lee Wilson

9621 Hillside Drive

Anchorage, AK 99507-6010
907-346-3669

leewilson@ gci.net

4/14/2003

Senate Budget Subcommittee Closeouts

I am unable to make the call in on Tuesday
Please accept iny comments courtesy of Senator Con
Bundy.

Governor Murkowski was elected on a pro-
education campaign among other promises. Cuts to the
foundation program, transportation and library
operations are unacceptable. W are asking the
schools to do more than ever with more accountability
than ever yet they continue to perform well by any
measure. These cuts undermine education achievement
and begin a decline to less than excellent schooling.

The University of Alaska is just regaining its
footing. Public confidence is just returning. Cuts
now will undermine program and progress.

The Habitat division must remain with fish
and Game. The governor clearly does not understand
that Fish and Game has the best long range look at
how development affects habitat and how bes

t to

mitigate damage. Murkowski told us a lot of mis-
truth about his proposal. | smell a skunk, it reeks
of outright forestry favoritism . The director of

DNR came from where?

Close the state chemistry lab in Juneau?
Doesn't that just tie the hands of environmental
enforcement?

Safe communities are the heart of democratic
society. How can a cut of $4,193.9 be good for my
family and our neighbors?

How can $511.7 be subtracted from Motor Vehicles
without a fee increase to maintain current level of
service?

4/1521)03 9:09 AM
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into tike record my testimonytothe  senate Finance

Committee Name

Committee on Lon_ﬁevity Bonus dated April 15, 2003
Bill/Subject

Many cities and states encourage older people to retire in
their communities. They don"t require schools and other
servuces. Their retirement funds are spent locally. Longevity
payments encourage eldvrs to remain in Alaska near their,
children and grandchildren.

Robert E. Renkcert - Alaska 1973
Mildred V0 Renkert - Alaska 1975

Siencf A *21UtU ,m .

Representing (Optional) —_ —

Addes SsT.

i~ 3
Phone Number
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April 15,2003

To: Alaska Senate Finance Committee
Re: $30 million cuts to Education

Please do not cut our state education budget Here is how your choices are affecting one ofyour
school districts.
Copper River School Districts Budget Concerns

2002-03 budget $5,820,895.00.
03*04 salary and benefit increases & +S31"m M
35% insurance and utility costs)

Amount needed to oonlinue present programs $6,195,878.00.

Red ition need to reach projected 03-04 budget -$307.614.00

District projected preliminary budget $5,888,264.00
(reflects a gain of $80.00 per student

and a loss of 58 correspondence students)

Senate Proposed reductions:

20% of bussing to be paid by district -$812,000.00

removal of tunding formula increase -$112.000.00

Senate Projected 03-04 budget for CRSD $5,594,264.00
Total budget cuts $601,614.00

School sites 7-8

(can’t consolidate

-buildings already full and

bus rides would be too long)

Students on Site* 2002-03 /540 students 03-04/539 students
Correspondence 2002-03/180 03-04/121

Copper River School District needs to make $601,614.00 ia budget cuts, a 10%
budget decrease, while oar school population remains the same. Go Figure!

When was the funding formula last increased? Every year it costs more to
educate our children, every year that formula needs to go up. How are we supposed to pay our
present hills that keep going up, new transportation bills, higher retirement bills, emergency
communication bills and no additional money in our check book and die same number of
mouths at the table?

B Oldly

Julie KnutsfsT'y'~

Mother of four (egos 5,7,9 and 12)
Kenny Lake

Copper River School District

PS A don’t tell me we need a borough to help fund our schools. There ia a pipeline th**
runs through our district. Y ou’re making money offthat pipeline. You should be giving us a
share of that money. Or we could become a borough and taW it all.

P2
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MARTY MARGESON
Margesou Real Estate
Anchorage Downtown Bed & Breakfast
At “Raspberry Meadows”

1401 West 13th Ave, “Anchorage, AK99S01 907-278-9275; F at 907-278-9282
Web: www.ai>chor«KdowHtow,con» Email: asweethomef&gcLnet
April 8, 2003

Governor Frank Murkowski
P.O. Box 110001
Juneau, AK 998 U -0001
Re: Without the Longevity Bonus, Pioneer Home Vet Needs “Safety Net Program”
Dear Governor Murkowski:

My 89-year-old father, a decorated World War Il naval officer, is destitute and needs funds so he can
receive continued medical care and services which are necessary for his health, and pain alleviation. He
chose not to apply for the longevity bonus because he did not believe in government handouts. He frugally
saved and believed his $300,000 savings would fund his retirement. Now my dad has paid the Anchorage
Pioneer Home (APH) his savings, and has no money left to pay for care and services that the home no
longer provides - promised services which are necessary for his health, services which are needed to
alleviate pain. 1received your mailing entitled “Safety Net Programs Supporting Senior Citizens”, but | do
not find any programs to assist his needs.

Since my dad’s admissions to APH in 9/97 rates have tripled at the Pioneer Homes, making APH twice as
expensive as most Anchorage assisted living homes. However, with fee increases the Homes continue to
redefine and cut services, and pass more expense on to the residents. For example, under new regulation all
handicapped ADRD/Comprehensive residents must provide a traveling companion in order to ride APH’s
handicapped bus to their medical appointments. Under the stipend program my dad is only allowed $100
per month to cover his needs; | must supplement this since this is not enough. He cannot pay the $25+
charge for a companion. | do not see how I can, with a documented back injury, be his companion and push
his chair and carry my baby at the same time. As a single mom, 1cannot pay this additional cost. If APH
has enough staff to transport residents for shopping events or the State Fair, why are they lacking staff for
important medical transportation? Why are only the handicapped Pioneer Home residents forced to pay this
additional expense/get family assistance to supplement short staffing? Where are the funds in your safety
net programs to pay for this?

My father is physically handicapped and mentally challenged with dementia. Prior to admission, we were
told APH was the premier assisted living dementia facility, which would provide individualized physical
therapy and medical care to meet my dad’s needs, and that he could age in place without having to move to
a nursing home. Now, in an email dated 2/25/02 Bill O’Connor, Administrator states Ihat because APH is
an assisted living home it does “not provide intensive medical services, such as skilled PT or rehabilitative
PT to residents. Such skilled health care can be provided off premises, as is the case for Mr. Margeson
with Providence Outpatient Physical Therapy”, However, without transportation, my dad cannot attend
physical therapy off premises. Furthermore, if my dad were receiving adequate exercise/ daily range of
motion he would not need rehabilitative physical therapy (HCFA says becoming immobile is an indication
of neglect). Because the Home does not provide the promised services, my twice daily visits are spent
massaging my dad’s painful hand contractures, providing range of motion exercises, providing standing
therapy, providing hydration, providing activity/exercise such as ball tossing, and feeding him; there is little
time to simply relax and be his daughter. The Home continues to hire administrators, and cut the direct care
CNA staff. With diminished services, free access to medical transportation is crucial.

My dad needs funding to pay for the administration of his nutritional supplements - a service promised in
writing prior to admission, but no longer provided. This service is provided by other assisted living homes,
nursing homes, and the hospital, when doctored ordered, which is the case with my father. | have hired a
health carc provider at a nominal amount to provide this service. A small portion of my dad’s $2000 social



security benefit would cover the cost, but the Pioneer Homes will allow him to use these funds for medical
expenses. There is a grant program available to residents on the stipend, but my dad has been repeatedly
denied funding. The Permanent Fund, which is his “safety net”, has been spent to pay for this service; his
2003 Permanent Fund is also spent, and he is destitute with ng funds to pay for the service. By statute, a
resident is allowed to choose his medical care and provider. My dad, son of Welsh-English immigrants, has
taken nutritional supplements all of his life. At my dad’s Carc Conference 9/14/01, APH administration
took away the administration of these supplements, which they had administered since 1997, claiming that
Nursing Board Minutes dated Doc. 1998 precluded than from providing that service. Long-term Care
Ombudsman J.R. Richards, Esq. termed this taking away of services (administering nutritional
supplements, and transportation to Outpatient PT) retaliation for the Violation the Pioneer Home received
on 8/21/01.1bdieve this was the Home’s first Violation: my handicapped father, who cannot talk/push a
call button/summon help, was left painfully restrained on a portable commode for one hour, as documented
by video.

APH has pressured my dad’s physician to cancel the order for his nutritional supplements, which she has
refused to do because of the health benefits to my dad. Where, in your Safety Net Programs are there
funds to pay his health care provider for continued service?

My father, an All-American soccer player, suffers pain from past injuries - for years the orthoped
successfully prescribed use of APH's whirlpool/Jacuzzi for pain management. Without this service, my
dad’s brow is furrowed in pain, and he sleeps fitfully. APH’s recent remodel replaced the whirlpool with
expensive hi-tech sonic skin scaler tubs, which do not provide whirlpool pain management benefits.
Without medical transportation, 1have been unable to determine if my dad should find an off-premise
Jacuzzi, seek massage therapy, or take pain medication, which the doctor is reluctant to prescribe because
of possible interactions with other medications. Cost ofadditional medications/services will increase
stipend debt for the Pioneer Homes. Replacing the sonic skin scaler tub with the whirlpool is a cost-
effective kinder Eden-like way of treating our Seniors. Are there funds available in your Safety Net for my
dad's pain management Jacuzzi?

Budget cutting is necessary, but not at the expense of care for our Seniors. Hiring more administrators and
cutting direct care/providing insufficient direct care staff is not the way we should treat Alaskans.
Trimming the budget should mean prioritizing services - certainly, a resident should not be denied medical
care. How we treat our elders defines the type of care we will receive in our old age. My dad is a proud
Veteran - 1hope your Safety Net Programs can provide immediate assistance and save him from the
embarrassment of seeking funds through church or VFW fundraisers to pay for his medical needs: medical
transportation, administration of nutritional supplements, and pain management whirlpool/Jacuzzi therapy.
| appreciate your time and look forward to a response from you regarding these issues.

CC: Loren Leman, Lt. Governor Sincerely,
Senator Hollis French —. — N
Senator Eric Croft
Senator Lyda Green Marty Margeson, POA for
Senator Gary Wilkens Ret. Lt Commander William Margeson

Senator Fred Dyson

Senator Gretchen Guess

Representative Ethan Berkowitz

Representative Les Gara

Representative Con Bunde

Representative Max Gruenberg

Commissioner Craig Campbell, Dept Military X Veteran Affairs
Ron Cowan, Office ofthe Long-term Care Ombudsman
CARING



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
Committee on SB35 & SBMG , (ated April 15,2003
bill # / subject public hearing date

Signed:

To Whom It May Concern:

We here at the FCS vocational department feci that you M y don’t understand the
importance of DD funding. Without this funding DD consumers will be denied their
links to the community. We will not be able to assist them in finding employment that
will help them to be an active and contributing member ofthe community. Please

reconsider your decision.

J gamma B (u”r.B Et/f/icvSAVAGLIPA7n/" Plran* MilliA
Testifier Sus/\U p£rEfso N D avis

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee

committee name

Committee on SB35 & SB 36 , (ated April 15,2003
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee

committee name

Committee on SB35 & SB 36 - dated April 15,2003

bill # / subject public hearing date

Dear Senator

It is said that one knows where a country/state is on. the evolutionary scale by the way it
treats its unique people, i.e., the elderly, persons with disabilities, etc. The DD budget
helps people live with dignity; do not take this away!

Sincerely,

Ginger Drais

Care Coordinator

Frontier Community Services

Signed

Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee

committee name

Committee on SB35 & SB 36 (dated April 15,2003

bill it 7 subject public hearing date

Dear Senator,

Please restore the $1,200,000.00 to the Developmental Disability Grant Funds as they
provide critical services to the disabled population ofour state. Any changes need to be
increases not decreases as the funds already fall short o fthe need.

Karen Stroh

Care Coordinator for Individuals with Developmental Disabilities

Signed:

Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd#36 Soldotnu. AK 99669
Address

Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name
Committee on SB3 & SB36_ , (lated April 15,2003
bill # / subject public hearing date’

Signed:

50 °

To whom it may concem,

As a care coordinator of DD folks, | see the difference DD services makes in
their lives. Many ofthe people | serve have NO family. With out funding
for staff, they would be in crisis after crisis, some institutionalized, and
many would be abused and taken advantage of in the community.

Joyce Williams N _
Care Coordinator/Activity Coordinator

Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Bcach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee hame
Committee on &p 36 , Clated April 15,2003
Bill # / subject " public hearing date

| have a daughter with a severe disability. Without DD funding through the
St. of Alaska, our family would NOT be together today. Please restore the
2.2 million dollars back to the DD general grant. The amount thatis
currently there isNOT enough for people with developmental disabilities.
Thank you,

Lynnette Haas

Signed:

Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Bcach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

D 908882 m 'WNm on \wm 921 3L 8002-Sl-Hdy



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name
Committee on SB 35 & SB 36 , dated April 15,2003
bill # / subject public hearing date
April 9,2003

Dear Senator,

I am writing about a vital need for developmental disability programs in our
communities. 1genuinely have seen what a difference these programs make. Please,
support restoring the Developmental Disability (DD) General Fund Base Grant. Without
this funding, families will be tom apart and faced with expenses they already do not have.

Sincerely,

Jessica Glonek
Communily Supporu Program Autiani

Sighed:
Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd#36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

10 d 9106 £82 106 "ON X8J Onl 18N3X W 12:11 301 8002-SI-Udy



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name —
Committee on SB3 & SB36 , (lated April 15,2003
bill # / subject * public hearing date

| have had the opportunity to work with children that have significant
developmental delays. Medicaid and other resources will be used as a
“side stitch” to accommodate those specific needs if the DD budget Is

cut. It is our children that are being affected and they are our future,
Please help us today!!!

Signed:

Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

32.08 883 206 "ON X83 on 18N3X W 23:1! 301 8003-31-ddV



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name

Committee on SB 35 & SB 36 , Clated April 15,2003
bill 4/ subject * public hearing date

As the parentofachild with multiple developmental disabilities, | know first hand the
necessity tor services. Such services help families stay together and function as other

families do. Please restore the $2.2 million in DD funding to help families who will be in
crisis without the services these funds provide!!
Cindy Deming

Signed;

T estifier

Self

Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

SLOE E02 106 ON X03 on 1ONSX WD 12:11 301 8002-91-Hdy



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name
Committee on SB 35 & SB 36 , Olated April 15,2003
bill #/ subject public hearing date

Please send the following POM to the list of Senators attached:

I urge you to restore the $1,200,000 of underutilized funds to the Developmental
Disability (DD) General Fund Base Grant budget line. Community Services arc a cost
effective way to provide the ser'ices necessary to keep families/individuals out of crisis
without assessing more expensive Medicaid funded services. Wini Crosby

Signed:

Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

S/.08 882 106 "ON XW Oil 18\3)1 UU 12:11 3fll S002-SI-ad8



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
Committee on SB35 & SB 36 , Clated April 15,2003
bill # / suhiccf . PR T T U,
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name
Committee on SB 35 & SB 36 , Oated April 15, 2003
bill #/ subject public hearing date'

X xMc **Ns zy bl /] "oLcrykth,

SKCyo ~CJ
sJyy? -db$£& A~" (

Signed:

Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Bcach Rd#36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number
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Linda LeVcque

197 W. Corral St.
Soldotna.AK 99669
907-262-5675

April 9,2003

To Whom it Concern:

I am currently a foster mother for a boy with disabilities. It is because of the DD
funding that 1am able to provide a therapeutic home and supply him with the services he
so desperately needs. It is because of this that he is now developing peer relations and
inclusion could be part of his future. If this funding is remove | know for certain that I
would be negatively affected, and that it then would affect the environment that my foster
son has become so accustomed to. Please do not destroy what we have labored so hard to

achieve these past two years.

SLOe £82 m  'ON xw on im W s2;::3M €00.-Si-ydy



Senate Finance Committee Hearing

lof |

Subject: Senate Finance Committee Hearing
Date: Mon, 14 Apr2003 19:25:31 -0600

From : "roguszka" <roguszka@tnyexcel.com>
To: <Senator__Con_Biinde@Legis.state.ak.us>

I would like you to forward my comments on the fiscal gap issue to
the Senate Finance Committee for its April 15-16 hearing. My
comments are in my letter to you of March 15, 2003 as to ny
thoughts for a significant solution. You kindly responded to me
via letter of April 1, 2003. That four page proposal, if applied
to everyone using Alaska for whatever reason including
corporations, would generate in excess of $237,500,000 annually.

Eugene G. Roguszka
4400 O'Malley Rd.,
Anchorage, AK 99507

4/15/2003 8:16 AM
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Senator Con Bunde

Alaska State Cagitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Senator Bunde:

In response to your e-mail of March 11, 2003 requesting mg thoughts as
to the best solution to Alaska's fiscal gap, | propose the adoption of an
“*Alaska Universal User Fee”. Within the criteria of my proposal, that
fee could generate at least $237,300,000 annually.

1. The fee would apply to every person using Alaska for what ever
reason, i.e., living here as a resident or non-resident, visiting as a tourist,
entering and spending some time as a salesman, contractor?mcludmﬁ all
contractor personnel?, consultant, working as an off-shore or on-shore
fisherman, out-of-state oil field worker—just to same a handful of
typical users.

2. The fee would effectively be a monthly fee.

3. The fee would be voluntary for the first 48 hours of an arri'iJ in
Alaska. 1t could be voluntary for the 11th and 12th morJhs of a
consecutive period related to a calendar year. For all other time, the fee
would be mandatory and due.

4. As a condition of adopting the “Alaska Universal User Fee”, hoth the
Permanent Fund Distribution Program and the Longevity Bonus
Program would continue, basically in accord with present practices.

5. Fees due could be deducted from the Permanent Fund Dividend,
through payroll deduction, as a surcharge on airplane tickets, and as a
payment at a port of entry of a vehicle or boat. Some users might be
difficult to reach such as “outside” fishermen of the Bering Sea;
however, | believe, these people could be reached via fish landings.

6. Duplication must be avoided. Accordingly, a receipt would be issued
to a recipient ofa PFD check (if the fee was deducted therein) to avoid a

-1 -



payroll deduction covering the same calendar period. A decal, or
similar device, would be issued to a motorhome/car visitor upon entering
Alaska to avoid a citation by a law enforcement officer.

7. With the *Alaska Universal User Fee” in place, some other proposals
might not be necessary, 1., annual school tax, state wildlife conservation
Bass, the seasonal sales tax, and discontinuation of the Longevity Bonus

rogram—that program will phase itself out soon enough if one carefully

reads the obituary pages.

8. The “Alaska Universal User Fee” might be in the range of $15 to $25
per month.

Some hasic statistics should be noted:

0 The population of Alaska in the year 2002 was 643,786; this was a
healthy increase from 633,630 in the year 2001. The increase was 1.6%.

0 The number of paid PFD applicants was 587,518 in 2002 vs. 581,509 in
2001. This was an increase of only 1.0%

0 The number of non-resident workers was 67,963 in 2001; resident
workers were 301,881 which does not include federal emBonees and the
selfemployed—some of whom probably were paid the PFD.

0 The number of visitors (arrivals to Alaska) between October 2001 and
September 2002 was well over 1,500,000 people; this does not include
resident arrivals.

Based on a user fee of, say, $25 per month, the revenue generated
annually would be:

0 PFD applicants 587,518 @ $250 each $146,900,000
0 Residents (non-PFD recipients) 56,268 @ $250 each ~ $14,100,000



0 Non-resident workers who work full time, say 50% of
67,963 @ $250 each $ 8,500,000

0 Non-resident workers who work less than full time, say 50%
of 67,963 @ $25 per month for 6 month average $5,100,000

0 Visitors of 1,500,000, say, 10% for 2 months @ $25 $ 7,500,000
0 Visitors of 1,500,000, say, 90% for L month @ $25 $33,800,000
0 Sub-Total $215,900,000
0 It is not unrealistic to add a contingency of 10% to

cover growth in 2003 and to expect identification

of additional users not herein noted. Further refine-

ment of data by more intimately knowledgeable

people within the government may add even more.

Add 10% of $215,900,000 $ 21,600,000
0 Total $237,500,000

At a rate 0f $20, the revenue generated would be $190,000,000; ata
rate of §15, the annual revenue would be $142,500,000. Each $1.00



would generate $9,500,000.

This illustrates my view that we individually and collectively have an
obligation to support reasonable levels and sizes of state services. In my
earlier letter to you, | expressed opposition to elimination of the Longe-
vity Bonus Program now because that would have placed a major share
of the financial burden on a very small increment of the population.

The above approach is one of fairness and equality in sharing the cost
without an excessive burden to each of us. No one person or group is

singled out for special treatment.

| am available to discuss this proposal further.

Anchorage, Alaska 99507-6524

Phone 907-346-1024; Fax 907-346-1074
E-Mail: roguszka@myexcel.com
March 15, 2003
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Rc: LegisIn'ive Update - Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on the Budget

Subject: He: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget
Date: Sun, 13 Apr 2003 13:34:45 -0700 (PDT)
From: doug hill <deeryard2001 @yahoo.com>
To: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us>

Senator Bunde,
Thank you for the updates that you send to us, your constituents.

It seems that the ruling class in Juneau erroneously believes that we have to dismantle (HB 191, EO 107)
the ability lo protect the very things that make Alaska rich - our lakes, streams, rivers, wetlands, riparian
zones, etc. in order to cut state spending. | would gladly relinquish my PFD and pay taxes in order lo
maintain the quality of Alaska's habitat. You can't have fish and wildlife without habitat. D >you treat
your home and your yard like some of the poor resource extraction companies and contractors treat

the country in the vicinity of their projects. When are folks going to stand up and treat the country with
some respect.

I will support responsible development and responsible politicians. | grew up in a Republican family and
have voted undeclared as an adult. | have voted for whom 1 fell was the best candidate (Republican and
Democrat). But, after witnessing the fiasco with regard to EO 107 and HB 191/SB 143 I plan to do all |
can to assist any party other than the Republican party in the future. EO 107 and HB 191/SB 143 are just
two examples of situations where the WAS NO LEGITIMATE OR INTELLIGENT CASE, YET THE
VAST MAJORITY OF REPUBLICANS WERE NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO THINK FOR
THEMSELVES - THEY LOCK STEPPED TO THE MURKOWSKI BEAT IN SPITE OF PUBLIC
SENTIMENT. Until a Republican can show me they arc working for the state and not special interests, I
will join the growing ranks of anti-republicans.

It is time to dissolve the two party system. | am tired of Democrat and Republican partisan politics.

Thank you for your time and efforts,
Doug Hill
Constituent

_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us> wrote:
Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts on some Alaskans. That is
frustrating after twenty years of not having to address that reality. However, it's my
considered opinion that if we do not address the reductions and the revenues necessary to fill
our fiscal gap, Alaska's economy will experience a drastic downturn that will have a negative
impact on business, state services, and all citizens alike.

That's the long way to say that while no one likes it when a program they use and/or value is
cut, and no one likes the prospect of new taxes or fees, most of us recognize that if the State
continues to sperd more money than it has, we'll be in deep financial trouble Ihat will
require very deep cuts to core services plus higher taxes than are currently proposed. Plus,
perhaps, even the loss of our PFDs.

The House has passed their version of the Governor s budget proposal to the Senate, which

ior2 4/15/2003 8:57 AM
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Re: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

Subject: Re: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget
Date: Sun, 13 Apr 2003 16:22:36 -0800
From: M&J Coulombe <coulombe@gci.net>
To: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.statc.ak.us>

Con - CUT CUT CUT!!I Cut the Longevity Bonus and anything else we can possibly do!! Support the Governor's
proposals!

— Criginal Message.....

From: Con Bunde

To: Legislative Update

Sent: Friday, April 11, 2003 5:11 PM

Subject: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts on some Alaskans. That is
frustrating after twenty years of not having to address that reality. However, it's my
considered opinion that if we do not address the reductions and the revenues necessary to fill
our fiscal gap, Alaska's economy will experience a drastic downturn that will have a negative
impact on business, state services, and all citizens alike.

That's the long way to say that while no one likes it when a program they use and/or value is
cut, and no one likes the prospect of new taxes or fees, most of us recognize that if the State
continues to spend more money than it has, we'll be in deep financial trouble that will
require very deep cuts to core services plus higher taxes than are currently proposed. Plus,
perhaps, even the loss of our PFDs.

The House has passed their version of the Governor's budget proposal to the Senate, which
has also been considering their version in various subcommittees. The Senate Finance
Committee will be taking public comment on their proposed budget from around the
state April 15-16. Anchorage residents will be able to comment via teleconference on
April 15th between 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. at the Anchorage Legislative Information
Office, 716 W. 4th Avenue.

While you have doubtless read about the more controversial budget proposals in the

newspaper, | encourage you to review the Senate Finance Subcommittees’ Close-out Reports
for yourself at http://www.legfin.state.ak.us/ and take the time to offer your comments to the
full committee. You can do so during the public comment teleconference. If you cannot gel
to the teleconference, but would like to comment, please contact me, preferably in writing by
fax or e-mail, and 1 will be happy lo forward your comments to the committee for the record.

Con

All addresses ihi' "blind".foryourprivacy. /| strict "no spam” /uiliry is observed. Ifvondon | U:sh to receive "legislative Update,"just

let me know. |fvon knOW a.friend or neighbor who lut\ notirevived "legislative Update" lint would like to Itr Intituled, | will be plod to

include them Ifthey Cnititiet me. Your replies, continents, ipiestimts, ontl/or suggestions are welcome. Constituent comments on legislation
and paltry issues may be labttloled, slutted with other legislators, or (gutted in >71><)((cites. Names, however, will be kept private.

4/15/2003 8:57 AM
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RE: Legislative Update - Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on the Budget

Subject: RE: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget
Date: Mon, 14 Apr 2003 12:45:03 -0500
From: "Townsend, Monte A" <TownseMA@BP.com>
To: "'Con Bunde' <Senator_Con_Bunde@ Legis.state.ak.us>

Con,
Just a quick note in response. And | am your neighbor - physically, as our property joins each other on Goldenview.

Please maintain your stance on reducing spending, even though it means cuts to services. | favor user fees,
substantial ones if necessary. Then we can more appropriately make the decision of how much we want to pay for.
| do not agree with monies going into a general fund to then be distributed.

The suggested reduction by the governor is good. Please support. Personally | would even push harder on trying to
take oul expenses this year.

A little good news. Compared to many other States our budget is much better off!
Thanks for working hard.

Monte Townsend

Original Message-----
From: Con Bunde [mailto:Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us]
Sent: Friday, April 11, 2003 5:12 PM
T0: Legislative Update
Su bject: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts on some Alaskans. That is frustrating after
twenty years of not having to address that reality. However, it's my considered opinion that if we do not
address the reductions and the revenues necessary to fill our fiscal gap, Alaska's economy will experience a
drastic downturn that will have a negative impact on business, stale services, and all citizens alike.

That's the long way to say that while no one likes it when a program they use and/or value is cut, and no
one likes the prospect of new taxes or lees, most of us recognize that if the State continues to spend more
money than it has, we'll be in deep financial trouble that will require very deep cuts lo core services plus
higher taxes than arc currently proposed. Plus, perhaps, even the loss of our PFDs.

The House has passed Iheir version of the Governor's budget proposal to the Senate, which has also been
considering their version in various subcommittees. The Senate Finance Committee will be Inking
public comment on their proposed budget from around the state April 15-16. Anchorage residents
will be able to comment via teleconference on April 15th between 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. at the
Anchorage Legislative Information Office, 716 W. 4th Avenue.

While you have doubtless read about the more controversial budget proposals in the newspaper, |
encourage you to review the Senate Finance Subcommittees' Close-out Reports for yourself at
http://www.legfin.state.ak.us/ and lake the time to offer your comments to the full committee. You can do
so during the public comment teleconference. If you cannot gel to the teleconference, but would like to
comment, please contact me, preferably in writing by fax or e-mail, and | will be happy to forward your
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RE: legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

lol 2

Subject: RE: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget
Date: Mon, 14 Ap <2003 11:07:58 -0800
From: "Carman, John' <JCarmun@homestatemtg.com>
To: 'Con Bunde' <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us>

Thank you for the information. Please pass my comments on to the committee. As O'Riley would say | will try to be
Pithy when | Opine.

I have lived in Alaska since 1971 - 1am in the banking industry and have seen many booms and busts. | agree with
you completely that an adjustment should be made in smaller amounts earlier rather than large drastic amounts
later. | also firmly believe that the purpose of the permanent fund was to fund government. The only way you can
justify taxing one group of Alaskans while you are paying out "excess" money to another group is if you believe the
purpose of government is to redistribute income. In that case you also need to move to a socialist country - but you
better move quick because they are all failing rapidly. No argument of 'Fairness’ makes any sense - why is it more
fair to tax a working, contributing, Alaskan that has lived here for many years rather than take part of a pfd from a 10
year old ihat moved here from Los Angeles last year ?

Original Message—
From: Con Bunde [mailto:Senator Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us]
Sent: April 11, 2003 5:12 PM
T0: Legislative Update
Su bje Ct. Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts on some Alaskans. That is
frustrating after twenty years of not having to address that reality. However, it's my
considered opinion that if we do not address the reductions and the revenues necessary to fill
our fiscal gap, Alaska's economy will experience a drastic downturn that will have a negative
impact on business, state services, and all citizens alike.

That’s the long way to say that while no one likes it when a program they use and/or value is
cut, and no one likes the prospect of new taxes or fees, most of us recognize that if the State
continues to spe- . more money than il has, we'll be in deep financial trouble that will require
very deep cuts to core services plus higher taxes than are currently proposed. Plus, perhaps,
even the loss of our PFDs.

The House has passed their version of the Governor's budget proposal to the Senate, which
has also been considering their version in various subcommittees. The Senate Finance
Committee will be taking public comment on their proposed budget from around the
state April 15-16. Anchorage residents will be able to comment via teleconference on
Anpril 15th between 8:00 p.m. and 9:00 p.m. at the Anchorage Legislative Information
Office, 716 W. 4th Avenue.

While you have doubtless read about the more controversial budget proposals in the

newspaper, |l encourage you to review the Senate Finance Subcommittees' Close-out Reports
for yourself at hUp://www.legfin.state.ak.us/ and take the time to offer your comments to the
full committee. You can do so during the public comment teleconference. If you cannot get
to the teleconference, but would like to comment, please contact me, preferably in writing by
fax or e-mail, and 1 will be happy to forward your comments to the committee for the record.

Con

4/15A2003 8:56
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Rc: Legislative Update - Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on die Budget

loll

Subject: Re: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

Date: Sun, 13 Apr 2003 08:58:12 -0800
From: Dianne Holmes <dianeh@corecom.net>
To: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.staie.ak.us>

Con,
I have looked at part of the Close-out reports and while they are of
course very confusing to the average citizen, | have some guestions:

Regarding the fire suppression funds--it appears there is a lot of new
funding especially for ‘'preparedness.” What will those funds actually
be used for?

Also | see in “he Ed budget that the funding for "ward of the state™
has been eliminated which will affect the larger cities such as

Anchorage. | assume that DFYS is still responsible for child abuse and
neglect, so | would assume that funding would still be needed for
those children who become wards of the state. | am not sure what

funding LFYS has for such needs or why the Ed budget has/had this
program, but | would think DFYS can't do their job without means to
deal with ‘wards.” What does this mean?

I did not see anything about Community Schools in the budget but may
have missed it. You know thr.L CS gives the whole state the biggest
bang for the buck and probably should be under mental health.
Sometimes such low cost programs are the only healthy social outlet
that families have. New-to-the-state families & those where English is
not their first language may use CS as their only social outlet for
becoming familiar with a strange climate. Anything that can be done co
help volunteers carry out this critical program should be encouraged
as we all benefit in the end with a healthier society. The program
should not be deleted from the statutes (like was planned, | believe)
and some, even minor, funding should be given to help keep this
program alive so that it can be revived more fully when our next
Pruahoe comes in.

Dianne Holmes

4/15/2003 8:57 AM
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Rc: legislative Update - Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on the Budget

Subject: Re: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget
Date: Sun, 13 Apr 2003 08:20:04 -0800
From: Steve Heuslee <shenslee@juno.com>
To: Senator_Con_Runde@Legis.state.ak.us

Con,

I agree with your recent e-mail and | agree the PFD will go away, but not now. The legislature has shown
no fiscal responsibility to date and their only solution has been to find more money. With this mind set, the
permanent fund will not be permanent for long. You say we have not had to deal with reality. Allowing
access to the permanent fund prior to real fiscal decisions being made and before someone stands up to
take leadership in the legislature (this does not include Pete Kott), access lo the permanent fund will only
continue the dream world. If you think we have problems now, what will it look like when there is no

permanent fund?

I fully support the governor's budget, please support it in Juneau. | know it's tough, but now is the
opportunity to lead.

Steve Henslee

I of I 4/15/2003 8:57 AM
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Re: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

Subject: Re: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget
Date: Fri, 11 Apr 2003 20:04:20 -0800 (Alaskan Standard Time)
From: "FINKLE" <finkie@arctic.net>
To: <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Senator Bunde,

When the surplus is gone, it's gone. When the special programs of reward ate out of money,
then they too are gone. That will eventually include the PFD which I personally feel should be
applied to the infra structure of Alaska. [guess the question is, will the political climate use PFD
wisely or bring the "pork" back to their constituents without the greater interest of Alaska at
heart? Ithink the public thinks the legislature is not capable of the greater good when local
interests pull off resources needed for state wide henefit.

There are no free rides. If people want improvements and a social structure supportive of their
life style, ten taxes are required to provide that elevated level of living (i.e. roads, education,
harbors ,id trade)

['don't think paying the bills has much to do with developing new economic opportunities.
However, ifyou don't pay the bills then you've got a debt which has a negative impact on every
aspect of living in the state Paying the bills has everything to do with the maintenance of the
state, its programs and its ability to give our citizens what they have come to expect as a given
with out paying the "fiddler." Something has to give. It'stime to pay the fiddler. Iam not
familiar with the detailed aspects of the Governors budget proposal. Regardless, if the public
has to chip in to maintain our level of maintenance and operation, then so be it.

Rod Finkle
Original Message-------

From: Con Bunde

Date: Friday, April 11, 2003 17:15:27

To: Legislative Update

Subject: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts on some Alaskans. That is frustrating after
twenty years of not having to address that reality. However, it's my considered opinion that if we do not
address the reductions and the revenues necessary to fill our fiscal gap, Alaska’'s economy will experience
adrastic downturn that will have a negative impact on business, state services, and all citizens alike.

Thai's the long way to say that while no one likes it when a program they use and/or value is cut, and no
one likes the prospect * ew taxes or fees, most of us recognize that if the State continues to spend more
money than it has, we'll be in deep financial trouble that will require very deep cuts to core services plus
higher taxes than are currently proposed. Plus, perhaps, even the loss of our PFDs.

T House has passed their version of the Governor's budget proposal lo the Senate, which has also been

considering their version in various subcommittees. The Senate Finance Committee will be taking
public comment on their proposed budget from around the state April 15-16. Anchorage residents

lol 2 4/15/2003 8:58 AM


mailto:finkie@arctic.net
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Response to Legislative Update

Subject: Response to Legislative Update
Date: Mon, 14 Apr 2003 21:50:25 -0800

From: "Jenny Redick & Regan Sarvvas" <jnr@ alaska.net>
To: "Con Bunde" <Senator_Con_Bunde@ Legis.state.ak.us>

Hi Con:
Thanks for the greatjob keeping your constituents informed. We appreciate it.

Regarding the budget reductions, we find itincredible that the Republican legislature
is unable to end a welfare program for wealthy older Alaskans while simultaneously
cutting funding for the care and education of our young.

Given our limited resources, why are we reducing our investment in the most
vulnerable portion of our population (the segment of the population that will return
that investment in the future), while maintaining our expenditures on the members of
our community that, as a whole, are already well provided for?

The answer to that question is blatantly obvious to voters. Legislators are pandering
to those with the most political clout even Ifthey have the least need. It is distressing
to us that thoughtful, responsible leadership in this area is so lacking. What kind of
message is this sending about our priorities? What kind of future are we helping to
build for our community?

We know that budget cuts are necessary at this time. We hope that you will be a
voice of reason during this process.

Sincerely,
Regan Sarwas and Jenny Redick

4/15/2003 9:07 AM
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Legislative Update - Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on the Buadget

Subject: Re: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget
Date: Fri, 11 Apr 2003 17:19:24 -0800
From: Gary Miller <gary.miller@alaska.com>
To: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us>

We agree, it’s time to get real, start with an income tax, reduce pfd
and use balance toward necessary state expenses. We cannot just cut our
way to insanity which the current direction. We are more than willing

to pay more taxes!

Gary and Susan Miller

From: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@ Legis.state.ak.us>
Organization: Alaska State Legislature

Date: Fri, 11 Apr 2003 17:11:38 -0800

To: Legislative Update <lIsncbun+legupdate@ legis.state.ak.us>
Subject: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public
Comment on the Budget

Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts
on some Alaskans. That is frustrating after twenty years of
not having to address that reality. However, it's my
considered opinion that if we do not address the reductions and
the revenues necessary to fill our fiscal gap, Alaska's economy
will experience a drastic downturn that will have a negative
impact on business, state services, and all citizens alike.

That's the long way to say that while no one likes it when a
program they use and/or value is cut, and no one likes the
prospect of new taxes or fees, most of us recognize that if the
State continues to spend more money than it has, we'll be in
deep financial trouble that will require very deep cuts to core
services plus higher taxes than are currently proposed. Plus,
perhaps, even the loss of our PFDs.

The House has passed their version of the Governor's budget
proposal to the Senate, which has also been considering their
version in various subcommittees. The Senate Finance Committee
will be taking public comment on their proposed budget from
around the state April 15-16. Anchorage residents will be able
to comment via teleconference on April 15th between 8:00 p.m.
and 9:00 p.m. at the Anchorage Legislative Information O ffice,
716 W. 4th Avenue.

While you have doubtless read about the more controversial

4/15/2003 8:58 AM
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Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

| of |

Subject: Senate Finance to Take Public Commenton the Budget
Date: Mon, 14 Apr 2003 22:15:57 -0900

From: leewilson@ gci.net
To: Con Bunde <Senatoi_Con_Bunde@ Legis.state.ak.us>

Lee Wilson

9621 Hillside Drive

Anchorage, AK 99507-6010
907-346-3669

leewilson@ gci.net

4/14/2003

Senate Budget Subcommittee Closeouts

I am unable to make the call in on Tuesday
Please accept my comments courtesy of Senator Con
Bundy.

Governor Murkowski was elected on a pro-
education campaign among other promises. Cuts to the
foundation program, transportation and library
operations are unacceptable. We are asking the
schools to do more than ever with more accountability
than ever yet they continue to perform well by any
measure, These cuts undermine education achievement
and begin a decline to less than excellent schooling.

The University of Alaska is just regaining its
footing. Public confidence is just returning. Cuts
now will undermine program and progress.

The Habitat division must remain with fish
and Game. The governor clearly does not understand
that Fish and Game has the best long range look at
how development affects habitat and how bes

t to

mitigate damage. Murkowski told us a lot of mis-
truth about his proposal. | smell a skunk, it reeks
of outright forestry favoritism . The director of

DNR came from where?

Close the state chemistry lab in Juneau?
Doesn't that just tie the hands of environmental
enforcement?

Safe communities are the heart of democratic
society. How can a cut of $4,193.9 be good for ny
family and our neighbors?

How can $511.7 be subtracted from Motor Vehicles
without a fee increase to maintain current level of
service?

4/15/2003 9,06 AM
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April 14,2003 T e

To all Senate Finance Committee Members:
Senator Lyda Green, Co-chair.(Fax; 465-3805)
Senator Gary Wilken, Co-Chair (Fax 465-4714)
Senator Con Bunde, Vice Chair (Fax 465-3871)
Senator Robin Taylor (Fax 465-3922)
Senator Ben Stevens (Fax 465-3872)
Senator Lyman Hoffman (Fax 465-4453)
Senator Donny Olson (Fax 465-4821)

Dear Senator:

The Cook Inlet Historical Society urges you to restore funding the State Library and State
Archives budgets. Restoring funds io the Alaska State Archives and State Library would ensure
public access during regular business hours and provide at least a minimum service level for
these organizations.

Public access to government records is a vital part of our democratic society. For example,
citizens use government records to document their right to vote, apply for a permanent fund
dividend, and to register for unemployment, health benefits, and other social services. State
records help us understand the history of our state and nation, and they play an important role in
the interpretation of our past. Open access to government records are central to maintaining a
free and open society and one of state government’s most fundamental and vital responsibilities.

In addition, the cuts proposed for the state library will adversely affect the historical collections
and public access to the services and collections will be severely limited. Researchers traveling
to Juneau to use the resources of the state library have a special financial hardship, as the hours
of the historical collections that are already on reduced hours due to prior budget cuts will be
further limited.

The Cook Inlet Historical Society members are asking you to restore the funds for the Alaska
State Archives and State Library programs. State archives and libraries arc vital government
services that should be supported even in times of financial hardship. 1f1 can provide further
infonnation to you and your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me.

located in the Anchorage Museum of History and An
at the Rasmuson Center
121 West Seventh Avenue. Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3696

d i s \ri b o wW d (o ¢ n .



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the  Senate Finance Committee
(committee name)

committee on Budget/PFD/CBR dated

I'm a Board Member of Alaska Voters Organization. My name is Laurie Churchill. I am very concerned
with the large amount of money which has raided from our Constitutional Budget Reserve. This CBR
was only meant to Le a rainy day account. Its supposed to be repaid. Alaska's economy is depending

on you to vote NO for any spending that is not constitutionally mandated. We have schools that may
have to close. 1 have never seen more people moving out of state as there are this spring. We are loosing
a large population of people this year. Gasoline prices are outrageous!!! Jobs are scarce. Enacting

new taxes is the last thing these people of Alaska need. Our Representatives need to stop spending our
tax money on anything outside of the Constitutionally mandated requirements. The deficit spending needs
to stop. If these special interest legislation bills are not being passed and the deficit spending was under
control, then our State would not have any need for new taxes. Stop wasting our tax money on bills that
only help lobbyists and some select few with their own special interests. The people of Alaska elected
you. Stop trying to get into our PFD!

Laurie Churchill
PO Box 7043
Nikiski, AK 99635

776-3499

31.08 £82 106 "OH XUJ Oil IUN3X HU H:60 HOH 8002-01-HUH
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To all Senate Finance Committee Members;
Senator Lyda Green, Co-chair.(Fax'; 465-3805)
Senator Gary Wilken Co-Chair (Fix 465-4714)
Senator ConBunde, Vice Chair (Fax 465-3871)
Senator Robin Taylor (Fax 465-3922)
Senator Ben Stevens (Fax 465-3872)
Senator Lyman Hoffiman (Fax 465 -4453)
Senator Donny Olson (Fax 465-4821)

Dear Senator:

The Cook Inlet Historical Society urges you to restore funding the State Library and State
Archives budgets. Restoring funds to the Alaska State Archives and State Library would ensure
public access during regular business hours and provide at least a minimum service level for
these organizations.

Public access to government records is a vital part of our democratic society. For example,
citizens use government records to document their right to vote, apply for a permanent fond
dividend, and to register for unemployment, health benefits, and other social services. State
records help us understand the history of our state and nation, and they play an important role in
the interpretation of our past. Open access to government records are central to maintaining a
free and open society and one of state government’s most fundamental and vital responsibilities.

In addition, the cuts proposed for the state library will adversely affect the historical collections
and public access to the services and collections will be severely limited. Researchers traveling
to Juneau to use the resources of the state library have a special financial hardship, as the hours
of the historical collections that are already on reduced hours due to prior budget cuts will be
further limited.

The Cook Inlet Historical Society members are asking you to restore the fonds for the Alaska
State Archives and State Library programs. State archives and libraries arc vital government
services that should be supported even in times of financial hardship. 1f1 can provide further
information to you and your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me.

121 West .Seventh Avenue. Anchorage. AJaska 99501-3696
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MAR 24 2003

PLEASE ADD TO PUBLIC TESTIMONY

Paul Brmner

626 “N" Street
Anchorage, AK 99501
277-7967/337-1981

20 March 2003
Dear Senator Green:

It has come to my attention that th*™* Governor’s proposed budget incl'tdes a
cut of 10% to the Department of Labor’s a dult Basic Education funding, as well as
the elimination of the Human Services Matching Grant (HSMG). Both of these cuts
would impede valuable services to the state, such as those provided by the Anchorage
Literacy Project. Ifthese cuts take effect, there will be an alarming increase in Alaska
residents who lack the basic literacy skills to support themselves. This will be a
significant burden to the economy and health of the state.

I have included a series ofletters written by students of the Anchorage Literacy
Project; all of these students have a substantial investment in our continued services. 1
hope that you will review these letters carefully and also review the case I’m presenting
in this letter for restoration of HSMG and ABE funding to the budget. | hope that you act
as soon as possible to champion the interests of Alaska as served by programs like the
Anchorage Literacy Project.

The Anchorage Literacy Project is taking an active role in creating an adult-basic-
education infrastructure for the entire state.

» The Anchorage Literacy Project is Alaska’s only teacher-training program
certified in the Laubach method, the most comprehensive method for imparting
basic reading and writing skills to adult learners.

« The Anchorage Literacy Project regularly trains instructors from programs
serving communities around the state, including Homer, Valdez, Glenallen,
Nome, Bethel, and Kodiak.

< The Anchorage Literacy Project leads staff development workshops at the annual
Professional Development Conference, attended by trainers from around the state
of Alaska.



 The Anchorage Literacy Project provides training and consultation which helps
literacy pi grams statewide meet the rigorous federal standards of assessment and
reporting for Adult Basic Education.

These services are all made possible by AJBE funding and the HSMG grant.
These services cannot be duplicated by any organization currently working in the state. If
these services are cut, the rate of functional illiteracy in Alaska will rise. This will
have severe consequences. The functionally illiterate are much more likely to become
dependents of the state. The functionally illiterate are easily victimized, and are
extremely vulnerable to accidents and medical problems due to an inability to read signs
and simple instructions. Children 0! the functionally illiterate face severe disadvantages
learning basic skills. It is difficult for the functionally illiterate to enter the workforce;
therefore, any increase in functional illiteracy will result in an increased crime rate. When
the functionally illiterate do enter the workforce, they represent a great burden io
corporations’ productivity and profit, demanding more staff supervision and causing
more workplace accidents than functionally literate employees.

The monies the Anchorage Literacy Project receives from ABE funding and the
HSMG support four part-time staff positions. These staff positions support a program of
189 volunteers who generate $1,177,417 in in-kind labor, goods, and services annually,
instructing a total of 800 students a year. These students gain literacy skills which enable
entrance to Alaska’s workforce. The Anchorage Literacy Project serves students other
programs cannot, including students who start with absolutely no literacy skills and
students who require home tutoring. Anchorage Literacy Project students who have met
their goals have gone on to employment in all of Alaska’s major industries, including
resource development, transportation, tourism, medicine, and education. This represents a
great value to the slate of Alaska, and I think you’ll find it is money well spent.

There are alternatives to cutting ABE funding and the HSMG. These include a
slight increase to the proposed head tax, or use of the money from felons’ PFD. | hope
that you will recognize the value of the work that the Anchorage Literacy Project and
other programs carries out, a.id that you will do everything possible to champion
restoration of this valuable funding. Please feel free to contact me with any response or
questions.

Y<

'sscssmont Specialist, Anchorage Literacy Project



Anchorage
Literacy
Project

Student
L_etters

Please admit all to public
testimony



Cheri Hung
2806 Brittany Drive
Anchorage, AK 9904

Dear Representative Anderson:

My name is Cheri Hung. I came from Taiwan. | came to Anchorage four months ago. |
live with my aunt.

The teachers and staff of Anchorage Literacy Project always teach and work hard for
every student. They are quite dedicated. It’s important that there is a organization to help
people who come to the new place - Alaska. It’s even more important to teach people

how to support themselves.

English literacy is the basic job skill. I1fwe couldn’t study in ALP in the future, we
couldn’t expect to have ajob one day. It will be a problem that some people don’t have a
job. More expansion, more alcohol problems ... problems we won’t figure out without

an organization like ALP.

So I think ALP is a very important organization to me and society. Today | receive the
care of ALP, tomorrow I would like to be a volunteer. Because | really appreciate ALP

and Alaska’s government.

Please don’t cut HSMG and Adult Basic Education spending. It’s important to me.

Yours truly,

Chen nung



Young Suk Park
1703 Northwestern
Anchorage 99508

Dear Senator Guess:

I am Young Suk Park.

I’m from South Korea.

I’ve been live in Anchorage during 8 months.
Anchorage is good for me.

At first 1 didn’t speak English.

My friend introduce in Anchorage Literacy Project.
So | am studying at ALP.

ALP help me many things.

If 1 can speak English I’ll get ajob.

I’m proud of ALP the staff and volunteer.

I come in here every day.

Studying here has expanded my views of the world.
And I understand USA now.

I want to meet many friends at here.

I’ll hope ALP is forever-—-

Sincerely,

Young
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March 12,2003

Dear Senator Guess,
I am from China and | have been living in Anchorage, Alaska for ten

years. When | first came here, my English knowledge only consisted ofa
few words, hello and goodbye... Then Ijoined the Anchorage Literacy
Project English classes and began learning English. When | was pregnant,
they sent a volunteer tutor to my home. They helped me learn how to make
appointments with the doctor and 1 learned how to drive plus they he’oed me
with many other things. Many years passed, and after my children went to
school, | started taking the Anchorage Literacy Project English class again.

I wanted to learn more about American culture and history. | am
appreciative ofthose people who helped me in this land.

I believe many people are like me and really need help. Please do not
cut the HSM G and adult basic education spending it opens new horizons.

Literacy brings diverse people together.

Sincerely, Qian W. Scott
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Dear

This letter is to beg you to please not cut the funds
for the Anchorage Literacy Project. This program is so
useful and important to many students. It teaches students
how to read and w rite English and it also helps student to
prepare for jobs or advance in their current job.

It would be so disappointing to see this program cut do

to funds not being provided to support it. Once again, the
Anchorage Literacy Project really needs the funds and many
students need the Anchorage Literacy Project. So please,

keep this project and the funds going, and thank so much.

Sincerely yours,



\S %

Dear £EW /5

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps
many students learn English, prepare forjobs, and teach their
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning
literacy and adult basic students to go. It is an important part of

the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage

Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,

'W ao X 'a C R .
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Dear » f £y :

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps
many students learn English, prepare forjobs, and teach their
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning
literacy and adult basic students to go. It is an important part of

the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage

Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,



Dear ~u'4> ~ 'b-Wc)

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps
many students learn English, prepare forjobs, and teach their
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning
literacy and adult basic students to go. It is an important part of

the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage

Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,

— QXTYv VicrG-'r
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Dear

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps
many students learn English, prepare forjobs, and teach their
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning
literacy and adult basic students to go. It is an important part of
the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage
Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,
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DearSenator Dear Representative

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps
many students learn English, prepare forjobs, and teach their
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning literacy
and adult basic students to go. It is an important part of the state.

Please don’t cut the Pluman Services Matching Grant. Please
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage

Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,



Dear Senator 6tW Dear Representative

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps
many students learn English, prepare forjobs, and teach their
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning literacy
and adult basic students to go. It is an important part of the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage

Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,



Dear Senator Fy*mll /Dear Representative

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps
many students learn English, prepare forjobs, and teach their
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning literacy

and adult basic students to go. It is an important part of the state.
Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please

don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage

Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,
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«vDear Senator Cuess /Dear Representative _

The Anchorage Literacy Project Is a good program. It helps
many students learn English, prepare forjobs, and teach their
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning literacy
and adult basic students to go. It is an important part ofthe state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage

Literacy Project.

Sincerely vours,
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Dear Senator £//is [/ Dear Representative U

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps

many students leam English, prepare forjobs, and teach their
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning literacy

and adult basic students to go. It is an important part of the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage

Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,
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Dear Senator /| Dear Representative C iSs a a.:

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps
many students learn English, prepare forjobs, and teach their
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning literacy

and adult basic students to go. It is an important part of the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage

Literacy Project.
Sincerely yours,
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Dear SenatoifeflIM ly E7 Dear Representative He-.L'Z.g

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps
many students learn English, prepare forjobs, and teach their
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning literacy
and adult basic students to go. It is an important part of the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage

Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,
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Dear Senator /Dear Representative

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps
many students learn English, prepare forjobs, and teach their
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning literacy
and adult basic students to go. It is an important part ofthe state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy

Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage
Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,
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