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For the record the following is a text of my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee on April 
15,2003.
Good evening Senator Green and members of the committee. My name is John Cannon, I live at 
3101 Whispering Woods Dr, Wasilla. I am strongly opposed to the 2.2 million dollars in 
reductions to Community Developmental Disabilities Grants that were in the Governor’s budget 
and in the opeuting budget recently passed by the house. These cuts are not fair, go too deep 
and seriously jeopardize the safely net for many Alaskans with DD. Frankly, these cuts were 
hastily arrived at by the new administration after a superficial review of services in our state. 
Some of you were in the legislature when our state closed Harborview. The significance o f that 
event for persons with DD cannot be over stated. With the closing of Harborview. Alaska made a 
promise to its citizens with developmental disabilities that never again will any Alaskan, because 
of his or her disability, be sent away from their families, their extended families, their friends, 
and their home communities. The closing o f Haborview meant that Alaskans with 
devel ipmental disabilities were finally welcomed into the family of Alaska. It is a shameful and 
sad time in Alaskan history when our Governor and our House of Representatives say to citizens 
with DD that Alaska is going lo break that promise. It is a disgrace when 1300 Alaskans who are 
waiting for needed services are told that the basic safety net of services will no longer be 
provided. In recent legislative sessions our State Senators have been the more reasonable voice 
of our legislature. With a brand new administration and so many new faces in our House of 
Representatives Alaskans with developmental disabilities arc counting on the Senate’s 
experience and reasonableness, now, more than ever before. These reductions will cause serious 
harm lo Alaskans with DD and their families. It’ s up to you senators to do the right thing. Don't 
turn your back on this group o f Alaskans. Restore the cuts to the community tld budget. Thank 
you.
Sincerely.
John Cannon 
376-6063



J o h n  &  S h a r o n  C a n n o n
3101 Whispering Woods Dr. 

Wasilla, AK 99654 
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April 17, 2003
Senator Lyda Green 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Thank you Kr taking time out of your incredibly busy schedule last week to return my call. I 
apologize for not being available when you called. The reason 1 wanted lo speak with you is 
because I am gravely concerned about the current operating budget reductions to the Community 
Developmental Disabilities Grants. As stated in my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee 
on April 15lh I strongly believe that these cuts will seriously compromise the safety net available 
to Alaskans with developmental disabilities and their families. All indications are that these cuts 
were arrived at by the new administration after a superficial review, if any, of the Community 
Developmental Disabilities services in our state.
My vocation over the last 20 years has been to support Alaskans with Developmental Disabilities 
to live successfully in the community. 1 have personally witnessed how these funds have helped 
hundreds of individuals/families avert crisis and avoid more expensive services such as those 
funded by Medicaid. The Developmental Disabilities community is willing lo take its fair share 
of cuts however the level of cuts in the governor’s budget and the operating budget approved by 
the House are not fair, go too deep and seriously compromise the existing safely net for many 
Alaskans with developmental disabilities.
Senator Green, it is critically important for you lo know that the 2.2 million reductions to 
community developmental granls will jeopardize the health and safety of Alaskans with 
developmental disabilities. No where in the state is the need greater for these services than in 
your district. O f the 1300 Alaskans presently on the Waitlist for services at least 200 are Mat-Su 
residents. As Mat-Su looks to the future there may be even greater cause for concern. The 
Alaska Department o f Labor forecasts that the population of Mai-Su will more than likely 
increase to 102.756 by 2018. Based on current and anticipated future need it is likely that the 
demand for DD services in the Mat-Su region will continue to increase substantially. 
Unfortunately, our communily is growing at a time there is tremendous pressure to curb slate 
spending.
On behalf of Alaskans experiencing developmental disabilities many of whom are the most 
vulnerable and innocent among us I ask your assistance in restoring at least 2.2 million dollars 
back into the Communily DD grants. Even with these cuts restored if what we have been told is 
accurate there will still be i i excess of 2 million dollars reduced from the Community DD grant 
BRU. Thank you for considering this most urgent request for your support. Should you have 
any questions related to the funding for Community Developmental Disabilities services do not 
hesitate to contact me.
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April 23, 2003

Senate Finance Committee 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capital Building 
Room 520
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
Dear Honorable Co-Chairs and Senators:
Kawerak, Inc. encourages you to support Governor Murkowski’s FY-03 proposed 
General Fund budget of $1,024,900 for the State Subsistence Division.
Over the years, the Subsistence Division’s budget has been cut to the bone. The budget 
simply cannot be cut any further and the Division remain effective.
Kawerak has worked with the Alaska Department of Fish and Game Subsistence Division 
ovei the years to combine resources to develop subsistence data and information.
Through cooperative efforts, necessary information is relayed to the department and both 
Boards o f Fish and Game as they meet their mandates and make decisions. Any further 
cuts to the Subsistence Division budget calls into question, the State’s ability and interest 
in managing resources to meet the subsistence needs of Alaskans.
Subsistence being the highest priority for fish and game use, it is only right that the 
division responsible for compiling subsistence data and for providing information to the 
State, receives adequate funding to function.Thank you for considering our comments.
Respectfully,
KAWERAK, INC.

Loretta Bullard 
President
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To all Senate Finance Committee Members:
Senator Lyda Green, Co-chair.(Fax; 465-3805)
Senator Gary Wilkcn, Co-Chair (Fax 465^714)
Senator Con Bunde, Vice Chair (Fax 465-3871)
Senator Robin Taylor (Fax 465-3922)
Senator Ben Stevens (Fax 465-3872)
Senator Lyman Hoffman (Fax 465-4453)
Senator Donny Olson (Fax 465-4821)

Dear Senator:
The Cook Inlet Historical Society urges you to restore funding the State Library and State 
Archives budgets. Restoring funds to the Alaska State Archives and State Library would ensure 
public access during regular business hours and provide at least a minimum service level for 
these organizations.
Public access to government records is a vital part of our democratic society. For example, 
citizens use government records to document their right to vote, apply for a permanent fund 
dividend, and to register for unemployment, health benefits, and other social services. State 
records help us understand the history of our state and nation, and they play an important role in 
the interpretation of our past. Open access to government records are central to maintaining a 
free and open society and one of state government’s most fundamental and vital responsibilities.
In addition, the cuts proposed for the state library will adversely affect the historical collections 
and public access to the services and collections will be severely limited. Researchers traveling 
to Juneau to use the resources of the state library have a special financial hardship, as the hours 
of the historical collections that are already on reduced hours due to prior budget cuts will be 
further limited.
The Cook Inlet Historical Society members arc asking you to restore the funds for the Alaska 
State Archives and State Library programs. State archives and libraries arc vital g o v e r n m e n t  

services that should be supported even in times of financial hardship. If I can provide further 
information to you and your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me.

121 West .Seventh Avenue. Anchorage. Alaska 99501-3696
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Please restore the 2.2 m illion dollars you are proposing to cut from the D D  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families w ill go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the D D  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not on ly isolate families and individuals, but not allow  
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,

T o : F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i  a n d  th e  S e n a t e  F in a n c e  C o m m i t t e e
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Please restore the 2.2 m illion dollars you are proposing to cut from  the D D  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the fam ily unit. 
Without this funding source, many families w ill go into crisis, costing the 
State o f Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the D D  grants 
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Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
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that are currently being offered.
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Stale Capitol 
Juneau, AK

Paul Bryner 
626 “N” Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501

17 April 2003

Dear Senator Bunde,
I am a teacher with the Anchorage Literacy Project. 1 work overtime to help 

teach undereducated and developmentally disabled adults who are starting to 
learn English from the ground level. I also help coordinate the many volunteers 
who give generously of their time to help strengthen our program. The 
Anchorage Literacy Project uses money from the Human Services Matching 
Grant to pay four part time staff members to coordinate almost two hundred 
volunteers. These two hundred volunteers in turn provide services for a thousand 
adult students in need. This program exemplifies the sort of volunteerism that the 
Governor has called for this year. If the Human Services Matching Grant is cut, 
as has been proposed, Alaska voters will recognize that the Senate is taking 
shortcuts and easy solutions, using alarmist, gloom-and-doom rhetoric to justify 
cuts which will do nothing but hurt our state.

Basic Literacy training is the most cost effective human service this state 
provides. I would urge you to review the materials I have enclosed in order to 
confirm that this is the case. Having a more literate adult population reduces the 
number of dependants on the state. It reduces the crime rate and reduces 
medical costs incurred by those incapable of reading simple medical instructions. 
No one could argue that these are not basic state needs. Through running our 
volunteer program, we work hard to minimize costs, to recruit, train, and support 
those who have an undeniable commitment to keeping this state great.

The bottom line is: if the HSMG is cu‘ , hundreds of undereducated adults will 
have no alternative to illiteracy do you, personally, think this is a desirable, 
responsible option? Will your constituents think so?

The House Finance Committee saw fit, after an intensive review process, to 
restore HSMG funding in full. I hope that the Senate Committe will confirm the 
wisdom of this decision.
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I am still trying to review SB 35 and understand its complexities. One o f the 
many questions I have is the rent paid to the State o f  Alaska by the State o f 
Alaska. For example, The Department o f  Commerce and Economics has a 
proposed rent budget o f $794,400. This money is to pay the State rent on 
State property. I don’t get it. 1 wouldn’t pay rent to my husband so he can 
turn it around and give it back to me to give it back to him. I believe this 
happens a lot. Please someone explain this procedure in the simplest way.

I would like to see another Guardian Ad Litem placed out here in the Valley 
to help with the increasing number o f  CINA cases and civil cases that the 
Valley’s one G.A.L. is handling. If we are going to provide legal 
representation to children then lets see that we give them the same quality as 
you or I would want from an attorney representing us. If not, why bother to 
pretend to protect the rights o f people who can’t protect themselves.

If we need to trim money then we need to consider pay cuts. I f  my business 
is doing poorly, then I don’t earn much money. I f  the State is having a hard 
time making ends meet then the Governor, Lt. Governor and Commissioners 
may need to freeze or reduce their salaries until the State has more money to 
pay them. I f  you want the people o f  Alaska to reduce their demands for 
better and more services then we need to see our leadership join us in our 
economic struggle.

I thank you for your time and attention with regard to this matter.

Sincerely,

Marci Schmidt 
c/o Computer Works 
901 Hermon Road, #1 
Wasilla, Alaska 99654 
907-376-0188 uork 
907-357-3618 home 
907-376-9065 fax

April 15,2003
Dear Senate Finance Committee:
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Re: L on gev ity  Bonus

J a n e t  B. G irard  
1245 Scotwood Drive 
U la s i l la  
A laska  93554

Dear Governor Murkowski:
Yes Governor Murkowski, I am su re  a l l  o f  us e l d e s t  s e n io r s ,  

th e  ones on th e  lo n g e v i t y  bonus, would be happy to  le a d  A laska  in 
an e f f o r t  t o  r i g h t  A l a s k a ’ s f i n a n c i a l  problems and would l i k e  to  
sh a r e  th e  lo a d — i f  we p o s s ib ly  c o u ld .  But d e s p i t e  our age we 
s t i l l  have th e  u rge  f o r  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  and many o f  us a r e  
s t i l l  en d eavo r in g  to  g iv e  w orthw h ile  s e r v i c e  to  our communities 
and f a m i l i e s .  Wb a r e  not dunderheads on ly  to  be p a t t e d  on th e  
head and be e x p e c te d  to  w i l l i n g l y  walk th e  p lank to  an e a r ly  
d e a th .  D e sp ite  b e in g  c o n s c i e n t io u s  when i t  comes to  our h e a l th  
c a r e —e a t in g  c o r r e c t l y ,  e x e r c i s i n g ,  in c lu d in g  being a c t i v e  in  th e  
community, f o r  th o s e  who s t i l l  c an , and doing a l l  to  m ain ta in  
mental a c u i t y  our b o d ie s  s t i l l  con t in u e  to  d e g en e r a te .  Uith 
t h i s  normal a g in g  p r o c e s s  we o f t e n  need m ed ica t ion s  t h a t  a r e  ve ry  
c o s t l y  and d i f f i c u l t  to  a f f o r d  w ithou t h e lp .  We d e s e r v e  the 
o p p o r tu n i ty  to  f u l f i l l  our l i v e s  w ith ou t hav ing to  commit 
s u i c i d e .

Many o f  us canno t q u a l i f y  f o r  M edicaid Cwhich s t i l l  i s  a t  
l e a s t  p a r t l y  p a id  by th e  s t a t e ) ,  but y e t  th e  e x o r b i t a n t  c o s t  o f  
m ed ic in e  today  makes our s u r v i v a l  q u e s t io n a b le .  Without th e  
lo n g e v i t y  bonus, many o f  us w i l l  not be a b le  to  make i t .  I t  i s  
t h a t  v i t a l  t o  u s .

Do you r e a l l y  f e e l  t h a t  th e  e l d e s t  o f  A laskan sen io rsC age  
72-onward) a r e  so  un im portan t and u s e l e s s  t h a t  you a r e  w i l l i n g  to  
s a c r i f i c e  us f o r  th e  e x t r a  money A la sk a  needs , c au s in g  us g r e a t  
h a rd sh ip ,  and in  some c a s e s  g r e a t  pa in  and n e e d le s s  d ea th  fo r  
l a c k  o f  m ed ic a t io n  o r  food? S u r e ly  thB re  must be ano th er  more 
humane way to  s c a rB  up th e  b u c k s .

Many o f  our o ld e s t  s e n io r s  have been th e  p io n e e r s  o f  A laska 
and have g iv en  much to  th e s t a t e .  The a lr e a d y  ag ing  c h i ld r e n  o f  
t h e s e  s e n i o r s  would f in d  i t  hard to  r e p la c e  th e  l o s s  o f  th e  
lo n g e v i t y  bonus to  t h e i r  p a r e n t s .  T h e ir  younger d escendan ts  
would be j u s t  s t a r t i n g  out w ith  t h e i r  own heavy e x p e n s e s . What 
you do to  us im pac ts  th e  l i v e s  o f  many o th e r s  a s  w e l l .

Can’ t  we a t  l e a s t  end our y e a r s  in  a p ro d u c t iv e  way a s  long 
a s  p o s s i b l e  and w ith  d i g n i t y ?  P le a s e  don ’ t  a sk  us to  d i e  sooner 
than  we need t o .  We a r e  s t i l l  w o rthw h ile  c i t i z e n s  but most o f  us 
u n fo r tu n a t e ly  a r e  unab le  to  b ea r  anymore lo ad s ,  no m a tte r  how 
much we would l i k e  t o ,  and now w b  o u r s e lv e s  a r e  in  neBd o f  a 
h e lp in g  hand. We have g iv en  to  A la sk a— now we need your h e lp .  
P le a s e  don ’ t  condemn us to  t h i s  c a t a s t r o p h e .  P le a s e  keep th e  
lo n g e v i t y  bonus. We and our f a m i l i e s  w i l l  be e t e r n a l l y  g r a t e f u l .

S in c e r e ly  yours
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Frank L. G ira rd  
t 1245 Scotwood Drive

KB: LONGSV/TY &OK/US W a s i l laA laska  03654

Dear Governor Murkowski:
We •'read  your a r t i c l e  in  th e  Dailu  News o f  March 24 and your 
l e t t e r  to  me o f  March 25.
Many y e a r s  ago, I s t a r t e d  r e c e i v in g  the lo n g e v i t y  bonus CLB) th a t  
was a godsend then and now even more so . Without i t  my w i fe  and I 
would lo s e  our home or s t a r v e .  UJe a r e  not amused by your argument 
t h a t  s in c e  thBre a r e  2 0 ,0 00  p o s t -1 9 3 6  s e n io r s  who don ’ t  g e t  the 
bonus we shou ld  g iv e  up o u r s .  " I t  i s  u n fa i r  to  have two c l a s s e s  
o f  s e n io r  c i t i z e n s . "  In equ ity  between two c l a s s e s  i s  th e  r u l e  and 
no t an e x c e p t io n .  Consider th e  d i f f e r e n c e  between th e  v a s t  
m a jo r i ty  o f  s e n io r s  and r e t i r e d  s u c c e s s f u l  p o l i t i c i a n s .  We 
unders tand  th a t  your r e t i r e m e n t  income w i l l  be in  th e  f i v e  
f i g u r e s  p e r  month a t  t a x - p a y e r s ’ Bxpense . We t r u s t  t h a t  you w i l l  
g l a d ly  donate  a l a r g e  chunk o f  your l a v i s h  r e t i r e m e n t  income fo r  
" ed u c a t io n ,  p u b l ic  s a f e t y  and s a f e  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  sy s tem s"  th a t  
you s t a t e  in  your l e t t e r  we must g iv e  up our LB f o r .
One cou ld  j u s t  a s  w e l l  a rgue  th a t  th e  20 ,000  not on th e  LB 
program shou ld  be put on i t  to  a l l e v i a t e  th e  u n f a i r n e s s .  I f  we 
l o s e  th e  LB, i t  w i l l  not h e lp  th o se  c u r r e n t ly  not r e c e i v in g  i t  to  
any n o t i c e a b l e  d eg re e .
A l l  LB r e c e i v e r s  a r e  now a t  l e a s t  w e l l  in to  t h e i r  7 0 s .  Those 
s e n io r s  not on th e  LB program d id n ’ t  e n te r  the s t a t e  e a r l y  enough 
or d id n ’ t  rea ch  65 soon enough. T here fo re  th e  s e n io r s  not g e t t in g  
th e  LB a r e  younger than th o se  r e c e i v in g  th e  LB o r  a r e  r e c e n t  
e n t r a n t s  to  A la sk a , h a rd ly  t o  be con s id e red  A laska  p io n e e r s .
There i s  no q u e s t io n  t h a t  th e  o ld e r  one becomes, on a v e r a g e ,  the 
more o n e ’ s  h e a l th  d e t e r i o r a t e s .  With f a i l i n g  h e a l th  comes h igh er  
exp en se s  o f many k in d s , some c ru sh in g . T h e re fo re ,  t h i s  o ld e r  
group o f  s e n io r s  g e t t in g  th e  LB a r e ,  in  g e n e r a l ,  in  g r e a t e r  need 
o f  i t  than th e  younger group not g e t t in g  th e  LB.
We th in k  i t ’ s  a p p a l l in g  t h a t  to  he lp  make up s t a t e  f i n a n c i a l  
s h o r t a g e s  you t a r g e t  th e  most h e lp l e s s  o f A la s k a ’ s  c i t i z e n s —the 
I B , 000 o ldB S t and s i c k e s t  o f  any age group. Perhaps you imagine
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t h a t  t h e i r  v o t e s  a r e  o f  l i t t l e  c o n s e q u e n c e  an d  t h a t  many o f  th em  
a r e  t o o  s e n i l e  t o  f i g h t  yo u  an y w ay . I a s s u r e  yo u  t h a t  l a r g e  
n u m b e rs  o f  u s  n o t  o n ly  havB  a l l  o u r  m a r b le s  b u t  h a v e  e v e n  l a r g e r  
n u m b e rs  o f  f r i e n d s  an d  r e l a t i v e s  who a l s o  v o t e  a n d  h a v e  lo n g  
m e m o rie s !

Are you su r e ,  Governor hu rkou sk i, t h a t  your f i s c a l  p o l i c i e s  f o r  
A laska  a re  not d r iv en  by th e  same p o l i t i c a l  m otives  t h a t  d r iv e  
your man, Bush? Among th e s e  a r e  super t a x  c u t s  and o th e r  
f i n a n c i a l  ad van tag e s  f o r  th e  w ea lth y , th e  s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t s  w h ile  
h e lp  f o r  th e  l e s s  f o r t u n a t e  i s  l a c k in g .
I f  th e  s t a t e ’ s  f in a n c e s  a r t  r e a l l y  so bad th a t  b e le agu e red  
s e n io r s  a r e  asked  to  s a c r i f i c e ,  then t a x  church p ro p e r ty .  
Exempting r e l i g i o n  from i t s  f a i r  sh a re  o f  p u b l ic  exp en se , which 
th e  r e s t  o f  us must make up, v i o l a t e s  th e  F i r s t  Amendment, 
s e p a r a t io n  o f  church and s t a t e .  In d iv id u a l  p a r i s h io n e r s  w i l l  not 
s t a r v e  or lo s e  t h e i r  homes i f  t h e i r  church i s  t a x e d .  Another 
op t ion  i s  a s t a t e  l o t t e r y .  Why no t?  Many s t a t e s  a l r e a d y  do t h i s .
UJe a r e  su re  you a r e  r e a s o n a b le ,  Governor, Nurkowski, and th a t  you 
w i l l  r e c o n s id e r  your d e te rm in a t ion  to  e l im in a t e  th e  LB.
S i n c e r e l y ,



P l u ^  * 1 A
The Honorable Senator Lyda Green 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK

Paul Bryner 
626 “N” Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501

17 April 2003

Dear Senator Green,
I was glad to meet with you when I came to Juneau several weeks ago.
As I stated then, I am a teacher with the Anchorage Literacy Project. I work 

overtime to help teach undereducated and developmentally disabled adults who 
are starting to learn English from the ground level. I also help coordinate the 
many volunteers who give generously of their time to help strengthen our 
program. The Anchorage Literacy Project uses money from the Human Services 
Matching Grant to pay four part time staff members to coordinate almost two 
hundred volunteers. These two hundred volunteers in turn provide services for a 
thousand adult students in need. This program exemplifies the sort of 
volunteerism that the Governor has called for this year. If the Human Services 
Matching Grant is cut, as has been proposed, Alaska voters will recognize that 
the Senate is taking shortcuts and easy solutions, using alarmist, gloom-and- 
doom rhetoric to justify cuts which will do nothing but hurt our state.

Basic Literacy training is the most cost effective human service this state 
provides. I would urge you to review the materials I have enclosed in order to 
confirm that this is the case. Having a more literate adult population reduces the 
number of dependants on the state. It reduces the crime rate and reduces 
medical costs incurred by those incapable of reading simple medical instructions. 
No one could argue that these are not basic state needs. Through running our 
volunteer program, we work hard to minimize costs, to recruit, train, and support 
those who have an undeniable commitment tc keeping this state great.

The bottom line is: if the HSMG is cut, hundreds of undereducated adults will 
have no alternative to illiteracy do you, personally, think this is a desirable, 
responsible option? Will your constituents think so?

The House Finance Committee saw fit, after an intensive review process, to 
restore HSMG funding in full. I hope that the Senate Committe will confirm the 
wisdom of this decision.

d e c e iv e d
APR 2 2 2003
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A LP Fact Sheet 
FY  2003

W H O : Anchorage Literacy Project is a private nonprofit community based organization serving the 
undereducated and new English language learners for over 27 years. We have a staff o f  11.1 and are 
governed by a Board of Directors.

W H A T : Mission: Changing Lives Through Literacy 
Goals:

tipnaUoals.

iteracy issues
ieeds o f  adult learners ^

W H E R E : Main site is 1345 Rudakof; occupy 11 condo units, over 10,000 sq. fl. of office and classroom 
space Other sites are Fairview Recreation Center, Success By 6, Chugach Manor, Senior Citizen Center 
and individual homes.

'$ O W : T utor Training W orkshops -  train 365 new tutors over the pasL5 years j

V olun teer P rogram : 153 active one-to-one tutors
4 Small Group Tutors 
18 Classroom Teachers 
14 Tutor trainers
189 Active Instructional Volunteers served 800 adults with 38,000 

instmctional hours 
53 countries, predominant languages -  Spanish, Korean, Laotian, Thai

ie teaching. T he  re m a in d e r  is clone by g ra n t funded  p rog ram  
staff.

M ulti-Sensory  In s tru c tio n : 239 adults taught by two staff teachers, nationally recognized program for 
beginning level readers

IM PA C T  Fam ily L iteracy  P ro g ram : served 150 family members, parents and children with 
comprehensive literacy and parent education.

Average yearly number o f classes offered by ALP, on and off site is 40.

b u d g e t: Approximately $500,000
322.000  from federal, state, municipality grants
130.000 from United Way of Anchorage 20%  of to tal
100.000 from contracts, fundraising, individual, group and corporate 

contributions
In-kind co n trib u tio n s: $1,177,417 L abor, goods, and  services
Total B udget $2,169,417
United Way funds are critical to ALP’s success because they are unrestricted dollars. We pay our 
insurance, utility bills, building maintenance and other overhead administrative costs not allowed by grant 
funding with United Way dollars. We couldn’t do it3without them.



A n c h o r a g e  L i t e r a c y  P r o j e c t

Y e a r - E n d  S u m m a r y  F Y / P Y  2 0 0 2

I N D I V I D U A L  P R O G R A M  D A T A
AHFC IMPACT MSI M SI-EL Volunteer

Basic Students 2 0 239 0 12
E SL  Students 9 150 0 64 786
Total Students 11 150 239 64 798
Total Hours 668 8,404 9,655 1,116 37,961

H O U R S
AHFC 668
IMPACT 8,404
MSI 9,655
M SI-EL 1,116
Volunteer 37,961
Total Instructional Hours 57,804

S T U D E N T S
Basic  Students 247
English Literacy Students 945
Total Students* 1,192

* This is an unduplicatcci number o f  students served by ALP, 
many o f  the students participated in more than one o f  the 

individual programs offered.

V O L U N T E E R S
One-on-One Tutor 153
Small Group Tutor 4
Class Room Teacher 18
Tutor Trainer 14
Total Instructional Volunteers 189

£



A n c h o r a g e  L i t e r a c y  P r o j e c t

Program Com parison F Y  19 95 ---FY  2002

V O L U N T E E R  P R O G R A M G R A N T  F U N D E D  P R O G R A M S Grand

FY TUTORING & ON-SITE CLASSES AHFC ATAP/JOBS MSI CDBG IMPACT Total

FT PT BASIC ESL TOT HRS TOT STUDS HRS STUDS HRS STUDS HRS STUDS HRS STUDS HRS FAMILY MEM HRS STUDS

2002 X X 12 786 37,961 798 668 11 X X 9,655 239 1,116 64 8,404 150 57,804 1,192

2001 366 643 250 759 21,880 1,009 634 16 X X 8,340 243 1,589 57 8,043 115 40,486 1,440

200C 441 360 76 725 22,822 801 713 20 X X 7,156 200 3,938 88 5,454 55 38,356 1,146

1999 423 258 124 557 22,754 681 371 25 1,028 26 5,459 99 4,891 72 NO INFO 34,503 903

1998 393 240 116 517 20,696 633 591 43 3,366 35 2,974 56 2,760 23 NO INFO 30,387 790

1997 390 159 155 492 18,562 549 X X 5,696 37 976 26 X X NO INFO 25,479 647

1996 396 298 X X 22,166 694 1,177 53 5,746 51 X X X X NO INFO 29,089 | 789

1995 427 319 X X 25,274 746 1,653 46 5,379 42 X X X X NO INFO 37,969 991



A n c h o r a g e  L i t e r a c y  P r o j e c t

Tutor Comparison FY 1995--FY 2002

T U T O R S  T R A IN E D T R A IN E R S

F Y . B A S I C E S L B A S I C / E S L A C T I V E  T U T O R S B A S I C E S L T O T A L

2002 X X 5 7 57 172 5 9 14
2001 X X 94 94 204 6 8 (4
2000 26 65 X 91 193 7 8 15
1999 29 26 X 55 173 6 10 16
1998 27 50 X 7 7 182 6 9 15
1997 28 57 X 85 152 6 9 15
1996 X X X X 186 X X 0
1995 X X X X 178 X X 0



Anchorage L iteracy Project

HSMG is one o f three funding sources that support the Anchorage Literacy Project 
Volunteer Program.

United Way $53,000 36%

Total cost o f
Volunteer Program $ 140,000

Total ALP budget $657,000 HSMG 7%

A LP V olun teers p rov ided  63% o f the total 57,804 instructional hours 

A L P V olunteers teach  66%  o f Ihe total 1,192 adults served by the agency 

The cost per instructional hour for the Volunteer Program is $3.68.

United W ay funds
cover the administrative and overhead costs to provide literacy instruction to 800 adults. 
The state Department o f Labor/Adult Basic Education faces a 10% across the board cut in 
funding. It is assumed that this would decrease our grant by 10% but we do not know for 
sure how the ABE program administrators will apply the reductions.

Anchorage Literacy Project is a community based volunteer organization, committed to 
its mission o f changing lives through lite racy. The volunteer program is  its volunteers 
and the people funded by these grants. ALP limits it service to the beginning level 
learner in collaboration with the other major adult education providers in the community. 
Wc refer all intermediate and advanced learners to Nine Star or the UAA Adult Learning 
Center. They in turn refer all beginning learners to ALP. We have done this in order to 
reduce the duplication o f services and provide a continuum o f educational opportunities 
for all adults.
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Alaska Adult Education Association 
A Professional Organization for Alaska's Adult Educators 
March 2003

A d u l t  B a s i c  E d u c a t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n

A d u lt Basic E d u c a tio n  (ABE) is a program that provides students with assistance in math, 
reading, and writing skills. Most shidents who enter our programs need to complete a high 
school diploma and/or improve their basic skills so they can enter the workforce or 
postsecondary education. ABE also teaches English to the immigrant population. GED stands for 
General Educational Development. A GED graduate is a student who has earned a high school 
diploma by examination. Our adult education centers administer these exams.

Adult Basic Education is funded under Title II o f the Workforce Investment Act. ABE programs 
have a direct connection to Alaska’s workforce development.

There :>ro 18 agencies pi widing regional services and programs in Alaska. Many hubs serve 
remote .illages whenever possible. Local area contacts include:

1. Nine Star Enterprises, A nchorage, David Alexander, 279-7827
2. A nchorage Literacy Project, Polly Smith, 337-1981
3. n le u tia n -P r ib i lo f  Is lands Association, Karen Gonne-Harrell, 222-4231
4. A lask a  D e p a rtm e n t o f C o rrec tio n s , Roseann Munafo, 269-7416
5. Illisagvik College, B arro w , Barbara Struble, 852-1742
6. University o f  Alaska, Kuskokwim Campus, B ethel, Kathy Hanson, 543-4570
7. University o f  Alaska, Bristol Bay Campus, D illingham , Kim Govig, 842-3505
8. Adult Learning Programs o f Alaska, F a irb a n k s , Traci Nero, 452-6434
9. Literacy Council o f  Alaska, F a irb a n k s , Mike Donaldson, 456-6212
10. University o f  Alaska/Kenai Peninsula College, H om er, Carol Swartz, 235-1656
11. Southeast Regional Resource Center, Ju n eau /S E , Carin S.nolin, 586-5718
12. University o f  Alaska, K odiak , John Mahoney, 486-1215
13. Alaska Technical Center, K otzebue , Jerry Vick, 442-3733
14. Kawerak Inc., Nome, Ron Huffman, 443-4468
15. Prince William Sound College, V aldez, Angela Corcoran, 834-1671
16. Human Resources Company, W asilla , Laura Kelley, 373-5872
17. Alaska Vocational Technical Center, Sew ard, Lisa Rininger, 224-4164
18. University o f  Alaska/Kenai Peninsula College. S oldo tna , Diane Taylor, 262-0328

iduates
in t td y  25%  o f  the high scho 
001V When 29%  o f  all high s> »1 diplom as in A laska w ere GEDs, (

Facts

• In FYG2, 8,795 students (5,272 full-time and 3,523 part-time) received 291,526 hours o f  
direct instruction at a total cost o f $7.66 per hour. This per hour figure inc'adcs expenditures 
for administrative overhead, teachers, and instructional materials. O f the full time students,

• 42% were 25-44 years o f  age
• 25% were 19-24 years o f age
• 29% were Alaska Native or American Indian
• 67% were unemployed or not in the labor force



A laska  A d u lt E ducation A ssoc ia tion  
A  P ro fessiona l O rganization  f o r  A la sk a 's  A d u lt Educators  
M arch 2003

Program  Impact o f Redu ct ion
' i1-. ■« a •' *,* ..ictional activities and irvices

T h an k  you for your valued assistance.

C arin  Sm olin, P resident, A laska A dult Education Association 
C ontact: SE R R C -A laska’s Educational Resource C en ter 

210 F erry  W ay, Juneau , A K  99801 
w ork phone: 586-5718 email: carins@ serrc.o rg

Need fo r Services
• The 1990 US Census reported 53,827 adult Alaskans without a high school diploma or 

equivalency (GED). The 2000 US Census reported 58,070 adult Alaskans without a high 
school diploma; an 8% increase over 1990 levels.

account for approximately 13% o f f

•  Because adult education program funding is so very low, only 10% o f  adults in need in 
Alaska are served by these programs.

• W ithin the 18 program grantees, there are only 54 full-time personnel. Most instruction is 
provided by 151 part-time staff. Often, this part-time money only pays for someone to teach 
2-6 hours per week for six or seven months. Adults with low basic skills learn and progress 
very little with such scanty help. They are not likely to be productive, wage earning Alaskans 
if  they do not improve their skills. ABE programs help teach job search skills along with 
basic skills to prepare adults for employment and further education and training.

mailto:carins@serrc.org


A laska  A d u lt E d u ca tio n  Association  
A P ro fessiona l O rganization  fo r  A la sk a 's  A d u lt E ducators  
M arch  2003  
Talking Points:

A reduction means less students served, 10% less, and also reduction in hours that learning 
centers and testing centers are open.

We do a great service for so very little money. 10% reduction is equivalent to taking away two 
small grantees o f  our 18 regional programs that serve the entire state.

M ost o f  the centers are open entry/exit with evening hours and weekends. M any are open year 
round.

Served $8,795 students last fiscal year who received 291,526 hours o f direct instruction at a total 
cost of$7.66/hr.

There are 53,827 adults without a high school diploma in Alaska, 8% increase over 1990 census, 
which is 13 % o f  our population.

On average, 25% o f  high school diplomas issued in our state are GEDs.

4 io



C l o s i n g  A C S  w i l l  n o t  s a v e  t h e  s t a t e  
m o n e y .
> ASC, for the past 5 years, has not required the full 5.5 Million.

o 2002/2003 cost: 3.8 million,
o 2001/2002 cost: 4.4 million.

- Shifting ACS' students to District/Borough schools would cause:
o Increased costs by 20%  to the state compared to the 80% that ACS gets, 
o Overcrowding (About 750 ACS students reside in the state’s largest live districts.

and are most likely to return to local schools.) 
o Cost to build new schools and to hire new staff when small communities 

suddenly have enough students who are interested in going to a local school, 
o An increase in the lack of funding already existing in small schools.

> At least 1/3 of our 200 seniors are not going to be able to graduate bv the deadline.
o ACS seniors who do not graduate by "'une 30th will each either cost the state 

another full semester of classes, or will drop out of the school system altogether.
y  Warehouse rent is paid from the ACS budget. Rent for office, $369,000, is paid to the 

Permanent Fund corporation. Funds go from one state pocket to another. ACS 
could, conceivably, pay for office rent out of their own budget.

>  N o  o t h e r  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  s c h o o l :
o Is fully accredited. (ACS is accredited by the same standards that brick and

mortar schools are, but also meets all standards for distance learning
accreditation. The other correspondence schools that are applying will only have 
to meet distance learning standards, one of which requires high school teachers 
to have 24 semester hours in their subject area. Most correspondence schools 
have one teacher for their entire student body, making it impossible for them to 
meet it.) 

o Offers dual enrollment.
o Is mandated to enroll rural students after the student count period, 
o Has the know-how to aid special-needs children. ACS has a certified resource 

(special needs) teacher, 
o Has the ample teachers, or the support that ACS offers. This makes ACS the only 

correspondence school capable of meeting the 2005 No Child Left Behind criteria, 
o A summer school; without the ACS summer school, students without access to a 

brick and mortar school are denied an equal education, 
o Offers participation in as many unique programs, such as National (DC) and 

State (Juneau) Close-Up, Academic Decathlon, Presidential Classroom, 
Geography-B, Battle of the Books, and Lego League Tournament.

> These things, along with ACS's Parent Advisory Council, Library, the individual support 
teachers give to their students, structure of lesson plans, optional flexibility, advanced, 
online and traditional courses and a proven track record, make ACS dynamic, 
unparalleled and absolutely unique.

> ACS has developed 18 of the 29 online courses used by other schools in the state.
> Student from many other correspondence schools, such as IDEA and PACE enroll in ACS 

courses; so closing ACS will harm all Alaskan correspondence schools.
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a t  t h e  s e c r e t  n in j a  m o n a s t e r y  t h e r e .
9 . U s i n g  r e in d e e r  g u t  a n d  f l a t t e n e d  t in  c a n s  t o  c o n n e c t  t o  th e  W o r ld -  
W id e  I n t e r w e b .
8 . L e a r n in g  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  w a y  i n  a  r e a l  s c h o o l  b u i l d i n g  a n d  a  g e n u in e  
t e a c h e r  t h e  w a y  G o d  in t e n d e d ,  d a m n it !
7 . G e t  a  j o b .  T h e m  c i t i f i e d  J u n e a u  s i s s ie s '  " e d u c a t i o n "  w a s  j u s t  m a k e  th e  
k id s  u p p i t y ,  a n y w a y .
6 . K e e p  s e n d in g  o u t  h o m e w o r k  a s s ig n m e n t s ,  a n d  s t a r t  c o n s t r u c t in g  
p i t i f u l l y  c o m p le x  e x p la n a t io n s  f o r  w h y  t h e y  k e e p  c o m in g  b a c k  
u n o p e n e d .
5 . D e p e n d in g  o n  l o c a t i o n  in  I n t e r io r ,  w a l k  t o w a r d s  e i t h e r  F a i r b a n k s  o r  
A n c h o r a g e ,  i f  s c h o o l  is  n o t  i n  s e s s io n  w h e n  y o u  a r r iv e ,  t h e n  u s e  th e  f r e e  
t im e  t o  g a in  v a lu a b le  p a n h a n d l in g  t ip s .
4 . P l a y  V a n  H a le n 's  " S c h o o l ' s  O u t "  c o n t i n u o u s l y .
3 . R o c k  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  s o f t l y ,  s t a r in g  f u t i l e l y  o v e r  t h e  t u n d r a  a t  t h e  
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f i r s t  t im e  in  y e a r s .
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s t o r m  is  g a t h e r in g  in  t h e  h in t e r la n d s ,  a n d  w i s e  a r e  t h o s e  w h o  f l e e  it .
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For the record the following is a text of my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee on April 
15,2003.

Good evening Senator Green and members of the committee. My name is John Cannon, I live at 

3101 Whispering Woods Dr, Wasilla. I am strongly opposed to the 2.2 million dollars in 

reductions to Community Developmental Disabilities Grants that were in the Governor’s budget 

and in the operating budget recently passed by the house. These cuts are not fair, go too deep 

and seriously jeopardize the safety net for many Alaskans with DD. Frankly, these cuts were 

hastily arrived at by the new administration after a superficial review of services in our state.

Some of you were in the legislature when our state closed Harborview. The significance of that 

event for persons with DD cannot be over stated. With the closing of Harborview, Alaska made a 

promise to its citizens with developmental disabilities that never again will any Alaskan, because 

of his or her disability, be sent away from their families, their extended families, their friends, 

and their home communities. The closing of Haborview meant that Alaskans with 

developmental disabilities were finally welcomed into the family of Alaska. It is a shameful and 

sad time in Alaskan history when our Governor and our House of Representatives say to citizens 

with DD that Alaska is going to break that promise. It is a disgrace when 1300 Alaskans who are 

waiting for needed services are told that the basic safety net of services will no longer be 

provided. In recent legislative sessions our State Senators have been the more reasonable voice 

of our legislature. With a brand new administration and so many new faces in our House of 

Representatives Alaskans with developmental disabilities are counting on the Senate’s 

experience and reasonableness, now, more than ever before. These reductions will cause serious 

harm to Alaskans with DD and their families. It’s up to you senators to do the right thing. Don’t 

turn your back on this group of Alaskans. Restore the cuts to the communily dd budge*. Thank 

you.

Sincerely,
John Cannon 
376-6063
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April 21, 2003

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD base grant 
statewide. This proposed cut will affect programs that provide help for families in our 
community. It will cause our families to be in crisis with expenses they do not have. 
Families will need more money in Medicaid, which in turn will end up costing the State 
o f Alaska more than what the DD grants originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant 
Learning Programs as well as Vocational grants will not only isolate families and 
individuals, but not allow inclusion in their own communities.

I ask you to please, restore the funding for our community. Without this funding these 
vital services will be voided and families will be tom apart.

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Jessica Glonek



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD 
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows 1 amities and individuals to have 
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant L ean ing  Programs as well as 
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these hon::ndous cuts will erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,
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H p r  2 1  0 3  0 8 : 0 2 a  D e n n i s  H a a s  2 6 2 7 9 0 1

Dear Governor Murkowski + SfrDATE f~tK)fi,fdCd Co/Y)/Y) fJR .£,

This is an appeal to you not just as our Governor, but more so as a human being 
who just so happens to have the power to severely impact the lives o f  Alaskans.
Governor, consider the position you are in. I know you are not a cruel man, and would 
not intentionally harm anyone. But I know you have not considered your proposals 
adequately. I f  you had sir, you would not now be attempting to cut 2.2 million dollars 
irom the developmental disability base grants. Have you heard your fellow Alaskans? We 
have begged you to protect our base grants. Show some mercy on those who need it most. 
Sir, I tell you I would much rather pay an income tax than balance the budget on the 
backs o f the disabled. How can we even consider this feasible while pretending to live in 
a compassionate society? While I do not suffer a disability myself, my little sister waited 
for six years on “ the waitlist”. Your pu  posed cuts will make more people wait, and 
possibly for longer than she did. I appeal lo your heart. I appeal to your common sense. 
Perhaps I am young and idealistic, but I thought we lived in a state that cared about its 
disabled citizens. Please don’t prove me wrong, Governor Murkowski. Please restore the 
2.2 million you have proposed to cut.

Sincerely,
Joni Haas



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 m illion dollars you are proposing to cut from the D D  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That binding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the fam ily unit. 
Without this funding source, many families w ill go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the D D  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not on ly isolate families and individuals, but not allow  
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Sincerely,
r



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD 
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee



To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD 
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a  large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD 
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee



To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.^. m illion dollars you are proposing to cut from the D D  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families w ill go into crisis, costing tb 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the D D  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not only isolate farm lies and individuals, but not allow  
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 m illion dollars you are proposing to cut from the D D  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families w ill go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the D D  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not on ly isolate families and individuals, but not a llow  
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Sincerely, j  / s /z ,



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 m illion dollars you are proposing to cut from the D D  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families w ill go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the D D  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow  
inclusion in their own communities.

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



«

April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 m illion dollars you are proposing to cut from  the DD  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that will keep families together and strengthen the fam ily unit. 
Without this funding source, many families w ill go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the D D  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not on ly isolate families and individuals, but not allow  
inclusion in their own communities.

Please iemember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f 
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 m illion dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families w ill go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  .Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the D D  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not on ly isolate families and individuals, but not allow  
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f 
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD  
base giants statewide. Tliis drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remembei that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 m illion dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the fam ily unit. 
Without this binding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the D D  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the Tmited services 
that are currently being offered.

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 m illion dollars you are proposing to cut from  the D D  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the fam ily unit. 
Without this funding source, many families w ill go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the D D  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee



To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 m illion dollars you are proposing to cut from  the D D  
base grants statewi le. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the fam ily unit. 
Without this funding source, many families w ill go into crisis, costing the 
State o f A laska more money through Medicaid than what the D D  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not on ly isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the limited/services 
that are currently being offered.



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 m illion dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allow s families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the fam ily unit 
Without this funding source, many families w ill go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the D D  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not on ly isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f 
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Sincerely,

•i
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April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee
Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD 
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the 
State o f Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.
Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f 
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.
Sincerely,



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the D D  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the fam ily unit. 
Without this funding source, many families w ill go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the D D  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not on ly isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 m illion dollars you are proposing to cut from the D D  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the fam ily unit. 
Without this funding source, many families w ill go into crisis, costing the 
State o f Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the D D  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 m illion dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  A laska more money through Medicaid than what the DD  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f 
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee
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April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee
Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD 
base grants statewide. Tliis drastic cut will affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the 
State o f Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but nol allow 
inclusion in their own communities.
Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f 
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.



April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families w ill go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.
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April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee
Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD 
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the 
State o f Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as v  ' s 
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not a ow 
inclusion in their own communities.
Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f 
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.
Sincerely,
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April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee
Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD 
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the 
State o f Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not ailow 
inclusion in their own communities.
Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f 
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.
Sincerely,
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April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee
Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD 
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the 
State o f Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.
Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f 
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.
Sincerely,

.a—> F 3. /



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the D D  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the fam ily unit. 
Without this funding source, many families w ill go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the D D  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not on ly isolate families and individuals, but not allow  
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Sincerely,



April 21, 2003

Senator Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee,

Due to the many cuts that are happening in the State at this time, it seems harsh to 
put an even bigger cut on our handicapped community. 2.5 million dollars to 
these people is so much o f there world. Do you realize that this would mean 
someone not able to have the care they needed at night or through the day, if  they 
need to go to the restroom or if they fall or need to get something to eat. We 
encourage people to be able to live a normal life and yet, you see the need to take 
this away from them. How would you feel if  you were not given a chance to live 
a normal life? Think about this for a moment, your freedom to go to the 
bathroom or ability to go to the refrigerator and get something to eat when you 
want. Even the ability to pick up a telephone and tell someone you love them, 
would be taken away. Please see the need to give back to this community o f 
people; we all need the chance to live a normal everyday life.

Thank you,



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the D D  
base grants statewide. This drastic cut w ill affect a large population within 
our community. That binding allows families and individuals to have 
services that w ill keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families w ill go into crisis, costing the 
State o f  A laska more money through Medic aid than what the D D  grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants w ill not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow  
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State o f  
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts w ill erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Sincerely,



April 21, 2003

This letter is in reference to encourage the restoration of the 2.2 million dollars you 
are proposing to cut from the Developmental Disabilities base grants 
STATEWIDE. This terrible cut will affect a very large population within our 
community with drastic measures taken place. These particular funds assists 
families with being able to stay together and without these funds, crisis happens 
amongst families and then in turn costing the State of Alaska more money through 
Medicaid. In fact, a more drastic measure is also affected if by cutting the 
Medicaid budget. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Program as well will not 
only isolate families and individuals, but not allow inclusion in their own homes 
and/or community. Without Infant Learning Programs children will not succeed in 
adult life without the assistance of Educator’s helping these children gain skills 
that are appropriate for their age and in most instances, these children grow up to 
be independent adults who will succeed in life.

Please remember that this is the most fragile and dependent population within our 
State and making these drastic cuts will not only affect those that need the services 
but it affects the way we will have to provide those limited services.

To: Mr. Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Sincerely,

Soldotna



To: Frank M urkow sk i and the Senate F inance Committee

I am writing this letter in regards to the 2.2 million dollars that is a proposed cut to the 
DD base grants state wide. This cut will tragically affect a section o f  the population who 
desperately needs our help. W e have a moral and ethical responsibility as a civnized 
society to care for those who cannot care for themselves.

A fter working with this population for several years I agree that changes need to be 
made. However, this type o f  blanket budget cut is not in the interest o f  those people who 
need the services to survive. I believe that cuts can be m ade without adversely affecting 
this population. I would be willing to share m y insight on how cuts could be made to the 
system that would be effective.

Please take the time to find where the waste is before m aking such a devastating cut in 
funding.

Rev. David M. Smuin 
4-21-03



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD 
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the 
State of Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of 
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee
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April 20,03

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD 
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the 
State of Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of 
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,



Ap r i l  21, 2003

To  Governor M u rkow sk i and the Senate Finance Committee:

I am very disappointed in the decisions being made in Juneau by you and the majority 
caucus. One o f the things that I thought you stated while cam paigning for office was that 
you would preserve basic services while developing other revenue sources. M any basic 
services are being cut while I see no new revenue streams developing.

Your proposed budget cuts are not going to preserve the basic services needed by people 
with developmental disabilities. Your budget proposes 2.2 million from Developmental 
Disabilities grants and $500,000 from the Infant Learning Grants. These cuts will leave 
individuals/ families without the services needed to remain in their own com munity and 
out of institutional settings. The effects that these cuts could have remind me of the 
deinstitutionalization or people experiencing mental illness in New York in the 80s where 
a whole new population of homeless was created.

I urge you and the senate to restore the cuts that have been made to the grants and fund 
these services at current levels.

Sincerely,

Wini Crosby 
Advocate



April 20,03

Please restore the 2.2 million dollars you are proposing to cut from the DD 
base grants statewide. This drastic cut will affect a large population within 
our community. That funding allows families and individuals to have 
services that will keep families together and strengthen the family unit. 
Without this funding source, many families will go into crisis, costing the 
State of Alaska more money through Medicaid than what the DD grants 
originally were. Additional cuts to the Infant Learning Programs as well as 
vocational grants will not only isolate families and individuals, but not allow 
inclusion in their own communities.

Please remember that this is the most fragile population within the State of 
Alaska, and making these horrendous cuts will erode the limited services 
that are currently being offered.

Sincerely,

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee



April 2 0 , 2 0 0 3

The 2.2 m illion dollars you are proposing to cut is crucial to  th e  
quality  o f life of a large population  of individuals in  ou r com m unity. 
The funding  curren tly  allows fam ilies and individuals to  have services 
th a t keep  fam ilies together an d  supports the family unit. W ith these 
drastic  cuts, m any fam ilies will be in crisis, costing th e  S tate of Alaska 
m ore m oney th rough  M edicaid th a n  w hat the DD g ran ts originally 
were. A dditional cuts to the  In fan t Learning Program s as well as 
vocational g ran ts will no t only isolate fam ilies and  individuals, b u t 
no t allow inclusion in  th e ir own com m unity.

As an  in fan t learn ing  educator I u n d erstan d  and have seen how  
proactive steps and  fam ily support can affect a child’s future. This is 
a fragile popu la tion  and m aking these  cuts will fu rth er erode the  
lim ited  services th a t are curren tly  being offered.

To: Frank Murkowski and the Senate Finance Committee

Sincerely,

A m anda Faulkner 
F ron tier C om m unity Services 
In fan t L earning E ducator



To W hom It May Concern,

I am a parent who receives DD services for my child. I am seriously against any and all 
cut backs that will have an im pact on all DD services. M y child is a high needs child and 
the respite that my child receives has huge benefits not only for my child but also for my 
family. W ithout these services we would not be a success story!

Please research and reconsider the devastating effect that will happen when these DD 
services receive cut backs. Success stories will become static’s of juvenile incarcerations 
and later adult incarcerations.

Thank you for your help and understanding to the DD services issue at hand.

Sincerely,

Anita E. Price

q -  Z ( -  5 3
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T o  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i  a n d  t h a  S o n a t a  F in a n c e  

C o m m it t e e :

I t  I s  I m p e r a t iv e  t h a t  y o u  n o t  c u t  t h a  p r o p o s e d  m o n ie s  

i t o m  t h e  D e v e lo p m e n t a l l y  D is a b le d  b a s e  g r a n t s - T h is  

c u t  w i l l  w ip e  o u t  e n t i r e  p r o g r a m s  f o r  a  p o p u la t i o n  t h a t  

m o s t  o f t e n  c a n n o t  a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e m s e lv e s -

T h e  c u t s  t h a t  y o u  a r e  p r o p o s in g  w i l l  w ip e  o u t  p r o g r a m s  

t h a t  g iv e  J o b s ,  p u r p o s e ,  a n d  v a n i t y  t o  a  g r o u p  o f  p e o p le  

w h o  w i l l  o t h e r w is e  b e  s i t t i n g  w i t h  n o t h in g  t o  d o .

I  w o u ld  m u c h  p r e f e r  m y  p e r m a n e n t  f u n d  b e  c o m p le t e ly  

e l im in a t e d  t h a n  see t h o s e  m u c h  n e e d e d  s e r v ic e s  b e  

d e v a s t a t e d . ^

S in c e r e ly ,

G in g e r  H . D r a ls



A p r i l  20, 03

I am the foster m other of a special needs child with disabilities, and I am very 
concerned as to the future o f this child. You certainly can not be serious about cutting 
2.2 million dollars from DD grants. I hope that you have taken into consideration how 
this funding allows children to be able to have the services that they so desperately need. 
It would be an inhumane act to cause the crisis situations that will occur if this funding is 
cut. Since when do we not pay attention to all the research about the brain and how 
helpful it is to intervene at as early an age as possible (which saves us money in the long 
run)? Please try and put yourselves into the shoes of these families and my shoes for that 
matter. I would not be able to supply a safe and nurturing home for this foster child, 
because if the funding is cut I would no longer be able to have the necessary supports in 
place so I can continue lo work. This would end up costing more in the long run with 
institutionalization, not to mention the regression that would take place due to the trauma 
experienced by another move for inis child.

To  Frank M urkow sk i and the Senate Finance Committee



April 21st, 2003

M y name is LeAnn M cGahan and I am an RN in the slate o f  Alaska. I am a 
Developm ental Disabilities Nurse and I work with families that have children with 
com plex medical conditions. M ost o f  these families try to care for their children without 
help (financial or physical) for as long as they are able. This often times means that they 
are surviving on very little sleep and in “crisis” m ode at this point. State funding is 
som etim es available to them at this point but depends on how bad the crisis is. This is 
where the base grant funding is imperative. W ithout these funds to keep families going 
until more funding is available, m ost o f  these children would end up in a foster care 
setting, which I believe would be even m ore taxing on the state.

I am urging you to restore the 2.2 million dollars that you are proposing to cut from the 
developmental Disabilities grants within our state. W hy not support the families o f  
children w ith disabilities so they can continue to care for the children, which they usually 
want to do anyways.

I understand Ihe state budget needs revisions, I would gladly pay a state income tax or a 
statewide sales tax to prevent the m oney from being taken away from the elderly, 
disabled, or the education o f  our children.

Dear: Frank M u rkow sk i and the Senate Finance Committee,

Soldotna, AK
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April 20, 2003

To: Frank Murkos'u and the Senate Finance Committee

I am writing to tell you about my daughter, Katie Haas, age 21 who receives 
services from a program funded through the Division of Mental Health and 
Developmental Disabilities.

Katie contracted spinal meningitis-H-Flu type at the age o f 5 weeks. This 
devastating illness left her blind, with out speech and confined to a 
wheelchair. She also has an uncontrolled seizure disorder. She is fed 
through a G-Tube and is very limited in most areas o f her life. This 
happened in 1981 and our family has survived over the years with respite 
services and the Infant Learning Program that was so vital to us when we 
look back over the years. We had many crisis’s along the way, as is usual 
with families that have a disabled child. Without the services we received 
through the State o f Alaska— our family would have fallen completely apart. 
I am in touch with a lot of families and individuals that experience a 
disability and they are usually tired. Tired from caring for their disabled 
child throughout the night. Tired from being the sole care provider. Tired 
from not being ABLE to work outside the home due to the severity of the 
disability. What most o f these families do NOT need is someone making 
quick, non-informed decisions that affect what limited s< wices they may be 
fortunate enough to receive.

I have never been opposed to taking our fair share of budget cuts and we 
certainly have along the way. But in a State that has still chosen not to enact 
an income tax, or a statewide sales tax, I find it repulsive that you would cut 
programs to education, seniors and the disabled. I was always taught that it 
was our responsibility to take care o f those who could not take care of  
themselves. What were you thinking when you are making these life- 
changing budget cuts? Is it because your personal future with retirement 
benefits is bright and you would rather not think of anyone else? Have you 
ever tried to live on a budget of $900.00 a month? Do you think anyone 
needing this type of assistance in our community can afford to purchase
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services? Do you think that people that are disabled chose this life to live? 
We are all just one accident or illness away from being disabled....

We have been spoiled too long in this state and it is time to implement some 
different types of taxes. I will gladly pay an income tax and even a 
statewide sales tax.

I am strongly requesting that you restore the 2.2 million dollars that you are 
proposing to cut from DD grants within our state, and know that it is the 
right decision.

Thank you

Lynnette Haas 
Soldotna
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/ i s a f., m i u i
3 5 5 5 5  S p i te  h w y  PH D  1 6 5  

S o ld o  t n a ,  A k  9 9 6 6 9

l o :  T e a n k  n u e k o w A k l

S i d . j e . c t :  B u d g e t  c u I a  t o  t h e  m e n t a l l y  d l A a l l e d  f u n d A

I  h a v e  r e c e n t l y  h e a r d  o f .  t h e  p o A A t l l e  B u d g e t  c u t A  f o e  t h e  m e n t a l l y  cLLa -  
a / L le d  f u n d ,  w h i c h  m a y  t a k e  p l a c e .  T h e e e  I a  a  g / i e a t  n e e d , f o e  t h t A  f u n d  o a  I t  I a .
I  t a / c e  c a n e  o f  A e v e e a l  e l d e e l y  a n d  m e n t a l l y  c h a l l e n g e d  p e o p l e  e v e e y  w e e k ,  m c A t  

a e e  u n a l l e  t o  p e e f o n m  t h e  A t a n d a n d  e v e e y  d a y  t a A k A  y o u  a n d  I  t a k e  f o e  g e a n t e d ,  

a u c J i  o a  c o o k in g ,  c l e a n i n g ,  w a l k i n g ,  l u l n g  t h e  e e A te a o m .  W i t h o u t  e v e r y d a y  o a a I a I -  

a n c e  I  f e a e  i h e n e  w i l l  H e  t e e n l A l e  c o n A e q u e n c e A .  C u t t i n g  l a c k  o n  f u n d i n g  w o u ld  
c n e a t e  e v e n  m o e e  p e o l le m A ,  n o t  o n l y  f o e  t h e  d l A a l l e d  p e o p le ,  B u t  f o e  t h e  A t a t e  aA  
w e l l .  I h e n e  m a y  v e e y  w e l l  B e  g e e a t e e  e x .p e r .A e  t o  t h e  A t a t e  d u e  t o  p a t l e n t A  f a l l i n g  
d o w n ,  I n j u e h x g  t h e m A e lv e A .  I t ' A  h o e d  t o  A a y  w h a t  w i l l  h a p p e n ,  I  p e e A o n a l l y  d o  n o t  
t h i n k  I t  w i l l  B e  a  p o A l t l u e .  c h a n g e .  I  am  w e t t i n g  t o  c e m ln d  e v e e y  o n e  o f  t h e  p o A A l l l c  
o u t  co m e  o f  a u c A  a  p l a n .  P le a A e  d o  e e c o n i l d e e  B e f o e e  y o u  t a k e  A u c h  a  d e o A t l c  

m e o A u e e . I h e  m e n t a l l y  d l A a l l e d  p e o p le  o f  A la A k a  t h a n k  y o u  a n d  I  p e e A o n a l l y  
T h a n k  y o u .

j j  C o e d l a l l y u .  ̂

c
L L a u  L .  P o w e l l
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A  *w\fl \ iTT^ T M i 5 / 5
q  p * J fa ir th e  w rong time for the State to cut line items within its budget tha t affect

m unicipalities. Coastal communities in western and southeast Alaska are 

facing a severe economic dow nturn due to declining fish m arkets and loss of 

the tim ber industry. A t the same time, the price of oil is up, so the State’s 

financial position should be looking relatively good, especially com pared to 

m unicipalities tha t are  exhausting their means of acquiring operating 

revenue. M any cities are at, o r near, their tax limits and can not locally raise 

sufficient revenues to continue to provide adequate, essential services to their 

residents. lVt , ^

* Oil revenuejis the people’s money and in these times of economic dow nturn 

the S tate should be/increasing revenue sharing instead of continuing the 

vicious cycle we are in. O ur local economy is taking a tail spin. We are 

losing population, yet ou r debt obligations rem ain. Schools and communities
( ,U .  i

have continued fixed costs, no m atter how many pupils o r citizens served. 

We m ust provide the same level of police and fire protection, no m atter if  our 

population is 3,400 people, o r 2,500 people,

» Revenue Sharing and Safe Community Program  receipts provide needed 

funds for the most basic social services. Any funding decrease, let alone a 

25% reduction, hurts the social well being of a community.

* Now is the time to be funding social service and public safety program s to 

the max. Program s such as drug and alcohol counseling, mental health 

services, public health nurse, fire and police protection are very necessary 

services, and  more so when people are out of work, that must be provided in 

each and every community.

APR-18-2003 FRI 10:57 AM r,
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• The City o f Petersburg  has traditionally fcnded its social service and  public 

safety program s well above levels provided from  the state and the city will 

try its very best to continue to do so. However, the city currently  faces a 

projected shortfall o f $250,000. in its upcoming FY 04 budget ju s t to 

m aintain existing service levels. Any fu rther decrease in revenues will create 

an even g reater gap.

* State Revenue Sharing Received

Revenue Sharing funds received from  the State are  restricted for use in the 

following categories. This fiscal year we received revenue sharing ftmds for:

Rec’d for FY 03 If  cut 25%

Road M aintenance $ 8,122.00 $ 6,091.00

Hospital $37,672.00 $ 28,254.00

Health Facilities $ 3,615.00 $ 2,711.00

Non-restricted $56,518.00 £ 4 2 3 _ 9 J Q

Total $105,927.00 $ 79,444.00

• Safe Communities P rogram  receipts:

For FY 03 If  cut 25%

Total $81,308.00 $ $60,981.00

These funds are required  to be used for police protection, fire protection and 

emergency medical services, w ater and  sewer services not offset by user fees, or 

solid waste managem ent. Petersburg has traditionally used these funds only for 

its police, fire and EM S services.

M

9MrTbtjyM A 'K - o f  
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Tublic Comment 
Senate Finance Committee 

Concerning the Operating Budget 
Submitted Thursday, April 16, 2003 

By Donald JR. Roberts Jr. 
Kodiak, Alaska

d e c e iv e d

APR ! 7 2003

G o o d  e v e n i n g  M r .  C h a i r m a n .

M y  n a m e  i s  D o n  R o b e r t s ;  I  l i v e  i n  K o d i a k .

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  t h a n k  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  P a r t y  l e a d e r s h i p  f o r  a l l o w i n g  m e  t o  

p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e i r  f a c a d e  o f  d e m o c r a c y ;  M a r t h a  S t e w a r t  w o u l d  b e  p r o u d  o f  

w h a t  t h e y ' v e  d o n e  w i t h  a  f e w  m i r r o r s  a n d  a  b i t  o f  s m o k e .

I  h a v e  a  f e w  i d e a s  t h a t  m i g h t  h e l p  -  t h e  f i r s t  i s  t h a t  y o u  d o  a w a y  w i t h  t h e  

e n t i r e  l e g i s l a t i v e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  r e n t  a  d r a w e r  f o r  a l l  o f  y o u r  r u b b e r  s t a m p s .  

( S o m e  c i v i c - m i n d e d  p e r s o n  m i g h t  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  d o n a t e  c l o s e t  s p a c e  f o r  s u c h  

a  p u r p o s e . )  P a r t y  l e a d e r s  c o u l d  c a l l  i n  t h e i r  u n d e r l i n g ' s  v o t e s  f o r  t h e m  a n d  

l e g i s l a t o r s  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  t o  p u l l  a w a y  f r o m  h i g h - l e v e l  l o b b y i s t ' s  j a u n t s  j u s t  

t o  a t t e n d  t o  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  b u s i n e s s .

H e r e ' s  a n o t h e r ,  y o u  c o u l d  g i v e  p e o p l e  t h e  p u b l i c  c o m m e n t s  y o u  w a n t  t h e m  

t o  m a k e  a n d  p r o v i d e  l e g i s l a t o r s  w i t h  a p p r o p r i a t e  q u e s t i o n s .  I t  w o u l d  a t  

l e a s t  a p p e a r  t h a t  l e g i s l a t o r s  w e r e  I n d e e d  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  t h e  p u b l i c ' s  c o n c e r n s  

a n d  k n e w  s o m e t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  t o p i c  o f  d i s c u s s i o n .

H e r e ’ s  m y  l a s t ,  a n d  p e r h a p s  m y  b e s t ,  I d e a ;  k e e p  y o u r  c a u c u s e s  a w a y  f r o m  

m y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s ,  T h e i r  j o b  i s  t o  s p e a k  f o r  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  K o d i a k  a s  a  

w h o l e .  W e  d o  n o t  n e e d  p a r t y  a p p r o v a l  t o  b r i n g  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  v o i c e  t o  t h e  

r e s t  6 f “t f o s » p e o p t e  o f  A i a s k a .

I n t e r v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  p e o p l e ' s  b u s i n e s s  i s  s u b v e r s i o n  b y  d e f i n i t i o n .

From llic Alaska State Constitution: Article 1. Section 2. Source of Government. All political 
pow er is inherent in the peop le . All governm ent originates w ith the people, is 
founded upon thoir will only, and is instituted solely for the good of the p eop le  as a 
whole.

# # #
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C i t i z e n s  A g a i n s t  G a m b l i n g  E x p a n s i o n  

Stop V ideo Poker and Slots in Alaska! 
Stop HB240 and SB 186 r e c e iv e d

APR 1 7 2003
T o :

Oovaraer R ank M nkowvid 
L itucw iia t Obvphd i Lorvn L o n

B «a te r Cm  Bvada 
Beater John Cawdary 
M atter S tttya DarU 
Beaux Prod D yitm  
Bteater Johnny M U  
Beater K im  BHoa 
Seuter KolUa Peach 
B lo tte r Lyda O n to  
I tw o r  cjrrcS oaO se*
Beater Lyman Kotfcmn 
Beater Oodlglanaa Lincoln 
Beater Scott O p a  
Beater Do—y  Qlaon 
M atte r Ralph SwJdia 
Senator Bee Stoyea 
Senator Gary Suveoa 
M atter lo b  In Taybr 
S mater O m  Tham tult 
Senator Tboaoae W if r a r  
Senator Qary W ilk ta

Mr. U n y  M ip n  (Gaming Uai») 
M r. Je ff Pnlher (Qandog U nit)

R l p re text! ive Tom A ndean  
RaproeaaUiiva B ifcu  B rrkuw iu 
R lpr— niiHvw M k t C beoidt 
Rcpeetedutive Sharon C ie n a ' 
jeU prw etittivi John C ofh ill 
RapmeUteive H tu y  CrrwfrT 
T fifia e ittH u  TIiir Prnff 
Heprcaeetatfvc Naaey Dahktrom 
X a pa N ua ita  Bt»*h11»ad“  J w  
Repmactative Rfcbard Potter 
JUpnteatedvc Let Gera 
RoprmnotthYc C aitO adi 
Reprweetetin M axG nuobef 
XapnMtttsdve David QuOrahui 
R jpreratativa John H ani* 
RepnaevaUvc M ike Hrwker 
R ip re ic ta tiv * QwryU H«iaa« 
Rapr»«otativ> J in  Holm 
l Upr twjuUtive Reggie Joute 
HeprwahKlve M ey K tpem r

RgpseiaatatJva Bath Rarttuta 
Reprcieatativa V ie K ch rfn j 
lU p n n e ttilvB  AHart Kaokaah 
RepnaootaUve Fate Kott 
lUpuweeiedve Boh ly m  
'U pre ta tte tfvt B ivw ty  M aiek 
Rapniaatedvt Lcall McGniia 
Repmeatalive Kevin Meyer 
Repce tentative C trl M 0 f|ta  
Repriteotadve Cud Moaaa 
Repra tentative N o im a  R o b b « | 
RepnaeatetiVB Ralph SanacM* 
Repo tam tiva  Paul Saatec 
RfpcemtaUvo 301 Stcltae 
R rprm atativa Bruce W eytench 
Reprcaeatadve JtaaWM taker 
RipetMwadva B in  WUHaiM 
Ripnaratedva Paggy Wflaon 
Rajaeicnaafvn K e lly  W o lf

Prom “ t l o f i . g B . t -  J f e f l o j L _______ , ,  (Print Nama)

Oraoiamhy:

H im  Number y  4  ^  — “ T r & O " ' ?

U phinea and o the r G jp ita g  M aohinea becam e; ,

S ign  N am e

C A G E
C A.Q B@ kpuno(.n*t
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C i t i z e n ! )  A g a i n s t  G a m b l i n g  E x p a n s i o n

S t o p  V i d e o  P o k e r  a n d  S l o t s  i n  A l a s k a !  

S t o p  H B 2 4 0  a n d  S B 1 8 6

T o :

-M u dca nk iG*v*m ot Pmak 1
Ueufeaaat Govonor Ltjron Leman

M atte r Coa Band*
S m K f John Cowday 
Senator Brttye D avit 
Senator Fred Dyioo 
Scatter Jotury B ill*
Senator Kira. B)te«
Scatter H o llli PtenrJh 
Snatar Lyd t Gnen 
E •o tter Grvtoben Oubh 
S (o tter Lym ta Koffm a t 
Scatter G eorgliiue I J t fofc 
Scatter Sotft O ftn  
StriMor Daaay 01 tec 
Scatter JUJphSceldBr 
S critter Bm  Stevens 
Scatter Gary •tercm  
Senator ReMa T ty lo r 
Rm tter Owe Thrarricull 
Senator T Io ibm  Wtgonpr 
Scatter OtfyW JBon

M r. L in y  Meyers (G tn it*  U nit) 
M r. JdTPiathMCGuniD jXJalt)

Re c e iv e d

APR 1 1 2003

Rtpm i tebve Tors Aodcnoa 
Refrocentrtve BthanBiAow lte 
ttapm antuive M ike Chwumlt 
Rcpecantadva Sharon C itu a  
Rapnocstativc Joint CogUU 
JUpiecantetlve H u y  CuwJbtd 
RapnMntetlve Bde Croft 
Rej»r«f*nart)v» N tacy D chlitrotn 
le p r accntstivc Hugh "BtxT* Fate 
Rcprateatetlva Richard Focwr 
R ip iM M ttdvaLe i Oara 
KaptMMtativa Carl Gate 
R rp tu e a tiv e  Mm  Gfucnberi 
Rcprtcenm iv* David Outtvnbat* 
R ip re tca tiiivc John H u ll 
Repeal w tetiva M ika Hawker 
Xcpxaintative CheryU Heinz* 
JUpeacaateiba Jim Hobs 
Repseecntotive Reggie Joulo 
Rapraecnutiva M *y  Kapaaer

RapMccalttive Beth.Karttuli 
Rapieautative V ie Kehrtea 
Reptcteautivc Albert Kookaofi 
Rcjxccentitlvc Fete Xoft 
R cprvm uavaBob l y n  
R jprvatutatirc Beverly M u te  
RrgreaenUtiva L e iil MoGoira 
Rapneaotitive Kevin Meyer 
R cpC W iltttva C irl M a tjta  
Bapn tentative Carl M otet 
Rcproanntative Noraan Rofccbefg 
Representative Ralph Stmuali 
Representative Paal Saatou 
Repwaatetfvc BiB Stoltee 
J ip tN c c M N  Bmee Weyhrauch 
RepacoruatJreJifii WMtakax 
Repltieatatfve B ill VUUaxu 
R*pr*ieaiatm> Peggy WOsot 
RcpreMBtttns K tu y  W o lf

Pro®.

CoaMunity:

Phom N uniber  ^

ta k s i
.(P rint Name)

2 2 -.CjpTZri k d i
Date: A p ril M  OS
I  am  again at V id e o  A o lo r, S lo t M ach in e * because:

C A G E
C A G E ($ kp u n o tn c t
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S t o p  V

To:

i d e o  P p k e r  a n d  S l o t s  i n  A l a s k a !  received  
S t o p  H B 2 4 0  a n d  S B  1 8 6  &pr i 1 2 0 0 3

O n n m  Prank Mutton rakl 
L in ts  sa t Oovcmor L qn a  Lk m c

Smarter Con Bund*
Senator John Cowdery 
Senate* Betty* Davia 
Senator Fwd D y m  
Senator Jctany BRia 
Senator KJmHton 
Senator Bailie French 
Senator Lyda Omen 
Senator Qrateben Oh m  
Senator Lyman H offiaa i 
Senator OaorgUnu Lincoln 
Senator Scott Ogaa 
Senator Doony Olean 
Senator Ralph Seeldu 
Senator B in  Btovena 
Senator Oary Stavani 
Senator Rabin Taylor 
Senator Gant Thaailault 
Senator Thozaai Wagoopr 
Senator G uy WUkaa

M r. LauryMeytreO 
M r. JeffPtaftarC

Repreeenuttvt Tom Anianoo 
R epm m utlre  Ethan Bafcowitz 
JtopraeeotetlvB M ika Cbeoault 
Rcfteaentattva Sharon C iena 
Reproentathra John CeghUl 
Kapraaeettatfvo Harry C uw fbrd
Raproeentetiv* Erie Craft 
Roprotoctativa Nanny DaWetrom 
Bepf am todva Hndb “ButT Fate 
Repteaantotb* Rlobwd Fpete 
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ROSALEE T. WALKER

TESTIMONY REGARDING THE LONGEVITY BONUS PROGRAM

My name is Rosalee T. Walker, and I have been a resident of Juneau, Alaska 

for 37 years. I come to you today as a member of the Board o f  Directors for 

the Older Persons Action Group (OPAG), and as the president o f the AARP 

Mount Juneau Chapter #865. Both of these organizations oppose the 

elimination o f the Longevity Bonus Program.

The Senate Finance Committee’s elimination of the Longevity Bonus 

Program is a great disappointment to ali Alaskan senior citizens. 

Consequently, we respectfully ask that you reconsider your actions and 

reinstate the Longevity Bonus Program in your budget. It is our strong 

assertion that the Administration’s proposal was put forth in haste, and, it 

did not provide you with vital information that would have helped you to 

make a more responsible decision regarding this matter.

Alaska’s senior citizens are painfully aware of the current state budget 

concerns, and we continuously work with all levels of government to help to 

seek effective solutions to budgetary problems. In its haste to eliminate the 

Longevity Bonus Program, the Administration ignored or failed to scrutinize



some alternative strategies that could be easily implemented in order to 

avoid a disastrous and devastating situation for the most vulnerable portion 

of Alaska’s population. Seniors were not included when plans were being 

made to eliminate the Longevity Bonus Program.

Reinstatement of the Longevity Bonus Program in this budget would give 

Alaskan senior citizens an opportunity to demonstrate that there are more 

efficient ways to address the Longevity Bonus Program, ways that will not 

be so abrupt, impetuous and detrimental to the elderly population. The 

Administration’s justification for the elimination of the Longevity Bonus 

Program is grossly inadequate for making a decision that would be 

reasonable, responsible, and fair. The legislature did not get good data.

Alaskan seniors are ready, willing and able to work with the legislature, the 

administration and longevity bonus recipients to explore alternatives to the 

elimination of the Longevity Bonus Program. Please give us an opportunity! 

Alaskan seniors do have the power, the skills, and the desire to make things 

better for our State o f Alaska, all we need is a chance to prove it.

Thank you for your consideration of our request.



A P R I L  1 6 ,  2 0 0 3  T e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e  S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e
BUDGET HEARINGS

M y  n a m e  i s  M a r i e  D a r l i n  a n d  I  am t h e  C a p i t a l  C i t y  T a s k  F o r c e  C o o r d i n a t o r  
f o r  AARP i n  A l a s k a .  Y o u  h a v e  a c o p y  o f  my  p r e v i o u s  d e t a i l e d  t e s t i m o n y  
o n  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  a n d  y o u  h a v e  l e t t e r s  f r o m  t h e  AA R P  O f f i c e  i n  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  l e g i s l a t i o n  r e p e a l i n g  t h e  b o n u s  p r o g r a m .

I  w i s h  t o  s p e a k  o n  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  f o r  o u r  s e n i o r s  
a n d  w a n t  t o  r e i t e r a t e  a f e w  f a c t s  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .

T h e  m a i n  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  b o n u s  w a s  t o  k e e p  o u r  s e n i o r s  i n  A l a s k a .

1 9 9 4  p h a s e - o u t  l e g i s l a t i o n  m a d e  a  p r o m i s e  t o  s e n i o r s  -  n o  m o r e  c h a n g e s !

1 2 , 0 0 0  o f  t h e  1 8 , 0 0 0  r e c i p i e n t s  a r e  o v e r  a g e  7 5  t h a t  r e c e i v e  $ 2 5 0 .
C o s t s  d e c r e a s e  a t  3 m i l l i o n  o r  m o r e  e a c h  y e a r .

T h e  e c o n o m i c  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  s t a t e  f r o m  s e n i o r s  i s  w e l l  o v e r  1 b i l l i o n  
p e r  y e a r  -  m o s t  o f  i t  s p e n t  h e r e .

E v e r y  d o l l a r  s p e n t  t u r n s  o v e r  a t  l e a s t  t w i c e .  T h e r e f o r e ,  t h e  4 7 . 5  m i l l i o n  
t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  b i l l  s a v e s  t a k e s  9 5  m i l l i o n  o u t  o f  t h e  e c o n o m y .

S e n i o r s  p r o v i d e  v o l u n t e e r  h o u r s  w o r t h  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  5 0  m i l l i o n  p e r  y e a r  
a n d  t h e y  g i v e  a t  l e a s t  2 0  h o u r s  p e r  m o n t h  o f  c a r e g i v e r  s e r v i c e s  t o t a l i n g  
a n  e q u i v a l e n t  o f  6 3 0 0  f u l l  t i m e  j o b s .

T n  1 9 9 9  6 , 0 0 0  s e n i o r s  l i v e d  o n  l e s s  t h a n  $ 1 , 0 0 0  p e r  m o n t h  ( p o v e r t y  l e v e l )  
a n d  t h e  b o n u s  p r o v i d e d  1 0 ^  o f  t h e  i n c o m e  f o r  s i n g l e  s e n i o r s .

T h e  l o n g e v i t y  b o n u s ;  a l l o w s  o u r  s e n i o r s  t o  r e m a i n  i n d e p e n d e n t  c o n t r i b u t i n g  
m e m b e r s  o f  o u r  c o m m u n i t i e s  a n d  i s  m u c h  l e s s  e x p e n s i v e  t h a n  c a r i n g  f o r  
t h e m  w i t h  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  s a f e t y  n e t s .

P L E A S E  L E A V E  T H E  L O N G E V I T Y  BO NUS TN T H E  B U D G E T  1

/ }

/  ,  J  ■ /—k -

M a r i e  D a r l i n  -  AARP
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' (907) 586-1627 
FAX (907) 586-1066

MEMBER'OF'THli  
N A T I O N A L  

ASSOCIATION ‘OF 
P R O T E C T I O N • & 
A D V O C A C Y  
S Y S T E M S

By Hand Delivery

Representative Kevin Meyer 
Chair, Labor Subcommittee 
House Finance Committee 
Alaska Stale Capitol, Room 513 
Juneau, Alaska

March 24,2003

Representative Mike Hawker 
Chair, H&SS Subcommittee 
House Finance Committee 
Alaska State Capitol, Room 434 
Juneau, Alaska

Re: L abor Budget
I J&SS Budget
G rants for Independent Living Centers

Dear Representatives Meyer and Hawker:

I am writing lo urge reconsideration o f the proposal to eliminate $619,000 in 
state granls for funding that helps support Independent Living Centers in Alaska. This is 
a great step backward for the state. The ILCs in Alaska educate Alaskans with 
disabilities on how to live independently and avoid institutionalization. I know this from 
direct experience. Not more than a month ago, a 54-year old woman with severe 
arthritis -  and I mean so severe that this woman had not left her apartment in months -  
was able to receive an in-home visit from an independent living specialist from SAIL on 
how to convert her home so that she could continue to live independently. Her only 
other alternative is a nursing home, her resources and income make her ineligible for a 
Medicaid waiver. If she goes to a nursing home, her income and resources will be 
exhausted, until she will be financially eligible for Medicaid. This is a scenario sadly 
followed by many; this is one reason why 85% of all nursing home residents ultimately 
have their nursing home costs paid by Medicaid.

It makes no sense to cut a valuable, essential program like the services that 
Alaska’s Independent Living Centers provide. It is tantamount lo saying: “support 
institutionalization of Alaskans, because Medicaid will pay for it, but don’t support 
Independent Living Centers, because Medicaid won’t.” I think there has been a lost 
sense of priority.

We urge lhat the Stale funding for 1LC centers -  money which the Slate more 
than recoups in reductions lo its Medicaid budget in avoided nursing home care -  be 
placed in the H&SS budget instead. From within that budget, the Department of Health 
and Social Services will be able lo monitor and capitalize on the efforts o f ILCs lo 
minimize institutionalization and maximize independence o f Alaskans with disabilities.

Very truly yours,

ffitfh YlMyy)
Robert B. Briggs, staff attorney

Cc:
Members, Labor Subcommittee of House Finance Committee 
Members, H&SS Subcommittee of House Finance Committee 
Joan O ’Keeffe, SAIL



Sani would you submil this email form in case I don’t make it, please?

Subject: Sam  w ould  you su b m it this em ail form  in case I d o n 't m ake it, please?
D ate: W ed, 16 A pr 2003 10:28:50 -0800 

From : Doris Robbins <drobbins@ gci.net>
To: Sam Trivette <samtriv@ gci.net>

TESTIMONY BEFORE SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE 
A p r i l  1 6 ,  2 0 0 3

My o r i g i n a l  f o c u s  w a s  t o  r e m i n d  y o u  t h a t  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  i n  i t ' s  
f i n a l  s e t t l e d - f o r - t h e - l a s t - t i m e  f o r m ,  w a s  a  p r o m i s e  t h a t  s h o u l d  b e  k e p t  
f o r  s e n i o r s  w h o  p i o n e e r e d  t h i s  s t a t e .  L e t  i t  f i n i s h  d y i n g  o u t  a s  t h e  
s e n i o r s  a g e .  I t  w o n ' t  t a k e  l o n g !

B u t  w h a t  r e a l l y  g e t s  t o  me i s  t h e  t o t a l  i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  c u t t i n g  
f u n d i n g  f o r  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g  p r o g r a m s  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  l i v i n g  c e n t e r s .  I  
f i g u r e d  t h r o u g h  com mon  s e n s e  y o u  w o u l d  r e s t o r e  t h a t  f u n d i n g  w h e n  y o u  s a w  
t h a t  i t  s a v e s  t h e  S t a t e  m o n e y .

I f  y o u  a r e n ' t  f a m i l i a r  w i t h  i n f a n t  l e a r n i n g ,  i t  d o e s  m i r a c l e s  w i t h  
b a b i e s  who  h a v e  t h i s  s h o r t  w i n d o w  o f  t i m e  t o  m a k e  i t  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  
r e g a i n  s o m e  o f  t h e  s k i l l s  t h a t  n o r m a l  b a b i e s  h a v e  a n d  i t  t o t a l l y  c h a n g e s

t h e  o u t c o m e  o f  t h e i r  l i v e s  f o r e v e r !  I t  c a n ' t  b e  p o s t p o n e d .  I  h a v e  s e e n  
t h e  r e s u l t  o f  t h i s  p r o g r a m ,  a n d  i t  t r u l y  i s  a  m i r a c l e  w o r k !  I t  i s n ' t  
t h a t  m u c h  m o n e y  a n d  i t  i s  m o s t l y  f o r  q u a l i f i e d  p e o p l e  t o  m a k e  home  
v i s i t s  t o  d i r e c t  m o t h e r s  who  d o  m o s t  o f  t h e  w o r k .

A n d  I ' m  s u r e  y o u  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i n d e p e n d e n t  l i v i n g  c e n t e r s  a l l o w  p e o p l e  
wh o  u s e  t o  b e  i n  i n s t i t u t i o n s  t o  b e c o m e  p r o d u c t i v e  p e o p l e .  B o t h  o f  
t h e s e  p r o g r a m s  a c t u a l l y  s a v e  m o n e y  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n !  J u s t  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  
i t  l e t s  t h e m  f e e l  h u m a n  c a u s e s  t h e m  t o  i m p r o v e  t h e i r  a b i l i t i e s .

I t  g o t  t o  me s o  m u c h  t h a t  I  h a d  t o  s t o p  w a t c h i n g  l a s t  n i g h t .  I  j u s t  
c a n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  w h a t  t h e  g o v e r n o r  t h i n k s  h e  i s  a c c o m p l i s h i n g !  A l l  I
c a n  f i g u r e  i s  t h a t  h e  m u s t  h a v e  a l r e a d y  r e t i r e d  b u t  j u s t  h a s n ' t  q u i t
y e t .
He w o n ' t  b e  t h e r e  w h e n  t h e  b a c k l a s h  a g a i n s t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  p a r t y  c o m e s .  He 
i s  n o t  l o o k i n g  t o  g e t  r e - e l e c t e d  l i k e  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s o  
i t ' s  n o  b o t h e r  t o  h i m .

I ' v e  a l r e a d y  s a i d  ho w  w r o n g  I  t h i n k  i t  i s  t o  g o  b a c k  o n  y o u r  w o r d  a n d
d i s c o n t i n u e  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  w h e n  t h e  p e o p l e  a r e  s o  d e p e n d e n t  o n  i t .  
T h e  b u d g e t  i s  f u l l  o f  w r o n g  t h i n g s ,  e d u c a t i o n  f u n d i n g  f r o m  K i n d e r g a r t e n  
t h r o u g h  c o l l e g e  i s  a n o t h e r  o n e .

I  t h i n k  m o s t  p e o p l e  k n o w  " y o u  c a n ' t  g e t  s o m e t h i n g  f o r  n o t h i n g "  a n d  a r e  
w i l l i n g  t o  p a y  t a x .

D o r i s  R o b b i n s  
PO Box 2 1 0 1 1  
J u n e a u ,  AK 9 9 8 0 2  
( 9 0 7 ) 3 6 4 - 3 2 6 7

•1/16/2003 2:54 I'M

mailto:drobbins@gci.net
mailto:samtriv@gci.net
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April 15 , 2003

W ) 907 -742 -4322  (F ) 907-742-4175

TO: SEN A TE FINANCE CO M M ITTEE

FROM : LARRY W IG ET, EXEC U TIV E D IRECTO R, PUBLIC AFFAIRS

S U B JE C T : THE IM PORTANCE OF PUPIL TRANSPORTATION FUNDING

“To educate Alaska’s children, they first must get safely to school. 
Consistent, safe and efficient transportation is vital to the education process.
For years, the state has reimbursed school districts the cost of transporting 
students.
Districts decide how to provide that transportation. This year, 48 of the 53 school 
districts are expected to receive reimbursement for pupil transportation.
School districts providing student transportation now receive equal funding. Before 
1998, not all districts were reimbursed for pupil transportation at the same rate. 
Anchorage, for example, was reimbursed at a lower rate. In 1998, Senator Dave 
Donley successfully sponsored a revision to reimburse all schools equally. Thanks 
to that amendment, all districts are now treated the same when receiving funds for 
transporting students.
Pupil transportation is not cheap, but it la essential. Money for transporting 
students frees up funds I'or the classroom. If the state did not fully fund 
these costs, districts would be forced to use classroom dollars to pay for 
getting students safely to school.”

-Source: Verbatim; Spring 2002 Education Report 
Alaska State Senate Finance Committee
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April 15 , 2003

W ) 907*742-4322 (F) 907-742-4175

TO : SEN A TE FINANCE COMMITTEE
FROM : LARRY W IGET, EXECU TIVE D IRECTO R PUBLIC AFFA IRS
S U B JE C T : FULL FUNDING FOR K-12  EDUCATION

Senator G reen, members of the Finance committee, thank you for the opportunity to 
provide testimony this evening on the need for full funding for K -12  education.

Due to a prior commitment, Carol Comeau, Superintendent of the Anchorage School 
District, i s  unable to be here this evening to exp re ss to you directly her concern s about 
the governor's proposed budget and its impact on the Anchorage School District

It i s  the superintendent’s  belief, and the belief of ali of u s within the Anchorage School 
D istrict, that the cu ts to the education budget proposed by the governor "would 
absolutely devastate what we’ve been trying to do with student achievement."

The governor’s  proposed budget would result in a reduction of almost $ 1 1  million In 
funding to the Anchorage School District. If implemented, Anchorage will lo se  $3 .4  
million in Learning Opportunity Grants, about $3 .4  million for pupil transportation, $3 
m illion for bond debt reim bursem ent, $150 ,000 for community s c h o o ls , and 
.'Approximately $775,000 for tuition for wards of the court.

A s others who have testified before you have surely stated, full funding doesn 't just 
mean funding the foundation formula. Full funding means fully funding all components 
of the education budget.

In the words of our superintendent,

"E d u ca tion  i s  the ticket out o f poverty. It’s  the ticket to s  
s u c c e s s f u l  work fo rce . It’s  the ticket to sa fe  end  healthy 
fa m ilie s w here ch ild ren  are stab le  and stro n g . A  lo t o f th e se  
c u t s  are go ing  to hurt the k id s and the fa m ilie s w ho can 
afford it tha lea st. Wa want to ralaa the level o f  achievem ent 
fo r all k id s .’’

P lease support full and increased funding of education to ensure a quality 
education for our students and students a cro ss Alaska.

Thank  you I
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April 14,2003 •' _
' • ,

' i '
To all Senate Finance Committee Members:

Senator Lyda Green, Co-chair.(Fax'; 465-3805)
Senator Gary Wilken, Co-Chair (Fax 465-4714)
Senator Con Bunde, Vice Chair (Fax 465-3871)
Senator Robin Taylor (Fax 465-3922)
Senator Ben Stevens (Fax 465-3872)
Senator Lyman Hoffman (Fax 465-4453)
Senator Donny Olson (Fax 465-4821)

Dear Senator:

The Cook Inlet Historical Society urges you to restore funding the State Library and State 
Archives budgets. Restoring funds to the Alaska State Archives and State Library would ensure 
public access during regular business hours and provide at least a minimum service level for 
these organizations.

Public access to government records is a vital part o f our democratic society. For example, 
citizens use government records to document their right to vote, apply for a permanent fund 
dividend, and to register for unemployment, health benefits, and other social services. State 
records help us understand the history o f our state and nation, and they play an important role in 
the interpretation o f  our past. Open access to government records are central to maintaining a 
free and open society and one o f state government’s most fundamental and vital responsibilities.

In addition, the cuts proposed for the state library will adversely affect the historical collections 
and public access to the services and collections will be severely limited. Researchers traveling 
to Juneau to use the resources o f the state library have a special financial hardship, as tho hours 
o f the historical collections that are already on reduced hours due to prior budget cuts will be 
further limited.

The Cook Inlet Historical Society members arc asking you to restore the funds for the Alaska 
State Archives and State Library programs. State archives and libraries are vital government 
services that should be supported even in times o f financial hardship. I f  I can provide, further 
infonnation to you and your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me.

121 West Seventh Avenue. Anchorage, Alaska 9V501-3696



0 4 /1 5 /2 0 0 3  1 5 :1 7  BEZEK DURST SEISER -> 1 9 0 7 4 652187— 0 1 6 NO.5 5 4  001

Bob Ourtt

From:
Sent:To:
Subject:

Bob DuratWednesday, April 09,2003 11:50 PM 'Representative Kevin_Meyer@tegls.state.ak.us’ 
HB 165 Retain funding for Community Schools

Senate Finance Committee,
I believe It is important to look at how we "Invest" our State's financial resources in program evaluation vs. looking at 
savings or cuts.
In our work session today, the Commonwealth North "Workforce Development Task Force" identified 1, Education and 2. 
Healthy Communities as two major factors relating to the development of a qualified workforce to fill jabs In Alaska by 
Alaskans. Community Schools is a cost effective program that Ib helping to achieve these goals and more.
Our Architectural firm did a major renovation et Creekslde Park Elementary School In Easl Anchorage. When we first saw 
the old school it was boarded up with plywood and covered with graffiti. The Park next door was in sad disrepair and a haven for undesirables, A "crack" house was reportedly across the street from the school. We designed the renovation for the building and painted a picture as to what the school could be as a "center’ of community. The Principal too* us •eriously and charged the Community Schools Coordinator to make the vision a reality.
This past summer, the first "Spirit of Muldoon" celebration was held at Creekside Park culminating a rebirth of the 
Elementary School and Park. The old hockey fink that the District Maintenance would take down had been repaired and 
painted by the local "Gateway" Rotary Club. The rink will be resurfaced to support use In the summer for a game played 
on roller blades. Artwork created by an Artist In Ihe Schools grant gives a bnght band of color around the freshly painted 
boards around the rink. A new shelter Is under construction in the park along with irrigation for two new youth soccer 
fields. An exercise trail for disabled youth Is being constructed as a pathway In the woods. A new Little League field has 
been constructed and the big baseball field with 300 ft fence* ha* been rajuvanatad. 150 people showed up last Spring 
for a Day of Caring to clean, grub and put a shine back on Creekslde Park. All of these projects Including a Master Plan 
for Creekside Elementary and Park was coordinated by Creekslde Community Schools which was recognized and recalved the "Good Neighbor" award at the Heart of Anchorage ceremonies last year.
Today Ihe "crack" house has been purchased and renovated by one of the teachers at the school. This Is mare than a K-6 
school that shuts down et 3pm....there 8re educational and recreational programs for students after school, and In the 
evening Community Schools offers a wide range of classes for adults in tha community. The school no longer shuts down 
in the summer...,it has become a center for youth and adult programs throughout the year.
To maximize utilization of our community’s' major capital cost facilities, we need an active Community Schools program to 
transform these expensive facilities into "Lifelong Learning, Recreation and Community Centers. We need this “funded" 
staffing to coordinate the writing and administration of grants, coordinate community volunteers, and coordinate public use of our public" facilities.
This facility is a "model" for the "investment" of State funding in terms of its local impact on education and creation of a healthy community.

1 am not a person that usually takes the timB to write on Issues but the loss of this funding will create a major negative Impact on our communities.. Community Schools Is a positive investment fo r our future.
Bob Durst

I
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M E E T I N G  T H E  C H A L L E N G E

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL SHEET

TO.
Senator Gary Wilken

PROM,
Anna Soppoh
Meeting foe Challenge Gtmpagp 
Board President

COMPANY:
Alaska State Legislature 
Senate Finance Committee

DATE
4/16/03
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1-907-465-4714

TOTAL NO. OP PAGES INCLUDING COVER- 
2

PHONE NUMBER
1-800-451-5501

SENDER'S PHONE NUMBER
907-277-8796

RK:
Substance abuse budget issues

SENDERS FAXNUMBER-
907-258-7175

0  URGENT 0  FOR REV IEW  0  PLEASE COMMENT 0  PLEASE REPLY □ PLEASE RECYCLE

NOTES/COMMENTS:
My name is Anna Soppoh. I am a recovering addict from Anchorage, I am a member and Board 
President o f the Meeting the Challenge Campaign. We are recovering addicts and alcoholics who 
have benefited from participating in treatment for substance abuse problems, I was an active 
addict from the age o f 12 until I was 33. I am Alaska Native. I am the 3** generation of 
addict/alcoholics in my family. My last drug of choice was heroin. I completed treatment in 
Apnl 1995.1 celebrated 8 years dean on April 2^ of this year. Before treatment I was a drain on 
my community and its resources. The money spent in terms o f welfare I collected, Medicaid, 
court costs, domestic violence, child welfare issues, food banks support, etc... is mind-bogging. I 
am now a productive member o f society. I am employed full time. I am oo-awner o f a guide 
service on the Kenai. I am able to parent my own children without state assistance. I am now of 
service i d  my community other than a detriment to i t  This is all possihle because I  had the 
opportunity to participate in, and complete drug treatment I learned life skills and resources to 
help me learn how to kve dean. I had never been ahle to achieve prolonged abstinence on my 
own prior to treatment

I encourage you to please not make any further cuts to the substance abuse treatment budget. 
The short-term savings o f these cuts ore negjigjble in comparison to foe rising cost o f 
incarceration, courts, welfare, child abuse issues, medical oosts etc... In these uncertain financial 
times it seems to me that shortsighted short-term savings are irresponsible.
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There is money coming in from the alcohol tax that was passed last year. In 200^ the 
establishment o f the Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Treatment and Prevention Fund offered a 
‘‘gentleman's agreement" to put revenues from the alcohol tax toward creating and preventing 
substance abuse. . Tbe Governor’s FY 04 budjget, proposes to use only a small portion o f this 
revenue to increase prevention and treatment programs. The bulk o f foe fund, approximately 
$13.5 million, supplants general funds. With the cuts to treatment in prisons (Collections budget) 
and foe $1.6 million m reductions to treatment programs from increasing their local match 
requirement (SB124), foe governor’s strategy fails to take advantage of the opportunity provided 
by foe creation o f  foe fund. To supplant foe general funds that were in plarp is morally wrong.

1 met with several of you personally when I was in Juneau last month. I hope that you will please 
consider what I have said and believe that treatment does work. Even if  people relapse after 
treatment, a seed gets planted. With foe higjh rate o f  alcohol and drug problems in this state we 
can not continue to ignore the problem or hope that people will just quit on their own without 
treatment.. I f  we don’t provide treatment to those incarcerated we will continue to incarcerate 
them over and over at a much higher cost than treating them. I f  we do not provide services in 
foe villages we will see foe cyde o f abuse continue to unravel foe very fiber o f  foe lives o f  our 
native youth until the entire native culture is obliterated.

Thank You for jour time and consideration m this matter. 

Sincerely,

Anna K. Soppoh

S O I  N O R T H  P A R K  E T .  A N C H O R A C R .  A K  » * S 0 <  
T E L B P H O M B  Cl 7 . * r * 8



From: Chugach Consumers 907-258-9614 To: Gary Wilken Date: 4/16/2003 Time: 12:39:50 PM Page 1 of 4

C h u g a c h  C o n s u m e r s
P.O. Box 101822 • Anchorage, AK 99510-1822 

e-mail: execdir@chuqachconsumers.org • website: www.chuqachconsumers.org

April 15, 2003

S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  T e s t i m o n y  ( S B 3 5 ,  H B 7 5 )

SOUTHERN INTERTIE FUNDING
I am the chairman of Chugach Consumers, a grassroots group of fiscally concerned 
Chugach Electric ratepayers. I also was on the Chugach Electric board (5/94 to 
4/2000) and was board president (5/95 to 4/97). I was also on the Alaska Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association (ARECA) Board of Directors, Executive Committee, 
1995-98. I have maintained an active interest in electric utility affairs since leaving the 
board (but entirely in a non-paid public interest capacity).

Chugach Consumers urges the legislature to support Governor Murkowski's action 
that returned $27 million in accrued interest on the Southern Intertie to the general 
fund.

However, we are very concerned that Sec. 18(c) of HB75 passed by the House returns 
that money to the Railbelt Energy Fund rather then leaving it in the general fund. We 
urge the Senate to drop this provision or replace it with a clarification that the money 
remains in the general fund.

The Southern Intertie has long been known to be uneconomic and would have been 
abandoned years ago were it not for the deplorable suppression by Chugach 
management (for the whole project EIS process) of the major, credible, decisional 
document1 on the economic benefits of the Southern Intertie.

My Anchorage Daily News OpEd and attached editorial recounts this history.

The Southern Intertie pays only 50 cents in public benefits for every dollar of cost and 
that is from old cost estimates. It is expected to yield an even lower benefit-cost ratio 
when updated or actual construction costs are known.

Chugach Consumers congratulates the Governor for his action on the interest money 
that stops public funds from being wasted in this time of fiscal need. Chugach 
Consumers encourages the legislature and AIDEA to recover the rest of the $40 
million Southern Intertie grant principal as well. This would make a total of $67 million 
available from this dubious project.

Safe, Reliable, Low Cost Power for South Central Alaska!

mailto:execdir@chuqachconsumers.org
http://www.chuqachconsumers.org
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Chugach C o n su m e rs Page 2
Senate Finance Committee Testimony (SB35, HB75)
SOUTHERN INTERTIE FUNDING - 4/15/03

If this money is reclaimed, Chugach Consumers believes it is crucial that il go into the 
general fund or be reappropriated to benefit South Central Alaska for utility or general 
government/school debt reduction (as opposed to being used for another new 
spending program).

Sincerely,

CHUGACH CONSUMERS
[SIGNED AND TRANSMITTED ELECTRONICALLY]

Ray Kreig, Chairman
(907) 276-2025 fax (907) 258-9614 home (907) 243-8951

For more information please see: 
http;//www,chugachcor>sumers.org/si.htm

especially the background briefing: 
httD:/A/vww.chugachconsumers.om/Ub/lnt/Briefinq.htm

ENDNOTE

1. Samuelson, R., Ha; S., 199 8 , Ratepayer Im pacts o f Proposed
T ra n sm iss io n  P ro jects Final Report; DFI-Aeronomics, 75 p. [marked "Client 
Confidential"]. NOTE: Released by vote of Chugach Board on 11/20/02, first 
available 12/6/02.

Safe, Reliable, Low Cost Power for South Central Alaska! __
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OUR VIEW

Southern 
intertie

Good reason to question 
this Railbelt energy project

I  n 1993, the Alaska Legislature set aside $46.8 million 
for building a second high-voltage power line between 
Anchorage and the Kenai Peninsula. .
Some important things have changed in the 10 years 

since then. Alaska's state government finances have dete- 
~njg money has disappeared. l5w^

—jroufinely balance d&e state budget try-drawing at 
least half a billion dollars each year from a dwindling sav­
ings account

Another noteworthy change ia that doubts have recent- 
lyT5ome to light about the economic viability of the pro­
posed power line. A1998 utility company study that was 
kept secret for four years ccnduded the southern intertie 
would produce barely 50 cents’ worth of benefit for every 

— i  dollar spent
A 199S utility 

ĉompany Study that new doubts about the

). was kept secret for tS S ffS S P  four years concluded find higher and better
the southern interne

Would produce Some advocates of
c/> the southern intertie re-

^  - ject that notion. They
; «'ov .‘('V of benefit for Claim tbe money is
every dollar spent.

and there is no point in
reconsidering tho matter. The intertie money was the fl- 
pal part of a political deal that triggered a splurge of 
spending on energy projects and subsidies starting in the 
early 19#0a. Anchorage aod tbe southern Railbelt would 
be denied tbeir (air share of t  ate-Ainded energy goodies, 
Intertie advocates say, if this final project is not built, r- 
"  The project's defenders say a‘deal’s a deaL even if it 
means throwing good money alter bad. The day when 
Alaska could get a way' i  such a cavalier approach to 
spending money is long past

D ale : 4 /1 6 /2 0 0 3  T im e: 1 2 :3 9 :5 0  PM
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to benefit the southern Railbelt Let’s grant that it has to 
be spent to supply cheaper energy. Let’s even grant that it 
has to be spent on a particular type of energy, namely 
elect .icily. Granting all that it is still not dear that the 
southern intertie is the best way to do i t  
, The roorgy.fflijdjze u*jd to retire debt t f tfag ream ’s., 
electrical utaliheg It could be used to upgrade and repair 
the existing high-voltage power line between the Kenai 
Peninsula and Anchorage. Tt could be used to install a 
centralized power dispatching system, to ensure that the 
most efficient mix of Railbelt power plants is used to meot 
electricity demand as it fluctuates during tbe day and dur­
ing the year. —----- --------- ---------------------- .—

Tbe new Anchorage-Xenai intertie should, at mini­
mum, have to prove that it is a better investment than 
those options. That will require an independent, rigorous 
look at tbe intertie’s costs and benefits and bow they com­
pare with the alternatives.

Intertie II
Is $23 million o f interest _\k- 
money legally available?'/'

D uring debate over the proposed electrical intertie 
between Anchorage and K enai an interesting Ques­
tion has come to light Just exactly how much state 

money is available for the project?
The state agency handling tho project, Alaska Industri­

al Development and Export Authority, says the available 
finding is about $70 million. That’s the original $46.8 mil- 
torn that tbe Legislature set aside in 1993 plus another $33 
million or so in interest

There’s just one problem with that claim The 1093 leg­
islation that set aside $48.8 million (SB 126) imposed cer­
tain conditions. One dondition requires ifHllflen involved. 
with the prefect to agree in advance that they wffl pqyaH 
costa of the Intertie over and above $46JI minion. Wo legist 
lation passed sincqlhen has repealed that requirement.

It appears that stale —^ ^ ^ ^ ——

The more utilities 
have to pay for the 
Anchorage-Kenai 
intertie, the less 
likely they are to 

pursue it.

law is clear Only $46.8 
million of the appropria­
tion is available to pay 
for the Intertie. (Unless, 
of course, state lawyers 
can come up with a con­
vincing theory that ex­
plains why the law on 
the books doesn’t mean 
what it sayO

This question is the 
kind that could make or break the $100 million project. 
The intertie is an economically questionable investment 
that, even in the most optimistic analysis, produces mini­
mal gain to Railbeit ratepayers. Tbe more utilities have to 
pay for tbe Ancborage-Kenai intertie, tbe less likely they 
are to pursue It In fact, project supporters are asking tbe 
Legislature to spend another $30 million on it  

-Tbe powers that be in the Legislature and tbe 
Murkowski administration have shown no inclination to 
question the assumption that interest money is legally 
available for the souther, intertie. Rut as critics of the 
project note, the teg 
one more imt 
Ale protect ~

http://www.adn.com
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POINTCOUNTERPOINT A n c h o m g e -K e n a i in te r tie ?

S o u t h e r n  I n t e r t i e ’s  b e n e f i t s  

l ik e ly  n o t  w o r t h  t h e  c o s t  :
R A Y  K R E J G , f o r m e r  C h u g a c h  E l e c t r i c  b o a r d  m e m b e r

A  p r o j e c t  t o  b e n e f i t  A l a s k a  a n d  A l a s k a n s  t u r n s  to  d e s i g n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n .  I f  w o r k  p r e ­
f e r  t o e  n e x t  M y e a r a  i s  m o v i n g  f o r w a r d ,  c e e d s  o n  s c h e d u l e ,  A l a s k a n s  m a y  b e  t a k i n g

t h a n k s  t o  t h e  v i s i o n  a n d  e f f o r t s  o f  l e g i s -  h o m e  p a y c h e c k s  f r o m  c o n s t r u c t i o n  b y  2004
l a t o r s  a n d  e l e c t r i c  u t i l i t i e s .  a n d  t h e  n e w  l i n e  c o u l d  b e  t o  s e r v i c e  b y  2 0 0 6  o r

T h e  S o u t h e r n  I n t e r t i e ,  a n  I m p o r t a n t  n e w  2 0 0 ? . T h a t  m i g h t  s e e m  a  w a y s  o f f ,  b u t  I t ’s  j u s t
l i n k  In  t h e  R a i l b e l t  e l e c t r i c  g r id ,  r e c e n t l y ' ' a r o u n d  t h e  c o r n e r  w h e n  y o u  c o n s i d e r  t h e
p a s s e d  a n u t f o r  m i l e s t o n e  w i th  t h e  c o m p le t io n  n e e d  f o r  t h i s  p r o j e c t  t h a t  h a s  b e e n  in  t h e  p l a n -  
o f  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  r e v i e w s .  A f- n i n g  s i n c e  t h e  e a r l y  1 0 8 0 s .
t e r  a  t h o r o u g h  a n d  p u b l i c  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  I m -  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  I s  v i t a l  t o  A l a s k a ’s  c u r r e n t
p a c t  s t a t e m e n t  p r o c e s s ,  t b r e e  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  a n d  f u t u r e  h e a l t h  a n d  e c o n o m y .  A  s t r o n g  i n ­
l a s t  M  i s s u e d  r e c o r d s  o f  a  d e c i s io n  id e n  t i f y in g  t e r c o n n e c t e d  R a i l b e l t  e l e c t r i c  s y s t e m  t h a t  a l-
a  r o u t e  a l o n g  t h e  K e n a i  b lu f f  o f  C o o k  I n l e t  a n d  lo w s  p o w e r  t o  b e  m a d e  e c o n o m i c a l l y  i n  o n e
u n d e r  t b e  m o u t h  o f  T u m a g a i n  A r m  a s  t h e  p r e -  a r e a  a n d  m o v e d  e f f i c i e n t l y  t o  a n o t h e r  h e l p s
f e r r e d  p a t h  f o r  t h e  n e w  t r a n s m i s s i o n  l i n e .  e i n s u r e  t h a t  i n d i v i d u a l  A l a s k a n s  a n d  t h e  b u s l -

T h e  I n t e r t i e  w i l l  b e  a  n e w  t r a n s m i s s i o n  l i n e  n e s s e s  t h a t  e m p l o y  t h e m  h a v e  r e l i a b l e ,  a f -
b e t w e e n  N l l d s k i  a n d  A n c h o r a g e  t h a t  w ill  i m -  f o r d a b l e  e l e c t r i c  s e r v i c e ,  T h e  S o u t h e r n '  r d e r -
l> ro v e  t h e  r e l i a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  R a f l b e l t  p o w e r  g r id ,  - t ie  w ill  d o  j u s t  t h a t
H o w e v e r ,  i t s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t  f u n c t io n  w il l  b e  C r i t i c a l  I n f r a s t r u c t u r e  I s  o f t e n  ig n o r e d  o r
t o  h e l p  m o v e  p o w e r  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  r e g i o n  t a k e n  f o r  g r a n t e d  u n t i l  s o m e t h i n g  g o e s  w r o n g
f r o m  w h e r e  I P s  m o e t e c o n o u i l c a l  to  m » ln »  i t  t o  o r  e x i s t i n g  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  o v e r w h e l m e d  b y  d e -
i p h e r e  c u s t o m e r s  n e e d  i t  A ll  s i x  o f  t h e  e l e c t r i c  m a n d .  T h a t ’s  w h y  I t’s  s o  I m p o r t a n t  t o  p la n ,
u t i l i t i e s  t h a t  s e r v e  c u s t o m e r s  In  t h e  R a i f o e l t  T h e  f a c t  y o u  c a n  f i tp  a  s w i t c h  t o d a y  a n d  h a v e
i r e  p a r t i c i p a t i n g  I n  t h e  p r o j e c t  A ll s i x  a r e  n o t -  t h e  l i g h t s  c o m e  o n  d o e s n ’t  j u s t  m e a n  s o m e o n e
f o r - p r o f l t  u t i l i t i e s  w o r k i n g  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e i r  d i d  s o m e t h i n g  s p e c i a l  t o d a y .  I t  h a p p e n s  b e -
c m t o m e r s .  T h e  c u r r e n t  e s t i m a t e d  c o s t  o f  t h e  c a u s e  A l a s k a n s  d e c a d e s  a g o  h a d  t h e  f o r e s ig h t
l i n e  i s  $ 1 0 0  m i l l i o n .  A p p r o x im a te l y  ( 7 0  m i l l i o n  to  p u t  a n  e l e c t r i c  g r i d  i n  p l a c e  t o  m a k e  I t  h a p -

. i f  t h e  p r o j e c t  w il l  b s  p a i d  b y  a  s t a t e  g r a n t  p e n .  I t  i s  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to  p ro -
m a d e  b y  t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e  i n  1993 f r o m  t h e  R a i l -  v id e  t h e  s a m e  b e n e f i t  to  o u r  c h i l d r e n  a n d  o t h e r
t e l t  E n e r g y  F u n d  —  s e t  u p  In  1986  to  I n v e s t  I n  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  t b e  f u i u r e  o f  t h i s  g r e a t  s t a t e .
f r o j e c t s  t h a t  b e n e f i t  A la s k a n s  t h r o u g h o u t  t h o  ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

, s t a t e ’s  m o s t  p o p u l o u s  r e g i o n .  B E * *  P. ¥cx/M Ii «mcu o«* director of A i»*»R yrel0»cW c
W i t b t h e E I S  c o m p l e t e  , a t t e n t i o n  n o w  cooporettre AMoei«tto«.

C l e a r l y  t h e  S o u t h e r n  I n t e r t i e  h a s  s o m e  c o n s u l t a n t ' s  p r e p a r a t i o n  o f  a n o t h e r  r e p o r t  Is -
b e n e f i t *  T h e  q u e s t i o n  I s  w h e t h e r  t h e y  s u e d  f o r  p u b l i c  c o n s u m p t i o n  I n  M a r c h  19981 I t

a r e  w o r t h  t h e  c o s t  A r e  t h e r e  b e  t t e r  c o n v e n i e n t l y  c l a i m e d  ( 1 4 3  m i l l i o n  In  b e n e f i t s

u s e s  f o r  $ 1 2 5  m i l l i o n  In  p u b l i c  a n d  r a t e p a y e r  • ^ e n o u g h  t o  s h o w  t h e  ( 1 2 5  m i l l i o n  i n t e r t i e ’'
f u n d s ?  H i s t o r y  I n d i c a t e s  t h a t  c o s t  o v e r r u n s  c o s t  t o  b e  b a r e l y  j u s t i f i e d .  T h a t  w a s  t h e  o n ly
a r e  h i g h l y  H k e ly , t o t a l l y  a t  r a t e p a y e r  e x p e n s e ,  b e n e f i t  I n f o r m a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  b y  C h u g a c h  to

C u r r e n t l y ,  p o w e r  I s  o n  9 9 .9 7 5  p e r c e n t  o f  t h e  r e g u l a t o r s  a n d  I h e  p u b l i c  d u r i n g  th e - 1 9 9 8 -2 0 0 2  
t i m e .  H o w  m u c h  i s  i t  w o r t h  t o  g a i n  a  p a r t  o f  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  I m p a c t  s t a t e m e n t  p r o c e s s ,
t h a t  r e m a i n i n g  0 .0 2 5  p e r c e n t  ( tw o  h o u r s  a  S a m e  c o n s u l t a n t ,  tw o  v a s t l y  d i f f e r e n t  b e n e f i t
y e a r ) ?  U t i l i t y  b o a r d s ,  l e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  t h e  p u b -  n u m b e r s .  W h a t  g iv e s ?  I n  D F l ’s  o w n  w o r d s :  " W e
l i e  h a v e  n o  w a y  o f  j u d g i n g  w i t h o u t  f a i r ,  i m p a r -  b e l i e v e  o u r  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a p p r o a c h  (In  t h e
t i a l  a n d  u n b i a s e d  p r o j e c t  e c o n o m i c  a d v i c e  F e b r u a r y  1 9 9 8  a tu c fy ) i s  m t i c h  m o r e  a c c u r a t e . ”
f r o m  i n d e p e n d e n t  e x p e r t s .  I n  1990 , t h e  s t a t e  u t i l i t y  c o n s u m e r  a d v o c a t e ,

O f  g r e a t  c o n c e r n  s h o u l d  b e  a  h i s t o r y  o f  d e -  A la n  M i tc h e l l ,  a l s o  f o u n d  t h e  S o u t h e r n  I n t e r t i e
c e p t t v e  m a n i p u l a t i o n  o f  i n t e r t i e  b e n e f i t  c l a i m s  b e n e f i t s  t o  b e  o n ly  ( 5 1  m i l l i o n  t o  ( 6 3  m i l l io n ,
b y  u t i l i t y  m a n a g e r s .  W h e n  I  w a s  C h u g a c h  T h e r e  i s  n o  i n d e p e n d e n t  t h i r d  p a r t y  t h a t  h a s
b o a r d  p r e s i d e n t  i n  1 9 9 6 , w e  r e c e i v e d  m i s l e a d -  f o u n d  t h e  b e n e f i t s  o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  I n t e r t i e  a n y -
I n g  b e n e f i t - c o s t  a d v i c e  f r o m  m a n a g e m e n t  o n  w h e r e  n e a r  t h e  ( 1 2 5  m i l l i o n  c o s t  o f  t h i s  p r o j e c t
t h e  n o r t h e r n  I n t e r t i e  ( b e t w e e n  H e a l y  a n d  C o n s i d e r i n g  t h e  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  t h a t  h a s  o c -
F a l r b a n k s ) .  I f  C h u g a c h  h a d  p a r t i c i p a t e d  in  c u r r e d  in  A l a s k a ’s  f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  s in c e  t h e  
t h a t  p r o j e c t ,  I t  w o u ld  h a v e  c o s t  o u r  r a t e p a y e r s  o r ig i n a l  a p p r o p r i a t i o n  in  1 9 9 3 , S o u t h c e n t r a l
(8 0 0 ,0 0 0  a  y e a r .  u t i l i t y  b o a r d s  a n d  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  s h o u l d

W e  t h e n  in s i s t e d ,  o n  a  v e r y  d e t a i l e d  a n d  l o o k  v e r y  h a r d  a t  t h e  I n t e r t i e  a n d  a s k  t h e  L e g -
c o m p r e h e n s i v e  s t u d y  o f  t h e  b e n e f i t s  a n d  c o s t  i s l a t u r e  to  r e a p p r o p r l a t e  t h e  ( 7 0  m i l l i o n  In
o f  t h e  S o u t h e r n  I n t e r t i e .  W e  r e t a i n e d  D e d s i o n  s t a t e  f u n d s  p l e d g e d  t o  t h e  p r o j e c t .  T h e  m o n e y
F o c u s  I n c .  b e c a u s e  i t  h a d  p e r f o r m e d  s e v e r a l  w o u ld  b e t t e r  b  l e f l t  S o u t h c e n t r a l  A l a s k a n s  i f
s t u d i e s  o n  I n t e r t i e  e c o n o m i c s  f o r  t h e  s t a t e .  u s e d  to  r e d u c e  u t i l i t y  o r  m u n i c i p a l  a n d  s c h o o l
D F I  f o u n d  o o f y  ( 5 8  m i l l i o n  i n  b e n e f i t s .  d e b t  b y  ( c o o  p e r  h o u s e h o l d .
C h u g a c h  m a n a g e m e n t  k e p t  t h a t  F e b r u a r y   : :_____ ^ __________________ _________
1 9 9 8  s t u d y  s e c r e t  f r o m  t h e  p u b l i c .  ■ A * )fK m ie li« fo n M r^ iM ld « n to f C h M ia c A E iM M c A tM d -

M e a h w h i l e ,  u n b e k n o w n  t o  t h e  b o a r d ,  *Bon M d  sorted on th* eaeuU v* commM oo of Alodti Rarel
C h u g a c h  m a n a g e m e n t  s u p e r v i s e d  t h e  s o m e  r Hocato coopondw A ooontion . „ .
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PUBLIC TESTIMONY Vroqram Association

Consequences of Senate Finance Committees Cuts and Intent 
Language:

• The result of this reduction is that statewide, 5% of children who 
experience developmental delays, or are at risk for them, may go 
without essential services.

• The proposed $250,000 funding reduction represents a 5% decrease 
in State grant funding for Infant Learning Programs

• National studies have shown that for every $1 spent on early 
detection and intervention $4 is saved on the long-term delivery of 
treatment and support services such as special education.

The intent language proposed by the senate finance committee suggests that 
families who can afford —pay for services. This is already the case. We 
bill families for services and many struggle to pay. If families are asked to 
pay more, or more families are asked to pay they could be making 
choices between buying groceries and seeking medical attention OR paying 
for Infant Learning services. A majority of families would choose not to 
access services,

Since FY02 State grant funding for Infant Learning Programs has been 
reduced by 16%— It does not make good fiscal sense to cut funding that 
will reduce future costs. It’s like choosing to use a credit card over paying 
with cash-—You end up paying considerably more in the long run!

Legislative In fonnation  Office 
50 Front S tree t-203 
5:45-6:30
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FA X  T O : 9 0 7  4 6 5  $ - / Eva Lyn M. Casey 
8480 Jewel Lake Rd. 
Anhhorage, AR 99502 
907 243 8530 tel.

March 16, 2003

Senate Finance Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK Rej FY 2004 Budget 

& Longevity Bonus Program
Dear Senators:

With all the calls upon your time and interest by so 
mapy worthy programs on behalf of education at all 
levels, independent living for the disabled and early 
intirvention to improve future life for the very young.
I still must Ecik you not to take away the one safety net 
that allows those of us who are aming the oldest--and 
often in many ways neediest— Alaskans keep some independence 
and dignity.

to your committee since the surprise given to us in the 
March Budgetary address. I can only hope that the 
messages given to you in and earlier to the House have 
received a reading.

The reason almost none of the many seniors who are able 
and willing to .appear in Juneau and at lio'B have not 
had an opportinity to testify in the present round of 
public testimony is unknown to me. It is however quite 
frightening.

There are many people like- Circumstances and physical/ 
medical problems present us from making personal appeals 
that the monthly checks that aee a major past of our 
income not come to an abrupt end at the end of June-

We are not seeking to formally pauperize ourselves nor 
to join welfare case loads. Please do not forget us.

PS: Like many I favor personal income caxe6 ana paia
federa.. . cV- " • & cr over SO

Several letters have l:een written and forwarded by FAX

Cry**** '
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TO: The Senate Finance Committee
FROM: Susan J. Sciabbarrasi, Suptof Wrangell Public Schools
DATE: April 16,2003
RE: Educational Budget Cuts

Thank you for the opportunity to testify.

A major portion of the Wrangell’s lobbying this year pertained to 
educational issues because education is very important to our community. 
We are asking for full funding of education. That includes all portions 
including Learning Opportunity Grants (LOGs), pupil transportation, debt 
reimbursement, and community schools. In addition to those specifically 
mentioned in the budget, we are asking for adequate and equitable 
funding overall in education to compensate for prior flat funding. Public 
Education is being asked to “broaden their belts’ by constantly increasing 
state and federal unfunded mandates (particularly NCLB act).

The City of Wrangell has long supported education. We impose a city level 
tax rate at 7 percent that is the highest in the nation. Therefore, Wrangell has 
been “tightening our belts” and increasing our taxes for years in order to 
adequately fund education to the cap. Our test scores have indicated that we 
have spent wisely because 84-87% of our students scored proficient or 
advanced on each section the 2002 High School Qualifying Exam. The 
community of Wrangell provides approximately one-third of the school 
budget but they will not be able to continue at that rate with additional cuts 
to the city budget. Wrangell Public Schools is cutting between $700-$900 
thousand from our school staff and programs for next year. We are reducing 
the certified teaching positions by 29% thereby increasing our pupil teacher 
ratio and eliminating many elective classes that have proven to enrich the 
quality of the student’s education.

Education was a major campaign issue and one of the top priorities for the 
governor as well as many legislators. It’j difficult for me to believe that you 
would not uphold those promises of just a few months ago and take away 
our children’s educational resources. In education we ask “Is it Good for 
Kids”, if it’s ‘Good for Kids’, who are our future, then it’s the right thing to 
do to adequately and equitably fully fund education.
Thank you,

TOTAL P . 01
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FAX T O : 9 0 7  4 6 5  S ' / ? * / Eva Lyn M. Casey 
8480 Jewel Lake Rd. 
Anbhorage, ak 99502 
907 243 8530 tel.

March 16, 2003

Senate Finance Committee 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK

Dear Senators:

Re: FY 2004 Budget
& Longevity Bonus Program

With all the calls upon your time and interest by so 
many worthy programs on behalf of education at all 
levels, independent living for the disabled and early 
intervention to improve future life for the very young.
I still must ask you not to take away the one safety net 
that allows those of us who ar© amfrng the oldest— and 
often in many ways neediest— Alaskans keep some independence 
and dignity.

y u * -

V t - i

Several letters have been written and forwarded by FAX 
to your committee since the surprise given to us in the 
March Budgetary address. I can only hope that the^SC- 
messages given to you iir and earlier to the House have 
received a reading.

The reason almost none of the many seniors who are able 
and willing to appear in Juneau and at have not
had an opportunity to testify in the present round of 
public testimony is unknown to me. It is however quite 
frightening.

There are many people like f/Circumstances and physical/ 
medical problems present us from making personal appeals 
that the monthly checks that aee a major paat of our 
income not come to an abrupt end at the end of June.

We are not seeking to formally pauperize ourselves nor 
to join welfare case loads. Please do not forget us.

Very sincerely,

PS: Like many I favor personal income taxes and paid
fedpra.'. .. e :  ̂ tr over f t 7 yti.-if-
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FAX TO: 907 465 2187 Eva Lyn M. Casey 
8480 Jewel Lake Rd. 
Anchorage, AK 99502 
tel. 907 243 8530 
March 13, 2003

Senate Finance Committee 
Juneau, Alaska Yes on HB 11

No on SB 117/HB 158
Dear senators:

The exchange between members of the House Special Committee 
on Ways and Means, in particular Representative Norman 
Rokoberg, and Revenue Commissioner Corbus that was part 
of the meeting held April 11th was convincing. HB 11 is 
a reasonable step.'its productive of funds in FY 2004 
to help offset some of the drastic cuts proposed now and 
Can be part of a pi an over the next months to create a 
broader, less volatil source of revenue for the state.

Please don't eliminate any of the present economic engines 
that put cash into local economies, this includes monthly 
‘checks which cfcke it possible for many of us over 71 to 
afcety in our beloved Alaska and spend our incomes, whatever 
their sources, here.

If you have any doubts about the value of the Longvity Bonus 
program payments to seniors and to Alaska, please view the 
K200 video tapes of extensive testimony before the Senate 
State Affairs Committee. It is not just from recipients.

ccr House Special Committee on Ways and Means
Subcommittees on Revenue, House and Senate

Very sincerely,

E. M. Casey
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FAX TO: (907) 465 4156
(907) 465 3452
(907) . 465 2935 
(907) 465 3532

Eva Lyn M. Casey 
8480 Jewel Lake Rd. #2 
Anchorage, AK 99502

Re: Aieyska Central School
Karen Rehfeld, Acting Commiseioner arid 
Director of Educational Support Services 
Department of Education 
801 west 10th st, Suite 200 
Juneau, AK 99801-1894

Dear Commissioner Rehfeld:

This letter is written by one of the many Alaska voters who 
had not heard of ACS until it became so threatened in the 
present Legislative Session. It is my hope that you are able 
to use the influence of your department, even though it is 
so beset with funding problems at all levels of education, 
to delay the execution of this uniqui and valuable Alaska 
educational asset.

The testimony of articulate and enthusiatic students and 
their parents in support of continuing their education with 
ACS has been most impressive and has caused me to learn more 
about the school.

By defeating the Governor's bill, funding AC? at its money- 
saving rate of expense for fiscal year 2004, time could be 
gained to seek another sponsorshing organization or charter 
status and relieve the Department of Education of the 
responsibility as would appea * to be--the only reason for 
the bill before the Legislature.

At present this is the only correspondence school whose 
graduates find their credits are accepted by universities 
nationwide; with courses taught by well-degreed teachers 
who have written the lesson plans and who are available to 
their students by telephone for individual help with lesson 
work; with school work graded by the instructors, not by 
parents; able to follow students being educated by mail when 
they move about the state, including seasonal moves for 
subsistence reasons. Comparable services are not offered 
by any of the other private or district programs which may 
consider ACS competition for students or dollars.

I have no personal or familial interest in the questions 
raised other than respecting and valuing good education 
for student: at all levels.

Very sincerely yours,
cc: ACS

G o v e r n o r  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i



A P R - 1 6 - 2 0 0 3  0 7 : 0 4 P M  6 1 6 1 7 8 P 5 9 9 0 7  7 6 6  2 3 4 3 P .  0 1

m
 Rhonda M. Stuart retuart®aptalaska.net

P.O. Box 273  rstuart^server.hbad.net

Haines, Alaska 99827 
907*766*2352 (voice)
907*766*2352 (msg and fax)

Dear Legislator:
Education is  receiving “lip se rv ice ” from everyone - but true support is  not evident, A s 
long o s  leg isla tors believe that they are “fully funding” education sim ply b eca u se  they 
are providing funding according to a formula that i s  so re ly  outdated, education will never 
be truly fully funded.

I grew  up In A laska. W hen I w a s a student it w a s obv ious that education w a s 
valued. Education w a s near the top of the state budget In allocation. Now It I s  near 
the bottom. Tbe funding formula h a s not been updated to account for Inflation or 
growing e x p e n se s  for s o  many v e a rs that it would be laughable If It w a sn ’t su c h  a 
se r io u s matter. Four yea rs ago, I returned to Alaska for three re a so n s: to care for my 
disabled mother, to offer my talents a s  a teacher to the stud ents of my home town co  I 
can give back to the community and state that I love, and to return to the state that I 
have a lw ays loved.

I am a library teacher that can proudly put my library program up against any program 
and know that I am providing my stud ents with a first c la s s  program that o ffe rs them 
many opportunities that will h9lp them trem endously In their future. Stud ies sh o w  that a 
teaching library program ra ise s  reading sc o re s . A teaching library program m ust be 
headed by a teacher that i s  a lso  trained a s  a librarian. Stud ents are taught vital sk ills  
that Include Information a c c e s s ,  re sea rch  sk ills , and sea rch  strateg ies. Students a lso  
have a sp ecia list to turn to that reads and knows ch ild ren 's literature, som eone that 
lo v e s reading and children and know s how to help tnem develop a love of reading that 
will change their lives and make them lifelong readers. T he  teaching library program 
provides c la ssroo m  tea chers with m uch needed support: opportunities to team teach 
cross-curricu la r projects, a sp ecia list to recommend books and watch for titles that work 
well with the curriculum, etc. The  teaching library program a lso  allow s teachers to 
concentrate on core su b je cts while the library teacher co v e rs many a sp ects of the 
curriculum that I s  tested on the state te st s . Th is ra ise s  the level of education provided In 
both the library and in the c la ssroo m .

Now I am one of many te a ch e rs that i s  wondering, “W hy do I tea ch?" W hy do I keep 
working 50-60+ ho u rs/ week for w a g e s that are s o  low that I have not been able to 
afford tne m asters degree that I desperately want? In our district we have lo st severa l 
tea chers In each of the la st 3  y ea rs. W e are all stretched so  thin that we can not keep 
o ur hea d s above water but we put In m ore and more extra ho u rs to provide the best 
education for our students desp ite  the fact that we now have m ore c la s se s  to prep for, 
few er a id es to, help, u s, and we are now forced to do the lunch duties and duties before 
and after sch o o l. W e are lucky to get 15-20  m inutes to eat lunch and the extra th ings 
that we have done to help stu d en ts (specia lized  study s e s s io n s  and teacher tutoring 
after sch o o l, competitive reading program s, etc.) are no longer p o ssib le . T h is  year we 
face additional cu ts of 6 tea chers.
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In th is day of technology and information a c c e s s ,  both of the sp e c ia list s that provide th is 
training (library and computers) have be m cut or forced Into teaching core  c la s se s . ]f_ 
there I s  truly to be “No Child Left Behind" every. schooLshoy ld .have a sp ecia list to.teefitL 
th ese  sk ills  so  there Is  a program In place the continually builds on the foundation of 
sk ills  that i s  e sta b lish ed  so  sk ills  are expanded upon each year and stud ents are given 
opportunity to reach great heights of s u c c e s s  in the se  c la s s e s  and in their core c la s se s .  
Not on ly will our stud ents be without th e se  Important c la s s e s ,  but we are struggling to 
find so m e  miracle that will make it p o ssib le  for the few remaining staff m em bers to 
provide adequate superv ision  during lu nch es, etc. W e ca n  no  lo n g e r 9trlve fo r 
e x c e lle n c e  - w e m u st  s t r iv e  to  su rv iv e  and se t t le  fo r  m e d io cre .

All of th is Is  happening while p a ssin g  the high stake te st s  are becoming required for 
graduation and the "No Child Left Behind" requirements are looming. How can you 
expect tea chers to prepare stud ents for th e se  te st s  and prepare to meet the new 
requirements In "No Child Left Behind" that doesn 't recognize much of our training and 
exp erien ce? How can you expect tea ch ers to do all of th e se  th ings while they are 
being “kicked in the teeth" on a constant b a s is ?  Teach ing I s  a calling. M ost good 
tea chers teach b e ca u se  it I s  who they are - they are dedicated to providing students 
with an excellent education. Teach ing I s  central In our being. Now many of jus are 
being forced to find som e other wav to make a living and let g o o fo u L c a l l t e  W e will 
be forced to watch our program s fall apart and se e  our sU id ents su ffer a s  a result.

W hen I w a s a ch ild  I w a s proud to be an A laskan and I knew that the education that I 
received w a s se co n d  to none. I w a s well prepared for co llege and exce lled  In co llege. 
A s  a c la s s  valedictorian, people told me that It w a s a w aste for me to go Into education. 
They  In sisted  that I should  be going Into m edicine or law. My heart w a s in education. I 
wanted to provide children with an excellent education.

I am no longer proud to be an Alaskan. I struggle against the urge to w ish  that I had 
never returned to d iscover what had happened to education here. I r.ni forced to look 
for whatever job I can find and feel like I am “stuck" here. I feel like I am lettljig the kids 
down but have no power to do otherw ise .

P lea se  throw out the crazy notion that education Is “fully funded" with the current formula. 
Create a formula that will allow for the p a ssa g e  of time that It w a s neglected a M  then 
find a way to make su re  that the formula a d ju sts for Inflation. Show  the students, 
parents and te a ch e rs In Alaska that you do care about education and that "lip se rv ice "
I s  no longer acceptable.

Sincerely,
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Hello, my nam e Is iaurte Sergren from  Petersburg. I am  th e  m other 
o f  2  am azing daughters ages 9  and 1 2 , 1 am  also th e  n ew est  
member o f  our school district's board.

I would like to  briefly outline to  you w h a t  th e  current level o f  funding 
for our schools means to  Petersburg.

W e are cutting 1 Ot! o f pur certified teachers, t h a t  leaves the  
remaining teachers stretched pretty  thin  trying to  cover all th e  
classes w e  are  required to  offer, n ot to  m ention th e  classes w e  
would like to  offer. W e have been mandated to  have 'highly  
qualified teach ers' in every classroom, however, th is becomes 
Increasingly difficult w ithout th e  funds to  keep th e  teachers w e  
have.

W e are cutting 1 5 U  or our non-certlffed s t a f f  or classroom  aides. 
W ith  th e  m andates In th e  NCL9 A ct som etim es and extra hot.' or 
tw o  o f aide tim e can mean th e difference betw een showing adequate 
yearly progress or not.

Although w e  are trying desperately to  m aintain high standards for  
our students, our ability to  provide meaningful classes is being 
eroded. Our high school day will drop from  7  class periods to  6  next 
year. Students will n o t have th e  variety  and breadth necessary for  
th e  sam e quality educational experience.

W e will no longer have full tim e librarians or counselors. I am  not 
sure how to  run a  school th a t  is supposed to  prepare students for  
responsible citizenship and a  continued life o f  learning w ith  out 
th ese  very Important people. Somehow, I guess w e  will have to  find  
a w a y .
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W e have nothing budgeted fo r  technology for next year. Now more 
th a n  ever our students need to  be fluent in th e  use o f technology if
th ey  w a n t  to  have a  chance o f making i t  out in th e world.

W e are not replacing textbooks th a t  are older th an  th e  children 
reading them . I guess w e  can rationalize th a t  th ey  are getting an  
historical perspective w hen  th ey  read about th e Soviet Union or  
advances In medicine th a t  are already outdated.

‘ .* :l

W e have cut th e  talented and gifted program, th e  bilingual program, 
th e  curriculum specialist, teaching supplies, general supplies and  
activities.

W e still don't have a  balanced budget.

Our operating expenses are skyrocketing. Next year even though w e  
have cut s ta f f  th e  cost to  m aintain th e existing s t a f f  has risen. 
Teachers salaries go up, and our m andatory contributions to  th e  
retirem ent system , w orkm ans comp, and health Insurance will cost 
us an  additional + 8 0 ,0 0 0  next year.

W e started  th e  y ea r  w ith  fuel costing M . 1 5 /g a l  w e  are currently 
paying M .5 2 /g a l. It doesn't m atter how m any students or tearhers  
are In th e  building w e  still have to  heat it. W e are estim ating  
approximately 5 0 U  increases to  our property and liability Insurance 
That money could have funded one more teacher.

Being th e  new  member o f th e  board, I learn new  things a t  every  
meeting, la s t  night during a  budget w ork  session I learned a  n ew  
term  'm aintenance o f  effort". W e cannot show  a  decrease in 
funding to  special education because w e  are required by law  to  sh ow
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a "maintenance o f  effort". This means w e  are mandated to  provide 
services a t  th e  sam e level or more than  la st year. I believe th a t  th e  
citizens o f Alaska have mandated a "maintenance o f  effort" w hen  
they elected everyone In Juneau th a t said they  support education. It 
Is tim e th a t  education in Alaska truly gets adequate attention  and  
money.

4
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April 16, 2003

My name is Suzanne Fuqua. I  am the parent o f two daughters, ages 9 and 12. 
I  am extremely concerned a t the proposed cuts to education. I  feel there 
are many shortcomings in what is not offered now, a t existing levels of 
funding, and can't imagine what else we will have to do without i f  fu rth e r 
cuts are made.

We should settle fo r no less than we are currently o ffering our students. I f  
the proposed cuts are made, we will not be able to maintain what we have. I  
think we need to INCREASE our budgets. Our K-12 schools have children 
lose out w ith the cutback o f TAG programs, NO music and a rt teachers, less 
and less aids, and outdated equipment and supplies. Community schools need 
to function well and serve the many people who wish or need to fu rth e r their 
education. The University system needs to o ffe r enough to keep students in 
the state and a ttra c t students from out of the state.

Our children are our future. We hear it said all the time, because it is true. 
A country and state as rich as ours needs to take care of its citizens. All 
our children should be able to go to school and receive a rich education, not a 
barely adequate education, but a rich, and full, and developed education.
More o f our tox dollars should go to making sure th is happens across our 
nation. In  Alaska, maybe we need some tax dollars. I  would be happy to pay 
taxes if  I  knew the money would go to helping the children and people who 
need the assistance and services.

I  say no more cuts to education. Show us you are FOR our children, our 
education, our future.

Sincerely,

Suzanne Fuqua 
Box 633
Petersburg, AK 99833
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M E SSA G E : fo r  State Operating Budget written te stim ony. Thank you
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Testim ony April 16 , 2003
Senate Finance Committee 
State Operating Budget

Good evening to you. My name ia Jerry Kainulainen. I am an Independent Living 

Specialist for Southeast Alaaky Independent Living and a member of the Governor’s Committee 

on Employment and Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities, Thank you for this opportunity to 

speak with you about the valu of independent living centers In Alaska. Independent Living 

centers assist persons with itsabllltiea to live active productive lives in their communities. This 

statement is the major message in the mission statements of independent living centers across 

the nation, and is the basis of the Independent Living philosophy. Assistance to persons with 

disabilities is accomplished by providing information, advocacy, independent living skills 

training, peer support and sen/ices that allow persons with disabilities to live outside of 

institutions and move toward independence and employment. It is a very cost effective program 

when you look at the amount of money that is saved by persons with disabilities living in the 

community versus their living In a nursing home. Four Independent Living Centers across the 

state la6t year served 1805 persons with significant disabilities. 43 of those persons were living 

In nursing homes and wanted to get out of them. These persons were helped to make the 

transition from nursing homes to their own homes in their own communities. Depending on the 

city, nursing home care costs can range up to $130,000 per person per year. Community 

based services are about one third of that

It Is estimated that if the $619,000 state funds are not reinstated, two Independent living 

centers in the state would have to close and the other two centers would have to drastically 

reduce services, The Impact would be that 17 fewer Alaskans would be moved out of nursing 

homes at an estimated cost to the state of $1.5 million dollars, and that 49 more AJaskans would 

have to go Into nursing home situations at a coat of $4.4 million dollars.
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Independent Living centers are cost effective programs. The figures speak for themselves: 

$619,000 or $5.9 million. I urge you to fully reinstate the $619,000 to the Independent Living

program.

Thank you.

Jerry Kainulainen, Independent Living Specialist 
Southeast Alaska Independent Living

Governor’s Committee on Employment and Rehabilitation of Persons with Disabilities
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Testimony before the Senate Finance Committee (2 minute limit)
April 15,2003
Stephen Cithers, Superintendent 
Valdez City School District 
SB35 The Governor's Budget

My name is Steve Cothers. 1 am the Superintendent of Valdez City Schools. Thank-you for 
taking my testimony. As an educator, I hope to make a few general comments regarding the 
impact of budget cuts to education.

First of all, I appreciate the Governor’s effort to contain state spending. If there is waste, it 
should be eliminated.

Education is not in the category of waste. My 22 ’/ears in Alaska education which includes 
extreme rural, large district, and mid-size municipality districts allow me to say with certainty 
that c d i’_ u t io n  in Alaska has been trimmed to the bone. A recent poll of supcrintaidents from 
around the state revealed Thai virtually every district is cutting staff and core academic programs. 
Valdez, often thought of as a well-off district, has been cutting staff for two years and will 
probably cut four more positions this year.

The governor has provided strong leadership in promoting No Child Left Bcliind for Alaska.
That lofty and correct goal for our children must be adequately funded. My request is that all 
cuts to education be restored, and that the base allocation be increased to allow for us to leave no 
children behind. The base allocation in the formula should probably be at $4500 to provide 
adequacy that will make Alaska an educational role model among states.

SB35 includes cuts to education in various forms including Learning Opportunity Grants, Pupil 
Transportation, DEED, and School Debt Reimbursement. Make no mistake, every dollar cut 
from schools reduces classroom services to children. A cut l, pupil transportation in Valdez 
where wc have just begun a five year bus contract, will result in years of larger classes, less 
electives, less individualized instruction and remediation, fewer and poorer instructional 
materials, and less training for staff.

Most of us voted for this administration hoping for increased economic growth in the state. 
Economic growth industries in Alaska require skill sets developed in K-12 education. A work 
force of tradesmen with strong basic skills and good work habits will be the backbone of Alaska 
resource development. The alternative will be tho current trend in the oil industry of importing 
commuter employees from the lower 48, who export our profits.

K-12 education is, by any measure, n sound investment Children who arc educated and 
productive citizens are key to our globally preeminent society. Cutting education in an 
inflationary economy means someone is paying the price. For several yean, the staff of our 
schools has paid the price and are now increasingly difficult to recruit. Now I am afraid we have 
come to the point where it is the children paying the price. They will pay for our lack of 
adequate commitment to thejr future.

Plci»o keep the campaign promises of education, being a top priority for Alaska.
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Alaska C on fe rence  o f  M ayors
217 Second Street, Suite 200 ■ Juneau, Alaska 99801 -  Tel (907)586-1325, Fax (907)-463-5480

To: Senate Finance Committee

From: Alaska Municipal League 

Date: April 16, 2003

Re: Written background testimony on the state budget -  Survey of local economic crises and
consideration of the economic impact of state budget cuts.

Right now. many communities are at a critical economic crossroads. A great many communities are 
facing severe local economic hardships due to depressed resource economies and local impacts 
from national economic fluctuations. (See attached survey of community economic conditions.)

When local economies are stressed, jobs are lost and people leave. (For example, according to 
survey data, Wrangell has lost 22% o f its population since 1994, and Kodiak has recently lost 400 
local jobs and five processors. Even Wasilla, which is the fastest growing area of the state, reports 
flattening sales tax revenue which “will not allow the City o f Wasilla to meet the demands placed 
on it by the population growth.”) A smaller number o f  taxpayers are left to deal with fixed costs 
such as school bonds, utilities, and basic infrastructure maintenance.

State reductions to programs like revenue sharing, school bond debt reimbursement, school 
operations funding, etc. have a further dampening impact on local economic recovery as 
communities struggle to keep local taxes affordable while maintaining services critical to residents 
and businesses.

The Alaska Municipal League and the Alaska Conference o f  Mayors share your goal o f a balanced 
budget for Alaska. In fact, this has been AML and the Mayor’s top legislative priority for the past 
five years. However, municipal leaders and state officials must work together to ensure that state 
actions do not hinder local economic recovery.

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties
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2 0 0 3  M u n i c i p a l  F i s c a l  C o n d i t i o n s  S u r v e y

The double hit of State cuts to municipal revenue sharing and new unfunded state
mandates, on top of severe local economic downturns 

would devastate many local economies and communities

Summary of Current Fiscal Conditions already facing municipalities:
• Moderate to severe local job and population loss that reduce local revenue 

generating capacity;
• Fewer people to pay fixed operating costs of schools, utilities, bonds, etc.
• Steeply increasing operating costs for oil and other commodities/services;
• Severe increases in general liability and property and health insurance, and 

State provided retirement plans;
• Loss of investment earnings, and
• State and federal unfunded mandates.



AML and A laska Conference of M ayors
2003 Fiscal Conditions Survey

The survey was faxed 2/25/03 and responses have been received from 59 cities and boroughs. The responses indicate that most cities and
boroughs are currently experiencing a deepening economic crises and a growing need for stable state assistance to rebuild a
sustainable economy. Clearly, deep state cuts to municipal programs and increased state unfunded mandates will accelerate the
economic decline and hinder the recovery of many communities.

Municipality Economv Municipal Budget
1. Haines Borough drastic tourism, fishing, timber loss families leaving, lost 30% o f students, costs up
2. Denali Borough tourism down, Usibelli Mine large layoffs loss in accommodation tax
3. Lake & Pen. Bor raw fish tax loss escalating, population loss state revenue sharing cuts, staff cuts, some schools closed
4. Ketchikan Bor. Loss o f Ward Ccive Packing, Ketchikan Pulp, EC PbTlips, Gateway Forest Products, SE Constniction
5. Kodiak Isl Bor over 400 jobs lost due to fishing dow nturn, lost 5 local processors. Borough & Schools down $2.2 million next FY
6. Juneau Bor revenue growth less than inflation projecting significant shortfall this year, serious if  revenue sharing cut
7. Sitka Bor “economy is flat1'’ population down school shortfall due to loss o f  students
8. Mat-Su Borough economy ok $1.3 million school budget shortfall and cuts to revenue sharing
9. NW  Arctic Bor zinc prices down + loss o f local jobs Gov budget cuts Borough $lm illion more/villages lose $73,000
10. Saxman loss o f community hall hurt revenues “cut expenses to barebones & cut 2 positions... Please No more cuts”
11. Kenai fishing downturn, loss o f Kmart/other jobs Kmart closure $800K tax loss, tapping reserves too much
12. Seward closure coal facility; less tourism, decline shortfall due to insurance, fuel, declining economy, state cuts
13. Homer loss o f students ir„ school distirct 55 teachers cut, loss o f  school programs
14. Kodiak fishing downturn, over regulation fishing tax is 60% o f revenue, serious decline
15. Wasilla loss o f sales and sides tax can’t meet infrastructure needs o f tremendous population growth
16. Selawik “community has hit rock bottom” “may have to go without police protection/other essential services.”
17. Wrangell so far, job loss 30%, population loss 22% 14% deficit in General Fund, already have highest sales tax in state.
18. Quinhagak low fish prices cuts in police, water, sewer
19. Cordova fishing downturn state revenue sharing cuts, low fish revenue, low earnings
20. Skagway population loss school funding loss due to declining enrollment
21. False Pass fishing downturn &. lost processor Shortfall over $60,000 this year.
22. Teller construction projects city “services at all time low”
23. Shageluk economy ok school shortfall [
24. Nunapitchuk fishing downturn, lack o f jobs school dist. $4 million shortfall; minimum wage requires pay increases

j 25. Kotzebue economy ok community jail loss o f  $328K, revenue sharing cuts
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26. Port Lions fishing & timber job loss, population loss historic revenue sharing cuts, loss of “fire-police-clinics & roads”
27. Toksook Bay fish disaster, so depend on revenue sharing eliminate some employees and city services
28. Nuiqsut downturn lost 20 municipal jobs m last 3 years
29. Petersburg local economic downturn lower tax revenues
30. Alakanuk fishing loss; unemployment at crises high” “lower tax revenue, unpaid bills to city”
31.Savoonga economy ok
32. New Stuyahok Bristol Bay fishery decline budget shortfall
33. Houston revenue sharing loss “serious impact” budget shortfall if  revenue sharing decreased
34. North Pole need diversification insurance and operating costs exceed revenue

j 35. Kasaan Ward Cove and timber bankruptcy population loss, loss o f school
36. Kake loss o f timber and fishing jobs federal funding loss, >oss o f  students
37. Koyukuk “state funding is a vital resource” city staff paid by revenue sharing
38. Kaktovik declining oil production loss o f school and municipal funding and jobs
39. Deering economy ok
40. Ouzinkie fishing downturn city and school cutbacks
41. Pilot Point fishing downturn lost fish tax revenue needed to fund budget
42. St. Mary’s dependent gi ants to complete budget state reduces funding and services
43. Aleknagik fishing downturn, 36 permit holders in city “people unable to pay bills with the city”
44. Hoonah fishing and timber downturn loss o f  tax revenue, population -  “maintenance and safety issues”
45. Angoon fishing downturn more state/federal unfunded mandates
46. Larson Bay cannery closed, state asst, diminishing budget shortfall due to lower fish tax, less PCE, higher fuel costs
47. Emmonak fishery disaster “no one seems to listen” cut employees, unpaid utility bills up, can’t cut revenue; sharing
48. Brevig Mission “caribou ran off local reindeer herds” shortfall because we are “shouldering more responsibility”
49. Delta Junction economy ok no shortfall
50. Ruby losing population, costs up revenue sharing critical, may “lose school and ...population"
51. Cold Bay fishing downturn and higher oil prices loss o f fish taxes and state grants, need $100K to replace water well
52. Atquasuk “cuts jeopardize ...service and leadership” school district budget cuts
53. Coffman Cove timber downturn, high energy costs 50% o f spending this year was reserves
54. Fort Yukon economic downturn teacher cuts, “rural communities cannot survive (big state) cuts”
55. Nome “flat or nominal growth” school district chronically underfunded
56. Unalakleet oil costs “devastating impact,” insurance up 66% this year, lower sales tax revenues
57. Huslia costs o f services keep going up state cuts so “we the people suffer the consequences.”
58. Port Alexander “families here balance, no matter how precariously” city operates on volunteerism, school shortfall.
59. Bethel “at a cross-road that could go eiiher way” current shortfall S467K, could go to S700K next year w/no state cuts.



Spiraling Local Economic Decline
in M any Communities Caused by Job  Loss, Skyrocketing 
O pera ting  Costs, and Accelerating Decline in S tate Shared 

Revenues w ith Communities and Local Taxpayers

Population Loss
fewer people to pay 
back bonds, fixed



flow  Spiraling Local Economies Hinder Economic Recovery

5 j > s u lt s
Steadily Rising Local
Taxes that hinder economic 

recovery by d iscouraging business

More Costly Utilities, 
Low Quality Schools 

&  public services
encourage more people to leave 
and discourage new business.

Weak Private Sector 
can’t support 

economic recovery
Weaker banking, construction, and 

other business services.
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To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk 

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  PIcaae return ASAP
Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for 
cuts now  in tho Governor’s budget. Cats could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in tho state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would tike to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent l//n c€ . {{gviSfAn____________ Title Plon /u j.o 'f

Name of Municipality Ha lv e s  3 c rr& ty /\________

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? N o _ Y e s j/ lf  yes, please discus? 
tho cause and extent. -ho'jf t\ to (o~c&-

e f  u fi&t, sh ip  Uc’n 'h  tk>J y e a r . Rl *Lu* * A  / l i h z ^ i 'e s  re*Se*UCC. D ty J id v r *

//? -h) iV//A

cure, ro (ar^A jr OAj<u(q(o (^  a n d A m x / &s 
A*xo« ^  'ftuu Ca^frx^rv*

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Yesj/lfyes, please discuss the cause and extent. j  <%s
/ is  d d a v z  , 3 0 y p  CeJ^cXt<r*\ t'n s fu d & n /s  o ^ / f /a s  /yv#

y e ^ ' J  yyJiik I'r fo v d  s n s c J u n / t . Zcdes

bJ^Ltss+s < r̂e up fi'nS<jm«uA.. 4>d?\).

A(S0 <l*ti**+£jbC C l n -fz'c i\ T<»-< .

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of tbe National League of Cities and tbe National Association of Counties

http://www.aKml.Ofg


FEB. 25. 2003 12:24PM ALASKA MUNI LEAGUE 
- T O : D E N A L I  EOR

FEB-27-03 THU 02:06 PH DENALI BOROUGH
NO. 4645 P. 1/1 

FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

FAX NO. 1 907 683 1340 P. 01

A L A S K A
M U N lC l l H A l
■  league 217 Second Street, Suite 200 ♦ JuneauLAlaska 99801

Tel (907)585-1325 * Fax (907) 463-5400 • www.akml.org

To: M ayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kovin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Rc: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP
Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the tabic" for 
cuts now in the Ciovcmor’9 budget. Cuts could rise to the level or elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities, 'lhereforc, AML would like to present the Governor with infonnation on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent d P # \ / e  (<?</<? y

Name of Municipality ^ M O t/t  '& Y 'd U . c r J l  •

Title a  y d '¥
1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Y e s ^ f I f  yes, please discuss

the cause arid extent. h  's>// ' /m -J-gtJv', s a t /A U v>( hep r S  -

/ t j Q rs d . e i n h  k n / r  r  j  ( J s ih e lli d c « t  f t / u i  e  ,'■ t ,  r m  y  > r t n / r  y  j  r ' < (  r  l . .  o o  i  r - f f v i  t ?  j  u .

6 n i . f- '( \- fy c i "  a v i d  ^ & J  *  /<> iy  e

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No_,,_Ycs/^n yes,please discuss the cause and extent. ______________

h i < / L j a  ‘/ .a k ju & m . / ' i f f e r l - i  n o r -

ic M m

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of the National League ot Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.org


02/27/03 10 :35 FAX 9072106802 L a k e & P e n i n s u l a  B o r o u g h

FEB. 25. 2003 12:38PM ALASKA MUNI LEAGUE .TO : L A K E & PENINSULA BOR
0001/001NO. 4645 P. 1/1 FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

A L A S K A  
M U N I C I P A L  
■  LEAGUE

.l/./v /u i (  i'//A. 11 \  :'t A/rVw*;.'

217 Second Street, Suite 200 » Juneau. Alaika 99801
Tel (907) 586-1325 ■ Fax (907) 463-5460 • www.akml.org

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24.2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP
Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on th* table” for 
cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cats could rise to the level of elimination th a t would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with infonnation on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to till out this survey

Name of Respondent Lsko ond Peninsula Borough

Name of Municipality
P.O. Box 195  

King Salmon. Alaska $9613 T ty *

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes i /  If yes, please discuss 
the cause and extent.  ______________________________________________

________ ^ ^ c .L iA iS  r v  g<iA; f j s t * tkm  / f e y
S m  7~s ~ -fzZc'& x

_______  b > s s  OF y  /. 5~ Jix   ^

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? N o__Y esj/lf yes, please discuss the cause and e x te n t_______________

___________________________ 5 -T ^T ^r FZajA c#

______________________________ 'T & n,. 7> ujkJ I C u-rS ■>

________________ £>ckg>h c /o c # 0  due?  / »  S r t/J r ^ T  ____________

P l e a s e  F A X  T O  A M L  a t  9 0 7 - 4 6 3 - 5 4 8 0  A S A P

T h a n k  Y o u !

Member o f the National League ot Cities and me National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.org


FEB-25-2003 TUE 02:23 PH KGB 19072476625 P. U1hbB. 2b. 2003 12:30PM ALASKA MUNI LEAGUE NO. 4645 P. 1/1-TO: KETCHIKAN GATEWAY FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE
▲n. M W

I l f  H M J 217 Second Street, Suite 200 • Juneau?Alaska 99801,
Tel (907) 586-1326 • Fax (907) 463-5460 • www.akml.org

M M - ? 1"
To : Mayor and Council/Assembly ^ •

&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk .  f
Frv 'o: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director l/Un*-»
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP
Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for 
cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cuts coold rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community In the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.
Name ofReanondent / J / u j  € .   Title D t v t e J w

Name o f Municipality 3 thf<ytc*[ k

1. Is your community facing an economic dpwntura7 NoX If yes, please discuss 
the cause and extent. 7

- fo  /yjtA-fZ- , ^ u h y \

2 . Is your mumcipsbcoyenunent or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No£Y^g/_ If yes, please discuss the cauae and extent. Z fi - v - /^ < L

/ S  M /u td S -z  ?4> J u u d L  fy u d irc tM  a l t

W l s C j f r  J)0££//U  Isa j ^/i_j m e-yy tlC ^ - J K  ^

t  J Z /x j j& d z ____________ ____________________

Please I i TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member ot the National League ot Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.org


Betty Svensson

From: Pat Carlson [pcarlson@kib.co.kodiak.ak.us]
Sent: Tuesday, February 25, 2003 1:36 PM
To: betty@akml.org
Subject: RE: Rev sharing alert

H i  B e t t y  a n d  K e v i n ,  t h i s  . i s  q u i c k  a n d  d i r t y  s o  l e t  me k n o w  i f  y o u  n e e d  m o r e .  T h a n k s  P a t  
C a r l s o n

T o :  M a y o r  a n d  C o u n c i l / A s s e m b l y
& M a n a g e r / F i n a n c e  D i r e c t o r / C l e r k  
F r o m :  K e v i n  R i t c h i e ,  E x e c u t i v e  D i r e c t o r
D a t e :  F e b r u a r y  2 4 ,  2 0 0 3

R e :  2 0 0 3  M u n i c i p a l  F i s c a l  C o n d i t i o n s  S u r v e y  -  P l e a s e  r e t u r n  ASAP

M u n i c i p a l  r e v e n u e  s h a r i n g  a n d  o t h e r  p r o g r a m s  t o  s u p p o r t  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s  a r e  " o n  t h e  t a b l e "  
f o r  c u t s  n o w  i n  t h e  G o v e r n o r ' s  b u d g e t .  C u t s  c o u l d  r i s e  t o  t h e  l e v e l  o f  e l i m i n a t i o n  t n a t  
w o u l d  h a v e  s e r i o u s  f i n a n c i a l  i m p a c t s  o n  e v e r y  c o m m u n i t y  i n  t h e  s t a t e .  S u c h  c u t s  c o u l d  b e  
e s p e c i a l l y  d e v a s t a t i n g  t o  l o c a l  g o v e r n m e n t s  a n d  e c o n o m i e s  o n  t o p  o f  t h e  f i s c a l  c r i s e s  
a l r e a d y  f a c i n g  m a n y  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h e r e f o r e ,  AML w o u l d  l i k e  t o  p r e s e n t  t h e  G o v e r n o r  w i t h  
i n f o r m a t i o n  o n  t h e  f i s c a l  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  m u n i c i p a l i t i e s .  P l e a s e  t a k e  a  f e w  m i n u t e s  t o  f i l l  
o u t  t h i s  s u r v e y .

Name o f  R e s p o n d e n t  P a t  C a r l s o n ______________________________ T i t l e ______M a n a g e r _______

Name o f  M u n i c i p a l i t y   K o d i a k  I s l a n d  B o r o u g h

1 .  I s  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y  f a c i n g  a n  e c o n o m i c  d o w n t u r n ?  No Y e s _ X  I f  y e s ,  p l e a s e  d i s c u s s
t h e  c a u s e  a n d  e x t e n t .  __________________________________________________________________________

T h e  a r e a  h a s  l o s t  o v e r  4 0 0  j o b s  d u e  t o  f i s h e r y  d e c l i n e s ,  s c h o o l  e n r o l l m e n t  i s  d o w n

a n d  5 o f  o u r  l o c a l  p r o c e s s o r s  h a v e  g o n e  o u t  o f  b u s i n e s s  j u s t  i n  t h e  l a s t  t w o  y e a r s .

F o r  e x a m p l e  o n l y  60% o f  t h e  s a l m o n  f l e e t  f i s h e d  t h i s  y e a r ,  t h e y

c a u g h t  m o r e  f i s h  t h a n  t h e  p r i o r  y e a r  a n d  y e t  t h e y  w e r e  p a i d  6 6 % l e s s .

2 .  I s  y o u r  m u n i c i p a l  g o v e r n m e n t  o r  s c h o o l  d i s t r i c t  a n t i c i p a t i n g  a  b u d g e t  s h o r t f a l l  t h i s  
c o m i n g  y e a r ?  No Y e s  X I f  y e s ,  p l e a s e  d i s c u s s  t h e  c a u s e  a n d  e x t e n t .  _____________________

N e x t  y e a r s  b o r o u g h  b u d g e t  i s  s h o r t  b y  . 6  m i l l i o n  a t  t h i s  t i m e  a n d  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  KIBSD 
b u d g e t  i s

d o w n  i n  e x c e s s  o f  1 . 6  m i l l i o n .

P l e a s e  FAX TO AML a t  9 0 7 - 4 6 3 - 5 4 8 0  ASAP 
T h a n k  Y o u !

1

mailto:pcarlson@kib.co.kodiak.ak.us
mailto:betty@akml.org


02-28-03 03:45pm From-CBJ MANAGERS OFFICE B075865385 T-650 P .01/02 F-78Z

J A  C ITY /BOROUGH  OF JUNEAU
ALASKA'S CAPITAL CITY 

To- M ayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk 

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP

M unicipal revenue sharing and other programs to support m unicipalities are “on the table” for 
cuts now  in the G overnor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts cou ld  be esp ec ia lly  
devastating to local governm ents and econom ies on top o f  the fiscal cr ises already facing m any  
com m unities. Therefore, A M L would like to present the Governor with information on die  
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few  m inutes to fill out th is survey.

Name o f Rcspun nl: John MacKinnon Title: Interim City Manager

Name o f Municipality: City and Borough o f Juneau

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? N o  Yes X If yes, please
discuss the cause and extent.

For the past 6 years our community has been on the edge o f an economic down turn. 
Between 1997 and 1998 there has been a signilicant decline in ihe per capita income in 
our communily. Between calendar 1993 and 1997 (4 years) our gross business activity 
expanded at nearly 8% per annum. Between calendar 1997 and 2001 (4 years) our gross 
business sales growth has averaged just over 1% per annum. This dramatic growth 
decline, to less than the inflation rate, has placed a significant economic burden on our 
community. The City and Borough o f Juneau, working with the Juneau Economic 
Development Council and other local business groups, has worked diligently to try and 
find ways to stimulate economic development. While we hgve seen significant growth in 
some sectors such as tourism, the economic value added by this seasonal industry has not 
offset the economic losses in other year round areas.

It is extremely important for the continued well being our community that we not 
experience any additional negative economic impacts. Material reductions in year round 
jobs could spell the difference between economic stability and an economic recession.

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Yes X If yes, please discuss the cause and extent.

155 So. Seward Street, Juneau, Alaska 99801 -1397 J



*

02-28-03 03:45pm From-CBJ MANAGERS OFFICE, 9075865385 T-650 P.J2/02 F-782

This year w e are projecting a fairly significant budgetary shortfall. This is due to no 
material grow th in our property assessm ents and sales tax revenues com bined w ith  the 
increased cost o f  providing services. F lat economic growth com bined w ith increases in  
delivering pub lic  service, have resulted in continuous pressure to re luce spending levels. 
This has m ade it difficult to maintain acceptable levels o f  critical public service. Each 
year the A ssem bly has been forced to m ake trade-off decisions betw een basic public 
service (Streets, Parks and Rec., Libraries, etc), public safety (Police and Fire) and/or 
educational.

This year the  School D istrict and Pol ice Departm ent are requesting significant increases 
in funding. W hile our departments have implemented operational efficiencies, they stiJI 
need som e funding increases ju s t to m aintain service levels. For exam ple, the cost o f  
heating fuel has risen m ore than 20%  in  ju s t the past tw o months. U nless the A ssem bly 
chooses to increase the m ill levy (noting we are within 1.6 m ills o f  a 12-m ill levy cap) it 
is likely w e w ill need to reduce service levels. This reduction assum es that the State 
m aintains the FY 04 State Shared Revenue and Safe Com m unities Program  at the FY03 
funding levels and no cost o f living increases are granted for our em ployees.

I f  the SSR and  Safe Comm unities program s are eliminated w e will be looking at very 
serious budgetary shortfall. M aterial reductions in state support w ill likely  result in both 
service level declines and property tax increases. Service reductions significant enough 
to absorb the loss in State revenues would no doubt be considered unacceptable. To fully 
absorb a SSR  and Safe Comm unities reduction it is likely w e w ould need to take 
significant reductions in funding for both public safely and education.

Please FAX  TO AM L at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank Y ou !
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FEB. 25. 2003 12:42PM ALASKA MUNI LEAGUE 

■TO : M A T - S  U B O R
NO. 4645 P. 1/1 

FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE
al/\s‘K a MllNICJPAI ■ IF AGUE 2 1 7 Scoond Street. Suite 200 ■ Juneau. Alaska 99801

Tel (007) 586-1325 • Fix (907) 463-6480 • www.afanl.org

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Dlrector/Clerlc

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003
Rc: 2003 Mnnicinal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP
Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table* for 
cuts now in the Governor's budget Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that woald have 
serious financial impacts on every eommnalty In tha state. Such cuts could be especially 
devsstating to local governments and economies on top of tha fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with InformatJB on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Plesse take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

R E C E I V E D

FEB 2 5 2003

MATANUSKA SUilTNA BOROUGH ADMINISTRATION/PERSONNEL

Name of Respondent J a
Name o f Municipality /Yia-LaKt~i k j, - 5 1  f
1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No X Yes If y « , please discuss

the cause and exten t._______________________________________ __________________

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Yes If yes. please discuss the cause and ext wt, _______________

A-

/ZV" ___________________________

^  u r g e s ' ^  A t

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

v

Member of tha Natiooal League of Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.afanl.org


™R. ‘. 3-.2003J 3 !, W "  tfJX-S. ^ U(lH,n0̂ u SITKfl 
iTO : S I T K A  BOR

N0.718r P . l i / i  
mu. tu*t3 r. I / I

FROM;AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

▲
ALASKA 
M UNI 1 .1H AI 

■  LEAGUE

i i •/ \ 1.1\ i 'i *

217 Second Street, Suite 200 • Juneau, Alaska 99601 
Tsl (907) 586*1325 • Fax (907) *63*5480 • www.akml.org

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk 

From; Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP
Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table”  for ■ 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serions financial impacts on every community In the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of tha fiscal crises already faeing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey

Name o f Respondent .T T rtc^  Title

Name o f Municipality A ___________________

1. Is your community feeing an economic downturn? No Yes If  yes, please discuss
the cause and extent. f i t S T  P f ^ r c ^ f  Q u T  q u a  *7

£%, T *"r *~  J  TrC-A-1_____ &  c  uu t**  c r

r / PrW i^  j  C* _____________

2 . Js your municipal government or school district anticipating a budgeLshortfall this 
coming year? No YesjXffyes. please discuss the cause and extent, p o  V x . tJ c L Z -

jlrfST-

Please FAX  TO AM L at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member or the National League of Cities and the National Association o f Counties

http://www.akml.org


FEB. 25. 2003 12:52M ALASKA MUN[ LhAGUt 
. T O :  N O R T H W E S T  A R C T I C  B O R

SENT EW: HP LASERJET 3 1 5 0 ; 9 0 7 4 4 2 3 7 4 0 ; MAR-22-02 5:30PM;
T U T / PAGE 1/1• • I# •

FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

2t7 Second Street. 3ult« 200 » Juneau. Alaska 99801,
Tel (907) 506-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.org

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk 

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24 ,2003
Re: 2003 Mnnicipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return A $a P
Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table" for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination tha t would have 
serious financial Impacta on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating lo local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with Information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name o f Respondent 

Name o f Municipality

Tide.

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes * ^ If y e s , please discuss
the cause and extent. ___

<r

-'Jd  ^ —' / -------------------------------------------------------- —

2. Js your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? N o Yes If yes, please discuss the cause and extent. /r f/iy A ~ s  J

a + J L  * 7 JL

P l e a s e  F A X  T O  A M L  a t  9 0 7 - 4 6 3 - 5 4 8 0  A S A P

T h a n k  Y o u !

Member o f the National League of Citiea and the National Association o f Counties

http://www.akml.org


FROM : FAX NO. : ^ r .  0 4  2 0 0 3  0 3 : 53PM P l_
in 'imi. ..i>UVL • J, C y • t J *

T O  : S  AXMAN— . : iOV>\ ML-' iC!?4_ LEASl'E
ALASKA 
M U N iC lH A l  

H  LE AGUE1 217 Second Street. Suite 200 » Juneau. Alaska 93&Q1 
Tel (907) 585-1325 * Fix (907) 463-5*d0 • www.aKml.org

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Dimtor/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASa P
Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to  support municipalities are “on the table1' for 
cuts new in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that -would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on tap or the fucal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to preser.: the Governor with Information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few  m inutes to  f i l l  out this survey.

Name of Respondent i t ________ _Title / iu tu  .

Name of Municipality f a  h i Sou /,

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Y e s j/I f  yes, please discuss
tho cause and extent. k $ S  ^  fa -M /» / 4 * J j

-_JL S e i j P . r  t - _ A S n f a c f  m  D U  A . 4

^ J r r r . r e d & w  U P , . ' i h t ,  p r ^ r J  0)< 2zl. / 1 ^  A —

p A d J  ;h/nn g J ^ j ^ i d o  %  ^

A jU ^ iu a jl o L  W L tC tc k u 'iy  ^ £ u > p ;< A
2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall fjjU A 4 s ic&1̂ ',
coming year? No Ycsj^^tfyes, please discuss the cause and extent.______________

5  o J x r u ^ ., h ) t .  ^ . c u ju u  £> C ^ A

■ J U t p f y y u j j  tb  b(U u_ b s $ L £ ^

 P m A . _____________________

P lease  FAX T O  A M L a t 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Memoer of tne National League of CitJe3 and tne National Association of Counties

£  'A la y tA .

http://www.aKml.org


MAR.  4 . 2 0 0 3 3  9 : 2 1 A M  C I T Y  OF K E N A l l t A G U h
- T O :  K E N A I ,

A A L A ' . r  A 
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■  I y A.MIf:

ISO. 4 3 7 4 5  P .  1 / 1 / 1
FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

217 Second Street, Suite 200 » Juneau. Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 586-1325 • FIX (907) 463-5480 • www.lKmI.org

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk 

firom; Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: I  ebniary 24,2003
Re: 2 0 0 i Municipal Fiscal Condition! Survey -  Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are a~a the table” for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget Cute could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with infonnation on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to Ull out this survey.
Name ofRcspondcnt S e & r te r O S .

Name o f  Municipality C ' f y  & P

Title

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes K  I f  yes, please discuss 
the cause and extent & u  f ' r .  *  - l y

C S#/?! <&a=* P/- a  s'
r iA M jb u r jC e e M P a i /S ’ y  / P ?o <?

/T r 'sC /A ^ 9  M e r t / f  /ja J c  e r T e  r ^ A jr - r ^ c < ______ -_______

2 . Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No__Yesjc If yes, pleate discuss the cause and extent.

;Bu.p9€-&~* g_S e S  ^*i/CS-eo>srs<jp- f & / c e  szfd fr

p u i 7^ /g o /T z f  Oa.s*. t J— —  .   ——  ---------

/V gVc/y.Vog — Z ju re j'e s r  2 a&  c i Yo J-ros-S. £>&-J
' f s t x  ( 4  C A a s C i f  J u t .  r e  X / t f c r r - ,

Please FAX  TO AM L at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

M ember or tna Nations League of Cities and the National Association o f Counties

http://www.lKmI.org
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2 17  Second Street. Suite 200 » Juneau. Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 586-1325 • Fas (907) 463-5460 - www.akml.org

To; Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/finance Director/Clerk 

From; Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24 ,2003
Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -P lease  return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on th* table’ 1 for 
cuts mow in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community In tha state. Such cuts could be especially 
devaluating to local governments and economics on tap of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with infonnation on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take & few minutes to fill out this survey.

Namis o f Respondent -

Name o f Municipality   s" '

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes_X. I f  yes, please discuss
tho cause and cxteni.e&*~/»ut^ t~ —

J c rsz  ~î > ‘c/& S r J

g f f r L o  J  S t  J /L  ____

2 . Is j'our municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Y eaX lfves . please discuss the cause and extent O^rfNg-V_________

r e s -  X L —

^  AS-

- A b u .  S e ^ - ^ e U M j  •____________________________________________

Please FAX TO AM L  at 907-463-5480 ASa P
Thank You!

Member o f the National League of Cities and the National Association o f Counties

http://www.akml.org
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FROM.-AK M U N IC IP A L  LEAGUE

217 Second Street, Suite 200 • Juneau. Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 585-1325 - Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.OfO

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Birector/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie,] Executive Director 
Dale: February 24 ,2003

Re: 2003 Mnnicipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP

RECEIVED
FEB 2 5 2003

OFFICE O F  TH E  
CITY C LERK

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table" for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budgac Cu ta could rise to the level o f elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Thereforcl AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities, Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.
Name o f Respondent iN & g ft

Name o f Municipality CLTY o f sgwARO

Title flirruvifi. g-jry m aai KGEfl-

.1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes X I f  yes, please discuss 
the cause and extent. _________________________________________________________

 -----  a v u  a ± tiu ite ^ L > _________________________ _

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Y esK  I f  yes, please discuss the cause and extent.

^fd JS vS u  M C cdbbctJyjeJ^

Please FAX  TO AM L at 907̂ 463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member o f the National League o f Cities and the National Association o f Countiea

http://www.akml.OfO


Mar-0B-D3 02:40pm From-Clty of Smrd 224-4038 T-971 P.002/002 F-598

City of Seward - Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey 
Page Two

Is vour community facing an economic downturn?
Seward has seen a decline in the economy over the past two years, especially during the winter 
months. A number of local businesses are closing during the winter season, which has had an 
adverse impact on local jobs and has resulted in reduced taxable sales and reduced sales lax 
revenues. The threatened closure of the coal export facility will have an impact on year-round 
jobs and a negative impact on the export of Alaska’s natural resources. Rising fuel costs and the 
poor condition of portions of the Seward Highway are causing some cruise ships to consider 
moving their operations outside of Seward, which will have a serious impact on the summer 
economy of Seward, in tenns of jobs, taxable sales, and spinoff business.

Is vour municipal government anticipating a budget shortfall this coming year? If Yes, please 
discuss the cause and extent

The City of Seward has requested an increase in the local sales tax rate from 3% to 4% to address 
this year’s budget shortfall of approximately $1.5 million. The sales tax will generate 
approximately half of the $1.5 million shortfall, with the remaining shortfall addressed through 
cost cutting measures. The 1% sales tax increase is being challenged by a referendum vote to be 
held on April 8. The budget shortfall is the result of a combination of substantial cuts to State 
funding, fixed cost increases which the City cannot avoid (such as fuel and insurance), and the 
overall condition of the economy which has resulted in a considerable decline in annual 
investment income, as well as a leveling off of revenue growth.

Since 1991, State reductions in revenue sharing and safe communities funding amou.t to a loss 
of 0.51% of a local sales tax, or 1.77 mills of property tax. Annual increases in insurance costs 
over the last 3 years alone, amount to 0.78% of a local sales tax, or 2.7 mills of property tax. The 
loss of interest earnings amounts to 0.27% of local sales tax or 1 mill of property tax.



Feb-25-03 02:15pm From-CITY OF HOMER + T-653 P.01/03 F-953

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the stale. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name o f  R e s p o n d e n t  M a r y  C a l h o u n ______________ Title C it y  C Ie r k

Name o f  Municipality C i t y  o f  H o m e r ______________

1. Is your com m unity facing an economic downturn? No Yes  If yes. please discuss
the cause and extent._________________________________________________________

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Yes x  If  yes, please discuss the cause and extent. S c h o o l  d l s t r i  c  t

c u e  o f  5 5  t e a c h e r s ,  c l a s s r o o m  a c t i v i t i e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  S p a n i s h

R e s o l u t i o n  0 3 - 3 0  a t t a c h e d .

P l e a s e  F A X  T O  A M L  a t  9 0 7 - 4 6 3 - 5 4 8 0  A S A P

T h a n k  Y o u !
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CITY OF HOMER 
HOMER, ALASKA

LADD
RESOLUTION 03*30

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF HOMER,
ALASKA, ENCOURAGING THE STATE OF ALASKA TO 
PROPERLY SUPPORT THE KENAI PENINSULA BOROUGH 
SCHOOL DISTRICT THROUGH CHANGING THE STATE 
FOUNDATION FORMULA TO MORE FAIRLY REFLECT 
THE PENINSULA’S UNIQUE GEOGRAPHY. CULTURAL 
NEEDS, AND RESULTING IN -KENAI PENINSULA 
STUDENTS HAVING THE SAME OPPORTUNITY AS OTHER 
ALASKA STUDENTS TO MEET CONTENT AND 
PERFORMANCE STANDARDS.

WHEREAS, the State o f Alaska has adopted content and performance standards that 
represent what Alaskans want students to know and be able to do as a result o f  their public 
schooling, and

WHEREAS, standards adopted in December, 1995 have shifted educational emphasis 
from what goes into our education system to what comes out of it. and

WHEREAS, the opportunity for a student to successfully achieve an Alaska educational 
standard is dependent upon his or her time and energy dedicated toward learning as well as 
support from family, educators, community, the Kenai Peninsula Borough, and the State o f 
Alaska, and

W HEREAS, students within the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District, including all 
public students in the Homer area are placed at a distinct disadvantage due to an unfair State o f 
Alaska foundation formula used to calculate the distribution o f funds to schools throughout die 
Kenai Peninsula, and

WHEREAS, Peninsula schools are costly to operate, staff, and maintain due to the Kenai 
Peninsula Borough’s unique geography encompassing remote locations and schools accessible 
only by water or air, and

W HEREAS, the cosr differential within die State of Alaska educational foundation 
formula only slightly recognizes this difference from Anchorage at a ratio o f  1.004, and

WHEREAS, projected revenue based upon the 1.004 ratio provides about 39.8 million 
from the State and limits the Borough’s local share to about 31.1 million, and



Feb-25-03 02:15pm From-CITY OF HOMER + T-653 P. 03/03 F-B53

Page Two 
Resolution 03-30 
City o f  Homer

WHEREAS, the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District has a FY 04 budget shortfall 
o f  2.9 million after laying o ff 52 teachers across the district, raising the tcacher/pupil ration by 
three in every grade over third grade, and staffing reductions will negatively impact curriculum 
offerings such as The reduction of Spanish at Homer High School, and

W HEREAS, the loss o f  the Spanish program at Homer High School is in direct conflict 
with the State o f  Alaska content standard stating that, “a student should be able to communicated 
in two or m ore languages, one o f which is English,” and

WHEREAS, “a student should possess the language skills and cultural knowledge 
necessary to participate successfully in multilingual communities and the international market 
place,” and

NOW , THEREFORE, THE CITY OF HOMER RESOLVES THAT:

1. The City o f Homer supports recent legislative fact finding in ihe American Institutes for 
Research report advancing the position that the educational foundation formula cost ratio 
for the Kenai Peninsula Borough School District be changed from 1.004 to 1.03, and

2. This resolution in support of a changed educational foundation formula as identified by 
the American Institutes for Research be adopted to provide relief to public education and 
approximately a 1.4 million dollar increase to die KPBSD’s state portion and about a 
$300,000 increase to the local effort portion, and

3. The City o f  Homer initiate dialog with Homer High School/ Kenai Peninsula Borough 
School District, UAA — Kachemak Bay Branch, Kachemak City. Anchor Point, and local 
nonprofit organizations to explore other alternatives to maintaining curriculum at Homer 
High School should this legislature not take the necessary and basic measures necessary 
to insure equal funding for education on d  Kenai Peninsula, and

4. The City o f  Homer encourages other Kenai Peninsula Borough communities to enact 
similar resolutions o f support o f education and to submit approved resolutions to the 
Legislature for consideration.

PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE HOMER CITY COUNCIL this 24th day of
February, 2003.

CITY OF HOMER
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To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritcnie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table”  for 
cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with infonnation on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent L.iOrc= /̂y—  Title CL,\T1

Name of Municipality >V—

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No___YesJ^[f yes, please discuss 
the cause and extent. _ _ _______________________________________________

' T r v ^  < r-A o^> e v^> T h r e  !

CSF  A cLC&^>T^> 'i>Te .

- g i o o  i g j o C x X g y r r A i -  -v o f 2 - ^ A i e x g r s . 2

c^T= T b r e :
2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? N o_Y esJi If yes, please discuss the cause and extent.  ________

T 'A 'V . l ^ g Q g i o u S S  A ft -g  7 3 0 ^ .  T t l ^ b g _______

g ^ l ^ Q g >  K ^ l/tv u a  o r  A f f ^ - O x .  O F  U p B JB tU K _

P l e a s e  F A X  T O  A M L  a t  9 0 7 - 4 6 3 - 5 4 8 0  A S A P

T h a n k  Y o u !
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ALASKA MUNI LEAGUE NO. 4i645
FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

217 Second Street, Suile 200 * Juneau, Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 566-1325 • Fax (907) 463-54B0 • www.akml.org

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24, ? 3̂

Re: 2003 Municipal a cal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP
Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on tbe table” for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial Impacts on every community in tbe state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with infonnation on the ; 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

4 ^
Name of Respondent^____________________  Title ______

Name of Municipality \h /A J )/J }v s l\ ___________

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes_i£ If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent._______

_______________ fse-e. g - / - / ?  c Aj A

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Yes£_ If yes, please discuss the cause and extent.  _________

______________ C S - C - e .  a-f- / i- ; J . j  j

P l e a s e  F A X  T O  A M L  a t  9 0 7 - 4 6 3 - 5 4 8 0  A S A P

T h a n k  Y o u !

0 1  ,

Member or me National League of Cities and tne National Association ot Counties

http://www.akml.org
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CITY OF WASILLA
290 E a st  H ern in g  A venu e • W a silla  • A la sk a  • 99654-70 91 

• T e le p h o n e  907-373-9070 • Fax 907-373-9085

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn. YES
Explanation: The downturn in collections of sales tax in Fiscal Year 2003 indicates that 
economic downturn that is affecting the lower 48 and Alaska is affecting the City of 
Wasilla’s economy.

2. Is your municipal government or School district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? YES
Explanations: The City of Wasilla has experience tremendous population growth over 
the past two years (15%). This growth has placed substantial demands on the City of 
Wasilla in the areas of public safety, utilities and infrastructure demands. The growth in 
sales tax has nearly flatten out this year so that the City of Wasilla’s revenue will not 
allow the City of Wasilla to meet the demands placed on it by the population growth. 
The budget snortfall wil great affect the ability of the City of Wasilla to invest
in infrastructure needed (road, water and sewer) and its ability to meet the public safety 
concerns of its citizens.
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FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

217 Second Street, Suite 200 » Juneau, Alaska 99801
I I, V. . .‘/i , • " ■

Tel (907) 586-1325 ■ Fax (907) 463-5480 ♦ www.akml.Ofg

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk 

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24 ,2003

Re: 20Q3 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other program* to support municipalities are “on tbe table” for 
cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that woald have 
serioaa financial Impacts oa every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with infonnation on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name o f Respondent (^ O  V   Title A A l m iJ

Name o f Municipality Ol ̂  ___
1. Is your community facing ax^cjmomic downturn? No Y e s ^  If  yes, please discuss

the cause and cxtcniO i.y r

5 <?CKs I k  h e £  . T L l C P 'h _ 4 ^ a  t l  f c

d ^ . 4 -Q * k x n L

u a . p j v & Q  1J l  y ___u i l k  c x J r  f j  I ; ,

.

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Y esX  If yes, please discuss the cause and extent.

i c*_

_ Q u ^  M o u i c i / ^  tsy* -

z jh  / i j  C f jy f  £  a^fty JL-* A -P fe v t f a j r u s r

U J L ^ f f W V j A  ■ 2 7 6  P < Jz  L d / / /  J i4+<L

&  ( V  (_I crg.y ) ^

■' -{tv •
Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP 
Thank You !

Member ot the National League ot Cities and the National Aaeodatkxi of Counties 
FEB-25-2003 TUE 04:25PM Tn:

http://www.akml.Ofg


To. Mayor and Council/Assembly
Ac Manager/Finance Dire.ctor/CIcrk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Dale: February 24, 2003

Rc: 20<v* Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could he especially 
devastating to local governments and economics on top of tbe fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to till out this survey.

Name Of Respondent Ro b e r c  S .  P r u n e l l a _____________Title c i ty  M a n a g e r ____

Name of Municipality u rangp ii  ..............................

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes x If  yes, please discuss 
the cause and extent. See Attached____________________________________

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No YcsJK If yes, please discuss the cause and extent._____________

 S e e  ACCachcd  ________________________________________________________

P l e a s e  F A X  T O  A M L  a t  9 0 7 - 4 6 3 - 5 4 8 0  A S A P

T h a n k  Y o u !
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2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey

1. W rangell’s econom y has been in a downward spiral since 1994 w hen A laska Pulp  
Corp. closed ils doors. A t that time, the communily lost, no t only its latest direct 
em ployer -  250 jobs, but also all associated support service jobs. Tbe com m unities’ 
payroll earnings have dropped over 30% which translates to 10-12 m illion  dollars. 
O ur population, since 1995, has declined approximately 22%. The com m unity is 
continuing to see business closures, lost revenues, and fam ily departures. The loss o f  
the tim ber industry, Silver B ays’ bankruptcy, and the uncertainties o f  the seafood 
industry  w ill have further negative im plications for W rangell.

2. A. FY 04 School budget begins with a 5736,000 deficit and does not lake into 
account these cerli lied/tcnurcd staff are being paid from grant funds (T itle  I, T itle  V, 
Q uality Schools, Comprehensive School Reform). This deficit is due to  a  decline in 
student enrollm ent (below 425) resulting in decreasing from a 3-school to 2-school 
site and anticipated increased insurance costs.

To m eet th is deficit, the district will he reducing programs and s ta ff by nine (9) 
certified teaching positions p lus one middle school principal/teacher from  the FY03 
certified s ta ff  o f  34. That is a reduction o f  26.4%  o f  the certified staff. T here arc also 
reductions in  classified staff, travel, student supplies, and equipm ent.

13. In  the C ity o f  W rangell’s draft 2003-2004 budget wc show  a  deficit budget o f  
$548,000 in  the General Fund, which represents 14% o f the total General Fund 
Budget. T his is equivalent to 5.65 mills. We have had big increases to costs for 
Insurance (110% ), Group H ealth (14%), our PF.RS rate (71%), and fuel prices. A t the 
sam e tim e  our sawmill is filing a Chapter 11 bankruptcy ow ing the city over 
$165,000 and m ay not open for some time. In addition, our second largest non­
governm ent employer, W rangell Seafood’s is trying to reorganize so they  can 
continue to operate. W rangell has a 10 mill properly lax Tate and the largest sales lax 
rate ii the state at 7%. Any additional reductions in State funding w ill drastically add 
to the d ilem m a o f m aintaining existing services without tax increases. O ur utilities 
(W ater, Scwcr, Sanitation, and Electricity) arc also struggling. W rangell recently has 
constructed  both a Water Treatm ent Plant and a W astewater Treatm ent Plant to 
com ply w ilh  current regulations. Unfortunately, our population is declining because 
o f  lack o f  jobs and that fixed cost is now spread over fewer people, w hich drives up 
the cost per person. We also have the problem  o f  people w ithout jobs that can not 
pay their utility bills.
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FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

▲ A L A S K A  
MLINIC IV AI  

■  LEAGUE 217 Second Street, Suite 200 • Juneau. Aleake 9P̂ Q1
Tel (907) 506-1326 « Fax (907) 463-54B0 • www.akml.orfl

To: M ayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 2 4 ,2003

Re: 2003 M nnicinal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget, Cute could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Govarnor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

TitleName of Respondent £  Y a a  I  / J l / / ___________

Name of Municipality

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Y e sj/ If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent. X  < /  P s '/r#  <r

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Y e s^  If yes, please discuss the cause and extent. _____________

clJ  S f c u J  ' j j

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You! ^  j  V-/i r -fe^X  *A-

fX>2> 2~7, 7
S 4 -

Member o l the National League ot Cities and me National Association ot Counties

http://www.akml.orfl
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FAX NO. 907 424 6000

NO. 4645

217 Second Street, Suite 20C
Tel (907) 566-1325 • Fax (907

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Mauager/FiiUDce Dlreclor/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Dote: February 24,2003

Re: 200:i Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please r< turn ASa P
Municipal revenue sharing and other programs lo support municipal 
cwt$ now in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of 
serious financial impacts on every communily In the state. Such 
devastating lo local governments and economies on top of the fiscal 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the. Governor 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fil

Name o f Respondent,

Name of Municipality /  o  {  C^>r ■ c/o o <,

1. Is your communily facing an, economic downturn? No Yc
tho ciUisc and extent.

ties are “oa the table” for 
Aimfnation that would have

uts could be especially 
arises already facing many 

i nth information on the
out this survey.

Title t ^ / V / %  A ̂  c>s"

2. Js your municipal government or school district anticipating 
: i / l f v

a budget shortfall this 
coining year? No Y cs j/ If yes, please discuss the cause and extent.

y /x A l^ l

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAF
Thunk You!

Mon.t r of the National League ot Cities and the National Aa icclat/on ot Counties

P. 1/1
FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

P. 01

Juneaû  Alaska 99801
463-5480 • www.akml.org

If yes, please discuss

http://www.akml.org
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ALASKA MUNI LEAGUE
p - 1

NO. 4645 P. I / I

FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

217 Second Street, Suite 200 > Juneau, Alaska 99801_
Tel (907) 586-1325 • Fax (907) 463*6400 • www.akfnl.0 r9

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February' 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Pteasc return ASAP
Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are Moi tbe table” for 
cuts now in the Governor's budget, Cats could rise to tbe level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community In the state. Such cuts could he especially 
devastating to local governments and economitt on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey. —

Name ofRcspondcnt \~ J a q IA_______________ Title. d\7y M /\^/a Ct££L
Name of Municipality ______________

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes_^ If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent. nn/2 i s

■£^/>STcW-4L - ygA / l  lo -W Q  OY/~- 7 A^fO -----

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? N o_Y es^ If yes, please discuss the cause and extent -nAe 0 -0 ^ 0  l

I S  r * c fAJA C M S L E ia ^ M ^ , D SM J& T

I*~l S7SX7&  /Zg^QfrrC 2 > l /% & *P -?t-)£r7 S'lOSTT

S £  s - ie r  S'^Mr-CA<:. ^ n O r /w W id W

r/JAT D /F (^ e ^ - r fA L  <rroD\> n -^ P b r r  U & L,

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463 5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member ol the National League ol Cities and Ihe National Aeaodatlon of Counties
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FEB. 25.2003 1:46PM ALAS (A -TO:FALSE PASS
ALASKA »• 
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■  LEAGUE

CITY OF FALSE PASS

I LEAGUE NO. 4645 P. I/I 
FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

1^)001/003

217 Second Street, Suite 200 ► Juneau, Alaska 99801
Tel (907)506-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5400 • www.akml.org

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re.: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey-Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” For 
cuts now in the Governor's budget, Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state, Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutej to fill out this survey.

Name o f Respondent v J q L k  A- /*c I c ^ l s  TitI e l ^ t j e ^ / C ‘1, A J ukU

Name o f Municipality Q .  x f  o 'P  'T k s s

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Y e a ^  If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent. /* X u f  d  d c r r ic ^ l ly ,  r e . h d

Sfij ÛCW. I K -(as* jot) s 4  Ak

j  '0 <2<rj>U_

0-\,r̂, llcuJi ej. ,-/-An-£. &. I ^

less 4c> oP&rde-.
2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Y es^( If yes, please discuss the cause and extent. /f-S ' f t  -e 'Ja lu  •£_

o f  A , ?  Ctvx_f( p  roc {.k p s '  $  -k .'f-tc .J ) u ^ , M i J -  i e / p d

a 1 e.y'cI it. r"€ Ûl-l U •£ -lo £ Cir fT/ay luvc C./oseJ) S o

j U e  r e v H q u A S  O ^-r t C\cr\K.a. l\oc<J L o t . / / > JZ ~ l n p * c /  / h  Z oo'S

1-5 lu o r e  lo\QQ& / o s 7 ^  Feuer./M <g-f ~Rudiae/ s'/tor/d/ /
•£ A - c fJ }  '/r? o f  e^]H  a f  f y ^ c d  y  ,

5 e g ,  cL,(f&.C't-*-A J>  ̂ . tae<n£Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of the National League of Cities and Ihe National Association of Counlies

http://www.akml.org
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C i t y  o f  F a l s e  P a s s

P.O. Box 50 • False Pass, Alaska 99583*0050 
Telephone (907)548-2319 • Fax (907) 548*2214

Date: February 12, 2003

To: Bering Pacific Seafood Board o f Directors

From: John Nickels, Mayor

Subject: Impacts o f BPS closure to False Pass

The closure o f  Bering Pacific Seafood has had a very significant impact on the 
community o f False Pass, particularly in revenues received by the City. The following 
figures represent annual losses o f revenue that until recently have come to  the City from 
BPS activities. To put this loss o f revenue into perspective, the City expects to finish this 
fiscal year with expendilures totaling approximately $519,500 and income totaling 
$456,400, resulting in a $63,000 deficit, which will be covered with reserves. This is 
after significant cuts have already been made to our budget, and next fiscal year will 
probably require reduction in the services and benefits provided, and perhaps an increase 
in some rates to avoid a similar deficit.

Electric Utility. Sales o f electric power have averaged $5,218 per $39,000
month, or approximately $62,000 per year. Approximately 
$23,000 o f this revenue would pay for fuel, leaving a $39,000 
loss of revenue to the City.

Water Utility. The commercial rate for water is $400 per month, 
or $4,800 per year. This is adjusted using the residential rate now 
being paid by BPS
Landfill. The commercial rate for use o f the landfill is $400 per month 
while operating, and $100 per month when temporarily closed. Eight 
months operating and four months closed would total $3,900. This is 

adjusted using the residential rate now being paid.

Wharfage. Revenue from BPS freight and product crossing the City 
dock over the last year.

Moorage. Assuming the Dipper is in False Pass only four months in 
2003, eight months o f the 2003 fee will not be realized.

Fish Tax (local). For the last four quarters, BPS paid $18,760 collected 18,760
from fishermen selling raw fish to the processor.

4,632

3,840

20,047

8,517
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State Fish Tax. Estimated using above sales volume. Does not include 
State Shared Fisheries Tax that would result from these fish sales.

7 ,0 3 5

Sales Tax. Based on the estimated reduction in local store sales and fuel 
purchased by BPS.

1,680

Total $ 10 3 ,5 1 1

There are numerous other impacts to our community resulting from the closure of BPS. 
The Tribal Council will no longer receive rent from their warehouse, and will have to 
find other uses, or renters for the building. At least two individuals will have to find 
other renters for their houses. One has been shut down and winterized for lack of a 
tenant, and the other is rented, but at a reduced rate. One local family that depended on 
BPS for employment has left the community because of the closure. The nearest market 
for cod fisheimen is now King Cove. The availability of marine freight and air 
transportation service that increased because of BPS has returned to former levels. The 
expertise of BPS engineering staff to help residents troubleshoot problems with boat 
engines, generators, refrigeration and other equipment will no longer be available.

It is understandable that as BPS reconfigures to a shore based operation that the business 
will be far different than what it has been. Revenues received by the City from a “new” 
BPS may well not look like the above list, but clearly there will be economic benefit that 
our communily desperately needs. The point I would like to impress on BPS board 
members is that the City of False Pass has lost a large portion of its normal operating 
revenues as the value of wild salmon has declined. Bering Pacific Seafood has been 
filling that gap, but no longer is. It is imperative that economic de> elopment takes place 
soon ti avoid problems maintaining the viability of our community. While it is important 
to plan future BPS development carefully, for our community time is critical.
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217 Second Sbaat. Suite 200 ■ Juneau. Alaska 99901 
Tel (SOT) 5M-1325 • Fax (907) 483-5480 • www.lKfnl.orfl

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Financa Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 20U.3 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Server -  Pleaie return ASAP

Municipal revci.ue sharing and other programs to support municipalitiei are -on the tabl#*’ for 
cuts no* in the Govemor’i budget. Cuta could riit to tho level of •ihalutloB that would have 
icrloui financial Impacts on every  com m unity  in tho state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Govornor with Information on the 
fiscal cundltloni of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Rcspondcnt_

Name of Municipality T e C

J ffie  A u y n .

1. Is your community facing an economic downtur 
the ciute and extent. ___

If yes, please discuss

a  h e w  J^kooj ^ o l W r -  j  >

.  _______

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming ycaxTRo^_Yea If yes, please discuss the cause and extent.____________

 lyU t-W . S X rv ^  u m .____________________ or> lp___

vaJIv^ w e  5 g r \A )o <  p n r v i th J  . r J T L j .

V \r^ < r^ w Q l C k \L 'd ' Cwv a / 1  ________ _______

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
T hank You!

Member of the National League of Cities and tho National Aesoclatlon of Countlaa

http://www.lKfnl.orfl
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217 Second Street. Suite 200 • Juneau. Alaska 90801
Tei (907) 586-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.org

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASa P
Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on tbe tabic” for 
cuts now  in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AMI. would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent C f\  tc.tfr, Title Q i d 1 0 1 &
Name of Municipality " ^ r y x ^ ' j x u K _________

1 Is your community facing an economic downturn? Ncy^Yes If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent.___________ __ ____________

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No._ Y cs^ If yes, please discuss the cause and extent. •5->V> pz.cc.-T’

— H t- A .- tn V .f r  ~ ~ ‘3 V tk + r - L . A ' h s l  ' 'Y  £ w + n t U \ : .

<-j*Y> V’t  . / I  -4-0 . \D ro-, l / —

( I C L .U l  -  3 6 c )  .___________________________________________

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

. 0 1  *

Member of me National League ot Cities and tne National Association ot Counties

http://www.akml.org
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FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

217 Seoond Street, 9ufta 200 ■ Juneau. Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 590-1225 • Fax (907) 4034490 • wwuukm».0*5

und!/ Assembly
4  ML b ifa r  r t  u u  Dli actor/Clerk 

From: tviT kitohi t, I  accutive (Director
Dele: Febw ky 2 4 ,2 ^ 3
Re:

Municipal rev - me i 
e«li now in tfii

S a rrev -Please re tire ASaP
eaJolhflirpreg. tu to support TtMjicipaKtis* ere “ca tlie tabU* tor 

• budget Cab ceald rbt to th« lavel of dUaatfea that woili her* 
mHow fiaaitial imjket ea «nr> coroaaHy lathe Rata. Such cub eouM be especially 
devastating to I >c*] f< v»r anenb in 1 eccnoonea on top tf  the fiscal croei already fteing many 
pcCTTiupitUt. 1 hereto re,1, iML wou d tike to prevent the G m m r  with Urenmftdae ea the 
flecal coadM ‘ 4 «f ■ aa dpaUfUi PImn tike > few na'nutof to hi) out this survey.
NgncofReaioodeBt y  o b e rH ; M i c k .______

Name o f M l#c ipa%  _ K u n a

thecausel 
a s s i r b + n c i  
M l l i r ^

*

2 . Is your 
coming y t x 1

0
%  < w u  A

ndnicipil g ivemmer t or school district aniicioiamg a budget shortiUl this 
N o _  fes^lTye*.

j )  J

*J d 1T

&
\ o t t J  3
P l e a s e  F .
Thank Yd

443C I
d a

K a n V

♦ f l u

 Title N U y pv *

1 . Is your cdnrounfty lacifig sn economic downturn? No_Ye*J^ If yes, please diicuse
indexetf, ») U i K  a -f  tom m m in l ■CtfLrttrg, -  U c k r r f i i t t r f r *  

• f o r  , t fw a l  |<wval C le-cM c»fy  * -"A S a rf ii+ o fjim .
<ut\) e f  JM|>< ArtJ ‘H iuiC M A, j )  ( U 4 u .r .h fn  . in.-

un ic ip iP  a .sr iiim n U -s  <0 ^ e  -Vo.* W -fC  ,
^ -F» v  ,__i* fc v t s .A  1 jg c w ji_ p fv jccts,

Sit ft

« < « r
3  l i i f

i ■fiVw

^ # * • 1

 c a r r y

please discuss the cause and exMBt. 7W
V 9^  * 6

g.a U i k / f — d i U  

•frviUaA y v « rn 'w ^d t '■> 4  i \ “U J  * f n * J a  **«l| s r *

IM :gvy» /»a | F Y .

d*V J

. i M L  1 1 9 0 7 -4 6 3 -5 4 8 0  A S A P j ^
MS ^ 7 ^ 4 14

e J U u J ttjr *s*M4JLT

Men* i r  ol th > M itonel L o  Qua of CHJee and ma National AaaocMion o l CounMes
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FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

01

217 Second Street, Suite 200 » Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Tel (907) 586-1325 * Fm  (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.org

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Diractor/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003
Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP
Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the tabic” fur 
cuts now in the Governor's budget, Cuts could rise to the lerel of elimination that woald have 
serious financial impacts on every cnmmnnity in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent
Herman T. Reich, Sr.

Title
City Manager

Name of Municipality C i t v  o f  K o t z e b u e  ____________

1. 19 your community facing an economic downturn? No^_Ycs If yes, please discuss
tho cause and extent. ____

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Y esj/lf  yes, please discuss the cause and extent. Onr R*g-fr>n*i .Ta-M

is  a c tu a lly  a f a c i l i t y  supported by. th e :res id en ts  of Kotzebue w ith our

con trac t with the S tate  Corrections of $589,506.00 per year and expenses 

p ro jec ted  a t $918,169.00 wj.1.1 have a loss of ($328,663.00). With the ta lk

of e lim inating  the revenue sharing and the non-support of the Borough, the 
impact f a l l s  on the tax paying residen ts of Kotzebue.

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member cf the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.org
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ALASKA 
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217 Seoond Street, Suite 200 ■ Juneau, Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 586-1326 • Fix (907) 463-5460 • www.akml.ofg

To: M ayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey-Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on tha table”  for 
cuts now in the Governor's budget Cut* could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community In the slate. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with infonnation on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent y  xXX Title y/

Name of Municipality L i  ̂  ^  I m b

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Y es_y If yes, please discuss
the cause and cxtcnt.T W  c \  f r i a r s .  vnp/WwA

<=\ \ \  ^  cvrA  j V W  V lJvW v NfsAnAf k  X-bLr<j -

V. -a ̂  ^ q . L T _ k l t s . t , A l- ̂ Vi  S t i c . ,  V\yQ
g.cc..^c»m«C-V»«s.q 'v*An^-,. \v«o0 'm in i. il-

CLo vt\ ftsvvrxL \  k t> Vt r \d  VJcr Id ’> r\ \  Kj. Lc\ f e^v. tv\vM\\ c'> pO-VA ( £ S »

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? N o _ Y e s I f  yes, please discuss the cause and extent,

V .vL L  W  P l .V  VV. ^  V 'J  * ̂  Vnrvtl S n L  A j

tty.Va u  tp V U  q V o ^ y~ <w^A~S

l a  SvhrtAiOQ^ CiTx Al ----------

v L j.V Y ^ 'A  a r ' i ^ r <u c w  ^ (c  -L V > \ '.c h - r \ .  . I f  I Lfc ^ ,,1  w .A s
VO I L \ Tr«e v.vS»l CV •

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of the National League o l Clues and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.ofg
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FROM:AK M U NIC IPAL LEAGUE

217 Second Street. Suite 200 » Juneau. Alaska 99801
Tel (307) 586-1325 * Fix (907) 463-5480 • www.akrrl.org

Vo: Mayer and Council/Assembly
&  M anager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003
Rc: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP
Municipal revenue sharing and oi>ar programs to support municipalities axe “on the table” Tor 
cuts now in die Governor’s budget. Curs could rise to the level of elimination thar would have 
serious financial impacts on every community In the state. Such curs could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economics on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, aM L would like to present the Governor with Information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities, Please takr a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent F& C is A _______________Title

Name of Municipality ^  / p / v o a / c

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No _ Yes >/ If yes, please discuss 
the cause and extent.

7** Stec/ <s t /■''VC.
,  J L f r - r< -C ^ J h  J -/x Z Z - t.-t  U 'U /J U

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Yes v 'I f  yes, please discuss the cause and extent.__________ _

l c t a s - L

Please FAX TO AM L at 907-463-5480 ASAP 
Thank You!

Member of Ihe National League of Citi«9 and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akrrl.org
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217 S e c o n d  Street, Suite 200 • Juneau. Alaska 99801 
Tel (907) 586-1:325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 * W^rw.akml.org

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please ret .ru ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating us local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent Ki Title J J  _______

Name of Municipality

1. Is your community facing an. economic downturn? No Y esjK jf yes, please discuss
the cause anci extent. THm  f J.iA/a ^-q

U v .  lJ l  i d K

1 .V \ -V W j- .  J L & b /d  D -- " S  < ^ Q -  IV ) 'fb

U (A ^vA > gg '\ G r J  d l / l A  ^ y J ^ { U y / o s s j fo lU & L b *

2 . Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget sh drift 11 this 
coming jtar?  Nd, YesJ^-If yes, please discuss the cause and extent. U s J ____

b /\s \  u ,u n £  - fU ^  ojAK KaA u ^ I

^  I m *  zn * . v a  . f y  J i n  / u d U y  ju u >  M v t i d k u

v \ p  A M ^ m x k s l  S rU A  Ia/Ua ^

)A \/W ^vO\.ajb\.CJUj . ' t o  c r J A u i j  ^  f  ^ liO  lu x / -

A ftj0  < ..
Please FAX  TO AM L at 907-463-5480 ASAP 
T h a n k  f o u !

Member dr the’ National League of Citk i  arid the National Association of froiih lies



Fib-2S-2003 10:28am From-CITY OF PETERSBURG ALASKA
- I U : H k I E R S B U R G

T-283 P.001/001 F-744

FROM:AK M U N IC IPAL LEAGUE

ALASKA
MUNICIPAL

■  LEAGUE

.lid Li C '■ mk uth i ill 1A r i v»/.'
2 17  Second Street, Suite 200 * Juneau, Alaska 99801

Tel (907) 586-1325 • Fax (907) 463-54W • www.akml.org

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “ on the table” for 
cuts now in the Governor's budget Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in thi state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please tike a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name o f  Respondent j e a n  h a c k  Title______ f i n a n c e  d i r e c t o r

Name o f  Municipality g u y  o f  P e t e r s b u r g ___________

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes If  yes, please discuss
the cause and extent. At the present va are experience a s l ig h t  decrease

in sa le s  tax c o lle c tio n s , tra n s ie n t ':oora tax , and property  cax.

This w i l l  e ffe c t the revenue p ro jec ts  fo r the coming year

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget .f ortfall this 
coming year? No Yes y'Tf yes, please discuss the cause and extent.______________

As a re s u l t  of the above there w ill be a decrease in  the funds 

av a ilab le  fo r  budgeting.

Please FAX  TO AM L  at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You !

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association o l Counties

http://www.akml.org


Ur«fM
i c ' “ ’k t i l \  l '  “ f  1/i/< (!*’»

217 Second Strert, Suite 200 » Juneau, Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 586-1325 • Fa* (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.OfB

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Rc: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASa P

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table" for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the leve l of e l im in a t io n  lhat would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent Gwen Emel._______________________ Title C ity  A d m in is tra to r

Name of Municipality c i t v  n f at nV.MnnV

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yesj^ If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent. Lack o f com m ercial f is h in g  has been d e v a s ta t in g  fo r  
our community. The C ity  government re lie s ; on ta x e s , w a te r /sew er income 
and b u i ld in g  and equipm ent r e n t a l s .  With no income coming in to  th e  
community everyone s u f f e r s .

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No YcsX If yes, please discuss the cause and extent. With unemploymen t
a t  a c r i s e s  h ig h  r e s id e n ts  cannot a f fo rd  to  buy l o c a l l y , th e re fo re  
low er ta x  revenues,& unpald  b i l l s  to  the  c i ty  government.___________

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP 
Thank You!

MemDer of the Nation*! League ol Cmes and tne National Association ol Counties

0 2 9 E - 9 E 2 - C 0 6 T tn c R a tD  * 6 2 * 0 1  £ 0  9 2  q * d

http://www.akml.OfB
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f.-j ‘to* ;
FRO.V:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

217 Second Straet, Suite 200 » Juneau. Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 595-1325 • Fix (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.org

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Miiager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24, 2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Flical Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP

Manicipa) revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rlic to th« level of elimination that wonld have 
serious financial impacts oa every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies cm top of the f isc a l crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to p resen t the Governor with Infonnation on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill our this survey.

Name of Respondent l a m  m   Title I M J l ____

Name of Municipality fillwini m i;
s.' ®

I . Is your community facing an economic downturn? Ntyy Yes  If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent.    __________________ _

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coining year? NoY Y cs_  If yes, please discuss the cause and extent. _____________

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of the National League of Cities and Ihe National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.org
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ALASKA
MUNIC I PAL

■  league 217 Second Street. Suite 200 » Juneau. Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 586-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.orfl

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipaJities are “oa the table” for 
cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to HU out this survey.

Name of Respondent fiM C ld . Z b r tc rS U h J _______Title hn& Lf o  r~_____

Name of Municipality ( j i t y  o  A A A U

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes A^Ifyes, please discuss
the cause and exlent. D r)  A a  H u . f f r t ’s'To/ P 'l y ^ '- r .  ejs

g ifg h  / y X/e1________ A-e.r&__<^3_

J o  g~efb S’ C a r L se :* -/_£  < 2"

' t t . ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Y e s ^ lf  yes, please discuss the cause and extent. ~ jI/- /T, t~ / <=>>/'

/ I ' S r u . y  ? . / ) d  I i  i S  / / 7  / L t - e d  g  D  + — F Q_.

Mc-t M 7*,'/7 roc el i-’s y *  Ell> r  Q~o Lr/? ^  r ^  ry

r ie .c -h y  .r+itirlr' x - T  o_

SU fL_________________________________________________

P le a s e  F A X  T O  A M L  a t  9 0 7 -4 6 3 -5 4 8 0  A S A P
Thank You!

Member of Ihe National League ot Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.orfl
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217 Second SUeei. Suite 200 ■ Juneau, Alaska 9990.1.

Tel (9 0 7 ) 5 0 6  1 3 2 6  • ta x  (W0/> -1S3-548Q • www.aKfnl.0 r9

To: M ay o r  and Councll/'Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Direcror 
Date: February 24, 2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fi»cul Coudiriont Survey -  Please return ASAP

M unicipal revenue sharing and other programs 10 support municipalities are “on  th*  tab l* "  fo r  
c u ts  now in die G overnor's budget. C a ts  could H ie to  th e  level o f  e lim in a tio n  t h u  w o u ld  have 
se r io u s  f in an c ia l im pac ts  on every com m unity  in  (he s t i le .  Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economics on tcp o f the fiscal crises already  facing many 
com m unities. T herefore, \M L  would like to present tho C o v cru o r w ith  in fo rm a tio n  on th e  
n ic a l  cond itions o f  m unicipalities. Please take a few m iru te f to fill out this lurvey.

N am e o f  M unicipality  C IT Y  OF HOUSTON_______

1 I t  your com m unity  facing an econom ic downturn? No Yes  I f  yes, p lease discuss
the cause an d  ex ten t.____________________________________________________________

we .-are a vory sm all c i t y . w i t h  l i mi t e d  rev en u e . I f ___

th e  s t a t e  were to  decrese  or e l i mi n a t e  our  revenue

s h a r i n g  i t  would have a se r i  ouf iyf inanci al  impact  on 
our  c i ty . .’as ve j u s t  ba r e l y  make i t  wi th what we r e c e i v e .

2 . J j your m unicipal governm ent o r school district anticipating a budget sliorlfftll this 
com ing  year? N o  Yes I f  yes, please discuss the cause and exltrnt. __________________

Yes , i f  our  por t i on  of  revenue shar i ng i s  de c r eased  or  

eJ-Lnu-ha-Led ___________________________________________

N am e o f  R espondent DALE ADAMS T itle MAYOR

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP 
Thank You!

Memoor 01 thn National League 01 Cm#* and tna National Aaaocwtion of Counties
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— TO :  NEW STUVAHOK FR0M:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

ALASKA
MUNICIPAL

■  LEAGUE

. I i  i>! \A.-i tin

217 Second Street. Suite 200 » Juneau. Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 586-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.org

To: M a y o r  a n d  C o u n c i l /A s s e m b ly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: Fcbruaty24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Condition* Survey -  Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities axe “on the tabic’' for 
cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination, that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent Z7fbOlClc. f y j f - c r S _______Title fa n & lf a  r~_____

Name o f Municipality a  A A A U . £lu.yGLkaU-

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes_f^If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent, f in  r a  H u . t fn  STa /

<3£  c*(Sn  I  n j j  g f o n g ^ t /  / V  _L_n—

A / f r O  l o  C r r ^ - e .  g-<Sb s  C a r  i S ’K e r * ,^

-L d z ___________________- ----------- — ------------------------------------------------ ----------------------- -

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coining year?No Yes^"'Lfyes, please discuss the cause and extent. / f ,  / - /  c jf
A / l c - J  <7 tU,L4 t i . / l d / i  M  a  HO—

PIC- / /7  T s / s i  r o t t g /  i-J y f  F tj  .1J  ;>Tc__ 2 1£ U J? d j ‘

v </>/ *e ~ T~ °

n  t J ._____________________________________________________________

P l e a s e  F A X  T O  A M L  a t  9 0 7 -4 6 3 -5 4 8 0  A S A P
Thank You!

Member of the National League o l Cities and the National Association of Counlies

http://www.akml.org


fro m  : C ITY  OF NORTH POLE
• • • ft • I M n • * J I (

——T O :  N O R T H O

PHONE NO. : 9 0 7  4SB 3002 Feb . 2 5  2 0 0 3  1 1 :04PM P I
•■-.r f \ r*: / i •

** .w :■ ** -V •  *. • K % . •  • .

7 S econd S tree t, Suite '200 - Juneau, A laska  99B01

Tel (907)536-1325 • Fax (S07) 4(53-5480 • WWvtf.afcwl.OT9

To: M a y o r  a n d  C o u n c i l /A s s e m b ly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

1

Re: 2003 Municipal Fixe »I Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing  and other programs to support m unicipalities are •‘o n  the table” Tor 
cuts no'v in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community In the state. Such cuts could be especially  
devastating to local governments and  econom ies on top o f  the fiscal crises already  facing m ar.y 
communities. Therefore, AML would like ro present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take ■ few minute? to ill! ou t th is  survey.

Name 01fRespondent Tide

Name ofMunicipality CLt }0<h~*'Kv .

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Ycsfr  ̂ If yes. please discuss
the cause and ex ten t_____________________________________ _____________

^ ~z^ / —  k ra j& e -  rv g e ^ U v ^

2. Is your municipal govemmrrxt cr school district aticipatkg a budget shortfall tliis 
coming year? No Y e s^  If yes, please discuss the cause and e x t e n t ___________

^XtN^?«X~C>.fLCg—  p£>S<fc^

— 'Z J L C Q z J ^ j ^  ^  r ^ t . . c J y l _ . . r C l > . / ) ^ A - f j ^ L h ^-u iX

 __

U  ; f  - r A i d -  h v c . t e » - w |
U W T ( ^  fZ-U

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463
Thank You!

Member of the National League or Cities and tne National Association of Counties
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FROM: A< VLN *.C I PAL LEAGUE

2 1 7  Second Streat, Suite 200 • Juneau, Alaska 99801

To:

From:
Dttc:

Re:

ID  5'

Manic 
cuts 
sarlou 
devittjs 
co: 
fiscal

Name

Tal (907) 538-1325 • Fax (907) 463*5400 * www.akml.org

Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manger/Finance Director/Clerk.
Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
February 24,2003

2003 Municipal Fiscal CopditioatJSujrvey -  Please return ASAP
ipa] revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table’'  for 
w in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rile to the level of elimination that would have 

s financial impacts on every community in tbe state. Such cuts could be especially 
ting to local government* and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 

immunities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with Information on the 
conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Namt
t. Is 

th|e

M l <& 1QMX6.

2. Is 
eomin

of Respondent $. £)u.ecs\ Title JrA<Ki n < fnUrct> S '

of Municipality f : & £JL

your community facing an economic downturn? No Yesj^If yes, please discuss
cause and extent. /fr/fc D rt^ tJ SrUT) -7>V

your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
g year? No Y e tj/lf  yes, please discuss the cause and extent. ____________

G C / \ Y € £ f g j L c nt T

lotj f W  'tJk q I  Va 'TkgvVte

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Memoer of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.org


217 Second Sfresi, Suite 200 » Junaao, Alaska .93801 
TeT{90T> 586-^325 • fa x (907) 403-54-00 - wwvf.uKn1l.or3

To; Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Maoaget/Finance Director/Clcrk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date; February 24,2003

Re; 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions S a m v  -  Please return ASAF

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for 
cub now in the Governor's budget. CtlU could rise to tbe level of elimination that wo# Id have 
serious financial impacts ou every community in the siate- Such cub could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
cormmusuries. Therefore, AMI. would like to present the Governor with infommatiott on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name o f Respondent DELBERT KADAKE_______________ Titled  TV ADM I MX STKATOK

Name o f  Municipality CITY  OF KAKE_____________

1. Is yo«T community facing an economic downturn? No Y esj£ If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent. DIJK TO LIMITED LOGGING , BAD PRICING OF

F I S H L I M ITED AMOUNT OF GRANTS FOR STATE AND FEDERAL

FUNDING TO PROVIDE J OBS, HI GH  COST OF LIVING EXPENSES.

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? N o _ Y c sj^  If yes, please discuss the cause and ex ten t. __________

J C:ivi . ; A : A f  c ^ i ^ ? S  a ^ - r -  4 - n  (;J-P  <v w d J J

U.F2VS J -.-W i.-r ' v T o g .  A u ( .  4 p  a  )  % u £ >

I A \  . U y C s U . { v .V  ■______ A l  ^ - I L .L - f t ^  MVvC1. 1 ' >.'■ I  'v P 1- - ! '

A  ' •yxAATV'.rr1- .^  A  ) A i O \ t  j f v . r u > H t H ^ J r
5 > v G tO  U  9 T 0 M ,  w W u O O v v A  U / v A

P le a s e  F A X  T O  A M L  a t  9 0 7 -4 6 3 - 5 4 8 0  A S A P  p ,  - s
Thank You!

Member ol ine National League oi Owes and the National Association o l Counties
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2 i 7 Second Stwwt. Suite 200 • Juneau. Alaska 99801_ 
Tel (907) 5 0 6 -1 3 2 5  * F ax  (007) 463-6 4 0 0  • w w w .akm l.o rg

B

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Dote: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 M unicipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please re tu rn  ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and o th e r  programs to support municipalities are “oo the table” for 
cuts n o w  in th e  G o v e rn o r 's  b u d g e t. Cute could rise to the leva! of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to  lo ca i governments and economies on top  of the tlscal c r ise s  already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML ~ould lik e  to  p resen t th e  Governor with Information on the 
fiscal ennHitiioM of municipalities. Please take a few minute* to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent, \/-€ .r< k . CL.. j p   Title AolfW>w\

NameofMmricipalitv ^  K d y u k u  k .

1. Is your communily facing an economic downturn? No Yes  If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent.

mg an economic downturn/ r
J_ £ ____

n / \ ^ \  . - f i r v -  -V U j _____C c - h y  _&£___I ^ uJ g uL

l '\  ^ I 'b V tp k -S  r w

cl'tkA . ^ r< x t^

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Y es^  If yes, please discuss the cause and extent. ST -P

S ~ V a4 x  C U - ^ S  ~ Q r~  j3 ) . S U . p f t

~ V ^  S '- k r P r  ^   a r e ____

P i ^ c L

r L > - k  .^ V > s _ - _______________________

P lea se  F A X  T O  A M L  a t 907-463-5480  A SA P
Thank You!

- i  — ~ UoiiKnui i n im i . «» ntiaa a«H tha Kiatinnol Aannriation ol Counties

http://www.akml.org
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▲ ALASKA 'MUNICIPAL 
■  LEAGUE ' 217 Seoond Street, Suite 200 ■ Juneau, Alaska 99801_

. t h i ' J u i  I. u n ! i h  n  >■ n l  A h i v o f '
Tel (907) 586-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.org

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly .
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return  ASA?

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities axe “on the table1’ for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please rake a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent

Name of Municipality

1. 13 your communi iy facing an economic downturn? No YesX/ I f  yes, please discuss 
the cause and extent. ^

p o i i

Ivy d L t c J - ^ - o .  u ^ L \  cX \ a J-* - A J ^ a w ■

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Y es^  If yes, please discuss the cause and extent.______________

" U e  j j o v o v A - ^  J  j^-e. ^  ^ l{

V ^  ( o C ^ e ^ j r ^ .  5 c i - * o l  4 ^ 5 t v i <=-£ .

'4r ^ v̂ e- .
Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association o f Counties

http://www.akml.org
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FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

217 Second Street, Suite 200 » Juneau, Alaska 99801 
Tel (907) 586-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.akfnl.Offl

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey-Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that woald have 
serious financial Impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent P ^ m . e n o    Title K

Name of Municipality

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? NoXfes If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent.________________________ _ _________________

2. Js your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? NqA Y cs If yes, please discuss the cause and extent. _____________

Please FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP
Thank You!

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akfnl.Offl


FROM : CITY OF OUZINKIE PHONE NO. : 907 660 2223 Feb. 28 2003 02:44PM P irts, n -  iVO L '.'jir«*. - v . - .  \v. -t -.
, T O  : O U Z  I N K I E ,  fROM AK MUNICIPAL LcACjc

217 Second Stretl^Suito 200 » JunMu, Ala6ka 99B01 ______
Tel (907) 586-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • *w w .akm l.orfl

To: Mayor and Council/Assembly
&, Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 2 4 ,2 0 0 3

Rc: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Surrey -  Plcme return ASAP
Municipirrevenue shiring and other programs to support municipalities are “ob tha table” for 
cuts now In the Governor's budget. Cuts could rile to the level of eUmlnarlon that woald have 
serious financial impacts on every community In the state. Such OCB could be especially 
devastating to  local governments and economies o n  top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, A M L w ould  like to  present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few m inutes to  fill ou t th is survey.

Name o f Respondent  Title U rC .£  -

Name of Municipality e -f- O u 2 - / r \ K \ e .

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Y csT  If yes, please discuss 
the cause and extent.  ________________________

T h e  /W o A jjo r ^

^  d .u  £  - f ir y  -^ ro h o /g s y ?  <r,

l O u ' z . T k ) ' ^  iS  V . ' t U j e  , _

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Y es^If yes, please discuss the cause and extent.

< 3q-H i h y  A n d  ~ fh e . ________

T L a r J n j  c . u t  y e a r  C iT y  I v l<

-h>  r e s e n / e 5 .   ______________

Please F A X  T O  A M L  a t 907-463-5480 A S A P
T h a n k  Y o u !

M em ber of me National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties



Fsb-25-03 02:40pm From- T-830 p .01/01 F-820

I V  1 • hKU M :AX M U N IC IP A L  L tA G U t

• i . '

•: ' :217 Second Street. Suite 200 • Juneau, Alaska 99801 
■ T«i (907) 586-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 - www.akml.OTQ

J  : v

i l

jALASKA ( 
£  MUNICIPAL 

f l  LEAGUE, j;

BBBBBBSSDDI
To: M a y o r  a n d  C o u n c il /A s se m b ly

&  Manager/Finance Diractor/CIerk •'

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return A S A P

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for 
cuts now iii the Governor’s budget. Cut* could rite to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community In the sute. Such cut* could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Thereforo, ASjIL would l3»;tp prpsent jhe Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions o f municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

NameofRespondentC M j-rtP ftL K

Name o f Muni cipaiitv ' .

1. Is your community feeing iait economic downturn? No Yes_^ If yes, nlease discuss
the cause and extent, f e e 1,'Jm  ___

p r t c i . w ^  <X » . ‘  U r t t i z k  ^  C i A y  i t s

5u»*ax . i y ~J a I________ _____________
..s.

fU’mfi •' .1 '•> • M M •*

■̂ i »i <l.'’• . »L. j , .  . , v~

J ., * * *.••1 e» •
"  JL .V.'.V-J :n  1 Vlu-21 . \U  . *..V ' . .  V: -

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Yes_V If yes, please discuss the cause and extent. As>

o w e .  |

6 f  V  $ %  $ * | q .  f e *  o f t  & U  f a i e k t M .  a u j r A ^ t

s ■ f i s k  W  t h i t  n i f l j  o V L * -

t * >  U A P ‘ c ^ i __________________________________
t • ' i -y».\ * f * • t.

P le a s e  F A X  T O  A M L  a t 9 0 7 -4 6 3 -5 4 8 0  A S A P
T h ank Y o u !- : /  -‘vr.’;/:: net ;:~r

• V  IM.V, * »'.’J * U'jM1 ‘ I.' X* • ' i ’O ;*
'  * .

■ J - I . •.  m \ J . . .  .

. . .  . . .  \ t U i f i  .I3 IV  O C S li.C C t- . . .  . . . . . .

Member of the National Leatjue'b.-Cl'Jes and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.OTQ


Ftb-25-03 02:31pm F rom -M lK S M tri 907-438-2719 T-257 P .01/01 F-098

| U : b J A i N I  M A K Y  S  FR 0M :A K  M U N IC IP A L  LEAGUE

ALASKA 
MIJNICIPAI 

■  LFAGUE 217 Second Street. Suite 200 * Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Tel (907) 586-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.org

To: M a y o r  a n d  C o u n c il /A s se m b ly
&  M anager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 M un ic ipa l Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return A S A P

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cots could rise to tbe level o f attminatiou that would have 
serious financial impacts on every commnntty In the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already feeing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions o f municipalities, please take a few minutes to fill out thin survey.

Name ofResponden^/U A iC I O /J  / T / \  Title

Name o f Municipality

1. Is your community faoing economic downturn? No Yes X If yes, please discuss _ 
tho cause and extent

Jj UAJD /fl/j Jo i TL\ d  7̂  </S ^
C L s — A c  n  g f q A J x l c A j — k f - i J * ^  u h

(  J rv ft*  U  — & & /}  A & Z *  7 "  a  U P

2. Is your municipal govenunei^^scSof^strict antictpanc^ a bud^etj^ o S if i this /  . 
coming year? No Y e s jf t f  y^s, please discuss the cause and extent. jcT  / 3 />y \  /t~ /o j ,4ft Q

A -  r  J r S  T & r e -

Cl - C - c l S  — p £ L A ) d / / ^ t ^  C ^ f / z / ^ - e c  A

Jit-**----~tc>- /b/'nve<f-<> 4ln tsr*>. /oc-t7 /y
Cu 't 't h  J  ̂ X c  r ___________________________

P le a s e  F A X  T O  A M L  a t 9 0 7 -4 6 3 -5 4 8 0  A S A P
T h ank  Y o u !

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.org


C lT V  O F ALEKNAGIK 9 0 7 8 4 2 2 1 0 7
r c o .  i ' j . i . u r r m  n m o M i  niuni •_c v c

02/25/03 02:54em P.
nu, *tuu '. 1/ I

001

.TO: AL EKNAG I K FROM:AK M UNIC IPAL LEAGUE

ALASKA 
MUNI CI PAL 

■  If AGUE 217 Second Street, Suite 200 • Juneau, Alaska 99801

l An. i ' /  (  u n h  n  i i i  i i i /  \ / , n  « i / . »

Tel (907) 586-1325 * Fax (907) 463*5480 • www.akml.orfl

To: M ayor  and C ou n cil/A ssem b ly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return A S A P

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the lable” for 
cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination lhat would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to IochI governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take it few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent t c tA  Tide C \\v j  A~Avv tm

Name of Municipality c X

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Y e s I f  yes, please discuss
the cause and extent. __________________________________________

Ce>mme.fci*A V iaS  U V

^ \ t v \o i \  TcWrrvS Oii\& reAiCC-dl dm \a,v\< ^*-£t>r s A w o r v  

c\s\£. At? -fts ix . "B>r'iS'Vt>\ hfld S  (JvSAsVC
O i^r o t -  -VW* - A flp ro x i 3 (o

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this vV_N 
coming year? No Yes j^ tf yes, please discuss the cause and extent. ______________

~ T 1 IN jL *  C \ - V ^  S  S e ^ U v C ^ - ^  ,  S i l 4 \  C { £  U f Z L O ^ j  e ^ u i ( p r r \& v v V

5-^6-f\j\r -eSi' fc>occ\ VtftvA\r>^ b ^ r^ e>  s^ (0> \cc.; S y V ic .  P u . ^ ' 1

T \ e r  o \  < ^ e s  f  A n d  S n o o o  r c m n o Q a \ .  T e o ^ l t L .  < x c ^  a m U e .  + 0

p r U A  - 4 r j \ e \ r  W A l s  i / ^ y M v  - W e -  O a V l ' i  . A f f  r o x t  r n A e W  & 3 ^ / ° ° 0  

vV\ /Vex-oojrcV^ Re.ex. Vo<pt,bAe- d  V"'ATyJ C^mTT 
P lea se  F A X  T O  A M L  at 907-463  5480 A SA P  
Thank You!

Member ol the National League ot Cities and Ihe National Association ol Counties

http://www.akml.orfl


• rJFeb.25. 2003’ 3:43PM "'CITY OF HOONAH 907 945 3445 
_ T  u : m u u n m  n —

A L A S K A
M U N IC IP A L

■  LEAGUE

C i c h l c i >

r DAii * iN 0 • 3 0 9 2; p . ,P • I.r,|.r 
FRO M :An i* iu r n i / iP r tL  u lA G U l

217 Second Street, Suite 200 • Juneau, Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 586-1325 ■ Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.org

To: M a y o r  a n d  C o u n c il /A s s e m b ly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24, 2003

Re: 2003 M un ic ipa l FiscaJ Conditions Survey — Please return A S A P

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for 
cuts now in the G o v e r n o r ’ s budget. Cuts could rise to the level o f elimination that-would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent A l f  R. ( W i n d y )  S k a f l e s t a d  Title M a y o r ___________

Nunc ofMunicipah'w c itr °£ H°°nah' Ala3ka
1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No__Yes.^_ If yes, please discuss 

the cause and extent.____________________________________________________

SEE  ATTACHMENT

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No YesX_ If yes. please discuss the cause and extent. _____________

SEE ATTACHMENT

P le a s e  F A X  T O  A M L  at 9 0 7 -4 6 3 -5 4 8 0  A S A P
T h an k  Y ou !

Member of the National League ol Cities and the National Association of Counties 
Received Time Feb.25. I *• 15PM

http://www.akml.org


Feb. 25. 2003 3:43PM C lfY  OF HOONAH 907 945 3445 N o .3092 P.

1. Hoonah is small Tlingit Village which has primarily relied on the seasonal industries 
of timber and fishing. As you arc aware, both of these industries have taken a severe 
downturn. We are struggling to obtain what benefits are available from them, plus 
searching for other economic possibilities. Commercial businesses arc required to pay 
approximately 37 cent per kilowatt hour, a big detriment to encourage more and new 
business to broaden our economic base.

2. With the closure of Glacier Bay, the reduction in timber and fishing the City has 
experienced losses in both fish tax and sales tax. The decrease of timber and fishi"" also 
causes a drop in student enrollment which lowers funds. Additional, what funds the City 
has managed to set aside to assist us through this difficult period has been severely 
effected, by a low return on those investments, particularly after the September 11th 
crisis. During all this the cost of living continues to increase, affecting the City’s expense 
budget as we continue with operation maintenance and safety issues.



C I T Y  O F  A N G O O N ________________________________ _ _ ________________________________ _ _

BO. BOX 189 • ANGOON, ALASKA 99820 • (907) 788-3653 .  FAX (907) 788-3821

F E 8 - 2 S - 0 3  15 > 4 2 FROM. ID' P A C K  2/2

To: Kevin Ritchie, Kxecutive Director

From: Walter Jack. Mayor 
City of Angoon

Date: February 25, 2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey

Name of Respondent: Walter Jack Title: Mayor

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No  Yes x_ If yes, please
discuss the cause and extent. Angoon lacks an economic base, therefore, cannot offer any 
job opportunities to community members. Although fishing has been the historic 
economic base for years, that area is experiencing a decline due to the low prices and lack 
of market. A domestic market could be a part of the solut ion, with community-based 
sales in all local stores through-out Alaska.

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this
coming year? No Ycs_x_ If yes, picase discuss the cause and extent. We seem to
be getting more unfunded mandates on facilities owned and operated by municipalities, 
ie., water and bcwcr plants with a more stringent regulation, which means more 
monitoring. I lomeland security, more hours lor departments with-oul the necessaiy 
funding. Whether a police department or VPSO program, I recommended to establish an 
endowment fund.



02-28-2003 12:00pm From-Ci ty  of Larsen Bay

- T O : L A R S E N  B A Y

217 Second Street, C.ilte 200 ♦ Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Tel (907) 586-1325 ■ Fax (907) 463*5480 • www.akml.urg ~ ~

907-847-2239 T-546 P .001/001 F-547

FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

To; M a y o r  a i;d  C o u n c il /A s se m b ly
&  M anager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: K evin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24 ,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return ASAP

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level o f elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions o f municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent A H & k )  P r ^ L ) n / ^ A . Y O  £ £  iv - .  Title

Name o f Municipality C't!y oF Lo^vscO

1. Is your com m unity facing an economic downturn? No Ycs^Y I f  yes, please discuss
the cause and extent. M u  to ' i r . i p f k !  fy o rw /v  s + a J ' t .  d  ju ' i u ' / s h  ^

Cc\ / J M . e y u  u  o~f f  j j / y h e A T  ^ r / V - e .  Q - f u  e> / a .h *L

J /   A  1 1 H e s t .  p  I  m i  <2k - o v x ^ j n r v  r r J  e  ) x )  k  o u /  - / j j ^
c

M jj. i u p a J i  ' t y .  c a p d u . a i i  9 P .r o  ic e .s  4 n  + 1 ?

2. Is your m unicipal governm ent or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
com ing year? No Y es}£ I f  yes, please discuss the cause and extent. L&-C.U. o F

/

I T \ ' A  T c ^ y  t U  j \ < L  Cj q " w \ m  \ j  m  ^ j  /  C o Y d o x p o t J  P C B j  

p *  I to ^ gy^Uev* r  __________________

O

P le a s e  F A X  T O  A M L  a t 9 0 7 -4 6 3 -5 4 8 0  A S A P  
T h an k  Y o u !

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.urg


k i t l i ?M Second Street, Suite 200 * Juneau, Alaska 99001
Tel (907) $86-1325 • Fat (907) 463-5400 • www.akml.orfl

To: M a y o r  an d  C ou n cil/A ssem b ly
&  Manager/Finance Dircctor/Clcrk ,

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director ; ,  T” Q A  fri\ ~1
Dale: Febniaiy24,2003

Rc: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Pleas* return A S A P

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “oa the table” for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to thz level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of lire fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, a ML would like to present the Governor with infonnation on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent. OifllfcPvM & (Vj _TiiIe

Name of Municipality _

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No YcsX If vcs. please discuss
the cause and extent._____________ _________________________________ _

% f  X  g .A .p \c < tA g  F t i b ' c v ' y  c l i s A ^ r / g “f h  q a j - e  j  / v

f h x  C o i j > t  & t c / n s  f b  L v y j t / j  - X  K O  L b r n f l u v j i y

m i , v r C i ^ c K t ^ J  c ^  p a c k e r /  C v C/c l  l l ^ y c

O l L f y ? -  ± 0 0 6  -  0 1  A ^ -d  ZOO ^ w / V / s b i  c j a l / d ^

* f r h  y ^ ^ p S V v e f e  o t & M M i c i p a S ^ b u ^ S  /  .

coming year? No_ Ycsj£ If yes. please discuss the cause and extent. 1 >oCO^O v-
- f l  r J  -  * , . TK> o f ' MJ/U,.  1 ■■* V * t : v / i I  rs

 sL_£____________Z M p l o y  M r Z f  /•>  / ? /

h c t r w l  . C o m ^ a / i V y  / P r j e c f r v l  £ * /< :  7 x ix  / A / C r c ~ u ±

3  f 'o  S %  U A /p f lir l  W / S  C / ^ / d  7 7 /  0 0  £>

P lease  F A X  T O  A M L  at 907-463 -5480  A SA P  -  / \ s  /v * /*  r Z « * t h J e

T h a n k  Y o u .  T ^ x .  7 o  £ 1  c m j k t u J ' <  k e y  ( f t V U ^  S > h a r / A J Q

i f  t o r / /  C o $ /  A 7 0 R .C  f r - h  r h x  ^ n d i ,

Memcer or tne National League ot Cities and the National Association ot Counties

\ \ 0 l v \  V Y \o o t^
C o b ) / y | c t o u i j C ,  / ,  O A c u h L> e r £  ~

9 2 6  I -G V G -Z .O S u o T O B JO S T U tu ip u  R l  13 * G G « IT  GO 82

http://www.akml.orfl
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'lb. 2UU'j I: Id KM ALASKA MUNI LtABUt
■----- I E[▲y l ALASKA 

J  MUNICIPAL
g m  l e a g u e

>l/r/.s/t( (  aitfi.1 c va r (»/\!>t\<>r.'

;542 2194 « 1/
inu. m u  r. i/ i

FROM:AK MUNICIPAL LEAGUE

i.

217 Second Street, Suite 200 * Juneau, Alaska 99801 

Tel (907) 586-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 * www.akml.Ofg

To: M a y o r  a n d  C o u n c il/A sse m b ly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 M un ic ipa l Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return A S A P

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are "on the table” for 
cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent _______ Title o h

Name of Municipality/ 0 d h  ^

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes^  If yes, plf ase discuss
the cause at.-, extent, y t  jl L . sAh

U x..uJl reLtfdz.<UL-t&dk, 
T k *  u k i j & x  Y '  X - p j i j S S  { t y r y u d  .

k ) c  . o r t .  fiib r e x i_ A ~ u  ^  x / y \ *  f  b - K

r U f e  a  7

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Y es^ If yes, please discuss the cause and extent.

Q ^ j? X jr c l- U ^  c *   h c C O M k ^ P  U i e  S / S * - ___

/̂UiLSAk̂ -Qŷ /j /r?̂ yy-e Li rtszzch- /de. Su&fi

r & s t .

P le a se  F A X  T O  A M L  a t 9 0 7 -4 6 3 -5 4 8 0  A S A P
T hank  You!

Member ot Ihe National League ol Cities and the National Association ol Counties

http://www.akml.Ofg


02/28/2003 15:35 9078954375*£5.25.2005 i :34PV ALASKA WJM LEAGLE 
- T O : D E L T A  J U N C T I O N

DELTA JCT ALASKA PAGE 01
NO. 4 6 ;-5  P. ! / l  

FKOM A< V ls : C ! P A L le a g u e

217 Second Street. Suite 200 * Juneau. Alaska 99601_
Tel (907)586-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • WK»w.Bkml.org

To; M a y o r  and C ou n cil/A ssem b ly
A  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 2A, 2003

Re: 2003 Municipal FUcal Condition! Survey -  Pleaie return A S A P

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are ‘‘on the table’'  for 
cuts new in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of ettmlnitlon that woild have 
various financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with infonnation on the 
fiscal condition! of muniginalities. Please ‘ike a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Responds fm rjU A ljM Li Title O.cLtj d(j?Ac-

Name of Municipality u n d c u m

l . Is your community facing an economic downturn? No V Yes If yes. please discuss
the cause and extent. ’  _____________ / _ _____ ________________

2. I) your municipal govemrnent/MflHP^VPHfanticipaiing a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No^lYcs If yes, please discuss the cause and eoctent. ____________

P lea se  F A X  T O  A M L  at 907-463-548G  A S A P  
Thank You!

Memoer of tr.a National League of Otw« and tne National Association of Counties
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FEB. 25.2003 3: 14PM

C I T Y  OF RUBY

ALASKA MUNI LEAGUE

j  : kki
. I /»/*/»»# ( i Hi Ik' i / ’t i  u l

NO. 4 6 4 5  P. I / I  

FROM:AK M U N IC IP A L LEAGUE

9 0 7 - 4 6 8 - 4 4 4 3 p .  l

217 Second Slraat, Suite 200 > Juneau. Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 586-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5460 • vww.akml.org

To: M a y o r  an d  C o u n cil/A ssem b ly
&  Manager/Finance D irector/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24, 2003

Rc: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Condirions Survey -  Please return AS A P

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are "on Ibe table” for 
cuts now in the Governor's budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor wilh information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent Tucy Williamson_____________ Title City Clerk./Treas

Name of Municipality City o f Ruby___________

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes_̂ _ If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent. There i s  no revenue generation that would_____support a city. State assistance is critical to providing 
basic municipal services at a minimal level.________________
School losing population, a ll basic services are increasing in 
costs (insurance, fuel, etc), I . I

 M-X±i mlduh .

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Ycs_X Iryes, please discuss the cause and extent. Increases

in basic insurance for the City, increased fuel costs,
increased transportation costs, etc a ll lend to larger expenditures,
less revenue. School (YKSD) has serious financial challenges, and
as student population decreases (students going to charter school, etc) Ruby faces the possibility of losing its school and ultimately i ts population.

P lea se  F A X  T O  A M L  at 907-463-5480  A SA P
Thank You!

M em ber ol the  National L eague ol Cities and  the National Association ol Counlies
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217 Secortf Street, Suite 200 » Juneau. Alaska 9960.1.
Tel (907) 588-1325 • F a* (907) 463-5460  ■ www.akm l.orQ

To: M ayor and C ouncil/A ssem bly
&  Manager/Finacca Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiical Condition! Survei -  Please return A S a P

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “ o a  the ta b le "  f o r  
cu ts  new  in the Governor’s budget. C u t*  c o u ld  r ls t  to  th e  le ve l o f  ( U m l iu r io i t  th a t  w o u ld  h a ve  
se riou s  f in a n c ia l Im p a c ts  oa every  c o m m u n ity  in  the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal criaes already facing many 
communities. Therefore, A.ML would like to present the G o v e rn o r  w i th  in fo rm a t io n  oa th a  
f is c a l c o n d itio n s  o f  m u n ic ip a l iU t t .  Please take a few minutes to f.ll out this survey.

Name of Respondent H arold L. iv a n o ff____________ Title A d m in i s t r a to r /C le rk

Name of Municipality C ity  of A toasuk________

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No_X Yes  If ye6, plesise discus*
th e  cause  and e x te n t. H o w e v e r ,  a n y  c u t s  w i l l  - j e o p a r d i z e  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y

o f  any lo c a l  governm ent . to  a com m unity b o th  in

s e r v i c e  a n d  l e a d e r s h i p .

2. Is your niunicipal^ovemment or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
corning year? NojcYes_X.If yes, plcaae diicuss the cause and extent. _____________

T h e  N SB  SCHOOL D I S T R I C T  h a s  b e e n  c u t t i n g  i t s  b u d g e t  f o r  t h e  p a a t  

t h r e e  y e a r s  d u e  t o  t h e  NSB g o v e r n m e n t s  d i r e c t i v e s .

Please F A X  TO  A M L  at 907^63*5480 A SA P
Thank You!

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.orQ
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217 Second Street, Suite 200 • Juneau. Alaska 99801 
Tel (907) 58 5 -1325  . F ax  (907) <163-5480 • w v w .a k o il.o rg

To: M a y o r  and C ou n cil/A ssem b ly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kovin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return AS A P

Municipal r«v#nuo shoring and other programs to support municipalities are uoa. the table” For 
cute now in the Coventor's budget Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already feeing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name o f Respondent ^ r? /t ' 1 ^ A X U b - j  1 Title M M i n d

Name of Municipality C Ac/ 13 Ay______
1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes y  If yes, please discuss

the cause and extent, f c /jr l  p r i v ^ T S  U. u~ trp >  ^

-fck ic , r a - . ' s f s  H *  f t / f i V s  L r l f l r f f g < j

•A- yir-frA. R e J u c M jv  K nS^ H-XlS t r t s i .  si-a J-jf y f i n f s  f>,;h
L v L r* . Cab'h OKS Ois<L f tr s f f iy y A , L, ?*, p y ft

loc-A-i i'V«-niT
2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Yes^Clr yes. please discuss the cause and extent, f ^ h n h ^ l

**> jQ O , 0 0 0  ^  g  r ^ > ) ± C L ' * s r / L / t  u j  A V d  u f  I I . _____________________________

P lea se  F A X  T O  A M L  at 907-463-5480  A SA P
Thank You!

Memoer of the National League of Cities and me National Association ol Counties
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FROM':AK MUNICIPAL LtAb'Ut

217 Second Street, Suite 200 - Juneau, Alaska 99801
Tel (907) 580-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.aknil.org

To: M a y o r  a n d  C o u n c il/A sse m b ly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fisc'll Condition* Survey -  Please return ASA?

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every comrannity in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local govemmcr .ts and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would lil t to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipality. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent \JcC l j  Ij J i LU Title I

Name of Municipality CLsrVti.

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes f If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent. U c t< %  J d /y > /^b  s

'& * > & £ & *  j'A J z U ts & z J  -6  M 2 a .fl± r U £ tL ) L fJ c L ld r z j/

________________________________________

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Yes^/ If yes, please discuss the cause and extent. // Js 1

I'peejtb'-oq -  / j o s u e / b u e j z ^ o t > ' Q c S ^ < a ^ < g ^ .  teiatcc/

Cost, ^psfy'cujcb ~io jt&yo pî i&to 

\i XJckftt cbxa- *shx.Q) Cu/»bejiZJbzrfle~cL. a&££L /£&fl~>£a£zd

7 ^ ^  -  l e.Abz<ob. - uje.'ue- ov£ Idtsu)

P le a s e  F A X  T O  A M L  a t 9 0 7 -4 6 3 -5 4 8 0  A S A P  -
T h a n k  Y o u !  ( j ^  a / t s  /X c la /U l  -

~ fc )u l5  / = /  cO O LO  Itic fc L s '̂ J tL rU  •

Member of the National League of Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.aknil.org
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To: M a y o r  an d  C ou n cil/A ssem b ly
&  M aiiagftr/FlnaaccD lrector/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February' IA, 2003

Re: 2003 M unicipal Fiscal Conditions Survey-P lease return  ASa P

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table'’ for 
cuts now in die Governor's budget. Curs could rise to (he level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities Therefore, AML would like to present the Covcruor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few mir.utes to fill out this survey.

T i t l e C r f y  M a n a g e r

Name o f Municipality F b lfT  V O l& hj QcKf Op

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Yes_vf If yes. please discuss
the cause and extent. __________________________________________

Our Qommnunify is ruY'ftLi we ose, in The, later.
Luocter/ffeiygr s y s t e m . . .  l h i s  w s r  n o t ~  G o t  a + ' i h i ' s  state Q J  

we wc>̂ & not be able Qornplgje pt&jrarn
A\So -fb r - f u r t h e r  b u i i d i r x f  c o n r e i r n f n a  't^hSpoW p-to^

IS d e t e r m e n t  P  o c r  c o s t  & P  J
I IZ Y C2. js your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall tliis 

coming year? No Yes r i f  yes, please discuss the cause and extent. ___________

[ \  a p p e a r s  '\b o &  o u r  l O f l q L ,  r ' l i ^ i o n a j L —  V u k o t ^  P [ a £ s S c h c p [  b f t ' t f i t r

is Outs oP 543,4#?. t tohveh means 3 heachevs Lodi
n o - K  b e  r e f w n i V g ,  c l a s s e s  a f t e t y v *  b  h a r e - f o  b e  o s m ^ h s d t  

m a^lg  Terete. Our cost e>P is xz of urba/ 
areas j'+c Keep up httah stoihrtairds, rural ocmmurH'fteS co\\MfPlease FAX TO AML at 907-463-5480 ASAP 

Thank You!
^lttvvV  ̂ h3i"fh O-lf'tS,

Member ot tne National League ol Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.org


MAR-04-2003 TUE 05:57 PM FROM:CITY OF NOME FAX:907 443 5349 PAGE

To: M a y o r  a n d  C o u n c il /A s s e m b ly
&  Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: Februaty 24,2003

Re: 2003 M un ic ipa l F iscal C ond itions Survey  -  Please re tu rn  A SA P

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on the table” fo r 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget; Cuts could rise to the level of elimination tha t would have 
serious financial impacts on avery com munity in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the G overnor with inform ation on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent K L  KO Title C i-p-j .

Name of Municipality

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? N o Y e s  -I^yes  ̂please discuss
the cause and extent. t*

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Yes X  If yes, please discuss the cause and extent.

4 * L s r f  t l f a h r i d ’ i i  (W t)lM  U j JL-* ^  W>~U

j W t - A t e c L _____________________________________________

P le ? s e  F A X  T O  A M L  a t  9 0 7 -4 6 3 -5 4 8 0  A S A P

T h a n k - ¥ o r r t    -
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CITY O F  
U N A L A K L E E T BOX 2 8

UNALAKLEET . ALASKA 
0 6 0 3 4  

( 9 0 7 )  6 2 4 - 3 6 3 1  
FAX ( 0 0 7 )  6 2 4 - 3 1 3 0

March 4, 2003
The Honorable Donald C. Olson Alaska State Senate State Capitol Room 510Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182
RE: Revenue Sharing/Safe Communities Funding
Dear Senator Olson,
As the time nears for Governor Murkowski to unveil his proposed FY04 operating budget, stories of reduced funding to municipalities have begun to circulate naturally causing concern to the communities within the State and in your region including Unalakleet
With the spot market of oil prices just out of sight, our community and all who are so dependent upon bulk fuel shipments, this item alone will have a devastating impact upon our FY04 Budget In fact Yukon Fuel is hesitant in providing the City of Unalakleet with a quote so we can submit our annual bulk fuel revolving loan fund application. Just this single item will have a major impact upon the City from reduced heating consumption which in turn results in lower sales tax revenues which In turn results is less operating revenue for police, streets, library and building maintenance.
Last year our insurance costs went up 66% and premiums are scheduled for another 10% to 20% increase again this year. The cost of providing insurance other than Workers Compensation is making communities to think twice of carrying any coverage at all. In fact, the philosophy is that if the water plant or electric plant is destroyed by fire, an emergency exists and the State will build a new one for us. The same holds true in differing maintenance until it is inoperable and an emergency exists.
We struggle to provide our citizens with the basics within the limited resources available. The continued erosion of State Shared Revenues has caused the City Council to reflect upon hard choices of what is important in maintaining the quality of life in cur community within a limited income. We have been diligent in collecting utility payments with over 60% paying in full every month. Collection of sales tax, alcohol lix and bed tax is current with all the vendors. Yet we live hand to mouth.
With the large increase in operating costs looming in our FY04 Budget, we can ill afford any reduction is State Shared revenues. Current State mandated requirements such as having two (2) certified water plant operators for wages and fringe benefits alone results in nearly 10% of the total operating budget. Without the operators, we are in non-compliance.



. 03/04/03 TUE 17:20 FAX 9076243130 ig] 002

When the issue of reducing or eliminating State Shared Revenues is discussed or even voted upon, consideration of the long-term impact upon the local communities should be paramount in the deliberations. Municipalities have taken more than their fair share of reduced revenues in the past ten to fifteen years and we continue to be the ‘fall guy" when It comes to reducing State spending.
The City of Unalakleet asks that you seriously look upon the impact of reduced State Shared revenues to the communities within your election district, but the entire State as well.
Should you have any questions please feel free to contact me.

Heniyivanoff, Sr. Mayor
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217 Second Street, Suite 200 * Juneau. Alaska 99601
Tel (907) 586-1325 - Fax (907) 463-5400 • www.atLml.orB

To: M a y o r  and C ouncil/A ssem bly
&  M anager/Finance Director/Clerk 

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Rc: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return A S A P

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “on Ihe table1'  for 
cuts now in 'he Governor's budget. Cats coaid rise to the level of elimination that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name o f Respondent , .   Title C .tV y  d d f> 7 /'n  /k  -

Name o f Municipality / ' / { / ' S i t  _______________

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No Y es j^ /lf  yes, plense discuss
the cause and extent.______________________________________________________

m t f - l u  p / / ? V w  r /p ?  /

— J eo fa yJ g .__'J&  jo  L L p  MLfc/z k }. ______

s V  /  .

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Y e s j/lfy e s , please discuss the cause and extent. ________________

J r.- \ !j£  r~f \ . a c r t X , V1 k a A i ’ ^  LS n t  c '  ' j~  C o r/ C  K .
r  J  , fl i ^  / /  m  * > ,

~ i-  t ' Z / Y W  , ^ s L a  i - G - . .  7  A t * - f  s - 'A j I

P lea se  F A X  T O  A M L  at 907-463-5480  A S A P
Thank You!

Member of the National League ot Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.atLml.orB
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FROM: A< ( / IN !C l  PAL LEAGUE

217 Second Street. Suite 200 • Juneau, Alaska 68801
Tel (907) 538-1325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.org

To: M a y o r  an d  C ou n cil/A ssem b ly
&. M aaager/Finuce Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director 
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 Municipal Fiscal Conditions Survey -  Please return A S A P

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities are “oh Ibe table'* for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the leva! of ettminarfon that would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in tha state. Such cuts could be especially 
devastating to local governments and oconomies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like no present: the Governor with information on the 
fiscal conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this sun :y.

'e ft*Name of Respondent

Name of Municipality . B e l t  K t-G X A A s l>  e r  £

I. Is your community facing an economic downturn? Noj^Yes  I f  yes, please discuss
the cause and e x te n t .__________

Fa
IA J  T~ £~ /)  /n  t c- /  <g S  ^ c / C g  B A  J -*  v e g / aJ o

A n  A ) ~7~ T  ^ / g -  h l& L * J  P /h S cJ \ fi-i iss / - ' / . _________

2. Is yo'jr municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming ŷ ar? No VesX If yes, pleaseHlscussthc cause, and extent.____________

~77y f r t d  a7/ e Z /  P P r C t - r - y  o  AZ- A JO  /W-Pi ~ ~T (£L

'T 'j <g//7- r /V €  g € A r. /g- o  P<ZS2.A-r<. c  s j  A ~r

\j n n ,  " 7 / v c y  ? s ^ + / o c , c -  n J / p Q c P , A c >  l -  y  

* / s o / L - r  T i t J ' r -  - r ^ g / g g r  j s a c r  s

P lea se  F A X  T O  A M L  at 907-463-5480  A SA P
Thank You!

Member ot tha National league of Cities and ’.no National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.org
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C I T Y  O F  B E T H E L
P.O. Box 368 Bethel, Alaska 99559 

907-543-2297 
FAX U 543-4171

Alaska Municipal League 
Kevin Ritchie
217 Second Street, Suite 200 
Juneau, AK. 99801

Dear Mr. Ritchie,

In response to your 2003 Municipal Fiscal Condition Survey, please see below. Our 
community fiscal picture is moving from gray to black due to the unknowns (war with 
Iraq, state/federal funding, oil prices, etc.). It will be a wild ride and until the community 
gets around some comers, we will not know the direction Bethel’s community is heading. 
However, a silver lining (jobs) is coming over the horizon which will help develop the 
community within eighteen months to two years with the building of the Yuut 
Elitnaurviat-People's Learning Center, Inc. The City of Bethel has already been 
hammered with deficit spending (need City water/sewer rate increases, developing new 
City revenue streams, etc.).

1. Bethel’s communily is at a cross-road that could go either way. On one hand, the 
community will incur growth ?nd development due to the recently approved City 
Ordinance #02-33 authorizing the disposal of a donated 10.3 acre parcel to build the 
Yuut Elitnaurviat-People's Learning Center, Inc; Some major businesses have 
donated money and time as well. This will create jobs within eighteen months to two 
years. On the other hand, if war with Iraq comes about, this coul 1 hurt our 
community. Approximately fifty percent of jobs arc state and federal funded.
Possible cut backs from the state and federal government could have a major impact 
with people losing their jobs.

2. City budget shortfall of $467,000 has already happened as of February 2003 (fiscal 
year end is June 2003). This trend could increase up to -$700,000. The City requires 
additional revenue for the Water, Sewer and Sanitation fund. Over the past five years 
revenue has slowly declined. The latest rate increase was in April 2001 for an 
adjustment of 20 percent. The rate increase had no effect in slowing the losses. An 
additional rate analysis will be reviewed this year. Also, the City is reviewing 
additional revenue streams, such as, a City owned liquor store, increase in sales tax or 
establishment of a property tax.

Sincerely yours,

R obe rt B . Strahan

“ D e e p  S e a  P o r t  a n d  T r a n s p o r ta t io n  C e n te r  o f  th e  K u s k o k w im  "
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FROM:AK M U N IC IP A L  LEAGUE

217 Second Street, Suite 200 • Juneau, Alaska 99801 Tel (907) 586.ri325 • Fax (907) 463-5480 • www.akml.org

To: M a y o r  an d  C o u n c il/A ssem b ly
& Manager/Finance Director/Clerk

From: Kevin Ritchie, Executive Director ,
Date: February 24,2003

Re: 2003 M un ic ipa l Fiscal Conditions S u rv e y -  Please re tu rn  A S A P

Municipal revenue sharing and other programs to support municipalities axe “on the table” for 
cuts now in the Governor’s budget. Cuts could rise to the level of elimination tha t would have 
serious financial impacts on every community in the state. Such cutB could be especially 
devastating to local governments and economies on top of the fiscal crises already facing many 
communities. Therefore, AML would like to present the Governor with information on the 
fiscal Conditions of municipalities. Please take a few minutes to fill out this survey.

Name of Respondent &• S h r& b *  Title f i n * *  ce- h i r ^ c ^ '

Name of Municipality

1. Is your community facing an economic downturn? No YesJ^If yes, please discuss
the cause and extent.___________  _____________

2. Is your municipal government or school district anticipating a budget shortfall this 
coming year? No Yes l"Tf yes, please discuss the cause and extent. _____________

P le a se  F A X  T O  A M L  at 9 0 7 -4 6 3 -5 4 8 0  A S A P
Thank You!

Member of the National League ol Cities and the National Association of Counties

http://www.akml.org
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The Honorable Senator Gary Wilken 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK

Paul Bryner 
626 “N” Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501

17 April 2003

Dear Senator Wilken,

I am a teacher with the Anchorage Literacy Project. I work overtime to help 
teach undereducated and developmentally disabled adults who are starting to 
learn English from the ground levei. I also help coordinate the many volunteers 
who give generously of their time to help strengthen our program. The 
Anchorage Literacy Project uses money from the Human Services Matching 
Grant to pay four part time staff members to coordinate almost two hundred 
volunteers. These two hundred volunteers in turn provide services for a thousand 
adult students in need. This program exemplifies the sort of volunteerism that the 
Governor has called for this year. If the Human Services Matching Grant is cut, 
as has been proposed, Alaska voters will recognize that the Senate is taking 
shortcuts and easy solutions, using alarmist, gloom-and-doom rhetoric to justify 
cuts which will do nothing but hurt our state.

Basic Literacy training is the most cost effective human service this state 
provides. I would urge you to review the materials I have enclosed in order to 
confirm that this is the case. Having a more literate adult population reduces the 
number of dependants on the state. It reduces the crime rate and reduces 
medical costs incurred by those incapable of reading simple medical instructions. 
No one could argue that these are not basic state needs. Through running our 
volunteer program, we work hard to minimize costs, to recruit, train, and support 
those who have an undeniable commitment to keeping this state great.

The bottom line is: if the HSMG is cut, hundreds of undereducated adults will 
have no alternative to illiteracy do you, personally, think this is a desirable, 
responsible option? Will your constituents think so?

The House Finance Committee saw fit, after an intensive review process, to 
restore HSMG funding in full. I hope that the Senate Committe will confirm the 
wisdom of this decision.

4 o 5  u 1 f t
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A L P  F a c t  S h e e t  

F Y  2 0 0 3

WHO: Anchorage Literacy Project is a private nonprofit community based organization serving the 
undereducated and new English language learners for over 27 years. We have a staff of 11.1 and are 
governed by a Board of Directors.

WHAT: Mission: Changing Lives Through Literacy 
Goals:

• CollabomeWtfroiner agencies to better serve the needs of adult learners
• Promote community awareness of literacy issues

W H E R E : Main site is 1345 Rudakof; uccupy 11 condo units, over 10,000 sq. fl. of office and classroom 
space. Other sites are Fairview Recreation Center, Success By 6, Chugach Manor, Senior Citizen Center 
and individual homes.

H O W : Tutor Training Workshops -  train 365 new tutors over the past 5 years

V olunteer P rogram : 153 active one-to-one tutors
4 Small Group Tutors 
18 Classroom Teachers 
14 Tutor trainers
189 Active Instructional Volunteers served 800 adults with 38,000 

instructional hours 
53 countries, predominant languages -  Spanish, Korean, Laotian, Thai

^■nteer.instructors do 66% of the teaching. The remainder is done by grant funded program

M ulti-Sensory  In s tru c tio n : 239 adults taught by two staff teachers, nationally recognized program for 
beginning level readers

IM PA C T  Fam ily L iteracy  P ro g ram : served 150 family members, parents and children with 
comprehensive literacy and parent education.

Average yearly number of classes offered by ALP, on and off site is 40.

Budget: Approximately $500,000
322.000 from federal, state, municipality grants
130.000 from United Way of Anchorage 20%  of to ta l
100.000 from contracts, fundraising, individual, group and corporate 

contributions
In-kind con trib u tio n s: $1,177,417 L abor, goods, and  services
Total B udget $2,169,417
United Way funds are critical to ALP’s success because they are unrestricted dollars. Wc pay our 
insurance, utility bills, building maintenance and other overhead administrative costs not allowed by grant 
funding wilh United Way dollars. Wc couldn’t do ^without them.



Anchorage Literacy Project
Y e a r - E n d  S u m m a r y  F Y / P Y  2 0 0 2

I N D I V I D U A L  P R O G R A M  D A T A
A H FC IM PA CT M SI M SI-E L V olunteer

B asic Students 2 0 239 0 12
ESL  Students 9 150 0 64 786
T o ta l  S tu d e n ts 11 1 5 0 2 3 9 6 4 7 9 8
T o ta l  H o u r s 6 6 8 8 ,4 0 4 9 ,6 5 5 1 ,1 1 6 3 7 ,9 6 1

H O U R S
A H FC 668
IM PA C T 8,404
M SI 9,655
M SI-E L 1,116
V olunteer 37,961
T o ta l  I n s tr u c t io n a l  H o u r s 5 7 ,8 0 4

S T U D E N T S
B asic Students 247
English  L iteracy Students 945
T o ta l  S tu d e n ts * 1,192

* This is an unduplicated num ber o f  students served by ALP, 
many o f  tbe students participated in more than one o f the 

individual programs offered.

V O L U N T E E R S
O ne-on-O ne Tutor 153
Small G roup Tutor 4
Class R oom  T eacher 18
T utor T rainer 14
^ b i f i i ^ ^ ir u c t i o n a i  V o lu n te e r s M 9



A n c h o r a g e  L ite r a c y  P r o je c t
P r o g r a m  C o m p a r is o n  F Y  1 9 9 5 — F Y  2 0 0 2

VOLUNTEER PROGRAM G R A N T  F U N D E D  P R O G R A M S Grand
FY TUTORING & ON-SITE CLASSES AHFC ATAP/JOBS MS CDBG IMPACT Total

FT PT BASIC ESL TOT HRSTOT STUDS HRS STUDS HRS STUDS HRS STUDS HRS STUDS HRS FAMILY MEM HRS STUDS
2002 X X 12 786 37,961 798 668 11 X X 9,655 239 1,116 64 8,404 150 57,804 1,192

2001 366 643 250 759 21,880 *■,009 634 16 X X 8,340 243 1,589 57 8,043 115 40,486 1,440

200C 441 360 76 725 22,822 801 713 20 X X 7,156 200 3,938 88 5,454 55 38,356 1,146

1999 423 258 124 557 22,754 681 371 25 1,028 26 5,459 99 4,891 72 NO INFO 34,503 903

1998 393 240 116 517 20,696 633 591 43 3,366 35 2,974 56 2,760 23 NO INFO 30,387 790

1997 390 159 155 492 18,562 549 X X 5,696 37 976 26 X X NO INFO 25,479 647

1996 396 298 X X 22,166 694 1,177 53 5,746 51 X X X X NO INFO 29,089 789

1995 427 319 X X 25,274 746 1,653 46 5,379 42 X X X X NO INFO 37,969 991



A n c h o r a g e  L i t e r a c y  P r o j e c t

Tutor Comparison FY 1995--FY 2002

T U T O R S  T R A I N E D T R A I N E R S

FY . BASIC ESL BASIC/ESL TOTAL BASIC ESL TOTAL

2002 X X 57 57 5 9 14
2001 X X 94 94 204 6 8 14
2000 26 65 X 91 193 7 8 15
1999 29 26 X 55 173 6 10 16
1990 27 50 X 77 182 6 9 15
1997 28 57 X 85 152 6 9 15
1996 X X X X 186 X X 0
1995 X X X X 178 X X 0



Anchorage L ite ra cy  P ro ject

HSMG is one of three funding sources that support the Anchorage Literacy Project 
Volunteer Program.

United Way $53,000 36%

Total cost of
Volunteer Program $ 140,000

Total ALP budget $657,000 HSMG 7%

ALP Volunteers provided 63% of the total 57,804 instructional hours 

ALP Volunteers teach 66% of the total 1,192 adults served by the agency 

The cost per instructional hour for the Volunteer Program is $3.68.

United Way funds
cover tire administrative and overhead costs to provide literacy instruction to 800 adults. 
The stale Department of Labor/Adult Basic Education faces a 10% across the board cut in 
funding. It is assumed that this would decrease our grant by 10% but we do not know for 
sure how the ABE program administrators will apply the reductions.

Anchorage Literacy Project is a community based volunteer organization, committed to 
its mission of changing lives through literacy. The volunteer program is its volunteers 
and the people funded by these grants. ALP limits it service to the beginning level 
learner in collaboration with the other major adult education providers in the community. 
We refer all intermediate and advanced learners to Nine Star or the UAA Adult Learning 
Center. They in turn refer all beginning learners to ALP. We have done this in order to 
reduce the duplication of services and provide a continuum of educational opportunities 
for all adults.





A la s k a  A d u l t  E d u c a t io n  A s s o c ia t io n  

A  P ro fe s s io n a l O rg a n iz a t io n  f o r  A la s k a 's  A d u lt  E d u c a to rs  

M a r c h  2 0 0 3

A d u l t  B a s i c  E d u c a t i o n  I n f o r m a t i o n

Adult Basic Education (ABE) is a program that provides students with assistance in math, 
reading, and writing skills. Most students who enter our programs need to complete a high 
school diploma and/or improve their basic skills so they can enter the workforce or 
postsecondary education. ABE also teaches English to the immigrant population. GED stands for 
General Educational Development. A GED graduate is a student who has earned a high schoc I 
diploma by examination. Our adult education centers administer these exams.

Adult Basic Education is funded under Title II of the Workforce Investment Act. ABE programs 
have a direct connection to Alaska’s workforce development.

There are 18 agencies providing regional services and programs in Alaska. Many hubs serve 
remote villages whenever possible. Local area contacts include:

1. Nine Star Enterprises, Anchorage, David Alexander, 279-7827
2. Anchorage Literacy Project, Polly Smith, 337-1981
3. Alcutian-Pribilof Islands Association, Karen Gonne-Harrell, 222-4231
4. Alaska Department of Corrections, Roseann Munafo, 269-7416
5. lllisagvik College, Barrow, Barbara Struble, 852-1742
6. University o f Alaska, Kuskokwim Campus, Bethel, Kathy Hanson, 543-4570
7. University of Alaska, Bristol Bay Campus, Dillingham, Kim Govig, 842-3505
8. Adult Learning Programs of Alaska, Fairbanks, Traci Nero, 452-6434
9. Literacy Council of Alaska, Fairbanks, Mike Donaldson, 456-6212
10. University of Alaska/Kenai Peninsula College, Homer, Carol Swartz, 235-1656
11. Southeast Regional Resource Center, Juneau/SE, Carin Smolin, 586-5718
12. University of Alaska, Kodiak, John Mahoney, 486-1215
13. Alaska Technical Center, Kotzebue, Jerry Vick, 442-3733
14. Kawerak Inc., Nome, Ron Huffman, 443-4468
15. Prince William Sound College, Valdez, Angela Corcoran, 834-1671
16. Human Resources Company, Wasilla, Laura Kelley, 373-5872
17. Alaska Vocational Technical Center, Seward, Lisa Rininger, 224-4164
18. University of Alaska/Kenai Peninsula College, Soldotna, Diane Taylor, 262-0328

F a c ts

• In FY02, 8,795 students (5,272 full-time and 3,523 part-time) received 291,526 hours of 
direct instruction at a total cost of $7.66 per hour. This per hour figure includes expenditures 
for administrative overhead, teachers, and instructional materials. Of the full time students,

• 42% were 25-44 years of age
• 25% were 19-24 years of age
• 29% were Alaska Native or American Indian
• 67% were unemployed or not in the labor force



A la s k a  A d u l t  E d u c a t io n  A s s o c ia t io n  

A  P ro fe s s io n a l O rg a n iz a t io n  f o r  A la s k a ’s  A d u l t  E d u c a to rs  

M a r c h  2 0 0 3

• Because adult education program funding is so very low, only 10% of adults in need in 
Alaska are served by these programs.

• Within the 18 program grantees, there are only 54 full-time personnel. Most instruction is 
provided by 151 part-time staff. Often, this part-time money only pays for someone to teach 
2-6 hours per week for six or seven months. Adults with low basic skills learn and progress 
very little with such scanty help. They are not likely to be productive, wage earning Alaskans 
if they do not improve their skills. ABE programs help teach job search skills along with 
basic skills to prepare adults for employment and further education and training.

P r o g r a m  I m p a c t  o f  R e d u c t io n  in  G e n e r a l  F u n d
• For a program that pushes nearly all its money into direct instructional service, a reduction in 

general funds impacts the amount of direct instructional activities and GED testing services 
available to adult Alaskan students.

Thank you for your valued assistance.

Carin Sinolin, President, Alaska Adult Education Association 
Contact: SERRC-Alaska’s Educational Resource Center 

210 Ferry Way, Juneau, AK 99301 
work phone: 586-5718 email: carins@serrc.org

mailto:carins@serrc.org
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Talking Points:

A reduction means less students served. 10% less, and also reduction in hours that learning 
centers and testing centers are open.

We do a great service for so very little money. 10% reduction is equivalent to taking away two 
small grantees of our 18 regional programs that serve the entire state.

Most of the centers are open entry/exit with evening hours and weekends. Many are open year 
round.

Served $8,795 students last fiscal year who received 291,526 hours of direct instruction at a total 
cost of $7.66/hr.

There are 53,827 adults without a high school diploma in Alaska, 8% increase over 1990 census, 
which is 13 % of our population.

On average, 25% of high school diplomas issued in our state are GEDs.

4  io



"Partners in building community for all Alaskans..."

on 
Ccueloiimeiital Disabilities

Anril 15.2003
Anchorage, Alaska

To the Members of the Senate Committee,

Please accept this written correspondence as part of the record for my testimony 
on the DHSS section of the State of Alaska FY ’04 operating budget.

Our community association is alarmed at the depth and intensity of cuts to our 
base grant. If what we are told comes to fruition, the effects of the attached budgetary 
reductions dramatically eliminate critical services; significantly reduce core service 
plans; and eradicate any semblance of a safety net left in urban and rural Alaska.

We are justifiably proud of our long history of quality and excellence in service 
delivery in developmental disabilities. With the closure of all public and private 
institutions, community is all that we have left for thousands of our families who 
experience disabilities. Such reductions jeopardize the very foundations of our system 
and are a sure scenario for disaster in the very near future.

We ask your assistance in restoring at least 2.2 million dollars back into our base 
grants. Even with that level of restoration, if what we are told is accurate, there would 
still be in excess of two million dollars reduced from that BRU.

We are willing to take our fair share of cuts in such ambiguous fiscal times, but 
the amount of reductions now planned will serve no purpose but to injure and severely 
compromise the quality of life of so many of our most vulnerable and innocent citizens.

Thank you for your time and consideration of our most urgent plea for a 
reasonable restoration in the very heart of our Alaskan service delivery system for 
families and individuals who experience disabilities.

Respectfully,

Stephen P. Lesko 
President:
A k  ska Associa tion on 
Deve lopmenta l D isab ilitie s



Th e  Developm ental Disabilities Com m un ity  G ra n t B R U  
A n d  In fan t Learning Pro2 ram

• Recently, we have been infonned of the following reductions in the community DD base grant: 
($1,200,000 reduction)— from “unexpended” grant funds.
($1,000,000 reduction)— from non-direct community supports.

TOTAL reductions— $2,200,000 reduction
(T h is  e ffe c tiv e ly  e l im in a te s  a n y  s a fe ty  n e t a v a ila b le  to  c o m m u n ity  p ro g ra m s  a c ro s s  r u r a l  a n d  u rb a n  

A la s k a ;  o ffe rs  n o  f u n d in g  to  a n y  c r is is /e m e rg e n c y  s itu a t io n  th a t  m a y  o c c u r  d u r in g  th e  n e w f is c a l  y e a r ;  
a n d  e l im in a te s  c r i t i c a l  c o m p o n e n ts  o f  o u r  s e rv ic e  d e liv e ry  sys te m  th a t  h a v e  e ffe c tiv e ly  b een  in  p la c e  f o r  

o v e r  a  d e ca de .)

•  At a teleconference on 4/11/03, we were then informed of other reductions and/or alterations in the 
base grant structure:

($2,000,000+ reduction)— $450 reduced from every CORE services plan. The
remainder to come from reductions to providers in 
the base grant BRU.

(T h is  s e v e re ly  re d u c e s  m in im a l  s e rv ic e s  u n d e r  C O R E  je o p a rd iz in g  f a m i l ie s  a n d  e s ta b lis h e s  r e a l is t ic  

s c e n a r io s  f o r  c r is is ;  th e  re m a in d e r  o f  cu ts , c o u p le d  w ith  th e  a b o v e  m e n t io n e d  2 .2  m i l l io n  d o l la r  
re d u c t io n ,  re fle c ts  O V E R  a  2 0 %  d e c re a se  to  o u r  base g r a n t s ;  th is , in  tu r n ,  e l im in a te s  a l l  f l e x ib i l i t y  to  

a d d re s s  e m e rg e n c ie s  a n d  e ra d ic a te s  o u r  c o m m u n ity  s a fe ty  n e t )

•  Approximately 45 individuals now funded through the base grant would be re-fmanccd through 
Medicaid Waivers, effective July 1, 2003. Tliis amount, over $1,500,000 is already subtracted 
from the base grants

(U n le s s  th e re  a re  d ra m a t ic  c h a n g e s  in  th e  w a iv e r  sys tem , i t  is  im p o s s ib le  to  p ro c e s s  th is  t r a n s it io n  b e fo re  

J u ly  1 s t  W ith o u t  a  d o u b t, m a n y  a g e n c ie s  w i l l  N O T  b e  a b le  to  m a in ta in  a  s u f f ic ie n t  ca sh  f l o w  tn  

c o n t in u e  b u s in e ss .)

• For a majority of providers, millions of dollars are being transferred to hospitals for payment to 
agencies under the Pro-Share concept. This is effective in the fourth and final quarter of the 
current fiscal year.

(A lre a d y ' f k q u a r te r  p a y m e n ts  a re  la te  a n d  m a y  n o t  be  re c e iv e d  u n t i l  th e  e n d  o f A p r i l  e x a c e rb a t in g  a n  

a lre a d y  u n te n a b le  ca sh  f l o w  s itu a t io n . )

•  There is a likelihood of a Code-F in Medicaid Waiver billing before the end of FY ’03.
(A  c o d e -f s ta n d s  f o r  “ o u t  o f  m o n e y , w i l l  re im b u rs e  e a r ly  n e x t f i s c a l  y e a r .  C o u p le d  w ith  th e  r e f in a n . e 

s tra te g y , P ro -s h a re  p a y m e n ts , c u s to m a ry  ca sh  f l o w  c o n c e rn s  u n d e r  th e  }v a iv e r, t h is  is  a  t r u e  d is a s te r  

s c e n a r io  f o r  c o m m u n ity  p ro g ra m s . A l ig n e d  to  se ve re  b u d g e ta ry  re d u c t io n s ,  t h is  is  a  p la n  th a t  > v il! 

c u lm in a te  in  th e  e l im in a t io n  o f  s ig n i f ic a n t  l i fe l in e s  f o r  o u r  f a m i l ie s  a n d  d o e s  p la c e  o u r  c o m m u n ity  

a g e n c ie s  in  a  d ire c t  c o l l is io n  p a th  w ith  th e  in a b i l i t y  to  c o n t in u e  to  o p e ra te .)

• $250,000 has been eliminated from the BRU of our Infant Learning programs.
( T h is  re d u c t io n  f u r t h e r s  re s t ra in s  a s s is t in g  y o u n g  c h ild re n ,  a g e -  0 -3 , f r o m  r e c e iv in g  c r i t ic a l  e a r ly  

in te rv e n t io n  th a t  re d u c e s  th e  lo n g  te rm  c o s ts  in  th e  f u t u r e  I f  a n y th in g ,  m o re  c h i ld r e n  s h o u ld  b e  s e rv e d  

u n d e r  th is  f u n d in g  s tre a m  as a n  in v e s tm e n t in  b o th  o u r  c h i ld r e n  w h o  e x p e r ie n c e  d is a b U it ic s , A N D ,  in  

th e  b e s t in te re s ts  o f  f i s c a l  a c c o u n ta b il i ty . )
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F R A N K  H. M U R K O W S K I, G O V E R N O R
State of Alaska

Tuesday, April 15, 2003

The Honorable Senator Lyda Green, 
The Honorable Senator Gary Wilken, 
Senate Finance Committee 
State Capitol, Room 516 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senate Finance Committee

On behalf of the Governor’s Council on Disabilities and Special Education, I am 
requesting that the Senate Finance Committee restore $250,000 to the Early 
Intervention/Infant Learning Program (EI/ILP) and $2,158,300 to Developmental 
Disabilities (DD) community grants. Both of these programs provide essential services 
to Alaska residents and reduce costs over the long run. A small amount of money at the 
right time contains costs, forestalls crisis and/or prevents or reduces the need for more 
comprehensive services.

Alaska receives federal funding specifically to provide Part C early intervention services 
to children under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act, which requires that ail 
children potentially eligible for part C services be provided screening, assessment and 
evaluation services for the purpose of determining Part C eligibility. Part C law also lists 
those functions that must be carried out at public expense and for which parents may not 
be b:lled: these include core services (assessment and case management), child find 
activities, family service coordination, Individual Family Service Plan development and 
the implementation of procedural safeguards. These services must be maintained to 
remain compliant with federal law and Alaska statute.

Currently, 75 percent of all children enrolled in EI/ILP services qualify under Part C.
The remaining 25 percent of enrolled children experience developmental delays of 15 to 
49% and are at risk of delays. Part C funds and the majority of state general funds 
support the delivery of those required Part C services to children and families. A 
reduction of $250,000 means that approximately 60 infants and toddlers who experience 
developmental delays of 15 percent to 49 percent or who are at risk for delays will lose 
nee ed services.

Alaska has implemented a fee-for-service policy for those services that can be billed to 
third party payers and families; these services include physical, occupational and 
speech/language therapy. Additionally, a mechanism is being developed to use Medicaid

Creating Change That Improves The Lives O f People With Disabilities



funds to support the cost of early intervention services provided to Medicaid-eligible 
children (screening, special instruction and family service coordination) that are not 
reimbursable by other third party payers; 59 percent of all children enrolled in EI/ILP on 
December 31, 2002 qualified for Medicaid. Payment for other services by families who 
have “sufficient means” would require development and implementation of a fee 
schedule and guidance for its use.

The Governor’s proposed budget reduces DD community grants by approximately $2.2 
million. These cuts to base grants fall into two distinct categorie; 1) “reduction of 
underutilized grants” and 2) “elimination of non-habilkative grants.”

$1.2 million of DD community grants that have not been spent will be transferred to 
Medicaid to off iet costs of Home and Community Based Waiver Services. The State of 
Alaska has nol had a good system in place to regularly review and re-allocate unspent 
funds to communities with large numbers of people on the Wait List. This has resulted in 
people wailing longer to get needed services. The vast majority of these funds are used 
for low-cost services, which help contain Medicaid costs and ensure that Medicaid is a 
payer of last resort as required by federal law.

Approximately 25% of people on the Wait List who are eligible for DD services are not 
eligible for Medicaid Home and Community Based Waiver Services because they don’t 
1) meet income guidelines, 2) have a diagnosis of mental retardation, autism, cerebral 
palsy, epilepsy or related conditions and/or 3) need services once provided in institutions 
like Harborview Developmental Center. If these funds are transferred to Medicaid, 
individuals not eligible for the Waiver will have even less access to services and face 
discrimination based on funding eligibility.

The vast majority (79%) of persons on the Wait List are under age 22 and live at home 
, itn their parents; if these funds are used to increase supports in the family’s home with 
the flexibility to use them in ways unique to the family, the Wait List can be reduced at 
less cost to the State. General fund and Medicaid costs accelerate if families are no 
longer able to care for their family member with a developmental disability at home.

Almost $1.0 million of DD base grants will be reduced or eliminated because they are 
seen as having the least impact on maintaining programs that provide direct services to 
individuals and families. Although these services are not tied to specific individuals, they 
meet the needs of individuals and families who are waiting for services and help contain 
costs. Many of the programs fill gaps while individuals wait for services; for example, 
over the past 8 years, the Family Resource Project has provided ongoing long-term 
support to link over 643 families on the Wait List to generic services and faith-based 
services. Another program, Special Olympics has offered weekly sports programs that 
reduce or eliminate the need for respite services.

Initially the Department of Health and Human Services indicated there would be no 
reductions to the services currently being received by individuals and families. On 
Friday April the 11'\ the department announced there would be a reduction of $450.00 to



each Core Plan. As families only receive up to $3000.00 annually in services to meet a 
broad array of needs, this cut represents 15% reductions and will create a hard ship for 
many individuals and families.

While some programs may be able to supplant grant funds with other funding 
mechanisms, it lakes time to secure alternate sources of revenues. A one-year “hold 
harmless” period is needed to secure alternate funds and determine the mix of direct 
services and indirect supports that are required elements of any cost-effective system.

Thanks for providing me with the opportunity to provide input. Please feel free to 
contact the Council’s Executive Director, Millie Ryan or me at 269-8990 if you have any 
q estions.

Sincerely.

0/tAwdP.Gi**,
Arthur L.Walters, Chair
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For the record the following is a text of my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee on April 
15,2003.

Good evening Senator Green and members of the committee. My name is John Cannon, 1 live at 

3101 Whispering Woods Dr, Wasilla. I am strongly opposed to the 2,2 million dollars in 

reductions to Community Developmental Disabilities Grants that were in the Governor’s budget 

and in the operating budget recently passed by the house. These cuts are nol fair, go too deep 

and seriously jeopardize the safety net for many Alaskans with DD. Frankly, these cuts were 

hastily arrived at by the new administration after a superficial review of services in our stale.

Some of you were in the legislature when our state closed Harborview. The significance of that 

event for persons wilh DD cannot be over stated. With the closing of Harborview, Alaska made a 

promise to its citizens with developmental disabilities that never again will any Alaskan, because 

of his or her disability, be sent away from their families, their extended families, their friends, 

and their home communities. The closing of Haborview meant lhat Alaskans with 

developmental disabilities were finally welcomed into the family of Alaska. It is a shameful and 

sad time in Alaskan history when our Governor and our House of Representatives say to citizens 

with DD that Alaska is going to break that promise. It is a disgrace when 1300 Alaskans who arc 

waiting for needed services are told that the basic safety net of services will no longer be 

provided. In recent legislative sessions our State Senators have been the more reasonable voice 

of our legislature. Wilh a brand new administration and so many new faces in our House of 

Representatives Alaskans with developmental disabilities arc counting on the Senate’s 

experience and reasonableness, now, more than ever before. These reductions will cause serious 

harm lo Alaskans with DD and their families. It’s up to you senators to do the right thing. Don’t 

turn your back on this group of Alaskans. Restore the cuts to the community dd budget, Thank 

you.

Sincerely,
John Cannon 
376-6063
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Joh n  &  S h aron  C an n on
3101 Whispering Woods Dr. 

Wasilla, AK 99654 
(907) 376-6063 
zeke99(g)gci.iict

April 17,2003

Senator Lyda Green 
State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Thank you for taking time out of your incredibly busy schedule last week to return my call. I 
apologize for not being available when you called. The reason I wanted to speak with you is 
because I am gravely concerned about the current operating budget reductions to the Community 
Developmental Disabilities Granls. As stated in my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee 
on April 15th I strongly believe that these cuts will seriously compromise the safety net available 
to Alaskans with developmental disabilities and their families. All indications are that these cuts 
were arrived at by the new administration alter a superficial review, if any, of the Community 
Developmental Disabilities services in our state.

My vocation over the last 20 years has been to support Alaskans wilh Developmental Disabilities 
to Jive successfully in the community. I have personally witnessed how these funds have helped 
hundreds of individuals/families avert crisis and avoid more expensive services such as those 
funded by Medicaid. The Developmental Disabilities community is willing lo take its fair share 
of cuts however the level of cuts in the governor’s budget and the operating budget approved by 
the House are nol fair, go too dec * ’ seriously compromise the existing safety net for many
Alaskans with developmental djsaO, .cs.

Senator Green, it is critically important for you to know that the 2.2 million reductions to 
community developmental granls wi 11 jeopardize the health and safety of Alaskans with 
developmental disabilities. No where in the state is the need greater for these services than in 
your district. Of the 1300 Alaskans presently on the Waitlist for services at least 200 are Mat-Su 
residents. As Mat-Su looks to the future there may be even greater cause for concern. The 
Alaska Department of Labor forecasts that the population of Mal-Su will more than likely 
increase to 102,756 by 2018. Based on current and anticipated future need it is likely that tlw 
demand for DD services in the Mat-Su region will continue to increase substantially. 
Unfortunately, our community is growing at a time there is tremendous pressure to curb slate 
spending.

On behalf of Alaskans experiencing developmental disabilities many of whom arc the most 
vulnerable and innocent among us I ask your assistance in restoring at least 2.2 million dollars 
back into the Community DD granls. Even with these cuts restored if what wc have been told is 
accurate there will still be in excess of 2 milHou dollars reduced from the Community DD grant 
BRU. Thank you for considering tliis most urgent request for your support. Should you have 
any questions related to the Rinding for Community Developmental Disabilities services do not 
hesitate to contact me.

Sincerely,

£ 0  'd 08199A8106 ’ON XUd on nsiuw W 8£:80 3(11 £0-22-Hd8
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Testimony of Alan Mitchell before the Senate Finance Committee
April 15, 2003

Work Phone: 868-5659, Home Phone: 338-0963 
Address: 11400 Mountain Lake Drive, Anchorage, AK 99516

Hello, my name is Alan Mitchell, and I am here to oppose any state funding of the 
Southern Intertie project, a duplicate power line between Anchorage and the Kenai 

Peninsula. Your committee appears to support this position, as you have taken the $27 

million of interest earned on a prior Southern Intertie state grant and appropriated it to the 

Alaska Debt Retirement Fund. I commend you for that decision and encourage you to 
resist the House’s desire to use the interest to further subsidize the Southern Intertie 

project.

There are two reasons why it is bad idea for the state to subsidize the Southern 

Intertie project. First, the project is not cost-effective. The credible cost-benefit studies 

of the project show that the project only delivers 50 cents of benefit for every $1 of cost. 
With the cost overruns that are likely to occur, this ratio worsens. Given the size of this 

project, this represents a net loss to our economy of $70 million or more.

Second, even if this project were cost-effective, there is no need for the state 

government to fund the project. The Railbelt electric utilities are capable of financing 

and building the project without state assistance. State grants only serve to distort the 

utilities’ normal capital planning process.

In times of a state fiscal crunch, there are far better uses for the $27 million of 

interest and the $40 million of unspent money from the original Southern Interth grant. 
Funding education and paying off school and municipal debt are certainly better uses for 

the money. I encourage you to stay the course and redirect Southern Intertie money into 
more appropriate government services.

Thank you fo r considering my testimony.



Chugach Consumers
P.O. Box 101822 • A n c h o r  \ge, AK 99510-1822 

e-mail: eAecdir@chuqachcorrumers.org • wehsite: www.chuqachconsumers.org

April 15, 2003

Senate Finance Committee Testimony (SB35, HB75)
S O U T H E R N  I N T E R T I E  F U N D I N G

I am the chairman of Chugach Consumers, a grassroots group of fiscally concerned 
Chugach Electric ratepayers. I also was on the Chugach Electric board (5/94 to 
4/2000) and was board president (5/95 to 4/97). I was also on the Alaska Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association (ARECA) Board of Directors, Executive Committee, 1995-98. I 
have maintained an active interest in electric utility affairs since leaving the board (but 
entirely in a non-paid public interest capacity).

Chugach Consumers urges the legislature to support Governor Murkowski’s action that 
returned $27 million in accrued interest on the Southern Intertie to the general fund.

However, we are very concerned that Sec. 18(c) of HB75 passed by the House returns 
that money to the Railbelt Energy Fund rather then leaving it in the general fund. We 
urge the Senate to drop this provision or replace it with a clarification that the money 
remains in the general fund.

The Southern Intertie has long been known to be uneconomic and would have been 
abandoned years ago were it not for the deplorable suppression by Chugach 
management (for the whole project EIS process) of the major, credible, decisional 
document1 on the economic benefits of the Southern Intertie.

My Anchorage Daily News OpEd and attached editorial recounts this history.

The Southern Intertie pays only 50 cents in public benefits for every dollar of cost and 
that is from oid cost estimates. It is expected to yield an even lower benefit-cost ratio 
when updated or actual construction costs are known.

Chugach Consumers congratulates the Governor for his action on the interest money 
that stops public funds from being wasted in this time of fiscal need. Chugach 
Consumers encourages the legislature and AIDEA to recover the rest of the $40 million 
Southern Intertie grant principal as well. This would make a total of $67 million 
available from this dubious project.

Safe, Reliable, Low Cost Power for South Central Alaska! cc2003si.Mn budgot.wpd

mailto:eAecdir@chuqachcorrumers.org
http://www.chuqachconsumers.org
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SOUTHERN INTERTIE FUNDING -  4/15/03

Page 2.

If this money is reclaimed, Chugach Consumers believes it is crucial that it go into the 
general fund or be reappropriated to benefit South Central Alaska for utility or genera! 
government/school debt reduction (as opposed to being used for another new spending 
program).

Sincerely,

CHUGACH CONSUMERS

(907)276-2025 fax (907) 258 -9614 home (907) 243-8951

For more information please see: 
httD://www.chuaachconsumers.ora/si.htm

especially the background briefing: 
http://www.chugachconsumers.org/Lib/lnt/Briefing.htm

ENDNOTE

1. Samuelson, R., Hass, S., 1998, Ratepayer Impacts of Proposed
Transmission Projects Final Report; DFI-Aeronomics, 75 p. [marked "Client 
Confidential"]. NOTE: Released by vote of Chugach Board on 11/20/02, first 
available 12/6/02.

[SIGNED AND TRANSMITTED ELECTRONICALLY]

Ray Kreig, Chairman

Safe, Reliable, Low Cost Power for South Central Alaska! cc2003n.Mn-budBot.wpd

http://www.chuaachconsumers.ora/si.htm
http://www.chugachconsumers.org/Lib/lnt/Briefing.htm
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£  OUR VIEW

I Southern:r r .

I intertie■am

;■ G ood  reason to question  
fh is  R ailbelt energy p roject
I n  1993, th e  A la ska  L e g is la tu re  se t as ide $46.8 m illio n  

. fo r  b u ild in g  a second h igh -vo ltag e  p o w e r lin e  be tw een 
^A n cho rag e  a n d  th e  K e n a i P en insu la .

-S o m e  im p o r ta n t  th in g s  have  changed in  th e  10 yea rs  
s ince  th e n . A la s k a ’s s*ate g o v e rn m e n t fina nce s  have  de te ­
r io ra te d , a r id  easy sp e nd ing  m on ey  has d isappea red . L a w ­
m ake rs  ro u t in e ly  ba lance d ie  s ta te  b u d g e t b y  d ra w in g  a t 
le as t h a lf  a  b i l l io n  d o lla rs  each  y e a r fro m  a d w in d lin g  sav­
ings a cco u n t.
.. ^A n o th e r n o te w o rth y  change is th a t doub ts  have re c e n t- 

ly c io m e  to  l ig h t  a b o u t the  eco no m ic  v ia b il ity  o f  the  p ro ­
posed p o w e r  lin e . A 1998 u t i l i t y  com pany s tu d y  th a t was 
ke p t s e c re t fo r  fo u r  yea rs  con c lu ded  the  so u th e rn  in te r t ie  
w o u ld  p ro d u c e  b a re ly  50 c e n ts ’ w o rth  o f b e n e fit  fo r  eve ry  

■   —  -. . I ...... d o lla r  spent.

A 1998 utility 
\company study that 

E: was kept secret for 
four years concluded 
the southern intertie 

. -=} would produce 
barely 50 cents’ 

worth o f benefit for 
7  every dollar spent.

T o g e th e r the  s h o rt­
age o f s ta te  m on ey  and 
new  doub ts  ab ou t the  
p ro je c t’s p a y o ff suggest 
the  L e g is la tu re  m ig h t 
f in d  h ig h e r  and  b e tte r  
uses fo r  th a t  $46.8 m il­
lion.

Som e advoca tes o f 
the  so u th e rn  in te r t ie  re ­
je c t  th a t n o tio n . T h e y  
c la im  the  m on e y  is 
locked  up t ig h t  —  $46.8 
m illio n  p lu s  in te re s t —

  and th e re  is  no p o in t in
re c o n s id e r in g  th e  m a tte r. T h e  in te r t ie  m on ey  w as the  f i ­
na l p a r t  o f a p o lit ic a l dea l th a t  t r ig g e re d  a s p lu rg e  o f 
sp e n d in g  o n  e n e rg y  p ro je c ts  and subs id ies  s ta r t in g  in  the  
e a r ly  1980s. A nch o ra ge  and th e  sou th e rn  R a ilb e lt w o u ld  
be d e n ie d  th e ir  fa ir  sha re  o f s ta te -fun de d  e n e rg y  goodies, 

jn te r t ie  ad vo ca te s  say, i f  th is  f in a l p ro je c t is  n o t b u ilt.
"  T h e  p ro je c t ’s de fenders  say  a dea l’s a deal, even i f  i t  
m eans th ro w in g  good m on ey  a fte r  bad. T he da v  w hen 
Alaslca c o u ld  g e t aw ay w ith  such  a ca va lie r ap p roach  t 
sp e n d in g  m o n e y  is  long  past.

th e y  w i l l  payaD  
m il lio n .  N o  le g is ”

The more utilities 
have to pay for the 
Anchorage-Kenai 
intertie, the less 
likely they are to 

pursue it.

costs o f the  in te r t ie  o ve r a n d  above  $ 4 6 ,8 ____________
la tio n  passed s ince  then  Has re p e a le d  t h a t re q u ir e m e n t  

I t  appears  th a t s ta te  ' 
la w  is  c le a n  O n ly  $46.8 
m illio n  o f the  a p p ro p r ia ­
tio n  is  a va ila b le  to  pay 
fp r  the  in te r tie .  (U n less, 
o f course, s ta te  la w ye rs  
can com e up  w ith  a con­
v in c in g  th e o ry  th a t  ex­
p la in s  w h y  the  la w  on 
th e  books doesn ’t  m ean 
w h a t i t  says.)

T h is  qu e s tio n  is the 
k in d  th a t c o u ld  m ake  o r  b re a k  th e  $100 m il l io n  p ro je c t.
T h e  in te r t ie  is an  e c o n o m ica lly  q u e s tio n a b le  in v e s tm e n t 
th a t, even in  the  m o s t o p t im is t ic  a n a lys is , p ro d u c e s  m in i­
m a l g a in  to  R a ilb e lt  ra te p a ye rs . T h e  m o re  u t i l i t ie s  have to 
pay fo r  the  A n c h o ra g e -K e n a i in te r t ie ,  the  less lik e ly  they 
a re  to  p u rs u e  it. In  fac t, p ro je c t s u p p o rte rs  a re  a s k in g  the  
L e g is la tu re  to  spend a n o th e r $30 m il l io n  on  i t  

T h e  pow ers  th a t  be in  th e  L e g is la tu re  a n d  th e  
M u rk o w s k i a d m in is tra t io n  have  sh o w n  no in c lin a t io n  to 
qu es tio n  th e  a ssu m p tio n  th a t in te re s t  m on ey  is  le g a lly  
ava ilab le  fo r  the  s o u th e rn  in te r t ie .  B u t  as c r it ic s  o f  the . 
p ro je c t no te , the  le g a lity  o f  s p e n d in g  the  in te re s t  m on ey  is 
one m o re  im p o r ta n t ques tio n  fa c in g  an a lre a d y  q u e s tio n ­
ab le  p ro je c t.

'  g ra n t th a t  re g io n a l e q u ity  re q u ire s  th e  m o n e y  to  b e  spe n t 
to  b e n e fit  th e  s o u th e rn  R a ilb e lt.  L e t ’s g ra n t  th a t  i t  has to  
be s p e n t to  sup p ly  c h e a p e r e n e rg y . L e t ’s even g ra n t  th a t  i t  
has to  be spe n t on a p a r t ic u la r  ty p e  o f en e rg y , n a m e ly  
e le c tr ic ity . G ra n tin g  a ll th a t, i t  is  s t i l l  n o t c le a r th a t  the  
s o u th e rn  in te r t ie  is  the  b e s t w a y  to  do it.
. T h e  m on ey  cou ld  be used  to  r e t ir e  d e b t a t th e  re g io n ’s 
e le c tr ic a l u t il it ie s . I t  co u ld  be  u s e d  to  u p g ra d e  a n d  re p a ir  
the  e x is tin g  h igh -vo ltag e  p o w e r l in e  b e tw e e n  th e  K e n a i 
P e n in s u la  and A nch o ra ge . I t  c o u ld  be u se d  to in s ta ll  a 
c e n tra liz e d  p o w e r d is p a tc h in g  s y s te m , to  e n s u re  th a t  th e  
m o s t e ff ic ie n t m ix  o f R a ilb e lt  p o w e r  p la n ts  is  u s e d  to  m e e t 
e le c tr ic ity  de m an d  as i t  f lu c tu a te s  d u r in g  th e  d a y  an d  d u r ­
in g  th e  y e a r. — ;--------------------------------------------- —

/ T h e  ne w  A n c h o ra g e -K e n a i in te r t ie  shou ld , a t  m in i-  
/  m u m , have  to  p ro ve  th a t i t  is  a b e t te r  in v e s tm e n t th a n  

I  those  op tions. T h a t w i l l  re q u ire  a n  in d e p e n d e n t, r ig o ro u s  
I lo ok  a t  th e  in te r t ie ’s costs an d  b e n e fits  a n d  h o w  th e y  com - 
V p a re  w ith  th e  a lte rn a tiv e s .

Intertie II
Is $23 million o f  interest 

.jnoneylegally ? T '
D u r in g  deba te  ove r th e  p ro p o s e d  e le c tr ic a l in te r t ie  

be tw e e n  A n ch o ra g e  a n d  K e n a i, an  in te re s t in g  ques­
tio n  has com e to l ig h t . J u s t  e x a c t ly  how  m u c h  s ta te  

m o n e y  is  a va ila b le  fo r  the  p ro je c t?
T h e  s ta te  agency h a n d lin g  th e  p ro je c t, A la s k a  In d u s t r i­

a l D e v e lo p m e n t an d  E x p o r t  A u th o r ity ,  says th e  ava ila b le  
fu n d in g  is  a b o u t $70 m illio n . T h a t ’s th e  o r ig in a l $46.8 m il­
lio n  th a t th e  L e g is la tu re  s e t a s ide  in  1993 p lu s  a n o th e r  $23 
m il l io n  o r  so in  in te re s t.

T h e re ’s ju s t  one p ro b le m  w ith  th a t  c la im . T h e  1993 le g ­
is la t io n  th a t  s e t as ide  $46.8 m il l io n  (SB 126) im p o s e d  c e r­
ta in  c on d itions . O ne lo n d i'. io n  re q u ire s  u t i l i t ie s  in vo lve d  
w ith  th e p ro je c t to  ag ree  in  a d va n ce  ‘th a t th e y  w i l l  

f tn e in te r t i '



B - 4  Tuesday, January 21. 2003 ■» Anchorage Dally Nows

A n c h o ra g e  D a i ly  N e w s
Michael J. Sexton
President & Publisher

Patrick Dougherty
Senior Vice President & Editor

Steve Lindbeck
A ssociate Editor

# ntmuc

Founded in 1946 by Norman C. Brown 
Fuller A. Cowell, Publisher, 1993-1999 Katherine Fanning. Editor and Publisher, 197t-1983 
Gerald E. Grilly, Publisher, 1984-1993 Lawrence Fanning. Editor and Publisher, 1967-1971

POINTCOUNTERPOINT Anchorage-Kenai intertie?
I n t e r t i e  p r o m i s e s  t o  p r o v i d e  

a f f o r d a b l e  p o w e r  t o  R a i l b e l t

ERIC R YOULD, A la s k a  R u r a l  E le c t r ic  C o o p e ra t iv e  A s s o c ia t io n

A  project to benefit Alaska and Alaskans 
for the next 50 years is moving forward, 
thanks to the vision and efforts of legis­

lators and electric utilities..
The Southern Intertie, an important new 

link in the Railbelt electiic grid, recently 
passed a major milestone with the completion 
of comprehensive environmental reviews. Af­
ter a thorough and public environmental im­
pact statement process, three federal agencies 
last fall issued records of a decision identifying 
a route along the Kenai bluff of Cook Inlet and 
under the mouth of Tumagain Arm as the pre­
ferred path for the new transmission line.

The intertie will be a new transmission line 
between Nikiski and Anchorage that will im­
prove the reliability of the Railbelt power grid. 
However, its most important function will be 
to help move power throughout the region 
from where it’s most economical to make it to 
where customers need it  All six of the electric 
utilities that serve customers in the Railbelt 
are participating in the project. All six are not- 
for-profit utilities working on behalf of their 
customers. The current estimated cost of the 
line is $100 million. Approximately $70 million 
of the project will be paid by a state grant 
made by the Legislature in 1993 from the Rail­
belt Energy Fund — set up in 1906 to invest in 
projects that benefit Alaskans throughout the 
state’s most populous region.

With the EIS completed, attention now

turns to design and construction. If work pro­
ceeds on schedule, Alaskans may be taking 
home paychecks from construction by 2004 
and the new line could be in service by 2006 or 
2007. That might seem a ways off, but it’s just 
around the com er when you consider the 
need for this project that has been in the plan­
ning since the early 1980s.

Infrastructure is vital to Alaska’s current 
and future health and economy. A strong in­
terconnected Railbelt electric system that al­
lows power to be made economically in me 
area and moved efficiently to another helps 
ensure that individual Alaskans and the busi­
nesses that employ them have reliable, af­
fordable electric service. The Southern Inter­
tie will do just that.

Critical infrastructure is often ignored or 
taken for granted until something goes wrong 
or existing facilities are overwhelmed by de­
mand. That’s why it’s so important to plan.
The fact you can flip a switch today and have 
the fights come on doesn't just mean someone 
did something special today. It happens be­
cause Alaskans decades ago had the foresight 
to put an electric grid in place to make it hap­
pen. It is our collective responsibility to pro­
vide the same benefit to our children and other 
people who are the future of this great state.

■  Eric P. Yould Is executive director of Alaska Rural Electric 
Cooperative Association.

S o u t h e r n  I n t e r t i e ’s  b e n e f i t s  

l i k e l y  n e t  w o r t h  t h e  c o s t
RAY KRUG,  f o r m e r  C h u g a c h  E le c t r ic  b o a rd  m e m b e r

C learly the Southern Intertie has some 
benefits: The question is whether they 
are worth the cost. Are there better 

uses for $125 million in public and ratepayer 
funds? History indicates that cost overruns 
are highly likely, totally at ratepayer expense.

Currently, power is on 99.975 percent of the 
time. How much is it worth to gain a part of 
that remaining 0.025 percent (two hours a 
year)? Utility boards, legislators and the pub­
lic have no way of judging without fair, impar­
tial and unbiased project economic advice 
from independent experts.

Of great concern should be a history of de­
ceptive manipulation of intertie benefit claims 
by utility managers. When I was Chugach 
board president in 1996, we received mislead­
ing benefit-cost advice from management on 
the northern intertie (between Healy and 
Fairbanks). If Chugach had participated in 
that project, it would have cost our ratepayers 
$600,000 a year.

We then insisted on a very detailed and 
comprehensive study of the benefits and "ost 
of the Southern Intertie. We retained Decision 
Focus Inc. because it had performed several 
studies on intertie economics for the state. 
DFI found only $58 million in benefits. 
Chugach management kept that February 
1998 study secret from the public.

Meanwhile, unbeknown to the board, 
Chugach management supervised the same

consultant's preparation of another report is­
sued for public consumption in March 1998. It 
conveniently claimed $143 million in benefits 
— enough to show the $125 million intertie 
cost to be barely justified. That was the only 
benefit information provided by Chugach to 
regulators and the public during the 1998-2002 
environmental impact statem ent process.

Same consultant, two vastly different benefit 
numbers. What gives? In DFI’s own words: “We 
believe our comprehensive approach (in the 
February 1998 study) is much more accurate.’’ 

In 1990, the state utility consumer advocate, 
Alan Mitchell, also found the Southern Intertie 
benefits to be only $51 million to $63 million. 
There is no independent third party that has 
found the h enefits of the Southern Intertie any­
where near the $125 million cost of this project 

Considering the deterioration that has oc­
curred in Alaska’s financial condition since the 
original appropriation in 1993, Southcentral 
utility boards and local governments should 
look very hard at the intertie and ask the Leg­
islature to reappropriate the $70 million in 
state funds pledged to the project The money 
would better benefit Southcentral Alaskans if 
used to reduce utility or municipal and school 
debt by $500 per household.

■  Ray Krelg Is a former president of Chugach Electric Associ­
ation and served on the executive committee of Alaska Rural 
Electric Cooperative Association. 1 .._ * I
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Dear Senator Green:

I am a board member tor Four Valleys Community School in Girdwood and have been 
tor almost every year since 1981. The community school is virtually used in one way 
or another by almost everyone in our community. It is the cement that holds the 
Girdwood population together. Through the years I have taught preschool classes, 
science classes tor elementary and junior high .coached XC running and track, 
organized and run Science Olympiad, organized and directed a summer science 
camp for 11 years, etc. I am not unusual, many many people give their time and 
talents through the community school to make Girdwood a better place.

Please do not cut funding to the community schools.

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter. R ECEIV ED

Sherry Dugan 
783-2716
Girdwood resident since 1978

APR 1 6 2003
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R ECEIV ED10 A p r i l  2003 APR 1 fi ?mMembers o f  th o  L e g i s la t i v e  Assembly 0
S ta te  o f  A leeX*
R e fe re n c e ; C o n s t itu e n t  Recommendations f o r  L e g i s la t i v e  A c t io n
D oer A la skan  L e g i s la t o r s )
P le a s e  ta k e  a  few  m inu tes  t o  c o n s id e r  th e  f o l lo w in g  s u g g e s t io n s
from  th e  unde re ig n ed  A la sk an  v o t e r )
I .  EEVKKUE EyHAMCEMfWT/RETENTION PROPOSALS J_
A . R e v iv e  s t a t e  incom e-tew  andB . S ta te  e e le e  taw  f o r  a l l  p u rch ases  e x c e p t in g  e s s e n t ia ls *

T ry  t o  lo o k  beyond v o t e r  d i s l i k e  o f  th e s e  e s s e n t i a l  t a x e s  and do y o u r jo b  t o  p r o p e r ly  fund  s t a t e  g ove rnm en ta l o p e r a t io n s .  The 
v o t e r s  know when you a c t  o u t  o f  p r i n c ip le  ~  and a ls o  when you 
s i a p ly  accede t o  v o t e r  a n t ip a th y .C. HM anns-teat" f Q r perm anant Fund e l i g i b i l i t y *  th e n
r e s t r i c t  d iv id e n d  payments t o  th o s e  p ro v in g  e a rn in g s  a t  o r  b e low  
p o v e r t y  l i n e  and l e t  th e  r e s t  o f  us fo r g o  t h i s  l o v e ly  m oneta ry  
t r e a t  u n t i l  we can a f f o r d  t o  pay o u r s e lv e s  such  unea rn ed  and 
u nn ecessa ry  b onu se s .D. Assuming you  c a n ' t /w o n 't  f i g h t  f o r  an income t a x  o r /a n d  sm lae 
t a x ,  p le a s e  do som eth ing  abou t a e o h o o ls  f y  o f  some
k in d  f o r  a l l  a t a t e  r e s id e n t s .  ( I  l i v e  in  D e lt a  J o t . ,  a o  pay 
n o th in g  tow a rd  o u r  e o h o o ls , p o l i c i n g ,  f i r e  p r o t e c t i o n ,  e t c . ,  
e t c .  Lucky 1 ,  eh? B u t t h i s  i s  o b v io u s ly  u n f a i r  t o  a l l  who a re  a t ta c h e d  t o  o rg a n iz e d  b o r o u g h B /s u n ic ip a l i t ie s  and s u b je c t  t o  
p ro p e r t y  t a x e s . )

E . Do s u p p o rt  s t a t e  g a s o l in e  t a x  in c ream e . I  w ou ld  a l s o  recommend 
in c rem en ta l g ro s s  v e h ic le  w e igh t r e g i s t r a t i o n  and l i c e n s in g  
fo e s  in c re a s e .

F .  S a v e  a  f e w  m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s  o f  P F D  d i s t r i b u t i o n s  b j
c r e a t in g  a _____________ ______  ____
e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  P f D  f o r  a n v  p a r s o n  c o n v i c t e d  o f  P U I  o r  o f

L
com m itting  any o th e r  c r im in a l a c t  under in f lu e n c e  o f  c o n t r o l le d  
su b s ta n c e .

i i ,  iBCMAffi mio waroma for-DqtptA. P le a s e  g iv e  s e r io u s  c o n s id e ra t io n  t o  add ing  s u b s t a n t i a l 
b u d g e ta ry  fu n d in g  t o  D ep t, o f  T ra n sp . & PP , w ith  th e  new 
funds d e d ic a te d  t o  X t  0  w ork on a l l  e t a t a  r o a d s . (Bone o f  us 
have been begg ing  f o r  y e a rs  and decades f o r  h e lp  from  DOT f o r  "o rp h aned ”  s t a t e  ro ad e  b u i l t  t o  DOT s ta n d a rd s , b u t  n e v e r  
accep ted  f o r  m a in tenance , due t o  i n s u f f i c i e n t  l e g i s l a t i v e  K i  o 
fu n d in g .)  I  w ou ld  f u r t h e r  subm it t h a t  th a  f r u s t r a t i n g  hodge­
podge o f  ro a d  m ain tenanoe r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  ( s t a t e ,  b o ro u g h s , 
m u n ic ip a l i t i e s ,  N a t iv e  v i l l a g e s ,  S e rv ic e  D i s t r i c t s ,  e t c . )  

sh o u ld  be r e s o lv e d  and re p la c e d  by s t a t e  DOTPP, th e  r e a l  
p r o f e s s i o n a ls  o f  o u r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  sy s tam . T h e re  a r e  r e a l l y  n o t  so  many m i le s  o f  "o rphaned " s ta te /b o ro u g h /N a t iv e  ro a d s  ou t

»«*■*— **"   -T X ’I m II II
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t h e r e  as  w ou ld make t h i s  fcupp.'iew*nt»l fu n d in g  p ro p o e e l un ­
m anageab le t o  you  l e g i s l a t o r s .

m , m m  w m w n
A. P le a s e  c o n s id e r  a p r o h ib i t i o n  o f  m ilt ip lc ^ a n ta m o t lv m  head lam ps (beyond  th e  s ta n d a rd  tw o) i l lu m in a te d  a g a in s t  oncom ing v e h ic le s  

on o u r  ro a d s . H ir in g  such a d d i t io n a l l i g h t s  th ro u g h  th e  low - 
b e a m  c i r c u i t s  w ou ld  s to p  th e  v u lg a r ,  p a i n f u l l y  b r i g h t  o n s la u g h t 
o f  cand lep ow er by th o u g h t le s s  d r i v e r s ,  ( p r o f e s s i o n a l  d r i v e r s ,  
such  as  com m erc ia l t r u c k e r s ,  s t a t e  T ro o p e rs , e t c . ,  n e v e r  use 
m u lt i p le  head lam ps a g a in s t  oncoming d r i v e r s . )

B . P ro - s a v in d ,p r o - fa m i ly / e d u c a t io n  s u g g e s t io n :L e t ' s  c o n s id e r  " s u b s id is in g "  p r i v a t e  s e c t o r  s a v in g s  by o f f e r i n g  
t a x - d e f e r r a l  on P7D payments d e p o s ite d  t o  a d e d ic a te d  e d u c a t io n  
o r  r e t i r e m e n t  accoun t i n  com m ercia l bank . S u re ly  f e d e r a l  
T re a s u ry  p e o p le  c o u ld  c o o p e ra te  in  t h i s  w o rth y  p la n .  And sh o u ld  
we c r y  g re a t  t e a r s  o v e r  PFD money lo s s e s  t o  snow -machine and 
b oo se  p u rv e y o rs  u nde r such a modest p la n ?Y ou /ve  m igh t commit a l l  PFDb i s s u e r  t o  m in o rs  t o  d e d ic a te d  
e d u c a t io n  s a v in g  a c c ou n ts .

l y .  a mK i t h  ANWR c e n te r  s ta g *  ju s t  now, I  w ou ld  su g g e s t t r y in g  a n o th e r  t * c k  w ith  l e g a l  gu idance from  c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  Law s p e c i a l i s t a .  
Q u e s t io n : What A r t i c l e  o f  th o  f e d e r a l  C o n s t i t u t io n  s u p p o r ts
f e d e r a l  r e t e n t i o n  o f  " s t a t e "  la n d  a f t e r  s ta te h o o d  f o r  p u rp o se s  
o t h e r  th an  n a t io n a l d e fen se  and th e  o b v io u s ly  n e c e s s a ry  d is p o s a l 
i n t e r v a l  f o r  sueh la n d s  as a re  t o  be s o ld  in t o  p r i v a t e  
ow ne rsh ip ? P re s e r v a t io n  o f  s p e c ia l la n d s , a f e d e r a l  id e a  t h a t  
g a in ed  g e n e ra l s u p p o r t  in  th e  la t e  1 9 th  C en tu ry , o b v io u s ly  
c o n f l i c t s  w ith  th e  p r e v a i l in g  n a t io n a l compact on la n d -ow n e rsh ip  
d u r in g  th e  p re c e d in g  90+ y e a r s .  Y e llow s to n e  N a t l .  P a rk  was 
o re a te d  p r i c r  i'e Wyoming s ta te h o o d , a s  w ere m ost o f  th a  
" n a t i o n a l i n t e r e s t "  r e t a in e d  a re a s  o f  A la s k a . Y o ssm ita  N .P . ,  
h ow eve r, was o re a te d  as fe d e r a l p a rk  w e ll i f t a r  C a l i f o r n i a  
s ta te h o o d . How d id  wet, th e  n o n - c a l l f o r n i a  p e o p le  a c q u ire  t i t l e  
t o  t h s  l , 3 o o  sq u a re  m i le s  o f  what had been a C a l i f o r n i a  S t a t e  
P a rk ?  P u rch a se , I  sup j lo se . Now we have v i r t u a l l y  empty s h e l l  
s t a t e s ,  such a s  Nevada and A la s k a , t h a t  own b u t a s m a ll p e r t  
o f  t h e  g ro s s  a c re ag e  n o m in a lly  shown f o r  th o s e  tw o s t a t e s .
I s  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  n o t  e s s e n t i a l ly  an uncompensated f e d e r a l  
t a k in g ?  i n  o r d e r  tc  c o r r e c t  t h i s  o b v io u s  in e q u i t y ,  we r e a l l y  
s h o u ld  r e v i s i t  th e  A la ska  S ta teh ood  A ct w ith  a a r io u s  in t e n t io n  
t o  f o r c e  c u r " f e d e r a l*  s e lv e s  t o  p r o p e r ly  com pensate o u r  " s t a t e ”  
s a lv e s  f o r  t h i s  ta k in g  o f  p u b lic  i n t e r e s t  la n d .
On* m igh t su g g e s t t h a t  a l l  s t a t e s  h a rb o r in g  f e d e r a l  in h o ld in g s  
be g iv e n  t i t l e  t o  th e  s u b je c t  la n d s , p e rh ap s  s u b je o t  t o  s t a t e  
payment o f  f a i r  m a rke t v a lu e  le s s  f u l l  c r e d i t  f o r  f e d e r a l  u se  
c f  th e  i&hd o v e r  th e  in te rv e n in g  y e a rs  o f  f e d e r a l  hegemony, w ith  
g u a ra n te e s  t h a t  f e d e r a l  i n t e r e s t s  be - to u re d  v i a  lo n g - te rm  
le a s e s .  "N a t io n a l i n t e r e s t s "  then  begone fu n g ib le  and s u b je c t  
t o  p e r io d ic  re v iew , s h o u ld  th e  3 0 ,0 0 0  sq u a re  m i le s  o f  ANWR b e a r  
a le a s e  fe e  o f ,  sa y  $ 1 0 / a c ,/ y e a r ,  p a y a b le  by u s , th e  
p e o p le , t o  u s , th e  S ta te  o f  A la s k a , t h i s  m ight w e l l  com pel ua t o
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Senate Finance Committee Testimony , 
Homan Service* Community Matching Grant HB  7 J

i : i Ml

are low-lncome iertalpf less than ii.ooomonthlyTand 6 3% art both 
iocepadttted and financially distressed.
* * • 
f a  travel more thaa 150 milei each day delivering meala to scfliori whc live Within tha 
ifity (liolta and those who raaldc outside tha dty core. For many, the Mt ila on Wheeli 
fbvjce (a a lifeline that provides tho one and only meal of the day. One n el^ht 
jr«rpanha aenion (persona do years and older) live below poverty level too poor to buy 
healthy food, and too frail to shop and cook fo r themselvea,

The Meals on Wheels program benefits two distinct categories of redpfc nta -  the frail 
ddarly in long-term need of support, and thoae in need of short term is mention 
rtootvtring from an illness. Without access to proper nutrition, an elder a status can 
deteriorate rapidly resulting in hospitalization that can be unneoeaaaril; costly In both 
hunts* and financial terms. The full price of a home delivered meal ia 310 .34 P®* day as 
Compared to $8 50  per day at Fairbanks Memorial Hospital.

NSCcA 
those 
red; 66K
ly

f v -------------------------------------v --------------^ Grant helps us to Wvarage
1300,000  of outride dollars for our nutrition proaram and over $21,0 0 )

m

Jthe Human Services Community Matching Grant U a sound, long-tem 
Invotrtent we support Thank you

more than 
in in-Und 

dad served slmoet 
; 3  homebound

co mm unit

R E C E IV E

My name it Denies Diniello and I reaido at 3844  Uhrbahn Road, Fairban ^  AK 90709-1 A  PR 1 6
an teritfoing in support of tull funding for the Human Services Commvrn ty Matching 
Grant, I am also the executive director of the North Star Coundl on Agin (, Senior 
Cptdr.

The Human Service* Community Matching Grant provides funding to so dal safety net 
agenda that diitribute food to the poor, provide legal wvtoee forlow-li coma persons,
"  for the dying, and deliver Meals on Wheels to homebound seniors, taeh HSCMG 

ovidcs a unique and unduphcated service for the community, 0 illabomting 
T; programs to enhance social services. Approximately 31,000  j eople in the 

r i have received services from agencies funded by thia Block gran. That number 
its to roughly one/third of all Borough residents,

• i, : '

ijbe Nqrth Star Coupdl on Aging is a recipient of the Human Services C< rrununity 
etching Grant, W 4  die this grant to provide funding for tbe Meals on' Vheria program 
ilivviag hot nutritious meala to 150 homebound persons of tbe Fairbt tits North Star

iD

I !*
•I 

. *

1
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wfro have signed our names beJow, aupport full fundi *g for the longevity Ifonus and the Human Services Comma dty Grant programs. They help Alaskan senior* to : •eniain 
nt and live at home. Please do not cut tftesi 
it programs from  the legislative budget.TtudkYou.
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have almad our names below, support fell fr^d «* the Ogcvtty gonna and the Human Services Cotniuu i»itv| Grant programs. They help Alaskan seniors to -enjialA 
dent indllve at home. Please do not cut t ilt#  ( 

it programs from  the legislative budget.
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Fra sure that everyone taking part in this testimony today has used a library, grown up with a library nearby, and taken tbeir own children to use such a facility. Children know what a library is by the time or before they know about apple pie and baseball...and everyone enjoys the library! There is not another agency in the State of Alaska diat can brag such recognition, and few other agencies that are ever happily used by people during their lifetime.
Standing in line to get my license from Motor Vehicles, being summoned for jmy duty, fined by DEC, or involved with the AG’ s office are all unpleasant experiences with State agencies. The library is one of the few saving graces of government and many of the various programs offered by the Alaska State Library that are accessible state-wide will be lost with the proposed budget cuts.
Most significant to a collector such as myself will be the curtailment of preservation programs of our historical collection, a collection that affords our grandchildren the opportunity to view how we lived and how the times were in the 19th and 20 centuries in Alaska.
1 1 1 6  budget cuts wilt Jso result m reduced hours at the library for walk-in use and inquiries through other means, and reduction in staff to maintain web access to the Alaska State Library collections and services, In addition, the cuts to the archives budget will result in limited public access to historic records, as well as limiting your access to research proposed actions being taken by the legislature and other branches of state government.
Budget cuts will eliminate SLED, our Alaska information web site. This is a programs used by researchers statewide, and is of particular importance to students and the universities and community colleges throughout Alaska.

Testimony given on behalf of the Alaska Historical Society by President Candy Waugaman,
The proposed $255,000 decrease in fimding for the Alaska State Library, otie o f the most user-friendly agencies of our State and one that exists to serve the public and preserve Alaskan history, is a sorry sign of the times and the priorities our elected officials choose to give government.
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The Alaska State Library has suffered through legislative budget outs over the last decade because c f  lack of support by our elected officials of this essential part of state government that cannot be self-sustaining. Like the Governor's Office and the Legislature itself, some departments just can't pay their own way, but aro necessary. I would put the library at the top of ât list!
Hb „ 4 has provided amendments that fund approximately Vz the cuts to this year’s budget, and would provide for basic services from these state operated facilities. In addition, a minimal amount of funding reinstated to the Alaska State Archives would provide for diat agency to remain open full time.
I would hope that those of you given the opportunity to support protection of your past would happily do so by, at the very minimum, reinstating funding to the degree proposed by the house for operations in our Alaska State Museums, Ala; .<a State Library and our Historical Collections.
Thank you for your time.
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/ r  k f n l

Dear Senate Finance Committee, ^ ^ I V E O
A P R  I  s  ; n n oI am writing to urge you to: UUJ

1. Support full funding for education (from K-12 through the University).
Education Is not a "frill.” It is essential to the future of Alaska.

2. Stop the move of the Division of Habitat from the Department of Fish and Game to 
the Department of Natural Resources. The reasons published by the past five 
Commissioners of the Department of Fish and Game argued effectively for retaining 
the Division as it Is now. The argument for the move was weak and depended on 
personal gripes from individuals to the Governor.

3. Retain full funding for revenue sharing to local governments. They depend on 
these funds to provide vital services, losing them will increase your property taxes.

4. Alaska's population has increased by about 80,000 people in the past decade; that 
Is the same as the population of the Fairbanks North Star Borough. This growth, 
combined with inflation, obviously put more burdens on Alaska’s state government.
But during this time, the Legislature made no effort to raise the needed revenue.
Instead, it simply continued cutting the budget. It’s like expecting a growing teen-ager 
to live In the clothes of a five-year old.

The budget has already been cut too much for too long. This is NOT the time to 
consider additional budget cuts!

5. Raise revenue by reinstating our state income tax. It Is easier to administer and will 
raise twice as much as the gaggle of taxes proposed by the governor. The rate Is set 
as a simple percentage of the amount actually paid to the federal IRS, This rate was 
14% when our Income tax was repealed In 1980; the rate can be easily modified as 
needs change. Reinstating our state Income tax Is essential; putting it off won’t help.

6 . Of the governors proposed taxes, the only ones that makes sense are the increases 
In motor vehicle fuel tax and vehicle registration. Alaska is far below all the rest of the 
states In both of these taxes.

I hope you can understand the need to raise revenue.

Sincerely,
Carl S. Benson 
1551 Farmers Loop 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
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Preserve funds for independent living
J o  P e d e r s e n  / F a i r b a n k s ,  A la s k a  DECEIVED

^ c o n $ o r r v » e , s r ^  )  APR i p
D i a g n o s e d  w ith  M u l t ip le  S c l e r o s i s  a t  a g e  3 2 , In  1 9 9 1 . ( 1 1  y e a r s  a g o  ) ^OO.T

W o r k e d  a t  U A F  a s  a n  A d ju n c t  I n s t r u c t o r  f o r  t h e  p a s t  f i v e  y e a r s . . .

I a m  o n e  o f  m a n y  A la s k a n s  w ith  A  d is a b i l i t y  w h o  w o u ld  l ik e  to  
c o n t i n u e  t o  w o r k .

1 W i th  t h e  H e lp  o f  t h e  W o n d e r fu l  A g e n c y  ACCESS Alaska, t h e y  h a v e  
h e l p e d  b y  s u p p l y i n g  e q u i p m e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  &  h o u s in g  
a s s i s t a n c e  f o r  o u t  o f  to w n  m e d i c a l  c a r e .

F o r  i n s t a n c e  L a s t  w e e k  I w a s  in  A n c h o r a g e .
A c c e s  A l a s k a  m a d e  it f e a s i b l e  f o r  m e  t o  k e e p  a n  a p p o i n t m e n t  w i th  m y  
C a r d io lo g i s t ,  a t  T h e  A la s k a  H e a r t C e n t e r ,  f o r  A n g io p la s t y .

• W a r m in g  t h e  b e d  f o r  t h e  G o v e r n o r w h o  a r r iv e d  t w o  d a y s  l a t e r . . .  0  p  ~

. ucoc, . M X  U pp*- CjcMSVVfflV'
J a m  H E R E  t o n i g h t . . .  U ~ T  \  a j O ^ U X

I I m p lo r e  y o u  to  c o n t i n u e  F u n d in g  t h e s e  w o n d e r f u l  A g e n c i e s .
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119 N. C ushm an St, Suita 101 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
Phone: 907-452-4448 
Fax: 907-456-3346

F a x
To: Senator Lyda Green, Co-Chair 

Senate Finance Committee
From: Fairbanks LIO

Fax: 465-3005 Date: 4/15/2003
Phono: 465-2187 Pages: 18
Re; Written Testimony SB 35 CC:

□ Urgent □ For Tho Record □ Please Comment □ Please Reply

•Comments Written testimony for SB 35, teleconferenced on 4/15/04. The originals will be pouchod 
to the committee co-chair.
Fran/Fbx LIO

Fairbanks Legislative 
Information Office
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Alaska State Legislature

Please erner in to  the record m y testim ony to the . g t iJ jn a fc tC p H ir f t t t c t -
OonunilCee Name
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Bili/Subieet '  *  '    '.... ............ ............

URGENT! URGENT! URGENT!\
We greatly oppose Governor Murkowski’s  action to  e lim inate the 
Longevity Bonus
In HB 156 , and! companion m easure In the Senate under Senate 
B ill 117 .

As long-time residents tho e lim ination o f the  Longevity Bonus w ill 
pose a hardship to  our continued living In A laska , s ince our 
Investment earnings have de& ined w hile  ou r health ca re  costs  
have Increased. We a lso  fe e l the Longevity Bonus w as a prom ise 
and to e lim inate It now wc uld be unfair and u n ju s t

i

A laska has been our home fo r  ove r 4 5  yea rs , and we urge you and 
your comm ittee to protect th is program on ou r beha lf and fo r  a ll 
sen iors In A laska who now rece ive monies under this program . 
Sure ly Governor Murkowski can find a bette r sou rce than the 
Longevity Bonus to  reduce funds.

A lfred and Virginia Augestad 
1439 Virginia Court 
Anchorage, AK 99501

Signed
T e s t if ie r

Rcp7 ^ 18(^ ? : P . .  .......
A d d re ss  '

rl l\
Phone Numberle Number

(< i< n) n z - o z i o
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TO : SENATOR W ILKEN

FROM : DEBBIE 

DATE: A PR IL  16, 2 0 0 3

RE:

I C A N N O T  Q U O TE  Y O U  DOLLARS A N D  CENTS 
TH A T  W ILL  M AKE Y O U  SEE THE F IN A N C IA L  
C A IN  OF N O T  C U TT IN G  FU N D IN G  FO R  
O RG A N IZA T IO N S  SUCH AS ACCESS ALASKA . BU T  
I CA N  Q U O TE  Y O U  SOME SENSE: TH ERE  C A N  BE 
N O  M ORE V IR T U O U S  V O C A T IO N  FOR  A H U M A N  
BEING, A H U M A N E  BEING T H A N  A D V O C A C Y

THANKS ,

DEBBIE CO N N ER  
ACCESS ALASKA
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FROM : ACCESS ALASKA  
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Alaska State Legislature April; 16,03
Fax 907 465 2187

Testimony:: To Committee on l.ongivity Bonus

I have resided in Alaska since April 1941 and I am in favor of the Longivity 
Bonus. The Bonus Is part of the reason that I am able to stay in Alaska. All 
of my income including the Bonus is spent here and will continue as long as 
Irem ay due to us older Alaskans
pass

Oenms urannam 
PO Box 190184 
Anchorage Ak. 99519

A Limited Pertnerehlp 
Dedicated To Serving Sportsmen A WHdHfe With Trust A Confidence Since 1940's
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Vickie Ho/odysKi
1035 Ballc'ne Rd., Fairbanks, AK 99709
Phone: 479-6584
Email:

I coordinate our local FAS/FAE Parent Support Group.
I am on the FACES FAS Diagnostic Team in Fairbanks.

My husband & i received our Foster Care License approximately 14 years ago. 10 
years ago we adopted 9 yr old girl. As a result of that adoption and what she has taught 
us, we now have a specialized license for a therapeutic foster home for children 
prenatally exposed to alcohol.

Without appropriate interventions and support individuals can develop secondary 
disabilities. A few of those disabilities are:

r' Chronic Unemployment
> Hnmelessness
K Social Problems
r Mental Illness
y Criminal Acts
r ’ Poverty

Early Pregnancyuy Alcoholism & Other Addictions

We have seen all of these disabilities occur in the individuals who did not have family or 
other supports to guide them. Many who experience prenatal exposure to alcohol will 
ever be able to “successfully” live in “total independence”. They are a very vulnerable 
population who need and deserve to be protected. They did not create their disability, 
but they do have to !' /e with it. The quality of their life is dependent on others to provide 
them with the support that they need from an early age and for many throughout their 
adult life. With such supports they can become productive, responsible adults.

If you are not willing to financially suppo^ the programs and services that they require, 
then you need to be prepared for the costly expenses that will result. You will need to 
put great expense into institutions, hospitals, homeless shelters, and prisons.
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A p r i l  8 ,  5003 J a n e t  B. G i r a rd  
15Hr5 Scotuood D r iv e  
W a s i l l a  
A la ska  SSBS4!

Re: L ongev ity  Bonus
□ear G ove rno r Murkowski i

Yes G ovs rno r Murkowski, I am su re  a i l  o f  ua e l d e s t  s e n i o r s ,  
thB ones on th e  lo n g e v i t y  bonus, would be happy t o  le a d  A la ska  in  
an e f f o r t  t o  r i g h t  A la s k a 's  F in a n c ia l  p rob lem s and would l i k e  t o  
sh a re  th e  lo a d — i f  we p o s s ib ly  c o u ld ,  But d e s p i t e  o u r  age we 
s t i l l  have th e  u rg e  f o r  s e l f - p r e s e r v a t i o n  and many o f  us a re  
s t i l l  end eavo r in g  tD g ive  w o rthw h i le  s e r v i c e  t o  o u r  communities 
end f a m i l i e s .  We a r e  not dunderheads o n ly  t o  be p a t te d  on th e  
head and be expec ted  to  w i l l i n g l y  walk th e  p la n k  t o  an e a r l y  
d ea th . D e sp ite  be ing  c o n s c ie n t io u s  when i t  comes t o  ou r  h e a l t h  
c a re— e a t in g  c o r r e c t l y ,  e x e r c i s i n g ,  in c lu d in g  be ing  a c t i v e  in  the 
community, f o r  th o s e  who s t i i l  can , and doing a l l  t o  m a in ta in  
menta l a c u i t y  ou r  b od ie s  s t i l l  c on t in ue  to  d eg en e ra te . .W ith  
t h i s  no rm a l ag ing  p roc e ss  we o f tB n  need m ed ic a t io n s  t h a t  a r e  ve ry  
c o s t l y  and d i f f i c u l t  t o  a f f o r d  w ithou t h e lp .  We d e se rv e  the 
o p p o r tu n i t y  t o  f u l f i l l  ou r l i v e s  w ith ou t hav ing t o  commit s u i c i d e .

Deny o f  us canno t q u a l i f y  f o r  Medicaid Cuhich s t i l l  i s  a t  
l e a s t  p a r t l y  p a id  by the s t a t e ) ,  but y e t  the e x o r b i t a n t  c o s t  a f  
m ed ic ine today makes ou r s u r v i v a l  q u e s t io n a b le .  W ithou t th e  
lo n g e v i t y  bonus, many o f  us w i l l  n o t be a b le  t o  make i t .  I t  i e  t h a t  v i t a l  t o  u s ,

Do you r e a l l y  f e e l  t h a t  th a  e ld e s t  o f  A laskan  sen io rsC age  
75 -onw ard ) a r e  s o  un im po rtan t and u s e le s s  t h a t  you a r e  w i l l i n g  to  
s a c r i f i c e  us f o r  th e  e x t r a  money A laska  needs, cau s ing  us g r e a t  
h a rd sh ip , and in  some oasas g r e a t  pa in  and n e e d le s s  dea th  f o r  
la c k  o f  m ed ic a t io n  o r  fo od ?  S u re ly  th e r e  must be a n o th e r  me e 
humane way t o  s c a re  up the bucks ,

Many o f  ou r o l d e s t  s e n i o r s  have been the p io n e e r s  o f  A la ska  
and have g iv en  much t o  the s t a t B ,  The a l r e a d y  ag ing  c h i ld r e n  o f  
th e se  s e n i o r s  would f i n d  I t  ha rd  t o  r e p la c e  thB l o s s  o f  th e  
lo n g e v i t y  bonus t o  t h e i r  p a r e n t s ,  Th B i r  younger descendan ts  
would be j u s t  s t a r t i n g  out w ith  t h e i r  own heavy expan se s . What 
you do t o  us impacts the l i v e s  o f  many o th e r s  as  w e l l .

C a n ' t  we a t  l e a s t  end ou r y e a r s  in  a p r o d u c t iv e  way as lo ng  
as p o s s i b l e  ond w ith  d ig n i t y ?  P lB asa  d o n ' t  ask  us t o  d ie  so on e r  
than  we need t o .  We a re  s t i l l  w o rthw h ile  c i t i z e n s  bu t most o f  us 
u n f o r t u n a t e ly  a r e  unab le  t o  b ea r  anymore lo a d s ,  no m a t te r  how 
much we would l i k e  t o ,  and now we o u r s e lv e s  a r e  in  need o f  a 
h e lp in g  hand, We have g iven  t o  A la ska— now wb need y ou r  h e lp .  
P le a s e  d o n ’ t  condemn us to  t h i s  c a ta s t r o p h e .  P I bb sb  keep tha 
lo n g e v i t y  bonus. Wb and DUr f a m i l i e s  w i l l  bo e t e r n a l l y  g r a t e f u l ,

S in c e r e ly  y o u r s ,



1 am still trying to review SB 35 and understand its complexities. One of the 
many questions I have is the rent paid to the State of Alaska by the State of 
Alaska. For example, Die Department of Commerce and Economics has a 
proposed rent budget of $794,400. Diis money is to pay the State rent on 
State property. T don’t gel it. I wouldn’t pay rent to my husband so he can 
turn it around and give it back to me to give it back to him. I believe this 
happens a lot. Please someone explain this procedure in the simplest way.

I would like to see another Guardian Ad Liietn placed out here in the Valley 
to help with the increasing number of C1NA cases and civil cases that the 
Valley’s one G.AX. is handling. Tf we are going to provide legal 
representation to children then lets see that wc give them the same quality as 
you or I would want from an attorney representing us. I f  not, why bother to 
pretend to protect the rights of people who can’t protect themselves.

I f  we need to trim money then we need to consider pay cuts. I f  my business 
is doing poorly, then I don’t earn much money. I f  the State is having a hard 
time making ends meet then the Governor, Lt. Governor and Commissioners 
may need to freeze or reduce their salaries until the State lias more money to 
pay them. I f  you want the people of Alaska to reduce their demands for 
better and more services then we need to see our leadership join us in our 
economic struggle.

I thank you for your time and attention with regard lo this matter.

Sincerely,

Marci Schmidt 
c/o Computer Works 
901 Hermon Road, #1 
Wasilla, Alaska 99654 
907-376-0188 work 
907-357-3618 home 
907-376-9065 fax

April 15,2003
Dear Senate Finance Committee:

0819918706 ’ON XW o n  n s i v u  wd 5 9 : 9 0  a m  e o - s i - y d y



Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on the Budget

S ubjecl: Senate F inance  to T ak e  P ublic  C om m ent on the B udget 
D ate: Mon, 14 Apr 2003 22:15:57 -0900 

From : leewilson@gci.net
T o: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us>

Lee Wilson
9621 H ills id e  Drive
Anchorage, AK 99507-6010
907-346-3669
leew ilson@ gci.net
4/14/2003
Senate Budget Subcommittee C loseouts

I am unable to  make the c a l l  in  on Tuesday 
Please accept iny comments cou rtesy  o f Senator Con 
Bundy.

Governor Murkowski was e le c te d  on a pro­
education campaign among other prom ises. Cuts to  the 
foundation program, tran sportation  and lib ra ry  
operations are unacceptable. We are asking the 
sch ools to do more than ever w ith more a cco u n ta b ility  
than ever yet they continue to  perform w ell by any 
measure. These cu ts  undermine education achievement 
and begin a d e c lin e  to  l e s s  than e x c e lle n t  sch oo lin g .

The U n iversity  o f Alaska i s  ju s t  regain ing i t s  
fo o tin g . Public confidence i s  ju s t  retu rn in g . Cuts 
now w il l  undermine program and progress.

The H abitat d iv is io n  must remain w ith  f is h  
and Game. The governor c le a r ly  does not understand 
that Fish and Game has the b est long range look a t  
how development a f f e c t s  h a b ita t and how bes

t  to
m itiga te  damage. Murkowski to ld  us a lo t  o f m is- 
truth about h is  proposal. I sm ell a skunk, i t  reeks 
of outrigh t fo r e str y  fa v o r itism  . The d irec to r  of 
DNR came from where?

Close the s ta te  chem istry lab  in  Juneau?
Doesn't that ju st  t i e  the hands of environmental 
enforcement?

Safe communities are the heart o f democratic 
s o c ie ty . How can a cut of $4 ,193 .9  be good for  my 
fam ily and our neighbors?

How can $511.7 be subtracted  from Motor V eh ic les  
without a fee  in crease to  m aintain current le v e l  of 
serv ice?

I o f I 4/15/21)03 9:09 AM

mailto:leewilson@gci.net
mailto:Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us
mailto:leewilson@gci.net
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A la ska  State Leg is la tu re

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name
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A la ska  State Leg is la tu re

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
c o m m itte e  nam e

Committee on SB 35 & SB 36 
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, dated April 15,2003 
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into tike record my testimony to the _ senate Finance_________
Committee Name

Committee on Longevity Bonus dated A p ril 15 , 2003
Bill/Subject

Many c i t ie s  and s ta te s  encourage o ld e r people to  r e t i r e  in  
th e ir  communities. They don"t requ ire  schools and o ther 
servuces. Their re tirem en t funds are spent lo c a l ly .  Longevity 
payments encourage e ld v rs  to  remain in  A laska near th e i r , 
ch ild ren  and g randch ild ren .

Robert E. Renkcert - A laska 19^3 
M ildred VJ. Renkert -  A laska 19^5

S ie n c f '̂At-  *21 U t U , m .

Representing (Optional) — — —— - — - -

Add'es S S T .  - i ^ 3 l

Phone Number
2 7  7 - o i s ' Y



FROM : KNUTSON FPX NO. : 907 822 4005 fipr. 15 2003 03:52PM P2

April 15,2003

To: Alaska Senate Finance Committee 
Re: $30 million cuts to Education

Please do not cut our state education budget Here is how your choices are affecting one of your 
school districts.
Copper River School Districts Budget Concerns 

2002-03 budget
03*04 salary and benefit increases &
35% insurance and utility costs)
Amount needed to oonlinue present programs

Red ition need to reach projected 03-04 budget -$307.614.00 
District projected preliminary budget $5,888,264.00
(reflects a gain of $80.00 per student 
and a loss of 58 correspondence students)

Senate Proposed reductions:
20% of bussing to be paid by district 
removal of tun ding formula increase 
Senate Projected 03-04 budget for CRSD

Total budget cuts
School sites 7-8
(can’t consolidate 
-buildings already full and 
bus rides would be too long)
Students on Site* 2002-03 /540 students 03-04/539 students
Correspondence 2002-03/180 03-04/121

Copper River School District needs to make $601,614.00 ia budget cuts, a 10% 
budget decrease, while oar school population remains the same. Go Figure!

When was the funding formula last increased? Every year it costs more to 
educate our children, every year that formula needs to go up. How are we supposed to pay our 
present hills that keep going up, new transportation bills, higher retirement bills, emergency
communication bills and no additional money in our check book and die same number o f
mouths at the table?

Kenny Lake
Copper River School District

PS A don’t tell me we need a borough to help fund our schools. There ia a pipeline th** 
runs through our district. You’re making money off that pipeline. You should be giving us a 
share of that money. Or we could become a borough and taW* it all.

B“ OT<!ly
Julie K nu tsfsT 'y'^
Mother of four (egos 5,7,9 and 12)

-$812,000.00
-$112.000.00

$5,594,264.00

$601,614.00

$5,820,895.00.
±S31^m M

$6,195,878.00.
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MARTY MARGESON 
Margesou Real Estate 

Anchorage Downtown Bed & Breakfast 
At “Raspberry Meadows”

1401 West 13th Ave, ^Anchorage, AK99S01 907-278-9275; F a t  907-278-9282
Web: www.ai>chor«KdowHtow,con» Email: asweethomef&gcLnet

April 8, 2003
Governor Frank Murkowski 
P.O. Box 110001 
Juneau, AK 998 U -0001

Re: Without the Longevity Bonus, Pioneer Home Vet Needs “Safety Net Program” 
Dear Governor Murkowski:

My 89-year-old father, a decorated World War II naval officer, is destitute and needs funds so he can 
receive continued medical care and services which are necessary for his health, and pain alleviation. He 
chose not to apply for the longevity bonus because he did not believe in government handouts. He frugally 
saved and believed his $300,000 savings would fund his retirement. Now my dad has paid the Anchorage 
Pioneer Home (APH) his savings, and has no money left to pay for care and services that the home no 
longer provides -  promised services which are necessary for his health, services which are needed to 
alleviate pain. 1 received your mailing entitled “Safety Net Programs Supporting Senior Citizens”, but I do 
not find any programs to assist his needs.

Since my dad’s admissions to APH in 9/97 rates have tripled at the Pioneer Homes, making APH twice as 
expensive as most Anchorage assisted living homes. However, with fee increases the Homes continue to 
redefine and cut services, and pass more expense on to the residents. For example, under new regulation all 
handicapped ADRD/Comprehensive residents must provide a traveling companion in order to ride APH’s 
handicapped bus to their medical appointments. Under the stipend program my dad is only allowed $100 
per month to cover his needs; I must supplement this since this is not enough. He cannot pay the $25+ 
charge for a companion. I do not see how I can, with a documented back injury, be his companion and push 
his chair and carry my baby at the same time. As a single mom, 1 cannot pay this additional cost. If APH 
has enough staff to transport residents for shopping events or the State Fair, why are they lacking staff for 
important medical transportation? Why are only the handicapped Pioneer Home residents forced to pay this 
additional expense/get family assistance to supplement short staffing? Where are the funds in your safety 
net programs to pay for this?

My father is physically handicapped and mentally challenged with dementia. Prior to admission, we were 
told APH was the premier assisted living dementia facility, which would provide individualized physical 
therapy and medical care to meet my dad’s needs, and that he could age in place without having to move to 
a nursing home. Now, in an email dated 2/25/02 Bill O ’Connor, Administrator states lhat because APH is 
an assisted living home it does “not provide intensive medical services, such as skilled PT or rehabilitative 
PT to residents. Such skilled health care can be provided off premises, as is the case for Mr. Margeson 
with Providence Outpatient Physical Therapy”, However, without transportation, my dad cannot attend 
physical therapy off premises. Furthermore, if my dad were receiving adequate exercise/ daily range of 
motion he would not need rehabilitative physical therapy (HCFA says becoming immobile is an indication 
of neglect). Because the Home does not provide the promised services, my twice daily visits are spent 
massaging my dad’s painful hand contractures, providing range of motion exercises, providing standing 
therapy, providing hydration, providing activity/exercise such as ball tossing, and feeding him; there is little 
time to simply relax and be his daughter. The Home continues to hire administrators, and cut the direct care 
CNA staff. With diminished services, free access to medical transportation is crucial.

My dad needs funding to pay for the administration of his nutritional supplements -  a service promised in 
writing prior to admission, but no longer provided. This service is provided by other assisted living homes, 
nursing homes, and the hospital, when doctored ordered, which is the case with my father. I have hired a 
health carc provider at a nominal amount to provide this service. A small portion of my dad’s $2000 social



security benefit would cover the cost, but the Pioneer Homes will allow him to use these funds for medical 
expenses. There is a grant program available to residents on the stipend, but my dad has been repeatedly 
denied funding. The Permanent Fund, which is his “safety net”, has been spent to pay for this service; his 
2003 Permanent Fund is also spent, and he is destitute with nq funds to pay for the service. By statute, a 
resident is allowed to choose his medical care and provider. My dad, son of Welsh-English immigrants, has 
taken nutritional supplements all of his life. At my dad’s Carc Conference 9/14/01, APH administration 
took away the administration of these supplements, which they had administered since 1997, claiming that 
Nursing Board Minutes dated Doc. 1998 precluded than from providing that service. Long-term Care 
Ombudsman J.R. Richards, Esq. termed this taking away of services (administering nutritional 
supplements, and transportation to Outpatient PT) retaliation for the Violation the Pioneer Home received 
on 8/21/01.1 bdieve this was the Home’s first Violation: my handicapped father, who cannot talk/push a 
call button/summon help, was left painfully restrained on a portable commode for one hour, as documented 
by video.

APH has pressured my dad’s physician to cancel the order for his nutritional supplements, which she has 
refused to do because of the health benefits to my dad. Where, in your Safety Net Programs are there 
funds to pay his health care provider for continued service?

My father, an All-American soccer player, suffers pain from past injuries -  for years the orthoped 
successfully prescribed use of APH's whirlpool/Jacuzzi for pain management. Without this service, my 
dad’s brow is furrowed in pain, and he sleeps fitfully. APH’s recent remodel replaced the whirlpool with 
expensive hi-tech sonic skin scaler tubs, which do not provide whirlpool pain management benefits.
Without medical transportation, 1 have been unable to determine if my dad should find an off-premise 
Jacuzzi, seek massage therapy, or take pain medication, which the doctor is reluctant to prescribe because 
of possible interactions with other medications. Cost of additional medications/services will increase 
stipend debt for the Pioneer Homes. Replacing the sonic skin scaler tub with the whirlpool is a cost- 
effective kinder Eden-like way of treating our Seniors. Are there funds available in your Safety Net for my 
dad's pain management Jacuzzi?

Budget cutting is necessary, but not at the expense of care for our Seniors. Hiring more administrators and 
cutting direct care/providing insufficient direct care staff is not the way we should treat Alaskans.
Trimming the budget should mean prioritizing services -  certainly, a resident should not be denied medical 
care. How we treat our elders defines the type of care we will receive in our old age. My dad is a proud 
Veteran - 1 hope your Safety Net Programs can provide immediate assistance and save him from the 
embarrassment of seeking funds through church or VFW fundraisers to pay for his medical needs: medical 
transportation, administration of nutritional supplements, and pain management whirlpool/Jacuzzi therapy. 
I appreciate your time and look forward to a response from you regarding these issues.

CC: Loren Leman, Lt. Governor Sincerely,
Senator Hollis French — . — ^
Senator Eric Croft
Senator Lyda Green Marty Margeson, POA for
Senator Gary Wilkens Ret. Lt Commander William Margeson
Senator Fred Dyson
Senator Gr etc hen Guess
Representative Ethan Berkowitz
Representative Les Gara
Representative Con Bunde
Representative Max Gruenberg
Commissioner Craig Campbell, Dept Military Sc Veteran Affairs 
Ron Cowan, Office of the Long-term Care Ombudsman 
CARING



A la ska  State Leg is la tu re

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
c o m m itte e  nam e

Committee o n   SB 35 & SB^6 , dated April 15,2003
b i l l  #  /  s u b je c t p u b lic  h e a rin g  date

To Whom It May Concern:

We here at the FCS vocational department feci that you M y  don’t understand the 

importance of DD funding. Without this funding DD consumers will be denied their 

links to the community. We will not be able to assist them in finding employment that 

will help them to be an active and contributing member of the community. Please 

reconsider your decision.

Signed: J qamma B ^ (u ^ r . B E t/f/icvSA\/AGLrPA7n/^ P/lan*  M illiA-
T e s t i f ie r  S u s / \ U  p £ r £ £ s  o N D a v i s

Self____________________ ______________________________ __________________________
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669______________________________________
A d d re ss

10 'd S108 882 106 'ON XUd

Phone number

on 1UN3M W S2SII 301 8002-SI-Hdy



A la ska  State Leg is la tu re

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name

Committee on SB 35 & SB 36 , dated April 15,2003
bill # / subject public hearing date

a  C o n s u m e r  W i th  a .
bb .Ot-e.-pon($khe- Op -funding. yrthoU-b~
" H e .  h u i W i n g  t-  h / t H  b e . /la n e -Q te q -e , p o f - e e /

Qndlonely- ih-e- ?t~ogfafo 
S U )  b u s y  r fa & f i* S e 4 L . H/'{aa

T \eS&  ri-e .
C  K / 1 5  £  Ih e  c r f fU s fU H y  i n  t

d c r - i r tu r j i i - f

^ Q . ( T £ L . : ; ^ 0

CcAN£>flL l)  ' '

43335 K-Bcach Rd #36 Soldotna. AK 99669 
Address

Phone number

20 'd S£0£ £92 £06 *0N X93 O H  19N3X W S2:It 301 8002-Sl-HdM



A la ska  State Leg is la tu re

Please enter into the record my testimony to the

Committee on SB 35 & SB 36
bill # / subject

D e a r S ena to r ,

I t  is sa id  th a t one k n o w s  w h e re  a c o u n try /s ta te  is on. th e  e v o lu t io n a ry  sca le  b y  th e  w a y  i t  

trea ts  its  u n iq u e  pe o p le , i.e ., th e  e ld e r ly , persons w ith  d is a b il it ie s , e tc . T h e  D D  budge t 
he lps p e o p le  l iv e  w ith  d ig n ity ;  do  n o t ta k e  th is  aw ay!
S in ce re ly ,

Ginger Drais
C are C o o rd in a to r

F ro n tie r  C o m m u n ity  S e rv ices

Signed:
Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

Senate Finance Committee 
committee name

, dated April 15,2003
public hearing date

£0 ’d 9£0£ £92 £06 'ON X93 O H  IUN3X N9 92:11 301 £002-9l-Hd9



A la ska  State Leg is la tu re

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name

Committee on SB 35 & SB 36 .dated April 15,2003
bill it 7 subject " public hearing date

D e a r S ena to r,

P lease re s to re  the  $ 1 ,2 0 0 ,0 0 0 .0 0  to  the  D e v e lo p m e n ta l D is a b i l i t y  G ra n t F u n d s  as th e y  

p ro v id e  c r it ic a l se rv ices  to  th e  d is a b le d  p o p u la t io n  o f  o u r  s ta te . A n y  changes need to  be 
increases n o t decreases as th e  fu n d s  a lre a d y  fa l l  sh o rt o f  th e  need.

K a re n  S tro h

C are  C o o rd in a to r  fo r  In d iv id u a ls  w ith  D e v e lo p m e n ta l D is a b i l i t ie s

Signed:
Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd#36 Soldotnu. AK 99669
Address

Phone number

910£ £02 1.06 ‘ON XOJ O il IVN3)I W 92:11 301 £002-9l-Hd0



A la ska  State Leg is la tu re

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name

Committee o n  SB 35 & SB 36____  , dated April 15,2003
bill # / subject public hearing date’

To whom it may concern,

As a care coordinator o f  DD  folks, I see the difference DD services makes in 
their lives. Many o f the people I serve have NO family. With out funding 
for staff, they would be in crisis after crisis, some institutionalized, and 
many would be abused and taken advantage o f in the community.

Joyce Williams
Care Coordinator/Activity Coordinator

Signed:
Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Bcach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

50 'd 9A0£ £82 106 'ON X8d Oil IUN3M W 92:1! 301 £002-9!-Hd8



A la ska  State Leg is la tu re

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name

Committee on & p 36 , dated April 15,2003
Bill # / subject " public hearing date

I have a daughter with a severe disability. Without DD  funding through the 
St. o f Alaska, our family would NOT be together today. Please restore the 
2.2 million dollars back to the DD general grant. The amount that is 
currently there is NOT enough for people with developmental disabilities. 
Thank you,
L y n n e t t e  H a a s

Signed:
Testifier

Self .................
Representing (optional) 

43335 K-Bcach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

90 ’d 9/.08 882 m  'ON m  on \\m  92:11 3flL 8002-Sl-Hdy



A la ska  State Leg is la tu re

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name

Committee on SB 35 & SB 36 , dated April 15,2003
bill # / subject public hearing date

April 9,2003 

Dear Senator,

I am writing about a vital need for developmental disability programs in our 
communities. 1 genuinely have seen what a difference these programs make. Please, 
support restoring the Developmental Disability (DD) General Fund Base Grant. Without 
this funding, families will be tom apart and faced with expenses they already do not have.

Sincerely,

Jessica Glonek
Communily Supporu Program Autian i

Signed:
Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd#36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

10 'd 9106 £82 106 'ON X8J Oil I8N3X W 12:11 301 8002-Sl-Udy



A la ska  State Leg is la tu re

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name —

Committee on SB 35 & SB 3 6 __  , dated April 15,2003
bill # / subject * public hearing date

I  have had the opportunity to work with children that have significant 
developmental delays. Medicaid and other resources w ill be used as a 
“ side stitch”  to accommodate those specific needs i f  the DD  budget is 
cut. It is our children that are being affected and they are our future. 
Please help us today!!!!

Signed:
Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

32.08 883 206 'ON X83 o n  18N3X W 23:1! 301 8003-31-ddV



A la ska  State Leg is la tu re
V  I

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name

Committee on SB 35 & SB 36 , dated April 15,2003
b ill #  / subject “  public hearing date

A s  the  p a re n t o f  a c h i ld  w ith  m u lt ip le  d e ve lo p m e n ta l d is a b il it ie s , I  k n o w  f i r s t  hand the 

n e ce ss ity  to r  se rv ice s . S u ch  se rv ices  h e lp  fa m ilie s  s tay to g e th e r a n d  fu n c t io n  as o th e r 

fa m il ie s  do . P lease  re s to re  th e  $ 2 .2  m i l l io n  in  D D  fu n d in g  to  h e lp  fa m il ie s  w h o  w i l l  be in  
c r is is  w ith o u t th e  se rv ice s  these fu n d s  p ro v id e !!
C in d y  D e m in g

Signed;
T e s t if ie r

S e lf

R e p re s e n tin g  (o p t io n a l)

4 3 3 3 5  K -B e a c h  R d  # 3 6 S o ld o tn a , A K  99669
A d d re ss

•*

Phone number

SLOE E02 106 ‘ON X03 on 10N3X U0 1.2: 1 1  301 8002-91-Hdy



A la ska  State Leg is la tu re

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name

Committee on SB 35 & SB 36__________ , dated April 15,2003
bill # /  subject public hearing date

Please send the following POM to the list of Senators attached:

I urge you to restore the $1,200,000 of underutilized funds to the Developmental 
Disability (DD) General Fund Base Grant budget line. Community Services arc a cost 
effective way to provide the ser'ices necessary to keep families/individuals out of crisis 
without assessing more expensive Medicaid funded services. Wini Crosby

Signed:
Testifier

Self
Representing (optional)

43335 K-Beach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

S/.08 882 106 'ON X W Oil 18N3)I UU 12:11 3fll S002-SI-ad8



A la ska  State Leg is la tu re

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
c o m m u te e  nam e

Committee on SB 35 & SB 36 , dated April 15,2003
bill # / suhiccf . - . . L i : - ----I----- J . . . ----------------------------

d a v j f -  o u v

A k J c i y  4  UJ ( X 4  t d  s _

? mo W evw ̂  w v c d z

C l f f  j T  6 o > ^ 4  CM +U -C

L o s * .  Q } J  & L f U ? ' h f  Olr l h  Q  q p c u f  & M <<

\ A J l l c U ,  ^  d ( ^ ) 4 -  G rtv 'pC f d o  C /L ? 0 (s i

I \

/ + *  O L  J p -

d o n - l w ie -s i u p  t ^ y  L i t * -  o K  

& V - 4 W /  h o I f  i W 4Uc, 6^4

43335 K-Beach Rd #36 Soldotna, AK 99669_______________________________________
A dd ress

C f a d y  P ' f l u t i v c l ' ---------------------------

II ‘J SiOE £82 i06 ’ON X W  O H  1WN3M H# £2:11 301 E002-SI-Sd«



A la ska  State Leg is la tu re

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee
committee name

Committee on SB 35 & SB 36__________ , dated April 15, 2003
bill # /  subject public hearing date'

X x ^ c * * ^ s z y b l /  ' o L c r y k t^ ,

S l̂ C yO ~ C J

sJ y y ?  -db$£& ^~" (

Signed:
Testifier

Self
Representing (optional) 

43335 K-Bcach Rd#36 Soldotna, AK 99669
Address

Phone number

S10£ £82 106 ’ON m o n  I M  W 8 2 1 11 3(11 £002-81-HdV



Linda LeVcque 
197 W. Corral St. 
Soldotna.AK 99669 
907-262-5675 
April 9,2003

To Whom it Concern:

I am currently a foster mother for a boy with disabilities. It is because of the DD 

funding that 1 am able to provide a therapeutic home and supply him with the services he 

so desperately needs. It is because of this that he is now developing peer relations and 

inclusion could be part of his future. If this funding is remove I know for certain that I 

would be negatively affected, and that it then would affect the environment that my foster 

son has become so accustomed to. Please do not destroy what we have labored so hard to 

achieve these past two years.

£1 'd SLOe £82  m  'ON x w o n  i m  w  8 2 ; 1 1 3 M  e o o 2 - s i - y d y



Senate Finance Committee Hearing

S u b je c t :  S e n a te  F in a n c e  C o m m it t e e  H e a r in g  

D a te :  Mon, 14 Apr 2 0 0 3  1 9 :2 5 :3 1  -0 6 0 0  

F r o m :  "roguszka" <roguszka@tnyexcel.com>
T o :  <Senator__Con_Biinde@Legis.state.ak.us>

I would l ik e  you to forward my comments on the f i s c a l  gap is su e  to  
the Senate Finance Committee for i t s  A pril 15-16 hearing. My 
comments are in  my l e t t e r  to  you o f March 15, 2003 as to my 
thoughts for  a s ig n if ic a n t  so lu tio n . You kindly responded to me 
v ia  l e t t e r  of April 1, 2003. That four page proposal, i f  applied  
to  everyone using Alaska fo r  whatever reason in clu d in g  
corp orations, would gen erate in excess  of $237,500,000 annually. 
Eugene G. Roguszka 
4400 O'Malley R d.,
Anchorage, AK 99507

I of I 4/15/2003 8:16 AM

mailto:roguszka@tnyexcel.com
mailto:Senator__Con_Biinde@Legis.state.ak.us


Senator Con Bunde 
A laska State Capitol 
Juneau, A laska 99801-1182

Senator Bunde:

In  response to you r e-mail o f M arch 11, 2003 requesting my thoughts as 
to the best solution to A laska ’ s fiscal gap, I  propose the adoption o f an 
“ A laska Universal User Fee” . W ith in the criteria o f  my proposal, that 
fee could generate at least $237,300,000 annually.

1. The fee would apply to every person using A laska fo r  what ever 
reason, i.e., living here as a resident o r  non-resident, visiting as a tourist, 
entering and spending some time as a salesman, contractor (including a ll 
contractor personnel), consultant, working as an off-shore o r  on-shore 
fisherman, out-of-state oil fie ld w orker— just to same a handful o f 
typical users.

2. The fee would effectively be a monthly fee.

3. The fee would be vo luntary fo r  the firs t 48 hours o f an a r r i ' i J  in 
A laska. I t  could be vo luntary fo r  the 11th and 12th morJhs o f a 
consecutive period related to a calendar year. F o r a ll other time, the fee 
would be mandatory and due.

4. As a condition o f adopting the “ A laska Universal U ser Fee” , both the 
Permanent Fund D istribution P rog ram  and the Longevity Bonus 
P rog ram  would continue, basically in accord with present practices.

5. Fees due could be deducted from  the Permanent Fund Dividend, 
through payro ll deduction, as a surcharge on airp lane tickets, and as a 
payment at a po rt o f entry o f a vehicle o r  boat. Some users might be 
d ifficu lt to reach such as “ outside”  fishermen o f the Bering Sea; 
however, I  believe, these people could be reached via fish landings.

6. Duplication must be avoided. Accordingly, a receipt would be issued 
to a recipient o f  a PFD  check ( i f  the fee was deducted therein) to avoid a
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payro ll deduction covering the same calendar period. A decal, o r 
sim ilar device, would be issued to a motorhome/car visitor upon entering 
A laska to avoid a citation by a law enforcement officer.

7. W ith the “ A laska Universa l U ser Fee”  in place, some other proposals 
might not be necessary, i.e., annual school tax, state w ild life conservation 
pass, the seasonal sales tax, and discontinuation o f  the Longevity Bonus 
P rog ram — that p rogram  w ill phase itse lf out soon enough i f  one care fu lly  
reads the obituary pages.

8. The “ A laska Universal U ser Fee”  might be in the range o f  $15 to $25 
per month.

Some basic statistics should be noted:

o The population o f A laska in the year 2002 was 643,786; this was a 
healthy increase from  633,630 in the year 2001. The increase was 1 .6% .

o The number o f paid P F D  applicants was 587,518 in 2002 vs. 581,509 in 
2001. This was an increase o f only 1 .0%

o The number o f non-resident workers was 67,963 in 2001; resident 
workers were 301,881 which does not include federa l employees and the 
se lf employed— some o f whom probably were paid the PFD .

o The number o f visitors (a rriva ls  to A laska) between October 2001 and 
September 2002 was well over 1,500,000 people; this does not include 
resident arriva ls .

Based on a user fee of, say, $25 per month, the revenue generated 
annually would be:

o PFD  applicants 587, 518 @  $250 each $146,900,000

o Residents (non-PFD recipients) 56,268 @  $250 each $14,100,000



o Non-resident w orkers who w ork fu ll time, say 5 0%  o f 
67,963 @  $250 each $ 8,500,000

o Non-resident w orkers who w ork  less than fu ll time, say 50%

o Visitors o f 1,500,000, say, 1 0%  fo r 2 months @  $25 $ 7,500,000

o Visitors o f 1,500,000, say, 9 0%  fo r  1 month @  $25 $33,800,000

o It is not unrealistic to add a contingency o f 1 0%  to 
cover growth in 2003 and to expect identification 
o f additional users not herein noted. Fu rther refine­
ment o f data by more intimately knowledgeable 
people within the government may add even more.

o f 67,963 @  $25 per month fo r  6 month average $ 5,100,000

o Sub-Total $215,900,000

Add 10%  o f $215,900,000 $ 21,600,000

o Total $237,500,000

At a rate o f $20, the revenue generated would be $190,000,000; at a 
rate o f $15, the annual revenue would be $142,500,000. Each $1.00



w o u ld  g e n e r a te  $ 9 ,5 0 0 ,0 0 0 .

This illustrates my view that we individually and collectively have an 
obligation to support reasonable levels and sizes o f state services. In  my 
ea rlie r letter to you, I  expressed opposition to elimination o f the Longe­
vity Bonus P rog ram  now because that would have placed a m a jo r share 
o f the financial burden on a very small increment o f the population.

The above approach is one o f fairness and equality in sharing the cost 
without an excessive burden to each o f us. No one person o r group is 
singled out fo r  special treatment.

I  am available to discuss this proposal fu rther.

Anchorage, A laska 99507-6524

Phone 907-346-1024; Fax 907-346-1074 
E -M ail: roguszka@myexcel.com 
M arch 15, 2003
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Rc: Lcgisln'ivc Update - Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on the Budget

S ub jec t: He: Legislative U pdate - Senate  F inance to  T ak e  Public C om m ent on the  B udget 
D ate: Sun, 13 Apr 2003 13:34:45 -0700 (PDT)

F rom : doug hill <deeryard2001 @ yahoo.com>
To: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us>

Senator Bunde,

Thank you for the updates that you send to us, your constituents.

It seems that the ruling class in Juneau erroneously believes that we have to dismantle (HB 191, EO 107) 
the ability lo protect the very things that make Alaska rich - our lakes, streams, rivers, wetlands, riparian 
zones, etc. in order to cut state spending. I would gladly relinquish my PFD and pay taxes in order lo 
maintain the quality of Alaska's habitat. You can't have fish and wildlife without habitat. D > you treat 
your home and your yard like some of the poor resource extraction companies and contractors treat 
the country in the vicinity of their projects. When are folks going to stand up and treat the country with 
some respect.

I will support responsible development and responsible politicians. I grew up in a Republican family and 
have voted undeclared as an adult. I have voted for whom I fell was the best candidate (Republican and 
Democrat). But, after witnessing the fiasco with regard to EO 107 and HB 191/SB 143 I plan to do all I 
can to assist any party other than the Republican party in the future. EO 107 and HB 191/SB 143 are just 
two examples of situations where the WAS NO LEGITIMATE OR INTELLIGENT CASE, YET THE 
VAST MAJORITY OF REPUBLICANS WERE NOT STRONG ENOUGH TO THINK FOR 
THEMSELVES - THEY LOCK STEPPED TO THE MURKOWSKI BEAT IN SPITE OF PUBLIC 
SENTIMENT. Until a Republican can show me they arc working for the state and not special interests, I 
will join the growing ranks of anti-republicans.

It is time to dissolve the two party system. I am tired of Democrat and Republican partisan politics.

Thank you for your time and efforts,
Doug Hill 
Constituent

_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us> wrote:

Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts on some Alaskans. That is 
frustrating after twenty years of not having to address that reality. However, it's my 
considered opinion that if we do not address the reductions and the revenues necessary to fill 
our fiscal gap, Alaska's economy will experience a drastic downturn that will have a negative 
impact on business, state services, and all citizens alike.

That's the long way to say that while no one likes it when a program they use and/or value is 
cut, and no one likes the prospect of new taxes or fees, most of us recognize that if the State 
continues to sperd more money than it has, we'll be in deep financial trouble lhat will 
require very deep cuts to core services plus higher taxes than are currently proposed. Plus, 
perhaps, even the loss of our PFDs.

The House has passed their version of the Governor’s budget proposal to the Senate, which
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Re: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

S ub jec t: Re: Legislative U pdate - Senate  F inance to T ake P ub lic  C om m ent on the  B udget 
D ate: Sun, 13 Apr 2003 16:22:36 -0800 

F ro m : M&J Coulombe <coulombe@gci.net>
T o: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.statc.ak.us>

Con - CUT CUT CUT!!! Cut the Longevity Bonus and anything else we can possibly do!! Support the Governor's 
proposals!

—  Criginal Message.....
From: Con Bunde
To: Legislative Update
Sent: Friday, April 11, 2003 5:11 PM
Subject: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget 

Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts on some Alaskans. That is 
frustrating after twenty years of not having to address that reality. However, it's my 
considered opinion that if we do not address the reductions and the revenues necessary to fill 
our fiscal gap, Alaska's economy will experience a drastic downturn that will have a negative 
impact on business, state services, and all citizens alike.

That's the long way to say that while no one likes it when a program they use and/or value is 
cut, and no one likes the prospect of new taxes or fees, most of us recognize that if the State 
continues to spend more money than it has, we'll be in deep financial trouble that will 
require very deep cuts to core services plus higher taxes than are currently proposed. Plus, 
perhaps, even the loss of our PFDs.

The House has passed their version of the Governor's budget proposal to the Senate, which 
has also been considering their version in various subcommittees. T he S enate  F inance 
C om m ittee will be tak ing  pub lic  com m ent on the ir p rop o sed  b u dget from  a ro u n d  the 
s ta te  A pril 15-16. A nchorage residen ts will be able to com m ent via te leconference on  
A pril 15th betw een 8:00 p .m . and  9:00 p.m . a t  the A nchorage  Legislative In fo rm atio n  
Office, 716 W . 4 th  A venue.

While you have doubtless read about the more controversial budget proposals in the 
newspaper, I encourage you to review the Senate Finance Subcommittees’ Close-out Reports 
for yourself at http://www.legfin.state.ak.us/ and take the time to offer your comments to the 
full committee. You can do so during the public comment teleconference. If you cannot gel 
to the teleconference, but would like to comment, please contact me, preferably in writing by 
fax or e-mail, and I will be happy lo forward your comments to the committee for the record.

Con

A ll addresses i h i '  " b lin d "  .for you r privacy. /I stric t "no  spam”  /u iliry  is observed. I f  von don l u :sh to receive "  leg is la tive  Update," ju s t 
le t me know. I f  von know a.friend o r  ne ighbor who lu t\ not i  revived ''leg is la tive  U pdate" lin t would like to I tr  In titu led, I  w ill be p lod  to 

include them I f  they Cnititiet me. Your replies, continents, ipiestimts, on tl/o r suggestions are welcome. Constituent comments on legislation  
and p a ltry  issues may be labttloled, slutt ed with other legislators, o r (gutted in »/><?« cites. Names, however, w ill be kept private.
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RE: Legislative Update - Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on the Budget

S ubject: R E: Legislative U pdate  - Senate  F inance to T ake  Public C om m ent on the  B udget 
D ate: Mon, 14 Apr 2003 12:45:03 -0500 

From : "Townsend, Monte A" <TownseMA@BP.com>
To: '"Con Bunde"' <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us>

Con,

Just a quick note in response. And I am your neighbor - physically, as our property joins each other on Goldenview.

Please maintain your stance on reducing spending, even though it means cuts to services. I favor user fees, 
substantial ones if necessary. Then we can more appropriately make the decision of how much we want to pay for.
I do not agree with monies going into a general fund to then be distributed.

The suggested reduction by the governor is good. Please support. Personally I would even push harder on trying to 
take oul expenses this year.

A little good news. Compared to many other States our budget is much better off!

Thanks for working hard.

Monte Townsend

 Original Message-----
F rom : Con Bunde [mailto:Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us]
Sent: Friday, April 11, 2003 5:12 PM 
To: Legislative Update
S u b je c t : Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget 

Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts on some Alaskans. That is frustrating after 
twenty years of not having to address that reality. However, it's my considered opinion that if we do not 
address the reductions and the revenues necessary to fill our fiscal gap, Alaska's economy will experience a 
drastic downturn that will have a negative impact on business, stale services, and all citizens alike.

That's the long way to say that while no one likes it when a program they use and/or value is cut, and no 
one likes the prospect of new taxes or lees, most of us recognize that if the State continues to spend more 
money than it has, we'll be in deep financial trouble that will require very deep cuts lo core services plus 
higher taxes than arc currently proposed. Plus, perhaps, even the loss of our PFDs.

The House has passed I heir version of the Governor's budget proposal to the Senate, which has also been 
considering their version in various subcommittees. T he Senate F inance C om m ittee will be Inking 
public com m ent on th e ir  p roposed  budget from  around  the sta te  A pril 15-16. A nchorage residents 
will be able to com m ent via te leconference on A pril 15th between 8:00 p.m . and  9:00 p.m . a t the 
A nchorage Legislative In fo rm ation  Office, 716 W . 4th Avenue.

While you have doubtless read about the more controversial budget proposals in the newspaper, I 
encourage you to review the Senate Finance Subcommittees' Close-out Reports for yourself at 
http://www.legfin.state.ak.us/ and lake the time to offer your comments to the full committee. You can do 
so during the public comment teleconference. If you cannot gel to the teleconference, but would like to 
comment, please contact me, preferably in writing by fax or e-mail, and I will be happy to forward your
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RE: legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

S ub jec t: R E : Legislative U pdate - Senate F inance to T ake P ub lic  C om m ent on the  Budget 
D ate: Mon, 14 Ap • 2003 11:07:58 -0800 

F ro m : "Carman, John" <JCarmun@homestatemtg.com>
T o: 'Con Bunde' <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us>

Thank you for the information. Please pass my comments on to the committee. As O'Riley would say I will try to be 
Pithy when I Opine.

I have lived in Alaska since 1971 - 1 am in the banking industry and have seen many booms and busts. I agree with 
you completely that an adjustment should be made in smaller amounts earlier rather than large drastic amounts 
later. I also firmly believe that the purpose of the permanent fund was to fund government. The only way you can 
justify taxing one group of Alaskans while you are paying out "excess" money to another group is if you believe the 
purpose of government is to redistribute income. In that case you also need to move to a socialist country - but you 
better move quick because they are all failing rapidly. No argument of 'Fairness" makes any sense - why is it more 
fair to tax a working, contributing, Alaskan that has lived here for many years rather than take part of a pfd from a 10 
year old ihat moved here from Los Angeles last year ?

 Original Message—
F rom : Con Bunde [mailto:Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us]
S e n t : April 11, 2003 5:12 PM 
T o : Legislative Update
S u b je c t : Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget 

Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts on some Alaskans. That is 
frustrating after twenty years of not having to address that reality. However, it's my 
considered opinion that if we do not address the reductions and the revenues necessary to fill 
our fiscal gap, Alaska's economy will experience a drastic downturn that will have a negative 
impact on business, state services, and all citizens alike.

That’s the long way to say that while no one likes it when a program they use and/or value is 
cut, and no one likes the prospect of new taxes or fees, most of us recognize that if the State 
continues to spe- . more money than il has, we'll be in deep financial trouble that will require 
very deep cuts to core services plus higher taxes than are currently proposed. Plus, perhaps, 
even the loss of our PFDs.

The House has passed their version of the Governor's budget proposal to the Senate, which 
has also been considering their version in various subcommittees. T he Senate  F inance 
C om m ittee will be tak ing  pub lic  com m ent on th e ir  p roposed  budget from  a ro u n d  the 
s ta te  A pril 15-16. A nchorage residents will be ab le to com m ent via teleconference on 
A pril 15th betw een 8:00 p.m . and  9:00 p.m . a t  the A nchorage Legislative In form ation  
O ffice, 716 W . 4th  A venue.

While you have doubtless read about the more controversial budget proposals in the 
newspaper, I encourage you to review the Senate Finance Subcommittees' Close-out Reports 
for yourself at hUp://www.legfin.state.ak.us/ and take the time to offer your comments to the 
full committee. You can do so during the public comment teleconference. If you cannot get 
to the teleconference, but would like to comment, please contact me, preferably in writing by 
fax or e-mail, and I will be happy to forward your comments to the committee for the record.

Con
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Rc: Legislative Update - Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on die Budget

Subject: Re: Legislative U pdate - Senate  F inance to T ak e  P ublic  C om m en t on the  B udget 
D ate: Sun, 13 Apr 2003 08:58:12 -0800 

From : Dianne Holmes <dianeh@corecom.net>
To: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.staie.ak.us>

Con,
I have looked at part of the C lose-out reports and w hile they are of 
course very confusing to the average c i t iz e n , I have some g u estion s:

Regarding the f ir e  suppression fu n d s -- i t  appears there i s  a lo t  of new 
funding e s p e c ia l ly  for 'preparedness.' What w i l l  those funds a c tu a lly  
be used for?

Also I see in  “.he Ed budget that the funding for  "ward o f the state"  
has been elim in ated  which w i l l  a f f e c t  the la rg er  c i t i e s  such as 
Anchorage. I assume that DFYS i s  s t i l l  resp on sib le  for c h ild  abuse and 
n eg lec t, so I would assume that funding would s t i l l  be needed for  
those ch ildren  who become wards o f the s ta te .  I am not sure what 
funding LFYS has for such needs or why the Ed budget has/had th is  
program, but I would think DFYS c a n 't  do th e ir  job w ithout means to  
deal with 'wards.' What does th is  mean?

I did  not see  anything about Community Schools in  the budget but may 
have missed i t .  You know thr.L CS g iv e s  the whole s ta te  the b ig g est  
bang for the buck and probably should be under mental h ea lth .
Sometimes such low c o st programs are the only hea lth y  so c ia l o u t le t  
that fa m ilie s  have. N ew -to -th e-sta te  fa m ilie s  & those where E nglish i s  
not th e ir  f i r s t  language may use CS as th e ir  on ly  so c ia l  o u t le t  for  
becoming fa m ilia r  w ith a strange c lim a te . Anything that can be done co 
help vo lu n teers carry out th is  c r i t i c a l  program should be encouraged 
as we a l l  b e n e fit  in the end w ith a h e a lth ie r  s o c ie ty . The program 
should not be d e le ted  from the s ta tu te s  ( l ik e  was planned, I b e liev e )  
and some, even minor, funding should be given to  help  keep th is  
program a liv e  so that i t  can be rev ived  more f u l ly  when our next 
Pruahoe comes in .

Dianne Holmes
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Rc: legislative Update - Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on the Budget

S u b jec t: Re: Legislative U pdate  - Senate F inance to T ake  P ublic  C om m ent on  the B udget 
D ate: Sun, 13 Apr 2003 08:20:04 -0800 

F ro m : Steve Heuslee <.shenslee@juno.com>
T o: Senator_Con_Runde@Legis.state.ak.us

Con,

I agree with your recent e-mail and I agree the PFD will go away, but not now. The legislature has shown 
no fiscal responsibility to date and their only solution has been to find more money. With this mind set, the 
permanent fund will not be permanent for long. You say we have not had to deal with reality. Allowing 
access to the permanent fund prior to real fiscal decisions being made and before someone stands up to 
take leadership in the legislature (this does not include Pete Kott), access lo the permanent fund will only 
continue the dream world. If you think we have problems now, what will it look like when there is no 
permanent fund?

I fully support the governor's budget, please support it in Juneau. I know it's tough, but now is the 
opportunity to lead.

Steve Henslee
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Re: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

S ub jec t: Re: Legislative U pdate - Senate  F inance  to T ak e  Public C om m ent on th e  B udget 
D ate: Fri, 11 Apr 2003 20:04:20 -0800 (Alaskan Standard Time)

F rom : "FJNKLE" <finkie@arctic.net>
To: <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us>

D e a r  S e n a t o r  B u n d e ,

W h e n  t h e  s u r p l u s  is  g o n e ,  it’s  g o n e .  W h e n  t h e  s p e c i a l  p r o g r a m s  o f  r e w a r d  a t e  o u t  o f  m o n e y ,  
t h e n  t h e y  t o o  a r e  g o n e .  T h a t  w il l e v e n t u a l l y  i n c l u d e  t h e  P F D  w h ic h  I p e r s o n a l l y  f e e l  s h o u l d  b e  
a p p l i e d  t o  t h e  i n f r a  s t r u c t u r e  o f  A l a s k a .  I g u e s s  t h e  q u e s t i o n  is , w i l l  t h e  p o l i t i c a l  c l im a t e  u s e  P F D  
w i s e l y  o r  b r in g  t h e  " p o r k "  b a c k  t o  t h e i r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  w i t h o u t  t h e  g r e a t e r  i n t e r e s t  o f  A l a s k a  a t  
h e a r t ?  I t h in k  t h e  p u b l i c  t h in k s  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  is  n o t  c a p a b l e  o f  t h e  g r e a t e r  g o o d  w h e n  l o c a l  
i n t e r e s t s  p u l l  o f f  r e s o u r c e s  n e e d e d  f o r  s t a t e  w i d e  b e n e f i t .

T h e r e  a r e  n o  f r e e  r i d e s .  If p e o p l e  w a n t  im p r o v e m e n t s  a n d  a  s o c i a l  s t r u c t u r e  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  t h e i r  
l i fe  s t y l e ,  ten  t a x e s  a r e  r e q u i r e d  t o  p r o v i d e  t h a t  e l e v a t e d  l e v e l  o f  l iv in g  ( i . e .  r o a d s ,  e d u c a t i o n ,  
h a r b o r s  , id t r a d e )

I d o n ' t  t h in k  p a y i n g  t h e  b i l l s  h a s  m u c h  t o  d o  w i th  d e v e l o p i n g  n e w  e c o n o m i c  o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  
H o w e v e r ,  if y o u  d o n ' t  p a y  t h e  b i l l s  t h e n  y o u ' v e  g o t  a  d e b t  w h i c h  h a s  a  n e g a t i v e  im p a c t  o n  e v e r y  
a s p e c t  o f  l iv ing  in t h e  s t a t e  P a y i n g  t h e  b i l l s  h a s  e v e r y t h i n g  t o  d o  w ith  t h e  m a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  
s t a t e ,  its  p r o g r a m s  a n d  its a b i l i t y  t o  g i v e  o u r  c i t i z e n s  w h a t  t h e y  h a v e  c o m e  t o  e x p e c t  a s  a  g i v e n  
w ith  o u t  p a y i n g  t h e  " f i d d l e r . "  S o m e t h i n g  h a s  t o  g i v e .  It's t im e  t o  p a y  t h e  f i d d l e r .  I a m  n o t  
f a m i l i a r  w i th  t h e  d e t a i l e d  a s p e c t s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r s  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l .  R e g a r d l e s s ,  if t h e  p u b l i c  
h a s  t o  c h ip  in t o  m a i n t a i n  o u r  l e v e l  o f  m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  o p e r a t i o n ,  t h e n  s o  b e  it.

R o d  F i n k l e

 Original Message-------

From: Con Bunde
Date: Friday, April 11, 2003 17:15:27 
To: Legislative Update
Subject: Legislative Update - Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget 

Dear Neighbors,

Budget reductions are difficult because they have real impacts on some Alaskans. That is frustrating after 
twenty years of not having to address that reality. However, it's my considered opinion that if we do not 
address the reductions and the revenues necessary to fill our fiscal gap, Alaska's economy will experience 
a drastic downturn that will have a negative impact on business, state services, and all citizens alike.

Thai's the long way to say that while no one likes it when a program they use and/or value is cut, and no 
one likes the prospect ‘ ew taxes or fees, most of us recognize that if the State continues to spend more 
money than it has, we'll be in deep financial trouble that will require very deep cuts to core services plus 
higher taxes than are currently proposed. Plus, perhaps, even the loss of our PFDs.

T House has passed their version of the Governor's budget proposal lo the Senate, which has also been 
considering their version in various subcommittees. T h e  Senate  F inance  C om m ittee will be tak ing  
public  com m ent on th e ir  proposed budget from  a ro u n d  the s ta te  A pril 15-16. A nchorage residents

1 ol 2 4/15/2003 8:58 AM
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Response to Legislative Update

S u b je c t :  R e s p o n s e  to  L e g is la t iv e  U p d a te  

D a te :  M o n ,  14 A p r  2 0 0 3  2 1 :5 0 :2 5  -0 8 0 0  

F r o m :  "J e n n y  R e d ic k  &  R e g a n  S arvvas" < jn r@ a la s k a .n e t>
T o :  "C o n  B u n d e "  < S e n a to r_ C o n _ B u n d e @ L e g is .s ta te .a k .u s >

Hi C o n :
T h a n k s  f o r  t h e  g r e a t  j o b  k e e p i n g  y o u r  c o n s t i t u e n t s  i n f o r m e d .  W e  a p p r e c i a t e  it.

R e g a r d i n g  t h e  b u d g e t  r e d u c t i o n s ,  w e  f i n d  it i n c r e d i b l e  t h a t  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  l e g i s l a t u r e  
is  u n a b l e  t o  e n d  a  w e l f a r e  p r o g r a m  f o r  w e a l t h y  o l d e r  A l a s k a n s  w h i l e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  
c u t t in g  f u n d i n g  f o r  t h e  c a r e  a n d  e d u c a t i o n  o f  o u r  y o u n g .

G i v e n  o u r  l im i t e d  r e s o u r c e s ,  w h y  a r e  w e  r e d u c i n g  o u r  i n v e s t m e n t  in t h e  m o s t  
v u l n e r a b l e  p o r t i o n  o f  o u r  p o p u l a t i o n  ( t h e  s e g m e n t  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  t h a t  w i l l  r e t u r n  
t h a t  i n v e s tm e n t  in t h e  f u t u r e ) ,  w h i le  m a in t a i n i n g  o u r  e x p e n d i t u r e s  o n  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  
o u r  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t ,  a s  a  w h o l e ,  a r e  a l r e a d y  w e l l  p r o v i d e d  f o r ?

T h e  a n s w e r  t o  t h a t  q u e s t i o n  is  b l a t a n t l y  o b v i o u s  t o  v o t e r s .  L e g i s l a t o r s  a r e  p a n d e r i n g  
t o  t h o s e  w ith  t h e  m o s t  p o l i t i c a l  c l o u t  e v e n  if t h e y  h a v e  t h e  l e a s t  n e e d .  It is  d i s t r e s s i n g  
t o  u s  t h a t  t h o u g h t f u l ,  r e s p o n s i b l e  l e a d e r s h i p  in t h i s  a r e a  is  s o  l a c k i n g .  W h a t  k in d  o f  
m e s s a g e  is th i s  s e n d i n g  a b o u t  o u r  p r i o r i t i e s ?  W h a t  k in d  o f  f u t u r e  a r e  w e  h e l p i n g  t o  
b u i ld  f o r  o u r  c o m m u n i t y ?

W e  k n o w  t h a t  b u d g e t  c u t s  a r e  n e c e s s a r y  a t  t h i s  t im e .  W e  h o p e  t h a t  y o u  w i l l  b e  a  
v o i c e  o f  r e a s o n  d u r i n g  t h i s  p r o c e s s .

S i n c e r e l y ,
R e g a n  S a r w a s  a n d  J e n n y  R e d i c k

4/15/2003 9:07 AM
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Legislative Update - Senate Finance lo Take Public Comment on the Budget

Sub jec t: Re: Legislative U pdate - Senate F inance to T ake  Public C om m ent on th e  B udget 
D ate: Fri, 11 Apr 2003 17:19:24 -0800 

F rom : Gary Miller <gary.miller@alaska.com>
To: Con Bunde <Senator_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us>

We a g r e e ,  i t ’ s  t im e  t o  g e t  r e a l ,  s t a r t  w ith  an in co m e  t a x ,  r e d u c e  p fd  
and u s e  b a la n c e  tow a rd  n e c e s s a r y  s t a t e  e x p e n s e s .  We c a n n o t  j u s t  c u t  o u r  
way t o  i n s a n i t y  w h ich  t h e  c u r r e n t  d i r e c t i o n .  We a r e  m ore th a n  w i l l i n g  
t o  pay m ore t a x e s !

G ary and S u san  M i l l e r

From: Con Bunde <S e n a t o r _ C o n _ B u n d e @ L e g is .s t a te .a k .u s > 
O r g a n iz a t io n :  A la s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  
D a te :  F r i ,  1 1  Apr 2 0 0 3  1 7 : 1 1 : 3 8  -0 8 0 0
T o: L e g i s l a t i v e  U p d ate  < ls n c b u n + l e g u p d a t e @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s > 
S u b j e c t :  L e g i s l a t i v e  U pd ate  -  S e n a t e  F in a n c e  t o  T ak e P u b l ic  
Comment on t h e  B u d g et

D ear N e ig h b o r s ,

B u d g e t r e d u c t io n s  a r e  d i f f i c u l t  b e c a u s e  t h e y  h a v e  r e a l  im p a c ts  
on som e A la s k a n s .  T h a t i s  f r u s t r a t i n g  a f t e r  tw e n ty  y e a r s  o f  
n o t  h a v in g  t o  a d d r e s s  t h a t  r e a l i t y .  H ow ever, i t ' s  my 
c o n s id e r e d  o p in io n  t h a t  i f  we do n o t  a d d r e s s  t h e  r e d u c t io n s  and  
t h e  r e v e n u e s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  f i l l  ou r  f i s c a l  g a p , A l a s k a ' s  econom y  
w i l l  e x p e r i e n c e  a d r a s t i c  dow n turn  t h a t  w i l l  h a v e  a n e g a t i v e  
im p a c t  on b u s i n e s s ,  s t a t e  s e r v i c e s ,  and a l l  c i t i z e n s  a l i k e .

T h a t ' s  t h e  lo n g  way t o  s a y  t h a t  w h i le  no o n e  l i k e s  i t  when a 
program  t h e y  u se  a n d /o r  v a lu e  i s  c u t ,  and no o n e  l i k e s  t h e  
p r o s p e c t  o f  new t a x e s  o r  f e e s ,  m ost o f  us r e c o g n iz e  t h a t  i f  t h e  
S t a t e  c o n t in u e s  t o  sp en d  m ore money th a n  i t  h a s ,  w e ' l l  be in  
d e e p  f i n a n c i a l  t r o u b l e  t h a t  w i l l  r e q u ir e  v e r y  d e e p  c u t s  t o  c o r e  
s e r v i c e s  p lu s  h ig h e r  t a x e s  th a n  a r e  c u r r e n t l y  p r o p o s e d . P l u s ,  
p e r h a p s , e v e n  t h e  l o s s  o f  o u r  PFDs.

The H ouse h a s  p a s s e d  t h e i r  v e r s i o n  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r 's  b u d g e t  
p r o p o s a l  t o  t h e  S e n a t e ,  w h ich  h a s a l s o  b een  c o n s id e r i n g  t h e i r  
v e r s i o n  in  v a r io u s  s u b c o m m it te e s .  The S e n a t e  F in a n c e  C o m m ittee  
w i l l  b e  t a k in g  p u b l i c  comment on t h e i r  p r o p o s e d  b u d g e t  from  
a ro u n d  t h e  s t a t e  A p r il  1 5 - 1 6 .  A n ch o ra g e  r e s i d e n t s  w i l l  b e  a b le  
t o  comment v i a  t e l e c o n f e r e n c e  on  A p r il  1 5 th  b e tw e en  8 : 0 0  p . m.  
and  9 : 0 0  p . m.  a t  t h e  A n ch o ra g e  L e g i s l a t i v e  I n f o r m a t io n  O f f i c e ,  
716  W. 4 t h  A v en u e .

Wh i l e  you h a v e  d o u b t l e s s  read  a b o u t t h e  m ore c o n t r o v e r s i a l

4/15/2003 8:58 AM
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Senate Finance to Take Public Comment on the Budget

S u b je c t :  S e n a te  F in a n c e  to  T a k e  P u b l ic  C o m m e n t  o n  th e  B u d g e t  

D a te :  M o n ,  14  A p r  2 0 0 3  2 2 :1 5 :5 7  -0 9 0 0  

F r o m :  le e w ils o n @ g c i.n e t
T o :  C o n  B u n d e  < S e n a to i_ C o n _ B u n d e @ L e g is .s ta te .a k .u s >

L ee  W ils o n
9621 H ills id e  Drive
Anchorage, AK 99507-6010
907-346-3669
leew ilson@ gci.net
4/14/2003
Senate Budget Subcommittee C loseouts

I am unable to  make the c a l l  in  on Tuesday 
Please accept my comments courtesy  o f Senator Con 
Bundy.

Governor Murkowski was e le c te d  on a pro­
education campaign among other prom ises. Cuts to  the 
foundation program, transportation  and lib ra ry  
operations are un acceptab le . We are asking the 
sch oo ls to  do more than ever w ith more a cco u n ta b ility  
than ever y e t they continue to perform w ell by any 
measure. These cu ts undermine education achievement 
and begin a d ec lin e  to  l e s s  than e x c e lle n t  sch oo lin g .

The U n iversity  o f Alaska i s  ju s t  regain ing i t s  
fo o tin g . Public confidence i s  ju st  returning. Cuts 
now w i l l  undermine program and progress.

The H abitat d iv is io n  must remain w ith f is h  
and Game. The governor c le a r ly  does not understand 
that Fish and Game has the best long range look at 
how development a f f e c t s  h a b ita t and how bes

t  to
m itig a te  damage. Murkowski to ld  us a lo t  of m is- 
truth  about h is  proposal. I sm ell a skunk, i t  reeks 
of o u tr ig h t fo re stry  fa voritism  . The d irec to r  of 
DNR came from where?

C lose the s ta te  chem istry lab in  Juneau?
Doesn't that ju s t  t i e  the hands of environmental 
enforcement?

Safe communities are the heart of democratic 
s o c ie ty . How can a cut o f $4,193.9 be good for my 
fam ily and our neighbors?

How can $511.7 be subtracted from Motor V eh icles  
without a fe e  in crease  to maintain current le v e l  of 
serv ice?

I of I 4/15/2003 9;0G AM

mailto:leewilson@gci.net
mailto:Senatoi_Con_Bunde@Legis.state.ak.us
mailto:leewilson@gci.net


04/14/03 19:48 FAX 1 907 346 3293 Janes K. B arn e tt @02

( H o o k  ^ I n l e l  ^ t s i n r i c a l

April 14,2003 ' # '•••
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To all Senate Finance Committee Members:
Senator Lyda Green, Co-chair.(Fax; 465-3805)
Senator Gary Wilken, Co-Chair (Fax 465-4714)
Senator Con Bunde, Vice Chair (Fax 465-3871)
Senator Robin Taylor (Fax 465-3922)
Senator Ben Stevens (Fax 465-3872)
Senator Lyman Hoffman (Fax 465-4453)
Senator Donny Olson (Fax 465-4821)

Dear Senator:

The Cook Inlet Historical Society urges you to restore funding the State Library and State 
Archives budgets. Restoring funds io the Alaska State Archives and State Library would ensure 
public access during regular business hours and provide at least a minimum service level for 
these organizations.

Public access to government records is a vital part of our democratic society. For example, 
citizens use government records to document their right to vote, apply for a permanent fund 
dividend, and to register for unemployment, health benefits, and other social services. State 
records help us understand the history of our state and nation, and they play an important role in 
the interpretation of our past. Open access to government records are central to maintaining a 
free and open society and one of state government’s most fundamental and vital responsibilities.

In addition, the cuts proposed for the state library will adversely affect the historical collections 
and public access to the services and collections will be severely limited. Researchers traveling 
to Juneau to use the resources of the state library have a special financial hardship, as the hours 
of the historical collections that are already on reduced hours due to prior budget cuts will be 
further limited.

The Cook Inlet Historical Society members are asking you to restore the funds for the Alaska 
State Archives and State Library programs. State archives and libraries arc vital government 
services that should be supported even in times of financial hardship. If I can provide further 
infonnation to you and your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me.

o c r e t g

located in the Anchorage Museum of History and An 
at the Rasmuson Center 

121 West Seventh Avenue. Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3696

d i  s \ r i  b o W d  (o c n .



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Senate Finance Committee 
(committee name)

committee on Budget/PFD/CBR dated___________________________ .

I'm a Board Member of Alaska Voters Organization. My name is Laurie Churchill. I am very concerned 
with the large amount of money which has raided from our Constitutional Budget Reserve. This CBR 
was only meant to Le a rainy day account. Its supposed to be repaid. Alaska's economy is depending 
on you to vote NO for any spending that is not constitutionally mandated. We have schools that may 

have to close. 1 have never seen more people moving out of state as there are this spring. We are loosing 
a large population of people this year. Gasoline prices are outrageous!!! Jobs are scarce. Enacting 
new taxes is the last thing these people of Alaska need. Our Representatives need to stop spending our 

tax money on anything outside of the Constitutionally mandated requirements. The deficit spending needs 
to stop. If these special interest legislation bills are not being passed and the deficit spending was under 
control, then our State would not have any need for new taxes. Stop wasting our tax money on bills that 
only help lobbyists and some select few with their own special interests. The people of Alaska elected 
you. Stop trying to get into our PFD!

Laurie Churchill 
PO Box 7043 
Nikiski, AK 99635

776-3499

31.08 £82 106 'OH XUJ Oil IUN3X HU H: 6 0  HOH 8002-01-HUH
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To all Senate Finance Committee Members;
Senator Lyda Green, Co-chair.(Fax'; 465-3805)
Senator Gary Wilken Co-Chair (Fix 465-4714)
Senator Con B u n d e , Vice Chair (Fax 465-3871)
Senator Robin Taylor (Fax 465-3922)
Senator Ben Stevens (Fax 465-3872)
Senator Lyman Hoffiman (Fax 465 -4453)
Senator Donny Olson (Fax 465-4821)

Dear Senator:

The Cook Inlet Historical Society urges you to restore funding the State Library and State 
Archives budgets. Restoring funds to the Alaska State Archives and State Library would ensure 
public access during regular business hours and provide at least a minimum service level for 
these organizations.

Public access to government records is a vital part of our democratic society. For example, 
citizens use government records to document their right to vote, apply for a permanent fond 
dividend, and to register for unemployment, health benefits, and other social services. State 
records help us understand the history o f our state and nation, and they play an important role in 
the interpretation of our past. Open access to government records are central to maintaining a 
free and open society and one of state government’s most fundamental and vital responsibilities.

In addition, the cuts proposed for the state library will adversely affect the historical collections 
and public access to the services and collections will be severely limited. Researchers traveling 
to Juneau to use the resources of the state library have a special financial hardship, as the hours 
of the historical collections that are already on reduced hours due to prior budget cuts will be 
further limited.

The Cook Inlet Historical Society members are asking you to restore the fonds for the Alaska 
State Archives and State Library programs. State archives and libraries arc vital government 
services that should be supported even in times of financial hardship. If I can provide further 
information to you and your staff, please do not hesitate to contact me.

121 West .Seventh Avenue. Anchorage. AJaska 99501-3696



R E C E I V E D  

MAR 2 4 2003

PLEASE ADD TO  PU BL IC  TEST IM ONY
Paul Brmner 
626 “N" Street 
Anchorage, AK 99501 
277-7967/337-1981

20 March 2003

Dear Senator Green:

It has come to my attention that th** Governor’s proposed budget incl'tdes a 
cut of 10% to the Department o f Labor’s a  dult Basic Education funding, as well as 
the elimination of the Human Services Matching Grant (HSMG). Both o f these cuts 
would impede valuable services to the state, such as those provided by the Anchorage 
Literacy Project. If these cuts take effect, there will be an alarming increase in Alaska 
residents who lack the basic literacy skills to support themselves. This will be a 
significant burden to the economy and health o f the state.

I have included a series ofletters written by students o f the Anchorage Literacy 
Project; all o f these students have a substantial investment in our continued services. 1 
hope that you will review these letters carefully and also review the case I’m presenting 
in this letter for restoration of HSMG and ABE funding to the budget. I hope that you act 
as soon as possible to champion the interests o f Alaska as served by programs like the 
Anchorage Literacy Project.

The Anchorage Literacy Project is taking an active role in creating an adult-basic- 
education infrastructure for the entire state.

• The Anchorage Literacy Project is Alaska’s only teacher-training program 
certified in the Laubach method, the most comprehensive method for imparting 
basic reading and writing skills to adult learners.

•  The Anchorage Literacy Project regularly trains instructors from programs 
serving communities around the state, including Homer, Valdez, Glenallen, 
Nome, Bethel, and Kodiak.

•> The Anchorage Literacy Project leads staff development workshops at the annual 
Professional Development Conference, attended by trainers from around the state 
of Alaska.



• The Anchorage Literacy Project provides training and consultation which helps 
literacy pi grams statewide meet the rigorous federal standards o f assessment and 
reporting for Adult Basic Education.

These services are all made possible by AJBE funding and the HSMG grant.
These services cannot be duplicated by any organization currently working in the state. If  
these services are cut, the rate of functional illiteracy in Alaska will rise. This will 
have severe consequences. The functionally illiterate are much more likely to become 
dependents o f the state. The functionally illiterate are easily victimized, and are 
extremely vulnerable to accidents and medical problems due to an inability to read signs 
and simple instructions. Children 0 1  the functionally illiterate face severe disadvantages 
learning basic skills. It is difficult for the functionally illiterate to enter the workforce; 
therefore, any increase in functional illiteracy will result in an increased crime rate. When 
the functionally illiterate do enter the workforce, they represent a great burden io 
corporations’ productivity and profit, demanding more staff supervision and causing 
more workplace accidents than functionally literate employees.

The monies the Anchorage Literacy Project receives from ABE funding and the 
HSMG support four part-time staff positions. These staff positions support a program of 
189 volunteers who generate $1,177,417 in in-kind labor, goods, and services annually, 
instructing a total o f 800 students a year. These students gain literacy skills which enable 
entrance to Alaska’s workforce. The Anchorage Literacy Project serves students other 
programs cannot, including students who start with absolutely no literacy skills and 
students who require home tutoring. Anchorage Literacy Project students who have met 
their goals have gone on to employment in all of Alaska’s major industries, including 
resource development, transportation, tourism, medicine, and education. This represents a 
great value to the slate o f  Alaska, and I think you’ll find it is money well spent.

There are alternatives to cutting ABE funding and the HSMG. These include a 
slight increase to the proposed head tax, or use o f the money from felons’ PFD. I hope 
that you will recognize the value o f the work that the Anchorage Literacy Project and 
other programs carries out, a.id that you will do everything possible to champion 
restoration o f this valuable funding. Please feel free to contact me with any response or 
questions.

Y<

'sscssmont Specialist, Anchorage Literacy Project



Anchorage 
Literacy 
Proj ect

Student
Letters

Please adm it a ll to p u b lic
testim ony



Cheri Hung 
2806 Brittany Drive 
Anchorage, AK 9904

Dear Representative Anderson:

My name is Cheri Hung. I came from Taiwan. I came to Anchorage four months ago. I 
live with my aunt.

The teachers and staff o f  Anchorage Literacy Project always teach and work hard for 
every student. They are quite dedicated. It’s important that there is a organization to help 
people who come to the new place -  Alaska. It’s even more important to teach people 
how to support themselves.

English literacy is the basic job skill. If we couldn’t study in ALP in the future, we 
couldn’t expect to have a job one day. It will be a problem that some people don’t have a 
job. More expansion, more alcohol problems . . .  problems we won’t figure out without 
an organization like ALP.

So I think ALP is a very important organization to me and society. Today I receive the 
care o f  ALP, tomorrow I would like to be a volunteer. Because I really appreciate ALP 
and Alaska’s government.

Please don’t cut HSMG and Adult Basic Education spending. It’s important to me.

Yours truly,

Chen nung



Young Suk Park 
1703 Northwestern 
Anchorage 99508

Dear Senator Guess:

I am Young Suk Park.
I’m from South Korea.
I’ve been live in Anchorage during 8 months. 
Anchorage is good for me.
At first I didn’t speak English.
My friend introduce in Anchorage Literacy Project. 
So I am studying at ALP.
ALP help me many things.
If I can speak English I’ll get a job.
I’m proud of ALP the staff and volunteer.
I come in here every day.
Studying here has expanded my views o f the world. 
And I understand USA now.
I want to meet many friends at here.
I’ll hope ALP is forever-----

Sincerely,

Young
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March 12,2003

Dear Senator G uess,
I am from China and I have been living in Anchorage, A laska for ten

years. W hen I first cam e here, m y English know ledge only consisted o f  a

few  words, hello  and g o o d b y e ... Then I jo ined  the A nchorage Literacy

Project E nglish  classes and began learning English. W hen I w as pregnant,

they sent a volunteer tutor to m y hom e. They helped me learn how  to make

appointments with the doctor and 1 learned how  to drive plus they h e’oed m e

with m any other things. M any years passed, and after m y children w ent to

school, I started taking the A nchorage Literacy Project English class again.

I wanted to learn more about A m erican culture and history. I am

appreciative o f  those p eop le w ho helped m e in this land.

I believe m any p eop le  are like me and really need  help. P lease do not

cut the H SM G  and adult basic education spending it opens new  horizons.

Literacy brings diverse peop le together.

Sincerely, Qian W . Scott

C l I CU-l I K X  y f o r t t j

/ o l O  L o c h  u J o o c L  C i r d l j i
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Dear

T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  b e g  y o u  t o  p l e a s e  n o t  c u t  t h e  f u n d s  
f o r  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  L i t e r a c y  P r o j e c t .  T h i s  p r o g r a m  i s  s o  
u s e f u l  a n d  i m p o r t a n t  t o  m a n y  s t u d e n t s .  I t  t e a c h e s  s t u d e n t s  
h o w  t o  r e a d  a n d  w r i t e  E n g l i s h  a n d  i t  a l s o  h e l p s  s t u d e n t  t o  
p r e p a r e  f o r  j o b s  o r  a d v a n c e  i n  t h e i r  c u r r e n t  j o b .

I t  w o u l d  b e  s o  d i s a p p o i n t i n g  t o  s e e  t h i s  p r o g r a m  c u t  d o  
t o  f u n d s  n o t  b e i n g  p r o v i d e d  t o  s u p p o r t  i t .  O n c e  a g a i n ,  t h e  
A n c h o r a g e  L i t e r a c y  P r o j e c t  r e a l l y  n e e d s  t h e  f u n d s  a n d  m a n y  
s t u d e n t s  n e e d  t h e  A n c h o r a g e  L i t e r a c y  P r o j e c t .  S o  p l e a s e ,  
k e e p  t h i s  p r o j e c t  a n d  t h e  f u n d s  g o i n g ,  a n d  t h a n k  s o  m u c h .

S i n c e r e l y  y o u r s ,



D ear £ W / ‘s

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps 
many students learn English, prepare for jobs, and teach their 
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning 
literacy and adult basic students to go. It is an important part of 
the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please 
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy 
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage 
Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,

\S %  ' W a o X ' a  C _ R .  

K c c V \

’= ^ ‘£ - < 3 5 5 5

\



Dear ^  f £-y' ;

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps 
many students learn English, prepare for jobs, and teach their 
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning 
literacy and adult basic students to go. It is an important part o f 
the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please 
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy 
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage 
Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,

_____ I
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Dear ^u '"4>  ^  'b-Wc)

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps 
many students learn English, prepare for jobs, and teach their 
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning 
literacy and adult basic students to go. It is an important part of 
the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please 
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy 
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage 
Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,

— QXTYv V ' c r G - ' r

c m  'i 5  J V j l  \ o  ^ r  < y u - ^

Cjoyvv.w -v^ m ^ ’Vv^   ̂ ‘- b W o ^  t ^ O k j o
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D ear

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps 
many students learn English, prepare for jobs, and teach their 
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning 
literacy and adult basic students to go. It is an important part of 
the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please 
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy 
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage 
Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours, _

' h i -  4  f i s d t r  4 ^ .

, AK7?  S / g
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Dear S e n a t o r D e a r  Representative_________ :

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps 
many students learn English, prepare for jobs, and teach their 
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning literacy 
and adult basic students to go. It is an important part of the state.

Please don’t cut the Pluman Services Matching Grant. Please 
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy 
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage 
Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,



The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps 
many students learn English, prepare for jobs, and teach their 
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning literacy 
and adult basic students to go. It is an important part of the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please 
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy 
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage 
Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,

D e a r  S en a to r  6 tW  D e a r  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e _____________ :



The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps 
many students learn English, prepare for jobs, and teach their 
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning literacy 
and adult basic students to go. It is an important part o f  the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please 
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy 
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage 
Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,

J  f  Y U $  \ o l o  S f e - ' a k ' i H  E r t g l i j '
* F l *

£ i ! s  i / c v y  i w p o r f t ' H ' t  f a r

D e a r  S e n a to r  Fy^ mlI  / D e a r  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  :
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The Anchorage Literacy Project Is a good program. It helps 
many students learn English, prepare for jobs, and teach their 
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning literacy 
and adult basic students to go. It is an important part o f the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please 
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy 
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage 
Literacy Project.

Sincerely vours.
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Dear Senator £ // is / Dear Representative U :

The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps 
many students leam English, prepare for jobs, and teach their 
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning literacy 
and adult basic students to go. It is an important part o f  the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please 
don’t cut A dult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy 
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage 
Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,
OJHSflK/K'A VEI/i'c
I t  helps mn y j O 6
I / p Q r o \  E r o r \ q l l $ l \
r , , , ^I  + S / C r j  i for
m  fo r -rYY\ \| f Q 'Y'ft I j
I + ! s  f o r  z d u  c g  tf.

J^oL ((/' c
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The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps 
many students learn English, prepare for jobs, and teach their 
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning literacy 
and adult basic students to go. It is an important part o f  the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please 
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy 
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage 
Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,

E c i

X  v c. i Y\ A v\ cL o

•£ n <2ei t o

i n  u < r y  - • F ^ ' r “' r  ” * •

j  f a , m y  f a m i l y °

D e a r  S e n a to r  /  D e a r  R e p re se n ta tiv e  C i S s  a  a . :
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The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps 
many students learn English, prepare for jobs, and teach their 
children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning literacy 
and adult basic students to go. It is an important part o f  the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please 
don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy 
Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage 
Literacy Project.

Sincerely yours,
' R c -s i a  M e C L B U A N -

t h a n k s .

J , IO B B D  Vo U A - W

x r ' s  iMfWTAtoT MF
M' / 0 0 TO SCHOOL J.KJ A m CHORASO-

J. W E ED  ' I O  T A L K .  TO M y  C .H -i-LDK 'LA /S T  EACH t/L S -

j .r  f s  T o  a  f  a Ml Ly
X T ' s  T o i l  KV E o a A t l o / o .

j . x  H e l  psfA y  t o B .
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The Anchorage Literacy Project is a good program. It helps 

(9 many students learn English, prepare for jobs, and teach their
x6 children. There’s nowhere else in Anchorage for beginning literacy
“x ^  and adult basic students to go. It is an important part o f the state.

Please don’t cut the Human Services Matching Grant. Please 
* don’t cut Adult Basic Education funding. The Anchorage Literacy
h  ** Project needs those funds, and the students need the Anchorage

Literacy Project.

D e a r  S e n a to r  / D e a r  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e _____________ : u

2*

Sincerely yours,
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