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Senator Bettye Davis

Senate B il l 3 4 9 : "A n  Ac^ requ ir ing  licensure o f m idw ife ry  

b irth  centers; anu p rov id ing  fo r an effective date."

Sponsor Statement

C u r re n t ly  there arc 6 b ir th  cen te rs  in A la s k a ,  5 reg is te red  and 1 l ic en sed . The  owne rs  o f  

these b ir th  cen te rs , both c e r t i f ie d  d ire c t  en t ry  and c e r t i f ie d  nurse m id w iv e s ,  c o n c lu d e d  the need 

to h a ve  one l ic e n se d  s tanda rd  fo r a l l b i r th in g  cen te rs . These  l ic en se d  b irth  cen te rs w i l l  have  one 

set o f  re g u la t io n s  to fo l lo w ,  c om p ly  w ith  annua l in sp ec t ion s , and  put s a fe g u a rd s  in p lace to 

gua ran tee  the b ir th  cen te r  is a sa fe  e n v iro nm en t  fo r  fam i l ie s .

In  M a rch  o f  th is  yea r , the b ir th  cen te r  ow ne rs  co l la bo ra ted  toge the r to rew r ite  regu la t ion s 

fo r  l i c en se d  b ir th  cen te rs , w h ich  have not been ch anged  s in c e  1983, and  have  su bm it ted  the ir 

re c om m enda t io n s  to the r ew r i t in g  re gu la t io n  p roce ss . W i th  th is b i l l ,  the reg is te red  b irth  centers 
w i l l  be c o n s id e re d  l ic en sed  un t i l s ix  m on th s a f te r  the e f fe c t iv e  date o f  new  adopted regu la t ion s . 

A f t e r  th is  s ix-month  per iod , the b ir th  cen te rs  w i l l  be go ve rn ed  b y  the n ew  regu la t io n s . The  
m id w iv c s  o f  A la s k a  have  ag reed  there sh o u ld  be one u n i fo rm  s tanda rd  b ir th  cen te r and 

en cou ra g e  the m em be rs  o f  the L eg is la tu re  to suppo rt the passage o f  th is  importan t leg is la t ion .
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M  E M  O R A N  I) U M F e b ru a r y  20, 2004

SU B JE C T : L ic en su re  o f  M id w i f e r y  C en te rs  (SB 349)

TO : Sena to r B e t ty e  D a v i s  
A ttn: M y r a

FR O M : Jean M .  M i s c h e l  
L e g i s la t i v e  Coun se l

Y ou  have re que s te d  a sec t iona l s u m m a r y  o f  me above-de sc r ibed  b i l l .

A s  a p re l im in a ry  matter, note tha t a sec t iona l s um m a r y  o f  a b i l l  s h o u ld  not be  co n s id e red  
an au tho r i ta t iv e  in terpre ta t ion o f  the b i l l  and the b i l l  i t s e l f  i s  the be s t s ta temen t o f  its 
contents .

S e c t io n  1. R ep la ce s  the re q u ir em en t that the c om m is s io n e r  o f  hea lth  and so c ia l  se rv ic e s  
adopt re gu la t io n s  pe rta in ing  to the reg is tra t ion  o f  m id w i f e r y  b ir th  cen te rs w i th  a n ew  
requ irem en t to adop t re gu la t ion s  p e r ta in ing  to l i c e n su re  o f  m id w i f e r y  b ir th  centers .

S e c t ion  2. A m en d s  the u n c o d i f ie d  law  to a l lo w  m id w i f e r y  b ir th  cen te rs that w e re  
reg is te red be fo re  the e f fe c t iv e  da te  o f  the b i l l  to be con s id e red  to be l ic en sed  unde r the 
b i l l  un t i l  s i x  m on th s a fte r the e f f e c t iv e  date o f  the new  l ic en su re  re gu la t io n s .

S e c t io n  3. A m en d s  the u n c o d i f ie d  law  to a l lo w  the D epa r tm en t o f  Hea lth  and Soc ia l 
S e rv ic e s  to p roceed to adop t re g u la t io n s  se t t in g  up l ic en su re  u nde r the b i l l .

S e c t io n  4. P ro v id e s  an im m ed ia te  e f fe c t iv e  da te  fo r  sec . 3 pe r ta in in g  to regu la t ion s .

S e c t io n  5. P ro v id e s  a J u ly  1, 2004 e f fe c t iv e  da te  fo r  the rem a in de r  o f  the b i l l .

JM M :m e d
04-217.med



3 2 2 5  H o s p i ta l  D r iv e  S u i te  1 0 6 , J u n e a u ,  A K  99801  
(9 0 7 ) 5 8 6 -1 2 0 3  fax  (9 0 7 )  5 8 6 -5 7 6 5

J U N E A U
FAMILY BIRTHC E N T E R

Te s t im on y  on SB 349 “A n  act re q u ir in g  l ic en su re  o f  m id w i f e r y  b ir th  cen te rs ; and  p ro v id in g  fo r 
an e f fe c t iv e  da te .”

M y  name is K a y e  K anne . I am a C e r t i f ie d  D irec t-En try  M id w i f e  and E x e c u t i v e  D ire c to r  o f  the 
Juneau F a m i ly  B ir th  Cen ter . I sa t on the B oa rd  o f  C e r t i f ie d  D irec t-En try  M id w i v e s  from  i t ’s 
incep tion in 1992 un t i l  I  had comp le ted  tw o  te rm s and re s ig n ed  in 2000.1 am  a lso  the vo lun te e r  
lo b b y i s t  fo r  the M id w iv e s  A sso c ia t ion  o f  A la sk a .

I w a s  the vo lu n te e r  lo b b y i s t  fo r the M id w i v e s  A sso c ia t io n  o f  A la s k a  in 1992 when  the o r ig in a l 
le g is la t io n  c rea t in g  “ reg is te re d ” b irth cen te rs w a s  passed  and I w o u ld  l i k e  to educa te  th is 
com m it tee  on how  w e  c am e  to have  tw o  d i f fe re n t  k in d s  o f  b ir th  cen te rs in  A la s k a .  I t  w a s  neve r 
the ir  in ten t ion o f  the M id w i v c s  A sso c ia t io n  o f  A la s k a  o r the le g is la tu re  to crea te  tw o  k in d s  o f  
b ir th  cen ters , one reg is te re d  and one l ic en sed . The in ten t ion o f  th is la n guage  in the o r ig in a l 
le g is la t ion , H ouse  B i l l  382 (1992) w as to in su re  that C e r t i f ie d  Direct- E n t r y  M id w i v c s  co u ld  
p rac t ice  in dep en den t ly  in b ir th  centers w i th o u t  the sup e rv is io n  o f  a p h y s ic ia n  or C e r t i f ie d  N u rse  
M id w i f e .  T h is  w a s  n e ce s sa ry  because  the re gu la t ion s  go ve rn in g  l ic en se d  b ir th  cen te rs at the t im e 
requ ired  the p resence  o f  a C N M  or phys ic ian  at e v e ry  b irth in a b ir th  center. These  re gu la t io n s  
are s t i l l  in e f fe c t  and have  not been upda ted s in ce  1983. These  re gu la t io n s  w e re  w r i t ten  be fore 
the passage o f  le g is la t io n  to l icen se  C e r t i f ie d  D irec t-En try m idw iv e s .  T he  use  o f  the w o rd  
registered  in s te ad  o f  licensed  w a s  o ve r lo o ked  b y  a l l o f  us at the t im e .

O u r  in ten t ion w a s  a t the t im e , and s t i l l  is , to have  one k in d  o f  b ir th  cen te r in A la s k a  that a l l 
p ro v id e rs  l ic en sed  to a ttend ch i ld b ir th , can ow n  or operate . One k in d  o f  f a c i l i t y  w he re  p ro v ide rs  
can w o rk  toge ther , i f  d e s i r ed , to p ro v ide  com p rehen s ive  care . A s  it s tand s today , C D M ’s can not 
w o rk  in o r ow n  a l ic en sed  b ir th  center. T h is  creates a s i tua t ion  whe re , as an exam p le , w e  have  a 
b ir th  cen te r in A n cho ra ge  that has two b i r ln  rooms, one is l ic en sed  and one is reg is te red , so that 
nu rse  m id w iv e s  and C e r t i f ie d  D irec t-Entry M id w i v e s  can bo th w o rk  in the sam e  b ir th  center. 
T h is  is  the o n ly  l ic en se d  b ir th  center in A la sk a .  There arc 5 reg is te red  b ir th  cen te rs in A la sk a , 
ow ned  and opera ted b y  C e r t i f ie d  d irec t-Entry M id w iv c s .

R eg is te red  b ir th  cen te rs c u r re n t ly  have no re gu la t io n s  go ve rn in g  them . B e c a u se  C e r t i f ie d  Direct- 
E n t r y  M id w i v e s  are so c lo s e ly  regu la ted  th is does not e f fe c t the q u a l i t y  o f  care  g iv en  b y  C D M ’s 
in reg is te red  b ir th  cen te rs , bu t it is an area o f  concern  for those reg is te red  b ir th  cen te rs cu r ren t ly  
v o lu n ta r i ly  c om m it t in g  to h igh s tandards for the fa c i l i t y  its se lf .

I t is the re com m enda t ion  o f  the M id w iv c s  A sso c ia t io n  o f  A la s k a  that a l l  b ir th  cen te rs con fo rm  to 
one s tandard  that a l lo w s  the independent p rac t ice  o f  each p ro fe s s ion  in that b ir th  center . C e r t i f ie d  
d irec t-Entry M idw .' c s  are cu r ren t ly  a t tend ing  10% o f  the b ir th s  in A la s k a ,  and the m a jo r i ty  o f  
b ir th  cen te r and  home b ir th s . I w o u ld  add  that C e r t i f ie d  D irec t-Entry M id w i v e s  are the exper ts  in 
out o f  hosp ita l b ir th  and I hope that the le g is la tu re  and th is a dm in is t ra t ion  con t inue  to look  to us 
fo r g u id an ce  and in fo rm a t ion  conce rn ing  these issues .

T h ank  you  fo r yo u r  t im e and cons ide ra t ion  o f  th is b i l l .
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THE BIRTH CENTER EXPERIENCE
B irth  C enters Lead Cost C on ta inm en t E fforts 

W hile P roviding Q uality  C are

"Few innovations in health setyice promote lower cost, greater availability, and a high degree o f satisfaction 
with a comparable degree: o f safety. The results o f this study suggest that modern birth centers can identify 
women who are at low risk fo r obstetrical complications and care fo r them in a way that provides these 
benefits."

N ew  Eng land Journal o f  Med ic ine , 12/28/89

W hat is a b irth  center?

• The birth center is a homelike fac i l i ty , existing with in a healthcare system with a program o f  care designed in 
the wellness model o f  pregnancy and birth.

• Birth centers are guided by principles o f  prevention, sens it iv i ty , sa fe ty , appropriate medica l intervention, and 
cost effectiveness.

• Birth centers provide family-centered care for healthy women before, dur ing and after normal pregnancy, 
labor and birth.

W hat is the b irth  center experience?

• The qua li ty  o f  care in birth centers reported in the “The Nationa l B irth Center S tud y” reflects the low  overa ll 
intrapartum and neonatal morta l i ty rate o f  1 .3 /1000  births; 0 .7 /1 0 0 0  i f  lethal anomalies are exc luded . These 
rates are comparable to studies o f  low risk, in-hospital births. I

• The cesarean section rate for women receiving care in birth centers averages 4.4%, approximate ly one h a l f  
that in studies o f  low  risk, in-hospital births J

• Birth centers nationa lly have consistently d isp layed charges for care for normal birth that average up to 50%  
less than regu lar hospital stays and 3 0 %  less than short stays - in c lud ing practit ioner fees.2» 3

• More than h a l f  o f  birth centers include routine laboratory exams, ch i ldb ir th  education, home vis its , extra o ff ice 
v is i ts , and initia l newborn examinations in their charges.

• Most major health insurers reimburse contract with birth centers for re imbursement. Because charges reflect
cost and since the birth center is a sing le service unit, there is no opportunity fo r cost sh ift ing or operating the
birth center as a “ loss leader" to other services.

• 98.8 percent o f  women using the birth center wou ld  recommend it to fr iends and/or return to the center for a
subsequent birth. ̂

Rev. 2/04
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W hat are the p o te n tia l benefits to fam ilie s?

• The birth center approaches pregnancy and birth as a norma! fam ily event until proven otherwise. The 
program encourages fam i ly  invo lvemen t and provides a safe environment for fam ilies to experience the socia l , 
emotional, and sp ir itua l renewal inherent in birth ing forth new life — while attending to the po ss ib i l i ty  that a 
prob lem may arise that w i l l  require med ica l intervention or care in the acute care setting o f  the hospita l. This 
is in opposition to the v iew  that pregnancy is an il lness and birth a medical/surgical event that needs to be 
cured,

• The birth center program o f  education encourages parents to become informed and self-reliant; to assume 
responsib i l i ty for their own health and the health o f  the fam ily .

• The birth center br ings generations together to celebrate new life by encouraging grandparents and ch ildren to 
participate in the birth center program.

• Birth centers have demonstrated that they are a v iab le  alternative to unattended home birth and to cost ly  
hospital acute care for 20 years. I t is now time to mainstream these services.

W hat are the benefits to business and industry?

• Birth centers o f fe r business and industry direct sav ings in the cost o f  health benefits. I f  on ly 100,00 births 
were attended in birth centers, annual sav ings cou ld be a lmost $314 million.-* 3

• The birth center program provides a starting base for the wellness and prevention programs being estab lished 
in industry .

• The fam ily  in the hinge pin o f  the employee. Indu s try ’s support o f  a program that encourages fam i ly  unity, 
self-determination and responsib le health can on ly improve employee performance.

■ Birth center care encourages ch i ldbear ing women (who may also be employees) to be confident in the design 
o f  their bodies. Such confidence, in turn, bu i lds self-esteem and starts the young fam ily o f f  on th ink ing o f  
pregnancy, birth and fam i ly  health as wellness , not disease.

• The nine-month in tensive focus on improving fam ily  health by promotion o f  lifesty le change's in pregnancy 
can have a s ign if ican t ripple e f fec t in the long-term improvement o f  fam ily  health.

H ow  w ill it  a ffe c t the hosp ita l acute care service?

• Birth centers have had a major impact on humaniz ing the acute care maternity services provided b y  hospitals. 
Note the rise in hospita l b irth ing rooms, in priv i leges for nurse-midwives, in childbirth education programs, 
and in more l ibera l attitudes about fam i ly  participation.

• Birth centers arc show ing that the ma jo r i ty  o f  women can sa fe ly  proceed through pregnancy and birth using 
acute care se rv ices on ly  as needed. In a wellness orientation to pregnancy and birth, birth centers wou ld  be 
the managed care gatekeepers for the acute care obstetric newborn services.

• Birth centers even tua lly  w i l l  help to reduce the number o fco s t ly  hospital beds and expand primary care services.

• Birth centers w i l l  help to reduce dependency fostered by institutional confinement and strengthen the fam i ly ’s 
ab i l i t y  to share respons ib i l i ty  for matern ity care and fam ily health.

• Birth centers w i l l  help to deve lop a system  o f  care based first, on th needs o f  the fam ily and second, on the 
needs o f  medica l education or product promotion.

Notional Association of CIrildbecirinv Centers Rev. 2/04



H ow  w ill it  a ffe c t the obstetricians?

• Birth centers provide an opportunity for obstetric ians and fam ily  phys ic ians to learn and practice m idw ife ry  - 
time and education intensive, “with woman” - care.

• Birth centers provide an opportunity for obstetricians to invest in a service in which they can expand their interests.

• Birth centers o ffer obstetric ians an opportunity to deve lop teams o f  professiona l care providers that w i l l  
improve primary care serv ices to fam il ies and better use their spec ia l is t sk i l ls .

H ow  is the qua lity  o f  care assured in  b irth  centers?

• Through the promotion o f  st-.te regulations for licensure (37 states cu rren t ly  license birth centers).

• Through estab lished Nationa l Standards (adopted 1985).

• Through a Continuous Qua li ty Improvement Program for Birth Centers (model program availab le).

• Through accreditation by the Commission for the Accreditat ion o f  Birth Centers.

H ow  do b irth  centers conta in costs?

• By retaining autonomy (control) over birth center operations and program regard less o f  ownership (some 
hosp ita ls own freestanding birth centers).

• B y  p rov id ing “high touch" rather than “high tech” care, birth centers m in im ize  the overuse o f  technology.

• B y  p rov id ing a program o f  primary care that emphasizes education, we l lness , prevention, self-help and self- 
re l iance in fam ily  health maintenance.

• By us ing s ta f f  e f f ic ien t ly ; s ta f f  are on ly in-house when a mother is in-house. S ince birth centers do not 
compete with emergency services or hospital acute care, leve ls o f  s t a f f  are used e f f ic ien t ly  and appropriately.

• B y  sharing responsib i l i ty  w ith the childbearing fam ily  for health and prevention o f  i l lness .

• By us ing ex is t ing community  serv ices when ava i lab le  (instead o f  creating co st ly  dup lications) for transport 
serv ices , socia l serv ices , medica l consultation, laboratories, etc.

• B y  us ing estab lished po lic ies and procedures for screening and transfer o f  women w ith problems to acute care 
serv ices .

• By us ing low cost construction that meets safety codes.
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Outcomes of care in birth centers. The National Birth 
Center Study

JP Rooks, N L  Weatherby, E K  Ernst, S Stapleton, D  Rosen, and A Rosenfield

A b s t r a c t  a r t i c l e

We studied 11,814 women admitted for labor and delivery to 84 
free-standing birth centers in the United States and followed 
their course and that of their infants through delivery or transfer 
to a hospital and for at least four weeks thereafter. The women 
were at lower-than-average risk of a poor ouicome of 
pregnancy, according to many but not all of the recognized 
demographic and behavioral risk factors. Among the women,
70 .7  percent had only minor complications or none; 7 .9  percent 
had serious emergency complications during labor and delivery 
or soon thereafter, such as thick meconium or severe shoulder 
dystocia. One woman in six (15.8 percent) was transferred to a 
hospital; 2.4  percent had emergency transfers. Twenty-nine 
percent of nuiliparous women and only 7 percent of parous 
women were transferred, but the frequency of emergency 
transfers was the same. The rate of cesarean section was 4 .4  
percent. There were no maternal deaths. The overall 
intrapartum and neonatal mortality rate was 1.3 per 1000  
births. The rates of infant mortality and low Apgar scores were 
similar to those reported in large stuoies of low-risk hospital 
births. We conclude that birth centers offer a safe and 
acceptable alternative to hospital confinement for selected pregnant women, particularly those 
who have previously had children, and that such care leads to relatively few cesarean 
sections.
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Juneau Family Birth Center

The JFBC midwives have attended 392 (as of September 30, 2003) 
births since opening in April 1998. This number includes all 
women who started their labor intending to deliver at the birth 
center or at home.

1998 77 women served
30 women prenatal care only 
6 hospital support 

41 births attended Births in Juneau 407
11 home births
27 birth center births 

3 hospital transports 
0 cesarean sections

1999 118 women served
36 women prenatal care only 

5 hospital support 
79 births attended (18.8% of Juneau births-421)

17 home births 
46 birth center births 
16 hospital transports 

9 cesarean sections

2000 101 women served
39 women prenatal care only 
5 hospital support 

68 births attended (16.2% of Juneau births-421)
12 home births
48 birth center births 

8 hospital transports 
7 cesarean sections



2 0 0 1

2002

2003

118 women served
45 prenatal care only 
10 hospital support 

73 births attended (17% of Juneau births-435)
9 home births 

. 56 birth center births 
8 hospital transports 

4 cesarean sections

125 women served
42 prenatal care only 
14 hospital support 

83 births attended (20.5% of Juneau births-405)
14 home births 
55 birth center births 
14 hospital transports 

6 cesarean sections

140 women served (as of September 30, 2003)
6 hospital support 

48 births attended
4 home births 

33 birth center births
7 hospital transports

6 cesarean sections

Total births attended to as of September 30, 2003 by JFBC 
midwives - 392
Total women served by the birth center- 700



Statistics as of August 24, 2003

Number of women transported in labor 56

Number of cesarean sections 32
(Number of cesarean sections nation wide

Number of transports of mom postpartum 6

Number of transports of baby postpartum 7
Baby deaths at birth 0
Baby deaths before 6 weeks 2 

One of heart problems at 5 weeks 
One of a birth defect incompatible with life

Homebirths 67

Breastfeeding rate for the first 6 weeks
(Most of our moms breastfeed for years, but we have
way of tracking this)

8 .2 %
28%)

1 .8 %

1 .8 %

17.3%

98% 
no official

15.5%

Average baby weight



COST DIFFERENTIAL FOR BIRTHING CENTERS AND 
HOSPITALS IN ALASKA

ANCHORAGE

Geneva  W o o d s  B i r th  Cen te r S1200.00

P ro v id en ce  H o sp i ta l  53460.00(1)
A la s k a  R e g io n a l  $3475.00(2)

JU N E A U

Juneau F a m i l y  B i r th  Cen te r $1200.00

Bar t le t t  R e g io n a l  H o sp i ta l  52695.00-53850.00 (mom) p lu s
51170.00-51755 (baby) (3)

F A IR B A N K S  

A la s k a  F a m i l y  H ea l th
&  B ir th  C en te r $1200.00

Fa irb an k s  M e m o r ia l  H o sp i ta l  52500.00-53500.00 (4)

1. Quo te  is fo r  P ro v id e n ce  Hosp ita l , u n c om p l ic a te d  d e l i v e r y  and 24 hou r s ta y  a f te r  
d e l i v e r y .  E p id u ra l  anes the s ia  is 51300.00 a dd i t io n a l .  C esa rean  se c t io n  is 
$7104.00 fo r  3 d a y  s ta y , not in c lu d in g  ane s th e s ia  or p h y s ic ia n  charges .

2. C esa rean  se c t io n  at A la s k a  R eg io n a l is 57206.00.
3. B a r t le t t  R e g io n a l  H o sp i ta l  does not h a ve  a l l- in c lu s iv e  p r ic in g . T h e y  quo te  a range 

o f  p r ice s a n d  e v e ry th in g  from  an IV  to o x y g e n  and m ed ic a t io n  is  an a dd i t io n a l 
cha rge . C e sa re an  se c t io n  in Juneau co s ts  57203.00-58295.00 (mom ) w i th  an 
a d d i t io n a l  cha rge  fo r  the b a b y  o f$ l995 .00-52310.00.

4. F a i rb a n k s  M e m o r ia l  does not have a l l- in c lu s iv e  p r ic in g  and cha rge s fo r  la bo r and 
d e l i v e r y  b y  the hour . B a b y  is an a d d i t io n a l  cha rge , as is a n y  m ed ica t io n , oxygen , 
etc. C e sa rean  se c t io n  is app rox im a te ly  58,000.00.

T ^ V o v J t d e j d  ^  e v \ . JOLU 1>S
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GenevaWoods 
Birth Center

Barbara Norton, C N M , ANP 
Geneva W oods B irth  Center 
3730 Rhone C irc le , Su ite 102 
Anchorage, A K . 99508

Honorable Senators Seek ings, Bunde, Dav is , Stevens and French,

I  w ou ld  like to take th is opportun ity to d iscuss w ith  yo u  m y  support fo r Senate B i l l  349. 
As I  am sure you are aware, this b i l l  w ou ld  require licensure fo r  birth ing centers, 
e f fec t ive ly  chang ing curren t ly  registered b ir th ing centers into licensed b irth centers. Th is 
is an important b i l l  because there arc currently two standards fo r b ir th ing centers in 
A laska . L icensed b irth centers have regulat ions to fo l low , annual inspections and 
safeguards in  place to guarantee the birth center is a safe environment for fam il ies . 
Registered birth centers, on the other hand, have no regu la t ions, no inspections and no 
oversight at all .

The estab lishment o f  th is “doub le  standard” was inadvertent, and there is  no better t ime 
to remedy the s ituation. A l l  owners o f  registered and l icensed b irth centers agree, and in 
fact, have worked  together to rewr ite  the regulat ions (wh ich haven ’t been changed since 
1982) to accommodate both cert i f ied nurse m idw ife ry  practice and cert if ied direct-entry 
m idw ife ry  practice.

The registered b irth centers in A la ska  w i l l  be g iven s ix  months to upgrade the ir fac il i t ies , 
and put the appropriate sa feguards in place. A s an owner o f  a licensed b irth center, I w i l l  
work w ith  the other b irth centers to prepare for their convers ion to licensure b y  sharing 
po l icy  & procedure information , r is k  assessment tools, and qua l i ty  assurance programs.

Approx imate ly  5 % o f  A la skan  fam il ie s choose out*of hospita l birth, wh ich represents 
several hundred fam i l ie s  each year choosing the birth center option. There are numerous 
studies show ing  the sa fe ty  o f  b ir th ing centers for low-risk women, and in addit ion to 
sign if icant cost sav ings , fam il ie s ove rwhe lm ing ly  report pos it ive , reward ing experiences 
in birth ing centers.

There shou ld o n ly  be one standard for birth ing centers in  A la sk a  and I  trust our 
representatives in Juneau w i l l  agree that this is an essentia l b i l l  that w i l l  remedy the 
doub le standard and serve to protect the public .

Sincere ly,
/ i tM " / ;  dA 4 L .'7 \m H \ i^  U l f l l  < t t + lP

Barbara Norton, C N M , ANP

ieva Woods Medical Center • 3730 Rhone Cir. Suite 107 • Anchoage.AK 99.r>08 • Tel 90//56I-5152 • Fax90//o62-2585



3225 H o s p i t a l  D r i v e  S u i t e  106, J u n e a u ,  A K  99801 
(907) 586-1203 f a x  (907) 586-5765

J U N E A U
FAMILY BIRTHC E N T E R

03/12/2004
D ea r  L e g is la to r

I  am  a C e r t i f ie d  D ire c t-En try  M id w i f e  and  an E x e c u t i v e  D ire c to r  o f  the Juneau  F a m i ly  
B ir th  Center, a non-profit R eg is te re d  b ir th  cen te r here in Juneau . 1 have  w o rk e d  on 
m id w i f e r y  is s u e s  in  A la s k a  s in ce  1984 and  lo o k  fo rw a rd  to he lp in g  to c la r i t y  fo r y o u  
m id w i f e r y  and  b ir th  cen te r is sue s . I  s e r v e d  on the S ta te  L ic en s in g  Boa rd  fo r C e r t i f ie d  
D irect- E n t r y  M i d w i v e s  f rom  its incep t ion  in 1992 u n t i l  2000.

M id w i f e r y  is a g r o w in g  p ro fe s s ion , as I  am  su re  y o u  are aware . A la s k a ’s C e r t i f i e d  D irect- 
E n t r y  M id w i v e s  d e l i v e r  a lm o s t  10% o f  the b a b ie s  in  A la s k a .  T h is  is an am a z in g  s ta t is t ic  
c o n s id e r in g  tha t n a t io nw id e , D irec t-En try  M id w i v e s  a t tend  2% o f  the b ir th s . A la s k a  is at 
the fo re fron t o f  m id w i f e r y  and  other s ta te s lo o k  to o u r  law  w hen  c ra f t in g  le g is la t io n .

I  w j u l d  l i k e  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  SB  349, a b i l l  c h an g in g  reg is te red  b ir th  cen te rs  to l i c e n se d  
b ir th  cen te rs . I t  w a s  n e ve r  o u r  in ten t ion , o r the le g i s la t u r e ’s in ten t ion , to h a v e  two k in d s  
o f  b i r th  cen te rs in  A la s k a  w hen  th is  law  w a s  p a s sed  in 1992. T h e  w o rd in g  o f  the la w  w a s  
m ean t to a l lo w  us to p ra c t ice  a u to nom ou s ly  in b ir th  cen te rs as the re gu la t io n s  at the t ime 
a l lo w e d  o n ly  fo r  C N M ’s and  P h y s ic ia n s  to p ra c t ice  in b i r th in g  centers . W h i le  fo c u s in g  on 
th is , w e  m is ta k e n ly  u sed  the w o rd  reg is te red  in s te a d  o f  l i c en se d  in the la n guage  o f  the 
b i l l .  I t  w a s n ’ t u n t i l  la te r  w hen  the Dept o f  H & SS  in te rp re ted  th is to mean a com p le te ly  
d i f fe re n t  k in d  o f  b i r th  cen te r that the m is ta k e  be c am e  apparent. R eg is te red  b ir th  cen te rs 
h a ve  a lso  been  w i th o u t  re g u la t io n s  s in ce  th is t im e , e v e r  though th is law  s ta te d  that 
re g u la t io n s  w o u ld  b e  d e v e lo p ed  b y  the C om m is s io n e r .  I t  is in  the bes t in te rests o f  the 
Sta te o f  A la s k a ,  o u r  b i r th in g  w om en  and the ir f am i l ie s  to have  one s tandard  for b ir th  
cen te rs w i th  g oo d  upda te d  regu la t ion s .

I apprec ia te  y o u r  suppo r t on  th is b i l l .  I w o u ld  be  happy  to m ee t w i th  yo u  i f  yo u  need 
more  in fo rm a t ion .

S in c e re ly ,

K a y e  K anne , C D M  
E x e c u t i v e  D irec to r ,
Juneau  F a m i ly  B ir th  C en te r
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W o m a n ' s  W a y  M i d w i f e r y ,  I n c .
1 4 9  E . Corral Ave. Suite 2  

Soldotna, A K  9 9 6 6 9  

9 0 7 -2 6 2 - 9 4 4 6  

Fax: 9 0 7 -2 6 2 - 9 3 5 4

March 1,2004

Senator Con Bunde, Chair 
Senator Ralph Seekings, Vice Chair 
Senator Bettye Davis 
Senator Gary Stevens 
Senator Hollis French

It would be o f great benefit to families and the state o f Alaska to pass SB349 and I am 
writing this letter to strongly urge you to do so.

Birthing centers are a popular option for families and are integral in prenatal education 
and providing a variety o f  early prevention programs that reduce the likelihood o f costly 
birth complications and health issues in the mother and baby. Providing licensing and 
standardized regulations for birth centers will make the midwifery model of care more 
accessible to parents and increase the quality o f birth centers in our state.

Midwives are highly trained and licensed by the state o f Alaska to provide 
individualized care and to dedicate time to families that is simply not possible for most 
health care providers to spend. Each prenatal at our clinic averages 1 hour and much o f 
that time is spent on nutritional and healthy living education. Prevention is the key to 
health improvement in the individual and ultimately cost savings to the state. In addition, 
there is much evidence that increasing the involvement o f the parents in their prenatal 
care will have a remarkable long-term impact on the family. In our own practice wc 
could site many examples o f parents who have made huge lifestyle changes due to their 
active Involvement in their pregnancy. Midwivcs emphasize the importance o f healthy 
nutrition, eliminating alcohol, drugs and cigarettes from the home, preventing premature
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labor, early bonding and educate on parenting skills. Wc also provide other free services 
to the community. Our birth center has a classroom and wc teach a variety of free 
classes, we offer a free lending library and a lactation consultant volunteers her services 
from our building.

Making birth centers available to the public is the next step in supporting families, 
encouraging them to make healthy decisions for their children and providing adequate 
health care. In addition to the cost saving o f preventative health care, midwifery care 
(health care as well as facility fees) simply cost less. Midwives and birth centers need 
your support to continue with important services.

The state o f  Alaska has 22 licensed midv <es attending 10% of the births. We and the 
families that we serve encourage you to support SB349.
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M o o n l i g h t  M i d w i f e r y Laura Gore C.O.M P.O. Bo* 112051 Anclwagc. Alaska 99511

March 2, 2004

Honorable Senators Seekings, Bunde, Davis, Stevens, and French,

I am writing In support of Senate: Bill 349. As I'm sure you are aware, this bill would require licensure 
for all birthing centers, changing currently registered birthing centers to licensed birthing centers. This 
is an important bill because there are currently two standard# for birthing centers In Alaska. Licersed 
centers have regulations to follow and annual inspections to insure public safety. Registered birth 
centers currently have no established regulations or inspections but Instead rely on the Certified Direct- 
Entry Midwives, Statutes and Regulations to provide some standard of care.

The establishment of these two different types of birthing centers was not intentional; rather It was an 
error in wording. I currently operate a  registered birth center and I am the Administrator for a licersed 
birth center. I can assure you the standards (as proposed In the rewrite 2/04, using Input from owners 
of both licensed and registered birth centers) for licensed birth centers is both achievable and practical 
for all birthing centers and will benefit the public by assuring one uniform standard for this typ-e of 
facility.

Sincerely,

Laura Gore C.D.M. 
Certified-Dlrect Entry Midwife
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Sharon K. Evans, CPM , CDM  
PO Box 67 
Palmer, A K  9.9645 
March 3, 2004

Sub jec t :  Senate B i l l 349

Dear Senator:

I am in favor o f  SB 349, an act which would require licensure o f  m idw ife ry  birth centers. As 
a l icensed m idw ife  and A la ska  State Direct Entry M idw ife ry  Board member, I  am currently in­
vo lved in the regu lat ion o f  m idw ivcs . T am interested in our state prov id ing qua l i ty  assurance 
ihrough the regulation/licensure o f  birth centers.

At this time, 34 states curren tly license birth centers. Standards and qua li ty  o f  care can be as­
sured through the licensing o f  Birth Centers, with A laska ’s requirements be ing comparable to 
other .states, a l low ing  consumers and the economy to be greatly benefited.

Please support SB 349. By doing so, our state wou ld be on the leading edge in qua li ty , cost- 
effective maternity care in A la ska  state licensed birth centers,

Sincerely,

Sharon K. Evans, CPM , C D M
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Mat~!>a Midwifery, Ine.
2 6 3 0  Broadview five., Wasilla, flK. 9 9 6 5 4 -

907-373-3420 fax 907-376-7547

■Vliirch 2,2004

Subject: Senate Util 349

Dear .Senator;

1 um writing this letter in support of SB 349, an act which would require licensure of midwifery birth centers. I 
am ii certified direct-entry midwife licensed in this state since 1993. I own and operate Mal-Su Midwifery, Inc. 
tti Wasilla, AK which is a registered out-of-hospitai birth center. We currently deliver over 100 babies per year 
at our birth center. I would like to be able to assure our clients that the standard and quality of care we provide 
here is state-approved, as is our practitioner’s liccnso.

At this time. 34 states currently license birth centers, With Alaska’s requirements being comparable to other 
states, consumers and the economy would be greatly benefited.

Sincerely,

P

Judi Davidson, CDM, CPM
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1 FRO N T IER  M ID W IF E R Y  SER V IC ES

' March 1,2004

Dear Senator,

I am w rit in g  reguard ing rew riting  o f  one set o f  regu la tion s fo r a ll licenced birth 
centers. 1 am the owner o f  a b irth  center in  Soldotna. W c  serve a large 
com m un ity in c lud in g , Homer, S e ldov ia , Seward, and in d iv id u a ls  from bush 
com m un itie s a ll o ve r the sta le  who commute to town to rece ive prenatal, labor 
and d e live ry  and poslparleum  care.

W e are encourag ing this chunge as a benefit to the in d iv id u a ls , the community 
and the slate . M idw ife ry  care is m ost im portantly safe and cost e ffec tive . The 
focus o f  A  M idw ife ry  M ode l o f  Care is qua lity  and prevention. Each patient 
spends and average o f  45minutcs w ith  a h igh ly  tra ined licenced health care 
provider concentrating on early parenting education and b o n d in g . Our goal is to 
o ffe r a persona lized care. A ll o f  these factors have been cited as s ign ifican t 
con tribu to rs to reducing adverse outcomes, e sp ec ia lly  p rem aturity and low  b irth 
weigh t.

In  conc lus ion  we w ou ld  lik e  you to consider M idw ife ry  and B irth  Center care fo r 
and innova tive  and cost e ffe c tive  app oach to the esca la ting costs o f  health care.

S incere ly ,

l m z A < A { $ n

Katherine P ia tt, C D M
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Alaska Family Health & Birth Clinic
'-i°° \  72H GnlTney Rd. Suilo 100. Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 * (907)456-3719

March 3, 2004

Subject: Senate H ill 294 
Senate B il l 349

M y nantc is  Dana B rown and 1 have been a licensed C ertified  D irect En try M idw ife  
(CDEM ) s in ce  January 1993. 1 ani w rit in g  in Support o f  SB294 and SB349.

I am the d irecto r o f  A la sk a  F am ily  Health &  B irth Center, a non-pro l i t  reg istered birth 
center. I am in favo r o f  a ll b irth  centers becom ing licensed w ith  in c lu s ion  o f  C D EM 's as 
providers. L icen sing  birth centers assures high standards and is in the best interest o f  the 
pub lic . SB 349 supports th is. B irth  centers have been proven safe fo r low  risk 
pregnancies and o ffe r an a ffo rdab le  a lternative . In fact, b irth  centers can provide a 
sav ings o f  50 - 75% less than hosp ita l b irth s. B irth centers b c n c li l consum ers as w e ll as 
the economy. SB294 o ffe rs a prom ise o f  sav ings and cost e ffe c tiveness . P lease support 
SB294 and SB349. Thank you for you consideration .

S incere ly ,

Dana Brown
C ertified D irec t En try M idw ife
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728 Uiillhcy Rd. .Suite 100, Fairbanks. Alaska 99701 • (907)456-3719

Alaska Family Health & Birth Clinic

Danie lle Buham , C M A  
728 GafTney Street, S u ite  100 
Fairbanks, A!£ 99709

March 3,2004

S ub je c t: S ena te  B i l l 349 
Sena te  B i l l 294

Dear Senator:

I am the O l'iice A dm in is tra to r at A H F& BC  a non-profit b irth  center in Fairbanks.

1 am support o f  SB  294 &  SB  349 and ask that the le g is la t iv e  p lease pass these b ills . 

Thank you for your consideration  in th is matter.

Sincerely,

D an ie lle  Baham , C M A
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728 Gaffney Rd. Suite 100, Fairbanks. Alaska 99701 • (907)456-3719

Alaska Family Health & Birth Clinic

Vanessa R. Dunham  
Apprentice D irect-entry M idw ife  
72S G affney Street, Su ite  100 
Fairbanks, A K  90707

March 3 ,2 0 0 4

Subject: Senate Bill 349 
Senate Bill 294

Dear Senator:

I am in favo r o f  SB  349, an act w h ich w ou ld  requ ire the licen s in g  o f  b irth centers. A s a 
soon to be direct-entry m idw ife , w o rk in g  for A la sk a  Fam ily  Health and B irth Center I 
feel that licen s in g  con tribu tes to the h igh standards o f  birth centers.

I am in favo r o fS B  294, T h is b i l l is co st e ffec tive  and w i l l g ive  m edacu id recip ients the 
same options as p rivate and insurance clien ts.

Thank you for yo u r consideration in rh is matter.

Cl i m*r*i*i'l \/

Vanessa R. Dunham
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Alaska Family Health & Birth Clinic
72.S Gaffney Rd. Suite ) 00, Fairbanks. A laska 99701 • (907)456-3719

March 3, 2004

RE: Senate B ill 294 
Senate B ill 349

I am w riting  in support o f  SB294 and SB349. These b i lls  w ou ld  requ ire a ll b irth  centers 
to be licensed and p rov ide for C ertified  D irect en try M idw iv c s  to be the attendants at 
these b irth s. T h is w ou ld  p rov ide a sa fe  a lte rna tive  to low  r isk  women at a sav ings to the 
State for a ll M ed ica id  and D enali K id  Care patients. C ertified  D irec t En try M idw ivc s  
typ ica lly  have a h igh percentage o f  M ed ica id  and P K C  c lien ts and charge 50 75% less 
o ve ra ll for prenatal earc and ch ild b irth  sendees. C D EM s arc cu rren tly  do ing  hom ebirih s 
or w ork ing in birth centers that m ay be registered through the S ta le but do not have any 
licen sing p rovisions. Those b i l ls  w ou ld  p rov ide fo r consisten t q u a lity  for a ll b irth 
centers.

Thank You,

Chery l Corrick
Certified D irect En try M idw ife
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