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SB 282 PREPARED FOOD:WILD/FARMED FISH DISCLOSURE

"An Act relating to the identification of finfish in food products and to the misbranding of food products 
consisting of or containing finfish."
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):__________
Title Identification of finfish in food products

Sponsor
Requester

Senator Elton
(S ) Resources

Expenditures/Revenues

Fiscal Note Number: 

Bill Version:

(S ) Publish Date:

REPORTED OUT

MAY 0 3 2004

SENATE FINANCE 
COMMITEE

C S SB  282(R£S) 

3/8/04

Dept. Affected: Environmental Conservation
RDU  Environmental Health
Component ____________ Food Safety and Sanitation

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2343

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
O PERATIN G  EXPEN D ITU R ES FY  2005 FY 2006 FY  2007 FY  2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 55.9 55.9 55.9 55.9 55.9 55.9
Travel 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0 5.0
Contractual 8.4 6.9 6.9 6.9 6.9 6.9
Supplies 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0 1.0
Equipment 6.9 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5 0.5
Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TO TA L O PERATIN G 77.2 69.3 69.3 69.3 69.3 69.3

C A P ITA L EX PEN D ITU R ES

CHANGE IN R EV EN U ES  ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SO U R C E (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1003 G F  Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1004 G F 77.2 69.3 69.3 69.3 69.3 69.3
1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1037 GF/Mental Health 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TO TA L 77.2 69.3 69.3 69.3 69.3 69.3

Estim ate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0 __
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time 1 1 1 1 1 1
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

A N A LY S IS : (Attach a separa te page if necessary )

See attached.

Prepared by: Kristin Ryan, Director___________________________________________________  Phone (907)269-7645
Division Environmental Health Date/Time 3/1/04 10:00 AM

Approved by: Kurt Fredriksson, Deputy Commissioner____________________________  Date 3/1/2004
Agency Environmental Conservation__________________________________________

(Reviled 12/2003 OMO)
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FISCAL NOTE #2

A N A LYSIS  CONTINUATION

SB 282 requires retail food establishm ents to state on their m enus w hether the fish they serve is wild or 
farmed. Regulations w ould need to be revised, and inspection and com pliance resources added to the 
retail food program  to im plem ent tltis requirem ent.

A n E nvironm ental H ealJi Technician would be hired to  im plem ent the requirem ents o f  SB 282. The 
position  w ould survey retail food establishm ents and solicit m enus for com pliance review. Tltis posidon 
w ould research and idenufy the sources and status o f  fish and fish products that are sold in Alaska and 
provide technical assistance on this idendfication to Alaskan suppliers and retail food establishments.
T h e  posidon  w ould also conduct com plaint invesdgadons and inidate enforcem ent acdon.

Basic position support costs are included for contractual and supplies. An addidonal $1.5 in contractual 
cost is included in the first year to public nouce proposed reguladons. E qu ipm ent cost in FY 2005 
includes ordinary office equipm ent (desk, chair, and office furniture) and a com puter w orkstadon with S.5 
in subsequent years for equipm ent replacem ent and software upgrades.

STATE OF ALASKA BILL NO. CSSB 282(RES)
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION
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Personal Services New Position Detail FN#2 CSSB 282(RES)
Department of Environmental Conservation

Scenario : A Scenario for FY2005 Fiscal Notes (3605)
Component: Food Safely & Sanitation (2343)

RDU: Environmental Health (207)

Time Retire Barg Salary Range & Budgeted Split/Annual Premium Annual Total
PCN Job Class Title_____________ Status Code Unit Location___________Sclied Stops Months Count Salary COLA Pay Benefits Costs

18-//032 Environmental Health Tech. FT A GP Anchorage 2A 15B 12.0 38,280 0 0 17,585 55,865

Justification:

Required for implementation of SB 282. Position wiil research and identify finfish 
suppliers, provide technical assistance to Alaskan suppliers and retailers, conduct 
menu reviews, issue approvals, initiate enforcement actions and conduct complaint 
investigations.

Funding Detail:
1004 .eneral Fund Receipts 100.00% 55,865

Total Funding: 100.00% 55,865

Component Summary:

Total Now Positions: 1

Fund Fund
Fund Description_________________________ Percont Amount

1004 General Fund Receipts 100.00% 55,865

Total Funding: 100.00% 55,865

Note: It a position Is split, an asterisk (*) will appear in the Split/Count column, if the split position Is also counted in the component, two asterisks (**) will ippear in this column.

State o( Alaska
Page 3 of 3 Department of Environmental Conservation 02-27-2004 2:00 pm



' reported out

FISCAL NOTE MAY 0 3 2004

SENATE FINANCE
STATE OF AL \SKA Fiscal Note Number: 1 COMMITEE
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: C S S B  282(RES)

(S) Publish Date: 3/8/04

Revision  Date/Tim e (Note if correction): Dept. Affected; LAW
Title "An Act relating to the identification of finfish in RDU CIVIL
food products and to the misbranding of food products consisting..." Component Natural Resources
Sponsor Senator Elton
Requester Senate Resources Committee Component No.

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPEN D ITU RES FY 2005 FY  2006 FY  2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY  2010

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Sti ̂ ctu-es
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TO TA L OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CA P ITA L EXPEN D ITU RES

CHANGE IN R EV EN U ES  ( ) |

FUND SO U RCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 G F  Match
1004 G F
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

TO TA L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is  included in the Governor's FY  2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

A N A LYSIS : (Attach a  separate paqo i f  necessary )
Th is bill am ends the A laska  Food, Drug, and Cosm etic Act, adding a new section requiring ti.at food 

establishm ent m enus discern between wild fish and farmed fish in prepared food products. A  federal 

version of fatm ed fish labeling legislation w as enacted last fall.

P a ssag e  of this legislation will have no fiscal impact on the Departm ent of Law .

Prepared by: Kathryn A. Daughhetee, Director Phone 465-3673
Division Administrative Services Date/Time 3/3/04 8:20 AM

Approved by: Kathryn Daughhetee for Gregg D. Renkes. Attorney General Date 3/3/2004
Agency Department of Law

(Hevtsed 12/2003 OMB)
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Senator K im E lton

SB 282 
S p o n s o r  S ta te m e n t

"A n  A c t  re la tin g  to  the  id e n tif ic a tio n  o f  f in f i s h  in fo o d  p ro d u c ts  a nd  to  the  
m isb ra n d in g  r f f o o d  p ro d u c ts  c o n s is tin g  o f  or c o n ta in in g  f in f is h ."

SB 282 req u ire s  re ta ;l food e s ta b lish m e n ts  to s ta te  o n  its m e n u  w h e th e r  fish it is 
se llin g  in  a p re p a i .1 food p ro d u c t is w ild  fish o r  fa rm ed  fish. S ta te  law  c u rre n tly  
p ro v id e s  th a t fa n  ted  fish  be id e n tif ie d  o n  the  label w h e n  the  fish is so ld  a t the  
re ta il level.

R ecen t re p o rts  in  the  scien tific  an d  g en era l m ed ia  focus o n  in c reased  toxin  loads 
in fa rm ed  fish a n d  e n v iro n m e n ta l d e g ra d a tio n  n ea r fish fa rm  sites. R e s ta u ra n t 
c o n su m e rs  in  A laska  d ese rv e  the  sam e  no tice  as  re ta il c o n su m ers  w h e n  they  
m a k e  p u rc h a se  d ec isio n s  b ased  o n  w h e th e r  the  fish is fa rm ed  o r w ild .

T h e  Jo in t L eg isla tive  S alm on  T ask  F orce  co m p rised  of leg is la to rs , seafood  
h a rv e s te rs  a n d  sea fo o d  p ro cesso rs  h as  u n a n im o u s ly  s u p p o r te d  SB 282.

-------------------------------------Alaska Senate------------------------------------
State Capitol • Juneau, Alaska wsui-i 182 • (907) 465-4947 • eax (907) 465-2108 

Senator.Klm.E i.tonolecis.state.ak.us



Sunday, January 25, 2004
P - I  F ocu s :  F a rm in g  is a n e t - l o s s  p r o p o s i t i o n  - -  e c o l o g i c a l l y ,  
s o c ia l l y  a n d  e c o n o m ic a l l y
A  Salmon Scare
By JOHN VOLPE

F ro m  the  p e rsp e c tiv e  o f the sp ec ia lis t, it is a m ix ed  b le ss in g  w h e n  th e  w o rld  
tu rn s  its a tte n tio n  to y o u r  ch osen  a re a  o f e n d e a v o r . Y ou feel so m e h o w  
leg itim ized  w h e n , if o n ly  I  riefly , th e  p u b lic  sh a re s  y o u r  o w n  in te n se  in te re s t in 
the issu es  to w h ich  y o u  h av e  d e v o te d  y o u r  p ro fe ss io n a l life. H o w e v e r , in itia l 
ex c item en t q u ick ly  g ives w a y  to e x a sp e ra tio n  as rh e to ric  o v e rsh a d o w s  the 
su b s ta n tiv e  d e lib e ra tio n  n ecessa ry  to  m o v e  from  k n o w le d g e  to u n d e rs ta n d in g .

A s a u n iv e rs ity  p ro fe sso r d e a lin g  w ith  issu es  s u r ro u n d in g  se a fo o d  eco logy , I toil 
in  re la tiv e  o b scu rity . T he b read  a n d  b u tte r  o f m y  re sea rch  is h o w  th e  re la tio n sh ip  
b e tw een  the fish ing  a n d  a q u a c u ltu re  in d u s tr ie s  is a lte r in g  eco log ica l, social a n d  
econom ic checks a n d  ba lan ces  the  w o rld  over.

The la n d m a rk  s tu d y  d e ta ilin g  th e  g re a tly  in c reased  tox in  lo a d s  fo u n d  in  farm  
sa lm o n  re la tiv e  to the ir w ild  c o u n te rp a r ts  h a s  th ru s t m e a n d  m y  co lleag u es 
a ro u n d  the  w o rld  in to  the  m ed ia  lim e lig h t for a few  m o m en ts . A seem in g ly  
en d less  p a ra d e  o f cam eras  a n d  m ic ro p h o n e s  h as  p a sse d  th ro u g h  m y  lab recen tly  
a t the  U n iv e rs ity  o f A lb erta  in sea rch  o f e x p e rt o p in io n  to p u t  th ese  s ta r tlin g  d a ta  
in  p e rsp ec tiv e .

O n  av e ra g e , fa rm -ra ised  sa lm o n  h a v e  an  o rd e r  o f m a g n itu d e  h ig h e r  lo ad  of 
cancer ca u s in g  P O P s (p e rs is ten t o rg a n ic  p o llu ta n ts )  th a n  w ild  c a u g h t sa lm o n . 
This is n o t new . In  fact o v er th e  la s t few  y e a rs  th ree  o th e r  su c h  s tu d ie s  — albe it 
m u ch  sm alle r -- h a v e  com e to n e a r ly  id en tica l co nclu sions. A s the  d u s t  se ttles  
a ro u n d  the  c u rre n t research , a tte n tio n  is sh if tin g  to c o n su m e r reac tio n  a n d  w h a t 
effect th is n ew s  w ill h a v e  on th e  a q u a c u ltu re  in d u s try .

W h at I h a v e  n o t seen  in  an y  o f the  w o r ld w id e  co v erag e  is a n y o n e  a sk in g  "W hy?" 
By th is I d o n 't  m ean , "W hy a re  tox in  lo a d s  h ig h e r  in  farm  sa lm o n ?"  T he a n sw e r is 
s tra ig h tfo rw a rd  a n d  w as  p re d ic te d  lo n g  ag o  from  w e ll-e s tab lish e d  
b io a ccu m u la lio n  p rin c ip les . N o r a m  I re fe rr in g  to the  im p lie d  p a ra d ig m  of the  
ex istence o f such  a th in g  as a safe  level o f ca rc in o g en . N o , m y  fru s tra tio n  is 
roo ted  in  the d e a fe n in g  absence  o f w h a t sh o u ld  b e  a v ig o ro u s  d e b a te  -- "W hy 
in d u s tria l a q u ac u ltu re? "  -- o r m o re  spec ifica lly  -- "W hy in d u s tr ia l  sa lm o n  
aq u acu ltu re?"

C o n s id e r the fo llow ing:

• C u rre n t p ro d u c tio n  m e th o d s  a d o p t m a x im u m  eco n o m ies  o f  scale . T hus, 
feed lo l s ty le , o p en  n e t-p e n s  in  the  oceans s im u lta n e o u s ly  m ax im ize



c o n s u m p t io n  of m a r in e  (read: public) re so u rces  (i.e. fresh , o x y g e n a te d  
w ate r)  w h ile  o ff load ing  p ro d u c t io n  w as te s  (feces, u n e a te n  food) a n d  
b y p ro d u c ts  (toxins, an tib io tic  re s idues ,  e sc a p e d  fish, b io a m p li f ied  
p a ra s ite s  a n d  pa thogens) .  Each n e t-p e n  (n u m b e r in g  in  the h u n d r e d s  on  
b o th  o f  C a n a d a 's  coasts) is t a n ta m o u n t  to a n  u n t r e a te d  s e w e r  ou tfa ll 
in t ro d u c in g  so lid  a n d  d is so lv ed  w a s te s  d irec tly  in to  the  m a r in e  
e n v i ro n m e n t .  This is in  ev e ry  w a y  " indus tr ia l  w aste ,"  d is p o s e d  o f  a t  no  
ch; :ge.

• T he u n n a tu ra l ly  h igh  dens it ies  o f  an im a ls  in  the feed lo t e n v i ro n m e n t  of 
ne t-p en s  m a k e  tha t e n v i ro n m e n t  a b re e d in g  g ro u n d  for d isease  a n d  
paras ites .  R ecently  in  British C o lu m b ia ,  fa rm -d e riv ed  p a ra s i te s  w e re  
im p lic a ted  as  the causal a g e n t  le ad in g  to the  la rgest s a lm o n  c o h o r t  
co llapse  o n  reco rd  a n y w h e re  in  the w o r ld ,  ever.

• T h ree  to five kilos of ed ib le  fish a re  u s e d  to m a k e  one  kilo  o f  f a rm  sa lm on; 
a n e t  loss o f  p ro te in  b a d ly  n e e d e d  by  h u m a n i ty .

• T he c o n tr ib u t io n  of the sa lm o n  a q u a c u l tu re  in d u s t ry  to British C o lu m b ia 's  
g ro ss  d o m e st ic  p ro d u c t  in 2001, as ca lcu la ted  b y  the C a n a d ia n  C e n t re  for 
Policy A lte rna tives ,  w as  $87 million. M arin e -b ased  in d u s tr ie s  d irec tly  
j e o p a rd iz e d  by  sa lm o n  fa rm ing ,  in c lu d in g  com m erc ia l  a n d  s p o r t  fisheries 
a n d  m a r in e  tou rism , c o n tr ib u te d  $582 m illion , o r  51 p e rc e n t  of the 
p ro v in c ia l  total.

• S a lm o n  fa rm in g  in C a n a d a  is d o m in a te d  (g rea te r  than  80 p e rc e n t  o f  B.C. 
p ro d u c t io n )  b y  fo re ig n -o w n ed  m u lt in a t io n a l  co m p a n ie s  s e e m in g ly  in ten t 
on  l iq u id a t in g  C a n a d a 's  n a tu ra l  m a r in e  capital for a v e ry  sm all  p rofit .  A 
s im ila r  a r r a n g e m e n t  charac te r izes  tue  W ash in g to n  s ta te  in d u s try .

• F a rm  s a lm o n  o v e rp ro d u c t io n  (p rinc ipa lly  from  Chile  a n d  N o rw a y )  has  
d r iv e n  the p rice  of all s a lm o n  to all- tim e lows. This  forces C a n a d ia n  and  
A m erican  fa rm s  to s lash  jobs  to rem a in  c o m p e ti t iv e  a n d  h as  b r o u g h t  ru in  
to coasta l f ish ing  c o m m u n it ie s  across the N o r th e rn  H e m isp h e re  (w hich  
d e p e n d  o n  a fair p rice  for the ir  w ild  catch).

So, even  a c u rso ry  rev iew  o f  the ava i lab le  in fo rm a tio n  leads  to the q u e s t io n  of 
w h y  w e  a re  e n g a g in g  in this activ ity? This in d u s t ry  is c learly  a ne t-loss  
p ropos it ion ,  w h e th e r  v ie w e d  from  the ecological, social o r  e co n o m ic  perspec tive .  
C o n su m e rs  h a v e  e i th e r  been  u n in fo rm e d  o r  h a v e  o p te d  to tu rn  a b lind  ey e  to 
these facts. A d m it te d ly ,  the cause-and-effect re la t io n sh ip  b e tw e e n  the  v iab ili ty  of 
the w o r ld 's  o ceans  a n d  y o u r  choice o f  en tree  is n o t  as  o b v io u s  as  it co u ld  o r  
s h o u ld  be b u t  th a t  does  no t m a k e  it an y  less real.

T he take-hom e m e ssag e  of the  recen t research  is tha t w e  can n o  lo n g e r  ig n o re  the 
n a tu ra l  law  tha t w h a t  is b a d  for the e n v i ro n m e n t  is b a d  for y o u r  hea lth .  P e rh ap s  
if in d u s tr ia l  s a lm o n  a q u a c u l tu re  really  held  p ro m ise  to feed the  w o r ld 's  h u n g ry  
o r  rev ita lize  o u r  s t ru g g lin g  coasta l c o m m u n it ie s  o r  ev en  p ro v id e  a w o rry -f re e  
ep icu rean  experience , there  w o u ld  be  reaso n  to g ive  th a t  in d u s t ry  the  benefi t  of 
the d o u b t.

Page 2 of 3



Alas, the fa rm -ra ised  s a lm o n  d e s t in e d  for y o u r  d in n e r  p la te  a r r iv e s  w ith  
o v e rw h e lm in g  e n v iro n m en ta l  a n d  social b ag g ag e ,  in a d d i t io n  to -- as  w e  n o w  
k n o w  -- n o t  b e in g  as h e a l th fu l  as  y o u 'v e  b e e n  told.

A s w ith  m o s t  enviro-socia l d i le m m a s ,  the re  is ho p e ,  a n d  o p t io n s  a re  ava i lab le  to 
co n su m ers .  T h e  w ild  Pacific s a lm o n  fishery , co n tra ry  to p o p u la r  belief, is n o t  
d e a d .  Its m a jo r  p ro b lem  h a s  n o t  b een  lack o f  w ild  sa lm o n , w h ic h  h a v e  been  
p len tifu l in  recen t years. R a ther ,  the  p ro b le m  has  b een  to r e m a in  v iab le  in  the 
face of ro c k -b o h o m  prices f ro m  the fa rm s  o ff lo ad in g  costs o f  p ro d u c t io n  to o u r  
coasta l h ab i ta ts .  There  a re  five w i ld  Pacific s a lm o n  species, each  u n iq u e  in taste 
a n d  texture .

A d v a n c e s  in  flash  freez ing  a t  sea  h a v e  re s u l te d  in  c o n t in e n t-w id e  ava i lab i l i ty  of a 
p r im e  p r o d u c t  12 m o n th s  o f  the  year .  In fact, for a n y o n e  w h o  cares  a b o u t  w h a t  
s h e / h e  eats, In te rn e t  c o m m u n ic a t io n  a n d  e n tre p re n e u r ia l  s p ir i t  h a v e  co m b in ed  
to m a k e  it possib le  to b u y  fish (no t ju s t  s a lm o n )  d irec tly  f ro m  the  f ishe rm an , 
reg a rd le ss  o f  location (som e e v e n  h a v e  o n -b o a rd  W eb cam s). S u p p o r t in g  these 
fisheries no t  o n ly  does  y o u r  b o d ) '  a serv ice  b u t  a lso  he lp s  to s u p p o r t  the  d o z e n s  
of coasta l co m m u n it ie s  h u r t  b y  p lu m m e t in g  s a lm o n  prices.

T h e  m ajor h u r d le  to the in fo rm e d  c o n su m e r  is the c u r re n t  lack of labe ling  in 
s u p e rm a rk e ts  a n d  re s tau ra n ts .  W i th o u t  co n s is ten t  labe ling  ( fa rm e d  o r  w ild , 
c o u n t ry  o f  orig in), the c o n s u m e r  c a n n o t  m a k e  a n  in fo rm e d  dec is ion . C u r re n t ly  
g rocers  a n d  re s tau ra n ts  a re  n o t  re q u i re d  to p ro v id e  this in fo rm a tio n ,  a s i tu a tio n  
th a t  is u n fa ir  to c o n su m ers  a n d  m u s t  change .

T h e  m oral o f  this s to ry  re so n a te s  far b e y o n d  the fa rm  sa lm o n  d e b a te ,  co lo rin g  all 
o f  in d u s tr ia l  agricu ltu re : T h e re  a re  no  sho r tcu ts .  So lo n g  as  m a rk e t  forces a lone 
s h a p e  h o w  o u r  food is p r o d u c e d ,  w e  w ill  be  faced w ith  s im ila r  rea l i ty  checks 
w i th  in c re a s in g  frequency  a n d  m a g n i tu d e .  M a rk e t  forces o n ly  w o rk  w h e n  
tru th fu l  p ro d u c t  labeling a n d  p u b lic  u n d e r s ta n d in g  of all the costs  a c c o m p a n y  
them .

Indeed ,  the cu r re n t  crop  of toxic fa rm  s a lm o n  s to ries  a p p e a r in g  in  this p a p e r  
co m p e te  for p a g e  space  w i th  m a d  cow  d isease  coverage , t ran sg en ic  c ro p s  a n d  the 
like -- all b o rn  o f  the s h o r ts ig h te d  d e m a n d  for m o re  w ith  less.

In light o f  the  rem ark ab le  s h o r tc o m in g s  o f  this in d u s try ,  it is tim e c o n su m e rs  and 
b u re a u c ra ts  recogn ize  tha t in d u s tr ia l  s a lm o n  fa rm in g  is a so lu t io n  in  sea rch  of a 
p ro b lem . A q u a c u l tu re  in g en e ra l  h a s  a b r ig h t  fu tu re  to be  su re ,  b u t  fa rm -rea r in g  
sa lm o n  is no  one 's  idea  of su s ta in ab il i ty .  T h e  s to ry  is n o t  ju s t  th a t  f a rm  sa lm o n  
h a v e  g rea t ly  e leva ted  toxin loads ,  b u t  tha t th is is ac tua lly  th e  th in  e d g e  of the 
w ed g e .

lolm  Volpc is assistant professor o f fisheries and seafood ecology at the U niversity  o f 
Alberta-Edmonton.
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Think Twice About Eating Farmed Salmon 

Salmon Farming and Human Health

Nutrition
A single serving o f  most seafood , including wild or farmed salmon, provides the daily 
requirement of healthy Omega 3 - an essential fatty acid with many health benefits. 
However, wild fish have a higher Omega 3 to Omega 6 ratio than farmed salmon which 
is best for your diet and overall health.

Farmed Atlantic salmon also contain higher levels of unhealthy saturated fats than wild 
coho, sockeyc, steel head pink and chum salmon. In addition, preliminary research 
indicates farmed salmon have up to 10 limes more PCBs and dioxins than wild salmon. 
People who eat between 1 and 3 servings of farmed salmon per week are exposed to an 
amount of contaminants which exceeds the safety level set by the World Health 
Organization.

The food given to farmed sal:non does not contain the natural 
sources of color and as a result, their flesh is an unappetizing gray 
color. To make their product more marketable, fish farm 
companies choose what color they want their salmon from the 
SalmoFan. Chemical additives are then added to the fish feed. 

SalinoFan - CAAR Files

Farmed Atlantic salmon contain 200 per cent more unhealthy, saturated fat than wild 
pacific pink or chum salmon. This has led some health professionals to question the 
nutritional value of farmed salmon.

In a letter urging retailers to stop selling farmed salmon to customers, Warren Bell MD, 
president of the Canadian Association of Physicians for the Environment (CAPE) writes, 
"Not only is the fat content of farmed salmon higher than lhat of wild salmon but the 
composition of farmed salmon fat is also less healthy than that of wild salmon fat." He 
also writes that, "Another issue of concern to consumers is the fact that the monitoring of 
residues of antibiotics and other drugs in farmed salmon is in: (equate."

Antibiotics & Biocides
Disease and parasites are frequent occurrences on salmon farms. Farmers attempt to 
control these problems by using powerful drugs including antibiotics and biocides. 
Farmed salmon are fed more antibiotics per pound, than any other livestock in North 
America.

Excess drugs make their way along the food chain. Research suggests that between 74- 
100 per cent of wild fish caught near farms contain antibiotics in their flesh. Escaped fish 
caught in a Broughton Archipelago stream were found carrying bacteria known to cause a 
range of human maladies and these bacteria were resistant to 10 different antibiotics. 
Excessive use of antibiotics has already led to the development of antibiotic resistant 
"super-bugs".



E N V I R O N M E N T A L  W O R K I N G  C R O U P
T M E P O W E R O F I N F O R M A T I O N

S u m m a r y  —  P C B s in  fa rm e d  sa lm o n

S e v en  of ten  fa rm e d  s a lm o n  p u rc h a s e d  a t  g rocery  s tores  in  W a sh in g to n  DC, San  
Francisco , a n d  P o r t la n d ,  O re g o n  w e re  co n tam in a ted  w i th  p o ly c h lo r in a te d  b ip h e n y ls  
(PCBs) a t  levels  th a t  ra ise  h ea l th  concerns,  acco rd in g  to  in d e p e n d e n t  la b o ra to ry  tests 
c o m m is s io n e d  by  E n v iro n m e n ta l  W o rk in g  G roup .

T h ese  firs t-ever tests  o f  fa rm e d  sa lm o n  from  U.S. g rocery  s to res  s h o w  tha t fa rm ed  
s a lm o n  a re  likely the  m o s t  P C B -co n ta m in a ted  p ro te in  sou rce  in the U.S. food  su p p ly .  
O n  a v e ra g e  fa rm e d  sa lm o n  h a v e  16 tim es the d ioxin-like  PCBs fo u n d  in  w ild  sa lm o n , 4 
t im es  the  levels in  beef, a n d  3.4 tim es the d ioxin-like  PCBs fo u n d  in o th e r  seafood . The 
levels  fo u n d  in  these  tests  track  p re v io u s  s tu d ie s  of fa rm ed  sa lm o n  c o n ta m in a t io n  by  
sc ien tis ts  f ro m  C a n a d a ,  I re land ,  a n d  the U.K. In total, these  s tu d ie s  s u p p o r t  the 
co n c lu s io n  th a t  A m e r ic a n  c o n su m e rs  n a t io n w id e  are  e x p o sed  to e lev a te d  PCB levels  by  
ea t in g  fa rm e d  sa lm o n .

A se rv in g o f fa rm e d  sa lm on has up to  40 
tim e s m o re PCBs th a n o th e r fo od s
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PCBs a re  p e rs is ten t ,  c an c e r-cau s in g  chem ica ls  tha t w ere  b a n n e d  in the U n ited  S tates in 
1976 a n d  a re  a m o n g  the " d i r ty  d o z e n "  toxic chem icals  s la ted  for g lobal p h ase -o u t  
u n d e r  the  U n ited  N a tio n s  C o n v e n t io n  on P ers is ten t O rg an ic  P o llu tan ts ,  s ig n ed  by



P res id en t  B ush  o n  M a y  23,2001. Because o f  the ir  pers is tence , PCBs c o n t in u e  to 
c o n ta m in a te  th e  e n v i ro n m e n t  a n d  the food su p p ly .

A n u m b e r  o f  s tu d ie s  s h o w  th a t  fa rm e d  s a lm o n  acc u m u la te  PCBs f ro m  the f ishm eal they 
a re  fed. T he feed  is o f ten  d e s ig n e d  to h a v e  h ig h  a m o u n ts  of fish oil a n d  is m a d e  la rge ly  
from  g r o u n d - u p  sm all  fish. PCBs c o n ce n tra te  in  oils a n d  fat, a n d  p r e v io u s  tests of 
s a lm o n  feed  h a v e  co n s is ten tly  fo u n d  PCB co n tam in a tio n .

If fa rm e d  s a lm o n  w ith  the a v e ra g e  PCB level fo u n d  in  this s tu d y  w e re  c a u g h t  in the 
w ild , EPA  ad v ic e  w o u ld  res tr ic t  c o n s u m p t io n  to n o  m o re  than  o n e  m ea l a m o n th .  But 
because  fa rm e d  s a lm o n  a re  b o u g h t ,  n o t  cau g h t ,  the ir  c o n s u m p t io n  is n o t  res tr ic ted  m  
an y  w ay .

This is beca u se  the  E PA  sets  h e a l th  g u id a n c e  levels for PCBs in  w i ld -c a u g h t  sa lm o n , 
a n d  its s ta n d a rd s ,  w h ich  w e re  u p d a t e d  in 1999 to reflect the m o s t  recen t p ee r- rev iew ed  
science, a re  500 tim es  m o re  p ro tec t iv e  th a n  the  PCB lim its  a p p l ie d  b y  the  F ood  a n d  
D ru g  A d m in is t r a t io n  (FDA) to com m erc ia l ly -so ld  fish. T he  FD A  h a s  n o t  u p d a te d  its 
PCB h e a l th  l im it for com m erc ia l  sea fo o d  s ince  it w as  o r ig ina lly  is su e d  in 1984. In the 
in te rv e n in g  tw o  d e c a d e s  n e w  scientific  re sea rch  h a s  s h o w n  th a t  the PCBs tha t b u i ld  u p  
in fish a n d  p e o p le  a re  m o re  p o te n t  cance r-caus ing  a g en ts  th a n  o r ig in a lly  be lieved , a n d  
tha t they  p re s e n t  o th e r  h e a l th  risks  as w ell,  in  p a r t ic u la r  n e u ro d e v e lo p m e n ta l  r isks  to 
u n b o rn  ch i ld re n  f ro m  m a te rn a l  c o n s u m p t io n  of P C B -co n tam in a ted  fish.

W h en  the  F D A 's  s ta n d a r d  w a s  d e v e lo p e d ,  s a lm o n  w a s  s o m e th in g  o f  a ra r i ty  in the U.S. 
d ie t. T o d a y  it is s ta n d a r d  fare  a t  h o m e  a n d  in  re s ta u ra n ts ,  p a r t ic u la r ly  a m o n g  
c o n su m e rs  w h o  a re  h ea l th -consc ious ,  w ell e d u c a te d ,  a n d  re la tive ly  aff luen t.  Last y ea r  
s a lm o n  o v e r to o k  "fish  s ticks"  as  the  th i rd  m o s t  p o p u la r  seafood  in the  A m eric an  d ie t 
( tra iling  on ly  tu n a  a n d  sh r im p ) .  T he  in c re a sed  c o n s u m p t io n  w a s  m a d e  poss ib le  b y  the 
exp lo s ive  g ro w th  in s a lm o n  fa rm ing ,  an  in d u s tr ia l  sy s tem  that p ro d u c e s  the fish in vas t  
q u an t i t ie s  a t a p r ice  far lo w e r  th a n  w ild  sa lm on .

Seven  o f  the fa rm e d  s a lm o n  w e  tested  cam e  f ro m  factory-scale fa rm s  in C a n a d a ,  the 
U.S., a n d  Iceland . Six of these  se v e n  w e re  p o l lu te d  w ith  PCBs a t  leve ls  th a t  w o u ld  be 
safe to e a t  n o  m o re  th an  once  a m o n th ,  a c c o rd in g  to EPA h ea l th  s ta n d a rd s .  A b o u t  23 
m illion  A m e r ic a n s  ea t  s a lm o n  m o re  th a n  once  a m o n th ,  the m a jo r i ty  o f  it f a rm e d  
sa lm on . O n e  s a lm o n  im p o r te d  from  S co tland  con ta in ed  PCBs a t  leve ls  so  h ig h  tha t EPA 
w o u ld  res tr ic t  c o n s u m p t io n  to n o  m o re  th an  six m ea ls  a year ,  if the  s a lm o n  w ere  
cau g h t ,  n o t  b o u g h t .

T he  fa rm e d  s a lm o n  in d u s t ry  c la im s  th a t  b o th  fa rm e d  a n d  w ild  s a lm o n  can  be  ea ten  
safely m o re  th a n  o n ce  a w eek . T h is  c la im  relies  on  F D A 's  o u td a te d  c o n ta m in a t io n  limit. 
In E W G 's  te s t ing  p ro g ra m ,  n in e  o f  10 fa rm e d  sa lm o n  tested  from  five co u n tr ie s  of o rig in  
failed E P A 's  h e a l th -b a s e d  lim its  for w e e k ly  c o n su m p t io n  (6000 p a r ts  p e r  trillion), 
e x ce ed in g  the s ta n d a rd  b y  a n  a v e ra g e  o f  4.5 times. A p ilo t  s tu d y  p u b l i s h e d  b y  C a n a d ia n  
sc ien tis ts  last y e a r  s h o w e d  th a t  fa rm e d  C a n a d ia n  sa lm o n  con ta in  ten  t im es the PCBs of 
w ild  A lask an  a n d  C a n a d ia n  sa lm o n .
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EW G 's  ana lysis  o f  sea fo o d  in d u s t ry  fish c o n s u m p t io n  d a ta  s h o w s  th a t  o n e  q u a r te r  of all 
a d u l t  A m er ic an s  (52 m illion  peo p le )  ea t sa lm o n ,  a n d  a b o u t  23 m illion  of th em  eat 
s a lm o n  m o re  o ften  than  once  a m o n th .  Based o n  these  d a ta  w e  e s t im a te  tha t 800,000 
p eo p le  face a n  excess life tim e cancer  risk o f  m o re  th a n  one  in 10,000 from  e a t in g  fa rm ed  
sa lm on, a n d  10.4 m illion  p e o p le  face a cancer r isk  exceed ing  o n e  in  100,000. T he 
g o v e rn m e n t 's  p re fe r re d  leve ' o f  in c reased  r isk  fro m  c o n ta m in a n ts  like PCBs is n o  m o re  
than  o n e  in  o n e  m illion , a th re sh o ld  set to acco u n t for a r e g u la to ry  sy s te m  tha t 
ad d re s se s  chem ica ls  o r  chem ica l c lasses in d iv id u a l ly  a n d  is u n a b le  to se t  safe levels  for 
the com plex  m ix tu re s  o f  h u n d r e d s  o f  in d u s tr ia l  chem ica ls  k) w h ich  p eo p le  a re  exposed .

Recommendations

Six of ev e ry  ten  s a lm o n  so ld  in s to res  a n d  * ‘S tau ran ts  a re  ra ised  in  h ig h -d e n s i ty  fish 
pens  in  the  ocean , m a n a g e d  a n d  m a rk e te d  b y  the s a lm o n  fa rm in g  in d u s try .  T hese  fish 
are  e a ten  by  a q u a r te r  o f  a ’l a d u l ts  in  the U.S. a n d  ex p er ts  p r i  diet tha t the ex p o n en tia l  
g ro w th  of the fa rm e d  sa lm o n  in d u s t ry  w ill con tinue .

F a rm -ra ised  fish a re  h e re  to s tay. If ra ised  correctly , these fish can  h e lp  m ee t global 
d e m a n d  for h ig h -q u a l i ty  p ro te in  a n d  take so m e  of the p re s su re  off o f  h igh ly  d e p le te d  
p o p u la t io n s  of w ild  fish. But m ajo r re fo rm s  to the in d u s try  a ie  n eed e d .

In a c d i t io n  to the w ell d o c u m e n te d  ecological p ro b le m s  w ith  s a lm o n  fa rm ing ,  there  is 
n o w  co m p e ll in g  ev id en ce  o f  n e a r  in d u s t ry -w id e  co n ta m in a t io n  w ith  u n acc ep tab ly  h igh 
levels of PCBs.

To r e m e d y  this p ro b lem , w e  r e c o m m e n d  that:

• C o n g ress  pass  a fu n d in g  increase  for FD A  to s u p p o r t  te s t ing  o f  fa rm e d  sa lm o n  
a n d  o th e r  p ro te in  so u rces  for PCBs.

• T he  Food  a n d  D ru g  A d m in is t ra t io n  m o v e  qu ick ly  to c o n d u c t  a def in it ive  s tu d y  
o f  PCB c o n ta m in a t io n  in  fa rm e d  sa lm o n , a n d  m a k e  all resu lts  pub lic . This  testing 
is critical, becau se  FD A  will b e  u n a b le  to u p d a te  its reg u la t io n  o n  PCBs in fa rm ed  
sa lm o n  un ti l  the a g e n c y  c o n d u c ts  its o w n  la b o ra to ry  s tud ie s .

• T he  FDA  issue a PCB hea l th  a d v iso ry  for seafood  c o n su m p t io n  in  line w ith  
c u r re n t  PCB h e a l th  g u id a n c e  issued  b y  the  EPA.

• Po licy -m akers  d o  m o re  to p re se rv e  s a lm o n  h ab i ta t  in A laska, w h e re ,  p re l im in a ry  
ind ica tions  are, fish a re  n a tu ra l ly  low  in PCB co n tam in a tio n .

• T h e  s a lm o n  fa rm in g  in d u s t r y  m o n i to r  s a lm o n  feed for PCB c o n ta m in a t io n  and  
sh if t  or ref ine  feed so u rces  to p ro d u c e  fish lo w er  in PCBs a n d  o th e r  po llu tan ts .

W h a t  y o u  can d o

To re d u c e  y o u r  e x p o su re  to PCBs, tr im  fat from  fish befo re  cooking . A lso, choose  
broiling, b ak in g ,  o r  g ril l ing  o v e r  fry ing , as  these cook ing  m e th o d s  a l low  the PCB-laden 
fat to cook off the fish. W h e n  possib le , choose  w ild  a n d  c a n n e d  A la sk an  sa lm o n  in s tead  
of fa rm ed , a n d  ea t fa rm e d  sa lm o n  n o  m o re  th an  once  a m o n th .



T w o  G r o u p s  to S u e  F a rm e d  S a lm o n  I n d u s t r y
TEREN CE CITEA, A sso c ia ted  P ress  W rite r

A P  O n lin e  01-23-2004 

Dateline: S A N  FR A N C IS C O

T he fa rm e d  s a lm o n  in d u s t ry  faces legal ac t ion  in  C a lifo rn ia  for fail ing  to w a rn  
c o n su m e rs  th a t  the  fish con ta in  w h a t  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  g ro u p s  sa y  are  p o ten tia l ly  
d a n g e ro u s  levels  o f  can c e r-cau s in g  chem ica ls .

T he  E n v iro n m e n ta l  W o rk in g  G ro u p  a n d  the C e n te r  for E n v iro n m e n ta l  H ea lth  
filed no tice  la s t  w e e k  of the ir  in te n t  to su e  50 sa lm o n  fa rm s ,  fish p ro cesso rs  a n d  
g rocery  ch a in s  u n d e r  a C alifo rn ia  anti- tox ics law .

" O u r  goal is to ch a l len g e  th e m  to c h an g e  the ir  p rac tices  so  the ir  fish is safe  to 
eat,"  sa id  M ichae l G reen ,  execu tive  d irec to r  for the O a k la n d -b a se d  C e n te r  for 
E n v iro n m en ta l  H ea lth .

T he  p o te n t ia l  la w s u i t  co m es  afte r  a m ajo r s tu d y  p u b l ish e d  ear l ie r  this m o n th  in 
the  jo u rn a l  Science fo u n d  tha t fa rm -ra ised  s a lm o n  c o n ta in s  s ign if ican tly  m o re  
c o n ta m in a n ts  th a n  sa lm o n  c a u g h t  in the w i ld  becau se  o f  PCBs, p o ly c h lo r in a te d  
b ipheny ls ,  in  feed. It r e c o m m e n d e d  th a t  fa rm ers  ch an g e  fish feed  a n d  u rg ed  
co n su m e rs  to b u y  w i ld  sa lm on .

T he fa rm e d  s a lm o n  in d u s t r y  d is p u te s  the  conclusions , c i t ing  ex p er ts  w h o  sa y  the 
benefits  o u tw e ig h  the  risks o f  ea t in g  fa rm e d  sa lm on .

" (C o n su m ers )  w ill  be  d o in g  them se lves  a n d  the ir  fam ilies  a g re a t  d isserv ice  if 
they  s to p  e a t in g  fa rm e d  sa lm o n ,"  sa id  A lex T ren t ,  ex ecu tive  d irec to r  of the trade  
g ro u p  S a lm o n  of the  A m ericas .  H e  n o te a  th a t  fa rm e d  sa lm o n ,  a s o u rce  o f  hear t-  
h ea l th y  o m e g a -3  fa tty  acids, is m u c h  c h e a p e r  than  w ild  sa lm o n  a n d  can be 
p u rc h a s e d  y e a r - ro u n d .

U n d e r  P ro p o s i t io n  65, the Safe D r in k in g  W ate r  a n d  Toxic E n fo rce m en t  A ct of 
1986, c o m p a n ie s  a re  re q u ire d  to no tify  c o n s u m e rs  if the ir  p ro d u c ts  con ta in  
h a z a rd o u s  levels  o f  chem ica ls  k n o w n  to ca u se  cancer o r  r e p r o d u  ’tive h a rm .

S tate  law  re q u ire s  p r iv a te  g ro u p s  to first file no tice  of the ir  in ten t  to s u e  to g ive  
the s ta te  a t to rn e y  gen era l  a n d  o th e r  p ro se c u to rs  60 d a y s  to d e c id e  w h e th e r  to join 
o r  take o v er  the  law su it .

D efen d an ts  n a m e d  in c lu d e  m a jo r  U.S. g ro ce ry  cha ins  su ch  as  S a few ay  Inc., 
K roger Co., A lb e r tso n s  Inc. a n d  C ostco  W ho lesa le  C orp .  a n d  fa rm e d  sa lm o n  
p ro d u c e rs  in  C a n a d a  a n d  Europe .
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R isk y  b e h a v io u r :  W ell,  i t 's  u p  to you ; P e te r  M cK n ig h t  
V an co u v e r  S un  01-19-2004

Let's  say  the E n v iro n m en ta l  P ro tec tion  A g e n c y  a n d  H e a l th  C a n a d a  g ive  v o u  
conflic ting  in fo rm a tio n  a b o u t  the safe ty  o f  e a t in g  fa rm e d  sa lm o n .  W fw m  s h o u ld  
y o u  trust?

T he answ er:  T ru s t  yr*arself.
T h a t 's  a b it  cryptic , I k n o w , b u t  th e n  th e re 's  b e e n  a lo t  of c ry p t ic  re p o r t in g  o n  this 
subject. So let m e try  to clarify.

O n  Jan. 9, Science m a g a z in e  p u b l ish e d  the  n o w  ( in )fam o u s  s tu d y  th a t  fo u n d  
fa rm ed  sa lm o n  h a d  m u c h  h ig h e r  levels o f  p o ly c h lo r in a te d  b ip h e n y ls  (PCBs) than  
w ild  sa lm on .

Specifically, fa rm e d  s a lm o n  h a d  av e ra g e  PCB levels  of 36.63 p a r t s  p e r  billion, 
c o m p a re d  to 4.75 p a r ts  p e r  b illion for the w ild  varie ty .

By them selves ,  those  n u m b e rs  are  u n co n tro v e rs ia l .  A fte r  all, e v e n  fish fa rm ers  
a d m it  the ir  fish con ta in  h ig h e r  PCB levels th an  w ild  sa lm o n .

H o w e v e r ,  the re sea rch e rs  also re lied  on  E n v iro n m e n ta l  P ro te c t io n  A g en cy  
gu ide lines  (w hich  se t l im its  fo r  PCBs in fish a t  24-48 p a r ts  p e r  billion), a n d  
co n c lu d ed  th a t  it m ig h t  n o t  b e  safe to ea t fa rm e d  sa lm o n .

T ha t p ro m p te d  a qu ick  re sp o n se  fro m  the U.S. F o o d  a n d  D ru g  A d m in is t ra t io n  
a n d  H ea lth  C a n a d a ,  b o th  of w h ich  se t  lim its  fo r  PCBs a t  2,000 p a r ts  p e r  billion.

H ea lth  C a n a d a  is sued  a  n e w s  re lease  s ta t in g  tha t,  b a se d  o n  its r isk  a ssessm en t,  
" c o n s u m in g  fa rm e d  s a lm o n  d o e s  n o t  p o se  a h e a l th  r isk  to c o n su m e rs ."

So w h o 's  righ t?  T h e  EPA o r  the  FDA  a n d  H e a l th  C a n a d a ?

S o m eo n e  m u s t  be correct,  s ince  this is all b a s e d  o n  science, r ig h t?  Well, no.

W hile the a m o u n t  o f  PCBs in fish is a scientific fact, ai ’c o m m e n d a t io n  -- 
w h e th e r  it be to ea t or a v o id  sa lm o n  -- is n ecessa r i ly  a v a lu e  ju d g m e n t .

A gencies look  a t the  (scientifically verif ied) a m o u n t  of PCBs in  c o n ta m in a te d  fish 
a n d  then  dec ide  w h a t  th ey  co n s id e r  to be a n  " a cce p tab le "  risk.

W hat c o u n ts  as accep tab le  d e p e n d s ,  of cou rse ,  o n  the  v a lu e s  o f  the agency .

For exam ple ,  the EPA g u id e l in e s  a re  based  o n  the  a m o u n t  o f  PCBs th a t  cou ld  
cause  o n e  case of can ce r  in 100,000 p e o p le  ovei a 70- y e a r  lifetime.



But w h y  choose  one  in 100,000 as an  a p p ro p r ia te  lim it?  W h y  n o t  one  in a m illion? 
O r  o n e  in 10,000?

T h e re 's  n o  scientific a n s w e r  to th a t  q u es tio n  because  it 's  n o t  a scientific  ques tion .

Science is a p u re ly  descr ip tive ,  r a th e r  th a n  p resc r ip t iv e ,  en te rp r ise .

It dea ls  w i th  cold, h a rd  facts, a n d  tells u s  h o w  th ings  a re  r a th e r  th a n  h o w  they  
s h o u ld  be.

In o th e r  w o rd s ,  science can  tell u s  h o w  m a n y  PCBs a re  in fish, a n d  it can 
a p p ro x im a te  the p ro b ab il i ty  th a t  w e  w ill  d ev e lo p  can ce r  if w e e a t  c o n ta m in a te d  
fish.

But safe ty  is a n o th e r  m a t te r  en tire ly ,  since n o th in g  is 100 p e r  cen t  safe. W h e n  
agenc ies  label a food  unsafe ,  they  are  m a k in g  a p re sc r ip t io n :  T h e y  a re  s a y in g  y ou  
s h o u ld n ' t  e a t  the food.

T h a t  is a v a lu e  ju d g m e n t  -- it 's  a s ta te m e n t  of h o w  m u c h  r isk  the  agenc ies  th in k  
y o u  s h o u ld  a ssu m e . But, u lt im a te ly , o n ly  you  can  d ec id e  w h a t  is a n  accep tab le  
risk.

In te res t ing ly ,  w e  e n g a g e  in r isky  b e h a v io u r  eve ry  d a y ,  w i th o u t  ev en  th in k m g  
a b o u t  it. E v e ry th in g  w e  d o  has  a t t e n d a n t  r isks  -- f ro m  d r iv in g  a car  (re la tive ly  
sp eak in g ,  a h igh ly  d a n g e ro u s  activ ity) to tak ing  a s h o w e r  (p e rh a p s  the  m o s t  
d a n g e ro u s  th in g  y o u  d o  in y o u r  o w n  hom e) to e a t in g  fa rm e d  sa lm o n .

Yet w h e n  a scientific s tu d y  ap p e a rs ,  w e  s u d d e n ly  look  to sc ien tis ts  to tell us  
w h e th e r  w e  s h o u ld  c o n t in u e  to e n g a g e  in ce rta in  activ ities .

Scientis ts  s im p iy  c a n 't  tell u s  th a t  -  they  can  on ly  su g g e s t  w h a t  m ig h t  h a p p e n  to 
u s  if w e  d o  so. A s far as ea t in g  fa rm e d  sa lm o n  is c o n ce rn ed ,  it 's  u p  to each o f  us 
to d ec id e  w h e th e r  the risk  is w o r th  it.

In  the final analysis , the w h o le  s h e b a n g  com es d o w n  to w h a t  m y  m o th e r  u s e d  to 
sa y  w h e n e v e r  sh e  w a s  d issa tisf ied  w ith  the m a n y  h a re -  b ra in e d  dec is ions  I 'v e  
m ad e .

" I t 's  y o u r  life," M o m  w o u ld  say. A n d  sh e  w as  right.

It is y o u r  life, a n d  w h ile  y o u  can a n d  s h o u ld  ava il y o u rse lf  o f  in fo rm a tio n  
p ro v id e d  by  scientis ts ,  no  one  b u t  y o u  -- n o t  scientists , o r  g o v e rn m e n t  agencies, 
o r  e n v i ro n m e n ta l  activists, o r  fish fa rm ers  -- can tell y o u  h o w  to live it.

(C o p y r ig h t  V an co u v e r  Sun 2004)
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Alaska Trailers Association
130 Seward St., No. 211 
Juneau, Alaska 99801 
(907) 586-9400 
(907) 586-4473 Tax

2004 Legislative Positions

House Bills

H C R  25 Su p p o rt Alaska Wild Salmon W eek
H J R 3 2 Su p p o rt Labeling of wild and farmed / country of origin
H J R 3 4 Su pp ort U SD A  Trade Adjustment Assistance Program
H J R 3 6 Su p p o rt N P S  mitigate adverse effects of fishing closures and restrictions
H B  396 O p p o se M S Y  of “important salmon stocks" and ensuring hatchery brood stock.
H B  409 N o  A ction Maximum length of seine vessel
H B  410 N o  A ction C F E C  permit buy-back programs
H B  415 N o  A ction Permit holders (not vessels) fish in multiple areas
H B  419 O p p o se  as written Regional seafood development associations and taxes
H B  426 O p p o se Tax certain tourism/recreation-related goods and services
H B  433 Su p p o rt Labeling and ID of genetically modified fish & fish products
H B  435 Su p p o rt Labeling and misbranding
H B  444 Su pp ort Direct marketing taxes
H B  473 N o  A ction J V  fish processing businesses and tax liability.
H B  478 No Action Issuance of commercial fishing interim-use permits.

Senate Bills

S C R  19 
S B  27 
S B  281 
S B  282
S B  286 
S B  315 
S B  322

Su pp ort 
N o  A ction  
Su pp ort 
Su p p ort
Su p p ort 
N o  A ction  
N o  A ction

Support fisheries education 
Pesticide U se
Labeling and ID of genetically modified fish & fish products 
Labeling and misbranding
Direct marketing taxes 
C F E C  permit buy-back programs 
Salmon enhancement tax rate

ASMI Issues
Su pp ort 1% salm on marketing assessm ent 
Neutral on m andatory p rocessor assessm ent 
Su pp ort A S M I  board size of 11-15 m em bers
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SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT 
F irs t Comm ittee o f Referral

DATE: 1/28/04

Date of 5-Day Notice: <2-/a c  /o4
(in accordance with Uniform Rule 23)

DATE TURN ED «  , /
IN TO O FF IC E : 3 -  0 j

FURTHER: Finance

Resources Committee considered SEN A TE BILL NO. 282

SB 282 PR EPA R ED  FOOD:WILD/FARMED FISH D ISC LO SU RE

"An Act relating to the identification of finfish in food prodt cts and to the misbranding of food products 
consisting of or containing finfish."

and recommends: 

be replaced with 

] adopt previous _

C S
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. S 3

) attached amendment(s)
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