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April 3, 2003

The Honorable Gene T herriau lt 
President of the Senate  
Alaska S ta te  Legislature 
S tate  Capitol, Room 107 
Ju n e a u ,  AK 99801-1182

Dear President Therriault:

U nder the au tho rity  of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the  Alaska C onstitu tion, I am 
transm itting  a bill th a t  would estab lish  s ta te  agency program  perform ance 
m anag em en t and  au d it  powers in the Office of the  Governor. This bill would 
estab lish  powers in the office of m an ag em en t a n d  budge t necessary  to evaluate  
program perform ance by executive b ran c h  agencies. These powers would 
include express  au thoriza tion  for the exercise of in te rna l  aud it  powers. It is my 
in ten t th a t  th is  au thority  perm it the centra liza tion  of the in te rnal a u d it  
function, which h ad  been a  declining effort u n d e r  previous A dm inistra tions. I 
in tend to u se  in te rnal au d its  a s  a m a n a g em en t tool in my A dm inistra tion 's  
conu nu in g  effort to stream line  and  m ake efficient the  operations of s ta te  
agencies.

The bill also would m ake certain  a u d it  records confidential. This 
provision m irrors  the powers given to legislative aud ito rs  and is considered 
necessary  to m ake  the aud ito rs  effective in the perform ance of their duties.

1 urge you r  favorable consideration of th is  bill.

Sincerely,

•Frank H. M urkowski 
Governor
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