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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Dalo/Timo (Note If correction):

Title ELIMINATE LONGEVITY BONUS

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
( S ) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected:
BRU Medical Assistance

SENATC~ r'ii'JMlMCt- 
 COMMITEE

IvimY "• 5 2003

CSSB 117(FIN)
5/14/03

Health & Social Services

Component Medicaid Services

Sponsor

Requester ____________

E xp e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s

SENATE (RLS) BY REQUEST OF 
THE GOVERNOR

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)
2077

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

2,494.0 2,349.7 2,217.2 2.096.4 1,797.4 1,656.3

TOTAL OPERATING 2,494.0 2,349.7 2,217.2 2,096.4 1,797.4 1,656.3

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (0)

FUND SOURCE____________________    (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health 
Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)

1,587.6 1,478.2 1,375.9 1,280.6 1,192.4 1,107.8
906.4 871.5 841.3 815.8 605.0 548.5

TOTAL 2,494.0 2,349.7 2,217.2 2,096.4 1,797.4 1,656.3

Estimate o f any curren t year (FY2003) c o s t : ___________  ___________
Mark th is  box (X) i f  fund ing  fo r th is  b ill is included in the Governor’s FY 2004 budget proposal: I I
POSITIONS___________________________________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________
Full-time _____________________________________________________________________
Part-time _____________________________________________________________________
Temporary________________________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________ ___________

ANALYSIS: (Attach a soparato pago it tweossary)
This bill phases out the Alaska Longevity Bonus Program. This phase-out may cause some seniors who are not 
currently receiving APA and Medicaid to seek help because their income has dropped below what they need to 
make ends meet. Seniors age 65+ who are eligible for APA payments are entitled to coverage under the Medicaid 
program.

The Division of Public Assistance estimates that approximately 500 seniors would apply and be found eligible for 
APA. The Division of Medical Assistance estimates that approximately 50 of those seniors are already receiving 
Medicaid under other categories, so 450 seniors would become newly eligible for Medicaid in FY 04.

Prepared by: Jon Sherwood___________________________________________ Phone 465-5820
Division Medical Assistance______________________________________  Date/Timo 05/14/2003

Approved by: Joel S. Gilbertson, Commissioner__________________________ Date 05/14/2003
Agency Department of Health and Social Services___________________

(R«vltod 0/2002 OMB) Pago 1 of 2



F IS C A L  N O T E
FN 6

ANALYSIS CQ.NT1NLIAI1QAI.

ST A T E  O F  A LA SK A
2003 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSIO N

BILL NO. CSSB 117(FIN)

The estimated cost o f providing Medicaid services to these seniors is $490/month per senior. Due to 
death and out migration, 7 % o f these new eligibles will leave the caseload each year. The cost o f these 
new eligibles is shown below. Federal Funds are assumed to be 60% of the cost o f adding new people 
before the adjustment.

FY 04: 450 persons x S490/mo. x 12 mo. = S2,646.0

FY 05: 419 persons x S490/mo. x 12 mo. =  S2,463.7

FY 06: 390 persons x S490/mo. x 12 mo. = $2,293.2

FY 07: 363 persons x S490/mo. x 12 mo. = $2,134.4

FY 08: 338 persons x $490/mo. x 12 mo. =  $1,987.4

FY 09: 314 persons x $490/mo. x 12 mo. = $1,846.3

In addition, the Department currently spends $190,000 in general funds on ALB Hold Harmless 
payments. These payments would be reduced as the ALB phased out. The adjusted costs of increased 
Medicaid coverage for senior citizens are shown below.

FY 04: $2,646.0 - $152.0 = $2,494.0

FY 05: $2,463.7 - $114.0 = $2,349.7

FY 06: $2,293.2 - $76.0 = $2,217.2

FY 07: $2,134.4 - $38.0 = $2096.4

FY 08: $ 1,987.4 - $0.0 = $ 1,797.4

FY 09: $1,846.3 -$ 0 .0 =  $1,656.3
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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A Fiscal Note Number: 2

2003 L E G IS L A T IV E  S E S S IO N

Rovision Dato/Timo (Noto if corroclion): 0 5 / 1 4 / 2 0 0 3

Title ELIMINATE LONGEVITY BONUS

5/14/03
Bill Version:
( S ) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected:
BRU Public Assistance

CSSB 117(F|N) ViiVii

Health & Social Services

Component Adult Public Assistance

Sponsor 

Requester 

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s

SENATE (RLS) BY REQUEST OF 
THE GOVERNOR_______________

Component No. 

(Thousands o f Dollars)

222

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims 210.0 195.3 181.4 168.8 157.1 146.2
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 210.0 195.3 181.4 168.8 157.1 146.2

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (01

FUND SOURCE /Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 210.0 195.3 181.4 168.8 157.1 146.2
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 210.0 195.3 181.4 168.8 157.1 146.2

Estimate o f anv cu rren t year (FY2003) cost: ___________
Mark th is  box (X) i f  fund ing fo r th is  b ill is included in the G overnor's FY 2004 budget proposal: 
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate paqo if necessary)
Adult Public Assistance (APA) serves low-income seniors age 65-r. Phasing out of the Alaska Longevity Bonus 
(ALB) may cause some seniors who are not currently receiving APA to seek help from the program because their 
income has dropped below what they need to make ends meet. Economic data on the monthly income of seniors 
receiving the ALB does not exist. However, using data from the 2000 McDowell report "Issues Affecting the 
Economic Well-Being of Seniorn," we estimate approximately 500 seniors may apply and be found eligible for APA. 
We assume that these new eligibles would have income closer to the maximum need standard and receive an 
average monthly benefit o f $35.

(Analysis continued on page 2)

Prepared bv: Anaela Salerno Phone 465-3200
Division Public Assistance Date/Time 05/14/2003

Approved bv: Joel S. Gilbertson. Commissioner Date 05/14/2003
Agency Department of Health and Social Services

(Rivlietl 0/2002 OMB) Paqo 1 of 2



BILL NO. CSSB 117(FIN)

ANALYSIS CONTINUATION 
Assumptions

Using data found in the McDowell report "Issues Affecting the Economic Well-Being o f Seniors," wc 
estimate tht approximately 500 low-income ALB recipeilns will apply for APA when they begin lo lose 
a portion o f ALB income.

The average APA benefit will be S3 5/mo.

Due to death and out migration, 7% o f these new eligibles will leave the caseload each year.

These new eligibles will remain on the APA caseload after the final phase out o f the ALB 

Calculations

FY 04: 500 persons x S35/mo. X 12 mos. = S210.0 

FY 05: 465 p ns x 535/mo. X 12 mos. = S 195.3 

FY 06: 432 persons x $35/mo. X 12 mos. = $181.4 

FY 07: 402 persons x S35/mo. X 12 mos. = S I68.8 

FY 08: 374 persons x S35/mo. X 12 mos. = S I57.1 

FY 09: 348 persons x $35/mo. X 12 mos. = S 146.2

FISCAL NOTE
FN #2

S T A T E  O F A L A S K A
2003 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

Page 2 o f  2



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2003 LEG ISLATIVE  SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):

Title ELIMINATE LONGEVITY BONUS

Fiscal Note Number: 
Bill Version:
(S) Publish Date:

IIPPORIEL' Oili*

i n i 1 s  2003
SENATc .-'iMANCt

fX-in'IITEE

CSSB 117 (FIN)
5/14/03

Sponsor SENATE (RLS) BY REQUEST OF
Requester THE GOVERNOR______________

Dept. Affected:
’ BRU
Component Pioneers' Homes

Health & Social Services
Ahska Longevity Programs

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2671

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
1156 Receipt Supported Services

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

115.7 230.8 345.8 4609 576.0 5760
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

(115.7) (230.8) (345.8) (460.9) (576.0) (576.0)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost:
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included

POSITIONS

0.0
nor's FY 2004 budget proposal:in the Govei L

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

Phasing-out and then eliminating the Longevity Bonus Program will result in the reduction of Pioneers' 

Home receipts. Certain residents on the payment assistance program will receive reduced Longevity 

Bonus payments and therefore will have less income to pay towards their monthly rate,

This estimated loss in receipt supported services is based ori our current resident population receiving 

Longevity Bonus warrants.

Prepared by: 
Division

Approved by: 
Agency

John Vowell Phone 465-4416
Alaska Longevity Programs Date/Time 5/14/03 1:46 PM

Bob Labbe. Deputy Commissioner Date 5/14/2003
Department of Administration

(Uovuod 9PC02 OMU) Page 1 of _1



r e p o r t e d  o u t

STA TE O F  ALASKA Fiscal Note Number
2003 L EG ISLA TIV E SESSION Bill Version:

(S) Publish Date:

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Health & Social Services
Title ELIMINATE LONGEVITY BONUS______________BRU Longevity Bonus Grants

Component Longevity Bonus Grants
Sponsor SENATE (RLS) BY REQUEST OF_____________  _______________________
Requester GOVERNOR_______________________________Component No. 26

F I S C A L  N O T E

Expenditures/Revenues__________________________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

(8,956.4) (16,617.9) (23,034.5) (28,162.8) (32,130.4) (29,080.8)

TOTAL OPERATING (8,956.4) (16,617.9) (23,034.5) (28,162.8) (32,130.4) (29,080.8)

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN R2VENUES ( ) |

IVIMK 1 5

' SENATE Pi
j CO VIM1

CSSB 117(FIN)
5/14/03

FUND SOURCE___________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

(8,956.4) (16,617.9) (23,034.5) (28,162.8) (32,130.4) (29,080.8)

TOTAL (8,956.4) (16,617.9) (23,034.5) (28,162.8) (32,130.4) (29,080.8)

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This fiscal note reflects the estimated savings by reducing the Longevity Bonus payments 2 0 %  each fiscal 

year beginning FY 2004 and ending FY 2007. The program will be eliminated June 30, 2007.

Prepared by: John Vowell____________________________________________ Phone_______________
Division Alaska Longevity Programs  Date/Time 5/14/03 1:40 PM

Approved by: Bob Labbe Deputy Commissioner__________________________ Date 5/14/2003______
Agency Department of Health & Social Services______________________

2003
N a i M O H
n c -

(RovlttKl 0.7002 OMO) Page 1 o f 1



F I S C A L  N O T E

STATE OF ALASKA
2003 LEG ISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 5/14/2003
Title ELIMINATE LONGEVITY BONUS

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version:
( S ) Publish Dale:

Dept. Affected: ____
BRU Public Assistance

H P P O R c ib O ilf

D 2003
CSSB 11i a  --- j i £ l  -i •v.v.'CS
5/14/03 r r

Health & Social Services

Component OAA-ALB Hold Harmloss

Sponsor

Requester ___________

E xp e n d itu re s /R e ve n u e s

SENATE (RLS) BV REQUEST OF 
THE GOVERNOR_____________

Component No. 223

(Thousands of Dollars)________
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims ( 291.9) ( 583.8) ( 875.7) ( 1.167.6) ( 1,459.5) ( 1,459.5)
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING ( 291.9) ( 583.8) ( 875.7) . (1.167.6) ( 1.459.5) f 1.459.51

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (0)

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF ( 291.9) ( 583.8) ( 875.7) ( 1,167.6) ( 1,459.5) ( 1,459.5)
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other(Specify Type-do not abbreviate)

TOTAL ( 291.9) ( 583.8) ( 875.7) ( 1,167.6) ( 1.459.5) ( 1,459.5)

Estimate  o f any curron t y e a r  (FY2003) cost: ____________
Mark this- box  (X) if funding for th is  bill is Inc luded in the Governor's  FY 2004 b udg e t  p roposa l:  [
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a soparato pogo it nocossary)

This legislation phases out the Alaska Longevity Bonus Program (AIB) over a five-year lime period. Longevity 
bonus payments will be reduced by 20% in FY05, by 40% in FY05, by 60% in FY06, by 80% in FY07, and by 100% 
in FY08.

Federal SSI eligibility rules require that the ALB must bo counted as income when determining SSI eligibility. This 
results in tho loss of all or a portion of SSI benefits to approximately 1000 ALB/SSI recipients. To mitigate tha loss of 
SSI income, the ALB Hold harmless program roplacos those lost SSI benefits. As tho ALB payments are phased 
out, the amount needed to replaco lost SSI bonofits will bo reduced by the samo percentage as tho longevity bonus.

Prepared by: Annola Salerno_______________________________________  Phono 465-3200
Division Public Assistance_____________________________________  Dato/Timo 04/29/2003
Approved by: Joel S. Gilbertson, Commissioner_______________________________ Date 05/14/2003
Agency Department of Hoalth and Social Services__________________

(R«V)»rd0'i002 OMOl Paqo 1 of 1



SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE
« ?  / /  3  / 2 0 0 3  C O M M I T T E E  A C T I O N

Bill Number t 13-
Amendment

Motion m ^ ----

Motion.bv lo C"I

Obiection bv
Removed

Second Objection by
Committee Member Y V'ofe N

Senator Olson u^'
Senator Stevens u r"
Senator Taylor
Senator Bunde
Senator Hoffman
Co-Chair Green — >
Co-Chair Wilken

Tally
Yea y
Nay 5

Absent
/ n  „  , , _

m i m

o r - h



i miciii! Business

Alaska State Senate
S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m i t t e e

Mail Stop 3100 
Slate Capitol 

Juneau. A laska ooso i-iis .

F A X  C O V E R  S H E E T

D A T E :  Y 3  T I M E :

T O : I J L o A  \\C ifS

N U M B E R  O F  P A G E S ,  I N C L U D I N G  C O V E R  S H E E T :

F R O M : M I N D Y  R O W L A N D

S E N A T E  F I N A N C E  C O M M I T T E E  S E C R E T A R Y  

P H O N E :  4 6 5 - 4 9 3 5  

F A X :  4 6 5 - 2 1 8 7

N O T E S :

C L € >  e S E , l l ^f - 2 3 ~ & G i l o V B

C c o k .

_ y A O  ‘

-  A o

\C



WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT
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WORK DRAFT

23-GS1100\B 

Cook 

5/13/03

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 117( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:

Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to the longevity bonus program; and providing for an effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

3 * Section 1. AS 09.38.015(a) is amended to read:

4 (a) An individual is entitled to exemption of the following property:

5 (1) a burial plot for the individual and the individual’s family;

6 (2) health aids reasonably necessary to enable the individual or a

7 dependent to work or to sustain health;

8 (3) benefits paid or payable for medical, surgical, or hospital care lo

9 the extent they are or will be used to pay for the care;

10 (4) an award under AS 18.67 (Violent Crimes Compensation Board) or

11 a crime victim's reparations act of another jurisdiction;

12 (5) benefits paid or payable as a longevity bonus under former

13 AS 47.45;

14 (6) compensation or benefits paid or payable and exempt under federal

15 law;

-1-
Eew Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED)

CSSU IJ 7( )



(7) liquor licenses granted under AS 04;

(8) tuition credit or savings accounts under a higher education savings 

account established under AS 14.40.802 or an advance college tuition savings contract 

authorized under AS 14.40.809(a);

(9) a permanent fund dividend to the extent allowed under

AS 43.23.065.

* Sec. 2. AS 18.56.850(b) is amended to read:

(b) In the developm ent o f a home energy conservation or wcatherization 

program under (a) of this section, the corporation may not consider the value of 

[ALASKA LO NGEVITY BONUS PAYM ENTS UNDER AS 47.45 OR] permanent 

fund dividends under AS 43.23 in determ ining whether a person meets income 

guidelines established under AS 18.56.088 and (a) of this section for a slate or, to the 

extent permitted by federal law, a federal energy conservation or wcatherization 

program.

* Sec. 3. AS 44.21.230(c) is amended to read:

(c) The commission may not investigate, review, or undertake any 

responsibility for the [LONGEVITY BONUS PROGRAM  UNDER AS 47.45 OR 

THE] Alaska Pioneers' Homes under AS 47.55.

* Sec. 4. AS 44.99.205(c)(3) is amended to read:

(3) "program" includes the perm anent fund dividend program under 

AS 43.23 [AND THE LO NGEVITY BONUS PRO GRAM  UNDER AS 47.45];

* Sec. 5. AS 47.08.060(c) is amended to read:

(c) In applying the formula lo determine the applicant’s share, the total gross 

income and the total assets of the family of the applicant may be taken into account, 

with the following exceptions:

(1) the applicant's permanent place of abode;

(2) one noncommercial vehicle;

(3) tools, equipment, vehicles, and other assets required in a trade or

business;

(4) ordinary household and personal effects;

(5) $1,000 of liquid assets;

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 23-GS1100\B

CSSB 117( ) -2-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACEETED]
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(6) all nonliquid assets unless this exclusion would bring about an 

inequitable result; however, all income derived from this property shall be taken into 

consideration in determining the recipient's gross income;

(7) inalienable shares in a Native corporation created under 43 U.S.C. 

1601-162S (Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act), for the period of their 

inalienability as specified in the Act;

(8) Alaska longevity bonus payments tin d er fo rm er AS 47.45;

(9) any other assets specifically restricted for the use of the recipient 

by state or federal law.

* Sec. 6. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

REDUCTIONS IN LONGEVITY BONUS PAYM ENTS. Notwithstanding 

AS 47.45.010(a), the amount of each monthly longevity bonus paym ent payable under 

AS 47.45.010(a)(1) - (4) shall be reduced by

(1) 20 percent for a paym ent made in fiscal year 2004;

(2) 40 percent for a paym ent made in fiscai year 2005;

(3) 60 percent for a paym ent made in fiscal year 2006;

(4) 80 percent for a paym ent made in fiscal year 2007.

* Sec. 7. AS 47.45.010, 47.45.020, 47.45.030, 47.45.040, 47.45.050, 47.45.060, 47.45.070, 

47.45.080, 47.45.100, 47.45.110, 47.45.120, 47.45.122, 47.45.130, 47.45.140, 47.45.150, and 

47.45.160 are repealed.

* Sec. 8. Section 6 of this Act takes effect July 1, 2003.

* Sec. 9. Sections 1 - 5 and 7 of this Act take effect July 1, 2007.

-3-
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Cook 

5/12/03

CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 117( )

IN TH E LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TW ENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

Offered:

Referred:

Sponsor/s): SENATE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to Ihe longevity bonus program; and providing lor an effective date." 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 47.45 is am ended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 47.45.015. Maximum income and assets for eligibility to receive 

longevity bonus, (a) In addition to the qualifications set out in AS 47.45.010 and 

other provisions of this chapter, eligibility for a bonus is restricted to individuals who

(1) receive adult public assistance under AS 47.25.430 - 47.25.615; or

(2) meet the following income and asset qualifications:

(A) monthly income does not exceed $1,402 for an individual 

or $ 1,893 for a couple; and

(B) total value f assets does not exceed $4,000 for an 

individual or $6,000 for a couple, excluding the monthly income permitted 

under (A) o f  this subsection, the primary residence, one automobile, and the 

amount of money determined sufficient for burial expenses under 

AS 47.55.020(e)(8).

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT
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(b) The calculation o f income and the value o f assets for purposes of (a)(2) of 

this section shall be accomplished in the same way that income and the value of assets 

are calculated for purposes of determ ining eligibility for adult public assistance under 

AS 47 .25 .430-47 .25 .615 .

(c) A recipient must report any change in financial status on the monlhly 

application submitted under AS 47.45.020. At least once a year, the department shall 

review the recipient's financial status to verify eligibility for bonuses under this 

section.

(d) A period of ineligibility to receive bonuses under this section does not 

permanently disqualify the individual from receiving bonuses.

* Sec. 2. The uncodified law of the State o f Alaska is am ended by adding a new section to 

read:

APPLICABILITY. This Act applies to the eligibility determinations for longevity 

bonuses paid on or after September 1, 2003.

* Sec. 3. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is am ended by adding a new section to

read:

TRANSITION: REGULATIONS. Notwithstanding sec. 5 o f this Act, the 

com m issioner o f adm inistration may proceed to adopt regulations necessary to im plem ent the 

provisions of this Act. The regulations take effect under AS 47.45.100, but not before the 

effective date o f secs. 1 and 2 o f this Act.

* Sec. 4. Section 3 of this Act takes effect immediately under AS 0 1 .10.070(c).

* Sec. 5. Sections 1 and 2 of this Act take effect July 1, 2003.
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CS F O R  SEN A T E B IL L  N O. 117( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF TH E STATE OF ALASKA 

TW ENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

O ffe re d :
R e fe r re d :

Sponsor(s): SENATE RULES COMMITTEE BY REQUEST OF THE GOVERNOR

A B IL L  

FO R  AN A CT E N T IT L E D  

"A n Act re la tin g  to eligibility for the longevity bonus p ro g ra m  an d  res tric ting  the 

p ro g ram  to certa in  ind iv iduals w ith lim ited incom e and assets; and  p ro v id in g  fo r an 

effective d a te ."

B E IT  E N A C T E D  BY T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F T H E  ST A T E  O F  A LA SK A :

* Section 1. AS 47.45 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 47.45.015. M axim um  incom e and assets fo r eligibility  to receive 

longevity bonus, (a) In addition to the qualifications set out in AS 47.45.010 and 

other provisions of this chapter, eligibility for a bonus is restricted to individuals who

(1) receive adult public assistance under AS 47.25.430 - 47.25.615; or

(2) meet the following income and asset qualifications:

(A) monthly income does not exceed S I,402 for an individual 

or S 1 ,S93 for a couple; and

(B) total value of assets does not exceed $4,000 for an 

individual or $6,000 for a couple, excluding the m onthly income permitted

*1-
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under (A) of this subsection, the primary residence, one automobile, and the 

am ount of m oney determined sufficient for a burial expenses under 

AS 47.55.020(e)(S).

(b) The calculation of income and the value of assets for purposes of (a)(2) of 

this section shall be accom plished in the same way that income and the value of assets 

are calculated for purposes of determining eligibility for adult public assistance under 

AS 47 .25 .430-47 .25 .615 .

(c) A recipient must report any change in financial status on the monthly 

application subm itted under AS 47.45.020. At least once a year, the departm ent shall 

review the recipient's financial status to verify eligibility for bonuses under this 

section.

(d) A period o f ineligibility to receive bonuses under this section does not 

perm anently disqualify the individual from receiving bonuses.

* Sec. 2. The uncodified law o f the State of Alaska is am ended by adding a new section to 

read:

APPLICABILITY. This Act applies to the eligibility determ inations for longevity 

bonuses paid on or after July 1, 2003.

provisions of thi 

effective date of

* Sec. 4. Sect!

* Sec. 5. Secti'
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STATE OF A LA S K A
2003 LE G IS LA T IV E  SESSION

FISCAL NOTE ^ ) ra£f_ _ C SSB 117 ( f / N )
\J e_rs>/ o  h XFiscal Note Number: 

Bill Version:

() Publish Date:

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 
Title

Administration

Sponsor

Requester

Dept. Affected:

'BR U
Component Alaska Longevity Programs Mgmt

Alaska Longevity Programs

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009

Personal Sen/ices 138.9 138.9 138.9 138.9 138.9 138.9

Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Contractual 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.7 1.7

Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Equipment 6.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Land & Stiuctures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Grants & Claims (27,100.0) (31,081.9) (28,704.6) (26,320.6) (23,946.4) (21,541.8)

Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL OPERATING (26,953.4) (30,941.3) (28,564.0) (26,180.0) (23,805.8) (21,401.2)

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1004 GF (26.953.4) (30,941.3) (28,564.0) (26.180.0) (23,805.8) (21,401.2)

1005 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1037 GF/Mental Health 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL (26,953.4) (30,941.3) (28,564.0) (26,180.0) (23,805.8) (21,401.2)

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 30 0

Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor’s FY 2004 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS

Full-time 3 3 3 3 3 3

Part-time

Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This fiscal note includes $8.2 million to cover the May and June Longevity Bonus payments which are paid 
in July and August and removes the $44.8 projected program cost for FY 2004.
It is estimated that the effect of moving to a needs-based Longevity Bonus program will reduce the number 
of recipients from approximately 18,000 to 4,300. The anticipated cost of bonus program for the months 
September through June, 2004 is $9.5 million. Additional costs are for three PFT Eligibility Technicians to 
determine the eligibility of current recipients and related (one-time) equipment costs.
Startup costs to be incurred in FY03 are approx. 15.0 for additional programming of the Longevity Bonus 
system to archive and track eligibility, produce a tickler system for the annual review and to change the 
monthly validation stubs as necessary and continued maintenance of the system, and 15.0 for developing 
emergency regulations.___________________________________________

Prepared by: John Vowell_______________________________________________________________________________ Phone 465-2159

Division Alaska Longevity Programs___________________________________________________  Date/Time 4/30/03 7:44 AM

Approved by: Ray Maliashowski. Deputy Commissioner________________________________ Date 4/30/2003__________

Agency Department of Administration_________________________________________________
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The G overnor’s proposal— the original version o f  SB 117— eliminates the 

Longevity Bonus program in its entirety.

In public testimony before the Senate State Affairs Com m ittee— and its 

counterpart in the House— recipients o f  the Bonus m ade it clear that they 

depend on the monthly checks they receive to m ake ends meet.

The Committee Substitute in front o f you preserves the program, but applies 

a two-part means test in order to make sure those recipients that need the 

Bonus continue to receive it.

The first test is on income

The second test is on assets

In order to make the revised program easier to administer, the CS adopts the 

same definitions for calculating income and assets as the current Adult 

Public Assistance program. That means there are items that are disregarded 

when the respective calculations are made.

For income purposes, the PFD, 50% of earned income, the first $2000 of an 

ANCSA dividend, and any other needs-based state assistance received by 

the person are all excluded.

For assets purposes, one home, one car, personal property (clothes, furniture, 

etc.), funds set aside for burial, non-cash ANCSA distributions, Native 

allotments, and reparations/settlements are all excluded.

J o < ? 6  '



The reason for an assets test is that some people have large assets available 

to them and are able to structure their finances so they have relatively lower 

monthly income.

W hen we began looking into how to apply a means test, we first looked at 

the requirements for Adult Public Assistance. However, those income and 

asset levels appeared to be very m odest.. . .ju st over $1,000 in monthly 

income for a single person and just over $1500 for a couple.

This CS sets each o f  those figures approximately $400 higher and also

In order to qualify for the revised program, individuals and couples will need 

to go through an annual review to verify their eligibility. It is projected that 

roughly 4300 people will qualify under these conditions.

So that we can cut down on the administrative expense of this review, 

eligibility for A PA  constitutes eligibility for the Longevity Bonus. That 

should eliminate the necessity to review approxim ately 2/3 o f  the recipients. 

That leaves the cohort o f  people who exceed the APA thresholds, but fall 

under the ALB thresholds (approximately 1600 people) who the departments 

will need to review.

doubles the assets test threshold. -/•£>

After the initial review, recipients will only need to check off  on their 

monthly residency forms that they continue to meet the income/asssets 

requirements.



Now, when the program  goes into effect later this year, there will be some 

implementation issues.

Currently, when a check arrives in the mail for the m onth o f  May, it is based 

on residency two months prior (March). So, if  the new eligibility 

requirements go into effect on July 1, current reciDients will continue to

Which brings me to a technical amendment to this draft th a t’s necessary for 

implementation. On page 2, line 17, the language needs to read Septem ber 1 

rather than July 1.

Once we get to implementation, there will be some Longevity Bonus 

recipients who do not qualify under this set o f  tests. However, if at some 

point down the line that person’s circumstances change and they do m eet the 

thresholds, they will be able to resume their participation.

Finally mister chairman, we get to the fiscal note and costs o f  the new 

program.

Due to the two-month lag in payments, we will have two months worth o f 

status quo payments— $4.1 million each month for a total o f  $8.2 million.

For the balance o f  the fiscal year, monthly costs for the payments will be just 

under $1 million per month for a total o f  $9.5 million. With the additional 

administrative costs added in, the total costs o f  the ALB for FY 04 will be 

around $18 million.

receive checks in July and August o f this year.
j  Y \ * ' * 0  ^



Based on the $44.8 million in both the House and Senate approved operating 

budgets, this amounts to an overall savings o f  nearly $27 million for FY  04.

Due to the 2 month lag factor, there will be an additional savings o f  $4 

million in FY 05 and then the program will resume its gradual erosion over 

time.

That concludes m y testimony Mr. Chairman.



W hite Paper on the A laska Longev ity  Bonus Program

March 14, 2003

History and Legislative Action

The Alaska Longevity Bonus Program was created in 1972. The intent of the 
program was to provide incentive for older Alaskans to continue uninterrupted 
residency in Alaska, acknowledge the economic hardships of living out retirement 
years in the state, and acknowledge the contributions these people made while 
Alaska was a territory.

The original statutory eligibility requirements were:
Sec . 47.45.010. PERSONS WHO MAY QUALIFY FOR LONGEVITY 
BONUS, (a) A person who is 65 years o f  age or over, who was domiciled in 
the territory on or before January 3, 1959 and who has maintained a 
continuous residence domicile in the territory or state fo r  25 years may apply 
to the commissioner o f  administration fo r  qualification to receive a monthly 
bonus o f $100.

By legislative action, the bonus amount was raised to $125 in 1977, $150 in 1979, 
$200 in 1981 and $250 in 1982.

The age and 25 year residency eligibility continued until a 1984 Superior Court 
opinion in the case of Schafer v. Vest (680 P.2d 1169 A aska 1984) found the 
residency provision to be unconstitutional. As a result, the Legislature amended 
the statutes governing the program so that any person who was age 65 or older and 
an Alaskan resident for one year was eligible for the program.

In 1990, a hold-harmless ruling allowed bonus recipients to receive monthly 
checks without affecting public assistance eligibility. Also that year, legislation 
was enacted doubling the residency requirement to two years.

In June of 1991 the Superior Court ruled against the two-year residency 
requirement and eligibility reverts to one-year residency. The bonus amount 
continued to be $250 per person, per month.

At the end of 1992 there were 21,645 recipients in the bonus program at a cost to 
the state of $63 million.

In 1993 legislation was passed “phasing out” the longevity bonus program over 
the next three years. New applicants in 1994 received $200 per month; 1995
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W hite Paper on the A laska Longevity  Bonus Program

March 14, 2003

applicants received $150/mo; and 1996 applicants received $100/mo. No new 
applicants were accepted into the program after December 31, 1996.

In July, 2002, legislation was enacted to allow recipients to be absent from the 
state for 60 days without loss of a bonus payment. Prior to this, the allowed 
absence without loss of a bonus payment was 30 days.

Monthly Operations

The longevity bonus check document is a three-part sheet. The top section is the 
check itself. The second section is an information area and lists Alaska Longevity 
Program numbers to call for answers concerning the check. Each February, the 
second section becomes the recipient’s Federal 1099 form for ircome tax 
purposes. The lower portion of the page is an eligibility ’’validation stub” that must 
be completed, signed and mailed or faxed to the longevity bonus program office 
for the recipient to be eligible for the next month’s check. Eligibility validation 
stubs are received and processed in the office throughout the month. At month 
end, a computer system compiles all the validation information and generates an 
interface with the state accounting system to print the checks.

Longevity bonus checks are issued on a two month “lag” period; that is, a check is 
issued based on a person’s eligibility two months earlier. For example, the check 
a recipient receives in December is actually payment for October.

Page 2 o f 2



Longevity Bonus Grants Authorized Budget Summary (In $1,000‘s)

(Authorized) 
FY 2003 FY 2002 FY 2001 FY 2000 FY 1999 FY1998 FY 1997 FY 1996 FY 1995 FY 1994 FY1993

Original Authorization 
Supplemental

$47,519.3 $51,158.6 $53,558.6
1,300.0

$55,302.1
3,839.7

$63,499.4
100.0

$70,593.6
(2,177.3)

$74,062.6
(1,341.0)

$72,152.6
1,600.0

$73,409.9
(700.0)

$69,084.2
1,694.9

$64,898.7
1,980.7

Final Authorized 51,158.6 54,858.6 59,141.8 63,599.4 68,416.3 72,721.6 73,752.6 72,709.9 70,779.1 66,879.4

Actual Expenditures 50,958.0 54,829.9 59,125.5 $63,528.6 68,031.9 71,950.8 73,270.1 72,709.5 70.414.1 66,607.5

Difference $200.6 $28.7 $16.3 $70.8 $384.4 $770.8 $482.5 $0.4 $365.0 $271.9



Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summa.y

Most Recent Month January 2003

Sex of Active Participants: Male 45%
Female 55%

Active Participants Receiving Warrant: 17,340
Total Warrants Issued: 17,531

Total Cost of Warrants Issued: $3,846,600
Includes past warrants due to some participants.

Budget
FY 2001 FY 2002

Authorized $54,858,600 $51,158,600
Cost 54.829.900 50,958,000

Difference 528,700 $200,600

History Projections
Fiscal Bonus # Recipients Fiscal Average #
Year
1973

Total Cost Amount (FY end) Year Total Cost Monthlv Reciolents
$2,532,300 S100 4,753 See (1) 2003 47,981,000 17,954

1974 6,009,700 100 5,250 2004 44,777,917 17,252
1975 6,255,300 100 5,463 2005 41,543,333 16,081
1976 6,533,400 100 5,553 2006 38,344,167 14,917
1977 8,666,900 125 6,228 2007 35,203,333 13,766
1978 9,444,200 125 6,671 2008 32,130,417 12,631
1979 12,195,500 150 7,207 2009 29,080,833 11,468
1980 13,226.500 150 7,897 2010 26,115,000 10,324
1981 19,420,600 200 8,527 2011 23,361,667 9,304
1982 26,198,750 250 9,101 2012 20,743,333 8,322
1983 27,504,500 250 9,731 2013 18,250,000 7,376
1984 29,155,750 250 10,769 Sea (2) 2014 15,914,583 6,484
1985 43,096,750 250 15,135 2015 13,' 10,417 5,654
1986 44,024,250 250 15,763 2016 11,734,167 4,883
1987 46,943,250 250 16,834 2017 9,901,250 4,165
1988 49,994,000 250 17,675 2018 8,251,250 3,510
1989 53.348,500 250 18,439 2019 6,768,750 2,917
1990 57,172,700 250 19,490 See (3) 2020 5,457,083 2,390
1991 60,069,500 250 20,298 See (4) 2021 4,326,667 1,931
1992 63,073,750 250 21,645 2022 3,342,917 1,524
1993 66,607,500 250 22,741 2023 2,510,833 1,168
1994 70,414,100 See (5) 23,850 2024 1,832,917 876
1995 72,709,500 See (5) 24,959 2025 1,282,083 638
1996 73,270,100 See (5) 26,083 2026 848,750 447
1997 71,950,800 See (5) 26,427 2027 525,833 298
1998 68,031,900 See (5) 24,510 2028 288,333 176
1999 63,528,600 See (5) 23,039 2029 116,250 81
2000 59,125,450 See (5) 21,467 2030 36,250 28
2001 54,829,900 See (5) 20,238 2031 5.833 5
2002 50,957,990 See (5) 18,741

Note (1) 25 year residency requirement
Note (2) 1 year residency requirement, 5/1
Note (3) 2 year residency requirement, 1/1
Note (4) 1 yea' residency requirement, 6/11
Note (5) The Longevity Bonus Program is being phased out. New applicants in: 1994 received $200

per month; 1995 received $150 per month and 1996 received $100 per month. No recipients 
were added to Ihe program after December 31,1996. All people on the program prior to 1997 
continue to receive their monthly bonus as long as they maintain their eligibility.

Note (6) Based on actual expenditures throjgh February 28,2003.
Note (7) Low projector . as of October 9,2002 forecast run,
Note (8) Based on the average low payment estimate per the McDowell Group forecast model.



Longevity Bonus Program Projections
As o f October 9, 2002

Fiscal
Year

$250 /  month $200 / month $150 / month $100 /  month Combined Totals
Average No.

Monthly
Participants

Cost 
(In 1,000’s)

Average No.
Monthly

Participants
Cost 

(In 1,000's)

Average No.
Monthly

Participants
Cost 

(In 1,000's)

Average No.
Monthly

Participants
Cost 

(In 1,000's)

Average No.
Monthly

Participants
Cost 

(In 1,000's)
2004 11,646 34,936.6 1,681 4,033.3 1,827 3,288.7 2,099 2,518.3 17,252 44,776.8
2005 10,702 32,107.4 1,607 3,856.6 1,756 3,160.0 2,015 2,418.3 1o,080 41,542.3
2006 9,783 29,349.1 1,520 3,648.3 1,644 3,027.5 1,932 2,318.3 14,879 38,343.1
2007 8,893 26,680.4 1,432 3,436.6 1,595 2,871.2 1,845 2,214.1 13,766 35,202.3
2008 8,029 24,086.7 1,349 3,236.6 1,503 2,706.2 1,750 2,100.0 12,631 32,129.4
2009 7,193 21,578.4 1,269 3,0*14.9 1,415 2,547.5 1,591 1,909.1 11,468 29,079.8
2010 6,390 19,170.1 1,187 2.348.3 1,332 2,397.5 1,415 1,698.3 10,324 26,114.1
2011 5,631 16,893.0 1,095 2,628.3 1,245 2,241.2 1,332 1,598.3 9,303 23,360.8
2012 4,923 14,770.2 1,003 2,408.3 1,150 2,069.9 1,245 1,494.1 8,322 20,742.5
20! 3 4,157 12,782.7 915 2,196.6 1,050 1,889.9 1 150 1,380.0 7,272 18,249.2
2014 3,645 10,934.8 832 1,996.6 957 1,722.5 1,015 1,260.0 6,449 15,913.8
2015 3,074 9,222.4 749 1,796.6 874 1,572.5 S_7 1,148.3 5,653 13,739.7
2016 2,560 7,680.8 662 1,588.3 787 1,416.2 874 1,048.3 4,882 11,733.5
2017 2,110 6,328.8 574 1,376.6 695 1,251.2 787 944.1 4,165 9,900.7
2018 1,710 5,130.9 497 1,193.3 607 1,092.5 695 834.1 3,510 8,250.7
2019 1,353 4,058.0 431 1,033.3 527 948.7 607 728.3 2,917 6,768.3
2020 1,044 3,131.0 364 873.3 456 820.0 527 632.5 2,390 5,456.7
2021 786 2,358.1 301 721.6 389 700.0 456 546.6 1,931 4,326.3
2022 574 1,720.7 242 581.6 319 573.7 389 466.6 1,523 3,342.6
2023 404 1,212.4 191 458.3 254 457.5 319 382.5 1,168 2,510.6
2024 265 793.6 153 366.6 204 367.5 254 305.0 876 1,832.7
2025 153 460.3 119 286.6 161 290.0 204 245.0 638 1,281.9
2026 76 227.0 83 198.3 128 230.0 161 193.3 447 848.6
2027 31 93.7 48 115.0 91 163.7 128 153.3 298 525.8
2028 10 29.2 23 55.0 53 95.0 91 109.9 176 288.3
2029 0 0.0 5 11.7 23 41.2 53 63.3 81 116.2
2030 0 0.0 0 0.0 5 8.7 23 27.5 28 36.2
2031 0 0.0 0 0.0 0 0.0 5 5.8 5 5.8

Notes: Participants are any person who has applied for and is eligible to receive the Longevity Bonus.
Based on the low projections per Ihe October 9, 2002 forecast run.



Longevity Bonus Program Phase-out (amounts from FY1985 - FY2002 are actual 
expenditures; amounts from FY 2003 are the forecasted low estimates)
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Age D is tribu tion  o f Longevity  Bonus Participants
As of December 2002

Age
Bonus Amount

Total$250 $200 $150 5100
67 1 0 0 0 1
68 1 0 0 0 1
69 0 0 0 0 0
70 0 1 1 33 35
71 0 0 39 1,455 1,494
72 0 48 1,565 89 1,702
73 45 1,397 86 32 1,560
74 1,324 94 38 20 1,476
75 1,327 37 26 25 1,415
76 1,226 32 14 7 1,279
77 1,132 24 16 14 1,186
78 1,012 14 9 15 1,050
79 1,017 13 15 10 1,055
80 894 12 13 9 928
81 718 8 12 10 748
82 656 14 11 7 688
83 538 8 2 10 558
84 448 5 9 7 469
85 399 6 2 7 414
86 306 6 2 6 320
87 289 1 2 5 297
88 234 3 4 3 244
89 175 1 3 1 180
90 132 6 2 1 141
91 112 1 3 2 118
92 91 2 0 1 94
93 70 0 2 1 73
94 48 0 1 0 49
95 33 1 1 0 35
96 29 0 0 1 30
97 15 0 1 1 17
98 8 0 0 0 8
99 8 0 1 0 9

100 & over 14 1 0 0 15
Total 12,302 1,735 1,880 1,772 17 689
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Longevity Bonus Program  
Age of Participants 

As of December 2002

Age
Number of 
Participants Percent

% T h is  Age 
or Older % Younger % Older

67 1 0.01% 100.00% 99.99%

68 1 0.01% 99.99% 0.01% 99.99%

69 0 0.00% 99.99% 0.01% 99.99%

70 35 0.20% 99.99% 0.01% 99.79%

71 1,494 8.45% 99.79% 0.21% 91.34%

72 1,702 9.62% 91.34% 8.66% 81.72%

73 1,560 8.82% 81.72% 18.28% 72.90%

74 1,476 8.34% 72.90% 27.10% 64.56%

75 1,415 8.00% 64.56% 35.44% 56.56%

76 1,279 7.23% 56.56% 43.44% 49.33%

77 1,186 6.70% 49.33% 50.67% 42.63%

78 1,050 5.94% 42.63% 57.37% 36.69%

70 1,055 5.96% 36.69% 63.31% 30.73%

80 928 5.25% 30.73% 69.27% 25.48%

81 748 4.23% 25.48% 74.52% 21.25%

82 688 3.89% 21.25% 78.75% 17.36%

83 558 3.15% 17.36% 82.64% 14.21%

84 469 2.65% 14.21% 85.79% 11.56%

85 414 2.34% 11.56% 88.44% 9.21%

86 320 1.81% 9.21% 90.79% 7.41%

87 297 1.68% 7.41% 92.59% 5.73%

88 244  ̂.33% 5.73% 94.27% 4.35%

89 180 1.02% 4.35% 95.65% 3.33%

90 141 0.80% 3.33% 96.67% 2.53%

91 118 0.67% 2.53% 97.47% 1.87%

92 94 0.53% 1,87% 98.13% 1.33%

93 73 0.41% 1.33% 98.67% 0.92%

94 49 0.28% 0.92% 99.08% 0.64%

95 35 0.20% 0.64% 99.36% 0.45%

96 30 0.17% 0.45% 99.55% 0.28%

97 17 0.10% 0.28% 99.72% 0.18%

98 8 0.05% 0.18% 99.82% 0.14%

99 9 0.05% 0.14% 99.86% 0.08%

100 15 0.08% 0.08% 99.92% 0.00%

Total 17,689 100.00%

Average Age of Participant: 77.5 

Median Age of Participant: 76



Longevity Bonus Participants by Zipcode
As of March 2003

Zip Code| Count Zip Code| Count Zip Code Count Zip Code| Count Zip Code| Count Zip Code | Count

77682 1 99563 18 99627 16 99678 35 99738 4 99788 6
1198056 1 99564 2 99628 15 99679 11 99739 8 99789

98368 1 99565 3 99630 12 99680 9 99740 26 99791 4

99059 1 99566 7 99631 6 99681 15 99741 14 99795 1

99467 1 99567 187 99632 19 99682 8 99742 18 99801 605

99501 933 99568 19 99633 10 99683 16 99743 9 99802 154

99502 388 99569 4 99634 12 99684 35 99744 3 99803 91

99503 456 99571 2 99635 53 99685 17 99745 5 99811 1

99504 976 99572 43 99636 10 99686 52 99746 17 99820 18

99505 3 99573 53 99637 16 99687 436 99747 11 S9821 52

99506 4 99574 72 99638 3 99638 86 99748 11 99824 82

99507 442 99575 6 99639 63 99689 17 99749 12 99825 1

99508 963 99576 69 99640 8 99690 10 99750 13 99826 3

99509 158 99577 321 99641 11 99691 5 99751 2 99827 133

99510 131 99578 8 99643 5 99692 2 99752 62 99829 33

99511 106 99579 1 99644 12 99693 8 99753 6 99830 32

99512 1 99580 6 99645 649 99694 13 99754 3 99832 10

99513 2 99581 18 99647 3 99695 2 99755 1 99833 154

99514 82 99583 2 99648 4 99697 1 99755 3 99835 362

99515 369 99585 10 99649 3 99700 1 99758 17 99836 1

99516 351 99586 30 99650 17 99701 665 99759 4 9S840 30

99517 585 99587 14 99651 1 99702 2 99760 32 99841 8

99518 209 99588 44 99652 81 99705 200 99761 16 99901 518

99519 40 99589 6 99653 4 99706 51 99762 99 99903 2

99520 68 99590 6 99654 399 99707 241 99763 25 99907 1

99521 57 99591 5 99655 33 99708 122 99764 9 99917 1

99522 48 99598 1 99656 2 99709 376 99765 13 99918 5

99523 53 99599 2 99657 7 99710 39 99766 21 99919 7

99524 71 99602 10 99658 23 99711 26 99767 3 99921 38

99533 1 99603 324 99659 8 99712 122 99768 7 99922 11

99540 6 99604 35 99660 11 99714 22 99769 17 99923 3

99546 1 99605 12 99661 11 99716 9 99770 22 99924 1

99547 5 99606 11 99662 4 . 1 99720 11 99771 9 99925 17

S954B 3 99607 6 99663 18 99721 8 99772 22 99926 58

99549 2 99609 18 99664 139 99722 2 99773 15 99927 5

99550 14 99610 70 99665 5 99723 80 99774 3 99928 38

99551 19 99611 372 99666 4 99724 4 99776 4 99929 136

99552 11 99612 11 99667 2 99725 12 99777 11 99946 1

99553 2 99613 13 99668 5 99726 4 99778 8 99950 13

99554 24 99614 18 99669 3B6 99727 6 99779 4

99555 7 99615 253 99670 3 99729 8 99780 52

99556 63 99620 13 99671 12 99730 4 99781 6

99557 14 99621 27 99672 97 99732 1 99782 22

99558 3 99622 15 99674 28 99733 2 99783 3

99559 148 99624 6 99675 3 99734 1 99784 8

99561 14 99625 6 99676 31 99736 4 99785 7
Total 17,54699562 1 99628 8 99677 7 99737 122 99786 8

Note: Active participants who are eligible to receive a Longevity Bonus payment if validation submitted timely.
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AN ACT

nn A la sh a  l o n g e v i t y  Bonus;  nnd p r o v i d i n g  f o r  nn

BE IT ENACTED BV THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:
* S e c t i o n  1 

r e a d :
AS *17 l o  amended by a d d i n g  a  new c h a p t e r  t o

cmr-fEn <15. a l a s k a  l o n g e v i t y  u o n u s .
S e e .  117.'15.010. PERSONS WHO MAY QUALIFY FOR LONGEVITY 

BONUS. ( i) A p e r s o n  who I s  G5 y e n r s  o r  a g e  o r  o v e r ,  wlio
waa domic Lied i n  t h e  t e r r i t o r y  on o r  b e f o r e  J a n u a r y  3,
19597and"/ho'hut: m a i n t a i n e d  a  c o n t i n u o u s  d o m i c i l e  " in  t h e '  

" t e r r i t o r y  o r  s t a t e  f o r  25 y e a r o  may a p p l y  t o  t h e  comm is­
s i o n e r  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  f o r  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  t o  r e c e i v e  a  
m on th ly  b inns o f  $100.

(b) When t h e  c om m is s io n e r  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d e t e r ­
m ines  t h a :  nn a p p l i c a n t  q u a l i f i e s  u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r  lie 
s h a l l  lm m :d l a t e l y  b e g in  paymen t o r  t h e  b o n u s .

(c) A p e r s o n  who o t h e rw i s e  q u a l i f i e s  t o  r e c e i v e  a 
bonus p r o v id e d  f o r  l n  t h i s  c h a p t e r  muy c o n t i n u e  t o  do  so  
o n ly  a s  lcjmg a s  he c o n t i n u o u s l y  r e t a i n s  a  d o m i c i l e  i n  t  ie 
n t a t e . '

3 c o  .
A f t e r  qua 
be made i  
Adminlr.tr; 
be c o n s id  
p e r s o n  o r  
v id e d  by 
t o  t h e  coi 
s i o n c r  ma

<IY.<15.020. CONTINUOUS ELIGIBILITY PROCEDURES. 
I f . i c a t i o n ,  m on th ly  a p p l i c a t i o n s  f o r  b o n u s e s  may 
p e r s o n  t o  any o f f i c e  o f  t h e  D epo r tm en t  o f  

b lo n .  M a i led  m o n th ly  a p p l i c a t i o n s  s h a l l  a l s o  
r e d  by t h e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n .  In-  
m a l lc d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  s h a l l  be mode on Terms p r o ­
be D ep a r tm en t  o f  A d m in l a t r a t l o n  and s h o l l  con ro r in  
d l t i o n a  no p r o v id e d  by r e g u l a t i o n .  The commla- 
malcc e x c e p t i o n s  t o  bone r e s i d e n t s  who o r e



i s o l a t e d  i n  r u r a l  a r c a o  nnd c a n n o t  m o i l  a  month ly  a p p l i ­
c a t i o n ;  h ow ev e r) ' t h e y  s h a l l  m a i l  a n  a p p l i c a t i o n  a t  l e a n t  
once  e v e r y  3l x  m on tha .

S e c .  '17.<15.030. ABSENCE PROM THE STATE. A r e c i p i ­
e n t  s h a l l  n o t i f y  t h o  com m ino ione r  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  when 
he e x p e c t s  t o  ho a b s e n t  f ro m  t h e  s t a t e  i f  t h e  a b s e n c e  i s  
f o r  a  c o n t i n u o u s  p e r i o d  t h a t  e x c e ed s  30 d a y s .  A f t e r  such 

• n o t i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  s h a l l  no  l o n g e r  r e c e i v e  bonuses  
from t h e  D ep a r tm en t  o f  A d m in i n t r a t i o n  a f t e r  h i n  l a s t  r e g u ­
l a r l y  a p p ro v ed  m o n th l y  a p p l i c a t i o n .  Upon h i o  r e t u r n  t o  
th o  s t a t e  h e  may n g a i n  malce a p p l i c a t i o n - T o r  a bonus .
Whenever t h o  a b s e n c e  i o  f o r  a  c o n t i n u o u s  p e r i o d  t h a t  ex- 
cccdn  lO o  d a y h . t h o  r e c i p i e n t  s h a l l  be d i s q u a l i f i e d  from 
r e c e i v i n g  b o n u s e s  f o r  t h e  n e x t  12 c a l e n d a r  months a f t e r  
h i s  r e t u r n  t o  th o  n t a t a .  Ilowavcr, when th e  com m iss ione r 
o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  d e t e rm i n e s  a  p e r i o d  o f  a b s e n c e  i u  be ­
yond t h e  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  r e c i p i e n t ,  he may n o t  be d i s q u a l i ­
f i e d ,  i f  h e  s t i l l  o t h e rw i s e  q u a l i f i e s  upon  h i s  r e t u r n  
t o  t h e  s t a t e .  C o n t i n u a l  a b s e n c e s  from  th e  s t a t e ,  even 
t h o u g h  r e p o r t e d ,  nnd f a i l u r e  t o  n o t i f y  t h e  com m iss io n e r  
o f  a n  e x p e c t e d  a b s o n c c  may be g r o u n d s  l ’o r  d i s q u a l i f i c a ­
t i o n .

S e e .  »I7-'I5-0'I0. DISQUALIFICATION. D i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  
u n d e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  s h a l l  r e s t  s o l e l y  w i t h  t h e  comm iss ione r  
o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  and s h a l l  be o u t l i n e d  i n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  
p r o m u lg a t e d  u n d e r  s e c .  100(1) jof t h i s  c h a p t e r .

S e c .  <17.'IS-050. DEPARTMENT HEAniNC. The Depa r tm en t 
o f  A d m in i s t r a t i o n  may h o l d  a  d e p a r tm e n t a l  h e a r i n g  upon 
t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  a n y  a p p l i c a n t  o r  r e c i p i e n t  who h a s  been 
d i s q u a l i f i e d .  P r e v i o u s  t o  t h i s  h e a r i n g  t h e  d e p a r tm en t  
s h a l l  by c e r t i f i e d  m a i l  n o t i f y  a n  a p p l i c a n t  c  r e c i p i e n t  
i n  p l a i n  and c om p re h e n s iv e  l a n g u a g e  t h e  e x a c t  r e a s o n  f o r  
h i s  d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  Form l e t t e r s  u s i n g  o n ly  r e f e r r a l  
t o  s t a t e  s t a t u t e s  o r  d e p a r tm e n t  r e g u l a t i o n s ,  o r  o t h e rw i s e  
v a g u e  l n  d e t a i l ,  s h a l l  n o t  be  c o n s i d e r e d  com p lia n c e  by t h e  
d e p a r tm e n t  w i t h  t h i n  s e c t i o n .

S e c .  I|7.'I5.0G0. LEOAL REMEDY. L ega l  remedy from 
d . laqua’’ J f l c a t l o n  may b e  s o u g h t  by a n  a p p l i c a n t  o r  r e c i p i ­
e n t  i n  uny c o u r t  o f  c om p e te n t  j u r i s d i c t i o n  i n  t h e  s t a t e .
The b u rd e n  o f  p r o o f  G h a l l  r e s t  3 0 l e l y  upon t h e  a p p l i c a n t  
o r  - r e c i p i e n t  and  any  c o s t s  r e l a t e d  t o  a  d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  
v e r d i c t  d e t e rm in e d  a g a i n s t  t h e  a p p l i c a n t  o r  r e c i p i e n t  
may b e  r e c o v e r a b l e  by  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l  f rom  t h a t  
p e r s o n ,  o r  f rom  a ny  a g e n c y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h a t  p e r s o n  
s u p p o r t e d  l n  w ho le ,  o r  i n  p a r t ,  w i t h  s t a t e  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s .

S e c .  '17.A5.070. UNQUALIFIED PERSONS. An u n q u a l i f i e d  
p e ro o n  i s  one who

( 1 )  d o c s  n o t  m eet th e  ag e o r  r e s id e n c e  r e q u i r e ­
m ents a s  p ro v id e d  f o r  u n d e r t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(2) m e e t s  t h e  a g e  a n d  r e s i d e n c e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
o f  t l i i s  c h a p t e r  b u t  i s  c o n r i n c d  l n  a  s k a t e  o r  f e d e r a l  
m e n t a l  h e a l t h  I n s t i t u t i o n  o r  f a c i l i t y  and i s  c e r t i f i e d
by t h o  s t a t e  a s  u n a b l e  t o  manage h i s  own a f f a i r s ;  however, 
i f  nuoh a  p e r s o n  was a t  t h e  t im e  o f  h i s  commitment t h e  
p r i n c i p a l  s u p p o r t  o f  a  s p o u s e ,  t h e  com m iss ione r  o f
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a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  may d e t e rm in e  t o  p a y  t h e  c o n r i n c d  p e r s o n a s  
bonus t o  h i s  s p o u s e  u n t i l  t h e  s p o u s e  i s  q u a l i f i e d  T o r  a bonu s ;

(3) i s  o t h e rw i s e  q u a l i f i e d  b u t  c o n f i n e d  i n  a  
p e n a l  o r  c o r r e c t i o n a l  i n s t i t u t i o n  o r  f a c i l i t y ;  u p on  com­
p l e t i o n  o f  s e n t e n c e  o r  upon t h e  c o n f e r r a l  o r  a  p a r d o n ,  
p a r o l e  o r  p r o b a t i o n ,  t h e  p e r s o n  may malce a p p l i c a t i o n ;  
c o n f in em en t  o u t s i d e  t h e  s t a t e  s h a l l  be c o n s i d e r e d  a s  
r e s i d e n c e  i n  t h e  s t a t e  i f  s  p e r s o n  was c o n v i c t e d  a n d  
s e n t e n c e d  f rom  a  c o u r t  i n  A l a s k a ;  r e v o c a t i o n  o f  p a r o l e  
o r  p r o b a t i o n  s h a l l  be c a u s e  f o r  im m ed i a t e  d i s q u a l i f i c a t i o n  
u n t i l  r e l e a s e  f rom  c o n f in e m e n t  i s  a g a i n  e f f e c t e d ;

('I) l e a v e s  t h e  s t a t e  o f  h i o  own v o l i t i o n  nnd 
r e m a in s  a b s e n t  from th u  s k a t e  f o r  a  c o n t i n u o u n  p e r i o d  o f  more t h a n  lOo d a y s .

Sec .  '17. '15.000. ACCRUAL OF DOHUSES. No r e c i p i e n t  
may, f o r  a ny  r e a s o n ,  r e c e i v e  a n  a c c r u a l  o f  b o n u s e s  i n  
e x c e s s  o f .  two m on th ly  p a ym en ts .  No i n t e r e s t  may b e  p a i d  
on a c c r u e d  b o n u s e s .  Upon t h e  d e a t h  o f  a  r e c i p i e n t  t h e  
c om m is s io n e r  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s h a l l  pay  t o  t h e  b e n e f i c i a r y  
o f  t h e  r e c i p i e n t  any  a c c r u e d  b o n u e c s  n o t  t o  e x c e e d  two m on th ly  p a ym en ts .

S e c .  '17.*15.090. ALASKA LONOEl/ITY BONUF FUND. (a) 
T h e re  i s  t h e  A la s k a  l o n g e v i t y  bo nu s  f u n d  c r e a t e d  f o r  t h e  
pu i 'posc  o f  p a y in g  t h e  m o n th ly  b o n u s e s  p r o v i d e d  fox- i n  
t h i s  c h a p t e r .  The f u n d  c o n s i s t s  o f  a l l  money made a v a i l ­
a b l e  by  a p p r o p r i a t i o n s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  l e g i s l a t u r e ,  a n d  f rom  
o t h e r  a p p r o p r i a t e d  f u n d s ,  a l l  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f rom  w h a t e v e r  
s o u r c e ,  and income and  i n t e r e s t  d e r i v e d  f rom  t h a  i n v e s t ­
ment o f  money.

(b) The c om m is s io n e r  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  t h e  a d ­
m i n i s t r a t o r  o f  t h e  f u n d .

S e c .  '17.'15.100. POWERS AND DUTIES OF THE ADMINISTRA­
TOR. The c om m is s io n e r  o f  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  s h a l l

(1) p r o m u lg a t e  r e g u l a t i o n s  n c c e s o n r y  t o  c a r r y  
o u t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(2) make e x p e n d i t u r e s  f rom  t h e  f u n d  n e c e s s a r y  
t o  a d m i n i s t e r  t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

(3) e s t a b l i s h  a n d  m a i n t a i n  a n  a d e q u a t e  s y s t em  
o f  a c c o u n t s  f o r  t h e  f u n d ;

('0 p u b l i s h  a n n u a l l y  a  r e p o r t  sh ow ing  t h e  
f i n a n c i a l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  f u n d .

Se c .  '17.'15.110. CUSTODY OF FUNDS. The c o m m is s i o n e r  
o f  r e v e n u e  i s  t h e  t r e a s u r e r  o f  t h e  s y s t em  and  h a s  p ow e rs  
and  d u t i e s  f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e  I n c l u d i n g  b u t  n o t  l i m i t e d  t o
t h e  f o l l o w in g :

(1) t o  a c t  a s  o f f i c i a l  c u s t o d i a n  o f  t h e  c a s h  
and  s e c u r i t i e s  b e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  f u n d ;

(2) bo r e c e i v e  a l l  i t e m s  oT c a s h  b e l o n g i n g  t ot h e  fu n d .

- 3 -



Chapter 205

S e c . '17 . 115. 1 2 0 . EXEMPTION FROM TAXATION AND rROCESS. 
b onu se s r e c e iv e d  u n d e r t h in  o h a p te r  n ro  exempt from  a l l  
s t a t e  and  p o l i t i c a l  s u b d iv i s io n  ta x e s  e x c e p t s a le s  and 
uoc ta x e s  and a r e  n o t  B U b je c t t o  e x e c u t io n ,  a t ta c h m en t, 
g a rn ish m en t o r  o t h e r  p r o c e s s .  No bonus r e c e iv e d  unde r 
t h in  c h a p te r  may be exempt from  a f e d e r a l  t a x  re q u irem e n t .

S e c .  1)7.'15-130. DEATH OR CESSATION 01? RE3IDEMCY.
The c om m iss io n e r o f  a d m in is t r a t i o n  s h a l l  e s t a b l i s h  p ro c e ­
d u re s  t o  s to p  a bonus when a  r e c ip i e n t  u nd e r t h i s  c h a p te r 
no lo n g e r  q u a l i f i e s .  Vihcn a  r e c ip i e n t  d ie s  o r  d is c o n t in u e s  
h i s  r e s id e n c y  i n  th e  s t a t e  h is  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f o r  a  bonU3 
s h a l l  a t o p  a t  t h e  t im e  oC h io  l n o t  a p p ro v ed  m on th ly  np- 
p l l c a t i o n -

S e c . ' I 7 . ' I 5 .1 ' I 0 .  PENALTY FOR FALSE STATEMENTS. A 
p e r s o n  who w i l f u l l y  o r  k n ow in g ly  makes a f a l s e  s ta te m e n t , 
o r  f a l s i f i e s  o r  p e rm i t s  t o  be f a l s i f i e d  any r e c o rd  r e ­
q u i r e d  b y  t h i s  c h a p t e r ,  i s  g u i l t y ,  o f  a m isdem eanor and , 
upon  c o n v i c t i o n ,  i s  p u n is h a b le  by a  f i n e  o f  n o t  m ore t lia n  
$5 0 0 ,  o r  b y  im p ris o n m en t f o r  n o t  m ore th an  s i x  m on th s , o r  
by b o t h ,  f o r f e i t s  a l l  r i g h t o  u nd e r t h i s  c h a p te r ,  and s h a l l -  
make a d eq u a te  r e s t i t u t i o n  f o r  any b onu se s i l l e g a l l y  r e ­
c e iv e d .

S e c .  »I7-'J5.X50- DEFINITIONS. I n  t h i s  c h a p t e r
( 1 )  "b o n u s11 means a m on th ly  A la s k a  lo n g e v i t y  

bonus paym ent made t o  a p c ra o n  o r  h is  b e n e f ic i a r y  who 
q u a l i f i e s  u n d e r t h i s  c h a p t e r ;

( 2 )  " d o m ic i le "  menns th e  p la c e  w ith  which a  
p e rs o n  h as a  s e t t l e d  c o n n e c t io n  f o r  d e te rm in a t io n  o f  h is  
c i v i l  s t a t u s  o r  o t h e r  l e g a l  p u rp rs e c  because i t  i s  a c t u a l ly  
o r  l e g a l l y  h i s  p e rm anen t nnd p r i n c i p a l  home.

S e c . ' 1 7 .1 5 . IS O . APPLICABILITY OP ADMINISTRATIVE 
VnOCEDURE ACT. The A d m in is t r a t iv e  P ro c e d u re  Act (AS t ' l . 6 2 )  
d o c s  n o t  a p p ly  t o  t h in  c h a p t e r .

,5 ‘ S c c . ‘ 'I.7'.'15 , 1 7 0 . PURPOSE! The n o lo  p u rp o se  o f  t h i s  
c h a p te r  i s  t o  o f f e r  and p ro v id e  a l l  la w -a b id in g  A las ltnns 
c a p a b le  o f  m anag ing  t h e i r  own a f f a i r o  who have m a in ta in ed  
a  d o m ic i le  i n  th e  s t a t e  f o r  a t  l e a s t  25 y e a r s  nnd have 
re a c h e d  a r e t i r e m e n t  ag e o f  65 . , '.an-' i n c e n t iv e  -to  c o n t in u e 1

*\1 OT* * fl'h p il’PWmU

* » • J , .-iVi,i ' l i - *  * — 1aYrc'' ' r i t i t . ' 'pred ica ted on nded ■'even th o u g h  t h e y  may a p p ea r  to  
p r o v i d e  s u p p l e m e n t a l  income t o  some q u a l i f i e d  p e r s o n s  who 
would o t h e rw i s e  be f o r c e d  t o  become r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  o f  _ 
t l io  s t a t e .  T h cV - leg i s l a tu re  f u r t h e r  f i n d s  and . s t a t e s  t h a t  
t h i s  - leK in lnb ' lb 'n  -'i'cdd^ni',Aob' t;ilc'4e-cohb}n'ic', H'ar'd'Bliip3 s u f— 
r e r e d -lb y ;man^v';cidVr,i y  AlSsklYtio j-'Alaskana who th r o u g h  t h c i i  
t e n a c i t y  and pcraev'eranccC molded 'Alh'aka an we know i t
th ro u g h ^S k ili'fu lj; # p p i ; L p a $ , b ^ Q i ^ T . h c a c  
p lb H d e r ' a ' a rd ' ty i e  name A la s k a n s ,  who i n  t h e  p r im e  o r  t h e i r
«  n  a  a  a  a  _ I  n  n  L  . .  .1  m m  a a M t a n a i a !  M  1  r *  M  M  r a - >  l ' (  W  n n  C

i ? i g h t - t o  p t r t i c i p a t o - t h r o u g h  th e  pow er o f  th e  b a l l o t  . 
The l e g i s l a t u r e  a lo o  i o  aw are o f  th e  f i i c t  t h a t  many o f

Chapter 205

th o s e  p lo n e c r o  have been fo r c e d  t o  l i v e  o u t  t h e i r  r e t i r e ­
ment y e a r s  I n  a r e a s  f a r  away f ro m  th e  la n d  th e y  lo v e d  
nnd n u r tu re d  and th e re b y  a l s o  s u f f e r i n g  In 'm a n y  c a s e s ,  th e  
l o s s  o f  f a m i l i a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  t h e i r  own I t i n ,  an  
e x p e r ie n c e  t h a t  i s  sad  and f r u s t r a t i n g  t o  them  a s  w e l l  a s  
d e p r iv in g  new g e n e r a t io n s  o f  A la s k a n s  th e  b e n e f i t  o f  t h e i r  
w isdom and e x p e r ie n c e .  - .T h i s . . le g i s la t i o n  h o p e f u l l y  w i l l *  , 
p ro v id e  o u r  p io n e e r s  w ith  th e ''e c on om ic ' mbans' . t o ' r c m a in . ' . lh 1 
and c o n t ln ld  t o  s e r v e  t h c i j r  s t a t e . a n d  t o  e n jo y  t h e  o p p o r -  , 
tu n i't ’y ;o T -y a ld in g  th e  new' A la s k a n  m ak ing  t h i s  s t a t u  t r u l y  
"The-’ .Or e a t '-L a n d " .

* S e e . 2 .  AS 0 1 .1 0 .0 3 0  d o c s  n o t  a p p ly  t o  t h i s  A c t .  I f  an y  
p r o v i s i o n  o f  t h i s  A c t ,  o r  t h e  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  a  p r o v i s i o n  o f  
t h i s  A ct t o  any p e rs o n  o r  c i rc u m s ta n c e  i s  h e ld  i n v a l i d ,  t h i s  
e n t i r e  Act s h a l l  be c o n s id e r e d  I n v a l i d .

* S e c . 3.- T h is  Act t a k e s  e f f e c t  J a n u a ry  1 ,  1 9 7 3 -

- 5 -
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WHAT KIND OF HELP DO YOU NEED?

Division of Public A ss is tance

We provide opportunities for Alaskans in need to 
achieve an improved quality of life.

APPLICATION FOR SERVICES
PLEASE CHECK

For Ollice Use Only

D.O. Date Received_____________

Fee Agent Dale Received_________

Fee Agent Signature

Expedited FS? □  Yes □  No

The Division of Public Assistance delivers services through the following programs:

□  Temporary Assistance □  Medicaid Other Services: □  finding work

□  Food Stamps □  Chronic & Acute Medical Assistance □  child care

General Relief Assistance: Adult Public Assistance: □  child support

□  rent or utilities □  assistance for the blind or disabled □  prenatal care

□  burial expenses □  assistance for the elderly □  other

For Heating Assistance, complete the Heating Assistance Program application.

You may file a "Request for Service" now by completing this application page and giving it to your local Public Assistance Office or Fee 
Agent. If eligible, Public Assistance benefits start the date we received your “ Request for Service.”

Your application will be denied if we do not receive a completed application and if you do not have an interview within 30 days.
PLEASE PRINT
Name Other Names You Have Used

Home Address / Directions to Your Home City State Zip

Mailing Address City State Zip

^  SIGN HERE Date Home Phone Number Message Phone

Certain applicants who are found eligible may be entitled to get food stamps within seven days. Please answer these questions so we can see if you 
qualify for expedited service.

• 's Cash and money in bank $100 or less? □  Yes □  No

• Is your household’s monthly gross income less than S150? □  Yes □  No

• Is your household’s monthly rent/mortgage and utility payments more than your combined monthly gross income and liquid assets? □  Yes □  No

Gen SOB 06-3860 (06/02) 1 ^ / c N v ^ t e . c i  L 4 = i I k e / Page 1



NOTE: If more space is needed, please attach another piece of paper.
I N F O R M A T I O N  A B O U T  Y C J  A N D  T H E  P E O P L E  W H O  L I V E  W I T H  Y O U

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- _ _  . .  —

Citizenship Status -  Check One EDUCATION

Name

Relationship 
to you. If not 
related write 
NR

Social Security Number
U.S. Citizen 

Or 
National*

Alien in 
Satisfactory 
Immigration 

Status*

Other*

Sex:
Male (M) 
Female (F) 
Unborn (U)

Race
(Optional)

Highest
Gmde
Completed

S e lf

'This information is only required for the people in your household for whom you are seeking public assistance benefits.

PLEASE PRINT

Gen 501) 06-3860(06/02) Page 2



1. Are you or anyone in your household working and/or self-employed? QYes d  No If yes, complete the information below.

person employed employer It hours worked monthly gross income

/week $ /month

/week $ /month

/week $ /month

/week $ /month

2, List any other money or income you or anyone in your household receives (not including income listed above).
owner/source/amount owner/source/amount owner/source/amount

3. List how much money your household has in cash or bank/credit union accounts.
cash bank/credit union account holder bank/credit union name account number account type

$ $

$ $

$ $

$ $
4. List anv land or buildings, fishing permits, stocks, bonds, or other items of value owned by you or anyone in your household.
owner type of property/asset value owner type of property/asset value owner type of property/asset value

$ $ $

$ $ $
5. List ail vehicles owned by you or anyone in your household (cars, trucks, motorcycles, boats, RVs, snowmobiles, etc.).

owner type of vehicle/model year how is vehicle used? value amount owed

$ $

$ $

$ $

$ $

Gen SOB 06-3860(06/02) Page 3



6. List how much your family pays each month for rent/mortgage and utilities.
Do you pay for your home heating costs? QYes QNo

rent/mortgage amount

$ $

utilities amount

7. Does anyone in your household pay for child care or dependent care expenses? □ £ C/5 □ o

$
amount

8. Does anyone in your household pay child support? QYes QNo 
If yes, who? $

amount

9. Are you requesting assistance for anyone in your household who is pregnant?
If yes, who? When is baby due?

□ Y es □  No

10. Has anyone in your household received public assistance (Temporary Assistance, cash, food stamps, DYes D  No ^  
Medicaid) in Alaska or any other state? If yes, who, when and where? ( J

11. Is any adult in your household fleeing from prosecution, custody, or confinement for a felony or 
class A misdemeanor? If yes, who?

□ Y es □  No

12. Have you or anyone in your household been convicted of a drug-related felony for an offense that 
occurred on or after August 22,1996? yes, who?

□ Y es □  No

If you are applying for medical assistance, answer questions 13-16. If not, continue on the next page.
13. Is anyone in your household eligible for personal or employer-provided health insurance, Public 

Health Service, Indian Health Service, TRICARE (CHAMPUS), or VA benefits?
If yes, complete the following:

□Y es □  No

names of insured persons insurance company name, address and phone number policy and group number

14. Does anyone in your household have Medicare coverage? If yes, complete the following: □Y es □  No
person’s name Medicare claim number person's name Medicare claim number

15. Does anyone in your household have unpaid medical bills from the last three months?
If yes, who? What months?

□Y es □  No

16. Does anyone in your household have medical problems or medical costs due to an accident?
If yes, who? Date of the accident

□Y es □  No

C il' ii 5 0 U  0 6 -3 X 6 0  (06 /1 )2 ) Pape A



A U T H O R I Z E D  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E

I have asked this person to help with my public assistance case.

Name of Person Phone/Message Numbei

A L T E R N A T E  P A Y E E

Do not complete this section if you do not want someone else to receive or spend your public assistance benefits.

I want this person to be able to receive and spend my public assistance benefits on behalf of my household.

Which benefits? □  Cash □  Food

Name of Person Phone/Message Number

Address City State Zip

F o o d  S t a m p s  S u b s i s t e n c e  S t a t e m e n t - f o r  r u r a l  a r e a s  o n l y

My household intends to satisfy a substantial portion of our food needs by subsistence hunting and fishing. We do not intend to use these food 
stamps to buy equipment for commercial hunting and fishing. We understand we may not use the food stamps to buy guns, rifles, traps, fuel, 
ammunition, or clothing.

Signature of Applicant or Other Adult Household Member Date

S T A T E M E N T  O F  T R U T H
Under penalty of perjury or unsworn falsification, I certify that the statements made on the application and during my interview for 
assistance regarding the persons in my home, income, resources, property, and all other items that pertain to my possible eligibility 
for benefits are true and correct to the best of my knowledge. 

I have read (or had read to me) and understand my rights and responsibilities as described in the “Your Rights and Responsibilities” 
page that is included in this application.

Signature of Applicant Date Signature of Other Adult Applicant Date

Signature of Fee Agent or Helper_________________ Date__________ Signature of Witness if Signed with an_“X"_________ Date
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STATE OF ALASKA 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES 

DIVISION OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

AUTHORIZATION 
FOR RELEASE OF INFORMATION

I authorize the release of information requested by the Department of Health & Social 
Services or its agents within the Department of Law. The requested information will only be 
used in the administration of public assistance programs, and will not be released to any 
other person or agency outside of the Department of Health & Social Services or its agents 
within the Department of Law. This release of information will be in effect while I am an 
applicant or recipient of public assistance, and for any later investigations of my eligibility 
and receipt of benefits.

Persons or organizaLons that may be contacted include, but are not limited to: the 
Department of Law, the Department of Public Safety, the Department of Fish and Game, 
the Department of Labor, the Department of Military Affairs, the Department of Revenue, 
Immigration and Naturalization Service, Alaska Housing Finance Corporation, Social 
Security Administration, local governments, public assistance program contractors and 
grantees, health care providers, tax assessors, financial institutions, Native corporations, 
stock brokerage firms, landlords, employers, school authorities, and private individuals.

A  C O P Y  O F  T H IS  R E L E A S E  IS  A S  V A L ID  A S  T H E  O R IG IN A L

Your Signature Signature of Other Adult Household Member

Printed Name Printed Name

Social Security Number Social Security Number

Address Address

Phone Number Phone Number

Date Date
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STATE OF ALASKA 
DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES 

DIVISION OF PUBLIC ASSISTANCE

REQUEST FOR CONTACT PERSONS AND 
ORGANIZATIONS

We often need to contact persons or organizations that can verify your situation to determine your 
eligibility for public assistance. When we contact these persons or organizations, we tell them our 
name, title, and that we work for the Division of Public Assistance. We are prohibited by law from 
telling them anything about you or about your public assistance case.

The information we most often need to verify is where you live, who lives with you, and your 
household’s income and resources. We may also ask for information about absent parents for 
Temporary Assistance and Medicaid applicants.

Please provide the information requested below:

NAME OF SOMEONE WHO KNOWS YOU WELL________________________________

MAILING A D D R E S S _________________________________

DAYTIME TELEPHONE N U M B E R ________________________________

NAME OF SOMEONE WHO KNOWS YOU WELL.

MAILING ADDRESS

DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER

NAME OF LANDLORD 

MAILING ADDRESS 

DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER

FINANCIAL INSTITUTION (BANK, CREDIT UNION)

MAILING ADDRESS

DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER

EMPLOYER

MAILING ADDRESS

DAYTIME TELEPHONE NUMBER
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•  •
Stale ol Alaska 

Deparlmenl ol' Health and Social Services 
D ivision ol' Public Assistance

Y O U R  R I G H T S  A N D  R E S P O N S I B I L I T I E S

You have Ihe l ight to discuss any action taken on your application or case with your caseworker or with your caseworker's supervisor.

FAIR HEARINGS

If you disagree with an action taken by the Division ol' Public Assistance that affects the benefits or services you receive, you can ask for a 

fair hearing. You may do this by phone, in person, or in writing by contacting anyone in Ihe Public Assistance office. Usually, you must 

ask for a fair hearing within 30 days from the date of the agency notice. Food Stamp fair hearing requests must he made within 00 days 

from the effective date of the agency action.

You may continue to receive T< mporary Assistance. Adult Public Assistance, or Medicaid program benefits until a hearing decision is 

made. Food Stamps can continue until a hearing decision is made or until the certification period ends if you request the hearing before the 

effective date of the action or within 10 days from the dale the agency notice was mailed. At the hearing you may represent yourself or be 

represented by a legal representative, friend, or relative. You may qualify for free legal advice and representation by contacting the Alaska 

Legal Services Corporation.

CIVIL RIGHTS
In accordance with Federal law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) and U.S. Department of Health & Human Services (HIIS) 

policy, this institution is prohibited from discriminating on me basis of race, color, national origin, sex. age. or disability. Under the Food 

Stamp Act and IISDA policy, discrimination is prohibited also on the basis of religion or political belief's. To file a complaint of 

discrimination, contact USDA or HI IS. Write USDA. Director. Office of Civil Rights. Room 326- W. Whitten Building. 1400 Independence 

Avenue. SW. Washington. D.C. 20250-0410 or call (202) 720-5064 (voice and TDD). Write I IIIS, Director. Office for Civil Rights. Room 

506-F. 200 Independence Avenue. SW. Washington. D.C. 20201 or call (202) 610 »403 (voice) or (202) 610-3257 (TDD). USDA and IIHS 

are equal opportunity providers and employers.

AMERICANS WITH DISABILI TIES ACT OF 1000

The Alaska Department of Health & Social Services. Division of Public Assistance complies with Title II of the Americans with Disabilities 

Act of 1000. If you have questions, contact the Division's Americans with Disabilities Act Coordinator at (007) 465-3347.

.'OCTAL SECURI TY NUMBERS

You must provide or apply for a social security number for > ourself and •.aeh household member for whom you are seeking benefits from 

the Alaska Temporary Assistance. Food Stamp, or Medicaid programs (m2 CI-'R 435.010).

PRIVACV ACT STATEMENT

The collection of this information, including the social security number of each household member, is authorized under the F'ood Stamp Act 

of 1077. as amended, 7 USC 2011-2036. The information will he used to determine whether your household is eligible to participate in the 

Food Stamp Program. We will verify this information through computer matching programs. This information will also he used to monitor 

compliance with program regulations and for program management. The information may he disclosed to other Federal and Stale agencies 

lot official examination, and lo law enforcement officials for the purpose of apprehending persons fleeing to avoid the law. If a food stamp 

claim arises against your household, the information on this application, including all social security numbers, may be pTorred to Federal and 

State agencies, as well as private claims collet..ion agencies, for claims collection action. Providing the requested informalion, including the 

social security number of each household member, is voluntary. I Iowever. failure to provide this informalion will result in the denial of Food 

Stamp benefits to your household.

HOME VISITS

A Division of Public Assistance wotker may visit your home and may contact other people to verify your eligibility lot assistance.

CHANGE IN YOUtt HOUSEHOLD CIRCUMSTANCES

You are primarily responsible for providing proof of your household situation. You must report changes within IT days. You may do

this by contacting the Public Assistance office by phone, in person or in writing. You are required to report:

• Changes in employment - starting or stopping a job. change in wage rale, change from part-time to full-time or full-time to part-time

• Changes in the source of unearned income or in the amount of total unearned income more than $25 a month

• Changes in your household's expenses including shelter, dependent care, medical and child support paid I vim mast rc/nni ami verily 
elumite.s in household e.x/ieuses before nr am use them to figure your heoejil amount)

• When someone moves into or oul of your home (re/nut within 5 <lays when a child leaves your home, if you vet Tem/uirary Assistance)
• If you move or gel a new mailing address

• If your household gels a vehicle

• If your household has a total of $2000 or more in cash and money in bank accounts

• Changes in medical insurance, if your household gets medical assistance
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•  •

WORK REQUIREMENTS

To receive Temporary Assistance or Food Stamp benefits, you may have to participate in work activities. Temporary Assistance 

participants must prepare a family self-sufficiency plan that lists steps you will lake to become financially independent. You must 

participate in approved work activities unless you qualify for an exemption. If you are an unmarried minor parent, to receive Temporary 

Assistance you must live with a parent or in another approved living arrangement and attend school or training. If you do not fulfill these 

work requirements or minor patent requirements your benefits may be reduced or ended.

FRAUD PENALTY WARNINGS'

You may be prosecuted if you knowingly give false, incorrect, or incomplete information to get or try to gel public assistance benefits you 

tire nol eligible for. or to help someone else get benefits for which they tire not eligible. You must repay any benefit you wrongly receive.

If you misrepresent your residence or identity to receive multiple benefits you can be barred from receiving Temporary Assistance and Food 

Stamps for 10 years.

Under Temporary Assistance program rules, if you are convicted n. ud in court or an administrative hearing, you nitty not be able to get 

benefits for 6 months for the first time, 12 months for the secc 'imc. an 1 permanently for the third time. Other penalties may also apply.

There are penalties for kickbacks, bribes, or rebates in furnishing Medicaid benefits. Penalties include fines up to S25,()00 and imprisonment 

for up to live years. Conviction of an offense could cause loss of Medicaid benefits for up to one year.

Under Food Stamp rules if you arc convicted of fraud or otherwise found to have intentionally broken Ihe rules, you will be disqualified from 

the Food Stamp Program for one year for a lust offense, two years for a second and permanently for a third. You may also be lined up to 

S250.000. imprisoned up lo 20 years, or both. You may not use Food Stamps to buy items such as alcohol or tobacco. You may nol s I1 or 

trade Food Stamp benefits, or use someone else’s Food Stamp benefits. If you tire convicted of using Food Stamp benefits to get drugs, you 

will be disqualified from the program for two years for a first offense and permanently for a second offense. If convicted of trading or selling 

Food Stamps worth more than $500, or trading Food Stamp benefits fo firearms, ammunition, or explosives, you will be permanently 

disqualified from the Food Stamp Program. Individuals convicted of drug-related felonies are barred Irom the Food Stamp Program.

CHILD SUPPORT INFORMATION AND COOPERATION

Alaska must collect child support and medical support from any parent who has the duty lo pay support to a Temporary Assistance or 

Medicaid recipient. This includes any n oney owed to you at the time you apply, as well as current and future child support payments.

Any child support payments given or paid to you while receiving Temporary Assistance benefits must be reported and turned over to the 

Stale immediately. If you wish to change a child support order, you must obtain a new court order or gel permission from CSED.

Note: If you believe you have a good reason not lo cooperate with CSED for either the Temporary Assistance or Medical Assistance 

programs, you must tell your caseworker immediately. You may be asked to provide information to support your reason.

When you apply for Temporary Assistance you must:

• Sign over to the State your right to receive and keep child support payments due to you or to a child on Temporary Assistance.

• Cooperate with the Child Support Enforcement Division (CSED) by providing information to establish paternity, help locate an 

absent parent, and enforce a child support obligation.

When you apply lor Medicaid or Chronic & Acute Medical Assistance for you or your minor children you must:

• Assign to the Stale your right lo any medical support or other payment for medical care.

• Agree lo cooperate with the Stale in establishing paternity.

• Cooperate with the Slate in obtaining any available third party payments such jus an insurance payment or court settlement, 

MEDICAL RECORDS RELEASE

When you sign the application for assistance and use Medicaid or Chronic & Acute Medical Assistance coupons, you consent to release 

medical records and information about you and other people on w hose behalf you are applying to the Division. Upon request, any person 

w ho has medical records and information or the custody of such records shall release those records to the Division or its designee.

MEDICAL REIMBURSEMENT AGREEMENT

If the Stale of Alaska makes payment for services caused by injury or illness, you must agree lo include all payments made by the State in 

any legal claim made against a third party ami to notify the Division of Medical Assistance of that claim. If you receive an insurance or 

court settlement you must repay the State for the medical benefits provided as a result of the incident lor which you are receiving the 

settlement. If married, but signing alone, you are acknowledging that benefits ate for you. your spouse, or covered dependents. You and 

your spouse are both bound by this agreement.

Gen 51 06-3SM (00/02)
K1
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Frank H. Murkowski
Governor

GOVERNOR@GOV.S ATE.AK.US

P .O . BOX 1 10001 
J u n e a u .  A l a s k a  9981 1-0001 

(9071 465-3500 
FAX I907> 455-3532 

WWW.GOV.S7A7E.AK.USS t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

O f f i c e  o f  t h e  g o v e r n o r
JU N E A U

March 5, 2003

The Honorable Gene Therriault 
President of the Senate 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 107 
Juneau , AK 99801-1182

Dear President Therriault:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec 18, of the Alaska Constitution, I am 
transm itting a bill that would eliminate the Alaska Longevity Bonus Program.

In 1972 Alaska initiated a program to reward our long term residents 
(seniors) for their contributions and provide them with an incentive to remain 
in Alaska for their retirement years. It was originally intended to help those 
Alaskans who had been residents for 25 years and as stated in its original 
passage, was intended for those seniors who had “molded Alaska as we know it 
through skillful application of their talents.”

Since that time, the Courts ruled tha t the 25 year residency requirement 
was unconstitutional. The new program instituted was expanded to all seniors 
residing in the state for one }'ear. By 1993, the cost to the state was up to $65 
million a year. The legislature, recognizing that the cost would continue to 
escalate with the rapid growth of Alaska’s senior population, implemented a 
phase out of the program.

The judiciaiy eliminated the longevity program for Alaska’s pioneers. The 
dill I transm it today ends its successor, eliminating a program that has 
outlived its original purpose and no longer offers special consideration to those 
pioneers so deserving of our thanks.

http://WWW.GOV.S7A7E.AK.US


The Honorable Gene Tnerriault 
March 5, 2003 
Page 2

Alaska will continue to provide assistance and “safety net” programs for 
senior citizens. Some are directe toward all seniors such as an exemption 
from Hunting and fishing fees, the senior citizen property tax exemption and 
Pioneers’ Homes. Many are targeted at seniors with limited means, including, 
adult public assistance, Medicaid assistance, personal care attendant sendees, 
nursing home services, home and community based waiver services, senior 
housing assistance, nutrition programs, and senior training and employment 
programs.

I urge your prompt and favorable action on this measure.

Sincerely,

Frank H. Murkowski 
Governor
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First Committee of Referral

DATE: 3/6/03
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State Affairs Committee considered S E N A TE  BILL NO. 117

SB 117 ELIM IN ATING  LO N G E V ITY  BO NUS P R O G R A M

"An Act eliminating the longevity bonus program and making related conforming changes; and providing for 
an effective date."

and recommends: S enate  Bill:
[ ] same title
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y S B  1 1 7 - E L I M I N A T I N G  L O N G E V I T Y  B O N U S  P R O G R A M

SE N A T E  F IN A N C E C O M M IT T EE

S I G N - I N

NAME::   Subject/Bill N o :0 - - - ^ " ?

Co./Dept./Title- sJ Cs<>~rYXjrAUi^L^ Phone; >5 g£-y^E) 03 Q

A d d r e s s  U 9 A J ^ < T u r̂ L iL ^    7ip- * ? ? & £ > /____

Du you wish to testify? ^>£-Yes  .No >C Respond To Questions

NAME:---------------------------------------------------------------------------------  Subject/Bill No: C S  ^  1 1 7

r n  VDp.pt /Title- Phone: ^ 7 - 3

Address: / V  O / {  c A v h  _______________ 7ip- J ^ t f o  _______________

Do you wish to testify? -^X Y es _   No .-^ R e s p o n d  To Questions

NAME: A A .— ( j . -----------------------------  Subject/Bill No: • g R d 7 ____

Co./Dept./Title: - ----------  Phone: m * 3 ' 7 3 X C ,

A d d r c s t ^ ^ r f . /  7 7  ^  \ ^Vij u l  7.ip-

Do you wish to testify? _ N o  _J^_Respond To Questions

NAM E: -  ' ~ X ^  ~*l ■--------------------  Subject/Bill No: &  [ I  ~ f

C o ./D cp t/ritle : - 1 ^ £ Z i A   p |,n n r  7 ° 7 -  £~% L

Address..

Do you wish lo testify?  Yes f  y  Noj _  .Respond To Questions

SFC-03
SB 117
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NAME:

Co./Depl./Title: 

Address:_______

Subject/Bill No:

P none:-------------

Z ip :-----------------

Do you wish to testify? Yes No .Respond To Questions

NAME:

Co./Dept./Titlc

Subjecl/Bill H a c'̂ S j J JZ —  

Phone:

Address:. J Z .L e /..<* 'L

Do you wish to testify?  _Ye

Zip: 7  9  L

Respond To Questions

NAME:

Co./Dept./Titlc: 

Address:

Do you wish to testify? Respond To Questions

NAME: -----  Subject/Bill No: S - G U  7 -

Co./Dept./Titlc: - Phone: K T rt ' r t - s r o

A ddress:- <P o G  a c o ; i .  .c  3 S & ' ^ z : P,________________________

Do you wish to testify?  .Yes ( N o  Respond To Questions

NAME

C o./D ep t/ritle :

w  7 iS  <c> u ^ e -

Subject/Bill No:

Phone: t £ Z z .  ^ - / W

Address: e h Zip: t l k A l

Do you wish to testify?

SFC-03
SB 117

_Ycs[ _t^CNoy 

-2 -

.Respond To Questions

04/30/03



N A M E : ~ ^ £ ^  d  ----------------------------  Subject/Bill No: C L ^ £ .  T ^ Z

C o./D ept./T itle:-------/U -^ L a ^ - J L ---------------------------------------- Phone:------------------------------- ---------

Hi\t\re.*v/ ? / P . t f c n £  * - 2 * 7  £ £ . ___ ----------------------------------  Z ip:-----7 9 ^ 0 ^ - ---------------------

Do you wish lo t e s t i f y ?  Yes (  /K N q  Respond To Questions

NAME: — .jr h h U ^ - ^  ''( J O J i  --------------------------------Subject/Bill No: @  $ s f i ./ Z 2 .

Co./Dept./Title: -----------  P hone:----------------------------------------

E ; ___

AsZ&ud*
Address:

Do you wish to testify?  Yes? Z  N o  Respond To Questions

NAM E: L ------- Subject/Bill No: <~ S ^  ^  —

Co./Depl./TiBe: A  *R P  /  < 3 / M  <5 ~_____  P t a e : i 2 i t M M

Address:.

Do you wish to testify? f X 4  -  _No  Respond To Questions

NAME: .Q / I A v L . — ----------------------------------------- Subject/Bill No: ^ 7  7.7

Co./Dept./Title: ■ - (P<<?*4tL t.k J ± . U t't— Q t.te , P |10ne: /_ T  1.C6L________

Address: ! 7  7 ^  & i7lLVG jY& -£-fA__________________________ Z ip:_  9 1 m ___________

Do you wish to testify? ̂  Yes  No  Respond To Q uestions

NAME: ----------------- Subject/Bill No: ^ / Z / Z J j ^

C o./D ept./T itlc:----d x Z ^ '_________ ________________________ p h n p r  ^  ^  ^  5  ^ _____

Address:_____________________________________________________ Z ip:______________ \ ______________

Do you wish to testify? ̂ Y es  No  Respond To Questions

SFC-03 -3- 04/30/03
SB 117



SE N A T E  F IN A N C E C O M M IT T E E

S I G N - I N

S B  1 1 7 - E L I M I N A T I N G  L O N G E V I T Y  B O N U S  P R O G R A M

NAME: T  ------- Subject/Bill N o : --------------------

C o./D ept./T itle:----------------------------------------------------------------------  Phone: V iS --------------- ----------

Address: £ i> S .j l p _ _____________ 7i,v  ^  ?  i P ^  2 ____________

Do you wish to testily?  Yes / V No )  Respond To Questions

NAM E: -X- ' ^  I « » ' ■ --------------- Subject/Bill No: ----------

C o./D ept./T itle:----- _ phone; _ &  Z  f

C r ^ e ^ c ^ e G - J T ' f S ^ Y  z i P: _ 2 _ l Z ^ J _____Address:.

Do you wish to testify?  Yes /  * ^ N o )  Respond To Questions

" n a m e :  ■ ^ A r r  ---------------------------------------------  Subject/BiII N o:*^ — --------

Co./Dept./Title: ■ ---------------------------------------------------  Phone: ■ ^  "  7 ^  V — ^ ^  ^

Address: ~b(aO  < CL S * T  ^  fO **?  Zip:_________________

Do you wish to testify? Yes  No  Respond To Questions

N A M E :------— S f e v S  -----------------------  Subject/Bill No: —  — --------

Co./Dept./Title: —------------------------------------------------------------------- Phone: - 4 ( o V 2 ^ f

Address:  ’h ' Z A  V j J y . u J ' g ^  Z i p : _ A i l ^ L —

Do you wish to testify? ^  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

SFC-03
SB 117

-1 - 04/30/03



NAME

Co./Depl./Title:

Subjcct/Bill No: 

P hone:-------------

Address = /  A ft T R o n /

Do you wish to testify? Yes

Zip:. j  j$ <M
.Respond To Questions

NAME:

Co./Dept./Title: — / \ - A ^ v P  

Address Tshhi C W  6 /

Do you wish to testify? Yes ( No

V/NAME: A— ^ W e Y ^ .

C o./D epl./T itle:---------

Address:

Do you wish to testify? * Yes No

>: / / 7Subject/Bill No: 

Phone: ~

7ip: ° 1 3 2 6 ±

Respond To Questions

Subjcct/Bill No: ----------

Phone: — ^ .3  ^

• /,p .

.Respond To Questions

NAME:

Co./Dept./Titlc: 

Address:_______

Do you wish to testify? Yes  No

Subjcct/Bill No:

Phone:------------

Z ip :-----------------

.Respond To Questions

NAME:

Co./Dept./Titlc: 

Address:----------

Do you wish to testify?

SFC-03
SB 117

_Ycs  No

-4-

Subjcct/Bill No:

Phone:-------------

Z ip:------------------

.Respond To Questions

04/30/03



NAME: — P f l f f P -------------------------------------------  Subject/Bill No: -

C o./D cpt./T itle:---------------------------------------------------------------------- Phone:.

Address:. P . 6 . B ^ A ¥ t > U 3 i _____________ 7ip- W B - J i b ' O W

Do you wish lo testify?  Ycs j \ / bW>  Respond T o Questions

N A M E :---------------------------------------------------------------------------------  Subject/Bill No:

C o./D ept./T itlc:----------------------------------------------------------------------  Phone:-------------

Address:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Z ip:--------

Do you wish to testify?  Yes  No  Respond To Questions

N A M E :---------------------------------------------------------------------------------  Subjcct/Bill No:

C o./D cpt./T itle:----------------------------------------------------------------------  Phone:-------------

Address:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Z ip:-----------------

Do you wish to testify?  .Yes  No  Respond To Questions

NAME:    Subject/Bill No:

C o./D cpt./T itle:----------------------------------------------------------------------  P hone:------------

Address:--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Z ip:-----------------

Do you wish to testify?  .Yes  No  Respond To Questions

N A M E :--------------------------------------------------------------------------------- Subjcct/Bill No:

Co./Dept./Title:.----------------------------------------------------------------------Phone:----------------

Address:---------------------------------------------------------------------------------Z ip:----------------------------

Do you wish to testify?  Y e s   No  Respond To Questions

SFC-03 *2- 04/30/03

SB 117



s i t e :  A N C H O R A G E  L I O SU BJECT OF M EETING:
S B 1 1 7

COMMITTEE: S F I N
UPDATE # :  1

DATE: 4 - 3 0 - 0 3

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME

/

ADDRESS (M AILIN G  & Z I P ) REPRESENTIN G TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y o r  N

\ /
f
Jim Garrigues Abbott Loop Comm. 

Council Y
Email address:

J Ron Cowan Long Term  Care 
Ombudsman Y

Email address:

s j
r
J.R. Hawk Langman Pioneers of AK 

Igloo #15 Y
Email address:

J
t
Delisa Culpepper Self Y

Email address:
/

J Gordon J. Severson Pioneers o f A K  & O PA G Y
Email address:

J Elizabeth Dennis Self Y
Email address:

J Ethel K. Brown Self Y
Email address:



A N C H O R A G E P A R T S  L I S T  PA G E  2

S U B J E C T :

P R I N T  YOUR NAME APD RESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P ) REPRESENTIN G

DO YOU WANT 

TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N

Peg Stout AARP Y
Email address:

Lois Arnold Self Y
Email address: '' ■ flf, V ; ■ ' X X'X':: .X-XXX ! 'A 'f"•
Willie Brumfield^p<2s<9Zd Self Y
Email address:

"Winfred East field Self Y
Email address: - - y P
Norman Eastlleld Self Y
Em̂'l address: : X . ; ■■ : -
Susan Miller Self Y
Email address: ' :.'

Steve Conn Self Y
Email address:



ANCHORAGE P A R T S  L I S T  P A G E  3

SUBJECT;

DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTIN G  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

Jay Dulany Self Y
Email address: ■• • . ‘ • . ‘ A •:

1  ̂: ::x 'v •••
Caleb Aldeman Self Y
Email address: •• ' . : V::-. : • .. ' - . : ' •
Mike Gildert Self Y
Email address: ‘ : . ‘V.

Jarell Smith Self Y
Email address:

Narina Alderfer Self Y
Email address: ■

lEd Barber Self Y
Email address:

Email address: ■



ANCHORAGE PARTS L IS T  PAGE f i )
T j *

SUBJECT:
DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTIN G  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

^nn Secrest AARP Y
Email address: ■ "■ ■ V f '

Email address:

Email address: )'•: ' I:;' '

Email address:

Email address: •

Email address: : •• . :/":•••• : .'v ' >-••• | •. : . :

Email address:



Future Malvo
Entail address

Email address
....

Email address

Email address

ANCHORAGE P A R T S  L I S T  PA G E

SUBJECT:

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P ) REPRESENTING

DO YOU WANT 

TO T E S T IF Y ?

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



THE
FOLLOWING

DOCUMENT(S)
ARE

POOR
ORIGINAL

COPIES



P R I N T  YOUR NAME

■ ■ ... ■ :" :'xV . - . v  v .  • . •  • V  v  • .  •  • v *

Email address: t.-K ^

Email addi ess:

Email address ■

Email address'

Email address:

Email address

EmaU address:

S I T E  l  £  / \ / '( 0

COMMITTEE:

SU B JE C T OF MEETING:

UPDATE # :

A U  ^  P L t A ^ E  S I G N  I N
i' o  A a c s

ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P ) REPRESENTIN G

DO YOU WANT 

TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N



S I T E  I F A I R B A N K S  L I O  

S e n a t e  F i n a n c e

COMMITTEE:

D ATE: 4 / 3 0 / 2 0 0 3

SU B JE C T OF MEETING:
SB  1 1 7  -  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s

UPDATE #1

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME
/

ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P ) REPRESENTING TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N

Glenn Hackney Y
Email address:' ■ v:’ •• • ' ' ' • .•••;•: • vx:.;,V / ' V:•: -  ̂'• ;/ ••• ; :  i : .

■
■

Nancy Mendenhall Y
Email address: . y ' . . . . .  ' . :

Cliff Brennen Y
Email address: , :

Glen Franklin Y
Email address: : • . •.. ' . ,• : ' :

Charlotte M. Davis Y
Email address: -• ': ' .. '■

Ed Shellinger Y
Email address:

Bob Hufman Y
Email address:



s i t e  :  FAIRBANKS LIO 
Senate Finance
COMMITTEE:

DATE: 4 / 3 0 / 2 0 0 3

SU B JE C T OF MEETING:
SB  1 1 7  -  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s

UPDATE # 2

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M AILIN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTING  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

ISJ a r g e  Z i e l i n s k i Y
Email address:

'

H a l  L e v e y Y
Email address: ..... • • . . , ",

A r t  R o b s o n  -  \cSPf Y
Email address: ; p':il

J a n e t t e  H a n n e m a n — Y
Email address:

• ' ' . . .

G l e n  H a n n e m a n Y
Email address:

I l e t t y  H u f m a n Y
Email address:

I * h i l l i p  J a c k s o n Y
Email address:



S I T E : HOMER LIO SU B JE C T  OF MEETING:

COMMITTEE: S F I N SB 1 1 7  L o n g e v i t y

D ATE: 4 - 3 0 - 0 3

HOMER P A R T S  L I S T  PAGE 1

DO YOU WANT
P R I N T  YOUR NAME AD D RESS (M A ILIN G  & Z IP )  REPRESENTING  TO T E S T IF Y ?

Y  o r  N

E d n a  K a h n  -  p a s s e d Y  S B 1 1 7
Email address:

• .. . ■ :

C h a r l e s  M i c h o n Y  S B 1 1 7
Email address:

C a r l  G l a n v i l l e Y  S B 1 1 7
Email address:

I r i s  D o u g l a s Y  S B 1 1 7
Email address: ■

V i  J e r r e l ,  P h . D . Y  S B 1 1 7
Email address: ■ :

E v a n  C u n d i f f Y  S B 1 1 7
Email address:

Email address:

P a g e  1  o f  1



S I T E  I Kenai LIO

COMMITTEE:  S P I N

D ATE:  0 4 3 0 0 3

SU BJEC T OF MEETING:

S B 1 1 7 : E l i m i n a t e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  

UPDATE # :  1

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P )  RE PRESE N TIN G  T E S T IF Y IN G ?
Y  o r  N

P e t r i a  F a l k e n b e r g PO Box 3293 Kenai, AK 99611 Y
Email address: Pet_rainbow@ yahoo.com

L e n o r e  J o n e s 5^ 25 Silver Salmon D r #1 Kenai AK 99611 Y
Email address:

Email address:

D a l e  J o h n s o n 230 N. Fern Kenai, AK 99611 Y
Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

mailto:Pet_rainbow@yahoo.com


S I T E :  KETCHIKAN SU BJEC T OF M EETING: S B 1 1 7  L o n g e v i t y

COMMITTEE: ( S ) F I N M e e t i n g - I D # : 7 3 4 6

DATE: 0 4 . 3 0 . 0 3 UPDATE # : F i r s t

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z IP ) REPRESENTIN G

DO YOU WANT 

TO T E S T IF Y ?  
Y  o r  N

T h e l m a  L u d w i g s e i . Y
Email address:

M a r g a r e t  A n t o n s o n Y
Email address:

C l e o  W e s t o n Y
Email address:

D e e  D a l h a u g Y
Email address:

M a r y  H a s t i n g s Y
Email address:

B e r t h a  H a n s e n Y
Email address:

M a b e l  S m e l t z e r  - \o J \X Y
Email address:



S I T E :  KETCHIKAN SU BJEC T O F M EETING: S B 1 1 7  L o n g e v i t y

COMMITTEE : ( S ) F I N M e a t i n g - I D # : 7 3 4 6

DATE: 0 4 . 3 0 . 0 3 UPDATE # : P a g e  2

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M AILIN G  & Z IP )  REPRESENTING TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

C a r m e n  H o l u m Y
Email address:

E d  Z a s t r o w Y
Email address:

C h a r l e s  J a m e s Y
Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



s i t e :  Kodiak LIO SU BJEC T OF M EETING:

HB 1 1 7  -  Eliminate Longevity Bonus

COMMITTEE: S e n a t e  F i n a n c e
UPDATE # ;  2

DATE: 0 4 - 3 0 - 0 3

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

DO YOU WANT
P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTING  TO T E S T IF Y ?

Y  o r  N

M a r y  H a r d e r K o d i a k ,  9 9 6 1 5 S e l f Y  (SB 117)
Email address:

G e n e n e i v a  P e a r s o n - K o d i a k ,  9 9 6 1 5 S e l f Y  (SB 117)
Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



s i t e :  MAT-LIO

COMMITTEE: S F I N

SU B JE C T OF MEETING: 

S B 1 1 7  

UPDATE# ;  4

D A T E :0 4 / 3 0 / 0 3

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
DO YOU WANT

D e e  L o e s c h e W a s i l i a  S r  C t r Y
Email address:

B e t t y  M e r c e r Y
Email address:

C h e s t e r  W e b b Y
Email address:

R u s s e l l  S a n d e r s Y
Email address:

L o u i s e  H a r r i s P a l m e r  S r .  C e n t e r Y
Email address:

A .  R o b i n s o n  J r .  \ A A R P Y
Email address:

L a f t o n  W e l l s  — Y
Email address:

L u c i l l e  F r e y  — •>•

J

J



S I T E  I MAT-LIO SU B JE C T  OF M EETING:

H B 1 1 7
COMMITTEE: S F I N

UPDATE#:

D A T E :04 /30 /03

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTING  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N7

P a t  F l e m m i n g Y
Email address:

F r a n k  G i r a r d Y
Email address:

J i m  W a t e n p a u g h Y
Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



S I T E :  NOME LIO SU BJECT OF MEETING:

COlfMI T T E E : S e n a t e  B i l l  1 1 7  ~  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m

S e n a t e  F in a n c e  C o m m itte e
UPDATE # ;  2

DATE: W ed n e sd ay , A p r i l  3 0 , 2003

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

PLEASE P R IN T :
NAME ADDRESS (MAILING & Z IP ) REPRESENTING

J

DO YOU WANT 
TO T E ST IFY ?  

Y o r  N

Nornia Niclas
PO Box 1069 
Nome, AK 99762

XYZ Senior C enter Y

Email address:
i .......................................

Dan K arm un
PO Box 819 
Nome, AK 99762

AK Commission on 
Aging- NW A rea

Y

■

Email address: . ■. v:v.x:.v:
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S I T E :  NOME LIO SU B JE C T OF M EETING:

COMMITTEE: S e n a t e  B i l l  1 1 7  ~ L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  i r o g r a m

S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  C o m m itte e UPDATE # :  3
DATE: W e d n e sd a y , A p r i l  3 0 , 2003

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

PLEASE P R IN T : DO YOU WANT
NAME ADDRESS (MAILING & Z IP ) REPRESENTING TO T EST IFY ?

Y o r  N
Barbara Kogassogoon PO Box 38 

Savoonga, AK
Self Y

Email address:

Email address: : ' . . '

Email address: • •

. -
Email address:

• v :‘v”
' '-v ::Vi:

: : :: ,:.x : . '

Email address: '

•; ' • • . • • ’ • v
Email address:

' •



S I T E :  SITKA LIO SU B JE C T OF MEETING:

COMMITTEE: S F I N L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s

DATE: A p r i l  3 0 ,  2 0 0 3 ,  5 :3 0 p m UPDATE # : 1

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME AD D RESS (M A ILIN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTING  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

A l b e r t  D e n H e r d e r 1 1 9 B  J a m e s t o w n  D r . ,  S i t k a S e l f Y e s
Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



s i t e :  T O K  L I O SU B JE C T OF MEETING:
L o n g e v i t y  b o n u s

UPDATE # :
COMMITTEE: S F I N f i n a l

DATE: 4 / 3 0 / 0 3

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

DO YOU WANT

P R I N T  YOUR NAME AD D RESS (M A IL IN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTIN G  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N



s i t e :  T O K  L I O SU B JE C T OF M EETING: ,
L o n g e v i  t y  b o n u s  f

UPDATE #.* (
COMMITTEE: S F I N

DATE: 4 / 3 0 / 0 3

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
s jU z  b  4 d < r~

P R I N T  YOUR NAME

DO YOU WANT b ~ C  C j r  d S

AD DRESS (M AILIN G  & Z I P )  REPRESENTIN G  TO T E S T IF Y ?
Y  o r  N

L u V  S m i t h P O  B o x  5 5 9  T o k ,  A K  9 9 7 8 0 s e l f n
Email address:

C h a r l e s  B r o k e r P O  B o x  8 4 ,  T o k ,  A k  9 9 7 8 0 s e l f Y
Email address: .

Email address:
r i  ■ . ■ •

Email address:
.

Email address:
i

Email address:

Email address:



s i t e :  Valdez SU BJEC T OF M EETING:

COM M ITTEE : ( S ) F I N S B : 1 1 7 :  E L IM IN A T IN G  LO N G E VITY BONUS PROGRAM

D A T E :  0 4 / 3 0 / 0 3  5 : 3 0 - 8 : 0 0 p m UPDATE #  ONE

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N
DO YO U  W AN T

P R I N T  YO U R N A M E  A D D R E S S  ( M A I L I N G  & Z I P )  R E P R E S E N T IN G  T O  T E S T I F Y ?

Y  o r  N

J o h n  C e r u t t i P O  B o x  8 7 1  V a l d e z S e l f Y E S
Email address:

S B 1 1 7

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



s i t e : p f f

COM MITTEE:

DATE:

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

DO YOU WANT
P R I N T  YOUR NAME ADDRESS (M AILIN G  & Z I P ) REPRESENTING TO T E S T IF Y ?  

Y  o r  N

5f-e v c /n * >
/ Email address: 9 • : .. :: ■. ' . ' - ... .

... A / n / n A  A n  c f/ z c u DEmail address: . . .

A o b - e e A  N f c n A
Email address: .-7y' . • AA'-aAA. ' . ...

/ t o o l s
Email address:

/ l A A S
Email address: S&. . ■ : 'Jv

C m O  -  P o l m E c e y .—i Email address: ...... .. ■ -

Email address: ;

s /

J

\ S



S I T E  I OFFNET

COMMITTEE:

D A T E :

P L E A S E  S I G N  I N

P R I N T  YO U R N AM E A D D R E S S  ( M A I L I N G  & Z I P ) R E P R E S E N T I N G

DO YO U  W A N T  

T O  T E S T I F Y ?  

Y  o r  h

E r n e s t  L i n e W a s i l i a Y
Email address:

Email address:

Email address:

r  ^ail address:

Email address:

Email address:

Email address:



PUBLIC 
TESTIMONY 

SB 117



A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e

Please enter into the record m y testim ony to the 4 - h J m o o s  .
committee name

C om m ittee on W \ d a t e d  • « 3 S  , C 9 s O o ^
bill n l  subject

• C A \£ W j \  l/\AwCoV\. 4 - W w  t ^ n  11  0  t)_r ta -V . j  / - y y i  c^ -n /s r \

l ^ J r  ^  c u k  Q J L x - a _ W _ o _  0  s -  .
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q A ^ A L £ _  ^ ( y u ^ N / H  y w c ^ - J p  A b  & ls v ^ -A \A - J - C k t L ^  c d 7 ^ & - ( X - ' - |

C L ^ A o ^ T i o C . L -  ' V W o w  ' ^ V '  " V v - a ~ v v

' j X  _ V e o v v A t ,  ^ U - ^ .  Km  C T  J  I

C v y  f e o c v v  X W - v ^  . C ^ X c ,  & L b V

C C d U .  w  X l ^  O s b y C c ^ v J x -  ^ o c - W i ' .

£  

© - O U l^ -

A S  A

T

Q jlsv^crXstf t -  J O k n ^ _  o J L \ - = - & - < $ _ < - / y - .

\oJ\A-J "̂ 3 /-̂ V̂ C_Jit_>vxCtL 
A j-  < u < J L  A A . o ^ _ c n , b A _ -

X-.CO.C •Ov'-X.O-

A y \

LO<Cv a_SLj-vi O— ^  t & J - C - c ^ v A -  ~%Q (NJUL-^sicA' ^  ^ -O S J ^  n i 'A y  

jj^  O  'rv\«5'« -̂tt- cV ^ ’-Cv A j " to _ W  jcC Xc_c ct_>̂ oa_c— X \x j

n \ OhoW_\_-vTn wv^y-A c \ ^Ntt̂ J-̂ -o-v̂ lAAl-Xa. ~'1 Ô ^AO-Xfi—
, C v h S W >  v A  3 tx-aJL  t - c  A  7. 'A  0 ^ * © - i ' < ^ - ^  ^ a a a —

A c AIml /U-cV-Jtr" *Pr>ĵ v-c H -^Cjccv-e- c ^ jv . S x ^ a j-v d . txiU^v^. CXj.Aaox., cl£-M _

*1  - u S w x  / Y v ^ - c U ?  1 U  u W w ^ Z -  T o

( j C J t t .  ^  U W l A ^ r ’ v*-
i W -  "1~0 <v_ A ^ c ^ J - ^ J v t  T o  AC_ o T  ^  ) “ 'M U - ^ -  v x ° u ^ _

‘W 4 y - C A J W ^ C  > -^ ~ O c rv > -y -  iC w s I a o ^ C  C u p - U ^ c -  C k s o v v ^  - L t .
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:£ /U j_  C w -  j  *

^ A c c o ^ c  a -  T e s t f f i e r i ^ j  

t-r - d  YINs L ^ /vA  -  M 'fl-O o sv'\C -a—c

Representing (optional)

V ^ o V

c )

l ° ( s ^ i A d o r  _

Address

( % D  a P Y -  7 S t  g  .
Phone number’ unone number _  /  — — \



A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e

Please enter into the record my testim ony to the .
committee name

-■*) s £ > 'A L '^ f o i 7 3 ,

Com m ittee on /> dated V - g c - c ;
/• bill = / subject/  b ill = / subject

V« A  a ^ ) V  A v  iA l& A iC ir ,  1  u r f t s o

/U - c -e - A iu  ( Z 'lf - c L ’  a p p A o o t .  t c A & c c £  o- ^  A J U .-  -J & A

& L s/7 % -c l  J L i A A - t c -c ^l p - ^  ■ p lc - iU L ' Z '/ it P u  o l t t A - ' ■ c / A e t o  Z c c c j o  , l& & L n 0 p j
t u . —  t a - .    . w  ^  . . a * *3-, /p.-A d l ^ n L O  ^ n X \ c A ^  Ovt-cL* J - * u tu ~  A A u '  0& 0& o-£

t i c  A c S f L t : .  d c  - p tc fC ^  A in-  A v z tttl.  r - ^ r ^ t z  / I c ^ t ^ c s t  
/pf[L, Z itu tL cA Z ep A t- h c f t ^ n ^  OPLX ,̂ ~ z l* t t  d - jc ^ .tc ^  tl/M ^Z u- iu^sx

M - t Z f t z ' * T . / x e e t & p  

j U i t d o o  . 7 J u C o y U & > ,  A . t z c s L  '

U U * 4 f ^ *  U c  O t  W
* £ 4 < t 3 ^  t { b - ! L ^ . < L p  j& ^ r f f U t r x S  - p f  a - t ^ j

s d n t'T lU l. A J L 'lt { ju l{ J fi4 _ >  x L £ Z ~ - d > * U !C * t- 'L ~ '

/C lJ - iJ 'K < c s  (P ? K -. C A 'lc n ^  * - jjp 4 ^ 'l iA r c p j' /? ? is f - 7 tz < - ^  .  " J  0 ( s tt.(^ £ ~ ^  A T '- h z A . jt )

H e  ~ jC ,s t-< r7 7 <t ''A ^ t ? e ' O - 'td A & J A  .

^ o j i u  s K c o t  y U * < j> . ^

/ f l T ^ 6  • P A s . ^ d *  s r - c J t  / U , l * j € c .  t i c l l ' t / r .

Testifier

resenunsRepresenting (optional)

/
Address

c -^ f - 5 "  , k J c'  - tA  L  l  ^ / C - t r iC f lL S s { jL t . d /  -  'X t  X  tU ^  t c A  ‘/ 9 L A I .

?  S ' 3

Phone number



A la s k a  S ta te  L e g is la tu r e

Please enter into the record my testim ony to the f * K b 'A  \ o C C

Com m ittee on H  ;vS> M ( .
b ill"  ■ subject

committee name
£  C c w l \ U -e7 t f v

dated f i - d H  / c A lo o  5

O-A/W <Z\- c c o v o J A o L C L W .

c f c c  (L&'YY

b A _ _  d i _ A - v v p ^ ^ ^  y v \ J b A \ 3 o < 0

Signed
/  Testifier

Representing (optional)

^   ' s . - y  . ,2 -

Address

^ 7 0 . 7  A '7 . 
Phone number



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testim ony to the An,-/ <r Ts'** -rfy A.
committee name

Com m ittee n  1  dated / J 3 -
b ill# /su b je c t . , publ in uni «■ / suujcui , public hearing date

A ' a ' ” t '  - z t t Z C ' Z A A o  :  c (  Z n

'A - A P U c ;^  s p t f - .  A r ~  / d / iA U  A lA . ^ '

0 0 7 - A  L  S tJ O ifO U  d iJ l/Z ,  'C lt 'A c  A & 4 L C A & U &  ̂  Z A tZ  tU A 'T C tc ^ s

s J X  'U & . t - ts  .4 > C C € Z £ ' A 'Z / u it - 't r  O 'ftZ U -%

< 2 A e p  ' * A )  A / z l  d 'i  m i  C l  a c c ^

/77fo J- f tC<P ~£> lAZc'/1-t'ttt'T?'£7<;4_s /Z'*C'<A> ZP-rfZl tZT -jZzAitit' * 7 ^ tZ'Cĵ ~>/ 1t O

J  / 6 z o n < L id e o u  t t r  Z / h  Z d *  A c 7L  c q a / ^ a z P d d Z i  ,

T * C JL-.

'Z c i- t  - u A t  u l  / i  f  A in

/ i d C ' C h  Z L  - O U '̂ 'f u C  Z A ~

'/ ( - d / v £ t s * L .  T i c c t i X r ^  s t l l z d  A ^ 't J A r L lX J s iu C ;  ,.Z p L

J

Si^ n e d : ' y _  & . J 'A  o t t ^
Teitifier 77

Representing (optional)

> J F / C J A A A - Z - l C L s  V ^ T  J  ^ r t - x c ^ O , lp  v  J /  O  '-  d e  l  X / ^ l I
Address \  7

Phone number



FROM : CASEY 1 FAX

FAX TO: S e n a to r  G ary  *
W ilK en , C o - c h a i r  S e n a te  F in a n c e  C om m ittee  

465 4714

UEGENT MESSAGES TO LEG ISLATORS
PLEASE FIND A WAY TO FAST TRACK SOME B IL L S  TO ASSURE US 
THAT WE W ILL HAVE THE CHECKS WE RELY UPON COME JU LY  1 s t .

THE ATTACHED PAPERS OFFER SOME OF THE ARGUMENTS TO COUNTER 
SB AND HB B IL L S  AGAIBST THE V ITA L LONGEVITY PROGRAM. PLEASE 
READ AND CONSIDER THESE COUNTER ARGUMENTS AND THE IDEA FOR 
A PO SSIBLE B IL L

THANK YOU TO THOSE WHO HAVE RESPONDED TO EA R L IER  PAPERS 
ALSO MEANT FOR PUBLIC TESTIMONY. YOU HELPED KEEP HOPE

a l iv e .
E .  M. C asey

40. : 9 0 7 2 4 8 9 1 9 2 A p r .  0 1  2 0 0 3  0 7 : 15AM  P I

PAGE 1 o f  4 to  9



FROM : CASEY 1
4

FAX NO. : 9 0 7 2 4 8 9 1 9 2 f i Pr .  0 1  2 0 0 3  0 7 : 16AM P 2

T i t l e :

P u rpo se :

From :
D a te :
By FAX to :  

N o te s :

C O V E R  S H E E T
Second Open L e t t e r  to  Governor Murkowski w ith  Addenda, 3 pages
Subm itted  a s P u b l ic  T estim ony fo r  
h e a r in g s  on SB 117 and HB 158 and to  recommend in t ro d u c t io n  o f  a b i l l  to  f r e e 2G e l i g i b i l i t y  f o r  th e  fu tu r e  o f th o se  who e le c t  to  o p t o u t o f th e  L o n g e v ity  p rogram  and fund i t  t o r  f i s c a l  2004
E. M. C asey , an o ld  v o te r
March 28, 2003
Governor F ran k  Murkowski S en a te  and House M a jo r i ty  and M in o r i ty  le a d e r s ,  P r e s id e n t  and Sp eake r C h a irs  House and S e n a te  S ta t e  A f f a i r s  

and F in an ce  com m ittees 
and C o rre sp o nd en ts

(1 )  To Governor M urkow ski/ Committee C h a irs  and th o se  who d id  n o t r e c e iv e  Faxe s o f 
th e  F i r s t  Open L e t t e r  to  th e  Governor d a ted  March 24, 2003, a copy o f  th e  c o rre c te d  l e t t e r  (4  p age * ) i s  a t ta c h e d .

(2 )  To o th e r  r e c ip ie n t s  o f  th e  p re v io u s  open l e t t e r ,  th e  l a s t  l i n e  o f  th e  second 
p a ra g rap h  on page 4 shou ld  re a d :

"income earned  in  A la sk a  w hether by r e s id e n t s  o r  n o n - r « s id a n ts . "
(3 )  Query? What would th e  c o s t  o f  th e  L o n g e v ity  Bonus payment p rogram  , a lw ays s t a t e d  in  1970*a d o l l a r s ,  have been and be i f  i t  had been COLA 

p ro te c te d  a l l  th e s e  y e a rs?  B e t t e r  to  
c o n tin u e  th e  program  a t  th e  b a rg a in  and d e c l in in g  expense b e fo re  we a sk  f o r  more.



FROM : CASEY 1
FAX NO. : 9 0 7 2 4 8 9 1 9 2 A p r .  0 1  2 0 0 3  0 7 :1 6 A M  P 3

F A X  T O :  9 0 7  4 6 5  3 5 3 2 E . M. C a sey  
8480 Jew e l Lake Rd. Anchorage , AK 995022nd OPEN LETTER TO:

The Honorab le F ran k  Murkowski G overnor o f  th e  S ta t e  o f  A la sk a  Ju rie au , AK
March 28, 2003
Re: E q u a l i ty  & F a i r n e s sA n ti SB 117 & HB 158Dear Governor M urkow ski:

P eop le  a re  c re a te d  equa l b u t t h i s  c e r t a i n l y  i s  n o t t r u e  a s 
th e y  re a c h  re t i r e m e n t  a ge s no r a s  th e y  become f r a i l  o r 
lo o se  s t r e n g th ,  v ig o r  and h e a l th .
The g e n e ra t io n s  you se e k  to  p e n a liz e  by rem oving t h e i r  
L o n g e v i ty  Bonus payments a re  th e  s u r v iv o r s  o f  th e  G rea t D ep re ss io n  o f  th e  1930's and o f World Ward I I .  Our l i v e s  and c irc u m s ta n c e s  d i f f e r  w i ld ly  from  th o se  l a t e r  b o rn , in c lu d in g  th o se  such a s you r g e n e ra t io n  and th o se  now in  
th e  p ro c e s s  o f  p lan n in g  t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  l i v e s ,  th e  s o -  c a l le d  "Baby Boomers" who were c h i ld re n  o f my g e n e ra t io n .

A la sk a n s  bo rn  in  1928 and e a r l i e r  a re  th e  o n ly  r e c ip ie n t s  who re c e iv e  $250 p e r month. The p h a se -o u t law c u t o f f  . 
s u p p o r t f o r  anyone born l a t e r  th an  1932 and th o se  bo rn  in  
t h a t  y e a r  re c e iv e  on ly  $100 p e r month.
Do you u n d e rs ta n d  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  a b i l i t y  to  cope w ith  d r a s t i c  changes induced by l o s s  o f  even sm a ll changes in  income and way o f l i f e ,  n o t to  m en tion  b e in g  a b le  to  be among f a m i l i a r  su r ro u n d in g s , f r i e n d s ,  fa m ily  i f  you a re  so  f o r tu n a te  a s  to  have them , t h a t  e f f e c t  th e  o ld e r  f r a i l e r  s e n io r s .  Do you u n d e rs ta n d  how damaging th e  s t r e s s  i s  to  us ^compared to  th e  e f f e c t  on th e  th o se  o f younger s e n io r s  
t h a t  had seven y e a r s  to  ta k e  th e  end o f  th e  program  in to  
c o n s id e ra t io n  in  making t h e i r  r e t i r e m e n t  and re s id e n c e  p la n s  f o r  th e  t im e  th e y  would become 65?
I f  you have l i s t e n e d  to  any o f th e  p u b lic  te s t im o n y  o f s e n io r s  o f  a l l  a g e s , t h e i r  c a r e - g i v e r s ,  and t h e i r  o rg a n iz a t io n s  d u r in g  h e a r in g s  on flB 11^, you r e ye s have been opened to  th e  e x te n t  o f  need and r e l ia n c e  upon th e s e  payments among th e  o ld e r  s e n io r s
The s o - c a l l e d  " s a f e t y  n e ts "d o  n o t a d d re s s  th e  p rob lem s f o r  
thoue  o f  us who a re  no t w e l fa re  caaeB , even i f  ou r income exceed s th e  amounts i’n you r th re e -p a g e  h andou ts d e s c r ib in g  
w e l fa re  by even a d o l l a r  o r  two. Fo r in s ta n c e  we must go 
on p ay in g  P a r t  B o f M ed icare  in su ra n c e  f o r  o u r s e lv e s ; th e  
S t a t e  o f  A la sk a  does n o t pay i t  f o r  u s .  Many o f  u s ta k e  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  bu y in g  ou r own M ed icare  Supp lem en ta l In su ra n c e  , any o f th e  f i v e  s t a t u t o r y  p rogram s w ith  m on th ly  premiums which wo pay . A la sk a  does n o t pay them f o r  u s

P a g e  1



FROM : CASEY 1
FAX HO. : 9 0 7 2 4 8 9 1 9 2 A p r .  0 1  2 0 0 3  0 7 : 17AM P4

Page 2 E . M. CASEYL e t t e r  to  Governor Murkowski March 28. 2003
F a r  from  o ffe a tin g  e q u a l i ty  o f h a rd sh ip  by end ing  th e  L o n g e v i ty  • payment p rog ram , th e  p roposed b i l l s  c re a te  v e ry  unequal and u n f a i r  d i s c r im in a t io n  a g a in s t  th e  o ld e s t  o f  s e n io r s .
P le a s e  r e f e r  to  th e  e x p la n a tio n  o f  th e  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  accum ula te  r e t i r e m e n t  re so u rc e s  e x p la in e d  in  
my f i r s t  open l e t t e r  to  th e  Governor d a ted  March 24th .
h  u s e fu l  b i l l  would be one t h a t  made i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  th o se  now e l i g i b l e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  to  f r e e z e  e l i g i l i t y  a t  t h e i r  own e x i s t i n g  le v e l* b u t  who do n o t a t  p re s e n t  need t h i s  fo rm  o f  s u p p o r t j to  o p t o u t w h ile  t h e i r  c irc u m s ta n c e s  a re  good, b u t 
r e tu r n  to  b e in g  a c t iv e  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  i f  and when t h e i r  f in a n c ia l  bu rden s in c re a s e  o r t h e i r  incomes s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d e t e r i o r a t e .
To now, t h i s  p rogram  has been an o u ts ta n d in g  one in  te rm s o f th e  a d m in i s t r a t i v e  e xp en se s . These expen se s a re  m a in ly  c l e r i c a l .  B e n e f i c i a r i e s  q u a l i f y  th em se lv e s  each month by 
r e tu r n in g  a sm a ll fo rm  th a t  i s  p a r t  o f th e  s tu b  w ith  each m on th 's check . Any c o n s id e ra t io n  o f  making th e  program  "n e ed s " based  shou ld  g iv e  c a r e fu l  c o n s id e ra t io n  to  a v o id in g  
c r e a t in g  a new bu rgeon in g  b u re a u c ra c y .

The. y o u th fu l  a d m in is t r a to r s  whose know ledge o f  th e  jp rrg ram  
aippeafs to  be l im i te d  to  bo ttom  l i n e  d o l l a r  v iew  1 have made no a n a ly s i s  o f th e  d o l la r  v a lu e  to  th a  economy o f th e  s t a t e  and to  t h e i r  com m unities o f  th e  r e c e ip t  and spend ing  
l o c a l l y  o f  L o n g e v ity  Bonus Program  d o l l a r s .
T h is  h a s nev'ar be<in a w e l fa re  program  and i t  shou ld  n o t be lumped w ith  th o se  n e c e s sa ry  b u t u n re la te d  p rogram s and p u t in  p o s i t io n  o f h a v in g  to  compete w ith  t h e i r  m e r i to r io u s  b u t 
v e ry  d i f f e r e n t  m is s io n s  and g o a ls  and g row th , n o t d e c l in e .
We ar«berin g  phased o u t by Mother N a tu re . We d o n 't  need h e lp  from  th e  Governor to  speed up th e  p ro c e s s ,  j u s t  r e f e r  
to  th e  s t a t i s t i c s  produced by th o se  v e ry  young a d m in is t r a ­t o r s  who spoke f o r  th e  Departm ent o f A d m in is t r a t io n  on th e  
f a l l i n g  annua l expense s in c e  th e  phase o u t law to o k  e f f c t  ‘

V e ry  s in c e r e ly  y o u rs ,

A d d e n d a ,  P a g e  3  f o l l o w s
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Addenda to  2nd Open L e t t e r  to  G overnor Murkowski March 28/ 2003
Re : I n v a l i d i t y  o f  th e  "O r ig in a l  P u rpo se " argum ent advancedin  se e k in g  to  e l im in a te  th e  e x i s t i n g  p h a se -o u t fo rm  o f th e  L o n g e v i ty  Bonus P rogram .
The f i r s t  tim e  th e  L e g i s l a tu r e  amended th e  law now in  i t ' s  s e l f - s u n s e t t i n g  ph a se , th e  L e g i s l a tu r e  a ls o  amended th e  in te n d ed  and s ta t e d  pu rpo se  o f th e  law  to  th e  e x te n t  t h a t  
i t  supe rceded  th e  o r i g in a l  la n gu a g e - ’
A tte m p tin g  to  u se  unamended lan gu age , o f th e  1970's a c t  i s  a s p u r io u s  and mendacious d e ro g a tio n  o f th e  work e v e ry  
su b sequ en t L e g i s l a tu r e  h a s p u t in to  c o n s id e ra t io n  and 
and developm ent o f  th e  law as i t  now e x i s t s .  I  do no t want to  b e l ie v e  t h a t  th e  Governor o f whom so  many have o r had g r e a t  hopes o r i g in a te d  such a v iew p o in t and p o l ic y .
S e n io r  and e ld e r  A la sk a n s  a re  n o t in te rc h a b g e a b le  boxes on th e  s h e lv e s  o f  a to y  shop . We shou ld  n o t be to s s e d  in to  
a c le a ra n c e  b in  j u s t  becau se  some more r e c e n t ly  re c e iv e d  
to y s  m igh t p o s s ib ly  b r in g  in  g r e a te r  p r o f i t  to  th e  s t o r e .  ■
Young w h ip p e rsn app e rs  equipped w ith  MBA’ s  a n d /o r d e g re e s  
a s  a c c o u n ta n ts  o r s t a t i s t i c i a n s  a re  n o t equipped to  make ab ru p t l i f e  and w e l l -b e in g  changes o f  d r a s t i c  im pact in  th e  . - l iv e s  o f  t h e i r  e ld e r s  and s e n io r s  a s i f  f o r  fu n g ib le  goods.
The v a lu e  to  th e  community, s ta te w id e  o r l o c a l ,  o f our c o n t r ib u t io n s ,  p a s t ,  p r e s e n t ,  and f u tu r e  i s  a l l  too  o b v io u s ly  o u ts id e  th e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f th o se  who conce ived  o f  th e  p o l ic y  embodied in  th e  two bad b i l l s ,  SB 117 and 
HB 158, and so ld  to  a Governor in  s e a rc h  o f a means o f e a s in g  th e  n o to r io u s  f i s c a l  gap.
T h is  addenda to  th e  second open l e t t e r  I  have add re ssed  to  th e  Governor i s  w r i t t e n  in  th e  r e s p e c t f u l l  hope t h a t  he w i l l  ta k e  a c t io n  to  d e le te  th e se  t o o - h a s t i l y  d ra f te d  b i l l s  
and s u b s t i t u t e  more re a so n a b le  and humane s o lu t io n s  f o r  c o n s id e ra t io n  by th e  L e g i s l a tu r e  b e fo re  even more an gu ish  
and s t r e s s  i s  i n f l i c t e d  on h£s'- e ld e r  c i t i z e n s  t h e i r  c a re ­g i v e r s  and f a m i l i e s .

Very s in c e r e ly

c c : See co ve r sh e e t
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OPEN LETTER TO:

March 24, 2003The H onorab le  F ran k  Murkowski Governo r o f  th e  S ta t e  o f  A la ska  Ju n eau , A la sk a HB 158 SB 117
Dear G overnor M urkow ski:
You p u z z le  me. A re you so a s tu te  t h a t  you have maneuvered th e  L e g i s l a t i v e  B ranch a s a whole in to  a p o s i t io n  where th e y  need to  f in d  ways to  re d re sB  th e  in e q u i t i e s  in h e re n t  in  you r b u d g e ta ry  p ro p o sa ls?  One* o r  I  hope m o re ,o f th e  b r a v e s t  among th e  L e g i s l a t o r s  i s  asked most u r g e n t ly  and s in c e r e ly  to  in tro d u c e  a m easure to  r e s to r e  fu n d in g  to  th e  L o n g e v i ty  payment program  f o r  2004 to  co n tin u e  in  e x is te n c e  t h i s  law th a t, i s  o f  v i t a l  im po rtan ce , in  a d d i t io n  to  
d e fe a t in g  th e  above bad b i l l s .
Or, a re  you m e re ly  v e ry  i l l - a d v i s e d  by you r new ly a p po in ted  
and c lo s e  a s s c i a t e s  who d i s p la y  l i t t l e  u n d e rs ta n d in g  o f  th e  
r e a l i t i e s  o f  l i f e  in  A la ska?  I  would l i k e  to  th in k  t h a t  you j u s t  a re  n o t f u l l y  aware o f th e  s t r e s s ,  d i s t r e s s  and f e a r  you a re  c a u s in g  many e ld e r l y  to  endu re . We c e r t a i n l y  do n o t " s t e p  up to  th e  p l a t e "  to  w o rd le s s ly  g iv e  up ou r one and on ly  
" s a f e t y  n e t . "  You a re  harm ing us even b e fo re  Ju n a  30 th  D day.
The o n ly  " c l a s s  c la s h "  among us i s  th e  d iv id e  between th e  
w e l l - p a id  o r  p en sion ed  employees o f b ig  c o rp o ra t io n s  and governm ent and th e  r e s t  o f  u s . We may have f a r  l e s s  to  l i v e  on b u t o u r v o te s  coun t j u s t  as h e a v i ly ,  o ld  o r n o t .
You may n o t r e a l i z e ,  s u r e ly  - you r younger number c ru n ch e rs  

n o t, t h a t  th o se  now in  t h e i r  70 ' s ,  8 0 's ,  9 0 's and more sp e n t most o f  our w o rk in g  l i v e s  in  y e a rs  when th e  d o l l a r  amount ta x e d  in to  th e  S o c ia l  S e c u r i ty  sy s tem  was much lo w e r th a n th a t 
accum ula ted  by l a t e r  g e n e ra t io n s ,  in c lu d in g  th o se  now .65‘ to ' 70; Not o n ly  were th o se  t h a t  fo llow ed  u s e a rn in g  h ig h e r  s a l a r i e s  
t h e i r  FICA ta x e s  were much h ig h e r .  They can o r  do lo o k  fo rw a rd  to  h ig h e r  m on th ly  b e n e f i t s  th an  we w i l l ,  e v e r r e c e iv e .  I  worked 
f o r  50 y e a r s  bu t m ost o f  t h a t  was was under th e  y e a r s  o f low wages and low FICA c o n t r ib u t io n s .  My m onth ly income cou ld  n e v e r match t h a t  o f  someone even j u s t  10 y e a r s  youn ge r.
However, in  A la sk a  th e re  a re  many s e n io r s  and e ld e r s  who worked ha rd  a l l  t h e i r  l i v e s  w ith  l i t t l e  o r no o p p o r t i n i t y  
to  accum u la te  q u a r te r s  o f  S o c ia l  S e c u r i ty  co ve ra ge  no r th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  accum ula te  a m i l l io n  o r two, much le s e  n e s t  
e g g s  s u r fq c u e n t  to  su p p o rt them in  a world o f c o n s ta n t ly
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r i s i n g  p r i c e s  in  a s t a t e  where th e  s u b s ta n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e  in  th e  c o s t  o f  n e c e s s i t i e s  l i k e  food and fu e l  e x i s t .  Check you r own s t a t i s t i c  g a th e r in g  a s s i s t a n t s  on th e  d i f f e r e n c e s  f o r  a g a l lo n  o f m ilk  and a g a l lo n  o f f u e l ,  o r a c a r t lo a d  o f g r o c e r ie s  betw een R a i l b e l t  c i t i e s  w ith  Juneau  and towns and v i l l a g e s  in  o th e r  p a r t s  o f  A la sk a , ( P a r t  o f th e  re a so n  th a t  a s ta te -w id e  
s a l e s  t a x  does n o t f i t  in  a s t a t e  where th e r e  a re  many com m unities w ith  no p ro p e r ty  t a x  base  and which r e l y  on a lo c a l  s a l e s  ta x  to  fund  e s s e n t i a l  lo c a l  s e r v i c e s . )
Th e re  may be a few  s e n io r s  who f i l l  o u t th e  fo rm  and m a il i t  back to  Ju n eau  each month a t t e s t i n g  to  e l ig ib i fc y  f o r  th e  n e x t m on th 's check who do n o t need i t  to  m a in ta in  th em se lv e s . I  s u sp e c t t h a t  th o se  a b le  to  t r a v e l  f r e e l y ,  th o se  f o r  whom money i s  n o t a c o n s ta n t p rob lem , a lre a d y  have op ted  o u t o f  th e  p rogram  even though  o u t - o f - s t a t e  r e g u la t io n s  were eased  a y e a r . 
o r  two ago .
I  hope you do r e a l i z e  t h a t  i s  a program  th a t  i s  f a r  more 
e f f i c i e n t  and in e x p e n s iv e  in  a d m in is t r a t io n  c o s t s  than  most 
governm ent funded p rog ram s. I t s  expen ses a re  l a r g e l y  c l e r i c a l .The money goes in to  th e  hands o f th o se  t h a t  need i t  and i t  i s  sp e n t lo c a l ly .*  L o c a l m erchan ts and g ro c e r s  would m iss our 
checks when ws a re  l e f t  w ith o u t th e  money to  spend f o r  food 
to  keep up th e  n u t r i t i o n  im p o rta n t to  h e a l th .
Of c o u rs e , th e re  a re  s t i l l  many who spend most o f  th e  m on th ly 
check d e fr a y in g  such  f r i l l s  a s  p a y in g  f o r  P a r t  B o f M ed icare and M ed icare  Supp lem en ta l In su ra n c e . I f  we can no lo n g e r manage 
to  pay ou r way and have to  seek  c h a r i ta b le  h e lp  from  th e  
M ed ica id  p rog ram , in  a d d i t io n  to  endu rin g  p e rso n a l in v e s t i g a t i o n  and t r y i n g  to  s e c u re  th e  su p p o rt o f  p h y s ic ia n s  f o r  th e  change* i f  we can s t i l l  o b ta in  th e  s e r v ic e s  o f  p h y s ic in s  who no lo n g e r 
welcome M ed ic a re -M e^ i^ app a tie n ts  becau se t h e i r  re im bu rsem en t sc h ed u le s  from  M ed icare were c u t d r a s t i c a l l y  d u rin g  th e  fo rm e r a d m V n is tra t io n  ( th e  same a d m in is t r a t io n  w ho ' dumped m i l i t a r y  v e te r a n s  in to  M ed icare  a t  th e  same tim e  a s  p a r t  o f  c r e a t in g  a s u r p l u s ! )  th en  we can w a it months to  f in d  o u t i f  M edicaid w i l l  a c c ep t u s— i s  t h a t  you r id ea  o f  a " s a f e t y  n e t? "
I  am fo rc ib J.y i.w i rem inded o f th e  words o f th e  u n ra g en e ra te  
Ebeneze r Sc rooge  who s a id  when asked  to  h e lp  a t  C h r is tm a s  and r e fu s in g ,  % th en  l e t  them d ie  and d e c re a se  th e  s u rp lu s  
p o p u la t io n . "  A re we n o t d y in g  o f f  f a s t  enough? *
I  b e l ie v e  a l l  o f  th e  re a so n s  s ta te d  to  t h i s  p o in t in  t h i s  
l e t t e r  were f a c t o r s  in  th e  dea l s t r u c k  between th e  L e g i s l a tu r e  and th e  s e n io r  A la sk a n s  when th e  p h a se -o u t law and p rom ise s ware made. T h a t law  gave tim® f o r  th o se  who would be
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e f f e c t e d  p ro te c t io n  i f  th e y  were r e l y in g  on th e  program  and-' t im e  to  a n t i c ip a t e  th e  p h a se -o u t i f  th e y  were n e a r r e t i r e m e n t . .  
T h is  p roposed  a b ru p t ,  h a rsh  and un re a so n ab le  end ing  o f th e  p rom ised  su p p o r t does none o f  th o se  th in g s .  Most o f  u s can no lo n g e r  j u s t  go ou t and g e t  a n o th e r jo b  to  o f f s e t  th e  lo s s  o f  th e  fu n d s  t h a t  en ab le  u s to  m a in ta in  o u r s e lv e s  1
To many v o te r s ^ t a l k  o f re d u c in g  th e  s i z e ,  expense and w aste  
o f  governm en t meant c u t t i n g  th e  number, s i z e ,  d u p l ic a t io n ,  
and c o m p le x ity  o f  o f f i c e s ,  b u re a u s , and d ep a rtm en ts  which make t h i s  one o f th e  most re g u la te d  s t a t e s  and com p lic a te  ou r l i v e s .  Now we a re  t o ld  t h a t  in s te a d  e v e ry  e x p e n d itu re  on th e  p e o p le , th e  a c tu a l  " s t a t e , "  w i l l  be funded i f  i t  i s  o f 
d o l l a r  v a lu e  bo ttom  l in e  to  th e  s t a t e — meaning th e  bu reauc racy  o f  gove rnm en t! How many p o s i t io n s  and e x p e n d itu re s  have been e l im in a te d  in  th e  E x e c u t iv e  B ranch and i t ' s  te n ta c le s ?
In  p r i v a t e  b u s in e s s  th e  owner can govern  by e d ic t  s o le ly  conce rned  w ith  p ro te c t in g  h i s  m onetary i n t e r e s t  i f  he so choo se s . 
In  a r e p r e s e n ta t i v e  governm ent fo c u s in g  s o le l y  on a d o l la r  v a lu e  bo ttom  l in e  i s  a t  th e  l e a s t  in a p p ro p r ia te .  Government, in c lu d in g  R epub lic an  governm en t, e x i s t s  to  s e rv e  th e  peop le  o f th e  s t a t e .  C on tend ing  o th e rw ise  i s  a f a l s e  p rem ise .
Sudden ly  p roduc in g  p roposed  b u d g e ta ry  d e c is io n s  and changes o f p o l ic y  a s  s u r p r i s e s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  ona l i k e  t h i s  which can on ly  have a m a jo r d e t r im e n ta l  e f f e c t  on th e  l i v e s  o f th e  o ld e s t  and m ost in f i rm  c i t i z e n s  i s  a k in  to  th e  game o f u p ro a r p la y e d  by c h i ld re n  in  c la s s ro o m s to  d i s t r a c t  a t t e n t io n  from  som e th in g  th e y  have done, o r  more l i k e l y  som eth ing  th e y  in te n d  to  do.
Have you c o n s id e re d  fo ld in g  th e  d u t ie s  o f  Management and Budge t i n to  a d epa rtm en t w ith  some conn ec tio n  and du ty  to  you r c o n s t i t u e n t s .  I t  m igh t h e lp  you p u t a human fa c e  on f u tu r e  proposaJLB:. ‘O rv fo ld  b o th  bu reau s in to  one more humane, th an  th e  p re s e n t  m erchand ise  minded Departm ent o f A d m in is t ra t io n . 
The p r e s e n t  budge t p ro p o sa ls  a re  p re gn an t w ith  many un in tended : c o n se q u e n c e s -- to  g iv e  you a g ene rou s b e n e f i t  o f  th e  d o u b t.
T h e re  a re  o th e r  means o f  p re v e n tin g  p a s s in g  a long  to  l a t e r  g e n e ra t io n s  a f i s c a l  problem  20 y e a r s  o r more in  th e  m aking.
Any f l a t  t a x  ( u s e r ' s  f e e )  would be in h e r e n t ly  in e q u i ta b le  in  A la sk a  w ha teve r i t  i s  c a l l e d .  Of cou rse  we shou ld  a l l  pay a u s e r ' s  fe e  f o r  b e n e fi t t ip c ?  from  s t a t e  p ro v id ed  s e r v ic e s  
b u t t h a t  u s e r ' 8 fe e  must be in  p ro p o r tio n  to  in d iv id u a l  a b i l i t y  to  p ay . A f t e r  a l l  ve r e p o r t  income such a s
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th e  d iv id e n d s  we re c e iv e  from  th e  Perm anen t Fund a s w e ll a s th e  L o n g e v ity  payments on fo rm  1040 a s  p a r t  o f  th e  p ro c e s s  o f d e te rm in in g  th e  amount o f f e d e r a l  u s e r s  l i a b i l i t y  we may owe th e  fe d e r a l  governm en t. There  i s  no r a t i o n a l  re a so n  n o t to  b e g in  g a th e r in g  d a ta  and c o n s id e r in g  d u rin g  f i s c a l  2004 what a s t a t e  s e r v ic e s  u s e r s  fe e  based  on a sm a ll p e rc e n ta g e  o f th e  f e d e r a l  fe e  sh ou ld  be .
No one means o f r a i s i n g  new revenue can i n s t a n t l y  cu re  20 y e a r s  o r more o f f i s c a l  gap c r e a t io n .  B e fo re  P rudhos Bay began 
to  p ro v id e  i t ' s  l a r g e s s e ,  s t a t e  c i t i z e n s  su p p o rte d  s t a t e  s e r v ic e s  by p ay in g  a p ro g r e s s iv e  t a x  which to o k  accoun t o f 
a b i l i t y  to  pay . Such a u s e r ' s  fe e  would p ro v id e  a l l  th e  t r a d i t i o n a l  exem p tions and d ed u c tio n s t h a t  app ly  to  th e  fe d e r a l  ta x  on p e rso n a l income, a ta x  o r u s e r ' s  fe e  on a l l  income ea rned  in  A la sk a  whether by r e s id e n t s  o r n o n - r e s id e n ts .
F o r 2004, a f t e r  a d ju c tu n g  v a r io u s  fe e s  a t ta c h e d  to  b u s in e s s e s  to  make them r e le v a n t  to  th e  s i z e  and economy o f  th e  b u s in e s s e s ,  a b e t t e r  rea soned  d e c is io n  abou t th e  
amount o f  th e  CBR draw f o r  2004 i s  needed in  o rd e r to  buy 
tim e  f o r  you and th e  L e g i s l a tu r e  to  work to g e th e r  in  a 
c o o p e ra tiv e  and b ip a r t i s a n  way to  b eg in  g iv in g  some s t a b i l i t y  to  th e  f in a n c e s  o f  th e  s t a t e  b e g in n in g  in  f i s c a l  2005.
W hile we w a it to  see  i f  th e r e  i s  any new so u rc e  o f revenue  
in  o i l  and g a s , governm ent does have l e s s  d ra co n ian  means o f  a l i e v i a t i n g  p rob lem s o f th e  O pe ra tin g  Budge t th an  d is c a rd in g  i t ' s  o ld e s t  and most in f i rm ,  and g e n e r a l ly  most 
in  need o f  p rom ise s k e p t ,  a s i f  t h e i r  c o n t r ib u t io n s  . to  s o c ie ty  a re  w o r th le s s .  T h e ir  know ledge, wisdom, and s k i l l s  su p p ly  many o f th e  v o lu n te e r  s e r v ic e s  which h e lp  to  keep th e  f a b r i c  o f  ou r economy and s o c ia l  s e r v ic e s  fu n c t io n in g .
W ill you work w ith  th e  com m ittees and members o f  th e  
L e g i s l a t i v e  B ranch , th e  so u rce  o f  app ro va l f o r  bo th  ap p ro - p t i a t i o n s  and e x p e n d itu re s ,  to  c r a f t  a w o rkab le  o p e ra t in g  b u d g e t, in c lu d in g  fu n d in g  2004 f o r  th e  L o n g e v i ty  payments w h ile  you and th e  L e g i s l a t o r s  su rv e y  to  f i n d  o u t why t h i s  most e f f i c i e n t l y  run  fo rm  o f a s s i s t a n c e  i s  im p o rta n t?
P le a s e  excuse  me f o r  t h i s  form  o f s u b m it t in g  p u b l ic  te s t im o n y  
to  h e a r in g s  on th e  a fo r e s a id  two b i l l s .  I  am to o  in f i rm  and immobile to  t r a v e l  to  a L e g i s l a t i v e  O f f ic e  f o r  te le c o n fe re n c e s  much l e s s  go to  Ju n eau . I  canno t a f fo r d  th e  means to  use 
E -m a i l  n o r to n e r  c a r t r i d g e s  f o r  h a rd  c o p ie s .  My a r t h r i t i c  
hands and a rc h a ic  ty p e w r i te r  and a b o t t l e  o f  W hite-O ut a re  my means o f  communication by an o ld  FAX m achine— a s lo n g  as I  can pay th e  phone b i l l . V e ry  s in c e r e l y  y o u ra ,

c c ; See cover sh ee t



O L D E R  P E R S O N S  A C T I O N  G R O U P , in c .

April 7, 2003

Older Persons Action Group 
325 E. Third Avenue
Anchorage, AK 99501------------------------------------------------------------------ --------------- --

Dear Alaska Legislators:

As you can see in the front page of the April edition, the Senior Voice highlighted the 
Longevity Bonus topic.

Seniors around the state hope the Bonus will remain in the state budget!

S S i n r w ^ l v  V n u r c

32S E. 3rd. Ave, 1900 
Anehorao*, AK MS01-2M6 
(•07) 770-1050 (TotI f r *  KXM70-1059) 
FAX (607) 270-6774

f fS  S e a r s '  / 7



MARTY MARGESON 
M u ftM  Real Eatate 

Anchorage Downtown Bed & Breaid iut 
At "Raspberry Meadow*”

1401 Went 13th Ava. ^Aacboragc, AK9950I 
Web: www.>»<:horig«dowptown.«aa

947-278-9275! F u :  907-274-9282
rmiii iptrtimt4)fTliiTl

April 8, 2003
Governor Frank Murkowski 
P.O. Box 110001

UnC8U’ Re: Without the Longevity Bonus, Pioneer Home Vet Needs "Safety Net Program

My 89-ycar-old father, a decorated World War II naval officer, is destitute and needs fluids so he can 
receive continued medical care and services which are necessary for his health, and pain alleviation. He 
chose not to apply for the longevity bonus because he did not believe in government handouts. He frugally 
saved and believed his S300.000 savings would fund his retirement. Now my dad has paid the Anchorage 
Pioneer Home (APH) his savings, and has no money left to pay for care and services that the home no 
longer provides -  promised services which are necessary for his health, services which are needed 
alleviate pain. I received your mailing entitled “Safety Net Programs S jpportmg Senior Citizens , but 1 do
not find any programs to assist his needs.

Since my dad’s admissions to APH in 9/97 rates have tripled at the Pioneer Homes, making APH twice as 
expensive as most Anchorage assisted living homes. However, with fee increases the Homes continue to 
redefine and cut services, and pass more expense on to the residents. For example, under new regulation all 
handicapped ADRD/Comprehensive residents must provide a traveling companion in order to ride APH’s 
handicapped bus to their medical appointments. Under the stipend program my dad is only allowed $ 100 
per month to cover his needs; I must supplement this since this is not enough. He cannot pay the $25+ 
charge for a companion. I do not see how I can, with a documented back injury, be his companion and push 
his chair and carry my baby at the same time. As a single mom, I cannot pay this additional cost. If APH 
has enough staff to transport residents for shopping events or the State Fair, why are they lacking staff for 
important medical transportation? Why are only the handicapped Pioneer Home residents forced to pay this 
additional expense/get family assistance to supplement short staffing? Where are the funds in your safety 
net programs to pay for this?

My father is physically handicapped and mentally challenged with dementia. Prior to admission, we were 
told APH was the premier assisted living dementia facility, which would provide Individualized physical 
therapy and medical care to meet my dad’s needs, and that he could age in place without having to move to 
a nursing home. Now, in an email dated 2/25/02 Bill O ’Connor, Administrator states that because APH is 
an assisted living home it does "not provide intensive medical services, such as skilled PT or rehabilitative 
PT to residents. Such skilled health care can be provided off premises, as is the case for Mr. Margcson 
with Providence Outpatient Physical Therapy”. However, without transportation, my dad cannot attend 
physical therapy off premises. Furthermore, if my dad were receiving adequate exercise/ daily range of 
motion he would not need rehabilitath’n physical therapy (HCFA says becoming immobile is an indication 
o f  neglect). Because the Home does • . provide the promised services, my twice daily visits are spent 
massaging my dad’s painfUl hand contractures, providing range of motion exercises, providing standing 
therapy, providing hydration, providing activity/cxcrcisc such as ball tossing, and feeding him; there is little 
time to simply relax and be his daughter. The Home continues to hire administrators, and cut the direct care 
CNA staff. Whh diminished services, free access to medical transportation is crucial.

My dad needs funding to pay for the administration of his nutritional supplements -  a service promised in 
writing prior to admission, but no longer provided. This service is provided by other assisted living homes, 
nursing homes, and the hospital, when doctored ordered, which is the case with my father. I have hired a 
health care provider at a nominal amount to provide this service. A small portion of my dad’s $2000 social

Dear Governor Murkowski;



security benefit would cover the cost, but the Pioneer Homes will allow him to use these funds for medical 
expenses. There is a grant program available to residents on the stipend, but my dad has been repeatedly 
denied funding. The Permanent Fund, which is his “safety net”, has been spent to pay for this service; his 
2003 Permanent Fund is also spent, and he is destitute with no funds to pay for the service. By statute, a 
resident is allowed to choose his medical care and provider. My dad, son of Welsh-English immigrants, has 
taken nutritional supplements all of his life. At my dad’s Care Conference 9/14/01, APH administration 
took away the administration of these supplements, which they had administered since 1997, claiming that 
Nursing Board Minutes dated Dec. 1998 precluded them from providing that service. Long-term Care 
Ombudsman J.R. Richards, Esq. termed this taking away of services (administering nutritional 
supplements, and transportation to Outpatient PT) retaliation for the Violation the Pioneer Home received 
on 8/21/01.1 believe this was the Home’s first Violation: my handicapped father, who cannot talk/push a 
call button/summon help, was left painfully restrained on a portable commode for one hour, as documented 
by video.

APH has pressured my dad’s physician to caned the order for his nutritional supplements, which she has 
reft'iff * uo because of the health benefits to my dad. Where, in your Safety Net Programs are there 
fun ̂  to pay his health care provider for continued service?

My father, an All-American soccer player, suffers pain from past injuries -  for years the ortboped 
successfully prescribed use of APH’s whirlpool/Jacuzzi for pain management. Without this service, my 
dad's brow is furrowed in pain, and he sleeps fitfully. APH’s recent remodel replaced the whirlpool with 
expensive hi-tech sonic skin scaler tubs, v/hich do not provide whirlpool pain management benefits.
Without medical transportation, I have beer unable to determine if ray dad should find an off-premise 
Jacuzzi, seek massage therapy, or take pain medication, which the doctor is reluctant to prescribe because 
of possible interactions with other medications. Cost of additional medications/services will increase 
stipend debt for the Pioneer Homes. Replacing the sonic skin scaler tub with the whirlpool is a cost- 
effective kinder Eden-like way of treating our Seniors. Are there funds available in your Safety Net for my 
dad's pain management Jacuzzi?

Budget cutting is necessary, but not at the expense of care for our Seniors. Hiring more administrators and 
cutting direct care/providing insufficient direct care staff is not the way we should treat Alaskans. 
Trimming the budget should mean prioritizing services -  certainly, a resident should not be denied medical 
care. How we treat our elders defines the type of care we will receive in our old age. My dad is a proud 
Veteran - 1 hope your Safety Net Programs can provide immediate assistance and save him ffom the 
embarrassment of seeking funds through church or VFW fundraisers to pay for his medical needs: medical 
transportation, administration of nutritional supplements, and pain management whirlpool/Jacuzzi therapy. 
I appreciate your time and look forward to a response from you regarding these issues.

CC: Loren Leman, Lt. Governor Sincerely,
Senator Hollis French 
Senator Eric Croft 
Senator Lyda Green
Senator Gary Wilkens Ret. Lt Commander William Margeson
Senator Fred Dyson
Senator Gretchen Guess
Representative Ethan Berkowrtz
Representative Les Gara
Representative Con Bunde
Representative Max Grueoberg
Commissioner Craig Campbell, Dept Military & Veteran Affairs 
Ron Cowan, Office of the Long-term Care Ombudsman 
CARING
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P.O . Box 70773 F a irb a n k s ,  AK 99707 A p r i l  10,2003

S e n a to r  Gary W ilken S t a t e  C a p i to l  B u i ld in g  
Ju n eau , A la sk a
Dear Gary W ilk in :
I  a p p re c ia te  you r l e t t e r  o f  March 24, p re s e n t in g  you r q u e s t io n s  abou t e l im in a t io n  o f  th e  L o n g e v ity  Bonus Program .
1] How d id  we g e t  he re?

A la sk a  i s  a s t r a n g e  s t a t e .  Someone wanted to  rew ard  o ld e r  r e s id e n t s  who had been r e s id e n t s  f o r  35 [? J y e a r s ,  p resum ­a b ly  because th e y  had s tu c k  by th e  t e r r i t o r y  and s t a t e  and h e lp ed  to  make i t  what i t  was. Then someone e l s e  y e l le d  
t h a t  was u n f a i r ,  th e  c o u r t s  upheld  th e  o p in io n , and anyone 65 o r  o ld e r  became e l i g i b l e .  I  was one o f  th e  l a t t e r .  I  had a tw in ge  o f  c o n sc ie n c e , h av in g  done n o th in g  to  m e r i t  th e  
check , b u t $250. was a g r e a t  b o o s t to  independence, d i f f i c u l t  
to  r e fu s e .

2] What i s  th e  p r o f i l e  o f  th e  r e c ip ie n t s ?
I  have no id e a . Some a re  d o u b tle s s  saved from  d e s t i t u t i o n .  Some p ro b ab ly  would n o t m iss th e  $250. o r  l e s s e r  amounts now is s u e d .  Some, l i k e  me, a re  a b le  to  in d u lg e  in  e x t r a s  l i k e  a t i c k e t  to  an A r t s  A s s o c ia t io n  p e rfo rm ance , a c o n t r ib u t io n  to  a lo c a l  c h a r i t y ,  a Fax to  my l e g i s l a t o r .  As to  how to  d e te rm in e  who would be n e g a t iv e ly  a f f e c te d  by e l im in a t io n  o f 
th e  L o n g e v i ty  Bonus, I  le a v e  t h a t  to  th o se  who know how.

3] Shou ld th e  program  be "n e e d s -b a sed "?
S u re . T h e re  a re  s ta n d a rd  p o v e r ty  l e v e l s .  The a p p l ic a n t  would su bm it a copy o f  h i s / h e r  ta x  r e tu r n  o r  a f f i d a v i t  v e r i f y i n g  h i s  income.4] Shou ld  we do a ra p id  wind-down o f  th e  program  v s .  j u s t  
c u t t in g  i t  o f f ?
Maybe. I  d o n ' t  l i k e  th e  id e a .

5] I f  we a re  go in g  to  c o n tin u e  th e  p rogram , where sh ou ld  we 
g e t  th e  revenue  to  fund  i t ?
S t a t e  income t a x .  I  d o n ' t  a g re e  w ith  Governor M u rkow sk i's 
reason f n r  r e jp r . f ln n ,  whlnh i s  th a t Rtatftfi th a t have an income ta x  have no t done w e ll f i s c a l l y .  A la sk a  cou ld  have an income ta x  based on a p e rc en ta g e  o f  th e  f e d e r a l  t a x .New r e s id e n t s  would, in  e f f e c t ,  be p ay in g  som eth ing to  o f f ­s e t  th e  in c r e a s in g  c o s t s  o f  s e r v ic e s  and th e  PFD. Non­r e s id e n t  w o rke rs would c o n tr ib u te  a s iz e a b le  s h a re .

Thank you f o r  th e  o p p o r tu n i ty  to  have a s a y .
Helen Womack
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I  Woolltd i.liJce to  e x p re s s  my v iew s  on th e  G o v e rn o rs  r e q u e s t "  to  end 
th e  L o n g e v i ty  Bonus p ro g ram .
I  have w r i t t e n  to  th e  G ove rno r and r e c e iv e d  h i s  s ta e m e n ts  on th e  
P ro g ram .He i s  u s in g  th e  much o v e ru s e d , a b u se d , and in an e  e x cu se  t h a t  t h i s
i s  u n f a i r .  T h i s  re a so n  cab be advanced  f o r  e v e ry  p o s s i b l e  p rog ram
o r  a c t io n  t h a t  can be ta k e n .  I t  a l l  d epend s on y o u r p e r s o n a l  
c i r c u m s ta n c e .  E v e r y th in g  p ro p o se d  b r in g s  p r o t e s t s ,  c o u r t  a c t i o n s  
e t c .he g o v e rn o r  s a y s  among o th e r  t h i n g s  v e ry  few  o f  th e  o r i g i n a l  
p io n e e r s  whom th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  s o u g h t to  b e n i f i t  in  1972 a rc  among 
th e  p r e s e n t  g ro u p . I  am one o f  them  s in v c  I  a r r i v e d  in  A la sk a  in '
May 1943.
I f  th e  p ro g ram  had c o n tin u e d  a s  i t  was f i r s t  s e t  up th e  c o s t  would
be q u i t e  low by now s in c e  many o f  u s h ave p a s se d  on .
A man and w i fe ,  young sm a r t -A le c  s t t o r n e y s  saww t h e i  chance to  make 
a l a r g e  advance  f o r  th e m s e lv e s .  They c la im ed  t h a t  th e  p ro g ram  was 
u n f a i r  and s o ,  in  th e  s t a t e  s o u r t s ,  th e  p ro g ram  was changed so  t h a t  
a l l  p e r s o n s  o v e r  65 who h a s  l i v e d  in  A la s k a  f o r  more th an  one 
y e a r  sh o u ld  be e n t i t l e d  to  th e  bonus p a ym en ts . They su cceeded  in  
t h i e r  e n d e a v o r . Were th e y  p e r s o n a l l y  rew a rd ed  f o r  t h i s .  You b e t t e r  
b e l i e v e  th e y  w e re . Were we o ld  t im e r s  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  t h i s ?  C e r t a i n l y  
n o t .  Then many p eo p le  s e e in g  a way to  g e t  money s e n t  f o r  t h e i r  
s e n io r  r e l a t i v e s  to  come to  A la s k a  to  g e t  in  on th e  p aym en ts .
Were u s o ld  t im e e r s  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  t h a t ?
S in c e e  t h i s  r a i s e d  th e  c o s t s  g r e a t l y  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  worked o u t a p la n  
tp  ph a se  o u t th e  p ro g ram . Thus t h e r e  a re  some who g e t  a l e s s e r  
am on t, and th o s e  who became 65 a f t e r  Decern] ?r 3 1 s t 1996 were n o t 
e l i g i b l e  th u s  b e g in n in g  a p h a se o u t o f  th e  p rog ram  a s  th o s e  wwho 
w ere  g e t t i n g  b onu se s l e f t  o r  p a s se d  a w a y . . A ga in  th e  g i v e r n o r  p o in t s  
o u t t h a t  t h i s  i s  u n f a i r .
My o p in io n  i s  t h a t  t h i s  i s  aCheap S h o t .  A q u ic k  and e a sy  way to  
re d u c e  s t a t e  sp e n d in g  b e c au se  i t  a f f e c t s  o n ly  a v e r y  sm a ll  number 
o f  v o t e r s .  M ost o f  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  c o u ld  c a re  l e s s .
L e t  me showw you how s i l l y  t h i s  NOT FA IR  id e a  i s .
When th e  b ig  o i l  s t r i k e  was made th e  s t a t e  r e c ie v e d  n in e  hund red  
M i l l i o n  in  l e a s e  money. T h s i  was more th a n  o u r w i ld e s t  d re am s.
One o f  o u r l e g i s l a t o r s ,  from  Homer, s a id  t h a t  we sh o u ld  sa v e  i t  
a l l  and u se  th e  i n t e r e s t  to  h e lp  pay s t a t e  c o s t s .  Of c o u rs e  he 
was ig n o r e d .  I F  he had been l i s t e n e d  to  a t  th e  t im e  o u r p e rm anen t 
fu nd  would to d a y  be a b le  to  fu n d  e v e r y th in g  we c o u ld  p o s s ib l y  
n e ed . I n s t e a d  we u sed  th e  su b se q u e n t income f o r  e v ry  p o s s i b l e  
dumb id e a  t h a t  c o u ld  be th o u g h t o f .  Did we o ld  t im e r s  do t h i s ?
A few  exam p le s would be th e  fa rm in g  p r o j e c t ,  th e  D a iry  p r o j e c t ,  
th e  e x p o r t  id e a s .

S e n a t o r  S t e v e n s
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I t  was n o t lo n g  b e fo r e  th e  s t a t e  was s p e n d in g  a l l  o f  th e  huge o i l  
income b u t t h a t  was n o t enou gh ,T h en  th e y  began sp e n d in g  n o t from  
w hat had been r e c e iv e d  from  th e  y e a r  b e fo r e  b u t from  w ha t wwas 
c o r r e n t l y  com ing i n .  The i t  was a n t i c i p a t e d  incom e, th e n iu  was 
s e l l i n g  onds w h ich  m ean t t h a t  th e  i n t e r e s t  in c r e a s e d  th e  t o t a l  
c o s t s .
I  do n o t know w hat happened in  th e  r e s t  o f  th e  s t a t e  b u t I  saw 
some o f  th e  id io c y  in  A n cho ra g e . The P e r fo rm in g  A r t s  C e n te r  b u i l t  
a t  a h o r re n d o u s  c o s t  w ith  su ch  i te m s  a s  th e  n o to r io u s  and v e ry  
c o s t l y  r o o f  c o a t in g  w h ich  r e q u i r e d  m a jo t r e p a i r ,  S p e c ia l  
c a r p e t i n g  t h a t  make one w idh to  th ro w  up j u s t  lo o k in g  a t  i t .
Then more r e c e n t l y  th e y  s p e n t  a l a r g e  sum to  p u t in  a s k y  b r id g e
from  th e  Egan c e n te r  w hich i s  v e r y  s p a r s l y  u se d . A ls o  when th e  
TAC was com p le ted  in s p e c to r  found  t h a t  many, c o s t l y ,  c o r r e c t i o n s  
w ere needed . Why w ere th e s e  n o t done a s  i t  was b e in g  b u i l t ?
Then th e r e  i s  th e  Egan C e n te r .  A g a in  a v e r y  e x p e n s iv e  b u i ld in g  
t h a t  o p e r a te s  a t  a l o s s .  I t  c o s t s  so  much f o r  sp a c e  i n i t  t h a t  
i t  i s  empty a l o t  o f  th e  t im e . The S u l l i v a n  A rena  an che Ben 
Boeke Ic e  A re n a . Do th e y  pay t h e i r  way? The S u l l i v a n  h a s  to  h ave 
e x te n s i v e  work d on e . Why? b e c au se  some s tu p id  j e r k s  u« c id e d  to  
b u i ld  in  a f lo o d  p l a i n .  Were we o ld  t im e r s  r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  any o f  
t h i s ?
T h e re  i s  a v e r y  l a r g e  b u i ld in g  n o t f a r  from  w here we l i v e ,  F o r 
a lo n g  t im e  no one knew what i t  w a s . We f i n a l l y  fo und  o u t i t  was
su ppo sed  to  be a f i s h  p r o c e s s in g  p l a n t  and a l o t  o f  s t a t e  money
was in v e s te d  in  i t  b u t i t  was and i s  a f a i l u r e .  I  h ave  b e Qn t o ld  t h a t  
a sm a l l  p e r t  o f  i t  i s  noww b e in g  u sed  b u t th e  s t a t e  h a s  r e c e n t l y  
p ou red  a n o th e r la r g e e  sum in to  i t .  D id we o ld  t im e r s  do t h i s ?
A n o th e r o n go in g  p r o j e e c t  i s  th e  e x te n s io n  o f  th e  A ncho rage  
C o a s ta l  T r a i l .  I  am t l d  t h a t  t h i s  w i l l  c o s t  a n o th e r  t h i r t y  se v e n  
m i l l i o n  d o l l a r s ,  Some s a y  i t  w i l l  be m o re . T h i s ,  a s  in  th e  
fo r e g o in g  e x am p le s w i l l  be u sed  by o n ly  a sm a l l  segm en t o f  th e  
p o p u la t io n .  I s  t h a t  F a i r ?  A t 85 and 79 do you t h in k  t h a t  my w i fe  
and I  w i l l  be fo u n d  jo g g in g  th e  l e n g th  o f  t h a t  t r a i l  and m e e tin g  o th e r  
s e n io r s  on i t ?  Of c o u r s e  we have th e  e q u a l r i g h t  o f  a c c e s s  b u t 
you a re  n o t g o in g  to  s e e  more th a n  a sm a l l  p o r t i o n o f  th e  y o u n g e r 
c i t i z e n s  u s in g  i t .
I  d r ib e  a 1996 F o rd  R a n g e r . I  s e e  t h a t  some f o l k s  can d r i v e  a 
C a d i l l a c  o r  a Hummer. I s  t h a t  F a i r ?
I  hope t h a t  by now you w i l l  be a b le  to  u n d e rs ta n d  how s i l l y  t h i s  
" F a i r "  id e a  i s .  T h i s  i s  n o t a " F a i r "  w o rld  and n e v e r  h a s  b e en , and 
n e v e r  w i l l  b e . As I  s e e  i t  th e  s t a t e  o f  A la s k a  made a com m itm ent 
to  u s and a s  lomg a s  you a l l  s e e  f i t  to  pou r huge sume i n to  
r i d i c u 1ous and w o r th l e s s  p r o j e c t s  I  t h in k  t h a t  you sh o u ld  c o n t in u e  
to  f u l f i l  y c n r  p ro m is e s  to  us p io n e e r s  f o r  w h a te v e r amount o f t im e  
we may have  l e f t .
I  h ave  been r e t i r e d  s in c e  1977. My M ed ic a re  and H e a lth  b e n e f i t s
c o s t  $124 p e r m o n th .In  a d d i t io n  each  p r e s c r i p t i o n  b r i n g s  a n o th e r  
$35 c h a rg e .  No d e n ta l  c o v e ra g e . N o th in g  fo e  h e a r in g  a id s  a t  $6400.
No c iv e r a g e  f o r  g l a s s e s .
I  h ave  been a b le  to  make d o n a t io n s  to  c h r i t a b l e  c a u se s  and to
R e p u b lic a n  a c t i v i t i e s  b u t t h a t  c o u ld  c h an g e .
I  w i l l  make c o p ie s  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  an', send  them to  y o u r f in a n c e  
c o m m itte e  m em bers. I  hope t h a t  you w i l l  h ave  t im  e to  c o n s id e r  i t .

N o rv a l M. Kane3140 W 79 th  Ave 
A ncho rage ,A K  99502-4406
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I  am u s in g  a ty p e  . r o t e r  b e c a u se  a t  85 my penm an sh ip  i s - n o t ” V e ry  g ,o d .  
Y ou r e f f o r t s  to  b a la n c e  th e  s t a t e  b u d g e t in c lu d e s  th e  e l im in a t i o n  o f  
L o n g e v i ty  p aym en ts to  s e n io r  c i t i z e n s .  As a r e c i p i e n t  o f  t h a t  p ro g ram  
I  r e s p e c t f u l l y  d i s a g r e e  w i th  t h a t  id e a .
I  came to  A la s k a  in  May, 1943. I  was em p loyed  by th e  US Navy a s  an 
a i r c r a f t  m echan ic  a t  P e n s a c o la .  A new N ava l A i r  S t a t i o n  was b e in g  
opened a t  K o d ia k . One o th e r  man and m y s e l f  o f f e r e d  to  go t h e r e  to  
h e lp  o p e r a te  th e  g a c i l i t y .  Among o th e r  t h i n g s  I  became an e x p e r t  on 
th e  PBY C a t a l in a  am ph ib ian  p l a n e s .  In  1945 I  was in d u c te d  i n t o  th e  
US Army and s e n t  to  F o r t  R ic h a rd s o n .  I  was th e n  a s s i g n e d  to  a i r c r a f t '  
r e p a i r  a t  E lm e n d o r f .  A t t h a t  t im e  th e  1 0 th  A i r  R e scu e  Sq u ad ro n  was 
u s in g  PBY s, In  th e  AAF t h e t  w ere  c a l l e d  O A -lO s. B e c au se  o f  my 
e x p e r ie n c e  w i th  th e  p la n e s  I  was in  c h a rg e  o f  a c rew  w o rk in g  on th em . 
A f t e r  d i s c h a r g e  in  1Q47 I  w en t b ack  to  th e  N ava l s t a t i o n  a t  K o d ia k .
In  1950 I  t r a n s f e r r e d  to  E lm e n d o r f to  w ork f o r  th e  A i r  F o rc e .  T h i s '  
o f  c o u se  was C i v i l  S e r v i c e .  I  was in  F l i g h t  T e s t  u n t i l  1952 when 
I  c o m p le te d  t r a i n i n g  in  A i r c r a f t  W e igh t and B a la n c e . I  was th e n  
a p p o in te d  a s  th e  A i r c r a f t  WWeight & b a la n c e  I n s p e c to r  f o r  E lm e n d o r f .
I  was r e s p o n s ib l e  f o r  t h a t  p a r t  o f  a i r c r a f t  s a f e t y  f o r  an a v e ra g e  o f  
90 to  100 a i r c r a f t  s t a t i o n e d  a t  E lm e n d o r f .  I  f o r g e t  to  m e tio n  t h a t  
w h i le  in  th e  AAF a t  E lm e n d o r f my a i r c r a f t  i n s p e c to r  was W a lly  H ic k e l .
I  m a in ta in e d  th e  W eigh t and B a la n c e  r e c o rd s  and ew quipm ent a s  w e l l  
a s  th e  m ic ro f i lm e d  e n g in e e r in g  l i b r a r y .
I  r e t i r e d  in  1977 q it'n  a t o t a l  o f  35 y e a r s  10 m on th s o f  com nined 
s e r v i c e .
You know a s  w i l l  a s  I  t h a t  th e  y e a r s  a s  a t e r r i t o r y  and th e  e a r l y  
y e a r s  o f  s ta te h o o d  p re s e n te d  a l o t  o f  d i f f i c u l t i e s .  W ith  th e  
d i s c o v e r y  o f  o i l  on th e  s lo p e  t h i n g s  changed  a l o t .  T h a t f i r s t  
900 m i l l i o n  was more th a n  had been  dream ed o f .  A r e p r e s n t a t i v e  
from  Home, Mr H i l l s t r a n d  a d v is e d  a g a i n s t  s p e n d in g  any o f  i t .  We 
sh o u ld  o n v e s t  i t  and u s r  th e  i n t e r e s t .  They in v e s te d  some and d id  
a bad jo b  s in c e  th e y  q u ic k ly  l o s t  a b o u t a t h i r d  o f  i t .  I t  h a s  been  
t h a t  way e v e r  s in c e .  G ove rn o r Hammond g o t  soem o f  th e  m ess s t a i g h t e n e d  
o u t so  we a re  b e t t e r  o f f  th a n  we would h ave  b e e . How ever, one 
enorm ous b oondo gg le  a f t e r  a n o th e r  h a s  w a s te d  b i l l i o n s .  My I  p o in t  
o u t t h a t  th e  s e n io r  c i t i z e n s  d id  n o t  c a u se  t h i s  to  h appen .
In  A n cho rage  ( I  do n o t know w ha t happened  in  o th e r  to w n s ) we b u i l t '
th e  PAC, The Eagan  C e n te r ,  The S u l l i v a n  and Ben Boeke a re n a s  among 
o th e r  p r o j e c t s .  A l l  o f  t h e s e  c o s t  more t o  o p e ra te  th a n  th e y  b r i n g  
i n .  How c lo s e  th e y  a re  to  b e in g  p a id  f o r  we do n o t know.
W ith  huge am oun ts o f  o i l  money com ing in  th e  pow ers t h a t  be in  o u r 
s t a t e  managed to  spend i t  a l l ,  th e n  s t a r t e d  sp e n d in g  on w hat was 
com ing in  n e x t  y e a r .  T h a t was n o t enough so  th e y  s t a r t e d  s e l l i n g  
bonds to  m ee t t h e i r  p r o j e c t s  a im s . T h a t means t h a t  ypu h ave  to  pay
i n t e r e s t  on them . A com p le t l o a s s  any way you lo o k  a t  i t .
A g a in , r e t i r e d  s e n io r s  d id  n o t c a u se  t h i s .
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The g r a i n  r a s i s i n g  p r o j e c t ,  th e  D a iry  P r o j e c t ,  and s e v e r a l  o t h e r s  
a r e  e x am p le s  o f  m a s s iv e  e r r o r s .  The l a t e s  one in  A ncho rage  i s  
th e  e x p e n s iv e  and so  f a r  u s e l e s s  f i s h  p r o c e s s in g  b u i ld in g  w h ich  
i s  c o s t i n g  a l a r g e  amount o f  money.
The L o n g e v i ty  bonus s y s tem  was a sn  i s  a g r e a t  h e lp  to  s e n i o r s .
Of co u se  i f  t h a t  had been l e f t  a lo n e  th e  am oun ts needed w ou ls h ave  
been much re d u c ed  by now a s  th e  r e c i p i e n t s  p a s se d  away. B u t a 
c o u p le  o f  sm a r t  a le c k : law w ye rs d e c id e d  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t f a i r  
and t h a t  anyone who had l i v e d  in  A la s k a  f o r  one y e a r  sh o u ld  a l s o  be 
e n t i t l e d  to  i t .  F a i r ,  d epends upon who i s  t a l k i n g  a b o u t i t .
T h i s  h a s  n e v e r  been and n e v e r  w i l l  be a F i a r  w o r ld .
T h i s  p ro p o s a l  i s  g o in g  to  s a v e  th e  s t a t e  47 m i l l i o n  a y e a r .  I  
fd o u b t t h a t  v e r y  much. T h a t money, and th e  y e a r l y  d iv id e n d  
p aym en ts a r e  re g a rd e d  a s  income by th e  F e d e r a l  G iv e rnm en t and th u s  
t a x e s  m u st be p a id  on them .
The s e n i o r s  wwho a re  g e t t i n g  th e  L o n g e v i ty  Bonus u se  and spend  t h a t  
money th u s  c o n y t r ib u t im n g  to  th e  b u s in e s s  econpmy. In  a d d i t io n  
th e y  a l s o  sp end  a d d i t i o n a l  am oun ts o f  w h a te v e r  fu n d s  th e y  have  
a v a i l a b l e .
In  my p e r s o n a l  c a s e  i  do n o t g e t  S o c ia l  s e c u r i t y ,  j u s t  my r e t i r e m e n t  
fu n d s .  I  do h ave  M ed ic a re  and B lu e  C ro s s  c o v e ra g e  due to  th e  f a c t  
t h a t  my w i fe  was q u a l i f i e d .  I  l o s t  D o ro th y  to  c a n c e r in  1998.
We had been  lo n g  t im e  f r i e n d s  o f  J im  and Je a n  P o o r . Je a n  l o s t  
J im  to  h e a r t  p ro b lem s some tim e  b a c k . We have  s in c e  g o t t e n  t o g e th e r  
to  h e lp  e ach  o th e r  and we g o t  m a r r ie d  on S e p t  24, 2001.
My m o n th ly  r e t i r e m e n t  i s  re d u c ed  by $58.70 to  M ed ic a re  and $98.93 
to  B lu e  C r o s s .  In  a d d i t io n  B lu e  C ro s s  ( MEDCO) c h a rg e s  and a d d i t i o n a l  
$35 f o r  e ach  p r e s c r i p t i o n  th e y  f i l l .  Je a n  and I  each  pay j u s t  u n d e r 
$3000 each  y e a r  f o r  lo n g  c a re  in s u r a n c e .  T h i s  w i l l  ty e n d  to  keep  
u s from  l o s i n g  e v e r y th in g  and becom ing p a u p e rs  f o r  th e  s t a t e  to  
s u p p o r t  in  c a se  we do r e q u i r e  t h a t  s o r t  o f  h e lp .
The th o u g h t  i s  t h a t  s e n io r s  do n o t  pay  t a x e s .  L e t  me p o in t  o u t 
t h a t  a l l  b u s in e s s e s  pay t a x e s .  A u s in e s s  m u st make a p r o f i t  o r  
go u n d e r .  T h a t means t h a t  e v e ry  p u rc h a s e ,  no m a t te r  what i t  i s ,  
m u st pay more so  t h a t  th e  b u s in e s s  can  pay i t s  t a x e s  and s u r v i v e .
As f o r  g e t t i n g  a lo n g  w i th o u t  a v e h i c l e  t h a t  i s  n o t an o p t io n  in  
A ncho rage  w h ich  i s  d e s ig n e d  f o r  .hem. Bus s y s tem  i s  t o t a l l y  
in a d e q u a te  to  accommodate th e  need f o r  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .  We c o u ld  
n o t a f f o r d  to  have  a r e a l l y  u s e a b le  s y s te m  su ch  a s  in  S e a t t l e .
I  m u st a l s o  pay my own d e n ta l  w o rk . J u s t  had my h e a r in g  t e s t e d .
The new h e a r in g  a id s  a re  p r ic e d  a t  $7400. No c o v e ra g e  f o r  t h a t  
e i t h e r .
One o f  th e  b ig  t o p i c s  r i g h t  now in  A ncho rage  i s  th e  C o a s ta l  T r a i l  
E x t e n s io n .  I  am t l d  t h a t  t h i e  w i l l  c o s t  $37 m i l l i o n .  T h i s  w i l l  be 
u sed  by o n ly  a sm a l l  p e r c e n t  o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  j u s t  a s  th e  t r a i l s  
a re  u sed  now. Eno rm ouse sums a re  a sk e d  f o r  s c h o o l s .  S c h h o ls  in  
w h ich  v a n d a l ism  i s  ram p an t. S c h o o ls  a l s o  m ust spend  tim e  and 
money on s e c u r i t y  and now even  th r e e  o f  th e  l o c a l  h ig h  c h o o ls  a r e  
to p  have  two p o l i c e  o f f i c e r s  s a t i o n e d  in  them . None o f  t h i s  sh o u ld  
be n e c e s s a r y .
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I  am a lo n g  t im e  R e p u b lic a n  and do n o t in te n d  to  c h an g e . To th e  b e s t  
o f  my a b i l i t y  I  h ave  c o n t r ib u t e d  o f t e n  to  may R e p u b lic a n  a c t i v i t i e s .  
You w i l l  f i n d  my name in  a l o t  o f  t h e i r  r e c o r d s ,  The RNC, th e  NRCC, 
C o n t r i b u t i o n s  to  o u r US C o n g re s s io n a l  team  e t c .  I  h ave  even 
r e c ie v d  fo rm a l  i n v i t a t i o n s  to  W h ite  House d i n n e r s .  T h e se  o f  c o u r s e  
a r e  im p o s s ib le  f o r  u s to  a t t e n d ,  we c a n n o t a f f o r d  su ch  c o s s t s .
My c o n t r i b u t i o n s  c a n n o t be l a r g e  on e s b u t  e v e r y  b i t  doe s h e lp .
I  v o te d  f o r  you and would g l a d l y  do so  a g a in .  However I  am n o t 
s u r e  t h a t  I  c o u ld  s p a re  fu n d s  f o r  p o l i t i c a l  d o n a t io n s  to  c o n t in u e .
I f  we s e n io r  c i t i z e n s  a r e  n o t c a r r y i n g  o u r s h a r e  o f  th e  b u rd en  
n e i t h e r  a r e  we th e  c a u se  o f  th e  p ro b le m s . T h e re  a r e  some who w ish  
t h a t  we s h o u ld  a l l  go away and d ie  som ewhere e l s e .  I  do n o t in te n d  
to  le a v e  A la s k a .
I  t h in k  t h a t  you made a n e x c e l l e n t  c h o ic e  in  a p p o in y in g  y o u r 
d a u g h te r  t o  become a US S e n a to r .  I  c e r t a i n l y  d i s a g r e e  w ith  h e r  
th o u g h t s  on a few  t h in g s  b u t  I  b e l i e v e  sh e  w i l l  be a m ost 
e x c e l l e n t  and i n t e l l i g e n t  s e n a to r  and th u s  I  w i l l  s u p p o r t  h e r .
I  do n o t know w hat pow er you have a s  g o v e rn o r  b u t  I  do hope t h a t  
you can  f i n d  a way to  s to p  some o f  th e  t h i n g s  t h a t  a re  g o in g  on .
I  would hope t h a t  you c o u ld  f i n d  so m e th in g  b e t t e r  t h a t  th e  s e n io r s  
bonus to  c lo o s  down. I  do n o t t h in k  t h a t  u n a t w i l l  r e s u l t  in  th e  
s a v in g s  you h ave  been  le d  to  b e l i e v e  would h app en .

3140 W 7 9 th  Ave
A n ch o ra g e , A la s k a  99502-4406
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Apr-20-03 14:47 From-SMITH BROADCASTING

To: Senator Lyda Green 
Cc: Senator Wilken and other members of the Fiance Committee 
From: Carter Crawford, concerned constituent and ardent supporter of our 

Interior delegation, especially our Senators!
RE: Human Services Matching Grant and Longevity Bonus

Please hold to the Senate position and cut tl e Bonus. My thoughts:

Like the PFD, it is a bonus not an entitlement
You may have heard from 500 to up to 1000 seniors who want it left in. Where are 
the 16,500 who get it who are not complaining? They are accepting it.
Of those in real need, they can get it from the state. Even if that cost S17M you still 
save S30M
This issue has a lot to do with the name. What if the state had called it Senior State 
Assistance, or Senior Welfare replacement or Senior Living Coupons? Then 
according to most of the protesters that would be beneath their dignity and they 
would not have cashed the checks.

In every other state and for all of us for whom this gift is not available, we have had 
to plan without it, and even to think maybe no social security. I do not think we 
should be rewarding those who did not plan, used the state for their support and 
never gave a thought to the fact that a bonus is not a state welfare requirement

Finally I am amused these folks threaten to leave the state. Where are they going to 
go? If they can not afford the loss, how and where are going to move. Again, they 
have not planned or they would realize their tax obligation outside is going to 
double at the least and more likely quadruple.

Read the latest AARP Magazine and see how seniors in Colorado are coping with an 
unexpected and dramatic increase in property taxes. They are showing me the kind 
of grit and ingenuity I  thought our seniors had.

O f the S30M savings PLEASE reconsider your position on the Matching Grant. I 
am a fiscally conservative somewhat moderate Republican and when I sav this is the 
state’s best investment I  mean it. You save money, a lot of money bv giving just 
S1.7M to the non-profits. They do the work for you and more important they build 
programs that reduce and even eliminate the need for welfare from the state. It is 
the best model for a state, municipality and local business partnership you have.
And it should be used as the model for more state programs.

9074568225 T-162
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Also keep in mind that several agencies support the very seniors who are 
complaining to you now about the Bonus!

You want to cut state spending first. This is the best way to accomplish this.

Also I am going to commit political heresy and tell you to hold the line on education. 
I understand a group is meeting Wed night that has facts and figures on the waste 
and abuse in administration. I  want education dollars to go to programs and 
teachers and when the administration costs are the problem then the only way to 
stop it is to not give them any more money and see where they really c u t  They 
threaten by suggesting programs they know will cause a big outcry, but in the end 
they will cut administration. When I went to public school we had no after school 
activities unless the parents wanted to volunteer or send us to private lessons. We 
did not even have sports or exercise until 7th grade. Now we property owners must 
bare the entire cost o f sending miss muffet to trumpet lessons. Give me a break and 
make the parents pay for it.
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Child Find 
of America

:i$95
FNDR $2 ADMIN $6 RES -$ 4
Child Find works to  resolve the 
more thap 20 .000  m issing-child  
cases tha t are reported to  it each 
year. It perform s in-house inves­
tiga tions and m ediates between 
warring  slpouses in  cases involv­
ing children abducted by a par­
ent. Founded in 1980, it  Is the 
only group tha t specifica lly  ta r­
gets the prevention of parental 
abductions, which account for
354,000 of the nearly 1 m illion  
reported bnnual m issing-child 
cases in the country.
ANNUAL REVENUE $253,000 
800-426-5578, www.ctiiWftidofamerlca.org

Children's Defense 
Fund
eb :::& 5 0
ENDR $5 ADMIN $9 RES $35
Under the leadership o f president 
and founder Marian W right Edel- 
man, the Children's Defense Fund 
is a force that legislators Ignore 
at the ir peril, It was the orig ina l 
advocate of the Act to  Leave No 
Cnild Behind—pending leg is la­
tion  tha t strives to provide health 
insurance to 'a ll kids; expand 
Head S tart; increase family-ieave 
tim e; boost the m in im um  wage; 
increase tax benefits 'fo r families, 
pa rticu la rly  those w ith  low 
Incomes; and prevent youthfu l 
offenders from  being locked up 
w ith  adults.
ANNUAL REVENUE $22.2 MIL 
202-628-8787, www.chsdftrotiafitrtjc.org

Child Welfare League 
of America
EHXi$88
FN0R $2 AOMIN $3 RES S8
The League guides 1,155 m em ber 
agencies devoted to im proving 
the lives of a t-risk kids through 
abuse prevention, youth devel­
opment. ch ild  care, adoption and 
foster care programs, and pro­
gram s fo r pregnant and parent­
ing teens. It w rites national 
standards for the agencies and 
helps them  deliver the ir services 
m ore efficiently.
ANNUAL REVENUE $19,1 MIL 
202-6^M52j<ww£wt»;org

'Communities 
in Schools

l z z r;$ 8 9 -
FNDr'$£'A*M1U_£13..
CIS brings c ritica l children's

resources such as health clin ics, 
m entoring programs, rape coun­
seling, and vocational tra in ing to 
where the kids are—school. It has 
come to 2 ,300  schools na tion­
wide, reaching 1.4 m illion  school­
ch ildren, and, in the process, 
free ing teachers to  teach. It was 
co-founded by a school dropout 
in  1977, as Cities in Schools. 
ANNUAL REVENUE $8.9 MIL 
800-247 4S43, WWVXCisnetofg

Family Violence 
Prevention Fund
SHLi$75
FNDR $2 AOMIN $2 RES 522
Thirty-one percent o f Am erican 
wom en say they've been physi­
ca lly o r sexually abused by a 
partner. The Family Violence Pre­
vention Fund is try ing  to stop the 
ho rro r and make life better for 
v ic tim s. It provides translators for 
non-English-speaking victim s, 
advises judges, educates health . 
care professionals, and counsels 
employers of abused workers. 
ANNUAL REVENUE $8.3 MIL 
415-252-8900. www.eiMabuse.org

Girl Scouts 
of the USA 
2 8 2 ”: $34'
FNDR $1 ADMIN $9 RES $5
The prem le i ro u t in g  group for 
g irls  teaches valuable life s' 'Is 
w h ile  bu ild ing self-esteem, It 
nelps 3.7 m illion  girls, ages 5 
to  17. broaden the ir horizons 
through m ath and science in itia ­
tives, sports, environm ental pro­
jects, and contact w ith  h igh- 
profile  wom en such as senators.
It recently introduced new badges 
to reflect what m odern g ir ls  do. 
ANNUAL REVENUE $67.3 MIL 
800-478-7248, www.gMscoutt.org

Girls Inc. 
E8 "J$ 6 3 *
FNOR $12 ADMIN 513 RES $13 
It's  here to make g ir ls  "strong, 
sm art, and b o ld " G irls Inc, pro­
grams prom ote academ ic goals

In econom ic literacy, m ath, and 
science, along w ith  social ones 
such as avoiding pregnancy, 
drugs, and violence. O rig ina lly 
the Girls Clubs of Am erica, s ta rt­
ed in 1864, Girls Inc. redefined 
itse lf in 1990 when the Boys 
Clubs of America expanded to 
include both sexes,
ANNUAL REVENUE $8.9 MIL 
800-374-4475, www-gitlstoe.org

Goodwill Industries 
International
2H5j $84w
FNDR $0.01 AOMIN $15 RES $1
Goodwill helps the unem ployed— 
chiefly the disabled and d isad­
vantaged unem ployed—train for 
and find  jobs, e ither inside Ihe 
organization (runn ing the th rift 
shops whose profits make up half 
its oparating revenue) o r <-utside.' 
To remove barrie rs to  em ploy­
ment, i t  provides ch ild  care, 
transportation, counseling, and 
life-skills  training.
ANNUAL REVENUE $22.3 MIL 
800-664-6577, www.goo4wiH.org

Habitat for Humanity ;
SBC; $65’ •
FNOR $19 ADMIN 54 RES $13
Donors and recipients both make 
an investment in th is feel-good 
program. Donors supply m ateri­
als and some labor: recipients 
put in sweat equ ity for a down 
payment on a home, w ith  an 
average price of $49,000. In 
its fiscal year 2000, Hab ita t fo r 
Hum anity bu ilt 18,468 homes 
worldwide, bring ing its  total to
120,000 since 1976. Having 
fo rm er president J im m y Carter 
so closely identified w ith  the 
pro ject Is a PR coup,
ANNUAL REVENUE $165.1 MIL 
800-422-4828, www.habilat.org

Mothers Against 
Drunk Driving
SHE., j $66
FNDR $14 AOMIN $12 RES $8 
After her 4-year-old died when a

drunk driver rear-ended her car, 
M illie Webb helped s ta rt MAL)u; 
she is now its national president. 
Since 1980, when.MADD was 
founded, its 600-odd chapters 
have lobbied’ successfully fo r the 
passage of 2 ,300 drunk-driving 
and underage-drinking-pneventioii 
laws and created the campaign 
that has made "designated driver" 
a household phrase. In 1980,
28,000 Americans a year were 
killed by drunk drivers, Now that 
number is down to 16,000.
ANNUAL REVENUE $46.9 MIL . 
800-438-6233, wwwmixid.org

Ms. Foundation 
for Women
H O $ 4 7
FNDR $7 ADMIN $10 RES 536
The group is dedicated to helping 
create economic opportun ities 
fo r low-income women by fund­
ing cofnmunity-based organiza­
tions that press fo r be tter wages 
and working conditions. It  assists 
coalitions that push fo r increased 
services for women on welfare 
and backs groups that m on ito r 
domestic-abuse cases. Its flow  o f 
funds to  programs appears low 
due to m ultiyear grants tha t are 
tem porarily  restricted fo r use. 
ANNUAL REVENUE $16.7 MIL 
212-742-2300, www.m3.foun4Hlon.ori

National Center 
for Missing and 
Exploited Children
eb e ::!$83‘
FNDR $4 . AOMIN 53 RES $10
The Center is the b ra inch ild  of 
John Walsh, host of the te levi­
sion program A m e rica 's  M ost 
W anted, whose son Adam was 
abducted and m urdered at age 
6. Founded nearly 20  years ago, 
the Center created the firs t 
nationw ide m lssing-ch ild ren 
em ergency-refponse system by 
coord inating the e fforts  of law 
enforcement agencies, leg is la ­
tors, educators, and tne pub lic . 
More than 16.000 reta il stores 
such as W al-M art and Home 
Depot, as well as museums and
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^  s e * a t ° A *  ^ e ew  1 ° '  co" c c & 0°^ _ • Eva Lyn M. Casey
^ c t 1 '  8 4 8 0  J « w e l  L a k e  R d *• • Anchorage / AK 99502

.? a65 ' 907 243 8530
March 29, 2003

S e n a to r  John  CowdreyMember, S en a te  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  Committee Member, S e n a te  F in an ce  Subcomm itteere  Governor Rss B i l l  to  F re e z eEl i g i b i l i t y f o r  & Fund 
E e a r  S e n a to r  Cowdrey: lo n g e v i ty  P rogram  2004
P le a s e  c o n s id e r  th e  s u g g e s t io n s  in  my l e t t e r ^ a n d ^ i t ' s 
a tta c h m en ts  even though  I  am n o t from  you r d i s t r i c t .
Your rem a rk s d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  com m ittee h e a r in g  on SB 117 cau se  me to  b e l ie v e  you would be among th o se  L e g i s l a t o r s  
most l i k e l y  to  u n d e rs ta n d  th a t  a b i l l  such a s  th a t  s u g e s te d  below would we a humane and r a t i o n a l  way to  t r e a t  th e  c r i s i s  t h a t  looms o ve r a l l  o f  u s t r u l y  dependent on th e  payments we re c e iv e — and g e t  th e  Governor and th e  R epub lic an  m a jo r i ty  o f f  th e  h o t 6 ea t th e  i s s u e  has 
c r e a te d .
o r f i r s t  im po rtan ce  to  th e  p rog ram ’ s p re s e n t  b e n e f i c i a r i e s  
i s ,  o f  c o u rs e , " p u t t in g  fu n d in g  f o r  th e  f i s c a l  y e a r  t h a t  b e g in s  J u l y  i s tV  2003, in  p la c e . You have hea rd  a g r e a t  
cTeal a l r e a d y  on th eT u rgency  o f  s e e in g  th a t  i s  done.

p N e x t ,  i f  th e  b i l l  makes i t  p o s s ib le  f o r  th o se  r e c ip ie n t s  **“ who, a t  p re s e n t ,  a re  in  c irc u m s ta n c e s  such t h a t  th e y  cou ld  o p t out  o f  th e  program  with o u y  lo o s in g  e l i g i b i l i t y too r e tu r n  
co i t  l a t e r  i f  t h e i r  c irc u m sta n c e s  change and f in a n c e s  d e t e r i o r a t e ,  you m igh t w e ll c re a te  a s e l f - a d m in i s t e r i n g  i and n o n -b u re a u c ra t ic  fo rm  o f p r a c t i c a l  *moa ns t e s t i n g . "   I

•  /  n c  -------
Such a b i l l  m igh t even be a v e h ic le  to  r e c r e a te  some o f th e  b ip a r t i s a n s h ip  so n o t ic a b ly  la c k in g  bo f a r  in  t h i s  s e s s io n  where le a d e r s  o f  th e  M in o r i ty  have n o t even been 
in s id e  th e  G o ve rn o r's  o f f i c e  a c co rd in g  to  s ta te m e n ts  in  p r e s s  b r i e f i n g s
As f o r  " t r a d e - o f f s "  HB 11 from  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  Rokeberg 
does appea r to  be a v ia b le  in c rem en ta l s te p  fo rw a rd  in  
e a s in g  f i s c a l  gap d ilem m as. V ery  s in c e r e ly rcc? S e n a te  and House M a jo r i ty  yy
and M in o r i ty  l e a d e r s ,  Rep. Norman
Rokebe rg , C h a irs  House and Sen a te  Casey yS ta t e  A f f a i r s  and F in a n c e , and /G overnor Murkowski

P S : P le a s e  d e le te  o r d * f * a t  SB 117 and HB 158



KENNETH D. BREWER 
1701 TAMARACK STREET 

FAIRBANKS ALASKA 99709

March 25, 2003
Senator Gary Wilken 
Senate Bill 117

It sometimes amazes me as to how fast people forget about our pioneers. Just to 
let you know, I do not receive the Longevity Bonus, I am only sixty-four years old and 
have lived in Fairbanks since nineteen sixty nine and therefore do no qualify.

My only concern is the pioneers that are on a fixed budget. The bonus acts as a 
supplement to their Social Security Benefits and to help pay for their Medicare 
prescriptions. Depriving them o f  a supplement as small as $250.00 means a lot to them 
and please do not kid yourself, there are a lot o f  them out there.

I checked my social security benefits, factored in my living cost, placed myself on 
a fixed budget and decided to see if  I could live in Alaska afler I retired. My budget 
didn't last one month when my vehicles broke down costing me seven hundred dollars to 
repair. There went that budget.

The point is simple; not everyone has a nice retirement. The best retirements 
have been given to the people in the school systems, government workers and union 
workers.

I feel that our pioneers should be rewarded and encouraged to stay in Alaska for 
the sake o f  Alaska. I myself will probably have to move to a warmer climate. In the 
mean time I will tell you like I told Joe Hayes, don’t mess with the permanent fund 
dividend unless you’re looking for another job. I will say the same thing to you when 
you start taking things away from the pioneers. The thing that you want to remember 
is.... can you afford to give up votes. My family votes every time and my front yard 
becomes a billboard on how we feel.

I have one suggestion: If you wish to save dollars, reduce government, 1 
understand that the State o f  Alaska is some thirty thousand strong and still growing.

G^ICS / o o p /



March 13 , 2003 i y .  j

Senator Gaiy Wilken
Room 518; 3rd Floor, State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Wilken:

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski’s proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance.

Cub 'ng these programs will adversely affect a person’s ability to “age in place,” 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska’s oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their “one and only” meal of the day.

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs.
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them.

Sincerely,
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Senator Gary Wilken
Room 518 , 3rd Floor, State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Wilken:

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski’s proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Communily Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance.

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person’s ability to "age in place,” 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska’s oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their “one and only” meal of the day.

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs.
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them.

u l ' C \  S ' -
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Senator Gary Wilken
Room 518, 3rd Floor, State Capitol
Juneau, AK 99811

Dear Senator Wilken:

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski’s proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance.

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person’s ability to “age in place,” 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska’s oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their “one and only" meal of the day.

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs.
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them.

Since™1"



March 12, 2003

S enator G ary W ilken
Room 518, 3rd Floor, S ta te  Capitol
Ju n eau , AK 99811

D ear S ena to r W ilken:

I am  w riting  th is le tte r in p ro te s t o f G overnor M urkow ski’s p roposed  elim ination 
of the  Longevity Bonus an d  the  H um an Services C om m unity  M atching G rant 
(HSCMG) program s. Both p rogram s provide su p p o rt to F airbanks seniors, m any 
of who are  low -incom e an d  suffer w ith health  problem s. In  Fairbanks, the  
HSCMG funds the  M eals on W heels service for sen iors th a t is adm in istered  by 
the N orth  S ta r Council on Aging. The HSCMG program  also funds o ther 
com m unity  agencies th a t provide help to low -incom e sen iors such  as free food, 
care fo r the  dying, an d  legal assistance.

Cutting these  program s will adversely affect a p e rso n ’s ability  to  “age in place,” 
stay healthy, and  rem ain  in d ependen t. Having to  m ake a choice betw een buying 
food vs. buying needed prescrip tion  m edicine is n o t fair to  A laska’s oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend  on th e ir  longevity bonus as p a r t of th e ir  m onthly  
incom e. They also d epend  on  receiving the ir hom e-delivered  m eal, w hich for 
m any is th e ir  “one and  only” m eal o f the day.

I urge you to  re insta te  the  A laska Longevity Eonus and  the  HSCMG program s.
W e need  to be respectful o f o u r elders, no t abuse them .

Sincerely,

I LKJ. 0 /  h; f  if-
(-1 3  U s  cl rl 7 f i t



/

March 12 , 2003

S enator G ary W ilken
Room 518 , 3rd Floor, State Capitol
Ju n eau , AK 99811

D ear S enato r W ilken:

I am  w riting  th is  le tte r in p ro tes t o f G overnor M urkow ski’s p roposed  elim ination  
of th e  Longevity Bonus and the  H um an  Services C om m unity  M atching  G ran t 
(HSCMG) program s. Both p ro g ram s provide su p p o rt to F a irbanks sen iors, m any 
of w ho are  low -incom e and  suffer w ith health  problem s. In  Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the  M eals on W heels service for sen iors th a t is ad m in is tered  by 
the N orth  S ta r Council on Aging. T he HSCMG program  also funds o th e r 
com m unity  agencies th a t provide help  to low -incom e sen io rs  such  as free food, 
care for th e  dying, and  legal assistance.

C utting these  program s will adversely  affect a p e rso n ’s ability  to “age in place,” 
stay  healthy , and  rem ain  in d ependen t. Having to m ake a choice betw een  buying 
food vs. buying needed prescrip tion  m edicine is no t fair to A laska’s oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on th e ir longevity bonus as p a rt o f th e ir  m onth ly  
incom e. They also depend on receiving th e ir hom e-delivered  m eal, w hich for 
m any is th e ir  “one and  only” m eal o f the  day.

I urge you to re in sta te  the  Alaska Longevity Bonus and  the HSCMG program s.
We need  to be respectful of o u r e lders, no t abuse  them .

Sincerely,



M arch 12, 2003

Senator Gary W ilken
Room 518, 3 rd Floor, S tate  Capitol
Juneau , AK 99811

D ear S enato r Wilken:

I am  w riting th is le tte r in p ro tes t of G overnor M urkow ski’s p ro posed  elim ination 
of the Longevity Bonus and  th e  H um an Services C om m unity  M atching  G ran t 
(HSCMG) program s. Both p rogram s provide su p p o rt to Fairbanks sen iors, m any 
of who are low -incom e and  suffer w ith health  p rob lem s. In  F airbanks, the  
HSCMG funds the M eals on W heels service fo r sen io rs  th a t is ad m in is te red  by 
the N orth  S ta r C o \ncil on Aging. The HSCMG p rog ram  also funds o th e r 
com m unity  apciicies th a t provide help  to low -incom e sen iors such  as free food, 
care for the dying, an d  legal assistance.

Cutting these p rogram s will adversely affect a p e rso n ’s ability  to "age in place,” 
stay  healthy, and  rem ain  independen t. Having to m ake a choice betw een buying 
food vs. buying needed prescrip tion  m edicine is no t fa ir to A laska’s o ldest 
citizens. Seniors depend  on th e ir longevity bonus as p a rt of th e ir  m onth ly  
incom e. They also depend  011 receiving the ir h om e-delivered  m eal, which for 
m any is th e ir “one and  only” m eal of the day.

I urge you to re insta te  the Alaska Longevity Bonus an d  th e  HSCMG program s.
W e need  to be respectful o f ou r elders, not abuse  them .



March 12 , 2003

S enator G ary W ilken
Room 518, 3rd Floor, S tate  Capitol
Ju n eau , AK 99811

D ear S enato r W ilken:

I am  w riting  th is le tte r in p ro tes t o f G overnor M urkow ski’s p roposed  elim ination 
of th e  Longevity Bonus and the  H um an  Services C om m unity M atching G rant 
(HSCMG) program :,. Both p rog ram s provide su p p o rt to F airbanks seniors, m any 
of who are low -incom e and  suffer w ith health  problem s. In  Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the  M eals on W heels service for sen iors th a t is adm in is te red  by 
the  N orth  S ta r Council on Aging. T he HSCMG program  also funds o th e r 
com m unity  agencies th a t provide help  to  low -incom e sen iors such  as free food, 
care for th e  dying, and  legal assistance.

C utting these  p rogram s will adversely  affect a p e rso n ’s ability  to “age in place,” 
stay  healthy, and  rem ain  independen t. Having to m ake a choice betw een buying 
food vs. buying needed  prescrip tion  m edicine is no t fair to A laska’s o ldest 
citizens. Seniors depend  on th e ir longevity  bonus as p a rt o f th e ir m onth ly  
incom e. They also depend  on  receiving th e ir hom e-delivered  m eal, which for 
m any is th e ir  “one and  only” m eal o f the  day.

I u rge you to re in sta te  the Alaska Longevity Bonus and  the  HSCMG program s.
We need to be espectful of ou r elders, n o t abuse them .



March 12 , 2003

S enator Gary W ilken
Room 518, 3rd Floor, S ta te  Capitol
Ju n eau , AK 99811

D ear S enato r W ilken:

I am  w riting  th is le tte r in p ro te s t o f G overnor M urkow ski’s p ro p o sed  e lim ination  
of the  Longevity B onus and  the  H um an  Services C om m unity M atching  G ran t 
(HSCMG) program s. Both program s provide su p p o rt to Fairbanks sen io rs, m any 
of w ho are low -incom e and  suffer w ith  health  problem s. In  F a irbanks, the  
HSCMG funds the  M eals on W heels service for sen iors th a t is ad m in is te red  by 
the  N orth  S ta r Council on Aging. T he HSCMG program  also funds o th e r 
com m unity  agencies th a t provide h e lp  to low -incom e sen iors such  as free  food, 
care for the  dying, an d  legal assistance.

C utting these  p rogram s will adversely  affect a p e rso n ’s ability  to  “age in p lace ,” 
stay  healthy, and  rem ain  in d ependen t. H aving to  m ake a choice berw een buying 
food vs. buying needed  p rescrip tion  m edicine is n o t fair to A laska’s o ldest 
citizens. Seniors d epend  on th e ir  longevity bonus as p a rt of th e ir  m on th ly  
incom e. They also depend  on receiving th e ir  hom e-delivered  m eal, w hich  for 
m any is th e ir  “one an d  only” m eal o f the day.

I urge you to  re insta te  the Alaska Longevity B onus and  the HSCMG prog ram s.
We need  to be respectful of ou r e lders, no t abuse  them .

Sincerely,



March 12 , 2003

S enato r G aiy W ilken
Room  518, 3rd Floor, S ta te  Capitol
Ju n eau , AK 99811

D ear S enator W ilken:

I am  w riting th is le tte r in  p ro te s t o f G overnor M urkow ski’s p roposed  elim ination 
of the  Longevity Bonus an d  th e  H um an  Services C om m unity  M atching G rant 
(HSCMG) program s. Both p rog ram s provide su p p o rt to F airbanks seniors, m any 
of who are low -incom e an d  suffer w ith  health  problem s. In  Fairbanks, the  
HSCMG funds the M eals on  W heels service for sen iors th a t  is adm in istered  by 
the N orth  S ta r Council on Aging. The HSCMG program  also funds o th er 
com m unity  agencies th a t p rovide help  to  low -incom e sen iors such as free food, 
care for the dying, an d  legal assistance.

C utting these  program s will adversely  affect a perso n ’s ability  to “age in place,” 
s tay  healthy, and  rem ain  in d ependen t. Having to m ake a choice betw een buying 
food vs. buying needed p rescrip tion  m edicine is n o t fa ir to  A laska’s oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend  on th e ir  longevity bonus as p a r t o f th e ir m onthly 
incom e. They also d epend  on receiving the ir hom e-delivered  m eal, w hich for 
m any  is th e ir “one an d  only” m eal of the  day.

I urge you to re in sta te  the  A laska Longevity Bonus and  the  HSCMG program s.
W e need  to  be  respectful o f o u r elders, no t abuse them .
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S enato r Gary W ilken
Room 518 , 3rd Floor, S ta te  Capitol
Ju n eau , AK 99811

D ear S enator W ilken:

I am  w riting th is le tte r in  p ro te s t of G overnor M urkow ski’s p ro p o sed  elim ination  
of the  Longevity Bonus an d  th e  H um an  Services C om m unity  M atch ing  G ran t 
(HSCMG) p rogram s. Both p rog ram s provide su p p o rt to  F a irbanks sen iors, m any 
of w ho are  low -incom e an d  suffer w ith  health  p rob lem s. In  Fairbanks, th e  
HSCMG funds the  M eals on W heels service for sen io rs  th a t is ad m in is te red  by 
the  N orth  S tar Council on Aging. The HSCMG program  also funds o th e r 
com m unity  agencies th a t p rovide help  to low -incom e sen iors such  as free  food, 
care for th e  dying, a n d  legal assistance.

C utting these  p rog ram s will adversely  affect a p e rso n ’s ability  to “age in place,” 
s tay  healthy, and  rem ain  in d ependen t. H aving to  m ake a choice betw een  buying 
food vs. buying needed  p rescrip tion  m edicine is n o t fa ir to  A laska’s o ldest 
citizens. Seniors depend  on the ii longevity bonus as p a rt o f th e ir  m onth ly  
incom e. They also depend  on receiving th e ir hom e-delivered  m eal, w hich for 
m any  is th e ir  “one an d  only” m eal o f the  day.

I urge you to  re in sta te  the  A laska Longevity B onus an d  the  HSCM G program s.
W e need  to  be respectful o f ou r elders, no t abuse them .

Sincerely, ^  /  D

A t  9 0 0 1 " ^



March 12 , 2003

Spnator G ary W ilken
Room 518 , 3rd Floor, State Capitol
Juneau', AK 99811

D ear S ena to r W ilken:

I am  w riting th is le tte r in p ro tes t o f G overnor M urkow ski’s p ro p o sed  elim ination  
of the  Longevity Bonus and th e  H um an Services C om m unity  M atch ing  G ran t 
(HSCMG) program s. Both p rogram s provide su p p o rt to  F a irbanks sen iors, m any 
of who a re  low -incom e and suffer w ith  health  problem s. In F a irbanks, th e  
HSCMG funds th e  M eals on W heels service for sen iors th a t is ad m in is te red  by 
the N orth  S ta r Council on Aging. The HSCMG prog ram  also fu n d s  o th e r 
com m unity  agencies th a t provide help  to low -incom e sen iors such  as free  food, 
care for th e  dying, and legal assistance.

C utting th ese  p rogram s will adversely affect a p e rso n ’s ability  to  "age in p lace ,” 
stay  healthy, an d  rem ain  independen t. H aving to  m ake a choice betw een buying 
food vs. buying needed prescrip tion  m edicine is n o t fair to A laska’s o ldest 
citizens. Sen iors depend  on the ir longevity bonus as p a rt o f th e ir  m onth ly  
incom e. They also depend  on receiving th e ir hon ie-delivered  m eal, w hich for 
m any is th e ir  “one and  only” m eal o f the  day.

I urge you to  re in sta te  the  A laska Longevity Bonus and  the  HSCM G program s.
We need  to  be respectful of ou r elders, not abuse them.

(

3 , 9 ^ 1

pey

Sincerely,



March 12 , 2003

S enator Gary W ilken
Room 518, 3rd Floor, S tate  Capitol
Ju n eau , AK 99811

D ear S en a to r W ilken:

I am  w riting  th is  le tte r in p ro te s t o f  G overnor M urkow ski’s p ro p o sed  elim ination  
of th e  Longevity B onus and  th e  H um an  Services C om m unity M atching G rant 
(HSCMG) program s. Both p rog ram s provide sup p o rt to Fa rbanks seniors, m any 
of w ho are low -incom e an d  suffer w ith health  problem s. In  F airbanks, the  
HSCMG funds the  M eals on W heels service for sen iors th a t is adm in istered  by 
the N o rth  S ta r Council on Aging. T he HSCMG program  also funds o th er 
com m unity  agencies th a t provide help  to low -incom e sen iors such  as free food, 
care for th e  dying, and  legal assistance.

C utting these  p rog ram s will adversely  affect a person  s ability  to  “age in place,” 
stay healthy , and  rem ain  in d ep en d en t. Having to  m ake a choice betw een buying 
food vs. buying needed  prescrip tion  m edicine is not fair to A laska’s oldest 
citizens. Seniors d en en d  on th e ir  longevity bonus as p a rt of th e ir  m onthly  
incom e. They also d e fe n d  on receiving the ir hom e-delivered  m eal, w hich for 
m any is th e ir  “one an d  only” m eal o f  the  day.

I urge you to  re in sta te  th e  A laska Longevity Bonus and  the  HSCMG program s.
We need  to  be respectful of o u r elders, not abuse them .

Sincerely,



March 12 , 200 3

S enator G ary W ilken
Room 518, 3rd Floor, S tate  Capitol
Juneau , AK 99811

D ear S enato r W ilken:

I am  w riting  th is  le tte r in p ro te s t o f G overnor M urkow ski’s p ro posed  elim ination  
of the  Longevity B onus an d  th e  H um an Services C om m unity  M atch ing  G ran t 
(HSCMG) p rogram s. Both p rogram s provide su p p o rt to  F a irbanks sen io rs, m any 
of who are low -incom e an d  suffer w ith health  problem s. In  Fairbanks, Lie 
HSCMG funds th e  M eals on W heels service fo r sen iors th a t  is ad m in is te red  by 
the N orth  S ta r Council on Aging. The HSCMG program  also funds o th e r 
com m unity  agencies th a t p rovide help to  low -incom e sen iors such  as free food, 
care for the dying, an d  legal assistance.

C utting these  p rog ram s will adversely affect a p e rso n ’s ability  to  ,:age in p lace ,” 
stay  healthy, a n d  rem ain  in d e p tn d e n t. Having to  m ake a choice betw een buying 
food vs. buying  needed  p rescrip tion  m edicine is no t fa ir to A laska’s o ldest 
citizens. Sen iors d epend  on th e ir longevity b o nus as p a rt o f th e ir  m onth ly  
incom e. They also d epend  on  receiving the ir hom e-delivered  m eal, w hich  for 
m any is th e ir  “one an d  only” m eal of the  day.

I urge you to  re in s ta te  the  A laska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG program s.
W e need  to  be respectful o f our elders, no t abuse them .

Sincerely,



V ,

3034 Rivervicw Drive 
Fairbanks. AK 99709 
March 31, 2003

Senator Gary Wilken 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

Dear Senator Wilken,

Thank you for your letter o f  March 24, 2003 concerning your ideas on thw l. n.gevily Bonus. I 
will try to answer at least some o f  your questions.

First let me tell you a little about myself. I have lived in Fairbanks since 1947, and am a retired 
widow. For the past 48 years 1 have lived at 3034 Rivervicw Drive, and had hoped to live out the 
rest o f my years here where all my children were raised. But, in order to do that I need the 
Longevity Bonus to help pay the bills.

Originally the Longevity Bonus was established to reward seniors over 65, who had lived in 
Alaska for 25 years or more. Then as the result o f  a law suit that claimed discrimination, 
eligibility was enlarged to include all residents over 65, if they had lived here for at least one year. 
Then in 1996 the legislature passed a bill to phase out these benefits, but allowed those receiving 
it to continue getting it until their death. The Seniors planned accordingly and thought this was 
going to be the end o f  it. When my husband died 16 years ago that was a blow to my finances, 
but I have managed to stay in my home with the help o f the Longevity Bonus.

Just in the past few months my heating oil has gone from $1.10 to $1.37 per gallon. My 
homeowners insurance has increased $80.00 a year, plus groceries and many other necessities 
have also gone up in price.

I realize that the Slate must raise money to c'wer the budget but I do nol think the Seniors should, 
be hit so hard when many o f them arc too old or too ill lo go back to work.

I would be in favor o f  re-establishing the School Tax and possibly increasing it. Also how about 
instituting a six month sales lax or a state income lax. Most slates have one. Either o f these 
would be more fair than wiping out the Longevity Bonus that the old folks need. No one is going 
to lure a 75 >eai old when so many younger workers are available.

Sincerely,

Mary Caiie
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April 7, 2003

Dear Legislator:

Governor Murkowski’s proposal to end Alaska’s Longevity Bonus program
July 1,2003 is a slap in the face to seniors. He says let them go on welfare 
although that would gain nothing because the money would still come from 
the government.

Many seniors have planned their retirement with the Longevity Bonus as an 
income so they can stay in Alaska.

At the time the Longevity Fund was proposed, its purpose was to provide 
incentive to seniors to remain in Alaska following their retirement, and to 
net sell their property and go south with the money,

The Longevity Fund should be retained because it benefits the State o f 
Alaska’s economy in the following ways:

1. Seniors’ social security money plus other retirement money they 
earn would stay in Alaska;

2. The $250 per month helps seniors to pay for the higher cost of 
living caused by the higher prices in Alaska from freight charges;

3. The Longevity Bonus was never considered as welfare. It was a 
plan to benefit the economy of Alaska.

4. The people receiving the bonus are 75 years o f age or older and ten 
years from now, many will no longer be here.

I urge you to retain the Alaska Longevity Bonus for Alaskan seniors. Thank 
you for your consideration of this request.
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a l a s k a  Watch  dog

Proposed Cuts

We have 20  Senators and 40  Representatives in our State Legislature. While they are in 
Juneau they are each given a $160.00/day per diem. A few years ago they only wanted to 
spend 9 0  days or 3 months In session and not the 180 days or 6  months that they currently do. 
Let’s  g-ant them that request. It would mean a saving of $864 ,000 .00  each and every year, 
i nls would be a start in reducing the deficit. And while they are at It why not look at all the 
other agencies and departments instead of just one or two. They could take a 10% cut right 
across the board.

During the height of the pipeline we all did well. Everyone received good salaries. But now 
the pipeline and good times are over. Everyone except the politicians and state employees 
have since had to receive harsh cut backs or lost their jobs outright. In fact the politicians and 
state employees have never had to cut back and have actually enjoyed ra ises and better pay. 
It’s  time that the politicians and state employees also feel the pinch and start cinching in their 
own belts. The elderly, middle and low-income people should no longer be the only ones to 
shoulder the burden of a gluttonous government.

Don't let the politicians put a guilt trip on you either about putting your children in debt. The 
politicians are the ones that are guilty of that. They have never kept their political promises 
and now they want to ruin the economy for all Alaskans.

Start keeping a little black book with names, promises and actions. At the next election take a 
good look at your notes, Don't make the same mistake twice.

Melvin L. Treseler 
5714 Howell Road 

Salcha, Alaska 99714 
907-48*7722
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ALASKA \VATCH D06 

Loageylty Booll! 

There are 3,845 old timers in the Fairbanks/North Star Borough. At $200,00/month the 
Borough cash registers can receive $9,228,000.00 a year. 

Permanent Fund 

ThP; Fairbanks/North Star Borough has a population of 82, 700 people. At $1,500.00/year the 
Borough cash registers can receive $124,000,000,00 a year. 

Both Fund! 

With over $9 million from the Longevity ~und and $124 million from the Permanent Fund the 
Fairbanks/North Star Borough can receive up to $133 million a year through their cash 
registers. 

I ask the business people ... are you ready to give up :hat money ($133 million/year) of potential 
revenue? What can the state do to even come close to giving you that much? More than 
likely it will end Up in one or more programs that will never affect your bottom line. It may even 
end up In some •pork Barrel" Deal. 

. 
Do not; do not forget Representative Pett Kott and his ridiculous statement about the 
Permanent Fund ... worse thing the State could have done. t say his polltlcal career is over. 
D.D you agree? Let him know. 

~In L. Trouler 
· 571.- Howell Road 
Saleha, Alaska 99714 
907~7722 

- -----------·-------............ ··-· 
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April 7, 2003 

Dear Legislator: 

Governor Murkowski's proposal to end Alaska's Longevity Bonus program 
July 1, 2003 is a slap in the face to seniors. He says let them go on welfare 
although that would gain nothing because the money would still come from 
the government. 

Many seniors have planned their retirement with the Longevity Bonus as an 
income so they can stay in Alaska. 

At the time the Longevity Fund was proposed, its purpose was to provide 
incentive to seniors to remain in Alaska following their retirement, and to 
not sell their property and go south with the money. 

Th~ Longevity Fund should be retained because it benefits the State of 
Alaska's economy in the following ways: 

1. Seniors' social security money plus other retirement money they 
earn would stay in Alaska; 

2. The $250 per month helps seniors to pay for the higher cost of 
living caused by the higher prices in Alaska from freight charges; 

3. The Longevity Bonus was never considered as welfare. It was a 
plan to benefit the economy of Alaska. 

4. The people receiving the bonus are 75 years of age or older and ten 
years from now, many will no longer be here. 

I urge you to retain the Alaska T • ngevity Bonus for Alaskan seniors. Thank 
you for your consideration of t •• 1s request. 

Sincerely, .~C <S)e_~- }\' 



.ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 

Please enter into the rec0rd my testimony to the SehGJt~ ~-Ort~ A-f-f~1rs 

Committee on ___ S_1?_l-'-11_,___ ___ __ _ 
Bill/ Subject 

Commitlcc Name 
Dated 04/04/03 

The Longevity Bonus should continue as it is right now for many m a;ons: 

(1) According to the Alaska Commission. on Aging "seniors make up one of the 
Largest Industries in terms of imµact on the state economy through 
their spending, and their spending has a rn~ltiplier effect for every 
dollar of retirement income spent." 

(2) The Longevity Progrnm is the only state program that will eliminate 
itself by people dying off. 

(3) Elimination of the Longevity Program may well be just enough reason 
for senior citizens to leave Alaska, taking all their retirement 
savings income, social security income and pension income with them 
to be spent down below . 

(4) The state will be losing many free contributed hours performed 
in public service by those retired people who have felt that 
donating public service time is a way of pay- back to the state. 

I believe the state needs to: 

(1) Establish an annual $100 per person school tax for all wor1dng 
people and for persons receiving the Longevity Bonus. 

(2) Establish a sales tax so that all can share tax burdens. 

(3) Establish an income tax with possible credit of some part of the 
i::u les tax on low-income people . 

The above three items would spread the tax burden over more people. 

These ideas and thoughts are respectfully submitted. Let's hold the 
Longevity Bon · Seniors up here as long as we cnn . Going to be a 38- year Alaskan 
SIGNED: _ ~ come fall and hope to stay many more years. 

Representing 

2 2 9 Id i ta rod , Fa i rh an k c;,_,,'--'-'A::.;K'---"'9""-9..._7"'"0 ..._l __ __,(._..9'"""0'""'"7_,_)--"'-4..._5""'"6-_;i,r:: 0"""6:<..:3"--------
Address I Phone Number 



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 

Please enter into the record my testimony to the Se1,,~-l:-e.. SL"&'t~Affo.-i rs 

Committee on ---=~;...a.B.c<--:.1....:...1....:..1 _______ _ 
Bill/ Subject 

Commillcc Name 
Dated April 4, 03 

I am strongly opposed t o removing the Longevity Bonus from 
Seniors who have been led to believe they could count on it. This 
program will end naturally before too long. Meanwhile, it enables 
and encourages the older seniors to retire in Alaska and spend any 
retirement income they have here. Without the bonus, many seniors 
will move outside where living costs are lower, and take their 
retirement money with them . 

I do support a combination of sales tax, income tax , and 
Permanent Fund Cap - so the cutting of programs and contributions 
to the State Budget are spread more equitably among those who live 
here, those who earn money here but spend it there t hey live out of 
state, and those who visit here and expect to pay a sales tax. 

I have lived in Alaska for 37 years, and hope to able to stay. 

SIGNED: 
Testifier Ruth Woodke 

Representing 

229 lditnrod , Fairbanks, AK 99701 (907) 456- 5063 

Address I Phone Number 
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FAX TOt 907 465 2069 

John covdroy 

Eva Lyn M· Casey 
8480 J ewel Lake Rd . 
~nchorage, AK 9950i 
907 243 8530 

March 29, 2003 
Senator 
Hei.1ber, 
Mo111bor, 

re 

Senate Stotu AttairG Committee 
Senate Finance Subcoll\1111 ttoo 
Governor Re ; Dlll to Yrooze 

Eligibility for & Fund 
Longevity Program 2004 Daor Senator Cowdrey : 

Please consider tho ouggestion& in my letter and it' a 
11tl:1u:hmanta even thou.gh I am not tro111 your district. 

Your re111a rke during the firct com111ittaa hoaring on SB 117 
cauae n:a to beliava you vould bo among tho•• LegislatorG 
mout liK• l Y to underetand t hat a b ill ~ach aa that 
ougootod bolov voa ld va a hWlaae and rational vay to 
~reot tho criGie that loome over all of uu trul y dapondent 
on tho paymonts va : eceiva--and ge t the Covornor and tho 

.Ropublican major1ty o!I! the hot aoat th• ioeue llas 
C'rA11tad . 

or f l rat i mportance to the program's pr esent bena!iclarie• 
la, ot courae, putting CundiAg for tho !1scal year that 
begin& July lat, 2003, in place. You havo hoard a groat 
deal alr6ady on tho urgency or »Reing that iE done . 

Next, it' tl1e bill 111alce11 l t possible tor thoaa roclpionts 
vho, at present, aro in circumatancee such that they coul d 
opt out of tho program vithouy loosing elioibility co return 
to lt later i t their circumetancoc chang• and finance11 
dete r iorate, you might vell creat o a aolf-adminiatorir 
a nd non-bureaucratic f orN of practical •moaaG tooting . " 

Such a bill might even be a vehicle to racreate soma of 
tho biparti aanahip ao noticably lacking eo far in thi • 
ooooion vhore loadoro of the Minority ~ave not e ven been 
inside the Governor •o ofLice according to atatements in 
pr••• brla!inqa 

All for •tude-off11• HB 11 from Ra pruentotive ltokeberg 
does appear to be • vlable incre~Rnt•l atep forvard in 
easi~g fiscal gap dilemaias. 

cc: Sen~te and Uouae Majorit y 
and Minority leaders, ~ep. Nor1113n 
Jtokeberg, Chairs Hoose and Sen~tr ____________ ____.., 

FAX TO• senator Ga'r}' 
. '4U~onr co-cl\air . • 

senate finance commi ttoe 
4fl5 47) A . • · · 

OEC!NT ttESSAGBS TO L!GtSLATORS 

Vary sincerely, 

~~ 

l'AG! L or 4 to 9 

PLEAS! PINO A WAY TO PA$T TRACK SOKE SILLS TO ASSURE US 

THAT WE WILL HAVE Tll! CHECKS WE RELY CJPON COKE JULY 1st. 

TllE ATTACHED PllPtRS OPFER SOME or TH! AllC!lli"BNTS TO COUNTER 

SD ANO H1! DILLS AOATOST THE VtTAL LONO!VITT PROGRAM. PL!AS! 

REM> AND CONS10£R TH!S£ COUNTER ARCOHENTS ANO THE IDEA POR 

A l'OSS18LE BILt. 

Tlf~ YOO TO TllOSJ: WHO n7'V! RJ::SPOITT>!D TO E7'RLIER PAPERS 

ALSO MEANT FOR POBLIC USTIKONY. YOU HELPED KEEP HOP! 

8. H. Cuey 
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April ~. 2003 

Senator Gary Wilken 
State Capitol Room S18 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182 
Pax; (907) 465-4714 

Dear Senator Gary WJ1'.<en, 

HENRIEITA WE.EDA 

907 243 1207 

My name is Henrietta Weeda and I have lived in Alaska for almost 70 years. I have built a 
business, lived a Jife. and raised a family in this great state. My husband and I lived and 
worked in PaJmcr with the colonists, survived the lean year during and after World War Il, 
rchllilt our lives after the Grca t Earthquake, and, after all of those years of struggle, saw 
many people benefit from the building of the pipeline. 

When my husband and 1 retired we had u 1"11nall reliremem (whleh is now gone), our house, 
Social Security, and the Alaska Longt:vity Bonus. 

Nowt hear that Governor Murkowskl wlsbes to eliminate tbb program, and I 
am outra1ed. 

This program was a promise to those of us as thanks because of our genera lion's hard work in 
developing the economy of the stute. This compact with my generation is something that I 
now depend on. 

When we retired (my husband and 1 were both well past 65), medicine w~u e,r;pensivc:, but not 
as expensive us il h now. Medicare does not pay for pr~~riptions and J s.m finding that my 
options for access to doocors arc becoming more and more limited. The Longevity check helps 
me immen~ly with lhis burden. 

My gcncratlon's vision for Alttska wnR an Alaska that holds its promises to its citiiens. an 
Alaska that honors its elders. an Alaska that is hone(\l e"en in tough times. Keep these 
honorable ldcas In mind while you deliberate. Please do not abancton the promise made to us 
year11 ago, 

Yours truly, . 
~,.t,,~.?«:. 7v.L.e~«.... 

Henrletca "Hank" Weedtt 

234 EAST TENTH AVE. ANCHORAGE. AK 99501 (907) 272·2609 

P.01 
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DATE: April 4, 2003 

LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE 

210 LAKE STREET, SITKA, AK 99835 
Phone: 747-6276 Fax: 747-5807 

Email: sit.1<a._lio@legis.state.ak.us 

TO: Senate Finance Committee 

FAX: 465-2187 # pages, Including cover sheet 

FROM: Virginia Cushing, Sitka constituent 

MESSAGE: Please add this written testimony to SB 117 comn. . cket. 

Thank you. 

P. 01 
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4-4-03 

RE~ LONGEVITY EONUS SB l17 TO: Senate Financi Committee 

I did not send commentB earlier as I am busy doing volunteer 
work every a~y of the w~ek "in Sitka----at our White Elephant Shop 
(and, in summer, also volunteer visitor information work). 

Richard cu~hing and I were .married in Sitka in 1949, and liked 
Sitk~ so well ~e settled permanently even though It was hard 
being away from our Wisconsin farniliee. We felt honored to pay 
income ta~~ ~ .ae moat states have such taxes. 

My husband died 8-10-80 after 31 years with Sitka T4laphone Company. 

Having lived in Alaska ten years b•for@ Statehood I am one of 
those for whom the longevity bonus was int~nded. It'o hurtful 
hearing administration spokesperson'SC'alling for abol i shing 
the program because it is not now a~ it was intended. 

A small annuity {15 years) . of mine juat ended. If thn longevity 
bonus ia taken away I will be ~hart almost ~500 month:y income . · 

Fru~tration and worry about ~oney can only h,ve a neg11tive effect 
on us in our 70s, Sos, and 90a. It may cause some of U5 to drop 
dead sooner of heart attack~ but hope our fate won't t)e debilitatting 
strokee -----THEY ARE REALtY COSTLY. 

CCI Rep , Peggy Wilson ·- - .. ... ....... .. ·- ... .. --·· .. 

d . 
V.irg i 

54-ye 

P.O. Box 186 
Sitka, AK 99835 

Telephone: 907-747-3326 
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Dear Senator, 
Concerning the longevity bonus, the governor keeps talking 

about 65 year olds receiving $ 250.00 per month. There are no 65 
year olds receiving the bonus. I am 72 this month and I was told 
that no one would receive the bonus that was any younger than 
me. J receive $ l 00.00 per month. I am wondering if you want to 
go down in Alaska history as the legislature that took away 
benefits from the 72 to 92 year olds. Why eliminate a program that 
is in the process of being phased out ? 

I didn't move here to collect the bonus, T was born here. By 
contrast~ many people move here to collect the permanent fund. I 
remember when the permanent fund was being established. It was 
being called a rainy day account to operate the govt. in lean years. 
It seems to me that the pennanent fund ought to go into a phase 
out program. According to the governor, it lost six billion dollars 
this year. How long would that run the state govt.? 

Like most seniors, I thought my bonus was secure when the 
Ler,islature created the phase out of the bonus. J hope you will 
consider these things when you vote on the budget. 
Sin~erely, 
H.L. McKinney 
11015 Cange St. 
Anchorage, AK 
99516 

P . 01 



Honorable Frank H. Murkowski, Governor 
STATE OF AL;\SKA 
P. 0. Box 11000 I 
Juneau AK 99811 -0001 

Dear Governor Murkowski: 

P.O. Box 210531 
Auke Bay AK 99821 
April 5, 2003 

' I l ; I : .J 

We have received your letter of 3/28/03 addressed to Senior Alaskans pertaining to the 
Longevity Bonus Program. I am 68 years old and my wife is 67 years old and we have 
lived in Alaska 65 years and 44 years respectively. We agree the program was initially 
instituted to support the pioneers that made Alaska the success it became. The relatively 
high cost of living, lack of extensive medical facilities, lack of social programs, etc. made it 
difficult for many elderly to live out tht:ir life in the l:Ountry they built and loved. We fully 
supported the concept and the cost at the time to address those problems. 

In light of the great change in whom the progran1 now supports and its present cost when 
the financial needs of the State have increased greatly, we agree completely with your 
proposal to now do away with the Longevity Bonus Program. It is our observation that 
there are now many other programs that will benefit elderly people who may need care and 
help as they age. 

In addition to the above, we want you to know that we have followed the other aspects of 
your proposed budget and fiscal plans for the State and fully support your efforts in this 
regard. We believe you have honestly and fairly addressed the fiscal needs of the State and 
proposed equitable solutions. We realize that some aspects of your proposals have not yet 
been fully discussed or finalized, e.g. the $100 tax on wage earners or the summer sales tax, 
but we support either of these. The one tax you haven't proposed and one that might be 
offered by the Legislature that we would not support, is an income tax. Something less that 
50% of the people in Alaska pay income tax and hence have no stake in such a tax if one is 
implemented. The income tax has created a huge constituency at the Federal level that pay 
no such taxes yet support these specifically because they have no consequences in the 
burden the rest of us must shoulder: We believe this is an intolerable situation and do nm 
want it promoted in our State. 

Your administration is off to an excellent start and we wish you continued success. 

v~__:: yours, 

i?z:D!S~ Ve~k)nnd~ 
Cc: Senator Gary Wilken, Senate Finance Committee V--­

Senator Lyda Green, Senate Finance Committee 
Representative John Harris, House Finance Committee 
Representative Bill Williams, House Finance Committee 
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Anchorage, Alaska 
April 7 t 2003 

ROBERT Q..ARK JR 

To: Senators: Lyda ~ Gmy Wilken, Con Bunde, Robin Tayfor, Ben 
Stevens~ Lyman"Iioffinan, Donald 019on. 

Subject: ~Bill J 17. 

Thb are multiple reasons why the AlMb Loqevity Bonus &hould remain 
·in existence and every Alaskan legi5\lator should be cognizant of &ome of 
them. 

PAGE 01 

Legislators and all Al~s ~oy many things tw.it w~e brought about by 
the sweat of the brow of the very senior citinms that this Senate bill ii 1ryinf 

· to hurt. With continuu rising prices of everything they need, and most 
lellior citizens being miJed on limited income, they still need the µ,upvity 
Bonus. Tbe program is p~ing out anyway, and I am sure that there are 
other areas where. cuts could be made that would be lcu of an impact on the 
public. 

Pleese vore agaima SeQate Bill 117. Thank you. 

Robert P. Clark, Jr. 
200 W. 34th Ave., #344 
~Cho.rage, Alaska . 99503 
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April 8, 2003 

Re: Longevity Bonus 

Janet B. Girard 
12'±5 Scotwood Drive 
Wasilla 
Alaska 9965'± 

Dear Governor Murkowski: 

Yes Govei:-nor Murkowski , I am s •Jre all of us eldest senior-s, 
the ones on the longevity bonus, would be happy to lead Alaska in 
an effort to right Alaska's financial problems and would like to 
share the load--if we possibly could. But despite our age we 
still have the urge for self-preservation and many of us are 
still endeavoring to give worthwhile service to our communities 
and families . We are not dunderheads only to be patted on the 
head and be expected to willingly walk the plank to an early 
death. Despite being conscientious when it comes to our health 
care--eating correctly, exercising, including being active in the 
community, far those wr.J still can, and doing all to maintain 
mental acuity our bodies still continue to degenerate. . With 
this normal aging process we often need medications that are very 
costly and difficult to afford without help. We deserve the 
opportunity to fulfill our lives without having to commit 
suicide. 

Many of us cannot qualify for Medicaid Cwhich still is at 
least partly paid by the state), but yet the exorbitant cost of 
medicine today makes oui:- survival questionable. Without the 
longevity bonus , many of us will not be able to make it . It is 
that vital to us . 

Do you really feel that the eldest of Alaskan seniorsCage 
72-onward) are so unimportant and useless that you are willing to 
sacrifice us for the extra money Alsska needs, causing us great 
hardship, and in same cases great pain and needless death for 
lack of medication or food? Surely there must be another more 
humane way to scare up the bucks . 

Many of our oldest seniors have been the pioneers of Alaska 
and have given much to the state. The already aging children of 
these seniors would find it hard to replace the loss of the 
longevity bonus to their parents. Their younger descendants 
would be just starting out with their own heavy expenses. What 
you do to LIS impacts the 11 ves of many others as wel 1 . 

Can't we at least end our years in a productive way as long 
as possible and with dignity? Please don't ask us to die sooner 
than we need to . We are still worthwhile citizens but most of us 
unfortunately are unable to bear anymore loads , no matter how 
much we would like to, and now we ourselves are in need of a 
helping hand. We have given to Alaska--now we need your help. 
Please don't condemn us to this catastrophe. Please keep the 
longevity bonus. We and our families will be eternally grateful . 

Sincerely yours, 

8 ~ J/1-:f ;c0 t< I f-. n: // !/ ~ /V~ · \ ~-- "< V '-<V « \ 
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RE.· L ONGJiVITY BOAIUS 

Dear Governor Murkowski: 
.! 

. I 

---·--- --... 

Frank L. Girard 
12'i:S Scotwood Drive 
Wasilla 
Alaska 996S'i: 

We,.I:'ead your ar-ticle in the Dally News of l1ar-ch 2'i: and your:­
lettet' to me of March 25. 

Many years ago, I started receiving the longevity bonus CLB) that 
was a godsend then and now even more so. Without it my wife and I 
would lose our home or starve. We are not amused by your argument 
that since there are 20,000 post-1996 seniors who don ' t get the 
bonus we should glve up out"s. "It is unfair to have two classes 
of senior citizens." Inequity between two classes is the r:-ule and 
not an exception. Consider the difference between the vast 
majot'ity of senior's and r:-etired successful politicians . We 
understand that your retirement income will be in the five 
figures per month at tax-payers ' expense. We trust that you will 
gladly donate a large chunk of your:- lavish retirement income for" 
"education, public safety and safe transportation systems 11 that 
you state in your' letter we must give up our LB for. 

One could just as well argue that the 20,000 not on the LB 
program should be put on it to alleviate the unfait'ness. If we 
lose the LB, it will not help those currently not t"ecelving it to 
any noticeable degree. 

All LB receivers at"e now at least well into their 70s. Those 
seniors not on the LB progt'am didn't enter the state early enough 
or didn ' t reach 65 soon enough. Thet'efore the seniors not getting 
the LB are younger than those receiving the LB or are recent 
entrants to Alaska, hardly to be consldered Alaska pioneers. 
There is no question that the older one becomes, on average, the 
more one ' s health deteriorates. With failing health comes higher 
expenses of · many ki nds, some crushing. Therefore, this older 
group of senior's getting the LB are, in general, in greater' need 
of it than the younger gt'oup not getting the LB. 

We think it's appalling that to help make up state financial 
shortages you target the most hel pless Df Alaska's citizens--the 
18,000 oldest and sickest of any age gt'oup. Perhaps you imagine 
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that their votes are of l ·tle consequence and that many of them 
are too senile to fight yo. ~nyway. I assure you that large 
numbers of us not only have 11 our marbles but have even larger 
numbeLs of friends and relatives who also vote and have long 
memories I 

.! 

Ar~ you sure, Governor Murkouski, that your fiscal policies for 
AlEska are not driven by the same political motives that drive 
your man, Bush? Among these are super tax cuts and other 
financial advantages for the wealthy, the special interests while 
help for the less fortunate is lacking. 

If the state's finances are really so bad that beleaguered 
seniors are asked to sacrifice, then tax church property. 
Exempting religion from its fair shale of public expense, which 
the rest of us must make up, violates the First Amendment, 
separation of church and state. Individual parishioners will not 
starve or lose their homes if their church is taxed. Another 
option is a state lottery . Why not? Many states already do this. 

We are sure you are reasonable, Governor, Murkowski, and that you 
will reconsider your determination to eliminate the LB . 

Sincerely, 



March 121 2003 

Senator Gary Wilken 
Room 5181 3rd Floor, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Wilken: 

' ... 

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski's proposed elirrilnation 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance. 

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person's ability to "age in place," 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between bufing 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska1s oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their "one and only" meal of the day. 

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs. 
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abu~c them. 

Sincerely, 
, -



?vfarch 12, 2003 

Senator Gary Wilken 
Room 5181 3rd Floor, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Wilken: 

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski's proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance. 

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person's ability to "age in place," 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska's oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their "one and only" meal of the day. 

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs. 
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them. 

Sincerely, 



March 12, 2003 

Senator Gary Wilken 
Room 518, 3rd Floor, State Capito1 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Wilken: 

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski,s proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance. 

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person's ability to "age in place," 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska's oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their "one and only" meal of the day. 

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs. 
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them. 



March 12, 2003 

Senator Gary Wilken 
Room 518, 3rd Floor, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Wilken: 

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski's proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance. 

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person's ability to "age in place," 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska's oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on thr.ir longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. ThP.y also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their "one and only'' meal of the day. 

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs. 
'Ne need io be respectful of our elders, not abuse them. 

\ 



March 12, 2003 

Senator Gary Wilken 
Room 518, 3rd Floor, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Wilken: 

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski's proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance. 

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person's ability to "age in place," 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska's oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their ''one and only" meal of the day. 

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs. 
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them. 

Sincerely, J-(~41 "Jf\1 A.Jd_;_ . 



March 12, 2003 

Senator Gary Wilken 
Room 518, 3rd Floor, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Wilken: 

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski's proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Community Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffe1 with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance. 

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person's ability to "age in place/' 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska's oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on r·zceiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their "one and only" meal of the day. 

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs. 
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them. 

I .f/""-"...x_.µ ._ - - ~ _.. v 
Sincerely, . 1....L-:-n . ~ . 1 

' 



March 12, 2003 

Senator Gary Wilken 
Room 518 1 3rd Floor, State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99811 

Dear Senator Wilken: 

I am writing this letter in protest of Governor Murkowski's proposed elimination 
of the Longevity Bonus and the Human Services Communjty Matching Grant 
(HSCMG) programs. Both programs provide support to Fairbanks seniors, many 
of who are low-income and suffer with health problems. In Fairbanks, the 
HSCMG funds the Meals on Wheels service for seniors that is administered by 
the North Star Council on Aging. The HSCMG program also funds other 
community agencies that provide help to low-income seniors such as free food, 
care for the dying, and legal assistance. 

Cutting these programs will adversely affect a person's ability to "age in place," 
stay healthy, and remain independent. Having to make a choice between buying 
food vs. buying needed prescription medicine is not fair to Alaska's oldest 
citizens. Seniors depend on their longevity bonus as part of their monthly 
income. They also depend on receiving their home-delivered meal, which for 
many is their "one and only" meal of the day. 

I urge you to reinstate the Alaska Longevity Bonus and the HSCMG programs. 
We need to be respectful of our elders, not abuse them. 

Sincerely, 
- (_)ti (+ CP o ~ 



. \ 

Fairbanks, Alaska 

March 31, 2003 

...... 

Dear Senate and House Interior Delegation: 

Re: Alaskans opposed to the elimination 
or change in Ute Longevity Bonus Program 

We are enclosing herewith the signatures of 655 Alaskans residing in the 

Fairbanks area who oppose any changes to the Longevity Bonus Program. 

You will recognize the names of the volunteers who gathered these signatures as 

well as the names of the Alaskans who enthusiastically signed their names In 

strong opposition to Gov. Murkowski's proposal to eliminate the Longevity Bonus 

Program as it has existed for the past 30 years. 

We hope that you will heed the voices of your constituents and vote NAY to bills 
I 

in both Alaska House and Alaska Senate committees . 
.. 

655 signatures gathered by: 

Glenn Hackney 
Irene Peyton 
Marian Thomas 
Lois Van Hynlng 

Sincerely yours, 

~~ 
Rutn Bohms 

Ruth Bohrns 
Karen Wood 
Mary Lou Teel 
Marcella Hill 
Carol Soll! Barbara O'Dell t. 

Ed Shellinger 
Lll Shelllnger 
Hal Levey 
Cliff Brennen 
Bill O'Dell 



April 25, 2003 

Dear Alaska State Legislators 
and Governor Murkowski : 

Enclosed herewith are sixteen pages containing 1.58 signatures of Alaska 
residents who are strongly opposed to any changes in the Longevity Bonus 
Program. 

So strongly are Fairbanksans opposed to Governor Murkowski's proposed 
el imination of the Longevity Bonus Program that Republicans are likely 
to suffer in future elections should any changes be made. 

The comment, "Governor Murkowski made me a Democrat," was frequently 
expressed by those signing the enclosed petition. 

Encls. 

Sincerely yours, 

Ruth B. Bohms 
Longtime Alaskan 
P 0 Box 80155 
Fairbanks, AK 99708 
(907) 479-6970 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2.004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated /IAarch 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdenson1e for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the fan1ilies of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients °is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth stud~ to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their· privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communit2es. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinkSi considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that anv changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that anv changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to tl te program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 

NAME (PRINT) NAME ( SIGNATURE) P HYSICAL ADDRESS MAILING ADDRESS . CITY & Z IP P HONE E-MAIL 

I I J} 1117 Q~" St 



TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: Q) 
• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 

With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics ot their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus reclpients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program plea'se consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each pc. ssing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week,_this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, ,2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: @ 
• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 

With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated Merf'h 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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. 
TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,34.0 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that anv changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: ·Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevi~y Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• lmplementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
int rusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A tirinely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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· TO: ·Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the f;:;Howing: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Sl..mmary for the month of January, 2003shows17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy._ 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one ye~r pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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• 
TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients ·is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a m~tter c; law. 
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·ro: ·our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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Fairbanks, Alaska 
April 28, 2003 

TO: Members of Alaska State Senate Finance Collllldttee, 

Members of the Fairbanks Interior Delegation, and 

to Governor Murkowsk.i 

In addition to the 16 pages (158 signatures) -.ailed on Satuday, April 26, 2003, 

and sent to ALL Alaska's Legislators (20 in Senate, 40 in House), enclosed 

herewith find an additional 11 pages (numbered pages 17 through 27) 

containing 79 signatures of Fairbanks area residents who are opposed to 

changes in the Longevity Bonus Program. 

The senior cormunity statewide will be responding next Wednesday, April 30. 

to another teleconference you have scheduled on the Longevity Bonus Program. 

Retaining the Longevity Bonus Program is of absolutely primary importance 

to seniors and their families . 

There is a whole chain of entities who wi11 suffer (recipient, faa:ily, 

c0111DUI1ity, state) should any changes be la8de to the Longevity Bonus Program. 

WE HOPE THAT YOU Vll.L THIHK CAREFULLYJJ USE YOUR AUTHORITY WISELYJJ AND RETAIN 

THE LONGEVITY BONUS PROGRAII IN ITS ENTIRETY AS IT EXIST.S TODAY WITH RO CHANGES. 

Thank You ! 

Enclosures: 
as noted above 

~S~ly :~r~JJ ~ ~t, / 
Ruth B. Bobas 

Longti•e Alaskan 

P .O. Box 80155 

FairbankslJ Alaska 99708-0155 

(907) 479-6970 



T-0: CYur Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: ~,, r-r · ( (I I 

\__/ 
• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 

With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 rr.cnths from now, 
the number of recipients is projec' ad to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Lon.]evity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be ;tn 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the famil ies of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as n matter of law. 
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T·O: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider ~he following: 

• The Alaska i_ongevity Bonus Statistica l Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost t() the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants , on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each pass ing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the rt cipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 

economics of their communities. 
• A timely notice of any change~ to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrjnks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Pape" page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of 3ny change~ to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17, 25~ (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients , an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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to: Our Alaska State Legislators 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

April 25, 2003 
~-:: ~' 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State 's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any change~ to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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T.O: Our Alaska State Legislators 

Before vou vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

April 25, 2003 
(~ 
~· 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants rieceiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of reCipients is projected to be 17 ,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burden~ome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes. to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators 
April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the Statt shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17 ,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 

intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 
• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 

of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 

economics of their communities. 
• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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T.O: Our -Alaska State Legislators 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17 ,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burden~ome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients, an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the rec ipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 

economics of their communities. 
• A timely notice of any changes. to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 

PHYSI CAL ADDRESS · MAILING ADDRESS CITY &: Z IP PBONB E-MAIL 
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lO: Our Alaska Gtate Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for the month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants receiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation .of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burden~ome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients , an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-depth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes. to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Alaska State Legislators April 25, 2003 

Before you vote to alter the Longevity Bonus Program please consider the following: 

• The Alaska Longevity Bonus Statistical Summary for th~ month of January, 2003 shows 17,340 active participants ~eceiving warrants. 
With each passing week, this number decreases and the cost to the State shrinks considerably. In FY2004, just 8 months from now, 
the number of recipients is projected to be 17,252 (88 fewer). Source: State's White Paper, page 4, dated March 14, 2003. 

• Implementation of means testing into the Longevity Program will not only be expensive and burdensome for the state but will be an 
intrusion into the personal finances of recipients , an invasion of their privacy. 

• In the best interests of the State and the recipients, we ask that any changes to the current program be postponed for a minimum 
of one year pending an in-riepth study to determine the impact on participants, on the State, on the families of seniors, and on the 
economics of their communities. 

• A timely notice of any changes to the program should be given to the Longevity Bonus recipients as a matter of law. 
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way. 

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in1age from 100 years down to 
the early 70sn Many of Alaska's seniors live precarious!y on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food. 

·. (j) The retirement income of seniors and their "1edical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. 
' 

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands uf full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives. 

NAME (SIGNATURE) PHYSICAL ADDRESS MAILING ADDRESS CITY &: ZIP P IIONE E-MAIL 
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or cha,nge the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way. 

Longevity Bonus inonthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in!age from 100 years d<'wn to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on the edge ~f solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, -rent and food. .. 

The retirement income of seniors and their '11edical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. 

In addition to the impar.~ of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full~time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives. · · 

. . . 
. ... 

NAME {PRINT) NAME {SIGNATtrRB) . PHYSICAL ADDRESS MAl ·,-NG ADDRESS CITY &: ZIP PHONE E-MAIL 



TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way . . 

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in:age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on ttie edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food. 

The retirement inc ')me of seniors and their niedical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. 

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to co:1!inue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives. · 

NAME {PRINT) NAME (SIGNATOR.B) PHYSICAL ADDRESS MAILING 1.DDRBSS CITY &: ZIP PHONE E-MAIL 
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators State1wide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the longevity Bonus Program in any way. 

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in:age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food. 

The retirement incom"' of seniors and their !lledical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. (!fJ 
In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-tirrae jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonur Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and health 

· .... 
N.A."IE (PRIHT) PHYSICAL ADDRESS MAILING ADDRESS CITY &: ZIP PHONE E-MAIL . 
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to e!iminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way. 
• 

longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in~age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for pre~cription 
drugs, rent and food. 

·. 

The retirer.ient income of seniors and their ~edical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. 

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable then:i to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives. 

. .. 
NAME (PRINT) NAME (SIGNATURE) PHYSICAL ADDRESS MAILING ADDRESS CITY &: ZIP PHONE E-MAIL 
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way. 

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in ~age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on the edge ~f solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food. 

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. 

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the ~quivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT iS, to ensure 
dignity a·nd independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to cuntinue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives. · 

NAME {PRINT) 

Patricia OaniJ.Sboc:makl 
2929 Killik laDc 

ai.rbanb, AK 99709 
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NAME { S!GNATORB) PHYSICAL ADDRESS MAILING ADDRESS 
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TO:. Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide Miirch, 2003 

we· ask .vou NOT tQ eliminate or c:hange th~ provisions of the Longevity Bonus Prog.ram in 311y way. 

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of.Alaska's seniors.rangi111g in ~age from 100 years down ito 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska'c; seniors live precariously on the edge ~f solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food. 

The retirement income of seniors and their "1edical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. 
. . . 

In aadition to the Impact of theill' income, seniors are volunteer~ and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth m'illions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ~nsure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable the~ to continue to contribute their wisdomJ to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and h~althy lives. · 

NAMB (PµH:r) NAME (SIGNATURB) PHYSICAL ADDRESS 
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TO: Our F·airbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the .b_ongeviW Bonus Program in anv way. 

Longevity E{Jnus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in ~age from 100 years down to 
the early "l'Cs. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on the edge ~f solvency strP.tching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drug_s, _rent anc~ food. 

The retirement income of seniors and their '11edical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. (ID 
In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independ~nce for Alaska's seniors, and.to enable then:a to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead n1eaningful and healthy lives. 

. .. 
NAME (PRINT) NAME (SIGNATURE) PHYSICAL ADDRESS MllLING ADDRESS CITY & ZIP PHONE E-MAIL 
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way. 

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in:age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on the edge ~f solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drug.s, .rent and food. 

The retirement income of seniors and their ~edical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. 

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. VJe, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives. · 

NAME ( PRI NT) NAME (SI GNATURE) PHYSICAL ADDRESS MAILING ADDRESS CITY &: ZIP PHONE E-MAIL 
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Leaislators and other Legisfators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way. 
. . 

. . 
Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being ~md the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in~age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on the edge ~f solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food. 

The retirement income of seniors and their ~edical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. 
\ 

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Progran1 intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives. · 

... 
NAME ( PRINT) P HYSI CAL ADDRESS E-MAI L 
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003 

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way. 

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska's seniors ranging in :age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska's seniors live precariously on th~ edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and fQod. 

The retirement income of seniors and their ~edical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state's economy. CIY 
In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year ~o the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska's youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives. 

NAME (PRINT) NAME {SIGNATURE) PHYSICAL ADDRESS MAILI NG ADDRESS CITY & ZIP PHONE E-MAIL 
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We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e q is la l  S ta te w id e  M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. ©
In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e  M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. &
In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

N a m e  ( p r i n t ) N a m e a  ( s i g n a t u r e )-  ̂ / P h y s i c a l  A d d r e s s Ma i l i n g  A d d r e s s C i t y  &  Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  ^ th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e  M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly ch^~.ks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska  ̂ seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

(Js)
The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e  M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address • Mailing Address Cit y  & Z ip P hone E-M a il
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. <W

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name ( p r in t ) Name (signature) Physical Address Ma ilin g  Address C it y  & Z ip P hone E -M a il

OS '—?. -JOA- Jr'tL DO /£. CJ • S6 / JZS/s/wsxt, ft I S6/ /C//<n tnrtA. ft S. Acs
1— A * • If 

--- - ’ > riv ̂ r • r t i y .
0

po sr& ft'y J  ftdk J-/S rtftcrg
<^o■ W .

? < (1 7 N  / . . f t k r  Q °f#
*

fa Jd  d o J r / 'L c J ' e2 ___ /V j- ftS i/ /#  ? ? : 7 f

/h. L is  ///// /Pi ft/?1)', 7 /  j T fj/ P O  / 3i; x /  6 7 }  L /SOA 7/t /h'ft

1 v v i & | a  I A A  d ( I o U aa  q-P<^

// /

5 v iLl v v \ J 2 ff-'SQ UA.-,rv f t p 776-3,/?a

fi-lclfourjO [a)o ( £ d if t d L j (a j J ) r r-. / rẑ f rbckji'ft H S ~ 7 S k / o
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. (JG

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address City  & Z i p P hone E-M a il
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to r  j  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

oThe retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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We ask you NOT to eliminate o r change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e  M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors a^d their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their incoi. a, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e  M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in-age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address City & Zip P hone E-M a il
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and\their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name ( p r in t ) Name (s ig n a tu re ) Ph y s ic a l  Address Ma il in g  Address C it y  &  Z i p P hone E-M a il
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medicai payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. 4̂  ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s y , and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e  M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging image from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and tc enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and Wealthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any way.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of tl»Qir income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e  M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e  M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e  M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. ( ^ 3 ^ )

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name ( p r in t ) Name (s ig n a tu re )  . Ph y s ic a l  Address Ma il in g  A ddress Cit y  & Z i p P hone E-M a il

P A  ^ ( / X

S' P i U C j

p h c U M X

P lo < y [Kv/:/: Q (x ^2____________-
•£/7Ao T > m Iu  

S i ^ f ix

m e V7/-?o77
•

7 z i L/ c

f i d s s t  O ' -y )  n
cj  !  /  /  - V S  7 ^

SI

I j o

22 2/iW- / . -
f" 77 7 c /j C ~  6

•̂ 7 ̂  v- <1 1 S’



We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of s e n io r  and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of cheir income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors Ijve precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address C ity  & Z i p P hone E-M a il

/<*j> ,<5 ^  72X? 3 

^T?o  7

? ? ? * '? r /Sc~

jo C?il v\ L ■

£ 11 J s

p j) < P ^ O  1 CO.
i,_-.a. c t

N k  7  'f  7c r 5  /i >*-*-

/Oc C—'
M -t-  

7 7  7* y-
sr

•

"70C G-
7 ) i ->

S  e <p*bu *> 
9 9 1 1 0

r \ i ^ ^ . * - / 1

Aaic
r-

oi-^0
p.D  >  pcU f r*S*7 q y-7 Pb /M /> 6 7  Q/HihOS^tcj ,

_,J f ' i- •--V ■/ - i *
■. J < A  Jt ' li ■' 1_/• ____- C )o£) fi.( - t -I- ■ r v

Pbk > » /'T/t-
Ll ste ~ vr"v? “3

J\A.(H ixp-v il~V litidM

J S ^ L  ̂ J
■ 3 ^ 5  Lua t&idu*  ̂ S O uavCA f b V ^  A A  q c i V nO

o  ..
^  u j  . S) * •

--------------------------------

pS ’L- A a * v W / ikz
0 - 

P b *  •
. _ y/t 
r K  P  U .

—1-- (—>---\------- 1-----

•-'oV 2 i r  b

1 ■ ■ / ’ '  I.



We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e  M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars r.e.: year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

N am e  ( p r in t ) N am e  ( sig n atu re) Ph y s ic a l  Address Ma il in g  Address C i t y  & Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in anv wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

N am e  ( p r in t ) N am e  ( sig nature ) Ph y s ic a l  Address Ma il in g  Address C i t y  &  Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e  M a rc h , 2 0 0 3
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TO : O u r  F a irb a n k s  in te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

N a m e  ( p r in t ) N a m e  (s ig n a tu re ) Ph y s ic a l  Address Ma il in g  Address C i t y  &  Z i p P h o n e E - M a i l
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address F iling Address Cit y  & Z i p P hojje E-M a il
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003
«

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being.and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. ©
In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and '.hey provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them t> continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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TO: Our Fairbanks Interior Legislators and other Legislators Statewide March, 2003

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being.and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

N am e  ( p r in t ) N am e  ( signature) Ph y s ic a l  Address Ma il in g  A ddress C i t y  & Z i p P ho n e E - M a i l
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the L o n g e v i t y  Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging image from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s, Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e  M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e  M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

5The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy. S ^

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

hi addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s eniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a r id  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to r s  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to r s  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food. __

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e  M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

N am e  ( p r in t ) N a m e  ( signature) Ph y s ic a l  Address Ma il in g  Address C i t y  &  Z i p P hone E - M a i l
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in-age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address City  & Z i p P hone E-M a il
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
5ead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  in te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging in age from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O : O u r  F a irb a n k s  In te r io r  L e g is la to rs  a n d  o th e r  L e g is la to rs  S ta te w id e M a rc h , 2 0 0 3

We ask you NOT to eliminate or change the provisions of the Longevity Bonus Program in any wav.

Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s seniors ranging image from 100 years down to 
the early 70s. Many of Alaska’s seniors live precariously on the edge of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the state’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of thousands of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS, to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address C it y  & Zi p P hone E-M a il
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T O :  Q u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i m .  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  in  a n v  w a y .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and the  survival of Alaska’s  sen io rs  ranging in age from 1 0 0  years down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  seniors  live precariously on the ed g e  of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen io rs  and their medical paym ents  have a significant beneficial effect on the s ta te ’s  economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are volunteers  and  they provide the equivalent of thousands  of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the s tate.  We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address Mailing Address Cit y  & Z ip Phone E -M a il
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T O :  O u  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 Q 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  in  a n y  w a v .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and  the survival of Alaska’s  sen io rs  ranging in age from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  sen io rs  live precariously on the  ed g e  of solvency s tretching their small incom es to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen io rs  and their medical paym ents  have a significant beneficial effect on the s t a te ’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, sen io rs  are volunteers  and they provide the equivalent of th o u san d s  of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to  ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors ,  and to enable  them  to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

M a i l i n g  A d d r e s sName ( p r i n t ) Nai ê ■ ( s i g n a t u r e ) Phone E-Mail



T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s  sen io rs  ranging in age from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  sen iors  live precariously on the edge  of solvency stre tching  their small incom es to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen iors  and their medical payments  have a significant beneficial effect on the s t a te ’s  economy.

Iri addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are volunteers  and  they provide the  equivalent of th o u sa n d s  of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the s tate.  We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the  Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name ( p r i n t ) Name ( s i g n a t u r e ) P h y s i c a l  A d d r e s s M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s C i t y  &  S i p P hone E -M a il
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T O :  O l .  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the  well being and  the survival of A laska’s  sen io rs  ranging in age from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  seniors  live precariously on the  edge  of solvency s tre tching  their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen iors  and their medical payments  have a significant beneficial effect on the s ta te ’s  economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are volunteers  and  they provide th e  equivalent of th o u san d s  of full-time jobs  worth millions 
of dollars per year to the s tate.  We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the  Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name ( p r i n t ) Name ( s i g n a t u r e ) P h y s i c a l  A d d r e s s M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s C ity  &  Zip Phone E -M ail
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T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and the  survival of A laska’s  s en io rs  ranging in age from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  seniors  live precariously on the  ed g e  of solvency s t re tch ing  their small incom es to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen iors  and their medical paym ents  have a significant beneficial effect on the  s ta t e ’s  economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are vo lunteers  and they provide the equivalent of th o u san d s  of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the  state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors ,  and to enable them  to continue to contribute  their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name ( p r i n t ) Name ( s i g n a t u r e ) P h y s i c a l  A d d r e s s M a i l i n g  A d d r e s s C i ty  &  Zip Phone E-M ail

J d ±  X ? f t . \ ) i 5 0 , ( i Q ^ l  fy C c . i c i  I  c v a A S A r V ; ^
T  /  1 

— \ V  I  I  J  A [ O ^ l  \ l \ d d h ' j y - h - \  h

• 1 . 1

t f t o r Z ? ! ?
A .  .

( M e m o i r s
v >

—

1?4 A /  t ' Y  3 ( ,  I , / U  ,,
r / T

b o i l i  ^  r ’o L i p 'v  V ' n n ?  f  7  r
n I t
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T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and  the survival of Alaska’s  sen io rs  ranging in age  from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  sen iors  live precariously on the  edge  of solvency stretching their small incom es to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors  and their medical paym ents  have a significant beneficial effect on the  s ta te ’s  economy. (IV
In addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are volunteers  and they provide the equivalent of th o u s a n d s  of full-time jobs  worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the  undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity B onus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors ,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e  M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and the  survival of Alaska’s  sen iors  ranging image from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  sen iors  live precariously on the  ed g e  of solvency stretching their small incom es to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen iors  and their medical payments  have a significant beneficial effect on the  s ta te ’s  economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors  are volunteers and they provide the  equivalent of th o u s a n d s  of full-time jobs  worth millions 
of dollars per year to  the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity B onus  Program intact AS IT IS. to en su re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors, and to enable  them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and  the  survival of Alaska’s  sen iors  ranging in age from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  sen iors  live precariously on the  e d g e  of solvency stre tching  their small incomes to  pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen iors  and their medical payments  have a significant beneficial effect on the  s ta te ’s  economy.

In addition to the  impact of their income, seniors are volunteers  and they provide the equivalent of th o u san d s  of full-time jobs  worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the  Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to en su re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors, and to enable them  to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and the  survival of Alaska’s  sen io rs  ranging in age  from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  seniors  live precariously on the  edge  of solvency s tretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen iors  and their medical paym ents  have a significant beneficial effect on the s ta te ’s  economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are volunteers  and they provide the equivalent of th ou san d s  of full-time jobs  worth millions 
of dollars per year to  the s tate.  We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.

Name (print) Name (signature) Physical Address ( Mailing Address City  & Zip Phone E -M ail

V ‘ t -  S o / h  A c'z J tL
/ i

2 7 ?  7 t ? # y ? 3  S’
y ^ ' T /  

/ y y S s  M / C C7

■ 5 5 /  X u L t J l f j Q A < J u  £

lfJ / \  L (  /  1 ( jf i- fs fL  i i t  > > 9  [  h U s J lL  A / -

-'5y-/72. s f / l p M

h t / Y / o s h  5 5  7 /1 .
-

t v  M P A  P .  ( 2 e .A jL i? y ,> & r i ( X p 6 ~  & A /20 C / f c T J / f  H b r P - e-( /o .eroL  5 _  «f*? 7/ a  

l7 f l/? j9 /T 7 l'/2  3 ( / g f - A a - f i ,
1

/T£>v A iT , 'fT 'tT S X ./c L .r
/ — '  A

5 S o  S  S 3' «s?
_  997^ 9

/ - e t t r / f & t t  b j> y z v  - / 3

/ /(P /A /V '4 1

/  7

7 m  7 ^ 4t" 7 P ■ / 2 ~ - f - 7 & ‘/ f y

r?
\ 

, 1

jS>
•»

l o / M M i  M y  H z f  i  h v & e £ c \  f t c y  fe o S "2 > ( ! %  / / ?  A / l M S

J j 'd iv h £ / VS A u .  (  r & w . o  & &

---------- --------

/  a * j h & w F x l / 8 t '  &  9 2

i I k *>  a m p
• f  a- ’ J 1 (

: i f P 4 . r i M O ^ S  0 - ^ s - f

/  . f t

. . L i b LP  ^ 7 3

J - J 'd fP  .  .. / S l i  I a s / A h

T .....................



T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s  sen iors  ranging in age  from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  seniors  live precariously on the  edge  of solvency stretching their small incom es to  pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen io rs  and their medical payments have a s ignificart  beneficial effect on the s t a t e ’s  economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of th o u sa n d s  of full-time jobs  worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s seniors ,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and th e  survival of Alaska’s  sen iors  ranging in age from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  sen iors  live precariously on the ed g e  of solvency stretching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen iors  and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the  s ta te ’s  economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are volunteers and  they provide the equivalent of th o u san d s  of full-time jobs  worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors, and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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T O :  O u r  F a i r b a n k s  I n t e r i o r  L e g i s l a t o r s  a n d  o t h e r  L e g i s l a t o r s  S t a t e w i d e M a r c h ,  2 0 0 3

W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are critical to the well being and the survival of A laska’s  sen iors  ranging in age from 1 0 0  years  down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  sen iors  live precariously on the edge  of solvency s tre tching their small incomes to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of sen iors  and their medical payments  have a significant beneficial effect on the s t a t e ’s economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, seniors  are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of th o u san d s  of full-time jobs worth millions 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the  Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensu re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s  youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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W e  a s k  y o u  N O T  t o  e l i m i n a t e  o r  c h a n g e  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  i n  a n y  w a v .

Longevity Bonus monthly checks  are  critical to the well being and the survival of Alaska’s  sen io rs  ranging in age  from 1 0 0  years down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  sen iors  live precariously on the ed g e  of solvency stretching their small incom es to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors  and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the  s ta te ’s  economy.

In addition to the impact of their income, sen iors  are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of th o u sa n d s  of full-time jobs 
of dollars per year to the state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity B onus  Program intact AS IT IS, to en su re  
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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Longevity Bonus monthly checks are critical to the well being and the  survival of Alaska’s  seniors  ranging in age  from 1 0 0  years down to 
the early 7 0 s. Many of Alaska’s  seniors live precariously on the edge  of solvency stretching their small incom es to pay for prescription 
drugs, rent and food.

The retirement income of seniors and their medical payments have a significant beneficial effect on the s ta te ’s  economy.
f t

In addition to the impact of their income, sen io rs  are volunteers and they provide the equivalent of th o u sa n d s  of full-time jobs  worth millions 
of dollars per year to the  state. We, the undersigned, urge our legislators to leave the Longevity Bonus Program intact AS IT IS. to ensure 
dignity and independence for Alaska’s  seniors,  and to enable them to continue to contribute their wisdom, to inspire Alaska’s youth, and to 
lead meaningful and healthy lives.
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F ra n k  L .  G ira rd  
1245 Sco tw ood  D riv e  
W a s i l l a ,  AK 93B54

nEANS TESTING FOR THE LONGEVITY BONUS?
G ove rno r flu rk o w sk i i s  a p p a r e n t ly  sch em in g  to  d e p r iv e  th e  o l d e s t  
and s i c k e s t  A la s k a n s  o f  t h e i r  L o n g e v i ty  Bonus ( L B )  by p u n is h in g  
t h r i f t .  The p ro p o sed  a s s e t / in c o m e  c u t o f f s  a r e  f a r  to o  low . Tho se  
LB s e n i o r s  who would q u a l i f y  to  c o n t in u e  to  r e c e iv e  th e  LB would 
q u a l i f y ,  o r  n e a r ly  s o , f o r  o th e r  c h a r i t i e s .  Tho se  LB s e n io r s  who 
w ere t h r i f t y  enough to  s a v e  f o r  one o r  more common e m e rg e n c ie s  
su ch  a s  u n e x p e c te d  m e d ic a l /d e n ta l  o u t l a y s ,  b ro k e n  h e a t in g  u n i t s ,  
f a i l e d  s e p t i c  s y s te m s ,  m a jo r c a r  r e p a i r s ,  e t c .  would n o t be 
e l i g i b l e  t o  s t a y  on th e  LB p ro g ram .
LB s e n i o r s  f o o l i s h l y  e x p e c te d  th e  s t a t e  t o  keep  i t s  p rom ise  and 
lo n g  ago  b u i l t  th e  LB i n to  t h e i r  in com e -e xp en se  s t r u c t u r e s .
( e . g . ,  m o rtg a g e  paym en ts were p r e d ic a te d  on a c o n t in u in g  L B . )  I f  
th e  LB i s  w ith d raw n , exLB s e n i o r s  w i l l  h ave  t o  sp end  down t h e i r  
s a v in g s  a t  th e  LB r a t e  u n t i l  t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s  f a l l  below  th e  
p o v e r ty  l e v e l s  c u r r e n t l y  p la n n e d . A t t h a t  t im e , th e y  w i l l  h ave  
l i t t l e  l e f t  to  Face  h a rd s h ip s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  p e c u l i a r  to  o ld  
a g e . How c r u e l  i t  would be to  deny th e  o l d e s t  and s i c k e s t  segm en t 
o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  a s i i g h t  b i t  oF s e c u r i t y !
To l e g a l l y  t r y  t o  b e a t  f i n a n c i a l  a s s e t  t e s t i n g ,  many s e n io r s  w i l l  
t r a n s f e r  s a v in g s  i n to  more e x p e n s iv e  homes, c a r s  o r  o th e r  l e s s  
l i q u i d  fo rm s .  T h i s  a c c o m p lish e s  n o th in g  f o r  th e  s t a t e  and le a v e s  
o ld  p eo p le  more v u ln e r a b le  to  c a t a s t r o p h e .  W ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  
g r e a t  w e a l th ,  th e  s t a t e  sh o u ld  e n c o u ra g e  o l d s t e r s  t o  have a s  much 
l i q u i d i t y  a s  p o s s i b l e .
What i s  th e  r e a l  c o s t  o f  a d m in i s t e r i n g  and p o l i c i n g  a m ean s-b a sed  
LB p ro g ram ?  T h i s  c o s t  c o u ld  t a k e  a l a r g e  b i t e  o u t o f  what i s  
su p po sed  to  be s a v e d . What a b o u t p r i v a c y  r i g h t s ,  l o s s  o f  d i g n i t y ?
N e a r ly  a l l  LB money i s  s p e n t  in  A la s k a  w i th  accom pany ing  econom ic 
s t im u lu s .  The v a s t  m a jo r i t y  o f  I..B s e n i o r s  have s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ;  
many have  o th e r  income a s  w e l l .  A s e n i o r ' s  t o t a l  incom e can be 
s e v e r a l  t im e s  th e  LB . U su a lly  a l l  i s  s p e n t  in  th e  s t a t e  w ith  much 
g r e a t e r  econom ic b e n e f i t  th a n  from  th e  LB a lo n e .  L o s s  o f  th e  LB 
w i l l  c a u se  th o u sa n d s  o f  s e n io r s  to  le a v e  F o r p la c e s  w ith  low e r 
l i v i n g  c o s t s ,  t a k i n g  t h e i r  SS and any o th e r  income w ith  them .
T h i s  p o t e n t i a l  l o s s  c o u ld  d i c t a t e  m a in ta in in g  th e  LB a s  i s .



Though m ost s e n i o r s  d o n ’ t  know i t ,  th e y  a r e  f a c in g  f i n a n c i a l  
d i s a s t e r .  S te e p ly  r i s i n g  d ru g  c o s t s  and o n go in g  f e d e r a l  c u t s  in  
m ed ic a re  and v e t e r a n ’ s  b e n e f i t s  w i l l  e v e n tu a l l y  c ru s h  th e  
m a jo r i t y  o f  s e n i o r s .  P le a s e  le a v e  th e  LB a s  i s  f o r  th e  o l d e s t  
and s i c k e s t  A 'a s k a n s ,  They d e s p e r a t e l y  need i t !  By d e a th ,  th e  LB 
i s  a l r e a d y  s e l f - e l i m i n a r i n g .
Ule a r e  t o l d  t h a t  A la s k a  i s  g o in g  j r o k e . In  re s p o n s e  to  t h i s ,  
many new ways o f  r a i s i n g  money f o r  th e  s t a t e  have been s u g g e s te d  
— s a l e s  t a x ;  incom e t a x ;  to u r i s m  t a x ;  sk im m ing  a l i t t l e  from  each 
d iv id e n d  ch e ck ; a l o t t e r y ;  c u t t i n g  th e  s t a t e ' s  b lo a te d  
b u re a u c ra c y , b o o n d o g g le s , and o th e r  m on e ta ry  h em o rrh a g e s . B u t an 
o b v io u s  l a r g e  and r e l a t i v e l y  p a in l e s s  s o u rc e  o f  re v e n u e  i s  n e v e r 
m en tio n e d — th e  t a x i n g  o f  c h u rc h  p r o p e r t y .
E x em p tin g  any p r o p e r ty  from  t a x a t i o r  ^ l i g io u s  r e a s o n s
v i o l a t e s  th e  F i r s t  Amendment, th e  s n o f  c h u rc h  and s t a t e .
Tax e x em p tio n  f o r  r e l i g i o n  c a u s e s  u j  pay h ig h e r  t a x e s  to
make up f o r  p o t e n t i a l  re v e n u e  s h o r t  j s . T h i s  u n f a i r  p r a c t i c e  
c a u s e s  many to  i n d i r e c t l y  s u p p o r t  r e l i g i o n  th e y  may n o t a g re e  
w i t h .
B e c au se  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  c lo u t  and th e  p e r s o n a l  p r e ju d ic e s  
o f  many in  g o v e rn m en t, no p o l i t i c i a n  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s id e r s  t a x in g  
c h u rc h  p r o p e r ty .  B u t why n o t?  T h i s  would f o r c e  r e l i g i o n  t o  be 
more f r u g a l .  The added b u rd e n , i f  a n y , on th e  a v e ra g e  p a r i s h io n e r  
would be s m a l l .
C h u rch e s  t h a t  s u s t a i n  o n g o in g , c l e a r l y  c h a r i t a b l e  p ro g ram s such  
a s  fo o d  and s h e l t e r  f o r  i n d i g e n t s  s h o u ld  n o t pay t a x  on th e  
p r o p e r t i e s  u sed  f o r  th e s e  p u rp o s e s .  B u t v e ry  few  c h u rc h e s  engage  
in  su ch  a c t i v i t i e s .  The v a s t  m a jo r i t y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p r o p e r t i e s  a re  
d e v o te d  to  s a t i s f y i n g  th e  em o tio n s  o f  c o n g r e g a t io n s ,  fu n d  
r a i s i n g ,  and p r o s e l y t i z i n g .  T h a t th e s e  a r e  more w o rth y  th a n  
p r o v id in g  s h e l t e r  f o r  o n e ’ s  f a m i ly  o r  h o u s in g  a b u s in e s s  i s  a 
m a t te r  o f  p e r s o n a l  o p in io n .  B u t to  i n f r i n g e  th e  LB o r o th e r  
n e c e s s a r y  f u n c t i o n s  w h ile  l e a v in g  c h u rc h  p ro p e r ty  u n ta x e d  would 
n o t o n ly  be u n f a i r ,  i n s e n s i t i v e  and h y p o c r i t i c a l  b u t a s tu p id  
c r im e !
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MEANS TESTING FOR THE LONGEVITY BONUS?
G ove rno r Murkowsski i s  a p p a r e n t l y  sch em in g  t o  d e p r iv e  th e  o l d e s t  
and s i c k e s t  A la s k a n s  o f  t h e i r  L o n g e v i ty  Bonus (L B )  by p u n is h in g  
t h r i f t .  The p ro p o se d  a s s e t / i n c o m e  c u t o f f s  a r e  f a r  to o  low . Tho se  
LB s e n i o r s  who would q u a l i f y  t o  c o n t in u e  to  r e c e iv e  th e  LB would 
q u a l i f y ,  o r  n e a r l y  s o ,  f o r  o t h e r  c h a r i t i e s .  T ho se  LB s e n i o r s  who 
w ere t h r i f t y  enough t o  s a v e  f o r  one o r  more common e m e rg e n c ie s  
su ch  a s  u n e x p e c te d  m e d ic a l /d e n ta l  o u t l a y s ,  b ro k en  h e a t in g  u n i t s ,  
f a i l e d  s e p t i c  s y s te m s ,  m a jo r c a r  r e p a i r s ,  B tc .  would n o t be 
e l i g i b l e  t o  s t a y  on th e  LB p ro g ram .
LB s e n io r s  f o o l i s h l y  e x p e c te d  th e  s t a t s  to  keep  i t s  p ro m ise  and 
lo n g  ago b u i l t  th e  LB I n t o  t h e i r  in c o m e -e xp en se  s t r u c t u r e s .
( e . g . ,  m o r tg a g e  p a ym en ts  w ere p r e d ic a te d  on a c o n t in u in g  L B . )  I f  
t h e  LB i s  w ith d raw n , exLB  s e n i o r s  w i l l  h ave  t o  sp end  down t h e i r  
s a v in g s  a t  th e  LB r a t e  u n t i l  t h e i r  r e s o u r c e s  f a l l  below  th e  
p o v e r ty  l e v e l s  c u r r e n t l y  p la n n e d . A t t h a t  t im e ,  th e y  w i l l  h ave 
l i t t l e  l e f t  t o  f a c e  h a r d s h ip s ,  e s p e c i a l l y  th o s e  p e c u l i a r  to  o ld  
a g e . How c r u e l  i t  would be t o  dBny th B  o l d e s t  and s i c k e s t  se gm en t 
o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  a s l i g h t  b i t  o f  s e c u r i t y !
To l e g a l l y  t r y  t o  b e a t  f i n a n c i a l  a s s e t  t e s t i n g ,  many s e n io r s  w i l l  
t r a n s f e r  s a v i n g s  i n t o  more e x p e n s iv e  homes, c a r s  o r  o th e r  I b s s  
l i q u i d  fo rm s .  T h i s  a c c o m p lis h e s  n o th in g  f o r  th e  s t a t e  and l e a v e s  
o ld  p eo p le  more v u ln e r a b l e  to  c a t a s t r o p h e .  W ith  th e  e x c e p t io n  o f  
g r e a t  w e a l th ,  t h e  s t a t e  s h o u ld  e n c o u ra g e  o l d s t e r s  t o  have a s  much 
l i q u i d i t y  a s  p a s s i b l e .
What i s  th e  r e a l  c o s t  o f  a d m in i s t e r i n g  and p o l i c i n g  a m ean s-b a sed  
LB p rog ram ? T h i s  c o s t  c o u ld  t a k e  a l a r g e  b i t e  o u t o f  what i s  
su p po sed  to  be s a v e d . What a b o u t p r i v a c y  r i g h t s ,  l o s s  o f  d i g n i t y ?
N e a r ly  a l l  LB money i s  s p e n t  in  A la s k a  w i th  accom panying  econom ic 
s t im u lu s .  The v a s t  m a jo r i t y  o f  LB s e n i o r s  have  s o c i a l  s e c u r i t y ;  
many have o th e r  incom e a s  w e l l .  A s e n i o r ’ s  t o t a l  income can be 
s e v e r a l  t im e s  th e  LB . U s u a l ly  a l l  i s  s p e n t  in  th B  s t a t e  w ith  much 
g r e a t e r  econom ic b e n e f i t  th a n  fro m  th e  LB a lo n e .  L o s s  o f  th e  LB 
w i l l  c a u se  th o u sa n d s  o f  s e n i o r s  t o  le a v e  f o r  p la c e s  w ith  low e r 
l i v i n g  c o s t s ,  t a k i n g  t h e i r  SS  and any o th e r  income w ith  them .
T h i s  p o t e n t i a l  l o s s  c o u ld  d i c t a t e  m a in ta in in g  th e  LB a s  i s .



Though m o st s e n i o r s  d o n ’ t  know i t ,  th e y  a r e  F a c in g  f i n a n c i a l  
d i s a s t e r .  S te e p ly  r i s i n g  d ru g  c a s t s  and o n go in g  f e d e r a l  c u t s  in  
m ed ic a re  and v e t e r a n ’ s  b e n e f i t s  w i l l  B V B n tu a lly  c ru s h  th e  
m a jo r i t y  o f  s e n i o r s .  P le a s e  le a v e  th e  LB a s  i s  f o r  th e  o l d e s t  
and s i c k e s t  A la s k a n s .  They d B s p e r a tB ly  need i t !  By d e a th ,  th e  LB 
i s  a l r e a d y  s e l f - e l i m i n a t i n g .  : -
We a r e  t o l d  t h a t  A la s k a  i s  g o in g  b ro k e .  In  r e s p o n s e  to  t h i s ,  
many new ways o f  r a i s i n g  money f o r  th e  s t a t e  h ave  been s u g g e s te d  
— s a l e s  t a x ;  incom e t a x ;  to u r i s m  t a x ;  sk im m ing a l i t t l e  from  each 
d iv id e n d  c h e c k ; a l o t t e r y ;  c u t t i n g  th e  s t a t e ’ s  b lo a te d  
b u re a u c ra c y ,  b o o n d o g g le s , and o t h e r  m one ta ry  h e m o rrh a g e s . B u t an 
o b v io u s  l a r g e  and r e l a t i v e l y  p a i n l e s s  s o u rc e  o f  re v e n u e  i s  n e v e r 
m en tio n e d — th e  t a x i n g  o f  c h u rc h  p r o p e r t y .
E x em p tin g  any p r o p e r ty  from  t a x a t i o n  f o r  r e l i g i o u s  re a s o n s  
v i o l a t e s  th e  F i r s t  Amendment, th e  s e p a r a t i o n  o f  c h u rc h  and s t a t e .  
Tax  e x em p tio n  f o r  r e l i g i o n  c a u s e s  o t h e r s  to  pay h ig h e r  t a x e s  to  
make up f o r  p o t e n t i a l  re v e n u e  s h o r t a g e s .  T h i s  u n f a i r  p r a c t i c e  
c a u s e s  many to  i n d i r e c t l y  s u p p o r t  r e l i g i o n  th e y  may n o t a g re e  w i th .
B ecau se  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  c l o u t  and th e  p e r s o n a l  p r e ju d ic e s  
o f  many in  g o v e rnm en t, no p o l i t i c i a n  s e r i o u s l y  c o n s id e r s  t a x in g  
c h u rc h  p r o p e r t y .  B u t why n o t?  T h i s  would fo r c e  r e l i g i o n  t o  be 
more F r u g a l .  The added b u rd e n , i f  a n y , on th e  a v e ra g e  p a r i s h io n e r  would be s m a l l .
C h u rch e s  t h a t  s u s t a i n  o n g o in g , c l e a r l y  c h a r i t a b l e  p ro g ram s such  
a s  fo o d  and s h e l t e r  f o r  i n d i g e n t s  s h o u ld  n o t pay t a x  on th e  
p r o p e r t i e s  u sed  f o r  th e s e  p u rp o s e s .  B u t v e ry  few  c h u rc h e s  engage  
in  su ch  a c t i v i t i e s .  The v a s t  m a jo r i t y  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p r o p e r t i e s  a re  
d e v o te d  to  s a t i s f y i n g  th e  e m o tio n s  o f  c o n g r e g a t io n s ,  fu n d  
r a i s i n g ,  and p r o s e l y t i z i n g .  T h a t t h e s e  a r e  more w o rth y  th a n  
p ro v id in g  s h e l t e r  f o r  o nB ’ s  f a m i l y  o r  h o u s in g  a b u s in e s s  i s  a 
m a t te r  o f  p a r s o n a l  o p in io n .  B u t t o  i n f r i n g e  th e  LB o r  o th e r  
n e c e s s a r y  f u n c t i o n s  w h ile  l e a v in g  c h u rc h  p r o p e r ty  u n ta x e d  would 
n o t o n ly  be u n f a i r ,  i n s e n s i t i v e  and h y p o c r i t i c a l  b u t  a s tu p id  c rim e !
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FROM : CASEY 1
FA X  NO. : 9 0 7 2 4 8 9 1 9 2

M ay . 0 2  2 0 0 3  0 4 :3 3 P M  P I

©

FAX TO: 907 465 6814907 465 4779 E . M. CASEY, AN OLD VOTER 
May 2, 2003HOUSE FINANCE COMMITTEE 

SENATE FINANCE COMMITTEE LONGEVITY AMENDMENTS 
SB 117 ( i )DEAR COMMITTEE MEMBERS:

THERE ARE 4 AREAS OF DEEP CONCERN THAT ARE RAISED BY TESTIMONY SO FAR ABOUT THE FORM IN WHICH THE LONGEVITY BONUS PROGRAM PAYMENTS WILL BE ALLOWED TO CONTINUE:
(n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  in o rd e r  o f  im po rtan ce )
1. INCOME E L IG IB IL IT Y sh ou ld  n o t be even 

low e r th an  f o r  v a r io u s  o th e r  p u b l ic  i n t e r e s t  p rogram s no r shou ld  t h a t  f o r  a coup le  be l e s s  th an  tw ic e  t h a t  o f an in d iv id u a l - - s h o u ld  be a t  l e a s t  , two a'hd 'o n e -h a l f  t im e s  
f e d e r a l  p o v e r ty  l e v e l  b ecau se  th o se  n o ta lr e a d y  on w e l fa re  have many h e a l th  in su ra n c e  
and o th e r  expen ses n o t p a id  by government .

2. ASSET E L IG IB IL IT Y sh ou ld  n o t p e n a liz e  th o se  who have scrim ped to  p u t a s id e  money f o r  
such  c a ta s t r o p h ic  expen se s a s e s s e n t i a l  r e p a i r s  to  t h e i r  home: f ro z e n  p ip e s ,  r o o f  l e a k s ,  p lu  th ing  f a i l u r e s — and homo 
in su ra n c e . And, f o r  th e  le g io n s  o f  m o n th -to - month r e n t e r s  who can a t  a l a n d lo r d ' s  whim be fa c e d  w ith  a l l  th e  exp en se s o f  moving: f i r s t  and l a s t  m on th 's r e n t ,  d e p o s i t s ,  u t i l i t y  
c o n n e c tio n s  and d e p o s i t s ,  and p ay in g  f o r  h e lp  to  f in d  a p la c e  to  l i v e ,  pack,m ove,
and unpack— we need to  be a llow ed  a t  th e  v e ry  le a s t  to  r e t a in  te n  thou sand  d o l l a r s  
o f  emergency s a v in g s  f o r  a l l  th e  many th in g s  th e  s t a t e  does no t p ro v id e  f o r  us .
N o te : Such emergency s a v in g s  canno t be " s t r u c tu r e d "
to  p roduce income o f f s e t s  r e f e r e d  to  by th e  W elfa re  D epa rtm en t.

3. EXCESSIVE PAPERWORK DEMANDS would p re v e n t many e ld e r s  who r e l y  on LBP f o r  su s te n a n c e  from  b e in g  a b le  to  q u a l i f y .  A s im p le ..f o rm , - e a s i 1y  
u nd e rs to o d  v r i t t e n  f o r  t h i s  p rogram  o n ly  and s ig n e d  under p e n a lty  o f  p e r ju r y  v h ic h  can be su b m itte d  by m a il i n i t i a l l y  and a n n u a lly  cou ld  
be a r a t i o n a l  and p r a c t i c a l  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  th e  o n ly  a l t e r n a t i v e  su g g e s te d  by w e lfa re -m in d e d .

4* FREEZING E L IG IB IL IT Y to  a llo w  d ropp in g  o u t and 
r e g a in in g  e l i g i b i l i t y  i f  needed in  th e  f u tu r e
needs to  be c l a r i f i e d 8400 Jew e l LaTje, Anchorage AK 

t e l .  243 8530



L EG ISLA TIV E A FFA IR S A G E N C Y  
IN F O R M A T IO N  & T E LEC O N FER EN C IN G  

PO B ox 845 
Tok, A K  99780 

Phone: 883-5020 Fax: 883-5021

D ate:__ 4 / 73 o  /  O __________

Please accept the enclosed original(s) of written testimony for the S(M/Yl4C- -H  Q  0iV\CQ— 
teleconferenced hearing that was scheduled on P S  \ \~ 7  LcViQfL\[ [4-C/j F S s n  O S

A copy of this testimony was transmitted to vour committee via fax on H / 3 o / o ~ 5

Thank you. 

Tok LIO
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State o f Alaska
LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 

INFORMATION & TELECONFERENCING

Tok Legislative Information Office
PO Box 845 

Tok, AK 99780 
Phone: 883-5020 

Fax: S83-5021 
Email: tok_lio@ legis.state.ak.us

To Senate Finance Com m ittee: Testim ony for SB 117 Teleconference  
4/30/03 @ 5:30 PM  
* O rig in a l m ailed  5 /1 /0 3

I speak for myself. I am opposed lo Senate Bill 117 as a substitution for and eventual elimination o f the 
Longevity Bonus program

It was originally designed to encourage the older Alaskans who worked and helped build up what is now 
our present state. These elderly persons worked hard to make on unforgiving land one o f promise where we 
could live a life style o f  choice and still be able lo abide by Government rules and laws.

Your recommendation for qualifications is one of inequitable possibilities under the current age of 
increasing cost o f living.

The loss o f income will force many to apply for other subsistence and the mountains o f  paperwork will cost 
more in the long run than if you continue to pay the Bonus. Therefore you arc robbing the senior to create 
more political jobs. You will be stripping us o f pride and income.

The loss o f spending cash will affect the already poor economy.

At the hearings I listened to many reasonable possible solutions to help keep this program and also help 
your budget.

You, Governor Murkowski, and Senators should try to live on the budget you set for the seniors on this 
program and see how it feels. In your campaign we were promised how you would improve the state, and 
as thanks lor our vote and contributions you arc taking away part o f our income. I’m sorry I voted for you.

I am a widow 75 years old and a icsident of Alaska for 48 years. I have worked hard and donated many 
hours and dollars to help make this slate and my community a good place to raise my family and 
grandchildren in.

Geneva Smith

mailto:tok_lio@legis.state.ak.us


Alaska State Legislature

Please enter in to  the record my testim ony to the f 'y . q- ' —J
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April 30, 2003

To Members o f  the Senate Finance Committee 

Subject: Longevity Bonus

My name is Bill Church, age 72, and I have lived in Alaska for 69 years. 1 worked my 
whole life here and subsequently retired here.

I’m not so old that I can’t realize the necessity o f  cutting the budget. However, there are 
many elderly people who can’t make it without the longevity bonus and I think it would 
be pretty heartless take this away from them. This “needs based longevity bonus” would 
take care o f these people who would otherwise fall between the cracks.

I consider myself a true Alaskan, and I can see a need for changes in the longevity 
program. As has been said many times, it was created to reward those longtime Alaskans 
who lived here, worked, and helped make Alaska what it is today. It no longer serves 
that purpose. As has also been said, it has created two classes o f  seniors; actually more 
than that. There are long-time Alaskans who get the bonus; there are short time Alaskans 
who get the bonus; and there are long-time Alaskans who don’t get the bonus. It 
probably would be a fairly reasonable thing to say that those o f  us who don’t get the 
bonus could use it just a well as those getting it. Whether they needed it or not, those 
receiving the bonus have received thousands o f dollars since the program started, or they 
reached age 65. We are all being asked to tighten our belts, so perhaps those not in dire 
need of the bonus will now be willing to sacrifice a little in order to look out for those 
who are.

I sat in during the last two legislative audio conferences, and heard many people talking 
about, “it being nice to have, they had gotten used to it and it wasn’t right to take it away 
now, it was their mad money, etc.” I also had planned on the bonus at age 65, but missed 
the deadline by 5 months. It was necessary' to make several major adjustments in our 
retirement plans at that time, as my wife would also have received it. Perhaps the people 
fortunate enough to have received the bonus should be grateful it lasted as long as it did.

I spoke with one o f the Johnny come lately Alaskans and he said, and I quote him, “If 
the legislature docs this. I’m going BACK down south.” All I can say is that people like 
this are not Alaskans. Alaskans are here through both the good times and the bad.
Perhaps it would not be such a bad thing if  some o f these people who came up here 
strictly for the benefits Alaska offered were to return home when the benefits stopped.

When you consider the number o f senior citizens residing in Alaska, these hearings show 
how few of them are willing to give up even a few minutes to defend the programs 
benefiting them. Perhaps they are not as important to them as we think.

is//ft
2 -
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Hag 5, 2003
Frank  I. . G ira rd  
1245 Scotwaod D rive  
W a s i l la ,  AK 336SH

MEANS TESTING FDR THE LONGEVITY BONUS?
Governor MurkowskI i s  a p p a re n tly  schem ing to  d e p r iv e  th e  o ld e s t  and 9 ic k e s t  A la sk a n s  o f  t h e i r  L a n g e v itg  Bonus C1.B) by p u n ish in g  t h r i f t ,  The p roposed  a s s e t/ in c o m e  c u t o f f s  e re  F a r  to o  low , Thuse LB s e n io r s  who would q u a l i f y  to  c o n tin u e  to  re c e iv e  th e  LB would q u a l i f y ,  o r  n e a r ly  so , f o r  o th e r  c h a r i t i e s .  Those LB s e n io r s  who were t h r i f t y  enough to  save  f a r  one o r more common em ergenc ie s 
such a s  unexpec ted  m e d ic a l /d e n ta l  o u t la y s ,  broken h e a t in g  u n i t s ,  
f a i l e d  s e p t i c  s y s tem s , m ajo r c a r  r e p a i r s ,  a te .  would n o t be e l i g i b l e  to  s ta y  on th e  LB p rogram .
LB s e n io r s  f o o l i s h l y  e xp ec ted  th e  s t a t e  to  keBp i t s  p rom ise  and 
long ago b u i l t  th e  LD in to  t h e i r  lncom e-expensB s t r u c t u r e s .C e .g ., m o rtgage  paym ents were p re d ic a te d  on a c o n tin u in g  L B . )  I f  th e  LB i s  w ithd raw n , exLB s e n io r s  w i l l  have to  spend, down t h e i r  s a v in g s  a t  th e  LB r a t e  u n t i l  t h e i r  re s o u rc e s  f a l l  below th e  
p o v e rty  l e v e l s  c u r r e n t ly  p lann ed . A t t h a t  tim e , th e y  w i l l  have 
l i t t l e  l e f t  to  fa c e  h a rd sh ip s ,  e s p e c ia l l y  th o se  p e c u l ia r  to  o ld  
age , How c ru e l  i t  would be to  deny th e  o ld e s t  and s i c k e s t  segm ent o f  th e  p o p u la t io n  a s l i g h t  b i t  o f  s e c u r i t y  I
To l e g a l l y  t r y  to  b e a t f i n a n c ia l  a s s e t  t e s t i n g ,  many s e n io r s  w i l l  
t r a n s f e r  s a v in g s  in to  more e x p en s iv e  homes, c a r s  o r o th e r  l e s s  l iq u id  fa rm s . T h is  a c com p lish e s n o th in g  f o r  th e  s t a tB  and le a v e s  
o ld  peop le  more v u ln e ra b le  to  c a ta s t r o p h e .  W ith th e  e x c e p tio n  o f  g r e a t  w e a lth , th e  s t a t e  sh ou ld  encou rage o l d s t e r s  to  have a s  much l i q u i d i t y  a s  p o s s ib le .
What i s  th e  r e a l  c o s t  o f  a d m in is te r in g  and p o l ic in g  a m eans-based LB program ? T h is  c o s t  cou id  ta k B  a la r g e  b i t e  o u t o f  what i s  
supposed to  be sa v ed . What abou t p r iv a c y  r i g h t s ,  l o s s  o f  d ig n i ty ?
N ea rly  a l l  LB mansy i s  sp e n t in  A la sk a  w ith  accompanying economic 
s t im u lu s .  The v a s t  m a jo r i ty  o f  LB s e n io r s  have s o c ia l  s e c u r i t y ;  
many have o th B r income a s  w e l l .  A s e n io r ' s  t o t a l  income can be 
s e v e r a l  t im e s  th e  LB. U su a lly  a l l  i s  sp e n t in  th e  s t a t e  w ith  much 
g r e a te r  econom ic b e n e f i t  th an  from  th e  LB a ionB . L o ss  o f  th e  LB w i l l  cau se  th o u sand s o f  s e n io r s  to  le a v e  f o r  p la c e s  w ith  lower l i v i n g  c o s t s ,  ta k in g  t h e i r  SS and anu o th e r  income w ith  them .T h is  p o t e n t i a l  I d ss  cou ld  d i c t a t e  m a in ta in in g  th e  LB o s  i s .
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Though m ost s e n io r s  don ’ t  know i t ,  th ey  a re  F a c in g  f in a n c ia l  
d i s a s t e r .  S tB e p ly  r i s i n g  d ru g  c o s t3  and ongoing fe d e r a l  c u ts  in  m ed ica re  and v e te r a n ’ s  b e n e f i t s  w i l l  e v e n tu a lly  c ru sh  th e  •, 
m a jo r i ty  o f  B B n io rs , P le a s e  le a v e  th e  LB a s  i s  f o r  th e  o ld e s t  and s i c k e s t  A la sk a n s , They d e s p e ra te ly  need i t l  By d ea th , th e  LB 
i s  a lr e a d y  s e l f - e l im in a t i n g ,  . . .  -  • •,
We a re  t o ld  t h a t  A la sk a  i s  go in g  b ro k e . In  re sp o n se  to  t h i s ,  
many new ways o f r a i s i n g  money F o r th e  s t a t e  have been su g g e s te d  — s a l e s  t a x ;  income ta x ;  to u r ism  ta x ;  skimming a l i t t l e  from  aach d iv id e n d  chock ; a l o t t e r y ;  c u t t i n g  th e  s t a t e ' s  b lo a te d  b u re a u c ra c y , boondogg le s, and o th e r  monetary hem orrhages. Bu t an ob v io u s l a r g e  and r e l a t i v e l y  p a in l e s s  so u rc e  o f  revenue 13 neve r m en tioned— th e  ta x in g  o f  chu rch  p r o p e r ty .

a | 4 • •

Exem pting anu p ro p e r ty  From ta x a t io n  Fo r r e l i g i o u s  re a so n s  v i o l a t e s  th e  F i r s t  Amendment, th e  s e p a ra t io n  o f chu rch  and s t a t e ,  
Tax exem ption  Fo r r e l i g i o n  c a u se s  o th e r s  to  pay h ig h e r  ta x e s  to  make up F o r p o t e n t i a l  revenue  s h o r ta g e s .  T h is  u n f a i r  p r a c t ic e  .
c au se s  many to  i n d i r e c t l y  su p p o r t r e l i g i o n  th ey  mey no t a g re e  w i th .  . »
Because o f  r e l i g i o u s  p o l i t i c a l  c lo u t  and th e  p e rso n a l p re ju d ic e s  
o f  manu in  governm en t, no p o l i t i c i a n  s e r io u s ly  c o n s id e r s  ta x in g  ' chu rch  p ro p e r ty .  B u t why n o t?  T h is  would Fo rce  r e l i g i o n  to  be more F ru g a l .  The added bu rden ,' i f  any, on th e  a v e ra ge  p a r i s h io n e r  would be sm a l l .
Churches t h a t  s u s t a in  ongo ing , c lB a r ly  c h a r i ta b le  program s such ■ 
a s  Food and s h e l t e r  Fo r in d ig e n ts  shou ld  no t pay ta x  on th e  p r o p e r t i e s  u sed  f o r  th e s e  p u rp o se s . B u t v e ry  Few chu rche s engage 
in  such a c t i v i t i e s .  The v a s t  m a ja r i tu  o f  r e l i g i o u s  p ro p e r t ie s  a redevo ted  to  s a t i s f y i n g  th e  em o tion s o f  c o n g re g a tio n s , fund 
r a i s i n g ,  and p r o s e l y t i z in g .  T h a t th e s e  a re  more worthu than p ro v id in g  s h e l t e r  f o r  o n e ’ s  fa m ily  o r hou sin g  a b u s in e s s  i s  a ■m a tte r  o f  p e rso n a l o p in io n . B u t to  i n f r i n g e  th e  LB o r o th e r 
n e c e s sa ry  fu n c t io n s  w h ile  le a v in g  chu rch  p ro p e r ty  un taxed  would n o t on ly  Lb u n f a i r ,  i n s e n s i t i v e  and h y p o c r i t i c a l  b u t a s tu p id  crim B l .
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April 30,2003

To Members of the Senate Finance Committee 

Subject: Longevity Bonus

My name is Bill Church, age 72, and I have lived in Alaska for 69 years. 1 worked my 
whole life here and subsequently retired here,

I’m not so old that I can’t realize the necessity of cutting the budget. However, there arc 
many elderly people who can’t make it without the longevity bonus and I think it would 
be pretty heartless take this away from them. This “needs based longevity bonus'* would 
take care of these people who would otherwise fall between the cracks.

I consider myself a true Alaskan, and I can sec a need for changes in the longevity 
program. As has been said many times, it was created to reward those longtime Alaskans 
who lived here, worked, and helped make Alaska what it is today. It no longer serves 
that purpose, As has also been said, it has created two classes of seniors; actually more 
than that. There are long-time Alaskans who get the bonus; there are short time Alaskans 
who get the bonus; and there aro long-time Alaskans who don’t get the bonus. It 
probubly would be a fairly reasonable thing tc say that those of us who don’t get the 
bonus could use it just a well as those getting it. Whether they needed it or not, those 
receiving the bonus have received thousands of dollars since the program started, or they 
reached age 65. We are all being asked to tighten our belts, so perhaps those not in dire 
need of the bonus will now be willing to sacrifice a little in order to look out for those 
who are.

I sat in during the last two legislative audio conferences, and heard many people talking 
about, “it being nice to have, they had gotten used to it and it wasn’t right to take it away 
now, it was their mad money, etc." 1 also had planned on the bonus at age 65, but missed 
tho deadline by 5 months. It was necessary to make several major adjustments in our 
retirement plans at that time, as my wife would also have received it, Perhaps the people 
fortunate enough to have received the bonus should be grateful it lasted as long as it did.

I spoke with one of the Johnny come lately Alaskans and he said, and 1 quote him, “If 
the legislature docs this, I’m going BACK down south.” All I can say is that people like 
this arc not Alaskans. Alaskans are here through both the good times and the bad. 
Perhaps it would not be such a bad thing if some of these people who came up here 
strictly for the benefits Alaska offered were to return home when the benefits slopped.

When you consider the number of senior citizens residing in Alaska, these hearings show 
how few of them are willing to give up even a few minutes lo defend the programs 
benefiting them. Perhaps they aro not as important to them as we think,
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COMMENTS ON SB 117, SENATE COMMITTEE AMENDED VERSION HI "  4-^0-03

INADEQUATE PROVISION AS TO ALLOWANCE FOR LIQUID ASSETS, CASH AVAILABLE TO RECIPIENTS WITHOUT DISQUALIFICATION, IN IT IA LLY  OR ON A CONTINUING BASIS# AND CONSTANT REQUALIFICATION EXCESSES»
I F  RECIPIENT DOES NOT OWN Ju L IV E  IN H IS OR HER OWN HOME 
NEEDS TO BE ABLE TO IMMED]ATELY MEET COSTS IF  FORCED BY CIRCUMSTANCES TO MOVE, E .G . ,  F IR ST  AND LAST MONTH'S RENT,SECURITY DEPOSITS, INCLUDING THOSE FOR PETS, AND PAYING FOR PACKING HELP AS WELL AS MOVING HOUSEHOLD FURNITURE,ETC. ,  CONNECTING U T IL IT IE S  AND ANY DEPOSITS FOR CONNECTION— AND COSTS OF HAVING HELP IN FINDING A PLACE TO MOVE. TO PROVIDE 
FOR LESS PUTS VULNERABLE SENIORS IN DANGER OF BECOMING 
HOMELESS WITH A L IFET IM ES ACCUMULATION SITTING ON A STREET!
CONSIDERING THAT OVER $150,00 PER MONTH IS  SPENT PERSONALLY BY MANY RECIPIENTS ON MEDICAL INSURANCE (PART B AND MEDI_GAP) EXPENSES NOT CALCULATED AS BEING PAID BY PEOPLE ON PUBLIC WSLFARE (MEDICAID REC IP IENTS) A HIGHER LEVEL OF INCOME IS  CALLED FOR THAN MERELY 200% OF FEDERAL POVERTY LEVEL. WE ALSO PAY ALL OUR COSTS FOR THE NUTRITIONAL SUPPLEMENTS THAT CONTOL PAIN AND HELP PRESERVE WHAT MOBILITY WE MAY HAVE,OTHER MEDICAL SUPPLY NEEDS WHICH MEDICAID WOULD BE CHARGED 
WITH I F  WE WERE WELFARE CASES (INCONTINENT SUPPLIES AS JUST ONE EXAMPLE) AND PRESCRIPTION DRUGS. A Z00%  L IM IT  ON INCOME LEVEL IS  NEITHER ADEQUATE, EQUITABLE, NOR REASONABLE!
THE STATE HAS ALWAYS RELIED fcfPON OUR VERACITY IN THE MONTHLY QUESTIONNAIRE AS TO PRESEN CE^ELIG IB ILLITY . TO REQUIRE MORE THAN THAT TYPE OF CHECK-OFF AND RETURN FORM IS  BOTH DEMEANING, NEEDLESS,AND CREATES A VERY BUREAUCRATICALLY EXPENSIVE BURDEN. EVEN ACTUAL WELFARE CASES ARE NOT MADE TO GO THROUGH AN ASSET CHECK EVERY MONTH— I  BELIEVE THAT I S  ANNUAL AND DONE VIA A 
FORM PILLED OUT ONCE A YEAR AND MAILED BACK TO THE WELFARE OFFICE.
MANY OF LBP RECIPIENTS SUFFER SEVERLY LIM ITED MOBILITY AND CANNOT GO TO SOME WELFARE OFFICE IN IT IA LLY  OR REGULARLY. I  AM VIRTUALLY HOUSEBOUND AND SEIZERLY DISABLED AND CANNOT USE FORMS OF PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION THAT WOULD BE AVAILABLE TO ME I F  MY MEDICAL SITUATION WERE BETTER.
LBP WAS NEVER INTENDED TO BE A WELFARE PROGRAM. JUST BECAUSE 
IT  HAS BEEN TRANSFERRED FROM THE DEPARTMENT OF ADMINISTRATION TO HEALTH & SOCIAL SERVICES I S  A POOR REASON TO TREAT THE SENIORS WHO RELY UPON THE PROMISE MADE YEARS AGO AS <DF THEY ARE SOME UNTRUSTWORTHY PEOPLE WHOSE WRITTEN WORD AND SIGNATURE ARE NOT TO BE CBRUSTED WOULD BE INSULTING AND UNALASKAN.
E.M . CASEY, AN OLD VOTER, 8480 JEWEL LAKE RD-, ANCHORAGE, AK 99502

243 8530 t e l .
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M iy 1,2003

FAX Page*: 1

To: Senate Finance Committee, Senators Green & Wilken, COChair. 
FAX 465-2187

Subject: SB 17 Re: Longevity Bonus

Gentlemen:

My wife and I were deeply disturbed by what we read in today’s local newspaper (The Peninsula 
Clarion) regarding the FATE of the above subject and the many Seniors (such as we) dependent 
upon same as currently being considered in the Senate Finance Committee.

Wc know this Ls not an easy problem however, if "Seniors NEEDSlziz decided upon, and.they 
should not bv The State, how can the Senate Finance Committee in all its wisdom define the 
“NEEDS" of the individual Seniors involved? Elimination of the current "LONGEVITY BONUS 
PROGRAM" or a drastic" NEEDS BASED" adjustment (to the current program such as mentioned 
in the above article) will be devastating to many Seniors. Such action will deprive many 
'SENIORS' of their independence and self respect plus force them involuntarily to be dependent 
upon (and raise the "COST' of) "STATE WELFARE PROGRAMS"!

We urge you lo drop the "NEEDS BASED " agenda and let the “LONGEVITY BONUS 
PROGRAM" continue until it dies as presently scheduled. Failing that, please consider no changes 
prior to the middle of 2004 in order to enable "SENIORS' (those that can) to make reasonable 
changes (not 5

Sincerely,

P 0  Box 2786 
Soldctna, Alaska 99669 
907-^62-4790 
FAX] 907-262-2922

C C : Senator Tom  W agoner 

R e p resenu tive : K e lly  W o lf
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TELECONFERENCE TESTIMONY OF JOHN L. CERUTTI, P.O. BOX 871, VALDEZ, AK 99686, TO SENATE 
FINANCE COMMITTEE. RE SENATE BILL 117( ), APRIL 30, 2003.

THIS IS A NEARLY VERBATIM TRANSCRIPT OF MY VERBAL TESTIMONY:

“I AM MAKING MY CLOSING STATEMENT FIRST IN CASE I RUN OUT OF TIME.

"IN CLOSING, I THINK THE GOVERNOR AND ALL YOU IN THE LEGISLATURE, HOUSE AND SENATE. LACK 
THE INTESTINAL FORTITUDE TO ENACT AN INCOME TAX. NOTE THAT SUCH A TAX NICKS THE 
[LONGEVITY] BONUS PAYMENTS OF THE BETTER-OFF SENIORS!

"I AM NOW 83. FIRST CAME TO ANCHORAGE JUNE '49; WENT OUTSIDE SEPT. '54 FOR EDUCATION; 
RETURNED MAY '60; NOW A [TOTAL] OF 47 YEARS IN ALASKA. BOTH OF MY ADOPTED CHILDREN WERE 
BORN IN TERRITORY.

"THE CHANGE TO 1 YEAR RESIDENCY WAS STUPID! EVERYONE HAD THE SAME CONSTITUTIONAL 
RIGHT TO LIVE IN ALASKA FOR 25 YEARS.

“I ACCEPTED THE 'BONUS AS AN INCENTIVE -  A PROMISE? -  TO REMAIN IN THE STATE WHEN I 
REACHED 65 ON SEPT. 1, 1984, SO I STAYED AND MADE VERY MODEST INVESTMENTS IN ANCHORAGE 
AND VALDEZ -  [PAYOFFS] NOW RUNNING OUT. AS A [LICENSED] CIVIL ENGINEER. MY WORK HAS 
HELPED IN BUILDING THE STATE’S INFRASTRUCTURE -  NO BONUSES [READ, RETIREMENT 
BENEFITS]."

THE FOLLOWING WAS NOT PART OF MY TESTIMONY BUT IT CAN BE CONSIDERED AS ADDITIONAL 
TESTIMONY.

INCIDENTALLY, I DO APPRECIATE VERY MUCH THE OPPORTUNITY TO VOICE MY OPINION IN THIS, OR 
ANY OTHER MATTER OF INTEREST. AS A MEMBER OF AARP. I FEEL BETRAYED BY THOSE LOCAL 
OFFICIALS WHO ESPOUSED COMPROMISING. Y’ALL ARE TO BE COMMENDED FOR HAVING THE 
PATIENCE TO SIT THERE FOR THREE HOURS, AFTER WORKING HOURS, TO HEAR THE TESTIMONY OF 
SO MANY PEOPLE. I REITERATE THAT AN INCOME TAX IS THE FAIREST OF ALL BUDGET FINANCING 
METHODS: IT DOESN'T SUPPORT THE COST OF GOVERNMENT ON THE BACKS OF THE LOW INCOME 
PEOPLE AS WILL A SALES TAX -  ESPECIALLY IF LEVIED ON THE NECESSITIES OF LIFE. A SCHOOL TAX 
OF $100 PER WAGE OWNER CAN BE ONEROUS FOR LOW INCOME FAMILIES (REMEMBER THE 
TERRITORIAL DAYS WITH THE $10 TAX?). A TOUR BOAT PASLENGER HEAD TAX OF MORE MODEST 
PROPORTION SEEMS FAIR SINCE THAT INDUSTRY DOES IMPOSE A BURDEN ON THE PORTS-OF-CALL 
GOVERNMENTS BUT YOUR VERSION PUTS ALL SUCH REVENUE IN THE STATE TREASURY.

IN CLOSING, SHOW ONE PERSON WHO IN SOME WAY IS NOT SUBSIDIZED BY THE GOVERNMENTIII

John L. Cerutti
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Alaska State Legislature

P le a s e  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  m y  t e s t i m o n y  t o  t h e .

Committee Name

C o m m i t t e e  o n .  <  - --------  * - £ ! * -

m l l / S u b je c t

URGENT! URGENT! URGENT!
We are greatly concerned and disturbed concerning the Longevity Bonus!!

What does the compromise do? It affects some of the "in betweens" who have 
depended upon the bonus. If the Longevity Bonus is "unfair to some" then limiting 
it to those whose income levels can be no higher than $1 6 , 8 2 4  for singles and 
$2 2 ,7 1 6  for couples is still "unfair."

One of us works part-time to meet our commitments. An income cut immediately
would hurt. Pioneer Alaskans were known always to make good on their promises
with a handshake. We have faith that those Alaskans who "don't need the
Longevity Bonus" will willingly volunteer ‘ ; *!. \ 1 1 to help the State
budget. But leave the Longevity Bonus in tact to run out its term for those who
depend on it now. ___
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State o f AlaskaLEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY INFORMATION & TELECONFERENCING
Tok Legislative Information Office

PO Box 845 
Tok, AK 99780 

Phone; 883-5020 
Fax: 883-5021 

Email: tokJio@lcgis.state.ak.us

To Senate Finance Committee: Testimony for SB 117 Teleconference 
4/30/03 @ 5:30 PM
* Original mailed 5/1/03

I speak for myself. I am opposed to Senate Bill 117 as a substitution for and eventual elimination of the 
Longevity Bonus program

It was originally designed to encourage the older Alaskans who worked and helped build up what is now 
our present state. These elderly persons worked hard to make on unforgiving land one of promise where we 
could live a life style of choice and still be able to abide by Government rules and laws.

Your recommendation for qualifications is one of inequitable possibilities under the current age of 
increasing cost of living.

The loss of income will force many to apply for other subsistence and the mountains of paperwork will cost 
more in the long run than if you continue to pay the Bonus. Therefore you are robbing the senior to create 
more political jobs. You will be stripping us of pride and income.

The loss of spending cash will affect the already poor economy.

At the hearings I listened to many reasonable possible solutions to help keep this program and also help 
your budget.

You, Governor Murkowskl, and Senators should try to live on the budget you set for the seniors on this 
program and see how it feels. In your campaign we were promised how you would improve the state, and 
as thanks for our vote and contributions you arc taking away part of our Income. I’m sorry I voted for you.

1 am a widow 75 years old and a resident of Alaska for 48 years. I have worked hard and donated many 
hours and dollars to help make this state and my community a good place to raise ray family and 
grandchildren In.

G eneva S m ith

mailto:tokJio@lcgis.state.ak.us
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119 N, Cushman St Suite 101 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 
Phono: 907-452-4448 
Fax: 907-450-3346

To: Sonator Gary Wilken, Co-Chair 

Senate Finance Committee

From: Fairbanks LIO

Fax: 465-2187 Date: 5/1/200'’

Phono: 465-2618 Pages: 6

Ro: Written T estimony SB 117 CC:

□  Urgent P For The Record □  Please Comment □  Please Reply

•Comments Written testimony for SB 117, teleconferenced on 4/30/04. The originals will bo pouched 
to the commlttoo co-chair.

F a i r b a n k s  L e g i s l a t i v e  

I n f o r m a t i o n  O f f i c e

Fran/Fbx UO
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April 30, 2003

Members of the Senate Finance Committee:

After reading the recently revised Senate Bill No. 117 we could not believe that any 
Alaska State Legislator would ever want to remove the Safety Net from the old timers who 
helped build Alaska years ago. Now that these Pioneers are well over 75  years of age 
ana are at a time of life where the Longevity Bonus (like a retirement) Is needed now and 
when unexpected health and financ'd! problems are most apt to occur. To tell these 
pioneers that we will not keep a promise to you. You cannot have a personal savlnas or 
money to se e  you through your Iasi years Is extremely demeaning. To say  to old timers 
that you do not deserve a safety net unless you qualify for Income at the welfare level Is to 
tell them that you do not deserve anything for your hard work, hardships and efforts (n 
building Alaska. Even President Bush Is trying to put relief money back Into the pockets of 
citizens to stimulate the economy, Our Alaska Legislature needs to lecommena a State 
Sa le s Tax or Seasonal Tax so the eldorly seniors and disabled would be assured of 
"Meals on Wheels" and the Longevity Bonus. Kids Care and adequate funds for education 
are also are priorities to maintain an adequate standard of living, A tax on out-PFstate 
workers during the construction and fishing seasons should be put in place and the 
Governor and the Administration should prevail on their oil company friends to pay their 
bills, Many Alaska fishing families have received nothing from Exxon for the 1989 spill and 
payment of the now greatly reduced punitive damage claim would be a  great boom to 
the Alaskan economy.

Respectfully,

JarU M. Van Hyning * „ 
( j  PO Box 8 0165  c 

Fairbanks, Alaska 99708

907-479*2476
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April 30, 2003

To: Senate Rules Committee

Subject: C5 For Senate Bill No. 117 -  Re: Longevity Bonus

This proposed legislation is intended to supplement the current regulations that 

cover the Longevity Program, and will take the place o f the phase-out that the current 

law designates. With due respect, I find this Bill degrading and an insult to the pioneers 

Involved In the program, whether they as individuals would be eliminated from the 

program, or those that would qualify. As the Governor has stated, Alaska has many 

programs that are designed to help the poor and pick up the tab for those who are 

destitute.

The Longevity Bonus was not designed for those reasons and the recipients are 

entitled to a phase out that has some dignity about it. Many o f us will agree that the 

annual expenditures for the current qualified long-term residents if  carried to its 

demise, ( estimated 2031,) is excessive, and not fair to other Alaskans.

A more equitable way to eliminate the Program would be to speed up the phase 

out. Each year, starting with July 1, 2003, reduce the annual payments to current 

participants by 2 0 *  per year. For example, current participants receiving $250 would 

be reduced to $200 per month and so on down the line o f other lesser amounts as 

specified In the current program. The phase- out would then eliminate the Program in 

five (5) years. Everyone takes the same hit, and participants will have a period to adjust 

their income to offset the shock o f a one-time blow. There would be very little 

additional expense determining who was eligible for the phase-out, as compared to 

changing the recipients to a “needs” basis.

Keep in mind that we did not invent the Longevity Program, and we had nothing 

to do with the Increase in recipients, but we do need time to adjust to the loss of 

Income.

Since the Program was to be phased out, we had no warning before the ballots 

were counted in the last election that the Governorwas taking aim at the Longevity 
Bonus Program.

Glen D. Franklin,

1213 Copper St., Fairbanks, Ak 99709
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1 am here to express my objection to SB 117 regarding the Alaska Longevity bonus. This bill 
would detrimentally impact Alaska’s most honored citizens, our elders.

1 respect this Committee’s diligence in addressing the budget shortfalls. I recognize your 
decisions are difficult and laden with burden.

1 believe there are two options, cut back spending or generate more revenues. This proposed 
cutback will hurt elders. Generating revenues makes everyone that can pay for services and 
programs - pay. I was told that there are approximately 18000 Alaskan elders that receive the 
longevity bonus. The cost is approximately $47 million.

In 2001, total wages earned in Alaska equaled $9.3 Billion dollars and non-residents earned $1.1 
billion dollars o f  that money. A 5% income tax would have generated $465 Million dollars, o f 
which Non-residents would have had to give back to Alaska in the amount o f $50.5 Million 

. dollars. The revenue generated from the non-residents alone would be more than enough to 
£ / \ / > o v e r  the expenses related to providing a bonus t<y )Ur respected elder.,.

We all know it’s time to pay the piper. But the question is who is to pay? I believe it should be 
those that work and can afford to pay, not our honored elders. Why would anyone want to
balance the budget on the backs ol our elders! < ,7/ ^ ‘Vh / / / <

fY lcc /u .) V v A 'L c A '1  f ih ' '- ' .  I ' /«. * tV  ' / A  c * ^
I J

n ne question is not whether we can afford this program; the question is, “are there alternative
solutions?” I believe there arc. I respectfully request that you not support SB 117.

Signed y c  a j L
Testififcx-M yrna Gardner 

Self
Representing (Optional)

PO Box 3339L Juneau. Alaska 99803 
Address 

907-463-/386
Phone Number
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April 30.2003

To Members of the Senate Finance Committee 

Subject: Longevity Bonus

My name is Bill Church, age 72, and I have lived in Alaska for 69 years. I worked my 
whole life here and subsequently retired here.

I’m not so old that 1 can’t realize the necessity of cutting the budget. However, there are 
many elderly people who can’t make it without the longevity bonus and I think it would 
be pretty heartless take this away from them. This “needs based longevity bonus" would 
take care of these people who would otherwise fall between the cracks,

I consider myscll'a true Alaskan, ana I can see a need for changes in the longevity 
program. As has been said many times, it was created to reward those longtime Alaskans 
who lived here, worked, and helped make Alaska what it is today. It no longer serves 
that purpose. As has also been said, it has created two classes of seniors; actually more 
than that. There are long-time Alaskans who get the bonus; there are short time Alaskans 
who gel the bonus; and there are long-time Alaskans who don’t get the bonus. It 
probably would be a fairly reasonable thing to say that those of us who don’t get the 
bonus could use it just a well as those getting it. V/l ether they needed it or not, those 
receiving the bonus have received thousands of dollars since die program started, or they 
reached age 65. We are all being asked to tighten our belts, so perhaps those not in dire 
need of the bonus will now be willing to sacrifice a little in order to look out for those

I sat in during the last two legislative audio conferences, and heard many people talking 
about, “it being nice to have, they had gotten used to it and it wasn’t right to take it away 
now, it was their mad money, etc." I also had planned on the bonus at age 65, but missed 
the deadline by 5 months. It was necessary to make several major adjustments In our 
retirement plans at that time, as my wife would also have received it, Perhaps the people 
fortunate enough to have received the bonus should be grateful it lasted as long as it did.

I spoke with one of the Johnny come lately Alaskans and he said, and I quote him, “If 
the legislature does this, I’m going BACK, down south." All I can say is that people like 
this are not Alaskans. Alaskans are here through both the good times and the bad. 
Perhups it would not be such a bad thing if some of these people who came up here 
strictly for the benefits Alaska offered were to return home when the benefits stopped.

When you consider the number of senior citizens residing in Alaska, these hearings show 
how few of them arc willing lo give up even a few minutes to defend the programs 
benefiting them. Perhaps they are not as important to them as we think.

who arc.
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I  w a n t  t o  t h a n k  a l l  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  2 3  r d  

L e g i s l a t u r e ,  t h e  m e m b e r s  o f  S e n a t e  R u l e s  C o m m i t t e e  a n d  

e s p e c i a l l y  G o v e r n o r  F r a n k  M u r k o w s k i  f o r  t h i s  o p p o .  i n i t y  

t o  s p e a k  m y  m i n d .  A t  t h i s  t i m e  t h e r e  i s  n o  w a y  t h a t  a n y  

r a t i o n a l  p e r s o n  c a n  b e  s o  n a i v e  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  m a j o r i t y  

o f  o u r  e l e c t e d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  p l a n  t o  o p p o s e  t h e  

r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m .  A l l  t h e  

f a c t s  a r e  i n  a n d  d u l y  n o t e d .  N o t  o n l y  d u l y  n o t e d  b u t  a l s o  

c o m p l e t e l y  i g n o r e d .  I  p r e d i c t  t h a t  t h e  r e s u l t a n t  e f f e c t  o f  t h i s  

b i l l  w i l l  b e  a t o t a l  d i s a s t e r .  N o t  j u s t  f o r  t h e  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  

i n v o l v e d  b u t ' a i l  t h e  p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a  a n d  m o s t l y  t h e  c r a v e n  

l e g i s l a t u r e  w h o  g a v e  b i r t h  t o  i t .  I  f o r  o n e ,  a s  i n  t h e  p a s t ,  w i l l  

n e v e r  m i s s  a n  e l e c t i o n  b u t  h e n c e  f o r t h  i n  t h e  f u t u r e  I  w i l l  

o p p o s e  a n y  a n d  e v e r y  l e g i s l a t i o n  o f f e r e d  a n d  a c t i v e l y  

e n c o u r a g e  a l l  w i t h i n  m y  v o i c e  a n d  p e n  t o  d o  t h e  s a m e .

T h i s  L e g i s l a t u r e  a n d  i t s  G o v e r n o r  i s  t o t a l l y  c o r r u p t  a n d  

d e p l e t e  o f  m o r a l s .  W i t h  n o  s h a m e  h a v e  c h o s e n  t o  e q u a t e  t h e  

f u t u r e  w e l l  b e i n g  a n d  p e a c e  o f  i t s  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n r y  a n d  

p i o n e e r s  o f  t h i s  S t a t e  t o  b i k e  t r a i l s ,  r o a d  i m p r o v e m e n t s ,  

e n t i c e m e n t s  f o r  t o u r i s t s  a n d  t h e i r  o w n  p e r s o n a l  w e l f a r e .  F o r  

h a v i n g  c h o s e n  t h e s e  b a s e l e s s  p r i o r i t i e s  a n d  s o  w i l l f u l l y  

j e o p a r d i z i n g  s o  m a n y  l i v e s  I  s o l e m n l y  w i s h  t h a t  e a c h  o f  y o u  

r e a p  b y  a  h u n d r e d f o l d  t h e  p a i n t h a t  y o u  h a v e  c a u s e d . ^ .

(g > L E j u  P f o j o k l i / P

E v a n  C u n d i f f  

H o m e r ,  A l a s k a
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P.O. Box 21 O il 

Ju n e au , AK 9 9 8 0 2  

(9 0 7 )3 6 4 -3 2 6 7

Attention .Senate Finance Committee Testimony April 30, 2003

RE: Eliminating Longevity Bonus Program

This bill is wrong on several counts. It breaks a commitment made when the final sunset 
clause was adopted in 1994. It serves as a quick and dirty way to save money for "better" 
purposes, clone in haste with little regard o f its overall effect.

I believe that most o f the people presently getting the bonus will qualify for public assistance, 
or if they just can't live with "going on the dole" they will take the rest o f their money and go 
outside where it will no longer re-circulatc in the Alaska economy.

The last minute change in the bill to turn it into an official public assistance bill was done 
without gathering the facts. The estimates are just broad suppositions. Finally, some 
consideration was given to continue payments through August instead o f just callously ending 
the checks in July. As much advance notice is given to criminals.

However, do you know anyone who can find new housing, especially low income, with only a 
month's notice? Are you aware that there are very few vacancies for which people o f  little 
means can qualify? The Pioneers' Home was mentioned as one solution. Anyone knows their 
waiting list would require several years if  ever to get you a placement.

Even if people apply through the new public assistance formula, do you have the s ta ll lo 
process the applications quickly? First, it will take some lime for them to gather the 
documentation needed, once they understand what it is you want. Do you plan to include 
applications in your next check mailing? I suspect as soon as the bill parses they will lie 
forgotten in a quagmire o f paperwork.

I have heard from some bonus recipients in recent days. Some rely on the bonus to buy 
medication, to buy groceries, and to pay for help with chores they are too ill lo take caie of. 
They repeatedly tell me that this was suppose to have been settled and now feel you are going 
back on your word.

Just today, one bonus recipient told me how it use to be before the bonus. "We weren't a 
normal state. 'Hie average age was 25!" People had to relocate to the "Alaska village" in 
Washington or Oregon where they reminisced about "The Great Land."



Today I see seniors everywhere I go. They serve in many volunteer positions, become foster 
grandparents in schools, serve as mentors in extended families, and generally raise the level o f 
civilization of our state. Some hold part lime jobs that would be difficult to fill otherwise.

Seniors do have money which helps boost our economy, they just don't quite have enough. 
These days there are 40Ik's and retirement plans that people can get into. Years ago they did 
not exist. The Longevity Bonus which allowed them to stay also brought more medical 
facilities in a state where often there were not enough people to support a physician.

Please consider the real effect o f your actions here today. Keep the Longevity Bonus and 
your promise.

Sincerely,

Doris Robbins 
drobbins@gci.nct 
38 Year Resident

mailto:drobbins@gci.nct
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Mabel S m e ltxa r__________________________________________________________

From: "Mabel Smeltzer" <mmses(3!kpunet.net>
To: <Senator-Gene-Therriault@legis.state.ak.us>
Cc: <govemor@gov.state.ak,us>
Sent: Wednesday, April 30, 2003 12:04 PM
Subject: Proposed Substitute Lo gevlty Bill

The first response to your proposed new Longevity Bill is: How much will
it cost to institute the new eligibility for this program: (hire more
people, reprogram computers, research finances, mailing costs to send out 
new forms; and all this by
July 1,2003?) This kind of thinking would only escalate the high cost of 
state government.

The motivation should be for Seniors to stay in and maintain their home so 
as NOT to have to ask for assistance for as long as they arc able. This 
means they must be able to do this and to receive reasonable medical 
attention, pay for drugs, pay for heat and electricity and nourishing food 
as needed, First the ability to drive is lost (we have a borough bus, but 
it doesn't go into the borough) so mobility is impaired. The dependence on 
others is starting.

These are Seniors who have saved and survived the downturn, but now are 
asked to give up what has been promised to them by law.

Ernest and Mabel Smeltzer 
298 Sunset Drive N 
Ketchikan, AK 99901

4/30/2003

mailto:Senator-Gene-Therriault@legis.state.ak.us


0 4 /3 0 /2 0 0 3  1 8 :1 4  9078263278 CITY OF CRAIG PAGE 02

Hello! My name is Jim Dennis and I reside at 430 Hamilton drive Craig Alaska. There is 
an editorial in yesterdays Ketchikan paper calling for the longevity bonus program to be 
turned in to a needs based system. That’s great! Whack everyone off that does not meet 
some definition of poverty and make the rest feel like bums. I have been watching this 
budget battle with growing disgust for the last several years. Every one wants to cut out 
the fat in government but the “fat” has turned in to a giant hot potato that every one wants 
to pass on to some one else. It seems that old people and children are the easiest group to 
stick with the hot potato.

When T was a child I was told that you were supposed to be nice to old people, children 
and womcr. as they were weaker than the rest of us. Now, I know that the last part there 
is no longer politically correct and if said in the wrong company, is likely to get you beat 
up, but I thought the first two principals were still valid. Wrong again. I am good at that.

In school T was taught that as citizens we have rights and responsibilities. Among those 
rights and responsibility it was implied that we have the right to good government and the 
responsibility to pay for our fair share of it. The free ride is over. It is time to step up and 
pay our part in this. It is time for a State income tax. I don’t see what the bitch is. If you 
don’t have any income then you don’t have to pay. Tf you have income then you have the 
money to pay. If you don’t like paying then pack your bags and leave. That is just what 
some elderly Alaskans will have to do if you take away the longevity bonus.
The last time I was In Anchorage I saw there were still lot’s of fancy houses and car’s so 

I would guess that the old adage of go north and make your fortunes is still alive and 
well. We auto to use a little of that fortune to pay for a few old people and to educate the 
children instead of just taking the money and running. Thank you.
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Co Chairs, Senator Green, Senator Wilken and Senators

My name is Lorilyn Swanson I reside in Juneau and have been the manager o f  Fireweed Place, 
an apartment building for seniors for the past 8 years. We have 78 seniors living in the building 
at this time. O f these 78, 40 receive the Longevity Bonus. The Longevity Bonus is anywhere 
from 30 to 40% o f their income. Many are already on subsidized housing waivers, which are 
based on the Medium Income Limits for each Borough. As you must be aware the Medium 
Income Limits were just revised as o f 2/20/2003 and under these new limits low low income for 
a single person in Juneau is $2,366.66 to qualify for housing and $2,708 for a couple. In 
Anchorage it is $2,145.83 for a single person and $2,454.16 for a couple, ft varies for each 
community. As you can see these figures are far above the figures that have been set forth in CS 
to SB 117.

This bill needs to be thought out more carefully before setting income limits as many seniors feel 
that while they were once wanted in the stale they are now being force to apply for welfare and 
the promise once made to them to get they to stay in the state is now being broken.

Read the McDowell Group report o f December 2000. Read the Alaska Trends of 2001 these all 
support the Longevity bonus for seniors. The Governor has chosen to make two classes of 
citizens those that receive the bonus and those that don’t. Seniors to not look at it this way -  it 
has just been accepted as is.

Please give us a year to work on a program where if the longevity bonus must be reduced that it 
can be done in a way that will not jeopardize ones living situation as o f July 1. AARP, Senior 
Groups are all willing to work with you on a program -  give the seniors the time and allow us to 
work out a solution to be pul in place for next year. Thank you.
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testim ony to the ^Senate Finance Committee on
'Ihe Longevity Bonus Program, dated April 3 0 ,2 0 0 3 . M y Nam e is R osw ell L. Schaeffer,
Sr. M ayor o f  the Northwest Arctic Borough.

The Elders Longevity bonus program was changed by the State legislature as an agreed 
commitment between the two groups to cut the longevity bonus program on a sliding scale in 
1994. This was a slate contract with the older Alaskans whereby, in 1994 the longevity bonus 
program wax cut to S67 million dollars and is now down to S47 million.

In the Northwest Arctic Boruugh alone we nave 185 Elders receiving the longevity bonus for a 
total of about $1.7 million dollars a year. The Governor must realize that these Elders in our 
region for the most part have not held permanent lull time jobs to accumulate a retirement lund.
They have spent the majority of their lives hunting, fishing and gathering foods for their families 
•without the luxrny of a job. Some have held seasonal jobs throughout their lives. It is our 
generation that will have a retirement to turn to in the ftiture because most o f us work.

A large reduction or the elimination o f the longevity Bonus Program will have a very devasting 
effect on our Elders. For example: A Sclawik Elder talked about her fixed income recently. Her 
longevity bonus and social security checks totaled about $1,300.00 a month. After paying all her 
bills she has $300.00 to live on for the rest of the month. Many of our Elders in this region don’t 
have the luxury o f having any retirement because they have been living off subsistence all of 
their lives and have not worked full time during their lifetimes to build a nest-egg of retirement 
benefits as do many Americans in the urban areas. Receiving a fixed income for Elders mean 
that every little bit of income helps and without it they are put into a hind.

The longevity bonus means a lot to our Eiders and without that $250.00 a month they have 
nowhere to turn. Governor Murkowski, in his infinite wisdom and of course, lack of knowledge 
about rural people stated on television, “Well, let them apply for welfare.” Welfare Reform is a 
reality. This program is very limited in its cash distribution...only families with dependent 
children can receive cash and only for a short period o f time. The Elders, if they were eligible for 
welfare could only apply for food stamps. Many are too proud to look at welfare as a means of 
support. Making this program a welfare program is wrong. It may have adverse effects on many 
or our proud Elders.

In this region alone, the longevity bonus serves 185 of our Elders, bringing to our region 
$46,250.00 per month for a total o f about $1.7 million dollars a year. I reviewed the Elders listed 
in each village who received the longevity bonus. Jn the village of Noulak there were 14 Elders 
receiving the longevity bonus. O f these 14 Elders, none of them ever held a permanent full time 
job to accumulate retirement benefits. Five of these Elders worked construction or held other 
seasonal jobs to receive some social security benefits. Our Elders are of the generation who were 
totally dependant upon hunting, camping, fishing, trapping and for the wumcn, raising a lot of
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children. I would venture tn say that at least 50% of us ‘baby boomers’ will be eligible for 
retirement benefits because we have worked in permanent lull time positions to earn these 
benefits. It has been only in these last 25 years that many of us have seriously looked at 
permanent full time employment and for the future retirement benefits.

I applaud the House Finance committee for taking the stand on continuing with the longevity 
bonus. With our yearly Permanent Fund Dividends getting smaller each year I think this is a bad 
time to eliminate the longevity bonus program. 1 recommend that the Senate should let the 
longevity bonus program ride out its term but not as a welfare program.

Representing (Optional) 
Northwest Arctic Borough

Address
Box 1110 Kotzebue, Ak 99742 
Phone Number 907^442-2500
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
Committee Name

Committee dated
Bnl/Subject

The Longevity Bonus cheek represents 12 percent of my personal income,

I have no objection to losing 12 percent of my income, TF every other resident of 
the state is asked to give up 12 percent of his or her income, starling with the governor 
and every legislator, every state employee, every employee of the oil companies, and all 
other working people of the state.

Loss of the L.B. cheek will force many older residents into poverty level. Many 
may have to leave the stale (reluctantly). The 3(.)0 percent increase in the cost of my 
medications over the past 15 months has already caused n\e to restrict my extremely 
modest lifestyle as well as made it impossible for me to continue any level of support of 
charitable and nonprofit agencies of the city and state.

It is true, that the Longevity Bonus is “not fair." It never was. By the same token, 
LIFE is not fair, and all men (and women) are definitely NOT created equal, in this stale 
and countiy any more Lhan anywhere else.

TestifierTestifier

Representing (Optional)

Address

Phone Num ber
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

210 LAKE STREET, SITKA, AK 99835
Phone: 747-6276 Fax: 747-5807 

Email; sitka_lio@legis.state.ak,us

DATE: 4-3P-03

TO: Senate F inance

FAX: 4GIMMW 1 page

FROM: Herb & Po lly  D ldrickson

MESSAGE:Re: Elim ination of the Longevity Bonus

They would like you to know that being on a fixed Income, they appreciate and 
depend on their longevity check s. They etill have a hou se  payment.

Thank you, Herb & Po lly  D idrlck6on, Sitka constituen ts



M y name is Robert Thibodeau. I am the person that strongly objected to the 
elim ination o f  the Longevity Bonus program. And I wrote a letter and hand- 
delivered it to every legislator. And now I m ust object to the “needs based” 
substitute for pretty much the sam e reasons. I f  you are in need o f  a copy, I 
will be happy to get a one for you.

W hat can I say that will give seniors the same consideration and respect as 
say the oil companies? W hy are we, seniors treated so badly? Studies m ade 
by various groups such as the M cDowell Group clearly show  that seniors 
contribute a lot more econom ically to the State o f  A laska than what they 
receive from the State and that includes the Longevity Bonus. Are the 
lucky ones those that leave the State and retire elsewhere? W hy are nursing 
hom es and drugs so expensive? W hy are we afraid to go to the D octor’s 
office for fear that we will be burdened with another medical expense? Is 
A laska to be the home o f the rich retirees that “ snow board” outside every 
winter. And I might add, w hat are your plans when you reach the age o f  
retirem ent? Does Alaska offer the same benefits that other States do?

You are going to receive a lot o f  testimony from seniors. They are going to 
plead and appeal to your reason. Not one is happy with the “needs based” 
arrangem ent. There will be no discussion. You will have done your duty. I 
don’t think that it will make any difference. You have already made up your 
mind. But whom are you listening to? W ho has your attention? With 
seniors leaving the State, you will be relieved o f  a burden. It is a  sad day for 
seniors and for the State o f  Alaska. Again I am Robert Thibodeau, 81 years 
young and “bitching” . I don’t w ish any o f  you to get old and be burdened 
with aches and pains and w orries o f  old age. The native population had the 
right idea. Respect for age is one o f  their ingrained principles. We could 
learn a lot from them. Oh yes, w e die and then it is over.
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the
_ _  Committee Name
TRothRAV

Committee on dated ____________
Bill/Subject C ? * ? ' )  < U < r  2 / < ? 7
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Representing (Optional) 
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to th e  S e n a te  F in a n c e , oomroL k tea
Committee Name

Committee on L o n g e v i ty  Bonus _____ , dated___ --------------------------------  —
Bill/Subject f a x  9 0 ? - -465- 218?

We h a v e  p r e v i o u s l y  e x p re s s e d  o u r  o p in io n  r e g a r d i n g  th E

L o n g e v i ty  B onus P ro g ram . Many S e n io r s  h a v e  come t o  d ep en d

on  i t  an d  w o u ld  be s e r i o u s l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  i t s  c a n c e l a t i o n .

S e n io r s  a r e  d e c l i n i n g  a t  an  a l a r a i n g  r a t e .  We c o u n t  20

f r i e n d s  who h a v e  p a s s e d  away t h i s  p a s t  y e a r .  The p ro g ram  

w i l l  becom e l e s s  c o s t l y  and  p h a se  o u t  i n  t h e  h n e a r  
f u t u r e ,

P .o b e r t E . R e n k e r t
*

M ild re d  W, R e n k e r t

r e r t  b

Signed.
Testifier

Representing (Optional)

Address 1225  S S t ,  A n c h o ra g e , AK 99501
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Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record my testimony to the s e n a te  F in a n c e  c o m m it t e e
Committee Name

Bill/Subiect
As pioneer Alaskans we respectfully request your consideration o f maintaining the 
Longevity Bonus in its present form.

We believe there should be honor in Government ana stand by a promise made to us in 
the form o f the Longevity Bonus and our future time in Alaska.

Having lived in Alaska since 1942 and served in the Army during WWII as an Alaska 
veteran I speak for many o f my associates and friends who also depend on what was 
given and we are very thankful.

If  this Bonus never happened we might have depended on other plans, however the 
Bonus has been factored in our lives and our future. At age 76 there isn’t a whole lot one 
can do at this point to change one’s life.

Wc are not asking for charity as the new bill is worded; just honor the trust we should 
have in our representatives to keep your word. Please do not change the present 
Longevity Bonus as it now stands.

Thank you for your time and consideration.

We are counting on you to do the right thing.

Sincerely,

Richard arid Patricia Garvin

Committee on L o n g e v i ty  B onus_______ ? dated 4 / 3 0 / 0 3

Signed.
1 es.,.. w.

Representing (Optional) 
2822  K n i k  )K n i k  A v e n u e , A n c h o ra g e  AK 99517

Address
9 0 7 - 2 4 8 - 4 9 0 4

Phone Number
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$ 0 0 ) Alaska State Legislature
L....

Please en ter into the record m y testim ony to the __ / y/Y j4 a /£ -6?  •
Committee Name

Committee o r y  , dated / 2  _________
Bill/Subject

/ f t . /  “*■ s y * " « * ? < * //'

y4) / /^ ^ c e  W e  )4 $ e .
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Representing (Optional)

Address
^ ^ £ ^ je A & & ^ d < L & 3 £ 4 L ^ J !z ir z z _________ __

 ...... N«»**% ?asr) 2  7 7
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Alaska State Legislature

, Senate Finance Committee
Please enier into the record my testimony to th e _____________________________

Committee Name

Longevity Bonus Program 
< 'oininiUcc on Senate Finance Committee dated 4-30-03........... .....

I3lll/Subjecl

This program was not established as a public assistance program and 

should not be considered one now. It was a program to benefit seniors 

for their contributions to the state. It as you know, is already 

being phased out.

This small group of people should not be singled out for such a reduction 

in their income. Other state wide measures should be instituted as 

needed such as a graduated income tax or/and a sales tax.

Thank you for your consideration on this matter.

Sincerely,

Signed
Testifier

Representing (Optional)

Plio/ic Number

. 02



Alaska State Legislature

Please enter into the record ray testimony to th e_______ Senate Finance
Committee Name

Committee on   Longivity Bonus , dated April 30,2003____

I am totally against cutting the Longivity Bonus given to the Elders o f Alaska.
This money whatever little it may seem, helps all Elders o f Alaska. It helps elders 
in the urban and rural both. Living in the rural is very harsh. Food, stove oil, 
electricity (to name a few) is RIDICULOUSLY expensive out there. I grew up in 
the rural community and I know what it is like out there.

Elders in the Urban community use this for Medications, homes, food, warm 
clothing and such. I also live in an Urban community and understand how much 
help this would be. A while back I was looking for a liscensed babysitter, I went to 
interview her. 1 didn’t realize how old she was, until I went to her house. She 
looked like she had arthritis, her back was bent over and she had a lot o f wrinkles. 
Her house was very old, it had a very musty smell to it. My husband and I left 
after the interview. As we were driving off my husband said, “no way, “she look 
like she might collapse any time”. Up to this day, I think about her. There may be 
other babysitter wanna be’s like her out there that might depend on this little 
income they look forward to. Please, don’t do this!!!

1 • d 95ES‘°II m w  WdZUl £00Z -OE'JdV
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Alaska State Legislature

PJea.se enter into the record m y testimony to the svinate f in a n c e  COMMITTEE
Committee Marne

Committeeon-^B£--uoHGEV-i-T-Y B o n u s  »dated A p ril  ? n n r ________
Bill/Subjcct

I  b e l i e v e  t h a t  p r i o r  t o  t h i s  d a t e ,  m any  s e n i o r  A la s k a n s  t e s t i f i e d  

t h a t  t h e y  d i d  n o t  w a n t  t o  s e e  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P ro g ra m  

e l i m i n a t e d  o r  ta m p e r e d  w i t h .  F o r  t h e  t h i r d  t im e  I  m u s t  s t a t e  

t h e  s a m e ; l e a v e  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  Pr o g r a m  a lo n e .  M o s t  o f  u s  * 

h a v e  b e e n  p a y in g  t a x e s  i n  t h i s  S t a t e  f o r  50 + y e a r s  a n d  t h e  • 

p r o g r a m  i s  d u e  t o  t e r m in a t e  s o o n ,  a n d  e l i m i n a t e  t h e  p r o b le m  

i t  c a u s e s  w i t h  b a l a n c in g  t h e  b u d g e t .  A l t h o u g h  G o v e r n o r  M u r k o w s k i 

c a m p a ig n e d  w i t h  a p r o m is e  o f  n o  new  t a x e s ,  t h a t  p r o m is e  h a s  a l ^  

r e a d y  b e e n  b r o k e n ,  a n d  a  s t a t e w id e  in c o m e  t a x  i s  t h e  b e s t  w a y  t o  

b a la n c e  t h e  b u d g e t ,  i n  t h e  m in d s  o f  m any A la s k a n s .  I ' v e  s e e n  t o o  

m any B r i s t o l  B a y  f i s h e r m e n  h e a d  b a c k  t o  t h e  l o w e r  48 w i t h o u t  c o n ­

t r i b u t i n g  t o .  o u r  e c o n o m y  i n  a n y  w ay a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  N o r t h  

S lo p e  o i l  f i e l d  w o r k e r s  a r e  i n  m uch t h e  s a m e b o a t .  I  k n o w  o f  o n e  

who l i v e s  i n  F l o r i d a  a n d  c o m m u te s  f o r  N o r t h  S lo p e  b i g  p a y in g

j o b s .  I f  t h e r e  m u s t  be  c u t b a c k s ;  l e t ' s  s t a r t  w i t h  th e m  t h a t  d o  S i g n e d ______________ n o t  c o n t r i b u t e  a n y t h in g  t o  o u r  S t a t e .
T c s t i f i — -g i4  y . . *  .

M e lv in  J .  Monsey? S r . _________________________ T h a n k  y o u .,
Representing (Optional)
-  22A5. r n r p s t -  P a r k  D r i v e  A n c h o ra g e  AK 9 9 5 1 7 - 1  3 2 4 ______
Address

2 7 9 - 8 8 6 7  _____________ _____________________________________________
Phone Number
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S e n a t e  F i n a n c e  Com m ittee 3 0  A p r i l  2 0 0 3  -

Re: SB 117: E l im i n a t i n g  L o n g e v i ty  Bonus P rog ram

G en t l em e n :
I  am o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  e l im i n a t i o n  o r  m o d i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  A la s k a n  
L o n g e v i t y  P rog ram  a t  t h i s  t im e .
We a r e  i n  a  s e r i o u s  b u d g e t  s h o r t f a l l  and  a t  t h i s  t im e  t h e r e  a r e  
many a t t e m p t s  b e i n g  made t o  i n c r e a s e  t a x e s .  Most n o t e w o r t h y  a r e  
t h e  s i n  t a x e s ,  a l c o h o l ,  g a s o l i n e ,  c a r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  and  c i g a r e t t e s  
w h ich  a p p l y  t o  me and  a l l  o t h e r s  i n  an  e q u i t a b l e  m ann e r .  Each p ay  
a s  t h e  s i n  a p p l i e s .
T h e re  i s  t h e  e v e r  p r e s e n t  s p e c t o r  o f  S t a t e  S a l e s  t a x  / S t a t e  
Income t a x  wh ich  t o  me seems i n e v i t a b l e ,  f o r  one  o r  b o t h .  ThiB 
a p p l i e s  t o  a l l  i n  a f a i r  and  e q u i t a b l e  m anner,
As an  A la s k a n  r e s i d e n t  s i n c e  1954 and  a t  75 y e a r s  o f  ag e  I  
f o r e s e e  t h i s  d e l u g e  o f  t a x e s  b e f o r e  me and  a l l  o t h e r s ,  I  s e e  t h e  
e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  Bonus a s  a  d i r e c t  a s s a u l t  on me 
p e r s o n a l l y  s i n c e  i t  d o e s  n o t  a p p ly  e q u i t a b l y  t o  a l l  o t h e r s .
The L o n g e v i ty  Bonus was r ew a rd e d  by a  G o v e rn o r  and  L e g i s l a t u r e  t o  
r e c o g n i z e  p r o d u c t i v i t y  t o  t h e  p e o p l e  who wo rked  i n  t h e  y e a r s  
1955-1990 t o  b u i l d  i n d u s t r y ,  commerce and  i n f r a s t r u c t u r e  l e a d i n g  
t o  t h e  S t a t e s  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  t h o s e  y e a r s .  T h i s  g r o w th  o f  p u l p  
m i l l s ,  p i p e l i n e  and  p o p u l a t i o n  was a p p r e c i a t e d  by  some o f  u s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  p o l i t i c i a n s .
I f  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  Bonus i s  t o  b e  a s s a i l e d  t h e n  do i t  a s  a s i n g l e  
i s s u e  d u r i n g  d a y l i g h t  h o u r s  and  do n o t  c o n f r o n t  me w i t h  MORE t a x e s  
AND t h e  l o s s  o f  a  $6000 h edg e  a g a i n s t  t h e  r i s i n g  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g  
and  . . .
MORE t a x e s .

Jo h n  A. Sm ith  
Eva J .  Sm ith  
237 L akev iew  D r iv _
PO BOX 1386
S i t k a ,  A la s k a  99835-1386 
(907) 747-8190
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LEGISLATIVE AFFAIRS AGENCY 
LEGISLATIVE INFORMATION OFFICE

210 LAKE STREET, SITKA, AK 99835 
Phone: 747-6276 Fax: 747-5807 

Email: sitka_lio@legis.state.ak.us

DATE: 4*30-03

TO: Senate F inance

465-2187 4 pages, Including cover sheet

FROM: S itka  Constituent?

MESSAGE:Re: Longevity Bonus hearing

mailto:sitka_lio@legis.state.ak.us
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Tariaton P. SmRh 
3407 HaHbut Point FW. 

Sitka, AK 96036
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April 25,2003

F A X Pages: I

To: Senate Finance Committee, Senators Green & Senator Wilkcn, CO-Chair 
FAX: 465 2187

Subject: SB 117 Re: Longevity Bonus

Gentlemen:

As previously communicated the Longevity Bonus represents a good 20 % (percent) of our total 
Income! Please place yourselves in a similar situation and consider the consequence of your 
pending acdoa

We urge you to let the Longevity Bonus Program die by attrition as currently structured. Please 
do not end or alter the program and force some (perhaps many) seniors to involuntarily join the 
"Welfare” ranks. For emergencies wc imly have the “Fquity” in our home and the loss of the

907-262-4790 
FAX: 907-262-2922

CC: Senator Torn Wagoner
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T O :  H O U S E  S P E C I A L  C O M M I T T E E  O N  W A Y S  A N D  M E A N S

S T A T E  C A P I T O L ,  J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A

P L E A S E  D O N ' T  P U T  A  S A L E S  T A X  O N  R E N T .  I T  A L R E A D Y  T A K E S  

H A L F  O P  M Y  S M A L L  F I X E D  I N C O M E  A N D  I  A M  Y E A R S  D O W N  O N  A N Y  

W A I T I N G  L I S T  T O  E V E N  B E  E L I G I B L E  F O R  S U B S I D U Z E D  H O U S I N G .

P L E A S E  D O N ' T  T A X  T H E  M E D I C A L  S U P P L I E S  I  U S E  T O  S T A Y  A L I V E ,  

N U T R I T I O N A L  S U P P L E M E N T S  T H A T  C O N T R O L  P A I N  A N D  L O S S  O F  

M O B I L I T Y ,  E S S E N T I A L  V I T A M I N S ,  I N C O N T I N E N T  S U P P L I E S ,  

P R E S C R I P T I O N S ,  A N D  F O O D .  I ' V E  L O N G  G I V E N  U P  F R I L L S  L I K E  

C O F F E E ,  J U I C E ,  O R  A N  O C C A S I O N A L  I N E X P E N S I V E  M E A L  O U T .

I T  T A K E S  T H E  L O N G E V I T Y  B O N U S  P A Y M E N T  I N  A D D I T I O N  T O  M Y  

L I T T L E  S O C I A L  S E C U R I T Y  J U S T  T O  S C R A P E  B Y — A N D  I  A M  N O T  

A L O N E -  H O W  T H O S E  W H O  D O  N O T  L I V E  I N  A  C I T Y  M A N A G E  I S  

A  M I R A C L E  B E C A U S E  E V E R Y T H I N G  C O S T S  M O R E ,  B E Y O N D  T H E  U S U A L  

A L A S K A  U P T I C K  F O R  F R E I G H T  C O S T S .  T H A T  A L O N E  A C T S  A S  A  

F O R M  O F  S A L E S  T A X .

N O  O N  S B  1 1 7 / H B  1 5 8  

Y E S  O N  F U N D I N G  L O N G E V I T Y  

L I M I T S  O N  S A L E S  T A X

F O R  A  S M A L L  %  I N C O M E  T A X  

G R A D U A T E D  F O R  F A I R N E S S

E -  M .  C A S E Y ,  A N  O L D  V O T E R

8 4 8 0  J e w e l  L a k e  R d  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 2  

t e l  2 4 3  8 5 3 0

APRIL 2 6 ,  2003
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We the undersigned believe that ending the 
Longevity Bonus will cause many hardships for 
older Alaskans* We ask that the promise of the 

Longevity Bonus be kept to those who helped make 
this a great state. Don’t end the Longevity Bonus.

Name Address , t m

1 * / M 6 F o \i K e x -  ^

i *  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Tis-dg

^ - ^ 7  in

7 .  j Q h d J = r

# 8 .  F L

& 9 . J F  ’‘Y r v v y f o t ^ -

1 0 .  t e b in d  ___________________________

—
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Name Address
*  M r r ^ r  < z r T ~

A r c  ? 9 $ r o $

i2 . .  m m  m
3 3 /  —  >

 jx r~  <7<?&az

$  1 3 . (^ M ^ ts rL U   / P j t 7 #

/^ > F 7 o

1 5 . fM m # Jto M m M M  * !‘V5ZL

'■Lm s ^ k L
k ^ X i \ ^ i _ 5 1. ' r r -  c>

7 ^ 1 9  J  

2 0 . .  

2 1 . .

2 2 .

^ 1 . JL >  Iv yv l ) m s J js .

23.

24.
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T O i  H O U S E  S P E C I A L  C O M M I T T E E  O N  W A Y S  A N D  M E A N S  

S T A T E  C A P I T O L ,  J U N E A U ,  A L A S K A

P L E A S E  D O N ' T  P U T  A  S A L E S  T A X  O N  R E N T -  I T  A L R E A D Y  T A K E S  

H A L F  O F  M Y  S M A L L  F I X E D  I N C O M E  A N D  I  A M  Y E A R S  D O W N  O N  A N Y  

W A I T I N G  L I S T  T O  E V E N  B E  E L I G I B L E  F O R  S U B S I D U Z E D  H O U S I N G .

P L E A S E  D O N ' T  T A X  T H E  M E D I C A L  S U P P L I E S  I  U S E  T O  S T A Y  A L I V E ,  

N U T R I T I O N A L  S U P P L E M E N T S  T H A T  C O N T R O L  P A I N  A N D  L O S S  O F  

M O B I L I T Y ,  E S S E N T I A L  V I T A M I N S ,  I N C O N T I N E N T  S U P P L I E S ,

I  D E S C R I P T I O N S ,  A N D  F O O D -  I ' V E  L O N G  G I V E N  U P  F R I L L S  L I K E  

C O F F E E ,  J U I C E ,  O R  A N  O C C A S I O N A L  I N E X P E N S I V E  M E A L  O U T .

I T  T A K E S  T H E  L O N G E V I T Y  B O N U S  P A Y M E N T  I N  A D D I T I O N  T O  M Y  

L I T T L E  S O C I A L  S E C U R I T Y  J U S T  T O  S C R A P E  B Y — A N D  I  A M  N O T  

A L O N E .  H O W  T H O S E  W H O  D O  N O T  L I V E  I N  A  C I T Y  M A N A G E  I S  

A  M I R A C L E  B E C A U S E  E V E R Y T H I N G  C O S T S  M O R E ,  B E Y O N D  T H E  U S U A L  

A L A S K A  U P T I C K  F O R  F R E I G H T  C O S T S .  T H A T  A L O N E  A C T S  A S  A  

F O R M  O F  S A L E S  T A X .

N O  O N  S B  1 1 7 / H B  1 5 8  E .  M .  C A S E Y ,  A N  O L D  V O T E R

' Y E S  O N  F U N D I N G  L O N G E V I T Y

L I M I T S  O N  S A L E S  T A X  8 4 8 0  J e w e l  L a K e  R d

A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 0 2  

F O R  A  S M A L L  %  I N C O M E  T A X  t e l  2 4 3  8 5 3 0

G R A D U A T E D  F O R  F A I R N E S S

APRIL 2 6 , 2003
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S U B J E C T :  L O N G E V I T Y  B O N U S  P R O G R A M

■* P l e a s e  l e a v e  t h i s  p r o g r a m  a l o n e ,  i t  i s  w o r k i n g  w e l l .  T h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a  m a d e  a  P R O M I S E  

t o  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  h e l p e d  g e t  u s  S t a t e h o o d ,  b u i l t  u p  A l a s k a  i n  T e r r i t o r i a l  d a y s  a n d  t o o k  

p r i d e  i n  d o i n g  s o .  F o u r t h  A v e n u e  w a s  t h e  o n l y  p a v e d  r o a d  i n  A n c h o r a g e ,  t h e  f i s h e r m e n  

t r a p p e r s  a n d  m i n e r s  r a n  t h e  T e r r i t o r y  t h e y  l o v e d .  T h e y  w e r e  a l l  h a r d  w o r k i n g  p e o p l e .  W h e n  

t h e y  a g e d ,  t h e y  w a n t e d  t o  s t a y  i n  A l a s k a .  T h e  S i t k a  P i o n e e r  H o m e ,  t h e  o n l y  o n e  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  

h e l p e d  a  l o t .  O t h e r s  h a d  t o  l e a v e  A l a s k a  d u e  t o  o u r  h i g h  c o s t  o f  l i v i n g .

T h e  P R O M I S E  w a s  t h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  P r o g r a m  t o  h e l p  t h e s e  P i o n e e r s  s t a y  h e r e . T h e y  w e r e  t h e  

p e o p l e  w h o  h a d  l i v e d  a n d  w o r k e d  h e r e ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  i t  w a s  h a r d  a t  t i m e s .  G o v e r n o r  M u r k o w s k y  

s a y s  w e  c a n  u s e  o t h e r  a v a i l a b l e  p r o g r a m s  t o  o f f s e t  t h e  l o s s  o f  t h e  m o n t h l y  c h e c k . N O T  T R U E .

1 .  M e d i c a r e  p a y s  l e s s  a n d  l e s s .  M o r e  m e d i c a l  n o  l o n g e r  c o v e r e d .  S o m e  n e e d e d  b l o o d  t e s t s  

n o t  c o v e r e d ,  h o s p i t a l  c h a r g e s  $ 9 1 . 0 0  f o r  t h i s  o n e  a l o n e .

2 .  S o m e  d o c t o r s  w i l l  n o t  t a k e  n e w  M e d i c a r e  p a t i e n t s .

3 .  C o s t s  o f  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  a r e  o u t  o f  s i g h t .  S o m e  p e o p l e  h a v e  t o  d e c i d e  w h e t h e r  t o  e a t  o r

g e t  n e e d e d  m e d i c i n e  t o  h e l p  t h e i r  c o n d i t i o n .

4 .  M e a l s  o n  W h e e l s  c a n n o t  b r i n g  a  m e a l  t o  y o u r  h o m e  i f  y o u  c a n  d r i v e  a  s h o r t  d i s t a n c e  o r

a  f a m i l y  m e m b e r  c a n .  O r  i f  y o u  w a l k  y o u r  d o g  i n  y o u r  o w n  y a r d .  I  c a n ' t  g e t  r e s p i t e

f d f  evsn 2 heufb  §  w e e k  f d f  fhe  same fe a so n .
5 .  T h e  P i o n e e r  H o m e s  h a v e  l o n g  w a i t i n g  l i s t f ,  l o t s  o f  e m p t y  b e d s  d u e  t o  t h e  l a c k  o f  h e l p .

I  a l s o  k n o w  s o m e  p e o p l e  a r e  p a y i n g  o v e r  $ 4 , 0 0 0  a  m o n t h  t h e r e  e v e n  t h o u g h  t h e y  a r e  n o t

b e d  r i d d e n .  I  d o n ' t  u n d e r s t a n d  t h i s  c h a r g e .  S u p p o s e  t h e  G o v e r n o r  c l o s e s  t h e s e  

P i o n e e r  H o m e s ?  A t  $ 4 , 0 0 0  p e r  m o n t h ,  h o w  m u c h  o f  y o u r  s a v i n g s  c o u l d  b e  l e f t  t o  g o  

e l s e w h e r e ?  I  r e a l i z e  t h e  " h a v e  n o t s "  s t a y  t h e r e ,  t o o ,  b u t  h o w  i s  t h e  a m o u n t  c h a r g e d  

t h e  " h a v e s "  d e c i d e d ?  A  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h e  r e m a i n i n g  b a l a n c e  i n  s a v i n g s ?

T h e  L o n g e v i t y  B o n u s  c h e c k  h a s  b e e n  f i g u r e d  i n t o  a l l  o u r  b u d g e t s .  E a c h  m o n t h  t h e r e  a r e  

^ C W / ' t i r ^ o f  u s  t o  r e c e i v e  t h e s e  c h e c k s  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  a  d y i n g  b r e e d .  I  f i g u r e  t h e  y o u n g e s t  p e r s o n  

r e c e i v i n g  a  c h e c k  o f  $ 1 0 0  p e r  m o n t h  w a s  7 2  y e a r s  o l d  t h i s  y e a r .  I  w a s  7 4  o n  1 2 / 2 3 / 2 0 0 2 ,

w h i c h  m a k e s  m e  o n e  o f  t h e  l a s t  p e o p l e  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  $ 2 5 0 . 0 0  p e r  m o n t h .  I  h a v e  b e e n  i n

A l a s k a  5 5  y e a r s .  T h i s  m e a n s  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l e  w h o  r e c e i v e  $ 2 5 0  a r e  o l d e r  t h a n  I  a m ,  b u t  m a y  

n o t  h a v e  b e e n  i n  A l a s k a  a s  l o n g  d u e  t o  t h e  p r o g r a m  r u l e  o f  r e s i d e n c y  w a s  d e c l a r e d  t o  b e  

u n c o n s t i t u t i o n a l  a n d  o p e n e d  i t  u p  t o  a n y o n e  o f  a  c e r t a i n  a g e ,  n o  m a t t e r  h o w  r e c e n t l y  t h e y  

h a d  c o m e  t o  A l a s k a .  L o t s  o f  p e o p l e  w e  k n o w  b r o u g h t  u p  M o m  &  P o p  t o  l i v e  h e r e  a n d  g e t  t h e  

$ 2 5 0  a  m o n t h ,  t u r n e d  t h e  g a r a g e  i n t o  a n  a p a r t m e n t .  T h i s  m a d e  t h e  l i s t  o f  t h o s e  g e t t i n g  

c h e c k s  g o  o u t  o f  s i g h t .

T h r e e  g e n e r a t i o n s  o f  o u r  f a m i l y  b o r n  i n  A l a s k a ,  c h i l d r e n ,  g r a n d c h i l d r e n  a n d  g r e a t : c h i l d r e n .  

W e  d o  o w n  o u r  h o m e .  I  r e c e i v e  $ 2 5 0 ,  d a t e  o f  b i r t h  1 2 / 2 3 / 2 8 ,  m y  h u s b a n d  g e t s  $ 2 0 0  e v e n  

t h o u g h  h e ' s  b e e n  h e r e  l o n g e r ,  d o b  2 / 2 2 / 2 9 ,  2  m o n t h s  y o u n g e r  t h a n  m e .  E v e r y  p e n n y  w e  

s p e n d  f o r  a n y t h i n g  i s  s p e n t  h e r e .  W e  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  l o c a l  c h a r i t i e s ,  a n d  q u i e t l y  h e l p  

i n d i v i d u a l s  n e e d i n g  i t ,  t a u g h t  r e m e d i a l  r e a d i n g  w i t h o u t  s a l a r y ,  h e l p e d  d e a f  1 3  y e a r  o l d  

t o  s p e a k  a n d  o t h e r  p e r s o n a l  h e l p  t o  m a k e  l i f e  b e t t e r  h e r e .  T h a t ' s  w h a t  t h e  p i o n e e r  

A l a s k a n s  a l w a y s  d i d ,  h e l p  e a c h  o t h e r  b e c a u s e  w e  c a r e d  a n d  n o t  f o r  m o n e y .

W e  n e e d  t h i s  p r o g r a m  t o  c o n t i n u e  a s  i t  i s ,  i t ' s  w o r k i n g  w e l l .  A s  I  s a i d  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g ,  

l e a v e  t h e  p r o g r a m  a l o n e ,  w e ' r e  d y i n g  o f f  a n d  t h e  G o v e r n o r  i s  w r o n g ,  m o s t  o f  u s  d o n ' t  

q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e  p r g r a m s  h e  t h i n k s  a r e  t h e r e  a n d  w e  d o n ' t  w a n t  c h a r i t y .  A l s o ,  i f  w e  l o s e

t h i s  p r o g r a m  I  c a n  t h i n k  o f  o t h e r  w a y s  t o s a v e  m o n e y ,  b u t  t h e n  a  l o t  o f  p e o p l i t  w o u l d n ' t

l i k e  i t  b e c a u s e  i t  w o u l d  b e  t h e i ~  m o n e y  b e i n g  g i v e n  u p .

I  c a n n o t  b e l i e v e  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  o u r  S e n a t o r s  a n d  R e p r e s e n t i v e  w o u l d  e v e n  c o n s i d e r

t o u c h i n g  t h i s  p r o g r m .  A t  t h e  s a m e  t i m e  t h e  T o u r i s t  I n d u s t r y ,  w h i c h  i s  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y ,  

i s  a g a i n  a s k i n g  f o r  a  g o v e r n m e n t  F R E E  s u b s i d y  t o  o f f s e t  i t s  a d v e r t i s i n g  c o s t s .  T o u r i s t s  

h a v e  a l w a y s  c o m e  t o  s e e  o u r  d i f f e r e n t ,  b e a u t i f u l  S t a t e .  L e t  t h i s  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  

f i n a l l y  s t a n d  o n  i t s  o w n .  I  w o u l d  t h i n k  t h e  e l d e r l y  a r e  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t ,  r e m e m b e r ,  w e  

l i v e  h e r e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e ,  S i n c e r e l y

/ / /  O'

ch S a  / f c A /  / > / ,

N  o u u J w -  f% e \



M y  h u s b a n d  a n d  I  w o r k e d  h a r d  f o r  S t a t e h o o d ,  a t  o u r  o w n  e x p e n s e ,  w o r k i n g  w i t h  

D e l e g a t e  E .  B o b  B a r t l e t t .  M y  h u s b a n d ’ s  l e t t e r  t o  C o n g r e s s  r e g a r d i n g  o u r  F i s h e r i e s ,  

w a s  s o  i m p r e s s i v e  i t  b e c a m e  a  p a r t  o f  t h e  C o n g r e s s i o n a l  R e c o r d .

I ' m  s o r r y  t h i s  i s  s o  l o n g ,  b u t  i t  i s  a  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t  t o  o u r  a g e  g r o u p  a n d  i t  s e e m s  a s  

t h o u g h  t h e  n e e d y ,  t h e  h a n d i c a p p e d  a n d  t h e  e l d e r l y  a r e  o f t e n  t a r g e t s  o f  c u t t i n g  c o s t s  

o f  g o v e r n m e n t  d o w n  a n d  m o r e  f u n d s  a r e  a s k e d  f o r  a n d  g i v e n  t o  b u s i n e s s e s  w h i c h  s h o u l d  

a l w a y s  s t a n d  o n  t h e i r  o w n  t w o  f e e t .  I  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  a  f o r m  o f  w e l f a r e ,  m e a n i n g  t h e  

b u s i n e s s  h a n d o u t s . b e c a u s e  i t  i s  t h e i r  p r o b l e m  h o w  t h e y  a d v e r t i s e .  S a y i n g  t h e y  a r e  

b r i n g i n g  b u s i n e s s  t o  A l a s k a ,  t h e y  a r e  d o i n g  t h i s  a d v e r t i s i n g  f o r  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s ,  A l a s k a  

i t s e l f  d o e s  n o t  n e e d  a d v e r t i s i n g .  T h e y  c h o o s e  t o  d o  b i g  t i m e  a d v e r t i s i n g ,  f i n e ,  t h e y  

c a n  p a y  f o r  i t  l i k e  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  d o .  W e  p a y  f o r  a n  a d  i n  t h e  n e w p a p e r s r  T h e  S t a t e  

s h o u l d  n o t  p a y  f o r  a n y o n e ' s  a d v e r t i s i n g  a n d  t h e s e  f u n d s  a r e  n o t  r e p a i d  t o  u s ,  t h e  

p e o p l e  o f  A l a s k a . T h e  i n d u s t r y  I s  q u i c k  t o  s a y  h o w  m u c h  t h e y  d o  f o r  A l a s k a ,  i t  l o o k s  

t o  m e  l i k e  t h e y  w a n t  t o  b e  p a i d  t w i c e ,  o n e  w h e n  t h e y  c h a r g e  t h e  c u s t o m e r  a n d  o n c e  w h e n  

t h e y  a s k  t h e  S t a t e  f o r  m o n e y  f o r  f r e e .

S o r r y  i f  I  s o u n d  c y n i c a l , t h e s e  t w o  s u b j e c t s  a r e  r e l a t e d .  O n e ,  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  w a n t s  t o  t a k e  

a w a y  f r o m  p e o p l e  w h o  c a n  n o  l o n g e r  w o r k  e x c e p t  f o r  c h a r i t a b l e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  d u e  t o  h e a l t h  

a n d  a g e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a n d  c o n t i n u e  t o  g i v e  t o  p r i v a t e  i n d u s t r y  e v e r y  s i n g l e  y e a r .  I f  t h e y  

w e r e  a  c h a r i t y  t h a t  w o u l d  b e  d i f f e r e n t  a n d  w o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  h o w e v e r ,  m a y b e  t h e s e  p e o p l e  

h a v e  o v e r  e x t e n d e d  t h e i r  b u s i n e s s  f o r  t h e  a l l  m i g h t y  d o l l a r  a n d  f e e l  t h e  S t a t e  o w e s  t h e m  

s o m e t h i n g .  N o t  t r u e ,  a s  H a r r y  S .  T r u m a n  s a i d ,  i f  y o u  c a n ' t  s t a n d  t h e  h e a t ,  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  

k i t c h e n .  B u s i n e s s e s  c o m e  a n d  g o ,  I  k n o w  t h i s  t o  b e  t r u e ,  I  f e e l  v e r y  s t r o n g l y  a b o u t  

t h i s ,  w e  s h o u l d  n o t  s u b s i d i z e  t o u r i s t ?  i n d u s t r y .



©
Marg Snapp 
PO Box 6165 
Sitka AK 99835

Senator Gary Wilken .̂....  ^ ' U1' - J
Room 518 
State Capitol 

Juneau AK 99801-1182

March 19, 2003

Dear Senator Wilken,

I'm writing to express my concern on the proposed cutting of the Longevity Bonus 
from the proposed budget.

I  work in Social Services/Public Assistance fo r the State of Alaska. I  can tell you 
with authority that often the Longevity Bonus is all that keeps many of our eiders 
from going on Public Assistance - that's "Welfare".

Our elders are dying o ff each year - the Longevity Bonus budget should be getting 
smaller each year. The recipients of the Bonus that I  encounter are spending their 
bonus on health and medical issues - prescriptions, insurance, etc. They are close 
to, but not yet at, the poverty level. The goal is to lower the Welfare roles - this 
budget cut could asily increase the roles.

I  ask to you to oppose this budget cut. 

Thank you fo r representing Alaskans,

Marg. Snapp, Voter
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