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March 5, 2003

The Honorable Gene Therriault 
President of the Senate 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 107 
Ju n eau , AK 99801-1182

Dear President Therriault:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska Constitution, I am 
transm itting a bill which clarifies local school district programs for under­
school-age students.

Pursuant to existing statutes, a district may enroll a four year old child, 
referred to as an "under school age student." The intent of this bill is to 
prohibit districts from constructing curriculum s tha t offer two years of 
kindergarten as a standard program. Early entry of four year olds into the 
school system should be a rare event and reserved for the truly exceptional

This bill would remove a school district’s ability to offer early entry as 
standard practice to access the foundation formula and provide state funded 
pre-school programs. Currently, districts can enroll four year olds and then 
enroll them again as a kindergarten student in the next school year. This 
action effectively provides a child with two years of kindergarten with very little 
in the way of extra expense to the district. The result to the state is an 
additional year of per pupil funding equating to approximately $3.9 million.

Enrolling four year olds as the current statute provides should be 
retained. However, early enrolled children should be expected to advance 
through to the next grade level or grade level equivalent.

I urge your prompt and favorable action on this measure.

child

Sincerely,

Frank H. Murkowski 
Governor




