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March 5, 2003

The Honorable Gene Therriault 
President of the Senate 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol, Room 107 
Juneau , AK 99801-1182

Dear President Therriault:

Under the authority of art. Ill, sec. 18, of the Alaska Constitution, I am 
transm itting a bill eliminating the Alyeska. Central School program (ACS), the 
sta te’s correspondence program.

Alyeska was once the sta te’s only correspondence program offering 
education services to students statewide. The school began operations in 1939 
offering programs to students living in remote areas with no local schools. 
However, there are 12 school districts currently offering statewide 
correspondence services to Alaska’s school age residents.

The district-operated statewide correspondence programs offer a variety 
of education delivery methods. Educational delivery models include US postal, 
Internet and family developed programs supported by district staff.

Eliminating the ACS program will eliminate the duplicative services 
currently being provided by school districts enrolling and serving 
correspondence students statewide. The Department of Education and Early 
Development will help ACS students and families identify the appropriate 
educational services and assist them in moving to other programs to ensure no 
child is left behind.

I urge your prompt and favorable action on this measure.

Sincerely,

Frank H. Murkowski 
Governor
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