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A aron w ith h is sis te r a t the f a ir

Five year old Aaron was informally diagnosed with autism by the Infant Learning Program at age 2; without 
their intervention, we would have probably remained in denial o f  his developmental disability, missing the 
best ages (2-6) to intervene with treatment. A fter formal testing by a pediatric neurodevelopment specialist, 
Dr. Brennan, we were led to the IEI (Intensive Early Intervention) program, state-funded & led by Dr. Todd 
Risley o f  UAA. W hen this program lost its funding, we were forced to find, organize, and deliver our own 
Autism program led by Dr. John McEachin from Seal Beach, California. We have three highly trained 
therapists that work with Aaron 20+ hrs a week in addition to 20 hours o f  special education pre-school.

A aro n  w ith sib lin g s

Our only state funding is through the Respite program for one o f  the three therapists at a time (we have had 
ten home therapists over the last 2 years; only three have used our minimal respite hours). No state money is 
allotted for the two-day, very expensive, on-site work sessions by Dr. M cEachin (four times a year). This 
program has drained all our savings and w orking capitol. We live pay-check to pay-check, watching these 
proven intervention efforts bring Aaron out o f  his autistic world, and hopefully out o f  special education, 
allowing him to mainstream with normal peers for the remainder o f  his life. This means that he WOULD 
NOT BE A BURDEN on the State after these formative years.

Information, intervention, and funding are the keys to success for autistic children

A aron at the f a ir A aron w ith siste r

A aron in  treatm ent w/ tra in e d  AHA therapist. S e lf  p o rtra it w ith D r. M cEach in  A  Potato heads





W H Y  are we here in Juneau?
D id  you know:

N ear ly  1,500 in d iv id u a ls  are on the State's 
W a it  L is t  for d e v e lo p m e n ta l  d is a b i l i t i e s  
commun ity  services.

T h e  average wa it is 3-5 y ea rs  - a c om m on  
cause o f  b roken  fam i l ie s  and out-of-home 
placements?

There is a h ug e  cost s a v in g s  when  a f am i ly ’s 
needs arc met when  they first arise.

T h e  average costs for adults w ith  d isab i l i t ie s  
to l iv e  in the com m un ity  are h a l f  o f  what it 
costs to l iv e  in a nurs ing hom e or institution?

C om m u n it y  supports make sense, both f isca l ly  
and p rog ram m a t ic a l ly ,  and that’s w h y  we 're  
here in Juneau.

W e  be l ieve  that ch i ld ren  shou ld  rema in at home 
w ith  th e ir  parents, w i i h  adequate supports to 
deal w ith  the specia l cha llenges and stresses.
W e  be l ieve  that adults w ith  d isab il i t ies  have the 
right to. l i v e  in ne ighborhoods o f  cho ice ; have 
m e a n in g f u l  jo b s ;  h a v e  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  to 
con tr ibu te  to the ir  c om m u n it y ;  l i v e  a l i f e  o f  
d ign ity  and value.

W e  ask vou r he lp . W e  need our Go ve rno r  and 
Leg is lature to assure that the F am ily  o f  A laska 
in c ludes peop le  w ith  d isa b i l i t ie s .  W e  need a 
c o m m itm e n t  to end  the W a it  L is t N O W !  
Please j o i n  us as we march , ra lly , advocate. T ell 
our e lected o f f i c i a l ,  that y o u  b e l ie v e  in the 
d re am  o f  th is  K e y  C a m p a ig n  - that 
C O M M  U N I T Y  is for eve ryone  and that the 
time to end the w a it in g  is now .

T ha nk  y o u  on b e h a l f  o f  o u r  f am i l ie s ,  ou r 
ch i ld ren , adolescents and adults w ho  exper ience 
d isab il it ies .

For 17 years, the K e y  C am pa ig n  has un ited 
peop le  from across A laska. W e have brought 
toge the r co n sum ers ,  fam i l ie s  and s e rv ic e  
prov iders to advocate for those w ho  st i l l wa it 
for services.

In  the b e g in n in g  w e  were sm a l l ,  but w e 'v e  
g rown  every year. W e  have chapters in rural 
and urban Alaska. W e  have traveled lo  Juneau 
17 t imes and we  w i l l  c o n t in u e  to travel to 
Juneau for as lo ng  as it takes- for as lo ng  as 
peop le  arc forced to go w ithout supports; for 
as lo ng  as the bureaucracy chooses to look at 
faceless statistics instead o f  hum an  be ings in 
need; for as long as fam il ies  disintegrate in the 
rea lity o f  inadequate supports. A nd  afterward 
w e  w i l l  go back to ou r com m un it ie s  across 
A laska and tell the peop le  w h o  wa it w hy  the 
bureaucracy fails to respond.

Please j o in  us at the 
C a p i t o l  Steps R a l ly  

March 3,2004 
At 12:00 noon

Please be one o f  those w ho  secs the need and 
rea l izes the advantage o f  k eep ing  together; 
w h o  rea l iz es  the e c o n om ic  advan tage  o f  
h e lp in g  peop le become self-sufficient and who 
chooses to help. Please jo in  us as a member o f  
the K ey  Coa l i t io n  o f  Alaska.
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Building Communily Together

March 2 and 2, 2004 
Juneau, Alaska

Community is the Key fo r  
Alaskans who experience 
developmental disabilities



What is the Key Coalition?

The Key Coalition is a statewide 
coalition o f  supporters, friends and 
advoca te s  for A la sk an s  who 
experience developmental disabilities.

Key C oalition  basic be! cfs:

Community is truly a place 
for everyone.

Individuals who experience a 
disability have a right to live 
in the community.

Individuals and their families 
must the power to assume a 
meaningful role in their 
community.

Government has a primary 
responsib i l i ty to provide 
realistic, non-intrusive, non­
segregating, community for 
ALL of its citizens.

The Key Coali tion advocates for 
equal opportunity, accessibility, and 
inc lus ive  com m un i t i e s  foi " ’.I 
Alaskans who experience disabilities.

COM M UNITY,
That’s what it’s all about!

Community COMMUNITY SERVICES ARE Community
services are the THE KEY FOR INDIVIDUALS services support

most cost-effective WHO EXPERIENCE A over 2100 people
way o f providing DEVELOPMENTAL in 197

services DISABILITY communities.

Residential Suppor ts
Access ib le Hous ing  

In d iv id ua l Leases/Home Ownersh ip  
L ow  Interest Loans

Employment Supports
Subsistence Act iv it ies 

C om m un it y  Jobs 
Job Tra in ing

Home Modifications
Ramps 

Accessib le Bathrooms 
Stair C l im bers

Community 
services help 

people become 
self sufficient

F am i ly  Suppor t  Project 
Fam ily  Resource Spec ia l is t 

Task Centered,
Short Term  Support

In-Home Suppor ts
Respite 

Personal Ca re Attendants 
C ho re  Serv ices 

Spec ia l ized Equ ipmen t

TEFRA
Ch i ld r en  Stay ing at I lom e

Please, 
Support the 

Key 
Campaign!

Community 
services contribute 

buck to the 
economy





F o r  3 e i n 0  t h e  

K e y  t o  M y  

S U C C E S S . . . .

My name is Aubrey and I’m two years old. IVe been receiving services under the Children 
with Comp  lex Medical Conditions (CCMC) waiver through FOCUS Inc. for the past year. 
And oh, what a year it ’s beenl I’ve gained 7 Vz pounds and grew 4 inches. I’ve I earned how 
to  s it up, crawl and pull myself up on the furniture. I only had to  stay overnight a t the 
hospital five nights, we went to  the emergency room a couple of times, but they let me go 
home with my Mom and Dad. I didn’t  have to  have any surgeries th is  year! I was even 
healthy enough to  visit my other Mom, Pad, sisters and brothers in the village. I have so 
many people who love me, care fo r me, support me, teach me and keep me safe. Some 
people come to  our house, but Mom has to  drive me to  my other places. They watch my 
weight and how much I eat, take pictures of my heart, give me shots and take my blood - 
not fun. They’re also teaching me to  eat, walk and talk, I’m learning sign language and 
how to  play with other kids. Now th a t’s fun. I love Elmo and Nemo, looking a t  books, 
taking baths, listening to  Mozart and playing with all my toys. When my Mom and Pad 
need a break, I go to  Saige’s house. She’s my respite provider and she’s really nice. The 
nurse from FOCUS told Mom th a t I have the CCMC waiver for another year, as long as 
there is money. I know I’m getting all the help I need, but there are other kids who need 
help and have to  wait. Please don’t  make them wait: they need help, too.

Thanks again, and we’ll see you next year,

Aubrey
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A little help goes a long way

Support A laskans w ith developmenta l disabilities
A message from the Key Coalition of Alaska 333-7295 or airstrip@gci.net

mailto:airstrip@gci.net


A little help goes a long way . . .

Support Alaskans with developmental disabilities
A m essage  f ro m  th e  Key C o a l i t io n  o f  A lask a ,  333-7295 or a i rs t r ip @ g c i .n e t

mailto:airstrip@gci.net


W e  build  c o m m u n it ie s  on e life  at a tim e.
A m essage from  th e  K ey C o a lit io n  o f  A laska  o r  airstrip(a)gci,not
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Inclusion: a basic ingredient...




