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SPONSOR STATEMENT

CSHB 425(EDU) SECONDARY BOARDING SCHOOLS

HB 425 puts into statute DOE’s current practice. This legislation supports
existing programs that are successful. Under this bill a student would not have to
pass the current entrance standards. The bill would give students a choice of
going to a school that something different to offer than may be available in their
hometown.

This legislation by statute reimburses to full school year secondary boarding
schools costs incurred by the district operating the program.

The legislation limits the program to schools already operating boarding schools
onJanuary 1, 2004. ,
There are three boarding schools that would qualify for reimbursement for a per-
pupil stipend and one round trip between the student’s com inity of residence
and the school during the school year if the district expends money for the trip.

These schools will participate in a five-year pilot project that the Department of
Education will evaluate for the legislature.

The hold harmless section of this bill allows a student’s district of residence to
count a student for the ADM count even though the student is attending a
secondary boarding school. This avoids the possibility of paying the base
allocation twice for the same student.
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Sectional For Committee Substitute for House Bill 425(EDU)
Section 1
fa) Provides that a school district that was operating a secondary boarding school prior
to January 1, 2004 could be reimbursed for the cost of operating the boarding school
providing they have a suitable student dormitory and provide daily access to a public

school offering the grades 9-12 classes.

(b) The district can be reimbursed for a per-pupil stipend determined by the Department
of Education and for one round trip per student that travels from their community.

(c) Defines district as "a city or borough school district or a regional educational
attendance area.

Also defines district secondary school boarding program as “ a public school operated for
a full school year by a district in which the domiciliary services are provided for students
in grades nine through 12. The full school year was added to the language in the Special
Committee on Education and this resulted in a reduction in the fiscal note of $227,700.
Section 2.

Provides a hold harmless clause for school districts that have children move out of the
district to attend a secondary boarding school. The students moving from the district
would be counted in the average daily membership of the home district.

Section 3.

This is a sunset clause that repeals the substance of this bill on July 1, 2009.

Section 4.

Puts into place an effective date of July 1, 2004.
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To: Senator Gary WIIKen
Senate Finance Committee, Co-Chairman
From: R. Lindquist, Dean of Students
Date: May 3, 2004
Re: Consideration, House Bill 425
Cc:  Distribution

Choice Alaska Greetings!

I want to express to you, and your colleagues in the Alaska Legislature,
the sincere appreciation of the students, parents and staff of the Nenana
Student Living Center for your past financial suppod. We received last
year's monies with the understanding that we would return this year with
an alternate method of future funding.

HB 425 has received bipartisan support in the House, passing by a vote of
38*0. Last Friday it made its way through the Senate HESS Committee.
Your committee (Senate Finance) is currently considering HB 425 - |
would ask that you consider the following:

Personal Testimony: Before coming to Nenana, | was the
principal/administrator at Matanuska Christian School (K-12, Palmar, AK).
During tha HESS Committee meeting | heard the term *cash cow" uaed in
reference to the fiscal note attached to this Bill. While | realize that there
la a substantial fiscal note accompanying thia legislation - this measura
purposes to continue providing rural kids and their parents a choice... for
what they believe is a better, expanded educational opportunity. | am
hopeful you will consider this measure an investment, not an expense.

In my twelve-year tenure at MCS, | helped to provide choices to
thousands of students and their families in the Mat-Su Valley. In doing so,
we were able to save the state tena of millions of dollars in ADM monlas. |
did not comment on the learning environment at the local schools - it was
the students and parents that decided that their needs were not being met
and needed a placement option.

HB 425
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That is what the Nenana Student Living Center has been able to provide
for the last three years - a viable option for hundreds of students and
families whose needs are not being met at their local schools.

The First Alaskans Institute recently hosted a symposium on *Thirty Years
Later: A lock back on the Molly Hootch case and forward to the future of
rural schooling in Alaska* Their conclusion was noteworthy, in part it read,
"First and most Important, students and their parents need to make the
choice about where Native and rural children attend school, whetherit's a
local community school\ a boarding school, or another option... to move
forward on creating the best possible system for all students, Native and
non-Native in rural Alaska..."

With the ongoing demands of No Child Left Behind, options for students
and their families will become increasingly more important. Failure to
provide the option that the NSLC has been able to successfully provide
would be tragic.

AftteMment: | was fortunate to be able to participate in the School Board
Fly-In last week. On the way to Juneau, | rode with a group of NSLC kids
participating in NYO and others wanting to visit UAA. | am very pleased to
report that | was able to register eight seniors for the fall of 2004. These
soon-to-be graduates havt> their class schedule in hand and money set
aside to begin their post-secondary education.

The “proof of the pudding is in the taste.” The NSLC graduated two
si idents (both college bound) In 2002, our initial year of operation. Six
students (five college bound, one voc-tech) graduated at the end of our
second year, 2003. This year we are pleased to be graduating 17
confident, optimistic young individuals excited about learning.

Agnes David, of Kongiginak, testified before the HESS Committee last
week about her daughter Lucy and her friends that are now excited about
learning and are eager to attend college this next fall. Lucy will be serving
as a Della Keats intern this summer.  Lucy Is one of nine of this year’s
graduates that ere already enrolled at UAA, three at UAF, two in the Job
Corps, one at the Career Academy and one brave young lady (who was
also the Prom Queen) in the United States Marine Corps. Each of these
students had the assistance and encouragement of NCPS and NSLC

staff.

Assessments are used to determine the value and significance of an event
or process. Our student’s successes are demonstrated with higher test
scores, self reliance and a determined outlook on their future; these are
the best forms of assessment that we have available.

HB 425
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The NSLC will continue to perform self-assessments In College and post-
secondary placements, We also conduct attitudes and at-risk behavior
surveys in the fall of each year. We will continue to comply with
assessments administered by the state - AYP, benchmark scores and exit
exams.

Financial: Through charts, we have tried to graphically show ADM
savings to the state that would help to off-set some of the costs associated
with this Bill. | have attached two separate analyses on the savings.
Exhibit A uses the same data that we use to determine how much total
money Nenana City Public Schools receives from the state, per student.
We use that per-student-funding amount to determine our budget for the
year. A different type of analysis, with different figures, was used in
Exhibit B. This reflects the total dollars taken out the State’s general fund.

Depending on the data used - you will get different results. | believe both
to be accurate, However, it doesn't matter which numbers you use - the
fact remains that there is a tremendous cost savings (over $300,000,00)
when rural students choose to attend the NSLC.

House Bill 425 will generate approximately $4,748.00 per student
($455,808.00 divided by 96 students). This extra funding, plus Nenana’s
local ADM funding dollars will still total less money than what a majority of
our students would generate If they stayed home. However, our students
have chosen not to stay home. They are willing to leave tholr home and
families to gain daily access to the expanded educational opportunities
available in Nenana. These monies will only partially cover the cost of
room, board, travel and supervision.

Challenge: Among others, Governor Murkowski and Senator Stevens
have asked for changes In providing a better quality of education for our
rural students. One option that has been presented by both is the idea of
regional learning centers. Nenana has shown the initiative in answering
this need.

While we don’t claim to have all the answers... we are working hard at
providing Improved, Innovative, fiscally responsible options. | am
concerned that if Individual citios and school districts do not gain some
support In their efforts to provide educational choices - the educational
challenges that exist in rural Alaska will remain unchanged, or possibly

escalate.

Nenana has built a $450,000.00 residential facility - the nicest In the state.
No direct financial assistance for room, board, transportation and

HB 425
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supervision was available the first two years of operation. This was
accomplished at a tremendous cost of both financial and human resources
to the City of Nenana. Now we ask for your assistance In continuing to
provide an environment of success and future hope.

Thank you for your consideration of House Bill 425. We ask for your help
in our efforts to develop Alaska’s most valuable resources.

Attachments: 3

HB 425
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TOTAL ADM MONIES ALLOCATED PER DISTRICT

NAME

Aovrtak, Arieiis
Aowlak, Lois
Alexis, Carlle
Alexie. CaroHnt
Alexie, Kristis
Alexia, Metthaw
Allen. Roberta
Aneton, Myrtle
Attle, Michael
Beniamin, Anna
Beniamin, Devin
Bern. Kelly
Blatohford, Alma
Brinkham, Afton
Brooks, Erin
Brooks. Leah
Brook. Molly
Burnham. Heather
Busch. Arthur
Busk. Prtedrick
Christiansen, Heidi
David. Christopher
bavlid. Elizabeth
David, Lucy
paytcn, Elizabeth
bayton, Susan
bemletitieff, Arvin
DemlentiefT, Cheeky
Demlentieff, Clinton
Esmailka, Danielle
Eamekka, Derrick
EamaWta. Megan
George, Kendra
Qochenauer, Harry
Qochenauar, Tvlar
Ignatin, Jonyasa
Igkurak, Lance
Igkurak, Laura
Igkurak, Letha
Ivon, Islah

John. Kacay
Jonas, Maggie

Kriska, Julie

Pro\ljided

8chod Year 2003-04

COMMUNITY

Mtn. Villaae
Mtn. VHIlaoe
Mtn. Vlllaae
Mtn. Villaae
Mtn. Vlllaae
Mtn. Vlllaae
Arctic VUiaae
Levetook
Konglganak
Shageluk
8hagekik
Eagle River
Unalakleet
Eagle

Fort Yukon
Fort Yukon
Fort Yukon
Kattaa
Ruselan Misslon
Alexander Creek
Old Harbor
Konokianak
Konglganak
Konglganak
Koyukuk
Koyukuk
Hofy Cross
Hoty Cross
Holy Cross
Kattag
Kakag

Kaltag

St. Mary's

W aailla
WaaHla

Old Harbor
Konglganak
Konglganak
Konglganak
Konglganak
Arctic Village
W ashington State

Koyukuk

"Re~Ci

SCHOOL DISTRICT LOCAL SAVINGS
ADM
Lower Yukon 8chools $3187.02
Lower Yukon 8chool$ $3,167.02
Lower Yukon Schools $3,167.02
Lower Yukon Schools $3,167.02
Lower Yukon Schools
Lower Yukon Schools 112,407.02 $3,167.02
Yukon-Flats School District $13,064.23
Lake A Peninsula Borouah 6D 613,449.39
Lower Kuskokwim Schools 63,930.22
Iditarod Area School District
Iditarod Area School District
Home School n/a n/a
Bering Straits School# $15,557.56 66,227.56
Alaska Gateway School District $2,070.98
Yukon-Flats School District
Yukon-Flats School District
Yukon-Flats School District
Yukon-Koyukuk School District $17,968.01
Lower Yukon School District $12,497.02
|Mat-8u Borough School District $7,215.06 ($2,114.34)
Kodiak Island Borough Schools ($595.12)
Lower Kuskokwim Schools
Lower Kuskokwim Schools $3,930.22
Lower Kuskokwim Schools $3,930.22
Yukon-Koyukuk School District $8,656.01
Yukon-Koyukuk School District 16,656.01
iditarod School District 12,039.06
Iditarod School District 12,039.96
iditarod School District $2,039.96
Yukon-Koyukuk School District $17,986.01 $8,656.01
Yukon-Koyukuk School District 1$17,966.01 $8,056.01
Yukon-Koyukuk school District
St. Marys School District
Mat-Su School District $7,215.66 ($2,114.34)
Mat-Su School District $7,215.66 ($2,114.34)
Kodiak Wand Borough Schools  $6,734.66 (5595.12)
Lower Kuskokwim Schools $13,260.22
Lower Kuskokwim Schools $13,260.22
Lower Kuskokwim Schools $13,260.22
Lower Kuskokwim Schools $13,260.22
Yukon-Flats 8ohool District $22,364.23
n/a n/a n/a

Yukon-Koyukuk School District $17,968.01 $8,656.01

Ccpogki
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Lindquist, Abigail
Moon. Amy
Nicholas, Shavlene
Otto, Rachael
Patera, Kimberty
Peters, Madeline
PhIllID. EmHda
Phillip, Emartta

Rawls, Savannah

Rychopsfcy, Kimberiy Nawhalan

Shtwfttt, Russell
8olari. Roberta
Sorensen, Daniel
StamMfer, Mary Jane
Stephan, Robert Jr,
Stephan, 8ally
Tlokett, Andrew
Tritt, Donetta

Tritt, Sheens
Turwhun, Ronnie
Tweto, Jeeeica

W askey, Eusebius
Waskey, Mehe-Jean
W aaaillle. Laura

W aasklle, Bally

W lseoarver, lan

Witt, Csorgia

9078323277
EXHIBIT "A"

Palmar Matanuska Christian School n/a n/a

Anchorage School District 18,754.07 ($2,575.93)
Kaltag Yukon-Koyukuk School District $17,083.01 $8,858.01
Kongiganak Lower Kuskokwim Schools $13,280.22 $3,030.22
Holy Crose iditarod School District $11,380.08 $2,030.08
Holy Cross Iditarod School District $11,380.08 $2,030.08
Alakanuk Lower Yukon School District $12,407.02 $3,187.02
Alakanuk Lower Yukon School District $12,407.02 $3,187.02
Kokhanok Lake A Peninsula Borough SD $13,440.30

Lake A Peninsula Borough 60
Fort Yukon Yukon-Plata School District
Baavsr Yukon-Plata School District $13,064.23
Alexander Creek Home School n/a n/a
Tyonek Kenai Peninsula Borough School $7,810.08 ($1,510.34)
Tvonak Ksnei Peninsula Borouoh School ($1,510.34)
Tyonek Kenai Peninsula Borough School $7,810.88 ($1,510.34)
Shunonak (Northwest Arctic Borough S. D. $14,850.50 $5,520.50
Lower Kalskaa Kuspuk School District $14,000.00* $4,870.00
Lower Kelsksa Kuspuk School District $14,000.00* $4,670.00
old Harbor Kodiak Island Borough Schools $8,734.88 ($595.12)
St. Mary's St. Mary's School District $12,500.00* $3,170.00
Mtn. VHlaoe lower Yukon Schools $12,407.02 $3,167.02
Mtn. VHlaoe Lower Yukon Schools LIttM iiJtiX ErE a
Kokhanok Lake A Peninsula Borouoh 8D
Kaaloluk Lower Kuskokwim Sohcols
W aailla Mat-Su Borouoh Sohool District $7,215.88 (S2,114_342)
Qalena Qalena City School District $13280.22*

TOTAL ADM MONIES SAVED 2003-04

NINANA CITY SCHOOLS, ADM

* Estimated

= 1#,330.00

$318,939.98
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TABLE "B" LISTING ONLY THOSE MONIES TAKEN FROM STATE GENERAL FUND

NAME

Agwiek, Arietta
Agwiek, Lois
Ataxia, Carile
Alexie, Caroline
Alexie, KristJe
Alexie, Matthew
Allen, Roberta
Anelon. Myrtle
Attle, Michael
Beniamin, Anna
Beniamin, Devin
Peru, Kelly
Blatohford, Alma
Brinkham, Afton
Brooks, Erin
Brooks, Leah
Brook, Molly
Burnham, Heather
Busch, Arthur
3uak, Frledrlek
Christiansen, Heidi
David, Christopher
David, Elizabeth
David, Lucy
Dayton, Elizabeth
Dayton, Suean

Demlentieff, Arvin

Dam lentleft, Chasity

Demlentieff, Clinton

Esmailka, Danielle
Esmailka, Derrick
Esmailka, Megan

George, Kendra

Gochenauer, Harry

Gochenauer, Tyler
Ignatin, Jonysas
lgkurak, Lance
Igkurak, Laura
lgkurak, Letha
Ivon, Islah

John, Kacey
Jones, Maggie

Krtska, Julie

COMMUNITY

Mtn. Village
Mtn. Village
Mtn. Village
Mtn. Village
Mtn. Village
Mtn. Village
Arctic Village
Lovelock
Konglganak
Shageluk
Shageluk
Eagle River
Unalak.set
Eagle

Fort Yukon
Fort Yukon
Fort Yukon
Kattag
Russian Mission
Alexander Creek
Old Harbor
Kongiganak
Konglganak
Konglganak
Koyukuk
Koyukuk
Holy Cross
Holy Cross
Holy Cross
Kattag
Kaltag
Kalteg

6t. Mery's

W ssllla
Wasllla

Old Harbor
Konglganak
Konglganak
Konglganak
Konglganak
Arctic Village
Washington State

Koyukuk

SCHOOL DISTRICT

Lower Yukon Schools
Lower Yukon Schools
Lower Yukon Schools
Lower Yukon Schools
Lower Yukon Schools
Lower Yukon Schools
Yukon-Flats School District
Lake & Peninsula Borough SD
Lower Kuekokwlm Schools
ditarod Ares School District
ditarod Area School District
home School
Bering Straits Schools
Alaska Gateway School District
Vukon-Flats school District
Yukon-Flats Sohool District
Yukon-Flats School District
Yukon-Koyukuk School District
Lower Yukon School District
Mat-Su Borough School District
Kodiak Island Borough Schools
Lower Kuskokwim Schools
Lower Kuskokwim Schools
Lower Kuskokwim Schools
Yukon-Koyukuk School District
Yukon-Koyukuk School District
Iditarod School District
Iditarod School District
Iditarod School District
Yukon-Koyukuk School District
Yukon-Koyukuk School District
Yukon-Koyukuk School District
St. Mery's School District
Vlat-Su 6ohool District
Mat-Su School District
Kodiak Island Borough Schools
.ower Kuskokwim Schools
uower Kuskokwim Schools
.ower Kuskokwim Schools
Lower Kuskokwim Schools
Yukon-Flats School District
n/a

Yukon-Koyukuk School District

STATE
REVENUE
$7,720.00
$7,720.00
$7,720.00
$7,720.00
$7,720,00
$7,720.00

$13,260.00

$13,090.00 $10,042.00

$0,762.00
$0,360.00
$8,360.00
n/a
$8,092.00
$10,042.00
$13,269.00
$13,269.00
$13,269.00
$11,769.00
$7,720.00
$5,071.00
$5,412.00
$9,762.00
$9,762.00
$9,762.00
$11,769.00
$11,769.00
$9,380.00
$9,360.00
$9,360.00
$11,760.00
$11,760.00
$11,789.00
$11,439.00
$5,071.00
$5,071.00
$5,412.00
$9,752.00
$9,762.00
$9,762.00
$9,762.00
$13,269.00
n/a
$11,769.00

1

SAVINGS

$3,772.00
$3,772.00
$3,772.00
$3,772.00
$3,772.00
$3,772.00
$9,321.00

$9,814.00
$5,432.00
$5,432.00
$0.00
$4,144.00
$6,094.00
$9,321.00
$9,321.00
$0,321.00
$7,821.00
$3,772.00
$1,123.00
$1,464.00
$5,814.00
$5,814.00
$5,814.00
$7,821.00
$7,821.00
$5,432.00
$5,432,00
$5,432.00
$7,821.00
$7,821.00
$7,821.00
$7,491.00
$1,123.00
$1,123.00
$1,484.00
$5,804.00
$5,814.00
$5,814.00
$5,814.00
$9,321.00
$0.00
$7,821.00
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Lindquist, Abigail
Moon, Amy

Slcholas, Shavians

Otto. Rachael
aetere, Kimberly
3eters, Madeline
3hllllp, EmlkJe
Phillip, Emmlida

Rawts, Savannah
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Rychnosky, Kimberf « ~ < ilon

ShewfeH, Russell

Soliri, Roberta

Sorensen, Daniel

StandlIfer, Mary Jane
Stephan, Robert Jr.

Stephan. Sally
Tlickett, Andrew
Trttt. Donetta
Trttt, Sheens
Tunohun, Ronnie

Tweto, Jessica

Waekoy, Eusebius

W askey, Merie-Jean

W assillie. Laura
W esslllle. Sally
W lsacarver, lan

WItt, Georgia

TOTAL ADM

9078325277
EXHIBIT "B

Palmer Matanuska Christian School n/a
Anchorage Anchorage school District S4.197.00
Kaltag Yukon-Koyukuk School District $11,709.00
Konglganak Lower Kuskokwim Schools $9,762.00
Holy Cross ditarod School District $9,380.00
Holy Cross Iditarod School District $9,380.00
Alakanuk Lower Yukon 6chool District $7,720.00
Aiakrnuk Lower Yukon School District $7,720.00
emok Lake & Peninsula Borough SD $13,990.01
Lake & Peninsula Borough SD $13,990.00
> rt Zukon Yukon-Fltts School District $13,269.00
Beaver Yukon-Flats School District $13,269.00

Alexander Creek Home School n/a
Tyonek Kenai Peninsula Borough School $4,485.00
Tyonek Kenai Peninsula Borough School $4,485.00
Tyonek Kenai Peninsula Borough School $4,485.00
Shungnak Northwest Arctic Borough S. D. $9,142.00
Lower Kalskag Kuspuk school District $9,887.00
Lower Kalskag Kuspuk School District $9,887.00
Old Harbor Kodiak Island Borough Schools $5,412.00
St. Mary's St. Mary's School District $11,439.00
Mtn. Village Lower Yukon Schools $7,720.00
Mtn. Vlllaae Lower Yukon 8chools $7,720.00
Kokhanok Lake & Peninsula Borough SD $13,990.00
Keslgluk Lower Kuskokwim Schools $9,762.00
W asilia Mat-Su Borough School District $5,071.00
Galena Galena City School District $4,222.00

M O N I E

S SAVED 2003-04 (*)

$0.00
$249.00
$7,821.00
$5,814.00
$5,432.00
$5,432.00
$3,772.00
$3,772.00
$10,042.00
$10,042.00
$9,321.00
$9,321.00
$0.00
$537.00
$537.00
$537.00
$5,194.00
$5,939.00
$5,939.00
$1,464.00
$7,491.00
$3,772.00
$3,772.00
$10,042.00
$5,814.00
$1,123.00
$274.00

$388,939.00

NENANA CITY SCHOOLS, ADM = $3948.00
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SENATE COMMITTEE REPORT
DATE: 04/26/04 FURTHER:

DATE TURNED ,, , '
IN TO OFFICE: 0 >

Health, Education and Social Services Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 425(EDU)
HB 425 BOARDING SCHOOL FUNDING

"An Act relating to funding for school districts operating secondary school boarding programs and to funding
for school districts from which boarding students come; and providing for an effective date."

and recommends:

Senate Bill:

[ 1 Same Title
be replaced with Cs [ j New Title
adopt previous CSs House Bill:

[ 1 Same Title
attached amendment(s) [ J] Technical Title

Change
adopt Letter of Intent by Committee [ 1 New Title w/
SCR#
[ further referral to Committee
NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTE(S):
Department Date Fiscal Indet. Zero FN# Department Date Fiscal Indet. Zero FN#

V> z-

[ 1 APPROPRIATION - no fiscal note

SIGNATU”~S AND RECH™/IMMtJJATANS: DO Do Not No REC Amend
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