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Finance Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 377(FIN)

HB 377 APPROP:MENTAL HEALTH BUDGET

"An Act making appropriations for the operating and capital expenses of the state's integrated comprehensive 
mental health program; and providing for an effective date."
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J a n u a ry  K2, 2004

The Honorable Pete Kott 
S peaker of the House 
A laska S tate  Legislature 
S ta te  Capitol, Room 208 
J u n e a u , AK 99801-1182

D ear Speaker Kott:

I am  today tran sm ittin g  a  separa te  FY2005 appropria tions bill for the  
s ta te ’s com prehensive m en ta l hea lth  program . As required  by' s ta tu te , it 
inc ludes both operating an d  cap ita l appropria tions an d  is accom panied  by a  
rep o rt outlining the differences betw een m y budget and  the  recom m endations 
of the  A laska Mental H ealth  T ru s t Authority.

The proposed m ental h e a lth  budget rep re sen ts  a  cooperative effort 
betw een s ta te  agencies, the  T ru stees, an d  T ru s t A uthority  staff. C oupled w ith 
the  resources th a t have been  appropria ted  in  recen t years, these  productive 
w orking relationships have m ad e  a  positive difference for A laska’s m en tal 
h ea lth  beneficiaries. Given th e  s ta te ’s overall financial position, we are  no t in a 
position for the  sta te  to au g m e n t m any of the  T ru s t’s req u ests  th a t required  
s ta te  general funds. These difficult decisions are  p a rt of ou r w ork to take 
responsibility  today for A laska’s tomorrow.

I look forward to w orking w ith the  Legislature th is  session.

Sincerely yours

-Frank H. M urkow ski 
Governor

E n c l o s u r e

http://WWW.GOV.STATE.AK.US



