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S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number:

20 04  L E G I S L A T I V E  S E S S IO N  Bill Version:
(H) Publish Date:

FISCAL NOTE

R e v is io n  D a te /T im e  (N o te  if  c o rre c tio n ):______________________Dept. A ffected^___________________________
Title An Act relating to animals________________________BRU Legal and Advocacy Services
________________________________________________ ___________ ___ Com ponent Public Defender Agency
Sponsor Reps. Chenault. Gruenberg,...___________________  ____________________________
Requester (H) Judiciary____________________________________ Com ponent No. 1631

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s  _____________________________(T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o lla rs )_________________
Note: Am ounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
O PERATING  EXPENDITURES FY 2005 I FY 2006 j FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010

Personal Services I* I* * * »

Travel I I

Contractual I ' J

Supplies 1 1
Equipm ent 1 1
Land & Structures 1 1 j

Grants & C laims 1 1
M iscellaneous 1 1

T O T A L OPERATING 1* 1*
* * *

C A P ITA L EXPENDITURES

CHANG E IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE_________________________________________________(Thousands o f Dollars)
•|002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 G F/Program  Receipts 
1037 G F/M ental Health
O ther (Specify Type--Do not abbreviale)

i
I

* * * * • •

TO TAL » • * * ♦

M A Y  0 9 ? 0 M

'S E N A T E  r IN A N C E  
C O M M IT E E

b     ------

CSHB 275(JUD)
4/19/04_________________

Adm inistration

REPORTED O U T

E stim a te  o f any cu rre n t yea r (FY2004) c o s t: 0.0
M ark th is  bo x  (X) If fu n d in g  fo r  th is  b ill is  in c lu d e d  in the G ove rno r's  FY 2005 b u d g e t p ro p o sa l: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Tem porary I

j A N A LY S IS : (Attach a soparato paqo i f  necessary)
] T h is  b ill w o u ld  lik e ly  h a v e  s o m e  f is c a l im p a c t on the  op e ra tio n s  o f  th e  P u b lic  D e fe n d e r A g e n c y , b e c a u s e  in 

i S e c tio n s  2  a n d  3 it c r im in a liz e s  c o n d u c t th a t d o e s  n o t c u rre n tly  q u a lify  fo r  th e  c r im e  o f c ru e lty  to  a n im a ls . 
T h e  b ill b re a k s  do w n  th e  c r im e  o f  c ru e lty  to  a n im a ls  in to  tw o  le ve ls  o f  m is d e m e a n o r o ffe n se s .

C rim in a liz in g  c o n d u c t th a t is  n o t c u rre n tly  a  c r im e  w ill like ly  in c re a se  the  c a s e lo a d  o f the  A g e n c y . T h e  
A g e n c y  d o e s  n o t c u rre n tly  h a n d le  a  s ig n if ic a n t n u m b e r o f c ru e lty  to  a n im a l o ffe n s e s , b u t w o u ld  e x p e c t to 

' h a n d le  m a n y  m o re  if th is  bill w e re  e n a c te d , b u t it is  im p o ss ib le  to p re d ic t th e  im p a c t w ith  a n y  a ccu ra cy . 

T h e re  m a y  a ls o  be a f is c a l im p a c t to  th e  A g e n c y  from  S ec tio n  4  th a t a d d s  an  a g g ra v a to r fo r c o n s id e ra tio n  
a t s e n te n c in g  fo r d e lib e ra te  c ru e lty  to  an  an im a l o r exp os ing  an a n im a l to  a th re a t o f s e rio u s  p h y s ic a l in ju ry .

Prepared by:
Division

Approved by:
Agency

Linda K. Wilson, Deputy Director
Public Defender Agency

Phono (907)-334-4416 
Date/Time 4/5/04 ^ iO O A M

Ray Matiashowski, Deputy Commissioner Date 4/5/2004
Administration

(Kov»od o/2oo3 o m b ) Page 1 of 1
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R ev is ion  D a te /T im e  (N o te  if  c o rre c tio n ):________________
Title Act Relating to Care and Cruelty of Anim als

Fiscal Note Number: 

Bill Version:

(H) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
'R D U

REPORTED O U T

M A Y  0 9 2004

S E N A T E  F IN A N C E  
C C M M IT E E

CSHB 275(JUD)

4/19/04

Public Safety
Alaska State Troopers

Component AST Detachments
Rep. Chenault

Requester H. Labor & Com m erce Component No. 2325

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s (T ho u sa n d s  o f  D o lla rs )
Note: Am ounts do not include inflation unless otherw ise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010

Personal Services I I
Travel I I
Contractual I I

t Supplies I I

(Equipment I
Land & Structures I
Grants & Claims i
Miscellaneous I

TO TAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES |

ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) I i

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estim ate o f any cu rre n t v e a r (FY2004) cos t: 0.0
M ark th is  box (X) if  fu n d in g  fo r  th is  b ill is  in c lu d e d  in  the  G o ve rn o r’s FY 2005 b u dg e t p ro p o s a l:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

A N ALYSIS : (Attach a soparato pago ifnocossary)
T h is  bill e s ta b lis h e s  s ta n d a rd s  o f  ca re  fo r a n im a ls  a n d  p ro c e s s e s  fo r in ve s tig a tin g  c o m p la in ts  o f an im a l 
c rue lty . It a ls o  c re a te s  th e  c r im e s  o f C ru e lty  to  A n im a ls  in the  F irs t D egree , a c la s s  A  m is d e m e a n o r, and 

C ru e lty  to  A n im a ls  in the  S e c o n d  D e g re e , a c la s s  B m isd e m e a n o r.

T h e  bill a ls o  re q u ire s  th a t th o s e  o ffice rs  in v o lv e d  in th e  in ve s tig a tio n  o f c ru e lty  to  a n im a l c o m p la in ts  m us t 

re p o rt ch ild  a b u s e  o r n e g le c t if su ch  is d e te c te d  in  th e  c o u rse  o f th e ir in ves tig a tio n .

T h is  is no  e xp e c te d  fisca l im p a c t to  the  D e p a rtm e n t o f  P u b lic  S afe ty .

Lt. A l Storey
Alaska State Troopers

Prepared by:
Division

Approved by: Com m issioner W illiam  Tandeskc
Agency

Phone 907-269-4532
Date/Time 4/1/04 8:31 AM

Date 4/1/2004
Department o f Public Safety

(R eviied 12/2003 o m o ) Page 1 o f 1
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FISCAL NOTE

REPORTED OUT

MAY 0 9 2004
SEN ATE F IN AN C E 

C O M M ITE E

STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R e v is io n  D a te /T im e  (N o te  if  c o rre c tio n ): 
Title Veterinarians and animals

Fiscal Note Number: 

Bill Version:

(H) Publish Date:

CSHB 275(JUD)

4/19/04

Dept. Affected:
; r d u

Component

Environmental Conservation
___________ Environmental Health
____________ Laboratory Services

Sponsor
Requester

Representative Mike Chenault
House Judiciary Committee

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s

Component  No. 

( T h o u s a n d s  of  Dollars)

2065

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 | FY 2006 | FY 2007 | FY 2008 j FY 2009 | FY 2010
Personal Services 0.0 I 0.0 | 0.0 I 0.0 | 0.0 1 0.0
Travel 0.0 I 0.0 I 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0
Contractual 0.0 I 0.0 1 0.0 I 0.0 1 o.o ! 0.0
Supplies 0.0 I 0.0 1 0.0 i 0.0 1 0.0 | 0.0
Equipment 0.0 I 0.0 | 0.0 1 0.0 | 0.0 I 0.0
Land & Structures 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0

Grants & Claims 0.0 | 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0
M iscellaneous 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0 | 0.0

TO TA L OPERATING 0.0 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0 1 0.0

jC A P IT A L EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
10u 5 GF/Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
1037 GF/M ental Health 0 0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

T O T A L 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate  o f any c u rre n t ye a r (FY2004) c o s t: 0.0
M ark th is  box (X) i f  fu n d in g  fo r  th is  b ill is  in c lu d e d  in  the  G ove rn o r's  FY 2005 bu dge t p ro p o sa l:

POSITIONS
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0
Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

AN ALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if  necessary)

T h is  b ill w ill h a v e  no  kn o w n  f is c a l im p a c t up on  th e  d e p a rtm e n t.

Prepared by: Kristin Ryan. D irector_________________________________________  Phone (907) 269-7645
Division Environm ental Health Date/Time 4/2/04 1:34 PM

Approved by: Kurt Fredriksson, Deputy Commissioner______________________ Date 4/2/2004
Agency Environmental Conservation________________________________

(R«v)»oa j:v2co30mb) Page 1 of 1
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REPORTED OUT

FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

R e v is io n  D a te /T im e  (N o te  if  c o rre c tio n ):_____________
Title "An act relating to veterinarians and animals."

Fiscal Note Number: 

Bill Version:

(H) Publish Date:

Dept. A ffected 
RDU

1

M A Y  0 9 2004

S E N A T E  F IN A N C E  
C O M M ITE E

CSHB 275(L&C)
4/1/04

LAW
CIVIL

Com ponent Environmental
Sponsor
Requester

Representative Chenault
House Labor and Commerce

E x p e n d itu re s /R e v e n u e s

Com ponent No. 

(T h o u s a n d s  o f D o lla rs )
Note: Am ounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below,
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 I FY 2007 | FY 2008 I FY 2009 FY 2010

Personal Services I I I I
Travel I I I I
Contractual I I I
Supplies I I I
Equipment I I I
Land & Structures I I I
Grants & Claims I I I
M iscellaneous I I I

TO TAL O PERATING 0.0 0.0 I

oo'od

0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (

FUND SOURCE (Thousands o f Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts I
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
O ther (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TO TAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

E stim ate  o f any c u rre n t y e a r (FY2004) cos t: 0.0
M ark th is  b o x  (X) if  fu n d in g  fo r  th is  b ill Is in c lu d e d  in the G o ve rn o r 's  FY 2005 b u dg e t p ro p o sa l: [

P O S I T I O N S ______________________ _______________________ ________________
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate paqe if  necessary)
U n de r th is  b ill, v e te rin a r ia n s  e m p lo ye d  by  the  s ta te  w o u ld  h a ve  re s p o n s ib ilit ie s  in  ad d itio n  to  those  o u tlin ed  

in A S  0 3 -2 5 .0 2 0 , re la te d  c h ie f ly  to  the  w e ll be ing  o f liv e s to c k  an d  d o m e s tic  a n im a ls  . T h e  bill a lso  c la ss ifie s  

c rim e s  o f c ru e lty  to  a n im a ls  a n d  c rim in a l n e g lig e n ce . It a d d s  p e rs o n s  w h o  h a ve  a d u ty  u n d e r s ta te  la w  o r 
m u n ic ip a l o rd in a n c e  to  in v e s tig a te  an im a l c ru e lty , a b u s e  o r n e g le c t to  th o s e  w h o  a re  re q u ire d  to report 

su sp e c te d  ha rm  a ris in g  fro m  ch ild  a b u se  an d  n e g le c t.

P a ssa ge  o f th is  le g is la tio n  w ill h a ve  n o  fo re s e e a b le  fisca l im p a c t on  th e  D e p a rtm e n t o f Law .

Prepared by: Kathryn A. Daughhetee, Director___________________________________ Phone 465-3673
Division Adm inistra tive Services Date/Time 3/28/04 11:10 AM

Approved by: Kathryn Daughhetee for Gregg D. Renkes, A ttorney General Date 3/28/2004
Agency Departm ent o f Law___________________________________________

(R aviind 12/2003 OMB) C O M M I T T E E  C O P Y  Page 1 of 1



R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

M i k e  C h e n a u l t

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

O ffic ia l Business

In te rim :
145 Main St. Loop, Second Floor 
Kenai, Alaska 99611 
(907) 283-7223 
Fax: (907) 283-3075

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

Session:
Capitol Building, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

(907) 465-3779 
Toll Free: (800) 469-3779 

Fax: (907) 465-2833

May 4, 2004

To: Senator Gary Wilken Co-Chair
Senate Finance Committee

Senator Lyda Green Co-Chair 
Senate Finance Committee

From: Representative Mike Chenault

Re: Request for Scheduling HB275

Please consider this a request to schedule HB 275 “An Act relating 
to animals, and to the care and cruelty to animals” in the Senate 
Finance Committee as soon as possible.

Any questions can be directed to our office 3779. Thank you for 
your consideration.

Represenliitivc_Mike_CIicmiuIt@ Iegis.sIate.nk.us

mailto:Represenliitivc_Mike_CIicmiuIt@Iegis.sIate.nk.us
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R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

M i k e  C h e n a u l t

Interim:
145 Main St. Loop, Second Floor 
Kenai, Alaska 99611 
(907) ? 33-7223 
Fax: (907) 283-3075

S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

Official Business 

Session:
Capitol Buildi&g, Room 432 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 

(907) 465-3779 
Toll Free: (800) 469-3779 

Fax: (907) 465-2833

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T  

H B  -  V E T E R I N A R I A N S  A N D  A N I M A L S

T w o  y e a rs  a g o  in  S te r l in g ,  S ta te  T r o o p e r s ,  a n im a l re s c u e rs ,  v e te r in a r ia n s  a n d  a 

m e m b e r  o f  m y  s t a f f  w i tn e s s e d  p o s s ib ly  th e  w o r s t  c a s e  o f  m a s s  a n im a l c r u e l t y  in  A la s k a .  

D o z e n s  o f  d o g s  s o m e  f r o z e n  to  th e  g ro u n d ,  b u t  s t i l l  a l iv e ,  w e r e  f o u n d  o n  a p a rc e l o f  la n d  

in  th e  S t e r l i n g  a re a . S o m e  w e r e  lo c k e d  in  an  a b a n d o n e d  b u s ,  s o m e  t ie d  to  tre e s  a n d  

s ta k e s . N o n e  h a d  th e  b a re  m a r g in  o f  fo o d ,  w a te r ,  o r  h u m a n e  s h e lte r .  T h e  o n ly  b e d d in g  

w a s  c a n in e  fe c e s  o r  ic e ,  A  v id e o  is  a v a i l a b le  f o r  v i e w in g  w i t h  th e  w a r n i n g  t h a t  is  q u i t e  

g r a p h i c  a n d  n o t  f o r  ih e  f a i n t  o f  h e a r t .

A  w e e k  a g o , a  p o l ic e  o f f i c e r  s to p p e d  a  d r u n k  d r i v e r  w h o  h a d  h is  d o g  t ie d  to  th e  

b u m p e r  o f  h is  t r u c k .  W h i l e  th e  d o g  r e c e iv e d  e m e r g e n c y  m e d ic a l  t r e a tm e n t ,  i t  w a s  p u t  

d o w n  as a r e s u l t  o f  b e in g  d ra g g e d  f o r  s e v e ra l m i le s .

I t  is  a p p a l l in g  to  f i n d  a n y  h u m a n  b e in g  c a p a b le  o f  s u c h  h o r r o r .  I n  fa c t ,  m a n y  

in d iv id u a ls  w h o  a re  la te r  c o n v ic te d  o f  g ra v e  c r im e s  to  f e l l o w  h u m a n s  a re  fo u n d  to  h a v e  

s e r io u s ly  a b u s e d  a n im a ls  a t s o m e  t im e  in  t h e i r  l iv e s .

I  h a v e  p r e v io u s ly  d is t r ib u te d  a n im a l c r u e l t y  in f o r m a t io n .  I  h o p e  o n e  o f  y o u r  s t a f f  

h a d  th e  o p p o r tu n i t y  to  re a d  i t .  T h e  p u rp o s e  o f  t h is  m e m o  is  to  a p p e a l to  y o u r  h u m a n e  

s id e  a n d  a s k  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  to  s to p  c r u e l t y  to  a n im a ls .  T h is  is  an  is s u e  d e c e n t h u m a n  

b e in g s  s h o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  to  c o n s id e r .  C o m m o n  s e n s e  a n d  c o m p a s s io n  d ic ta te s  h o w  w e  

s h o u ld  t re a t  a n im a ls ,  u n fo r t u n a te ly  w e  c a n n o t  d e p e n d  o n  f e l l o w  h u m a n  b e in g s  to  be  

d e c e n t  a n d  p r o v id e  b a s ic  fo o d ,  w a te r  a n d  s h e lte r  f o r  a n im a ls .  T h is  is  n o t  an  is s u e  f o r  

p a r t is a n  p o l i t ic s ,  as m o s t  o f  u s  h a v e  d e l ig h t f u l  m e m o r ie s  o f  c h i ld h o o d  p e ts .

P le a s e  j o i n  m e  in  s e t t in g  an  e x a m p le  to  s to p  a b u s e  o f  a rn ^  Y o u  a n d  I  h a v e  th e  

o p p o r tu n i t y  to  s h o w  o u r  c h i ld r e n  h o w  k in d  a n d  c o m p a s s io n a te  a n im a ls  c a n  b e  w h i le  

te a c h in g  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  a n im a l c a re .

M y  f a m i l y  h a s  a d o g - n a m e d  D e s t in y  th a t  is  a lo v in g ,  m is c h ie v o u s  c o m p a n io n  to  

e a c h  o f  u s . A l t h o u g h  s h e  has to  b e  in to  w h a t  e v e r  1 a m  d o in g ,  b e  i t  p a in t in g  o r  r e p a i r in g  

th e  k i t c h e n  s in k ,  th e  k id s  a re  le a r n in g  th e  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  o f  c a r in g  a n d  p r o v id in g  f o r  

a n o th e r  l i v i n g  b e in g ,  a n d  im p o r ta n t  p a r t  o f  b e c o m in g  an  a d u lt .

Repre*>emative_Mike_C! :nault<§iegis.5tal.c.ak.UB



{Fwd: Hit 275] 
* %

Subject: [Fwd: HB 275]Date: M o n ,  05 A p r  2004 13:15:07 -0800 
From: E t h e l  < d o n e th e l@ g c i .n e t>To: R e p r e s e n ta t iv e _ L e s i l_ M c G u ir e @ le g is .s ta te .a k .C 3

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  L is e l ,

T h is  is  a  h a rd  c o p y  o f  t e s t im o n y  f o r  H B  2 7 5  w h ic h  w a s  c a n c e le d  f o r  to d a y .  W i l l  t r y  a n d  s c h e d u le  o u r  

t im e  f o r  T u e s d a y , .

E t h e l  C .  C h r is te n s e n

 O r ig in a l  M e s s a g e ------------

S u b je c t :  H B  2 7 5

D a t e :  M o n ,  0 5  A p r  2 0 0 4  1 2 :3 7 :5 8  - 0 8 0 0  

F r o m :  E th e l < d o n e th f»1@ o c i.n e t>

T o :  d o n e th e l@ g c i . r  e t  < d o n e th e l@ g c i .n e t>

A la s k a  SPCA s u p p o r t s  HB 2 7 5  b u t  m a n y  h a v e  v o i c e d  c o n c e r n s  t h a t  w e 
a g r e e  w i t h  a n d  t h a t  i s  t h e r e  i s  a  n e e d  t o  a d d r e s s  h e in o u s  c r im e s ,  s u c h
a s  t h e  r e c e n t  c o n t i n u e d  s t a b b i n g  o f  a  G e rm a n  S h e p h e r d  t o  d e a t h  h e r e  i n
A n c h o r a q e .  P a s t  i n c i d e n t s  o f  t h i s  n a t u r e  w a s  t h e  k i l l i n g  a n d  
d is m e m b e r m e n t  o f  g u a r d  J o g s  a t  E r e w s t e r s  D e p a r t  S t o r e .  A n o t h e r  w h e n  a 
b o u n d  c o u p le  h a d  t o  w a t c h  w h e n  t h e i r  s m a l l  d o g s  w e r e  s to m p e d  t o  d e a t h  
b y  i n t r u d e r s  F o r  t h e s e  h e in o u s  c r im e s ,  t h e r e  s h o u l d  b e  a  m a n d a t o r y  
j a i l  s e n t e n c e

I n  o t h e r  a n im a l  c r u e l t y  c a s e s ,  t h e r e  a r e  m e n t a l  a n d  d r u g  r e l a t e d  
p r o b le m s  t h a t  t h e  la w  a n d  c o u r t s  a r e  s t i l l  d e a l i n g  w i t h  . A
s t r o n g e r  c r u e l t y  la w  w o u ld  g i v e  b o t h  la w  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  t h e  c o u r t s
m o r e  t o o l s  t o  w o r k  w i t h . .

I t  i s  w e l l  d o c u m e n te d  t h a t  p e r s o n s  w h o  a r e  c r u e l  t o  a n im a ls  a r e  a l s o  
c r u e l  t o  c h i l d r e n .

E t h e l  D . C h r i s t e n s e n  
D i r e c t o r  A la s k a  SPCA 
F o u n d e r  1 9 6 6

mailto:donethel@gci.net
mailto:Representative_Lesil_McGuire@legis.state.ak.C3
mailto:1@oci.net
mailto:donethel@gci.net


HB275 (

Subject: H B 2 7 5

D a t e :  F r i ,  2  A p r  2 0 0 4  1 8 :0 4 :4 8  - 0 8 0 0  ( P S T )

From : C a r o l  < b u s fa c e l9 9 9 @ y a h o o .c o m >

To: R e p r e s e n ta t iv e _ L e s i I_ M c G u ir e @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , 

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e _ T o m _ A n d e r s o n @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s ,

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e _ J im _ H o lm @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , R e p r e s e n ta t iv e _ D a n _ O g g @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , 

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e _ R a lp h _ S a m u e ls @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s , R e p re s e n ta t iv e _ L e s _ G a ra @ le g is .s ta te .a k ._ u s ,  

R e p r e s e n ta t iv e _ M a x _ G r u e n b e r g @ le g is .s ta te .a k .u s

4 /2 /0 4

J u d ic ia r y  C o m m it te e :

I 'm  v e r y  u p s e t  th a t  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e  K o t t  h a s  d e c id e d  to  m a k e  i t  m u c h  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t  f o r  th is  lo n g  o v e rd u e ,  

n e c e s s a ry  a n d  e x c e l le n t  b i l l  to  p a ss  th is  s e s s io n  b y  a d d in g  tw o  m o re  c o m m it t e e  r e fe r r a ls .  I  w i l l  ta k e  th a t  

u p  w i t h  h im .

I 'm  a s k in g  th a t  y o u  m o v e  th is  b i l l  o u t  o f  c o m m it t e e  R I G H T  A W A Y  W I T H  N O  A M E N D M E N T S .

A n im a l  c r u e l t y  is  r a m p a n t  in  A la s k a .  O u r  on e . s e n te n c e  a n im a l c r u e l t y  s ta tu te  is  v a g u e ,  im p o s s ib le  to  

e n fo r c e ,  a n d  a d is m a l jo k e .  F o r  e v e r y  h ig h - p r o f i l e ,  h o r r i f i c  c a s e  o f  a n im a l a b u s e  th a t  y o u  h e a r  a b o u t,  th e re  

a re  h u n d re d s  m o r e  th a t  g o  u n r e p o r te d  o r  i f  r e p o r te d ,  ig n o re d .  P ro s e c u to rs  w i l l  n o t  ta k e  u p  a n im a l ab u se  

c a s e s  b e c a u s e  o f  a l l  th e  lo o p n o le s ,  a n d  t r o o p e rs  o r  o th e r  la w  e n fo r c m e n t  o f f ic e r s  w o n 't  ta k e  th e  t im e  to  

e f f i c ie n t l y  a n d  q u ic k ly  in v e s t ig a te .  T h is  h a s  to  e n d  a n d  th is  b i l l  is  a g o o d  s ta r t .

D o n ' t  l is te n  to  B u s h  le g is la to r s  w h o  w a n t  to  k i l l  th is  b i l l  to  p r o te c t  th e  c o n t in u e d  a b u s e  in  t h e i r  a reas. D o n ' t  

w o r r y  a b o u t  th is  c o s t in g  e x t r a  m o n e y .  I t  w o n 't ,  b u t  e v e n  i f  i t  d id ,  m o s t  o f  th e  p u b l ic  w o u ld  g la d ly  h a v e  

m o n e y  s p e n t  to  r e in  in  a n im a l a b u se .

T o o  m a n y  a n im a ls  h a v e  s u f fe r e d  a n d  d ie d  h o r r ib le ,  a g o n iz in g  d e a th s !  R e p u b l ic a n s  a re  k n o w n  as h e a r t le s s ,  

c o ld  p o l i t ic ia n s .  1  h is  is  y o u r  c h a n c e  to  t r y  to  c h a n g e  th is  im a g e .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s id e r a t io n  a n d  s w i f t  a c t io n .

C a r o l  J e n s e n  

4 8 0 0  E .  1 1 2 th  A v e n u e  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A K  9 9 5 1 6  

E m a i l :  b u s fa c e  1 9 9 9 @ v a h o o .c o m  

D a y  p h o n e :  9 0 7 - 2 4 4 - 1 9 7 9

D o  yo u  Y a h o o !?
Y a h o o ! S m a ll B u s in e s s  S 15K  W e b  D e s ig n  G iv e a w a y  - E n te r to d a y

1 of I 4/3/200-t S 33 AM

mailto:busfacel999@yahoo.com
mailto:Representative_LesiI_McGuire@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Tom_Anderson@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Jim_Holm@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Dan_Ogg@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Ralph_Samuels@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:Representative_Max_Gruenberg@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:1999@vahoo.com


•rage 1 at 1

From: "N a n c y  H e n ric k s e n " < a g ro o m e r@ p tia la s k a .n e t>
To: "D e b b ie  M o o re " < p a th w a y s @ a la s k a .n e t>
S e n t :  S a tu rd a y , D e c e m b e r  2 1 ,2 0 0 2  1 1 :3 3  A M
S u b je c t :  F W : p e titio n

* D eb b ie  M oore__________________________________

W e 'r e  th e  h e a r t  o f  K e n a i

 O r ig in a l M essage—
F r o m :  E th e l [m a it to :d o n e th e i@ g d .n e t]
S e n t :  W e d n e s d a y , D e ce m b e r 18, 2 0 0 2  5 :0 1  PM 
S u b je c t :  p e tit io n

T O :  2 0 0 3  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  L E G I S L A T O R S

F R O M :  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  A L A S K A N S  A N D  O U T S I D E  

C I T I Z E N

R E F :  L A C K  O F  A N I M A L  C R U E L T Y  L A W S  A N D

E N F O R C E M E N T

W E / I  S T R O N G L Y  U R G E  T H E  2 0 0 3  L E G I S L A T U R E  T O  R E V I S E  A N D  

S T R E N G T H E N  T H E  . A N I M A L  C R U E L T Y  L A W S  F O R  T H E  S T A T E  O F  

A L A S K A .  I N  V I E W  O F  N U M E R O U S  A N D  I N C R E A S I N G  T R A G E D I E S  

I N V O L V I N G  A N I M A L S  T H I S  S H O U L D  B E  N U M B E R  O N E  P R I O R I T Y  O F  Y O U R  

L E G I S L A T I V E  B U S I N E S S  T H I S  C O M I N G  S E S S I O N .  M A N Y  P E O P L E  H A V E  

D E C I D E D  N O T  T O  I N C L U D E  A L A S K A  I N  T H E  I P  T R A V E L  B E C A U S E  O F  

T H E S E  H O R R O R S .

T H E  C U R R E N T  S T A T E  L A W S  A R E  T O T A L L Y  I N A D E Q U A T E  A N D  T H E Y  

P R O M O T E  T H E  M O V E M E N T  O F  P E O P L E  W H O  A B U S E  A N I M A L S  T O  A V O I D  

C O M M U N I T I E S  T H A T  H A V E  L O C A L  A N D  S T R I C T  A N I M A L  C R U E L T Y  L A W S .

T H E R E  A R E  S T R I C T  L A W S ,  B I G  B U D G E T S  A N D  E N F O R C E M E N T  O F F I C E R S  

T O  P R O T E C T  W I L D L I F E  B U T  N O T H I N G  F O R  T H E  D O M E S T I C  A N I M A L S ,  

P A R T I C U L A R L Y ,  D O G S ,  C A T S  A N D  H O R S E S .

W E  A R E  M O S T  S E R I O U S  I N  T H I S  R E Q U E S T .

P R I N T E D  N A M E  S I G N A T U R E  . A D D R E S S  D A T E

- j 2 K. n \ ^ i O  I  ^

lo r v - )  l/ 'P < 2 A  o e P  V \ t )  I *> j iC T P H  O c k

12/23/02

mailto:agroomer@ptialaska.net
mailto:pathways@alaska.net
mailto:donethei@gd.net


fYvcfred.

g u t

Q J & U*»

T o *  f i c ^ f / ^

■ P o  Cl.».< L U E  . A y e  ^ f c t f  l L - 2 £ . •>

._ I - w t^ - v / ' f -^y , ^  JTm O P jX i l 9 X / / t

/ 5 t  A - J o  ?  I

''■ siJx/
Y

/ T f e .   H T O 7  7 k / W  i V  / v , ^ ;  k  9 ^ y  £ ) - * &  - p j

H o * ) * * :  D o i J l v f r '

0

£ 2  (F ~ h j* /V < j  Z -  ' 2 & - O Z .

T '/)/?  T v /z ^ . — ^I± A + s2-r~ ~ ~ -' / Z - " L b - O I L

I v i s  If - P V P /

( j r : s s  A^-/ j
s '? )

/ Z  - Z L ” 6 ' 2 ~

DO (k t h ‘i(,

r
' I l A l j _ L ! i !  S  T &  E  Z  V  G c o O u D A  L o - b  f r C . f i c X  S / / f t  A ?  ’  k?  r ‘<? / _______ /  ^2 - O  6> - c.~

•y

L 1^1 I P l ^ r U . C . P o  B *  P h . r ^ U X  \ l  < I x A c ’/ ^ x
j *

T d S^ H.

7  7

p  ( 9 )  P ) A /. /■><Z (' 1 L \  AJ j : \ j .  Z - ^ ^ - T  / . ?  T - / > :

i W S T T ^ i / .$  \ \ . ^ i t , J ^ y  ^ l. f , / .  f  I 'c K  I j c ' Y  7 i7 .S  / )  A  < T  T - T -

iu i-JA C oi
" 7 ^ 7 J

—. <»

' 0  t ^ K J o f S  A J < k \ f . )  U / J / . / a -

-  /

-7 ,
/  ‘  ) S < r ^  ^ Z ?  S ' (  / \ J  I f  , F ife  -,7 V ■'•'■?•-

/"" . / '  .. 

V /  ,' i  A   ̂ O cC  £  - ^ - 'p - E  -

,1 *  ^ *7 ■

_ /

C .’ k l 5 >

i J j O t S f c r  ? f y

m  & > ? ? 9 ? s  / 0 : k : s f c  ci/ ' i k z t >

\  2 D l C ^ '  . ' A  c Y (y j .  7  / j  7 q l , - /  / /  > 'A  - y ^ 2 '  / L - ~  ^> -

T / ^ / T r
J

^  , / > x  ^ 3  n £ _  r u y r

- 7 ) / V ,x > K  P 'O .  ! \ n > * s "  * A  * < A • / 4 / t  7  7 / '.  s f



D eb b ie  M oore

F r o m :  *N a n c y  H e n rid c s e n * < a g ro o m e r@ p tia la s k e .n e l>
T o :  "D e b b ie  M o o re "  < p a th w a y s @ a la s k a .n e t>
S e n t :  S a tu rd a y , D e c e m b e r 2 1 , 2 0 0 2  1 1 :3 3  A M
S u b je c t :  F W : p e tit io n

W e 'r e  th e  h e a r t  o f  K e n a i

— O rig in a l M essage—
F r o m :  E the l [ m a i t o : d o n e th e I@ g c i.n e t]
S e n t : .  W e d n e s d a y , D e c e m b e r 18, 2 0 0 2  5 :0 1  PM 
S u b je c t :  p e t it io n

T O :  2 0 0 3  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  L E G I S L A T O R S

F R O M :  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  A L A S K A N S  A N D  O U T S I D E  

C I T I Z E N

R E F :  L A C K  O F  A N I M A L  C R U E L T Y  L A W S  A N D

E N F O R C E M E N T

W E / I  S T R O N G L Y  U R G E  T H E  2 0 0 3  L E G I S L A T U R E  T O  R E V I S E  A N D  

S T R E N G T H E N  T H E  A N I M A L  C R U E L T Y  L A W S  F O R  T H E  S T A T E  O F  

A L A S K A .  I N  V I E W  O F  N U M E R O U S  A N D  I N C R E A S I N G  T R A G E D I E S  

I N V O L V I N G  A N I M A L S  T H I S  S H O U L D  B E  N U M B E R  O N E  P R I O R I T Y  O F  Y O U R  

L E G I S L A T I V E  B U S I N E S S  T H I S  C O M I N G  S E S S I O N .  M A N Y  P E O P L E  H A V E  

D E C I D E D  N O T  T O  I N C L U D E  A L A S K A  I N  T H E I R  T R A V E L  B E C A U S E  O F  

T H E S E  H O R R O R S .

T H E  C U R R E N T  S T A T E  L A W S  A R E  T O T A L L Y  I N A D E Q U A T E  A N D  T H E Y  

P R O M O T E  T H E  M O V E M E N T  O F  P E O P L E  W H O  A B U S E  A N I M A L S  T O  A V O I D  

C O M M U N I T I E S  T H A T  H A V E  L O C A L  A N D  S T R I C T  A N I M A L  C R U E L T Y  L A W S .

T H E R E  A R E  S T R I C T  L A W S ,  B I G  B U D G E T S  A N D  E N F O R C E M E N T  O F F I C E R S  

T O  P R O T E C T  W I L D L I F E  B U T  N O T H I N G  F O R  T H E  D O M E S T I C  A N I M A L S ,  

P A R T I C U L A R L Y ,  D O G S ,  C A T S  A N D  H O R S E S .

W E  A R E  M O S T  S E R I O U S  I N  T H I S  R E Q U E S T .

P R I N T E D  N A M E  S I G N A T U R E ^ -  A D D R E S S  D A T E

t r s F r R T z ^ S  P . o  f i c w  ^  A  e

M l    P < 0  / V . v / X - . Z C - C

f H V i K  p . o  t W *  i v v V r s t - t

12/23/02

mailto:agroomer@ptialaske.nel
mailto:pathways@alaska.net
mailto:donetheI@gci.net
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D eb b ie  M oore

From: "N a n c y  H e n r ic k s e n "  < a g ro o m e r@ p tia la s k a .n e t>
To: "D e b b ie  M o o re "  < p a th w a y s @ a la s k a .n e t>
S e n t :  Saturday, D e c e m b e r  2 1 , 2 0 0 2  1 1 :3 3  A M
S u b je c t  F W : p e tit io n

W e 'r e  th e  h e a r t  o f  K e n a i

— r-O rig in a l M e ssa g e -------
From: E the l [m a it to :d o n e th e l@ g c i.n e t]
S e n t :  W e d n e s d a y , D e c e m b e r 18 , 2 0 0 2  5 :0 1  PM 

S u b je c t :  p e tit io n

T O :  2 0 0 3  S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  L E G I S L A T O R S

F R O M :  T H E  F O L L O W I N G  A L A S K A N S  A N D  O U T S I D E  

C I T I Z E N
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N eighbors  say  charged couple kept flawed 
kennel
T h e  A s s o c ia te d  P re s s

A N C H O R A G E  A P )  -  N e ig h b o r s  o f  t w o  N ik is k i  c o l l ie  b r e e d e r s  fa c in g  1 8 2  

c o u n ts  o f  m is d e m e a n o r  a n im a l a b u s e  s a y  t h e  o p e r a t io n  h a d  a 
n o t o r io u s  r e p u t a t io n  in  th e  r u r a l  s u b d iv is io n  n e a r  I s la n d  L a k e  R o a d .

B u t  a t  le a s t  t w o  p e o p le  w h o  b o u g h t  d o g s  f r o m  V a l ia n t  C o l l ie s  s a id  th e  

a n im a ls  a r r iv e d  in  f in e  s h a p e  a n d  t h a t  t h e y  h a v e  n o  c o m p la in t s .

T h e  k e n n e l w a s  lo u d  a n d  s m e l le d  a n d  g r o u p s  o f  c o l l ie s  w o u ld  
o c c a s io n a l ly  e s c a p e  to  r o a m ,  a c c o r d in g  t o  n e ig h b o r s  in te r v ie w e d  b y  

th e  A n c h o r a g e  D a i ly  N e w s .

" I ’v e  n e v e r ,  e v e r ,  e v e r  s e e n  a n y  o n e  o f  t h o s e  d o g s  in  g o o d  c o n d i t io n , '1 

s a id  M is s y  B a t t y ,  w h o  u n t i l  r e c e n t ly  l i v e d  n e x t  d o o r  to  t h e  k e n n e ls .

B a t t y  is  m o v in g  o u t  o f  th e  a re a  in  p a r t ,  s h e  s a id ,  b e c a u s e  o f  th e  

h a s s le  o f  l i v in g  n e x t  d o o r  to  th e  c o l l ie  b r e e d e r s .

T h e  o w n e r s ,  J o n a th a n  H a r m a n ,  4 9 ,  a n d  A th e n a  A n n  L e th c o e - H a r m a n ,  
4 0 ,  a re  a w a i t in g  a j u r y  t r ia l  in  S h e lb y ,  M o n t .  T h e y  w e r e  s to p p e d  O c t.  

3 1  a t  t h e  U .S . - C a n a d a  b o r d e r  in  M o n ta n a  w h i le  d r i v in g  f r o m  A la s k a  to  
A r iz o n a  w i t h  a s e m i lo a d e d  w i t h  1 7 1  d o g s  a n d  1 1  c a ts .

A u t h o r i t ie s  s a y  th e  a n im a ls  w e r e  in  b a d  c o n d i t io n  in s id e  t h e  p o o r ly  

v e n t i la te d  4 0 - f o o t  t r a i l e r .  M a n y  c o u ld  n o t  w a lk  a n d  s o m e  w e r e  t h in  
a n d  d i r t y .  O n e  d o g  w a s  d e a d .

T h e  H a r m a n s  h a d  r e c e iv e d  a w r i t t e n  w a r n in g  a b o u t  th e  c o n d i t io n  o f  
t h e i r  d o g s  a  w e e k  e a r l ie r  w h i le  t h e i r  t r a c t o r  t r a i l e r  r ig  w a s  p a r k e d  a t  

a n  A n c h o r a g e  s t o r e ,  a c c o r d in g  to  A n c h o r a g e  A n im a l  C o n t r o l .

E d i t o r s '  P ic k s
Read adn.corn's best 
recent stones.
T o p  T e n  S t o r i e s
See whicn stories other 
readers are sending to

T h e  d o g s  a n d  c a ts  a re  b e in g  fe d  a n d  w a lk e d  b y  r e s id e n t s  o f  S h e lb y  

u n t i l  a t r i a l  d e t e r m in e s  w h e t h e r  t h e  a n im a ls  c a n  b e  r e t u r n e d  to  t h e i r  
o w n e r s .

B a t t y  a n d  o t h e r  n e ig h b o r s  o f  th e  H a r m a n s  s a id  t h e y  d i d n ' t  l ik e  g o in g  

u p  to  w h a t  m a n y  c a l l " t h e  c o l l ie  h o u s e "  b e c a u s e  o f  i t s  o d o r ,  b u t

lmp://w\v\v.adn.com/alaska_ap/story/210S064p-2204469c.html 5/7/2003
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s o m e t im e s  t h e y  h a d  t o  v is i t  t o  r e t u r n  e s c a p e d  c o l l ie s .

"T h o s e  d o g s ,  y o u  c o u ld  h e a r  t h e m  a l l t h e  t im e .  S e v e r a l  w o u ld  e s c a p e  

f r o m  t im e  t o  t im e .  T h e y  w e r e  a lw a y s  r e a l ly  s t i n k y , "  s a id  P a t t y  G a ll ie n ,  

w h o  l iv e s  a b o u t  h a l f  a  m i le  a w a y .  " I n  t h e  s u m m e r ,  w h e n  y o u  o p e n  a 

w in d o w ,  y o u  c a n  h e a r  t h e  d o g s  b a r k in g  h a l f  t h e  n ig h t . "

N ik is k i  h a s  110 lo c a l g o v e r n m e n t  a n d  t h e  K e n a i P e n in s u la  B o r o u g h  

d o e s  n o t  h a v e  a n im a l  c o n t r o l  p o w e r s .

G a ll ie n  s a id  s h e  h a s  l iv e d  t h e r e  f o r  1 2  y e a r s  a n d  t h e  c o l l ie s  h a v e  b e e n  
t h e r e  t h e  e n t i r e  t im e .

D e s p ite  c i t in g  f r u s t r a t io n s  o v e r  d e a l in g  w i t h  t h e  n u is a n c e ,  n e ig h b o r s  

o f  t h e  H a r m a n s  e x p r e s s e d  e m p a t h y  f o r  A th e n a  H a r m a n ,  d e s c r ib in g  

h e r  a s  a  p e r s o n  w h o  lo v e d  h e r  d o g s  b u t  w h o  w a s  s o  d is a b le d  b y  

c h r o n ic  d ia b e t e s  t h a t  s h e  m a y  n o t  h a v e  b e e n  a b le  to  c o p e  w i t h  th e  

r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .

A  f o r m e r  k e n n e l e m p lo y e e  t o ld  th e  G r e a t  F a lls ,  M o n t .  T r ib u n e  s a id  h e  

w o r k e d  f o r  t h e  H a r m a n s  f o r  1 0  y e a r s ,  u n t i l  h e  w a s  1 8 ,  b u t  q u i t  in  
d is g u s t .

ife llfiiE S o
- ,1  ^

• S j i
Shif

VehicI
iMy
e.com

B r e t t  E n c e le w s k i ,  2 1 ,  s a id  k e n n e l c o n d i t io n s  w e r e  d e c e n t  w h e n  h e  
s t a r t e d ,  b u t  w o r s e n e d  o v e r  th e  y e a r s .  T o w a r d  t h e  e n d ,  h e  s a id ,  

L e th c o e - H a r m a n  t o o k  s p e c ia l c a r e  o f  a b o u t  a d o z e n  o f  h e r  f a v o r i t e  
d o g s ,  b u t  k e p t  t h e  r e s t  in  o v e r c r o w d e d  a n d  f i l t h y  p e n s .

H o w e v e r ,  c o l l ie  b r e e d e r s  D a r le n e  K e r r  o f  R e g in a ,  S a s k . ,  a n d  D a n a  

G ile s  o f  N o v a  S c o t ia  to ld  th e  M o n ta n a  n e w s p a p e r  t h a t  d o g s  t h e y  

a c q u ir e d  f r o m  L e th c o e - H a r m a n  w e r e  h e a l t h y ,  w e l l - c a r e d  f o r  a n d  

a r r iv e d  in  f in e  s h a p e .  B o th  s a id  t h e y  h a d  n o t  v is i t e d  h e r  b r e e d in g  

b u s in e s s  in  A la s k a .

"T o  s a y  h e r  d o g s  a r e  a b u s e d ,  I 'm  s o r r y ,  I  c a n  o n ly  s p e a k  f r o m  w h a t  
I 'v e  s e e n ,  b u t  S h i lo h  ( t h e  f i r s t  d o g  s h e  g o t  f r o m  L e th c o e  ( H a r m a n ) -  

w a s  in  e x c e l le n t  c o n d i t i o n , "  s h e  s a id .

L e th c o e - H a r m a n  is  a  m e m b e r  o f  th e  N o r m a l  E y e d  N e tw o r k  a n d  h a s  

b e e n  b r e e d in g  h e r  d o g s  to  e l im in a t e  g e n e t i c  p r o b le m s  s u c h  a s  C o llie  
E y e  A n o m a ly ,  a n  e y e  d is o r d e r  t h a t  c a n  c a u s e  b l in d n e s s .

K e r r  s a id  S h i lo h  h a s  p r o d u c e d  f iv e  n o r m a l - e y e d  c o l l ie s ,  f o u r  o f  w h ic h  

a re  c h a m p io n s .  S h e  s a id  s o m e  b r e e d e r s  a r e  c r i t ic i z in g  L e th c o e -  

H a r m a n  h a r s h ly  o n  I n t e r n e t  c h a t  r o o m s .

" T h is  w o m a n  is  n o t  w h a t  t h e y 'r e  s a y in g  s h e  is , "  K e r r  s a id .  " T h e y 'r e  

c r u c i f y in g  h e r .  F o r  y e a r s ,  A th e n a  h a s  b e e n  o u t s p o k e n  a b o u t  th e  t h in g  

y o u  c a n  d e fe a t ,  C o l i ie  E y e  A n o m a ly .  S h e  h a s  b e e n  v e r y  v o c a l  a b o u t  
b r e e d in g  f o r  h e a l t h . "

G ile s  s a id  s h e  b o u g h t  th r e e  c o l l ie  p u p p ie s  f r o m  L e th c o e - H a r m a n  in  

1 9 9 7  a n d  1 9 9 8  a n d  t h e  p u p p ie s  a r r iv e d  in  e x c e l le n t  s h a p e .  S h e  s a id  

c a n in e  o p h t h a lm o lo g is t s  r a v e d  a b o u t  th e  d o g s  a n d  th e  c o n d i t io n  o f

lutp://\v\v\v.adn.com/alaska_ap/siory/210S06-Jp-2204469c.html 5/7/2003



Anchorage Daily News | Neighbors say charged couple kept flawed kennel Page 3 of 3

c h e ir  e y e s .

L

Contact ADN | Forms | Subscriptions | Advertising | S ister Sites 
Daily News Jobs | ADN History | ADN S tore | Newspapers in Education

McClatchy Company Privacy Policy 
For A laska trave l inform ation and services, visit ALASKA.com

Copyright © 2003 The Anchorage Daily News

hup://\v\v\v. adn. coni/olaska_ap/story/210S064p-2204469c.html 5/7/2003



Animal cruelty case points need for tougher laws Page 1 of 4

MSN Home | My MSN | Hotmail | Search | Shopping | Money | People &  Chat

m s n x  MSNBC News

U N L IM IT E D  D O W N L O A D S  ! Get Sales Leads via

l iu s iiu k ls -

Tc-d'i'cStiivkia:- 1

Living;

Y is v u t

YV Wiivcs

0|.M»UUU:

V V L - lliia -^ L o o ir

S lu y iS li'tS K lB C

!Ldoiu

Anchorage, A K
Q  Make this your Local News

A la s k a 's  

I  O n lin e  N e w s  

Top stories from : K ju u .C O M  S o u rc e

A n i m a l  c r u e l t y  

c a s e  p o i n t s  n e e d  

f o r  t o u g h e r  l a w s

dourtciy  Fnoto 7 k!VJu

' F i n  Window; Media P l j ’/er PLAY V ID E O  ^  |
  >

LOCAL fi
•  T O P *

•  LOCA

•  YOUF 
» FEAT 

»  VIDEt

Q w c!
entire 

Find a I

das
Montana volunteers are caring lor the collies and 
other animals found in Ihe Harmans' truck, and the 
elfort is straining local resources.

MORE L 
.  A LA S  

COVE 
•  WATC 

W ILD  
.  W ASt 

REPC

L v n n  M c l l in s .

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a ,  N o v .  8  -  J o h n  a n d  A t h e n a  H a r m a n  o f  

N i k i s k i  a r e  a w a i t i n g  t r i a l  i n  M o n t a n a ,  c h a r g e d  w i t h  a n i m a l  

c r u e l t y  a f t e r  b e i n g  a r r e s t e d  a t  t h e  C a n a d i a n  b o r d e r  l a s t  

w e e k .

T h e  S P C A  s a y s , as th e  H a r m a n s  w e r e  h e a d in g  o u t  o f  to w n ,  

th e y  w e re  s to p p e d  b y  A n im a l  C o n t r o l  a n d  t o ld  to  c le a n  th in g s  

u p . T h e y  le f t  t o w n  a n y w a y ,  o n ly  to  b e  s to p p e d  a t th e  b o rd e r .

V o lu n te e r s  in  M o n ta n a  a re  n o w  n u r s in g  th e  H a r m a n s ’ d o g s  

b a c k  to  h e a lth  -  n e a r ly  2 0 0  o f  th e m . T h e  e f f o r t  is  t a k in g  a t o l l  

o n  f in a n c ia l  a n d  e m o t io n a l  re s o u rc e s  th e re .

A la s k a  a n im a l a d v o c a te s  a re  a p p a l le d  b y  th e  H a rm a n s ' 

s to r y ,  a n d  sa y  th e  w a r n in g  s ig n s  w e re  s i t t in g  in  N i k i s k i  f o r  

y e a rs . T h e y  a ls o  s a y  i t 's  t im e  to  s t r e n g th e n  A la s k a 's  a n im a l 

c r u e l t y  la w s .

A t  th e  e n d  o f  a n a r r o w  d i n  ro a d  in  th e  w o o d s  o u ts id e  

N i k is k i  s its  th e  H a r m a n  p la c e  -  a p lo t  o f  la n d  l i t t e r e d  w i t h
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e v e r y th in g  f r o m  c ra te s  a n d  r u g s  to  o ld  c a rs . I t 's  th e  r e m a in s  o f  

a n o w  d e fu n c t  d o g  b r e e d in g  k e n n e l k n o w n  a s  V a l ia n t  C o l l ie s .

" L ik e  a  p ig p e n ,  th e re  w a s  j u s t  m u c k  e v e r y w h e r e , "  s a y s  

S te p h a n ie  B a tc h e ld e r ,  a  d o g  g r o o m e r  w h o  w o r k e d  f o r  th e  

H a n n a n s  a b o u t  1 0  y e a rs  a g o .

B a tc h e ld e r  s a y s  th e  d o g s  w e re  in  s u c h  b a d  c o n d i t io n ,  sh e  

la s te d  o n ly  a d a y .

" T h e y  h a d  to  h a v e  b e e n  u n h e a lth y ,  b e in g  th a t  w e t  a n d  

h a v in g  fe c e s  o n  th e m  a l l  th e  t im e .  T h e y 'r e  g o in g  to  g e t  s o re s ,"  

she  s a id .

T h e re 's  l i t t l e  e v id e n c e  n o w ,  b u t  p ic tu r e s  s h o w  s e v e ra l d o g s  

a t a t im e  c r a m m e d  in to  s m a l l  f e n c e d - in  a re a s .

C o n c e rn e d  n e ig h b o r s  o n ly  a d d  to  th e  p ic tu r e .  O n e  w o m a n  

s a y s  th e  p la c e  a p p e a re d  to  h a v e  b e e n  h o t - w i r e d  — w i th  ju m p e r  

c a b le s  h u n g  f r o m  w i r e  k e n n e ls .  S h e  s u s p e c ts  th e y  w e re  

h o o k e d  to  a b a t te r y  a n d  u s e d  to  j o l t  th e  a n im a ls ,  to  k e e p  th e m  

u n d e r  c o n t r o l .

I t  c a m e  as n o  s u r p r is e  

to  s o m e  in  the ' N i k i s k i  

a re a  th a t  th e  H a rm a n s  

w e re  a r re s te d  f o r  a n im a l 

c r u e l t y  in  S w e e t  G ra s s ,

M o n ta n a ,  la s t  w e e k .

U .S . C u s to m s  o f f i c ia ls  

c a u g h t th e m  a t th e  

C a n a d ia n  b o r d e r  o n  a

t r ip  f r o m  A la s k a  to  a volunteer in Montana makes a triend
A r iz o n a ,  w i th  m o r e  th a n

1 7 0  d o g s  a n d  11 c a ts  p a c k e d  f r o m  to p  to  b o t to m  in  a s e m i­

t r a i le r  — s ic k  a n d  l i v i n g  in  t h e i r  o w n  w a s te .

" I  c o u ld ’v e  see n  i t  c o m in g ,  d e f in i t e l y , "  s a y s  B a tc h e ld e r .

T h e  H a rm a n s  fa c e  m o r e  th a n  1 8 0  m is d e m e a n o r  c o u n ts  o f  

a n im a l c r u e l t y ,  a s i t u a t io n  a n im a l a d v o c a te s  s a y  c o u ld  h a v e  

b e en  p re v e n te d .

" I t ’s ju s t  n o t  r ig h t , "  s a y s  D ia n e  Z a r fo s s  o f  th e  A la s k a  

S o c ie ty  f o r  th e  P r e v e n t io n  o f  C r u e l t y  to  A n im a ls .  Z a r fo s s  s a y s  

th e  S P C A  has d e a lt  w i t h  c o m p la in t s  a b o u t  th e  H a r m a n s  f o r  

y e a rs , b u t  A la s k a 's  la w s  m a d e  i t  n e a r ly  im p o s s ib le  to  d o  

a n y th in g  to  s to p  th e  n e g le c t .

A c c o r d in g  to  A la s k a  S ta te  T r o o p e r s ,  th e  la w  o n  a n im a l 

c r u e l t y  s ta te s : A  p e rs o n  c a n n o t  " i n t e n t i o n a l ly  ; n f l i c t  p a in  o r  

cau se  p r o lo n g e d  s u f f e r in g  o n  an  a n im a l , "  n o r  c a n  s o m e o n e  

f a i l  to  c a re  f o r  an  a n im a l to  th e  e x te n t  i t  r e s u lts  in  th e  a n im a l ’s 

d e a th  o r  s u f fe r in g .

V io la t io n  o f  th is  la w  is  a c la s s  A  m is d e m e a n o r  o f fe n s e .  

A n im a l  a d v o c a te s  s a y  th e  s ta tu te  d o e s n 't  d o  a n im a ls  ju s t ic e .

" T h e y  r e a l ly  c a n 't  d o  a w h o le  lo t  u n le s s  th e y  c a n  p ro v e  th a t 

th e y  w e re  d o in g  th e  n e g le c t  o n  p u r p o s e . "  s a y s  B a tc h e ld e r .

A d v o c a te s  a ls o  s a y  th e  w e a k  la w  is  n o t  th e  o n ly  p r o b le m .  

S la te  e n fo r c e m e n t  s h o u ld  be s te p p e d  u p , to o .

" W e  c a n ’t r e ly  o n  t r o o p e rs  to  p r o v id e  th is  s e r v ic e , "  s a y s

lntp://w\vw. msnbc.com/local/KTUU/M2443U6. asp 5/7/2003
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Z a r fo s s .

T r o o p e r s  a re  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  in s p e c t in g  c o m p la in t s  o f  

a n im a l n e g le c t  o u ts id e  th e  l im i t s  o f  a  c i t y  w i t h  a n  a n im a l 

c o n t r o l  o p e r a t io n .  B o t h  a d v o c a te s  a n d  t r o o p e r s  th e m s e lv e s  s a y  

th is  p u ts  a  s t r a in  o n  a lr e a d y  t h in  r e s o u rc e s .

" W e 'r e  s h o r t  o f  p e o p le  a n d , o b v io u s ly ,  th e  p o p u la t io n  in  

th is  n e c k  o f  th e  w o o d s  is  g r o w in g , "  s a y s  F i r s t  S g t .  C h u c k  

B a r t o l in i  o f  th e  S o ld o tn a  t r o o p e r  d e ta c h m e n t .

B a r t o l in i  s a y s  th e y  d o  th e  b e s t  th e y  c a n  t o  r e s p o n d  to  c a l ls  

o f  a n im a l c r u e l t y .  F o r t u n a te ly ,  h e  s a y s , f e w  s u c h  c a l ls  a re  

re c e iv e d .  H e  s a y s  a t r o o p e r  in s p e c te d  th e  H a n n a n s ' k e n n e l 

a lm o s t  t w o  y e a rs  a g o , a n d , in  th e  o f f ic e r 's  o p in io n ,  th e  d o g s  

w e re  a d e q u a te ly  c a re d  f o r .  B a r t o l in i  s a y s  th a t  i f  th e re  a p p e a rs  

to  b e  a b u s e , t r o o p e r s  w i l l  c a l l  i n  a n  a n im a l e x p e r t .  H e 'd  l i k e  to  

see  s u c h  a  p e rs o n  o n  th e  b o r o u g h 's  s ta f f .

" I t  w o u ld  h e lp  us  g r e a t ly  i f  th e  b o r o u g h  h a d  s o m e  s o r t  o f  

e n fo r c e m e n t  p o w e r ,  a n d  an  a n im a l c o n t r o l  o f f i c e r  th a t  c o u ld  

a c tu a l ly  in v e s t ig a te  th e s e  c a s e s  a n d  ta k e  th e  t im e , "  B a r t o l in i  

s a y s .

Z a r fo s s  w a n ts  to  ta k e  th a t  id e a  e v e n  f u r t h e r  a n d  h i r e  a  s ta te  

h u m a n e  o f f i c e r ,  s o m e o n e  to  d e a l s t r i c t l y  w i t h  a n im a l c r u e l t y  

case s , a n d  w h o  is  a u th o r iz e d  to  s te p  o n  p r iv a te  p r o p e r ty  a n d  

s to p  n e g le c t  as s o o n  as c o m p la in t s  c o m e  in .  S h e  s a y s  

la w m a k e r s  c o u ld  c o m p le te  th e  p a c k a g e  w i t h  m o re  c le a r ly  

d e f in e d  la w s  to  s u p p o r t  th a t  p e rs o n .

" I t 's  g e t t in g  w o r s e .  I t 's  g e t t in g  la r g e r  n u m b e r s  a n d  i t 's  

g e t t in g  w a y  o u t  o f  h a n d , "  s a y s  Z a r fo s s .

S h e  r e c a l ls  th e  C a r o ly n  B o u g h to n  c a s e , in  w h ic h  a S te r l in g  

w o m a n  w a s  c h a rg e d  w i t h  n e g le c t in g  6 6  d o g s  a n d  s o m e  o th e r  

a n im a ls .  T h e  a n im a ls  w e re  re s c u e d  b y  th e  S P C A  a y e a r  a g o  

th is  m o n th ,  b u t  th e  c r u e l t y  c a s e  h a s  y e t  t r  g o  to  t r ia l .

" I t 's  s t i l l  in  th e  c o u r ts .  N o th in g  h a s  b e e n  d o n e ,"  s a y s  

Z a r fo s s .  S h e  fe a rs  th e  H a n n a n  c a s e  w i l l  d r a g  o n  f o r  a lo n g  

l im e ,  as w e l l .

M e a n w h i le ,  th e  d o g s  b e in g  c a re d  f o r  in  M o n ta n a  s t i l l  

b e lo n g  to  th e  H a r m a n s  u n le s s  th e y 'r e  p r o v e d  g u i l t y  in  c o u r t .

I n  th e  m e a n t im e ,  th e  d o g s  - -  n o w  r e c o v e r in g  f r o m  a t r a u m a t ic  

t r ip  a c ro s s  th e  b o r d e r  -  w i l l  h a v e  to  w a i t  to  g o  h o m e ,  

w h e r e v e r  th a t  tu rn s  o u t  to  be .

C u r r e n t ly ,  th e  H a r m a n s  a re  o u t  o n  b o n d .  P e o p le  in  th e  

N ik is k i  a re a  s a y  J o h n  H a rm a n  m a y  b e  b a c k  in  A la s k a ,  b u t  he 

w a s n 't  a t h is  p r o p e r t y  w h e n  C h a n n e l 2  N e w s  s lo p p e d  b y ,  a n d  

th e  c o u p le  c o u ld  n o t  b e  re a c h e d  f o r  c o m m e n t  o n  th is  s to r y .

T o  o u ts id e r s ,  th e  H a r m a n s ' b r e e d in g  o p e r a t io n  s e e m e d  to  

be q u ite  p r o fe s s io n a l .  T h e  c o u p le  ha s  w o n  c o m p e t i t io n s ,  a n d  

t h e i r  W e b  s ite  te l ls  o th e rs  h o w  to  c a re  f o r  d o g s .

S o m e  n e ig h b o r s  s a y  th e y  b e l ie v e  th e  H a n n a n s  h a d  g o o d  

in te n t io n s  b u t  th e  o p e r a t io n  ju s t  s p u n  o u t  o f  c o n t r o l .  O th e rs  

s a y , q u ite  f r a n k ly ,  th e y  t h in k  th e  c o u p le  w a s  r u n n i i . g  a p u p p y  

m i l l ,  b r e e d in g  h u g e  n u m b e rs  o f  d o g s  to  s e l l .  T h e  H a r m a n s ' 

W e b  s ite  l is ts  p r ic e s  o f  u p  to  5 2 ,0 0 0  p e r  d o g .  o r  m o re .
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/ a i i m a l  a d v o c a te s  s a y  p u p p y  m i l l s  a re  n o t  u n u s u a l in  

A la s k a  a n d  th e  o n ly  w a y  th e y 'r e  g o in g  t o  b e  s to p p e d  is  i f  

p e o p le  s to p  b u y in g  p u p p ie s  f r o m  p e t  s to re s .  P e t  s to re s  

d is a g re e  th a t  th e  p u p p ie s  t h e y  b u y  a re  r a is e d  in  in h u m a n e  

c o n d i t io n s .

A n o t h e r  q u e s t io n  to  b e  in v e s t ig a te d  is  w h e th e r  th e  

H a r m a n s ' N i k i s k i  o p e r a t io n  w a s  c r u e l ,  o r  w h e t h e r  i t  w a s  

s ix n p ly  a m a t te r  o f  h o w  th e  H a r m a n s  c h o s e  t o  t r a n s p o r t  th e  

d o g s  as th e y  w e re  m o v in g  o u t  o f  s ta te .
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Animal A b u s e  C a s e s  - De tai l s  

Hoarding 45 dogs - (Sterling, AK - US)
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Case Report

A la s k a  S ta te  T ro o p e rs  a re  th re a te n in g  to  s e iz e  a t le a s t 4 5  d o g s  o w n e d  by  a  S te rlin g  
w o m a n  w h o  h a s  b e e n  a c c u s e d  o f a n im a l a b u s e  fo r  th e  la s t y e a r.

T ro o p e rs  s a id  th e y  1-iund fo u r  d e a d  d o g s , tw o  d e a d  c a ts  a n d  s c o re s  o f d o g s  n e e d in g  
b a s ic  c a re  d u r in g  a to u r  on  M o n d a y  o f a w o o d e d  lo t w h e re  S te r lin g  re s id e n t C a ro lin e  
B o u g h to n  k e e p s  h e r  a n im a ls . T h e y  s e t an  u lt im a tu m .

A s  m a n y  as 2 0  d o g s , p u re b re d  b o u v ie r d e s  F la n d re s  a n d  K e rry  b lu e  te rr ie rs , w e re  
k e n n e le d  in d o u b le -d e c k e r  p ly w o o d  p e n s  in s id e  a  ra m s h a c k le  G re y h o u n d -s ty le  b u s  
th a t w a s  so  fo u le d  b y  u r in e  a n d  fe c e s  th a t th e  a m m o n ia - lik e  s te n c h  n e a r ly  b ro u g h t 
te a rs  to  th e  e y e s  o f v e te r in a r ia n  J e rry  N y b a k k e n , w h o  a s s is te d  tro o p e rs  s e rv in g  a 
s e a rc h  w a rra n t.

T w o  o f th e  te rr ie rs  h a d  b e e n  k ille d  b y  a b o u v ie r , w h ic h  g n a w e d  th ro u g h  th e  p ly w o o d  
ro o f o f its c ra te  to  g e t a t a t th e  s m a lle r  d o g s  h o u s e d  o v e rh e a d . T h e  b o d y  o f o n e  o f th e  
te rr ie rs  w a s  f irm ly  w e d g e d  in  a h o le  a n d  its  le g s  h a d  b e e n  c h e w e d  fro m  b e lo w , 
N y b a k k e n  sa id .

T h e  rest of th e  d o g s  -- w h ic h  in c lu d e d  a m ix  o f m u tfs  a n d  h u s k ie s  -- w e re  c h a in e d , 
c a b le d  a n d  ro p e d  to  tre e s , tru c k s  a n d  o th e r o b je c ts .  S o m e  w e re  in m u c h  b e tte r  s h a p e  
th a n  o th e rs .

F e w  o f th e  d o g s  h a d  s h e lte r . F o o d  a n d  w a te r  b o w ls  w e re  o v e r tu rn e d  a n d  a p p e a re d  
u n a tte n d e d , N y b a k k e n  sa id . W a rm  b e d d in g  s u c h  a s  s tra w  w a s  a b s e n t. In s id e  the  bus, 
the  d o g s ' fu r  w a s  m a tte d  a n d  c o v e re d  w ith  fe c e s  a n d  e v e ry  p e n  w a s  w e t w ith  u r in e , he  
s a id .

"I th in k  w e  h a v e  a  c a s e  h e re  o f n e g le c t, b o rd e r in g  o n  c ru e lty ,"  N y b a k k e n  sa id  on 
T u e s d a y . "M y  p e rs o n a l o p in io n  is, C a ro lin e  s h o u ld  n e v e r  h a v e  th is  m a n y  d o g s ,"  he  
sa id . "If s h e  w a n ts  d o g s , s h e 's  g o in g  to  h a v e  to  k e e p  th e m  w ith in  h e r  e c o n o m ic  m e a n s  
to  s u p p o rt th e m ."

B o u g h to n  s a id  sh e  s till e n jo y s  h e r  d o g s , ha s  d o n e  n o th in g  w ro n g  a n d  is s tru g g lin g  to  
ju g g le  th e  d e m a n d s  of h e r la n d lo rd s , w h o m  s h e  s a id  in s is te d  s h e  k e n n e l h e r d o g s  in 
th e  bus.

H e r la n d lo rd s , M ilto n  a n d  L e e  R o ss , s a y  B o u g h to n  o w e s  th e m  5 1 ,3 5 0  in b a ck  re n t a n d  
p a y  fo r h e lp in g  to  fe e d  th e  d o g s . T h e  R o s s e s  liv e  o n  th e  lo t a n d  a g re e d  to  le t
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B o u g h to n  p a y  th e m  to  k e e p  h e r  d o g s  th e re , b u t n o w  s a y  th e y  w a n t h e r  o u t.

B o u g h to n , w h o  liv e s  n e a rb y , s a id  s h e  h a s  n o w h e re  to  g o . It’s  h a rd  f in d in g  a  re n ta l 
w h e n  y o u 'v e  g o t d o z e n s  o f d o g s , s h e  sa id .

T h e  T e x a s  t ra n s p la n t  f irs t  g o t in to  tro u b le  la s t fa ll a f te r  a  K e n a i P e n in s u la  a n im a l 
c ru e lty  o rg a n iz a t io n  a c c u s e d  h e r  o f n e g le c t fo r  k e e p in g  h e r  d o g s  in a  S te r lin g  ju n k y a rd . 
S h e  q u ic k ly  h ire d  s o m e  h e lp e rs  w h o  g o t s tra w  fo r  th e  d o g s  a n d  b e g a n  fe e d in g  th e m . 
A t  th e  tim e , tro o p e rs  d e e m e d  h e r  c a re  a d e q u a te .

B u t a fte r  B o u g h to n  m o v e d  h e r a n im a ls  to  a  2 .6-acr> w o o d e d  p ro p e r ty  on  S p ru c e  L a n e  
o u ts id e  S te r lin g , th e  b a rk in g , f ig h t in g  a n d  lo o s e  d o t  -c o n  p ro m p te d  a n g ry  c a lls  fro m  
h e r  n e w  n e ig h b o rs .

T w o  c h a p te rs  o f th e  S o c ie ty  fo r  th e  P re v e n tio n  o f C ru e lty  to  A n im a ls , th e  A la s k a  
c h a p te r  b a s e d  in A n c h o ra g e  a n d  a  n e w ly  fo rm e d  K e n a i P e n in s u la  g ro u p , h a v e  b e e n  
s tru g g lin g  to  h e lp  B o u g h to n 's  d o g s , w ith  d iffe re n t ta c tic s .

T h e  A la s k a  c h a p te r  h a s  b e e n  w o rk in g  w ith  B o u g h to n  fo r  m o n th s , h e lp in g  h e r  re d u c e  
h e r k e n n e l s iz e  a  fe w  d o g s  a t a  t im e , s a id  N a n c y  W a ll,  th e  c h a p te r ’s  P e n in s u la  
v o lu n te e r .

T h e  K e n a i o rg a n iz a t io n  h a s  b e e n  m o re  d ire c t. It w a s  th e  g ro u p  th a t f irs t d e m a n d e d  
a c tio n  la s t fa ll, a n d  it a ls o  c a lle d  in  th e  t ro o p e rs  th is  w e e k .

Its fo u n d e r, M ic h e le  D e M ilta , a c c e p te d  fo u r o r f iv e  o f B o u g h to n 's  s ic  e s t d o g s . T h o s e  
d o g s  w e re  to  b e  ta k e n  to  a  v e te r in a r ia n  fo r  tre a tm e n t a n d  d o c u m e n ta t io n , N y b a k k e n  
s a id . D e M ilta  d e c lin e d  to  c o m m e n t u n til th e  s itu a t io n  is re s o lv e d .

T ro o p e rs  s a id  th e y  w o u ld  like  to  c o m e  b a c k  F r id a y  a n d  s e e  th a t B o u g h to n  is p ro v id in g  
a d e q u a te  c a re  fo r  h e r a n im a ls . B u t T re s s le r  s a id  th a t if th e y  g e t a n o th e r  c o m p la in t 
a b o u t he r, th e y  w ill s e iz e  h e r  d o g s .

J u s t w h a t w o u ld  h a p p e n  w ith  th e  d o g s  if th e y  a re  s e iz e d  is n 't  c le a r. E ve n  th e  o ff ic ia l 
n u m b e r  o f d o g s  is v a g u e . T ro o p e rs  e s t im a te d  th a t a b o u t 4 5  d o g s  w e re  o n  th e  
p ro p e r ty . B o u g h to n  s a id  s h e  h a d  m a n y  m o re  th a n  th a t. A n d  N y b a k k e n  g u e s s e d  th e  
n u m b e r m ig h t b e  c lo s e r  to  100.

"W h a t a m e s s , h u h ? ,'' s a id  J u d y  M c C o n n e ll o f  A n c h o ra g e , th e  A m e r ic a n  B o u v ie r  de s  
F la n d re s  C lu b 's  d e s ig n a te d  re s c u e  p e rs o n  fo r  th e  re g io n . "T h is  w h o le  th in g  w a s  b e e n  
a  n ig h tm a re  fo r  a y e a r, as  fa r  a s  I'm  c o n c e rn e d ."

If a c o u rt w e re  to  m a k e  to  fin a l ru lin g , M c C o n n e ll s a id , th e  n a t io n w id e  c lu b  h a s  Ihe  
f in a n c e s , e x p e r t is e  a n d  c o n ta c ts  to  p la c e  w h a te v e r  d o g s  w e re  d e e m e d  s u ita b le .

A la s k a n s  a re  a c c u s to m e d  to  s le d  d o g  y a rd s , a n d  w h ile  th a t s o r t  o l k e n n e l w o rk s  w ith  
a c tiv e  te a m s  o f h u s k ie s , it isn 't a p p ro p r ia te  fo r  b o u v ie rs , s h e  s a id . T h e  in d e p e n d e n t 
b re e d  ha s  a to u g h  s id e  a n d  n e e d s  a lo t o f o n e -o n -o n e  lo v e , s h e  sa id .

M c C o n n e ll a n d  o th e r  b o u v ie r  fa n c ie rs  d e s c r ib e  B o u g h to n  as  a "c o lle c to r ,"  a p e rs o n  
w ith  a  g o o d  h e a rt w h o  w a n ts  to  p ro te c t a n im a ls  bu t le ts  th e m  b re e d  a n d  g e ts  
o v e rw h e lm e d  w h e n  th e ir  n u m b e rs  s w e ll.

T w o  o f B o u g h to n 's  d e a d  d o g s  a re  b o u v ie rs . O n e  w a s  fo u n d  a t th e  e n d  o f its  c a b le  
te th e r  w e a r in g  a s p ik e d  c h o k e  c o lla r , b u t N y b a k k e n  s a id  h e  w a s  u n s u re  w h a t c a u s e d  
tn e  d e a th . T h e  o th e r  w a s  fo u n d  w ith  th re e  o f its  p a w s  ta n g le d  in  n y lo n  ro p e , h e  sa id .

B o u g h to n , fe e d in g  A tta  B o y  to  h e r  d o g s  T u e s d a y  e v e n in g , s a id  s h e  s u s p e c te d  fo u l 
n la y  in b o th  c a s e s  a n d  w a n te d  a n  a u to p s y  o n  th e  d o g s ' f ro z e n  c a rc a s s e s , s till la y in g  
c , .  th e  ice . "B o th  o f th o s e  d o g s  w e re  v e ry  a c t iv e  th e  d a y  b e fo re  y e s te rd a y ,"  s h e  sa id .
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’ A ll o f  a  s u d d e n  th e y 're  d e a d , o v e rn ig h t. I 'd  lik e  to  le a m  w h y ."

T ro o p e rs  s a id  a  re p o r t  w o u ld  b e  fo rw a rd e d  to  th e  K e n a i d is tr ic t  a t to rn e y 's  o ff ic e  fo r  
c o n s id e ra tio n  o f p o s s ib le  c h a rg e s  o f a n im a l c ru e lty , a  m is d e m e a n o r . B o u g h to n  s a id  
s h e  h a s  tr ie d  to  g iv e  a w a y  h e r d o g s , b u t  h a d  n o  lu ck .

S h e  s a id  s h e  re fu s e s  to  ta k e  th e m  to  th e  p o u n d  b e c a u s e  s o m e  w o u ld  in e v ita b ly  b e  p u t 
d o w n . I 'v e  g o t to o  b ig  o f a  h e a rt,"  B o u g h to n  s a id . "A ll I w a n t fo r  th e m  is a  h o m e ."

Case Updates

P o s te d :  A p r  2 2 , 2 0 0 3  - 5 :4 9  P M

T h e  B o u g h to n  tr ia l h a s  o n c e  a g a in  b e e n  p o s tp o n e d . T h e  J u d g e  d id  g ive  
a d m o n is h m e n t th a t M s . B o u g h to n  n e e d s  to  w o rk  w ith  h e r d o c to rs  s o  th a t s h e  c a n  be  
lu c id  e v e n  if in s o m e  d is c o m fo r t  b y  th e  n e w  tr ia l c a ll d a te  o f 7 /2 5  e n d  tr ia l s e t fo r  8 /5 .

P o s te d :  F e b  5 , 2 0 0 3  - 9 :4 9  A M

B o u g h to n  re s c u e  tr ia l h a s  b e e n  p o s tp o n e d  u n til 4 /2 2 /0 3
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W e b  p o s te d  W e d n e s d a y ,  A u g u s t  1 4 ,  2 0 0 2

Sterling woman charged w ith animal 
cruelty

P o w e r  S e a r c h
C  Our Stor ie s  

Web 

C  Yellow Pages 

<• S lo c k s  

C  C la s s i f ied s

S e a rc h

A N C H O R A G E  (A P )  - -  A  S t e r l i n g  w o m a n  h a s  b e e n  c h a r g e d  w i t h  

n in e  c r im in a l  c o u n ts  o f  a n im a l  c r u e l t y  f o r  k e e p in g  d o z e n s  o f  
u n d e r fe d ,  f i l t h y  d o g s

A la s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s  f o u n d  6 6  d o g s  u n d e r  C a r o l in e  

B o u g h t o n ' s  c a r e  in  a  S t e r l in g  y a r d  la s t  N o v e m b e r .

A c c o r d in g  to  c o u r t  d o c u m e n t s  s o m e  o f  t h e  d o g s  w e r e  f o u n d  
d e a d ,  o t h e r s  n e e d e d  p r o m p t  m e d ic a l  c a r e  a n d  s t i l l  o t h e r s  w e r e  

s o  s ic k  t h e y  h a d  to  b e  e u t h a n iz e d .  T r o o p e r s  s e iz e d  th e  d o g s .

B o u g h t o n ,  is  s c h e d u le d  t o  g o  to  t r ia l  O c t .  2 9  in  K e n a i.

A n im a l  w e 'f a r e  a c t iv is t s  w h o  t r e a t e d  B o u g h t o n ' s  d o g s  a n d  

p la c e d  t h e m  in  n e w  h o m e s  s a y  t h e r e  is  e a s i ly  e n o u g h  

v id e o ta p e  a n d  d o c u m e n t a t io n  t o  s u p p o r t  th o s e  c h a r g e s .

" I t ' s  p r e t t y  c u t  a n d  d r ie d .  W e  h a v e  r e c o r d s  o n  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  
a n im a l  o n  th e  p r o p e r t y  t h a t  w a s  t a k e n  i n , "  s a id  D ia n e  Z a r fo s s ,  

c l in ic  d i r e c t o r  o f  th e  A la s k a  S o c ie t y  f o r  t h e  P r e v e n t io n  o f  
C r u e l t y  t o  A n im a ls .

B o u g h t o n  w a s  r e p o r t e d ly  l i v in g  in  N ik is k i  a n d  c o m m u t in g  to  

t h e  s i t e  to  fe e d  a n d  to  p r o v id e  w a t e r  f o r  th e  d o g s .  M o s t  w e r e  

b o u v ie r  d e s  F la n d r e s  a n d  k e r r y  b lu e  t e r r ie r s .  A  c o u p le  o f  

b o u v ie r  c a r c a s s e s  w e r e  f o u n d  t a n g le d  in  t e t h e r s ,  a n d  tw o  

t e r r ie r s  s to r e d  in  w o o d e n  b o x e s  h a d  d ie d  a n d  w e r e  p a r t ia l ly  
e a te n  b y  a n o t h e r  d o g .

T h e  r e s t  w e r e  in  v a r y in g  s t a t e s  o f  h e a l th ,  b u t  a l l s u f f e r e d  f r o m  

m a ln u t r i t i o n ,  Z a r f o s s  s a id .  M a n y  w e r e  t r e a t e d  f o r  e c z e m a ,  s k in  

m i t e s  a n d  in fe c t io n s  o f  th e  e a r s  a n d  e y e s .

D o g s  t h a t  w e r e  s t r o n g  e n o u g h  to  r e c o v e r  h a v e  a l l b e e n  p la c e d .  

T h e  la s t  - -  a  b o u n c y ,  1 0 0 - p o u n d  m a la m u t e  m ix  - -  w a s  

s c h e d u le d  to  a r r i v e  a t  i t s  n e w  h o m e  to d a y ,  s h e  s a id .
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B o u g h t o n  w a s  t h e  s u b je c t  o f  t r o o p e r s  in v e s t ig a t io n s  f o r  a 
y e a r  b e fo r e  s h e  a g r e e d  to  g iv e  u p  h e r  d o g s .  I n  f a l l  2 0 0 0 ,  s h e  

w a s  c r i t ic iz e d  f o r  k e e p in g  t h e  a n im a ls  t ie d  t o  w r e c k e d  c a rs  in  a  
S t e r l in g  ju n k y a r d  b e fo r e  m o v in g  t h e m  a c r o s s  t h e  S te r l in g  
H ig h w a y  t o  a n o t h e r  lo c a t io n .

T r o o p e r s  w e r e  c a l le d  o n c e  m o r e ,  t h i s  t im e  d u r in g  a c o ld  s n a p  

la s t  N o v e m b e r  t h a t  d r o v e  t e m p e r a t u r e s  d o w n  t o  2 0  b e lo w  
z e r o .

A  t r o o p e r s  r e p o r t  s a id  o f f ic e r s  w a n t e d  t o  lo o k  in s id e  a la r g e  

b u s  t h a t  B o u g h t o n  h a d  c o n v e r t e d  in t o  a n  a n im a l  c a r r ie r .  S h e  

s a id  s h e  f o r g o t  t h e  k e y .  T h e y  c u t  a lo c k  o f f  t h e  d o o r  a n d  w e re  

fo r c e d  b a c k  b y  th e  a m m o n ia - l i k e  s te n c h  o f  u r in e  u n t i l  t h e  

v e h ic le  w a s  v e n t i la t e d ,  t h e  r e p o r t  s a id .

S ix t e e n  d o g s  w e r e  k e p t  in s id e  w o o d e n  b o x e s  in  t h e  b u s  

w i t h o u t  fo o d ,  w a t e r  o r  d r y  b e d d in g .  T h e y  w e r e  c o v e r e d  in  
f r o z e n  u r in e  a n d  fe c e s .

A  fe w  d a y s  a f t e r  t h e  in s p e c t io n ,  a n  A la s k a  S P C A  v o lu n t e e r  w h o  

h a d  w o r k e d  w i t h  B o u g h t o n  o v e r  t h e  m o n th s  p e r s u a d e d  h e r  to  

t u r n  o v e r  h e r  a n im a ls  v o lu n t a r i l y .

T h e  r e s u l t in g  r e s c u e  c o s t  t h e  A la s k a  S P C A  a b o u t  $ 3 0 ,0 0 0 ,  

Z a r fo s s  s a id .  T h e  g r o u p  w a n t s  t o  s e e  B o u g h t o n  c o n v ic te d ,  

p u n is h e d  a n d  m a d e  a n  e x a m p le ,  s h e  s a id .  A la s k a  S P C A  g e ts  

1 0  to  1 2  c a l ls  a y e a r  a b o u t  la r g e - s c a le  p r o b le m s  b u t  c a n n o t  

h a n d le  t h e m  a l l .

" S h e 's  p r o v e d  o v e r  t h e  la s t  1 0  y e a r s  o r  p lu s  t h a t  s h e  is  n o t  a 
r e s p o n s ib le  a n im a l  o w n e r , "  Z a r fo s s  s a id .

E-m a ll  t h i s  S t o r y  E-m a il  a m e s s a g e  R ea d  o u r  p a p e r  H a ve  o u r  H e a d l in e s  
a fr iend to the editor on your PDA c - m a i le d  to  you

D i s c u s s  th is  s to ry  in our D i s c u s s io n  F o r u m  
Comments or q u est ion s?

For quest ions  about the website contact the web master at Kenai Peninsula Onlltto 
For quest ions or comments about the news Poninsula Clarion Editorial and Newsroom Content

Box 3009 
Kenai. AK 99611  

907-233-7551
Copyrighted by Peninsula Clarion, a Div is ion ol Morris  Communications 
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G REAT FALLS, M on t.-N e a rly  200 co llies and o ther an im als that 
were seized in an anim al cruelty investigation invo lv ing the ir 
A laska owners have been m oved from  She lby to  G reat Falls, 
Mont.

The owners,-Jon Harm an and A thena Le thcoe-H arm an, were 
arrested last fall.

The an im als spent six m onths at Cam p Collie, a 4-H  barn at the 
M arias Fairgrounds near Shelby. They'll likely spend the next 
several m onths in a 20,000-square foot w a re h o u se -d u b b e d  Cam p 
Collie  G reat F a lls -a s  the legal case against the ir ow ners 
continues.

About 100 volunteers were there to p lace the dogs in metal 
kennels tall enough for people to stand in.
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The anim als were brought to G real Falls because 4-H 'ers needed 
their barn in Shelby and local residents were worn out from  caring 
lo r the anim als since the Harm ans were arrested on Nov. 1.
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- Gas Ime I'kely.a 'a te

The anim als had ridden 2,240 m iles in nine 
days in a crow ded tractor trailer Irom 
N ikiski, A laska, lo  Ihe Sweet G rass border 
station wh~n custom s officials found them 
dehydrated, weak, sick and cold.

On Sunday, sheriff's cars with flashing 
lights led a convoy o l 30 horse trailers, 
vans and anim al rescue vehicles down 
Interstate 15 to de liver the 170 collies, six 
other dogs and 16 cats to Great Falls.
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G r e a t  F a l l s
By A ssoc ia ted  P re ss

G R EA T FALLS, Mont.

N early 200 collies and o ther an im als tha t 
w ere  se ized in an anim al cruelty 
investigation involving the ir A laska ow ners 
have been m oved Shelby to G reat Falls, 
Mont.

T he owners, Jon Harman and A thena 
Lethcoe-Harm an, were arrested last fall.

T he  an im als spent six m onths at Cam p 
Collie, a 4-H  barn a l Ihe Marias 
Fairgrounds near Shelby. They'll likely 
spend the next several m onths in a 20,000- 
square foot warehouse _  dubbed Cam p 
C ollie  G reat Falls _  as the legal case 
against the ir ow ners continues.

"This is way, w ay nicer,” Toole County 
U ndersheriff Don Hale said. 'T h e  story 's 
not over, but it just got be tte r for the dogs.”

About 100 volunteers were there to place 
the dogs in metal kennels tall enough for 
people to stand in. The 16 cats have a 
separate carpeted room.

T he anim als were brought to Great Falls 
because 4-H 'ers needed ihe ir barn in 
Shelby and local residents were worn out 
from  caring for the animals since the 
Harm ans were arrested on Nov. 1.

T he an im als had ridden 2.240 m iles in nine 
days in a crowded tractor trailer Irom  
N ikiski, A laska, to Ihe Sweel G rass border 
s tation w hen custom s officials lound  them  
dehydrated, weak, sick and cold. The 
Harm ans were moving to Arizona.

On Sunday, sheriff's cars with (lashing 
lights led a convoy o l 30 horse trailers, 
vans and anim al rescue vehic les down
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Interstate 1 5  to  de liver the 170 co llies, s ix  Fairbanks convention

other dogs and 16 cats to Great Falls. .  u naiaska c itv
Council votes In favor 

Too le  County, the Am erican W orking Collie  t f -Crab c lan
Association, The Hum ane Society o f the - Unocal worklno to
United States and private donations are extend aging platform
paying to r the anim als' care. U&

- Woman accused In

The Harm ans, w ho followed the caravan to 'card'frauO ^
G reat Falls, have pleaded innocent to 181 
m isdem eanor counts of anim al c rue lty  and the ir firs t tria l ended 
w ith a hung ju ry in January. A second Justice  C ourt tria l is 
expected to get underway la ter th is month.

The Harm ans weren 't a llow ed into the w arehouse on Sunday, but 
w ill be perm itted an hourlong vis it each w eekday, offic ia ls  said.

The Harm ans have been living in She lby s ince D ecem ber. They 
would not com m ent Sunday on w hethe r they plan to m ove to 
Great Falls.

As the anim als were being loaded in Shelby, Le thcoe-H arm an sat 
behind yellow  police tape, d icta ting into a tape recorder her 
com m ents on the conditions of each dog. H er a tto rney filed a 
m otion last w eek asking that the charges be d ism issed on grounds 
that authorities have failed to properly keep track of wh ich dogs 
are kept in what pens.

3  R E T U R N  TO  TO P
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m o v e d  t o  G r e a t  F a l l s
By Associated Press

CH O TEAU, Mont.

Nearly 200 anim als, m ost of them  col'ie  
dogs, can be re lo ca te d  from She lby to 
G reat Falls beginning as early as Friday, a 
justice of the peace ruled W ednesday.

Volunteers have spent nearly six m onths 
caring lo r the dogs in a 4-H barn in Shelby, 
where they've been kept as ev idence in an 
anim al crue lty case involving the ir A laska 
owners.

There are 170 collies, five other dogs and 
16 cats lo  be housed in a 30,000-square- 
foo l m ela l build ing in G reat Falls.

Teton County Juslice  of the Peace Pele 
Howard said he'll now go to v;ork find ing a 
p lace to retry the dogs’ owners, Jon 
Harm an and A lhena Lethcoe-Harm an, on 
charges they neglected Ihe an im als last fall 
during a trip to Arizona.

The Harm ans were charged w ith 181 
counts each ol m isdem eanor an im al c rue lly  
after authorities d iscovered 166 collies, five 
other dogs and 10 cats in the rear of the ir 
Irac lo r-tra ile r as the couple tried to cross 
the Canadian border into Ihe U n ited States 
on Halloween night.

W nen they were s lopped at the border, Ihe 
Harm ans said they were in Ihe process of 
m oving Irom N ikiski, A laska to an area 
south ol W oodruff, Ariz.

O ffic ia ls saio the an im als were thin, 
dehydrated, w eak and sick a lte r Ihe nine- 
day, 2,240-m ile trip.

A six-person Toole C ounty Juslice Court 
Jury deadlocked in Ihe couple's first tria l in 
Janua .y, resulting in a m istrial.
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Howard said he's looking to retry the  case 
in Anaconda, Butte o r Helena, a ll p laces 
out or the reach of the G reat Falls m edia, 
where public ity about the collies cou ld 
h inder efforts to seat an unbiased ju ry. 
Howard hopes to preside over the tria l the 
w eek of M ay 12 or M ay 19, he said.

He scheduled another hearing fo r the 
afternoon o f M ay 9 in the Teton C ounty 
C ourthouse in Choteau.

Fairbanks convention
- Unalaska Cltv 
Council vo tes In favor
of crab -Plan
- U noH Lwork.lna.tQ 
extend aging platform
life

- Woman accused.ln 
dub thefts and credit 
card fraud

Howard took over the case after T oo le  C ounty Justice  of the 
Peace Janice Freeland recused herse lf fo llow ing the seven-day 
January trial.

Toole County Undersheriff Don Hale sa id  the anim als w ill be 
m oved in sm all groups, probably next w eek but beginn ing possibly 
as early as Friday. He said offic ia ls in tend to m eet a M ay 1 eviction 
deadline set by Marias Fair officia ls.

Hale said the Harm ans did not ob ject to m oving the dogs.

'It 's  pretty obvious ... it's in the best in te rest o f the dogs and that's 
what the whole situation is abou t,' he said.
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Email fo r new Justice o f the peace fo r 2nd trij 
n e w  tetonjp@3rivers.net n e w
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T u e s d a y ,  M a r c h  4 ,  2 0 0 3

C o l l i e  o w n e r s  to  b e  t r ie d  a g a in  o n  a n im a l c r u e l t y  c h a rg e s  

B y  C A R O L  B R A D L E Y  T r ib u n e  S t a f f  W r i t e r

C H O T E A U  - -  J o n  H a r m a n  a n d  A th e n a  L e th c o e - H a r m a n  o f  A la s k a  w i l l  b e  t r ie d  a s e c o n d  t i r  

a n im a l c r u e l t y  c h a rg e s  s te m m in g  f r o m  th e  d is c o v e r y  o f  1 8 1  c o l l ie s  a n d  o th e r  a n im a ls  in  the : 

t r a c to r  t r a i l e r  la s t  f a l l ,  a  T e to n  C o u n ty  ju s t i c e  o f  th e  p e a c e  r u le d  M o n d a y .  T h e  t r ia l  is  e x p e c t  

ta k e  p la c e  in  m id  to  la te  A p r i l  a f te r  h e ’s h a d  a c h a n c e  to  s o n  th r o u g h  m o t io n s ,  J u d g e  P e te  H i 

s a id .  H e ' l l  d e te r m in e  th e  lo c a t io n  o f  th e  t r ia l  in  a m a t te r  o f  w e e k s ,  d e p e n d in g  in  p a r t  o n  w h e  

c h a n g e  o f  v e n u e  is  re q u e s te d .  T h e  H a n n a n s  a s k e d , b u t  H o w a r d  re fu s e d  to  g iv e  th e m  c u s to d ;  

t h e i r  a n im a ls  in  th e  m e a n t im e ,  w i t h  o n e  e x c e p t io n :  L e th c o e - H a r m a n .  a d ia b e t ic ,  m a y  r e c la i r  

s h o r t - h a ir e d  c o l l i e  s h e  s a y s  h e lp s  a le r t  h e r  w h e n  h e r  b lo o d  s u g a r  is  a b o u t  to  d ro p .  E v e n  i f  th i 

P a n a c h e , h a d  n o  m e d ic a l  in t u i t io n ,  " D o g s  a re  p r e t t y  n ic e  to  h a v e  a r o u n d , "  H o w a r d  s a id . T h a  

h is  o n ly  c o n c e s s io n  to  th e  H a rm a n s  o f  N i k i s k i ,  A la s k a .  T h e  c o u p le  w a s  a n e s te d  la s t  N o v .  1 

U .S .  c u s to m s  in s p e c to r s  d is c o v e r e d  1 6 6  c o l l ie s ,  f i v e  o th e r  d o g s  a n d  10 c a ts  c ra m m e d  in to  th 

b a c k  o f  th e  H a r m a n s ' t r a c to r  t r a i le r  w h e n  th e y  a n iv c d  a t th e  S w e e t  G ra s s  b o r d e r  s to p  la te  

H a l lo w e e n  n ig h t .  T h e  a n im a ls  h a d  t r a v e le d  2 .2 4 0  m i le s  o v e r  n in e  d a y s . T h e y  w e re  m a ln o u r i  

d e h y d r a te d ,  s h iv e r in g ,  s ic k  a n d  d is tre s s e d , a c c o r d in g  to  s h e r i f f s  d e p u t ie s .  O n e  d o g  w a s  d e a i 

T o o le  C o u n ty  c h a rg e d  th e  H a rm a n s  w i t h  181 c o u n ts  o f  m is d e m e a n o r  a n im a l c r u e l t y .  E a c h  c 

is  p u n is h a b le  b y  a f in e  o f  u p  to  S 5 0 0  a n d  u p  to  s ix  m o n th s  in  j a i l .  A  s e v e n -d a y  J u s l ic e  C o u r t  

e n d e d  in  a m is t r ia l  in  J a n u a ry  w h e n  th e  s ix - p e r s o n  j u r y  f a i le d  to  re a c h  a u n a n im o u s  v e r d ic t ,  

o n e  o f  th e  ju r o r s  w a n te d  to  c o n v ic t  th e  H a rm a n s .  T h e  ca s e  h a s  a t t r a c te d  n a t io n a l a t te n t io n  in  

b e c a u s e , f o r  f o u r  m o n th s  n o w ,  T o o le  C o u n ty  re s id e n ts  h a v e  o p e ra te d  " C a m p  C o l l i e "  a t th e  f  

F a ir g r o u n d s .  S u p p o r te r s  f r o m  a c ro s s  th e  c o u n t r y  h a v e  d o n a te d  m o re  th a n  $ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  to  h e lp  c 

f o r  th e  d o g s ,  a n d  a n im a l lo v e r s  f r o m  F lo r id a  to  C a l i f o r n ia  h a v e  f lo w n  to  M o n ta n a  to  h e lp  fe> 

w a te r ,  g r o o m  a n d  w a lk  th e  c o l l ie s .  S p e c ta to rs  w h is p e r e d  " Y e s ! "  u n d e r  t h e i r  b re a th s  as H o w ;  

d e n ie d  th e  H a r m a n s ' re q u e s ts  f i r s t  to  d is m is s  th e  ca s e  a n d  th e n  to  le t  th e m  m o v e  t h e i r  d o g s  t 

A r iz o n a  w h i le  th e y  a w a it  a s e c o n d  t r ia l .  W h e th e r  th e  d o g s  c a n  r e m a in  in  S h e lb y  is  a n o th e r  r  

h o w e v e r .  T o o le  C o u n ty  S h e r i f f  D o n n a  M a to o n  t e s t i f ie d  th a t  th e  lo c a l 4 - H  c lu b  w a n ts  its  b u i 

b a c k  b y  th e  f i r s t  o f  A p r i l ,  a l th o u g h  she  s a id  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  m ig h t  be  w i l l i n g  to  e x te n d  th a t 

d e a d l in e .  T h e  r e g io n a l o f f ic e  o f  th e  H u m a n e  S o c ie ty  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  is  s c o u t in g  f o r  ne v  

to  h o u s e  " C a m p  C o l l i e , "  b u t  n o  d e a l h a s  b e e n  a n n o u n c e d .  O n  th e  w itn e s s  s ta n d , L e th c o e - H a  

d e s c r ib e d  th e  4 0 - f o o t - b v - 4 0 - f o o t  m e ta l Q u o n s e i h u t  a n d  f o u r  d o g  ru n s  a w a i t in g  th e  c o l l ie s  c  

H a n n a n s ' p r o p e r t y  s o u th  o f  W o o d r u f f ,  A r iz .  D e fe n s e  a t to r n e y  S c o t t  A lb e r s  p re s e n te d  an a f f i  

s ig n e d  b y  W in s lo w ,  A r i z . ,  v e te r in a r ia n  E m e rs o n  S c o n  n o t in g  th a t  th e  H a rm a n s ' n e w  k e n n e l 

h is  a p p r o v a l.  C o n ta c te d  la te r  M o n d a y ,  S c o t t  s a id  th e  k e n n e l w a s n 't  c o m p le te d  w h e n  he v i s i t  

in  D e c e m b e r ,  b u t  he  w a s  im p re s s e d  b y  th e  " e x t r e m e ly  b ig "  s iz e  o f  th e  f o u r  ru n s  a n d  b y  th e
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n .a rm a n s  m ie r c s i  in  t r e a t in g  t n e i r  u o g s  n u m a n e iy .  r a r c n is  s u m  m ie r c s i  i r e m c o e - n a r m a n  s a i 

ha s  g iv e n  h e r  p a re n ts ,  J im  a n d  N a n c y  L e th c o e ,  a  s e c u re d  in te r e s t  i n  th e  d o g s  in  e x c h a n g e  f o  

r o u g h ly  $ 3 0 ,0 0 0  th a t  she  c a n  a p p ly  to w a r d  h e r  le g a l b i l l s .  T h e  L e th c o e s  a re  l i v i n g  in  A r i z o n  

w o u ld  b e  a b le  to  c a re  f o r  th e  d o g s  w h i le  th e  c a s e  a g a in s t  th e  H a r m a n s  c o n t in u e s ,  L e th c o e -  

H a r m a n  s a id .  S h e  re p e a te d  h e r  d e s ire  to  a d o p t  o u t  a b o u t  7 0  o f  th e  c o l l ie s .  U n d e r  c ro s s -  

e x a m in a t io n ,  s h e  a c k n o w le d g e d  th a t  th e  k e n n e l p e r m it  g r a n te d  to  h e r  b y  N a v a jo  C o u n ty  w o  

a l lo w  a n  u n l im i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  a n im a ls .  A lb e r s  s p e n t  h a l f  an  h o u r  t r y in g  to  p r o v e  th a t  th e  re c  

k e e p in g  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  t r ia l  w a s  in a d e q u a te  a n d  th e re fo r e  g r o u n d s  f o r  r e je c t in g  a s e c o n d  t r i  

H o w a r d  d e n ie d  th e  m o t io n .  A lb e r s  a ls o  a rg u e d  th a t ,  g iv e n  th e  la c k  o f  e v id e n c e  d e m o n s tra te !  

th e  h u n g  j u r y ,  th e re  w a s  n o  p r o b a b le  c a u s e  to  g o  f o r w a r d  w i t h  th e  c a s e . W h e n  h e  o p e n e d  a  1 

b o o k  to  c i t e  a n  a rg u m e n t  h e  h a d n 't  in c lu d e d  in  h is  w r i t t e n  m o t io n ,  H o w a r d  s to p p e d  h im  a n d  

h im  c lo s e  th e  b o o k .  'R e t r ia l 's  a p p r o p r ia te ' M o n ta n a  h a s  a  lo n g  h is to r y  o f  h a n d l in g  m is t r ia ls ,  

H o w a r d  s a id .  " I  c a n 't  im a g in e  th e  le g is la tu r e  o r  th e  s ta te  S u p r e m e  C o u r t  w o u ld  h a v e  c re a te d  

C a tc h - 2 2  s i t u a t io n "  b y  w h ic h  a m is t r ia l  w o u ld  n e g a te  r e t r y in g  a c a s e , h e  s a id .  A lb e r s  s a id  h< 

a s k  th e  s ta te  S u p re m e  C o u r t  to  r e v ie w  th a t  d e c is io n ,  b u t  a g re e d  th a t  H o w a r d  s h o u ld n 't  w a i t  I 

h e a r  th e  re s u lts  b e fo r e  p r o c e e d in g .  T h e  b u lk  o f  th e  2 1 > -h o u r h e a r in g  w a s  s p e n t  d is c u s s in g  

L e th c o e - H a r m a n 's  d is s a t is fa c t io n  w i t h  th e  c a re  o f  th e  c o l l ie s  in  S h e lb y .  S h e  s a id  T o o le  C o m  

a u th o r i t ie s  n o t  o n ly  a l lo w e d  J o n  H a r m a n 's  p e rs o n a l f o x  t e r r ie r ,  K r y p t o n i t e ,  to  b e  s to le n  o u t  1 

u n d e r  th e m  a n d  n e u te re d ,  b u t  th e y  d o d g e d  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  th e  t h e f t  f o r  m o r e  th a n  a m o n th .  ’ 

d o g  d is a p p e a re d  t w o  d a y s  a f t e r  C h r is tm a s  a n d  w a s  r e tu r n e d  o n  V a le n t in e 's  D a y .  U n d e r  o a th  

T o o le  C o u n ty  U n d e r s h e r f f  D o n  U r 'e  s a id  h e  d id n 't  d is c lo s e  th e  in c id e n t  e a r l ie r  b e c a u s e  i t  v  

s t i l l  u n d e r  in v e s t ig a t io n  a n d  he  w a s n 't  c e r ta in  th e  H a r m a n s  th e m s e lv e s  h a d n 't  ta k e n  K r y p t o n  

H e  s a id  h e  a ls o  d id n 't  w a n t  to  u p s e t L e th c o e - H a r m a n  a n y  m o r e  th a n  she  a lre a r lv  w a s  in  l ig h t  

th e  u p c o m in g  t r ia l .  H e  t o ld  h e r  o f  th e  d o g 's  d is a p p e a ra n c e  th e  n ig h t  th e  m is u  d e c la re -

H a le  s a id  th e  d o g  w a s  t ra c e d  to  L e th b r id g e ,  A lb e r t a ,  r e s id e n t  K e r r y  L e e  K  fe lo n

c h a rg e s  a re  p e n d in g .  D id n ' t  k n o w  a b o u t  s u rg e ry  L e th c o e - H a r m a n ,  w h o  m  Ib y  t h i

m o n th s  a g o  to  b e  n e a r  th e  d o g s ,  a ls o  p ro te s te d  th a t  n o  o n e  t o ld  h e r  o r  a s k c  . „ r  p e r m is s io n  t 

p e r fo r m  s u r g e r y  o n  a 1 0 - v e a r - o ld  fe m a le  c o l l ie ,  L i n k .  T h e  d o g  d ie d  la s t  m o n th ,  a c o u p le  o f  i 

a f t e r  u n d e r g o in g  s u rg e ry  f o r  an  a n a l- re c ta l t u m o r  th a t  w a s  o b s t r u c t in g  h e r  b o w e ls .  M a to o n  s 

s h e  d id n ' t  t h in k  i t  w a s  n e c e s s a ry  to  in fo r m  L e th c o e - H a r m a n  e v e r y  t im e  o n e  o f  h e r  d o g s  n c e t  

m e d ic a l  t r e a tm e n t .  " T h e  a n im a ls  a re  u n d e r  m y  c a re  a n d  c u s to d y , "  M a to o n  s a id . I f  a p r o b le m  

a r is e s ,  " W e  ta k e  c a re  o f  i t .  W e  k e e p  a re c o rd  o f  i t . "  A lb e r s  t r ie d  to  m a k e  a n  is s u e  o f  th e  H u n  

S o c ie t y ’s in v o lv e m e n t  in  lo o k in g  f o r  n e w  C a m p  C o l l i e  s ite s .  L e th c o e - H a r m a n  s a id  Jean  L e a  

p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  W o r k in g  C o l l ie  A s s o c ia t io n  -  w h ic h  h a s  d o n a te d  te n s  o f  ih o u s a n  

d o l la r s  in  s u p p l ie s  a n d  m a n h o u rs  to w a r d  c a r in g  f o r  th e  c o l l ie s  — c o - o w n s  a c o l l ie  th a t ha s  

c o m p e te d  a g a in s t  L e th c o e - H a r m a n 's  a t s h o w s . A lb e r s  q u e s t io n e d  o p e n ly  w h e th e r  a l l  o f  th e  

m o n e y  ra is e d  b y  th e  H u m a n e  S o c ie ty  a n d  th e  A W C A  o n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  c o l l ie s  is  a c tu a l ly  g e t  

th e  d o g s .  'D o g s  to o  fa t ' L e th c o e - H a r m a n  a ls o  c o m p la in e d  th a t  l i f e  a t C a m p  C o l l i e  is  m a k in g  

d o g s  o b e s e . O n  a v e te r in a r ia n 's  s c a le  o f  1 to  9 , s h e  l ik e s  to  k e e p  h e r  d o g s  a t a 3  o r  4 , L e th c o >  

H a r m a n  s a id .  S h e  s a id  m o s t  o f  th e  d o g s  a re  n o w  a t 6  o r  7 a n d  s o m e  h a v e  re a c h e d  a 9 . " O n e  

m o r n in g  o n e  o f  th e  b itc h e s  c o u ld  b a r e ly  s ta n d  u p ,  s h e  w a s  s o  f a t , "  L e th c o e - H a r m a n  p ro te s te  

" T h a t  w a s n 't  th e  s a m e  o n e  th a t  h a d  to  be  c a r r ie d  o u t  o f  th e  t r u c k "  th e  n ig h t  o f  N o v .  1, a s k e d  

C o u n ty  A t to r n e y  Jo e  C o b le ,  w h o 's  h e lp in g  p ro s e c u te  th e  c a s e . V e te r in a r ia n s  te s t i f ie d  d u r in g  

f i r s t  t r ia l  th a t  a n u m b e r  o f  th e  H a r m a n s ' d o g s  w e re  so  e m a c ia te d  th e y  ra n k e d  a 2  o n  th e  scale 

H o w a r d  s a id  th e  d o g s  w e re  b e in g  t re a te d  w e l l  a n d  h u m a n e ly  u n d e r  T o o le  C o u n ty ’s c a re  a n d  

w o u ld  r e m a in  in  th e  c o u n ty 's  c u s to d y .  'A g r e e  o n  c a re ' T h e  ju d g e  o r d e r e d  b o th  s id e s  to  d r a f t  

a g re e m e n t  a d d re s s in g  th e  c a re  o f  th e  d o g s . A m o n g  o th e r  th in g s .  L c ih c o e - H a r m a r i  w a n ts  

p e r m is s io n  to  ta p e  th e  e a rs  o f  s h o w - w o r th y  c o l l ie s  so  th e y  w i l l  c u r l  th e  p r o p e r  d e g re e . H o w :  

t o ld  h e r  s h e 's  n o t  a l lo w e d  to  la k e  P a n a c h e  o u ts id e  T o o le  C o u n ty  e x c e p t  to  C u t  B a n k ,  w h ic h  

L e th c o e - H a r m a n  s a id  is  a f r e q u e n t  d e s t in a t io n .  T h e  ju d g e  w i l l  r e v ie w  m o t io n s  r e g a rd in g  the  

t r ia l  a t 10  a .m . A p r i l  4 .
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C a lg a r y  H e r a ld  a r t ic le  b y  D e b o r a h  T e t le y :

D o g  t r i a l  j u r o r  a d v is e s  p r o s e c u to r  to  s t ic k  1 0  " is s u e s "

D e b o r a h  T e t le y  C a lg a r y  H e r a ld

N o w  th a t  a  M o n ta n a  ju d g e  h a s  g ra n te d  a r e t r ia l  in  th e  in fa m o u s  S h e lb y  d o g  a b u s e  case , a  m i 

o f  th e  h u n g  j u r y  i n  th e  f i r s t  h e a r in g  h a s  a d v ic e  f o r  la w y e r s ,  d e fe n d a n ts  a n d  ju r o r s  in v o lv e d  t  

n e x t  r o u n d .  " T h e  t r ia l  k e p t  g e t t in g  r u n  o f f  th e  r a i ls  b y  is s u e s  th a t  h a d  n o th in g  to  d o  w i t h  th e  

c h a rg e s ,"  D a n  R o a r k ,  2 2 ,  s a id  M o n d a y .  " W e  h a d  a  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  th a t  w o u ld  c h a n g e  s o m e o n  

l i f e  f o r e v e r  -  a  r e a l ly  b ig  d e a l w e  a l l  t o o k  s e r io u s ly  -  a n d  a  l o t  o f  th e  te s t im o n y  w a s n 't  a b o u t 

a b u s e  c h a r g e s ."  R o a r k  w a s  o n  th e  s ix - p e r s o n  j u r y  th a t  b e c a m e  d e a d lo c k e d  in  J a n u a ry  a f te r  a 

s e v e n -d a y  a n im a l a b u s e  t r ia l  h e re .  H e  s a id  th e  c h a rg e s  a re  u n fo u n d e d  a n d  th e  d i r e  c o n d i t io n  

d o g s  d e s c r ib e d  d u r in g  t e s t im o n y  w a s  an " o v e r - e x a g g e r a t io n . "  A n  in te r n a t io n a l ly  k n o w n  c o l  

b re e d e r  f r o m  A la s k a ,  A th e n a  L e th c o e - H a r m a n ,  a n d  h e r  h u s b a n d ,  J o n  H a r m a n ,  w e re  e a c h  ch  

w i t h  1 8 1  c o u n ts  o f  a n im a l c r u e l t y  o n  O c t .  31  a f t e r  th e y  w e re  p u l le d  o v e r  a t th e  A lb e r ta - M o n  

b o r d e r  a t S w e e tg ra s s .  E x p e r t s  t e s t i f ie d  th e  171  d o g s ,  m o s t ly  c o l l ie s ,  a n d  1 0  c a ts  w e re  e m a c i. 

a n d  d e h y d r a te d .  " I  t h in k  th a t  w a s  o v e r - e x a g g e r a te d ,"  R o a r k ,  a d o g  o w n e r ,  s a id .  "S h e  d id  th e  

s h e  c o u ld  c o n s id e r in g  s h e  w a s  m o v in g  e v e r y th in g  sh e  o w n e d .  " I f  th e y  d id  a b u s e  th e  d o g s  - 1 

d o n 't  t h in k  th e y  d id  -  th e  p r o s e c u t io n  d id  n o t  p r o v e  i t  b e y o n d  a re a s o n a b le  d o u b t , "  R o a r k  sa i 

l i k e  to  se e  h e r  g e t  h e r  d o g s  b a c k . "  R o a r k  s p o k e  o u t  f o r  th e  f i r s t  t im e  o n  th e  s a m e  d a y  T e to n  

C o u n ty  J u s t ic e  P e te  H o w a r d  r e je c te d  s e v e ra l m o t io n s  f r o m  th e  d e fe n d a n t 's  la w y e r ,  S c o t t  A l l  

to  d is m is s  th e  c a se . I n  an  u n u s u a l t w is t ,  h o w e v e r ,  H o w a r d  a l lo w e d  L e th c o e - H a r m a n  to  ta k e  

o f  h e r  1 7 1  d o g s  to  h e r  r e n ta l u n i t  in  S h e lb y  to  l i v e  w i t h  h e r  u n t i l  th e  c a s e  w ra p s  u p . C o u r t  he 

th e  o w n e r  is  a " b r i t t l e "  d ia b e t ic  a n d  th e  " m e d ic a l a le r t "  d o g ,  n a m e d  P a n a c h e , is  a b le  to  d e te c  

b lo o d  s u g a r .  " I  d id n 't  t h in k  i t  w a s  a n  u n re a s o n a b le  r e q u e s t , "  H o w a r d  s a id ,  a d d in g  he  d e n ie d  

m o t io n  to  h a v e  a l l  th e  d o g s  r e tu r n e d .  " I  d o n 't  d o u b t  h e r  a b i l i t y  to  c a re  f o r  th is  d o g  a n d  a p p a r  

she  h a s  a v a l id  m e d ic a l c o n c e r n . "  T h is  is  th e  s a m e  d o g  th a t  g a v e  b i r t h  to  a l i t t e r  th e  n ig h t  o f  

s e iz u re .  H o w a r d  a ls o  in d ic a te d  th e  d e fe n c e  in te n d s  to  a p p e a l M o n d a y ’s r u l in g  to  th e  M o n ta n  

S u p re m e  C o u r t .  A lb e r s  c o u ld  n o t  b e  re a c h e d  f o r  c o m m e n t  M o n d a y .  H o w a r d  p la n s  to  se t a n 

t r ia l  d a te  A p r i l  4 . " W e  a re  s ta r t in g  a n e w ,"  h e  s a id .  " B o th  p a n ic s  a re  in  th e  s a m e  p o s it io n  th e  

w e re  b a c k  in  N o v e m b e r . "  C a lg a r ia n  D e e  C la i r ,  w h o 's  tw ic e  v o lu n te e r e d  a t th e  S h e lb y  fa ir g n  

w h e re  th e  d o g s  a re  h o u s e d , w a s  r e l ie v e d  at th e  d e c is io n .  " I  w a s  so  a n x io u s  a l l  d a y , "  she  s a id  

c o u ld n ' t  s ta n d  i t  a n y m o re  s o  I  c a l le d  th e  c o u r th o u s e .  " A s  s o o n  as I h e a rd  th e  n e w s , th e  k n o t  

s to m a c h  w e n t  a w a y . "  R o a r k  s a id  a l th o u g h  th e  j u r y  v o te d  5 -1  in  f a v o u r  o f  th e  d e fe n d a n ts ,  i t  ■ 

as c u t  a n d  d r y  as i n i t i a l l y  th o u g h t .  R o a r k  s a id  o n e  m a n  c o u ld n ' t  m a k e  u p  h is  m in d .  T h e  s a m t 

a ls o  s a id  h e  w o u ld  o n ly  f in d  th e  c o u p le  n o t  g u i l t y  i f  th e  ju d g e  im p o s e d  a p r o b a t io n  p r o v is io i  

w o u ld  see  o f f i c ia ls  v is i t  th e  d o g s  r o u t in e ly  in  A r iz o n a  a n d  m o n i t o r  t h e i r  h e a lth .  " W e  d id n ’t \  

th e  a u t h o r i t y  to  d o  th a t , "  R o a r k  s a id ,  a d d in g  th e  o th e r  ju r o r s  w e re  " c o n v in c e d  b e y o n d  a 

re a s o n a b le  d o u b t "  o f  th e  c o u p le 's  in n o c e n c e .  R o a r k  s a id  it  s h o u ld  b e  e x p e c te d  n e a r ly  2 0 0  an 

h o u s e d  in  a  1 3 .7 -  b y  2 .4 -m e t re  t r a i l e r  f o r  e ig h t  d a y s  a n d  3 ,8 0 0  k i lo m e t r e s  w o u ld  b e  in  b a d  si 

" S u re ,  th e  t r ip  w a s  to u g h  o n  t h e m , "  he  s a id . " T h e y  w e re  in  p e n s  m o s t  o f  th e  t im e ,  b u t  th a t  dc 

m e a n  sh e  tre a te d  th e m  a n y  d i f f e r e n t ly  th a n  a n y o n e  e ls e  w o u ld . "  M o s t  o f  th e  j u r y  w a s  c o n v i i  

th e  c o u p le  le t  th e  d o g s  o u t  o f  th e  t r a i le r  to  w a lk ,  w a te r  a n d  fe e d  th e m  o n  a r e g u la r  b a s is , R o : 

s a id .  C o u r t  h e a rd  H a rm a n  s le p t  w h i le  h is  w i fe  le t  th e  a n im a ls  o u t  f o r  u p  to  n in e  h o u rs  at a ti 

S o m e t im e s  he  w o u ld  h e lp  h e r  m o v e  th e  h e a v y  fe n c in g .  " W e  s a w  p ic tu r e s  o f  h e r  at th e  b o rd e  

f r e e z in g  in  n o th in g  b u t  a p o n c h o  a n d  ta k in g  c a re  o f  th e  a n im a ls  b y  h e r s e l f , "  R o a r k  s a id . " I  ti 

th e  e v id e n c e  w e  w e re  s h o w n  o f  s o m e  d o g s  w a s  o n ly  o f  th e  w o r s t  c o n d i t io n s . "  T w o  v e te r in a i 

a n d  th e  d i r e c t o r  o f  th e  U .S .  H u m a n e  S o c ie ty  t e s t i f ie d  th e  d o g s  w e re  in  s o m e  o f  th e  w o rs t  ph  

s h a p e  t h e y 'd  seen  in  t h e ir  c a re e rs . T h e  d e fe n c e  h a s  m a in ta in e d  th a t  a n  o v e r n ig h t  d e la y  at th e  

b o r d e r  c a u s e d  th e  a n im a ls  to  b e c o m e  th in ,  d is e a s e d  a n d  d e h y d ra te d .  O n e  d o g  d ie d  a f te r  b rea  

in  its  o w n  w a s te . R o a r k  s a id  i t  d id n 't  m a t te r  th a t th e  d e fe n c e  a d m it te d  l y i n g  to  s e v e ra l a u th o i
* * * .» i r  i  • .* « it v i i  • i
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a lo n g  tn e  w a y  a o o u t  tn e  n u m o e r  o r  d o g s  in  tn e  t r u c K .  i t  w a s n 't  e n o u g n  t o  c o n v in c e  us  s n e  a  

o r  n e g le c te d  h e r  d o g s , "  h e  s a id .  " I  n e e d e d  m o r e  e v id e n c e  o f  a b u s e ."  R o a r k  i n i t i a l l y  b e l ie v e d  

H a n n a n s  w e r e  g u i l t y  a n d  b e g a n  t o  c h a n g e  h is  m in d  w h e n  th e  t r i a l  v is i t e d  C a m p  C o l l ie .  " S h t  

■ kn e w  a l l  th e  d o g s  b y  n a m e , "  h e  s a id  o f  L e th c o e - H a r m  a n . " M a y b e  s h e  w a s  m a k in g  i t  u p ,  b u t  

t h o u g h t  th a t  w a s  im p r e s s iv e  a n d  s h o w e d  sh e  c a re d  a b o u t  th e m  a l l  i n d i v i d u a l l y . "

te t le y d @ th e h e r a ld .s o u th a m .c a

J a n . 2 2 ,  2 0 0 3

U P D A T E  1 /2 2 /0 3  o n  t h e  M o n t a n a  C o l l ie s

S t a t e m e n t  b y  A W C A  P r e s id e n t  J e a n  L e v i t t ,  f r o m  S h e lb y ,  M T

♦ P e r m is s io n  t o  c r o s s p o s t *

A t  9  A M  o p e n in g  a r g u m e n t s  b e g a n .  A t h e n a  L e t h c o e - H a r m a n  a n d  J o h n  H a r m a n  w e r e  

c h a r g e d  w i t h  1 8 1  c o u n t s  o f  a n im a l  c r u e l t y .  T h e  o r i g i n a l  c h a r g e  o f  1 8 2  c o u n t s  w a s  c h a n  

b e c a u s e  a u t h o r i t i e s  o r i g i n a l l y  t h o u g h t  t h e r e  w e r e  1 1  c a t s  in s te a d  o f  1 0 .

D e fe n s e  a t t o r n e y  S c o t t  A lb e r s  s t r e s s e d  t h e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e  V a l i a n t  k e n n e l  b e c a u s e  o l 

g e n e t ic  w o r k  1 H a r m a n  w a s  d o in g  o v e r  t h e  p a s t  2 0  y e a r s  w i t h  c o l l i e  e y e  a n o m a ly .  H> 

e x p la in e d  s h e  n e e d e d  a  la r g e  a m o u n t  o f  d o g s  t o  c a r r y  o u t  h e r  w o r k .  H e  e x p la in e d  th e  

H a r m a n s  w e r e  m o v in g  t o  A r i z o n a :  1 , b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  w e a t h e r ;  2 ,  l a r g e r  p o p u la t io n  to  s< 

u n n e e d e d  d o g s  to  k e e p  n u m b e r  o f  d o g s  d o w n .  H e  e x p la in e d  t h e  n o r m a l  p r a c t i c e  in  A la  

w a s  t o  j u s t  s h o o t  a l l  d o g s  n o  lo n g e r  n e e d e d  in  a  k e n n e l .  S h e  c h o s e  to  t r u c k  th e  e x c e s s  d i 

A r i z o n a  r a t h e r  t h a n  s h o o t  t h e m ;  3 ,  m o r e  s t u d  d o g s  a v a i la b l e ;  4 ,  m a n y  E u r o p e a n s  a r e  

in te r e s t e d  in  h e r  d o g s .  I n  A r i z o n a  s h e  c a n  s h ip  m o r e  d o g s  t o  E u r o p e ;  5 ,  s h e  is  d ia b e t ic  

n e e d e d  a  w a r m e r  c l im a t e .

A lb e r s  s t re s s e d  h o w  c a r e f u i l y  th e  H a r m a n s  p la n n e d  t h e  t r i p  to  e n s u r e  i t  w o u ld  g o  w e l l  

b e c a u s e  o f  th e  im p o r t a n c e  o f  A K C  r e g is t r a t io n .

P r o s e c u t o r  M e r l e  R a p h ,  a s s is te d  b y  T e t o n  C o u n t y  a t t o r n e y  J o e  C o b le ,  c a l le d  U .S .  C u s i  

I n s p e c t o r  R u s s e l l  H a n c o c k  o f  th e  P o r t  o f  S w e e tg r a s s .  H a n c o c k  t e s t i f ie d  th e  H a r m a n s  s; 

t h e y  w e r e  t r a n s p o r t i n g  1 0 5  d o g s ,  a n d  t h a t  e a c h  d o g  h a d  i t s  o w n  k e n n e l  e x c e p t  f o r  a  f c v  

p u p p ie s .  C o n c e r n e d  t h a t  th e  d o g s  n e e d e d  fo o d  a n d  w a t e r ,  h e  s t a t e d  h e  d is c u s s e d  th is  w  

M s .  H a r m a n .  S h e  r e p l ie d  t h e y  d i d n ' t  h a v e  a n y  f o o d .  T h e  d e fe n s e  p o in t e d  o u t  i t  h a d  o n l  

b e e n  1 2  h o u r s  s in c e  t h e y  h a d  b e e n  la s t  l t d  a n d  w a t e r e d .  H e  s t a t e d  s h e  w a n t e d  to  b u y  f< 

b u t  t h a t  i t  w a s  1 0 :3 0  a t  n i g h t  a n d  th e  n e a r e s t  o p e n  s t o r e  w a s  a b o u t  6 0  m i le s  a w a y  T h e j  

s o m e  w a t e r  in  a  b lu e  p la s t ic  b a r r e l  A c c o r d in g  t o  th e  in s p e c t o r  a t  S w e e tg r a s s ,  th e  o n ly  I 

o n  t h e  t r u c k  w a s  in  th e  b o t t o m  o f  t h e  c r a te s  s o a k e d  i n  u r i n e  a n d  f e c a l  m a t e r i a l  I n s p e c t  

H a n c o c k  t e s t i f ie d  h e  d e t a in e d  th e  H a r m a n s  t o  g e t  a  v e t e r i n a r i a n  to  c h e c k  t h e  o v e r a l l  h  

o f  t h e  a n im a ls  H e  s a id  i t  w a s  a n  u n u s u a l  c a s e .

D e p u t y  S h e r i f f  M i k e  L a m ie  d e s c r ib e d  i n c h in g  h is  w a y  t o  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  t r u c k  s id e w a )  

a lo n g  th e  f i l t h y  n a r r o w  a is le  a f t e r  th e  c h a in l i n k  f e n c in g  p a n e ls  w e r e  r e m o v e d  H e  d e s c r  

th e  u r i n e  a n d  fe c a l m a t e r i a l  t h a t  d r i p p e d  o n t o  h is  u n i f o r m  f r o m  th e  c r a t e s  p i le d  u p  o n  

s id e s  o f  t h e  t r u c k  H e  lo o k e d  i n t o  th e  p e n s  w i t h  h is  f l a s h l i g h t  a n d  s a w  th e  c o l l ie s  w e t  w i i  

u r i n e  a n d  fe c a l m a t e r i a l  H e  d e s c r ib e d  th e  f o u l  s m e l l ,  t h e  0  d e g r e e  t e m p e r a t u r e ,  a n d  th< 

f r o z e n  c o n d e n s a t io n  o n  th e  c e i l in g  o f  th e  p o o r l y  v e n t i l a t e d  t r u c k  H e  c a l le d  th e  T o o le  C  

S h e r i f f s  O f f i c e  in  S h e lb y  a n d  r e p o r t e d  h is  f i n d in g s  t o  t h e n - U n d e r s h e r i lT  D o n n a  M a l o i  

a ls o  c a l le d  in  D r .  H a r d e e  C l a r k ,  S h e lb y  v e t e r i n a r i a n ,  to  a s s e s s  th e  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  d o g  

p o r t a b l e  fe n c e  p a n e ls  f r o m  th e  t r u c k  w e r e  s e t u p  o u t s id e ,  a n d  a b o u t  2 0  d o g s  w e r e  o f f lo  

H e  t e s t i f ie d  M s .  H a r m a n  b e g a n  g i v in g  th e  d o g s  w a t e r ,  a n d  a t t e m p t e d  to  s c o o p  o u t  f i l t h  

th e  b o t t o m  o f  s o m e  c r a t e s  H e  d e s c r ib e d  t w o  c o l l ie s  s e p a r a te d  f r o m  th e  o t h e r s ,  n o t  d r i n  

w a t e r ,  a n d  a p p e a r in g  l is t le s s  D e p u t y  L a m ie  t e s t i f i e d  D r .  C l a r k  a s k e d  M s .  H a r m a n  w in  

t w o  d o g s  a p p e a r e d  u n w e l l ,  a n d  w e r e  s e p a r a te d  S h e  s a id  t h e y  w e r e  s e p a r a te d  b e c a u s e  t  

w e r e  r e c o v e r in g  f r o m  n a r v n . A  D e n u t v  L a m ie  e x n lu in e d  h e  f e l t  a  c r im e  w a s  h e in e
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Defense attorney Albers pointed out Ms. Harman was diligently watering the 15-20 do 
the pen, and cleaning their empty crates He reviewed Deputy Lamie's written report a 
asked him about his statement, Frozen particles o f liquid in the dogs fur. Albers explai 
there had been a flood in Alaska before the Harmans began their trip.
P r o s e c u t o r  M e r l e  R a p h  c a l le d  D r .  J a m e s  B e c k e r ,  D V M ,  t h e  P o r t  o f  S w e e tg r a s s  v e t e r i n  

H e  d e s c r ib e d  t h e  s a n i t a t io n  V e r y  f i l t h y ,  f i l t h y  c a g e s ,  f i l t h y  a n im a ls ,  a n d  s o m e  c le a n in g  

t a k e n  p la c e  b e f o r e  I  g o t  t h e r e .  H e  a s s e s s e d  th e  o v e r a l l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  t h e  d o g s ,  s a w  o n e  d ( 

b a s ic a l ly  O U T ,  c o u ld n ' t  g e t  u p ,  d ie d  s h o r t l y .  H i s  d e c is io n  M u s t  c le a n  u p  s i t u a t i o n  a s  so 

p o s s ib le  a n d  g e t  th o s e  d o g s  t r e a t e d .  H e  f u r t h e r  s t a t e d ,  D o g s  w e r e  d e f i n i t e l y  o n  th e  t h i n  

w a n t e d  t o  s e e  i f  th e s e  c r i t t e r s  w e r e  a b le  to  s t a n d .  H e  t e s t i f ie d  h e  a s k e d  M s .  H a r m a n ,  W  

h a p p e n e d ?  S h e  e x p la in e d ,  F i r e .  H e  t e s t i f ie d  h e  a s k e d  i f  s h e  h a d  c o n s id e r e d  a b o r t i n g  t h  

m is s io n  H e  t e s t i f ie d  t h a t  s h e  s a id  s h e  d i d n ' t  t h i n k  t h e y  w o u ld  m a k e  i t  t h r o u g h  th e  w i n t  

A la s k a .

C o u r t  w a s  t h e n  a d jo u r n e d  u n t i l  9  A M  T h u r s d a y .  T h e  t r i a l  is  e x p e c te d  t o  la s t  t h r o u g h  

F r id a y .

T h e a  S p e r l i n e ,  p r o fe s s io n a l  g r o o m e r  K a y  B u l l a r d ,  a n d  I  d r o v e  o u t  t o  C a m p  C o l l i e  t o d :  

s e e  t h e  d o g s  a t  lu n c h t im e .  T h e y  a r e  c le a n ,  w e l l  f e d ,  a n d  o f  c o u r s e  c o n t i n u in g  t o  r e c e iv e  

v e t e r i n a r y  c a r e .  T h e  d o g  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  s e r io u s  h e r n i a  h a s  h a d  s u r g e r y  a n d  is  r e c o v e r i r  

n i c e ly .  A W C A  is  p r o u d  to  b e  a b le  t o  p a y  h is  b iM , a n d  w e  t h a n k  t h e  a n im a l  c o m m u n i t y  

m a k in g  t h a t  p o s s ib le .

C a lm ly ,  J e a n  L e v i t t ,  P r e s id e n t  A W C A  L i s a  K in g ,  A W C A  D i r e c t o r  A W C A  R e s c u e  O f f  

a n d  M e m b e r s  o f  A W C A

I f  y o u  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  a s s is t  A W C A  w i t h  t h is  r e s c u e  e f f o r t ,  y o u  m a y  s e n d  a  c h e c k  t o :  

B e t h a n y  B u r k e  A W C A  T r e a s u r e r  2 8 0 7  L e e  T r e v i n o  C o u r t  S h a l im a r ,  F L  3 2 5 7 9  

M a k e  t h e  c h e c k  o u t  to  A W C A  a n d  in  th e  m e m o  a r e a  n o te :  c o l l i e  r e s c u e - m e d ic a l ,  c o l l ie  

r e s c u e - s ta in le s s  s te e l,  o r  c o l l ie  r e s c u e - g e n e r a l .

committed.
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□  H o m e  p .  N e w s  □ C o m m u n i t ie s  □ E x p lo r e  □ C la s s i f i e d s  □ C o u p o n s  □ C a r s  □ C a r e e r s

. G i v e  a  M a l l  | 
m  G i f t  C e r t i f i c a t e .  J

N e w s

S E C T I O N S

□  L o c a l N e w s  
N e w s from  G re a t F a lls  
and N o rth ce n tra l 
M on ta na
□  O b itu a r ie s  

T o d a y 's  o b itu a rie s  fro m  
the  T rib u n e  •
□  L o c a l S p o r ts  

A re a  h igh  sc h o o l an d  
c o lle g e  sp o rts
□  O p in io n  
E d ito ria ls  from  the 
T rib u n e
□  W e a th e r  
F o reca s t and  la te s t 
co n d itio n s

T e c h n o lo g y  
Y o u r gu ide  to  The 'N et. 
gadg e ts , gam es and  
m ore .
□  N a tio n /W o r ld  
B rea k in g  h e ad lin es  fro m  
T he  A s s o c ia te d  P ress

1 f= . ‘J E m a i l  th is  s to r y  
S a tu rd a y , M a rc h  2 2 , 2 0 0 3

A t t o r n e y  a s k s  h i g h  c o u r t  t o  r e j e c t  c o l l i e  

r e t r i a l

B y  C A R O L BR AD LEY

Tribune S ta lf W riter

T h e  a t to r n e y  f o r  a c c u s e d  c o l l i e  a b u s e rs  J o n  H a r m a n  a n d  A th e n a  L e th c o e -  

H a r m a n  is  a s k in g  M o n ta n a 's  S u p re m e  C o u r t  to  r u le  o u t  a r e t r ia l  o f  th e  

a n im a l c r u e l t y  c a s e  o n  g r o u n d s  th a t  th e  H a r m a n s  s h o u ld n 't  b e  t r ie d  tw ic e  

f o r  th e  s a m e  a l le g e d  c r im e .

E v e n  i f  th e  S u p re m e  C o u r t  v o te s  d o w n  th e  m o t io n  i t  c o u ld  d e la y  th e  

s e c o n d  t r ia l ,  w h ic h  .vas t e n ta t iv e ly  p la n n e d  f o r  m id -  to  la t e - A p r i l .

T h e  h ig h  c o u r t  t y p ic a l ly  g iv e s  th e  o p p o s in g  s id e  15  to  3 0  d a y s  to  re s p o n d  

to  s u c h  m o t io n s ,  th e n  a c ts  o n  th e  ca s e  a  m o n th  o r  t w o  la te r ,  a s s is ta n t  c le r k  

J o n i H o l l i d a y  s a id . I n  th is  c a s e , T o o le  C o u n ty  A t t o r n e y  M e r le  R a p h  s a id  

h e 'l l  a s k  th e  h ig h  c o u r t  to  e x p e d ite  m a t te r s  in  h o p e s  o f  m e e t in g  th e  

s c h e d u le d  t r ia l  d a te .

T e to n  C o u n ty  J u s t ic e  o f  th e  P e a c e  P e te  H o w a r d  s a id  A lb e r s ’ m o t io n  

d e f in i t e ly  c o u ld  a f f e c t  th e  t r ia l  d a te .

H o w a r d  to o k  o v e r  th e  case  a f t e r  T o o le  C o u n ty  J u s t ic e  o f  th e  P e a c e  J a n ic e  

F r e e la n d  re c u s e d  h e r s e l f  w h e n  th e  f i r s t  t r ia l  e n d e d  in  a h u n g  j u r y  in  

J a n u a ry .  H e  re je c te d  a s im i la r  " d o u b le  je o p a r d y "  m o t io n  f r o m  d e fe n s e  

a t to r n e y  S c o t t  A lb e r s  o n  M a r c h  3 , s id in g  in s te a d  w i t h  R a p h ,  w h o  a rg u e d  

th a t  j u r y  v e r d ic ts  m u s t  b e  u n a n im o u s  in  M o n ta n a  a n d  th a t  d o u b le - je o p a r d y  

th e o r ie s  d o n 't  a p p ly  to  h u n g  ju r ie s  in  J u s t ic e  C o u r t .

T h e  S u p re m e  C o u r t  r e c e iv e d  A lb e r s '  m o t io n  T h u r s d a y .

M e a n w h i le ,  R u p h  is  a s k in g  H o w a r d  to  h o ld  th e  t r ia l  s o m e w h e re  o th e r  th a n  

S h e lb y ,  w h e re  p u b l i c i t y  a b o u t  th e  c a s e  h a s  m a d e  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  f in d  ju r o r s  

w h o  h a v e n 't  a lr e a d y  fo r m e d  an  o p in io n  a b o u t  th e  H a r m a n s ' g u i l t .

T o o le  C o u n ty  s h e r i f f s  o f f i c ia l s  a r re s te d  th e  H a r m a n s ,  a N i k i s k i ,  A la s k a ,  

c o u p le ,  N o v .  1 a f te r  U .S . C u s to m s  in s p e c to r s  d is c o v e r e d  1 6 6  c o l l ie s ,  f iv e  

o th e r  d o g s  a n d  10 c a ts  c r o w d e d  in to  th e  b a c k  o f  th e  c o u p le 's  t r a c to r  t r a i le r
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w h e n  th e y  t r ie d  to  c ro s s  th e  C a n a d ia n  b o r d e r  in t o  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s .

T h e  H a r m a n s  w e re  h e a d e d  to  a  n e w  h o m e  in  A r iz o n a .  T h e y  h a d  

t ra n s p o r te d  th e  a n im  - j  2 ,2 4 0  m i le s  o v e r  n in e  d a y s .  T h e  d o g s  w e re  

d e h y d ra te d ,  w e a k  a n d  s ic k .  O n e  d ie d  la te r  th a t  d a y .

T h e  H a r m a n s  e a c h  fa c e  a  m a x im u m  o f  s ix  m o n th s  in  j a i l  a n d - o r  a $ 5 0 0  

f in e  f o r  e a c h  o f  18 1  c o u n ts  o f  m is d e m e a n o r  a n im a l c r u e l t y .

S in c e  t h e i r  a r re s t,  m o s t  o f  th e  c o u p le 's  c o l l ie s  h a v e  b e e n  h o u s e d  a t th e  

M a r ia s  F a ir g r o u n d s  j u s t  o u ts id e  S h e lb y ,  w h e r e  p a id  s e a rc h  a n d  re s c u e  

w o r k e r s  a n d  a s m a l l  c o r e  o f  v o lu n te e r s  h a v e  k e p t  th e m  fe d ,  w a te re d  a n d  

e x e rc is e d .

T h e  fa ir 's  l i v e s t o c k  c o m m i t t e e  w a n te d  th e  d o g s  o u t  o f  th e  4 - H  b u i ld in g  b y  

A p r i l  1, b u t  a g re e d  to  e x te n d  th e  d e a d l in e  u n t i l  M a y  1, U n d e r s h e r i f f  D o n  

H a le  s a id .  O f f i c i a l s  a re  e y e in g  a  c o u p le  o f  p o s s ib le  a l te r n a t iv e  s ite s  in  

T o o le  C o u n ty  to  m o v e  th e  d o g s  as w e l l  as a p o s s ib le  s i te  in  G re a t F a lls .

T h e  f a c i l i t y  in  G re a t  F a l ls  h a s  f i v e  fe n c e d  a c re s  • -  id e a l f o r  w a lk in g  th e  

d o g s  - -  a n d  is  n e a r  N o r th  S ta r  B o u le v a r d ,  L in d a  H u g h e s ,  d i r e c to r  o f  th e  

H u m a n e  S o c ie ty  o f  C a s c a d e  C o u n ty ,  c o n f i r m e d  F r id a y .  S h e  d id  n o t  h a v e  

th e  e x a c t  a d d re s s .

M o v in g  th e  d o g s  to  G re a t  F a l ls  w o u ld  g iv e  a m u c h - n e e d e d  b re a k  to  S h e lb y  

re s id e n ts ,  w h o  h a v e  b o m e  th e  b r u n t  o f  th e  a n im a ls ' c a re .  B u t  " w e  h a v e  to  

r e m e m b e r  th a t  e v e n  th o u g h  th e y  a re  b e a u t i f u l  a n im a ls ,  th e y 'r e  a ls o  

e v id e n c e , "  H u g h e s  s a id .

T o o le  C o u n ty  S h e r i f f  D o n , .a  M a to o n  u l t im a t e ly  w i l l  d e c id e  w h e re  to  m o v e  

th e  d o e s .

H o u s in g  is  n e c e s s a ry  b e c a u s e , e v e n  i f  th e  s e c o n d  t r ia l  is  o v e r  b y  M a y  1, 

th e  v e r d ic t  c o u ld  b e  a p p e a le d  to  D i s t r i c t  C o u r t .

T h e  A m e r ic a n  W o r k in g  C o l l i e  A s s o c ia t io n  is  n o w  p a y in g  f o r  t w o  to  th re e  

w o r k e r s  to  c le a n  th e  p e n s  o f  th e  d o g s ,  b u t  a h a l f  d o z e n  v o lu n te e r s  - -  m o re  

o n  w e e k e n d s  — d e v o te  h o u rs  a d a y  to  w a lk in g  th e m .

T o o le  C o u n ty  E x te n s io n  A g e n t  T y le r  L a n e  s a id  4 - H  f o lk s  n e e d  t im e  to  

s a n it iz e  th e  b u i ld in g  a n d  p o u r  a c o n c r e te  f l o o r  b e fo r e  th e  f a i r  s ta r ts  in  m id -  

J u ly .  T h e  f lo o r  w a s  p la n n e d  b e fo r e  th e  c o l l ie s '  a r r iv a l .

" T h e  q u ic k e r  th e  d o g s  a re  m o v e d  th e  le s s  c h a n c e  o f  d is e a s e  b e in g  

t r a n s fe r re d  to  l i v e s t o c k , "  L a n e  s a id .

T h e  c o l l ie s  h a v e  s u f fe r e d  f r o m  a h a l f  d o z e n  p a ra s ite s ,  in c lu d in g  g ia rd ia ,  

c o c c id ia ,  e a r  m ite s ,  r in g w o r m  a n d  h o o k w o r m .  T h e  w o r s t  is  h o o k w o r m ,  

s a id  D r .  H a rd e e  C la r k ,  th e  S h e lb y  v e te r in a r ia n  w h o  h a s  b e e n  t r e a t in g  the
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d o g s .

A s id e  f r o m  th e  c o l l ie s ,  " w e  j u s t  d o n 't  h a v e  h o o k w o r m  in  th is  a re a ,"  C la r k  

s a id .  " B u t  n o w  w e 'v e  g o t  c o n ta m in a te d  g r o u n d  th e re .  I f  w e  h a v e  a m i ld ,  

m o is t  s u m m e r  w e  c o u ld  r e a l ly  c a u s e  a n  in fe s t a t io n  o f  h o o k w o r m . "

H e  a d d e d , h o w e v e r ,  th a t  h o o k w o r m  is  " v e r y  s p e c ie s  s p e c i f ic "  a n d  th a t  

w h i le  d o g s  a n d  c a ts  m ig h t  b e  a t r is k ,  th e  c o l l ie s '  h o o k w o r m  w o u ld  n o t  

s p re a d  to  h o rs e s ,  c a t t le ,  s h e e p  o r  p ig s .

R o u g h ly  7 0  c a t t le ,  8 0  p ig s  a n d  2 5  la m b s  f r o m  T o o le ,  L ib e r t y ,  G la c ie r  a n d  

P o n d e ra  c o u n t ie s  a re  e x p e c te d  to  b e  s h o w n  i . .  th e  f a c i l i t y  d u r in g  f a i r  w e e k  

J u ly  1 6 -2 0 ,  L a n e  s a id .

C la r k  s a id  c o l l ie  c a re g iv e rs  h a v e  b e e n  " p r e t t y  g o o d "  a b o u t  s c o o p in g  p o o p  

in  th e  f i e l d  n e x t  to  th e  b a m  w h e r e  th e  d o g s  a re  w a lk e d .  H e  s a id  h a r r o w in g  

th e  s o i l  a ro u n d  th e  b u i ld in g  w o u ld  h e lp  d r y  o u t  th e  s o i l  a n d  p re v e n t  th e  

s p re a d  o f  p a ra s ite s .  .

L e g a l m a n e u v e r in g  c o n t in u e s  b e h in d  th e  s c e n e s  as w e l l .  W h e n  a s e c o n d  

c o l l ie  d ie d  M a r c h  7 , A lb e r s  f i l e d  a m o t io n  a s k in g  th a t  a f o r e n s ic  a u to p s y  

b e  p e r fo r m e d .  H o w a r d  r u le d  th a t  a n e c r o p s y  w o u ld  s u f f ic e .

W h a t  d i f f e r e n c e  an a u to p s y  w o u ld  m a k e  w a s  u n c le a r  A lb e r s  w a s  n o t  

a v a i la b le  f o r  c o m m e n t  F r id a y .

T h e  re s u lts  o f  th e  n e c ro p s y  a re n 't  y e t  b a c k  f r o m  th e  s la te ,  C la r k  s a id  

F r id a y .

U  H o m e ► N e w s  □  C o m m u n i t ie s  ( J  E x p lo re  C la s s i f ie d s  ^  C o u p o n s  ^ J C a r s  ^ C a r e e r s
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G j L o c a l N e w s  
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C2 O b itu a r ie s  
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T u e s d a y , M a rc h  4 , 2 0 0 3

C o l l i e  o w n e r s  t o  b e  t r i e d  a g a i n  o n  a n i m a l  

c r u e l t y  c h a r g e s

B y C A R O L B R A D LE Y

Tribune Staff W riter

C H O T E A U  — J o n  t la r m a n  a n d  A th e n a  L e th c o e - H a r m a n  o f  A la s k a  w i l l  be  

t r ie d  a  s e c o n d  t im e  o n  a n im a l  c r u e l t y  c h a rg e s  s te m m in g  f r o m  th e  

d is c o v e r y  o f  18 1  c o l l ie s  a n d  o th e r  a n im a ls  in  t h e i r  t r a c t o r  t r a i l e r  la s t  f a l l ,  a 

T e to n  C o u n ty  ju s t i c e  o f  th e  p e a c e  r u le d  M o n d a y .

T h e  t r ia l  is  e x p e c te d  to  ta k e  p la c e  in  m id  to  la te  A p r i l  a f te r  h e 's  h a d  a 

c h a n c e  to  s o r t  t h r o u g h  m o t io n s .  J u d g e  P e te  H o w a r d  s a id .  H e ' l l  d e te r m in e  

th e  lo c a t io n  o f  th e  t r ia l  in  a  m a t te r  o f  w e e k s ,  d e p e n d in g  in  p a r t  o n  w h e th e r  

a c h a n g e  o f  v e n u e  is  re q u e s te d .

T h e  H a rm a n s  a s k e d , b u t  H o w a r d  r e fu s e d  to  g iv e  th e m  c u s to d y  o f  t h e i r  

a n im a ls  in  th e  m e a n t im e ,  w i t h  o n e  e x c e p t io n :  L e th c o e - H a r m a n ,  a d ia b e t ic ,  

m a y  r e c la im  a s h o r t - h a i r e d  c o l l ie  s h e  s a y s  h e lp s  a le r t  h e r  w h e n  h e r  b i j o d  

s u g a r  is  a b o u t  to  d r o p .

E v e n  i f  th e  d o g ,  P a n a c h e ,  h a d  n o  m e d ic a l  in t u i t i o n ,  " D o g s  a re  p r e t t y  n ic e  

to  h a v e  a r o u n d , "  H o w a r d  s a id .

T h a t  w a s  h is  o n ly  c o n c e s s io n  to  th e  H a r m a n s  o f  N i k i s k i ,  A la s k a .

T h e  c o u p le  w a s  a r re s te d  la s t  N o v .  1 a f t e r  U .S .  c u s to m s  in s p e c to rs  

d is c o v e re d  1 6 6  c o l l ie s ,  f i v e  o th e r  d o g s  a n d  10 c a ts  c r a m m e d  in to  th e  b a c k  

o f  th e  H a rm a n s ' t r a c t o r  t r a i l e r  w h e n  th e y  a r r iv e d  a t th e  S w e e t  G ra s s  b o r d e r  

s to p  la te  H a l lo w e e n  n ig h t .

T h e  a n im a ls  h a d  t r a v e le d  2 ,2 h 0  m i le s  o v e r  n in e  d a y s .  T h e y  w e re  

m a ln o u r is h e d ,  d e h y d r a te d ,  s h iv e r in g ,  s ic k  a n d  d is t re s s e d ,  a c c o r d in g  to  

s h e r i f f s  d e p u t ie s .  O n e  d o g  w a s  d e a d .

T o o le  C o u n ty  c h a r g e d  th e  H a r m a n s  w i t h  181 c o u n ts  o f  m is d e m e a n o r  

a n im a l c r u e l t y .  E a c h  c o u n t  is  p u n is h a b le  b y  a f in e  o f  u p  to  $ 5 0 0  a n d  u p  to  

s ix  m o n th s  in  j a i l .

A  s e v e n -d a y  J u s l ic e  C o u r t  t n a l  e n d e d  in  a m is t r ia l  in  J a n u a ry  w h e n  th e  s ix -  

p e rs o n  j u r y  f a i le d  to  re a c h  a u n a n im o u s  v e r d ic t .  O n ly  o n e  o f  th e  ju r o r s
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w a n te d  to  c o n v ic t  th e  H a r m a n s .

T h e  ca s e  h a s  a t t r a c te d  n a t io n a l  a t te n t io n  i n  p a r t  b e c a u s e , f o r  f o u r  m o n th s  

n o w ,  T o o le  C o u n ty  re s id e n ts  h a v e  o p e r a te d  " C a m p  C o l l i e "  a t th e  M a r ia s  

F a ir g r o u n d s .  S u p p o r te rs  f r o m  a c ro s s  th e  c o u n t r y  h a v e  d o n a te d  m o r e  th a n  

$ 1 0 0 ,0 0 0  to  h e lp  c a re  f o r  th e  d o g s ,  a n d  a n im a l  lo v e r s  f r o m  F lo r id a  to  

C a l i f o r n ia  h a v e  f lo w n  to  M o n ta n a  to  h e lp  fe e d ,  w a te r ,  g r o o m  a n d  w a lk  th e  

c o l l ie s .

S p e c ta to rs  w h is p e r e d  " Y e s ! "  u n d e r  t h e i r  b re a th s  as H o w a r d  d e n ie d  th e  

H a rm a n s ' re q u e s ts  f i r s t  to  d is m is s  th e  c a s e  a n d  th e n  to  le t  th e m  m o v e  t h e i r  

d o g s  to  A r iz o n a  w h i le  th e y  a w a i t  a  s e c o n d  t r ia l .

W h e th e r  th e  d j g s  c a n  r e m a in  in  S h e lb y  is  a n o th e r  m a t te r ,  h o w e v e r .  T o o le  

C o u n ty  S h e r i f f  D o n n a  M a to o n  t e s t i f ie d  th a t  th e  lo c a l  4 - H  c lu b  w a n ts  i ts  

b u i ld in g  b a c k  b y  th e  f i r s t  o f  A p r i l ,  a l th o u g h  s h e  s a id  th e  o r g a n iz a t io n  

m ig h t  b e  w i l l i n g  to  e x te n d  th a t  d e a d l in e .

T h e  r e g io n a l o f f ic e  o f  th e  H u m a n e  S o c ie ty  o f  th e  U n i t e d  S ta te s  is  s c o u t in g  

f o r  n e w  s ite s  to  h o u s e  " C a m p  C o l l i e , "  b u t  n o  d e a l h a s  b e e n  a n n o u n c e d .

O n  th e  w itn e s s  s ta n d , L e th c o e - H a r m a n  d e s c r ib e d  th e  4 0 - f o o t - b y - 4 0 - f o o t  

m e ta l Q u o n s e t  h u t  a n d  f o u r  d o g  ru n s  a w a i t in g  th e  c o l l ie s  o n  th e  H a r m a n s ' 

p r o p e r ty  s o u th  o f  W o o d r u f f ,  A r i z .  D e fe n s e  a t to r n e y  S c o t t  A lb e r s  p re s e n te d  

a n  a f f id a v i t  s ig n e d  b y  W in s lo w ,  A r iz . ,  v e te r in a r ia n  E m e r s o n  S c o t t  n o t in g  

th a t  th e  H a rm a n s ' n e w  k e n n e l m e t  h is  a p p r o v a l .

C o n ta c te d  la te r  M o n d a y .  S c o t t  s a id  th e  k e n n e l w a s n ’t  c o m p le te d  w h e n  he 

v is i t e d  i t  in  D e c e m b e r ,  b u t  he  w a s  im p r e s s e d  b y  th e  " e x t r e m e ly  b ig "  s iz e  

o f  th e  f o u r  ru n s  a n d  b y  th e  H a r m a n s ' in te r e s t  in  t r e a t in g  t h e ir  d o g s  

h u m a n e ly .

P a re n ts  s o ld  in te re s t

L e th c o e - H a r m a n  s a id  she  h a s  g iv e n  h e r  p a re n ts ,  J ir n  a n d  N a n c y  L e th c o c ,  a 

s e c u re d  in te r e s t  in  th e  d o g s  in  e x c h a n g e  f o r  r o u g h ly  $ 3 0 ,0 0 0  th a t  s h e  c a n  

a p p ly  to w a r d  h e r  le g a l b i l ls .  T h e  L e th c o e s  a rc  l i v i n g  in  A r iz o n a  a n d  w o u ld  

b e  a b le  to  c a re  f o r  th e  d o g s  w h i le  th e  c a s e  a g a in s t  th e  H a r r . ia n s  c o n t in u e s ,  

L e th c o e - H a r m a n  s a id .

S h e  re p e a te d  h e r  d e s ire  to  a d o p t  o u t  a b o u t 7 0  o f  th e  c o l l ie s .  U n d e r  c ro s s -  

e x a m in a t io n .  sh e  a c k n o w le d g e d  th a t  th e  k e n n e l p e r m it  g ra n te d  to  h e r  b y  

N a v a jo  C o u n ty  w o u ld  a l lo w  an  u n l im i t e d  n u m b e r  o f  a n im a ls .

A lb e r s  s p e n t h a l f  an  h o u r  t r y in g  to  p r o v e  th a t  th e  r e c o r d - k e e p in g  d u r in g  

th e  f i r s t  t r ia l  w a s  in a d e q u a te  a n d  th e re fo r e  g r o u n d s  f o r  r e je c t in g  a s e c o n d  

t r ia l .  H o w a r d  d e n ie d  th e  m o t io n .

A lb e r s  a ls o  a rg u e d  th a t ,  g iv e n  th e  la c k  o f  e v id e n c e  d e m o n s tr a te d  b y  th e
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h u n g  j u r y ,  th e re  w a s  n o  p r o b a b le  c a u s e  to  g o  f o r w a r d  w i b i  th e  c a s e . W h e n  

h e  o p e n e d  a la w  b o o k  t o  c i t e  an  a r g u m e n t  h e  h a d n 't  in c lu d e d  in  h is  w r i t t e n  

m o t io n ,  H o w a r d  s to p p e d  h im  a n d  m a d e  h im  c lo s e  th e  b o o k .

'R e t r ia l 's  a p p r o p r ia te '

M o n ta n a  h a s  a lo n g  h is to r y  o f  h a n d l in g  m is t r ia ls ,  H o w a r d  s a id .

" I  c a n 't  im a g in e  th e  le g is la tu r e  o r  th e  s ta te  S u p re m e  C o u r t  w o u ld  h a v e  

c re a te d  a  C a tc h - 2 2  s i t u a t io n "  b y  w h ic h  a  m is t r ia l  w o u ld  n e g a te  r e t r y in g  a 

ca s e , h e  s a id .

A lb e r s  s a id  h e ' l l  a s k  th e  s ta te  S u p re m e  C o u r t  to  r e v ie w  th a t  d e c is io n ,  b u t  

a g re e d  th a t  H o w a r d  s h o u ld n ' t  w a i t  to  h e a r  th e  re s u lts  b e fo r e  p r o c e e d in g .

T h e  b u lk  o f  th e  2 F > -h o u r h e a r in g  w a s  s p e n t  d is c u s s in g  L e th c o e - H a r m a n 's  

d is s a t is fa c t io n  w i t h  th e  c a re  o f  th e  c o l l ie s  in  S h e lb y .  S h e  s a id  T o o le  

C o u n ty  a u th o r i t ie s  n o t  o n ly  a l lo w e d  J o n  H a r m a n 's  p e r s o n a l f o x  t e r r ie r ,  

K r y p t o n i t e ,  t o  b e  s to le n  o u t  f r o m  u n d e r  th e m  a n d  n e u te re d ,  b u t  th e y  

d o d g e d  q u e s t io n s  a b o u t  th e  th e f t  f o r  m o re  th a n  a m o n th .

T h e  d o g  d is a p p e a re d  t w o  d a y s  a f te r  C h r is tm a s  a n d  w a s  re tu r n e d  o n  

V a le n t in e 's  D a y .  U n d e r  o a th ,  T o o le  C o u n ty  U n d e r s h e r i f f  D o n  H a le  s a id  he  

d id n 't  d is c lo s e  th e  in c id e n t  e a r l ie r  b e c a u s e  i t  w a s  s t i l l  u n d e r  in v e s t ig a t io n  

a n d  h e  w a s n 't  c e r ta in  th e  H a rm a n s  th e m s e lv e s  h a d n 't  ta k e n  K r y p t o n i t e .  H e  

s a id  h e  a ls o  d id n 't  w a n t  to  u p s e t L e th c o e -H a n m a n  a n y  m o r e  th a n  she  

a lre a d y  w a s  in  l i g h t  o f  th e  u p c o m in g  t r ia l .

H e  t o ld  h e r  o f  th e  d o g 's  d is a p p e a ra n c e  th e  n ig h t  th e  m is t r ia l  w a s  d e c la re d .

H a le  s a id  th e  d o g  w a s  t ra c e d  to  L e th b r id g e ,  A lb e r t a ,  r e s id e n t  K e r r y  L e e  

K in g  a n d  s a id  f e lo n y  c h a rg e s  a rc  p e n d in g .

D id n ' t  k n o w  a b o u t  s u r g e r y

L e th c o e - H a r m a n ,  w h o  m o v e d  to  S h e lb y  th re e  m o n th s  a g o  to  b e  n e a r  th e  

d o g s ,  a ls o  p ro te s te d  th a t  n o  o n e  to ld  h e r  o r  a s k e d  h e r  p e r m is s io n  to  

p e r fo r m  s u r g e r y  o n  a 1 0 - y e a r - o ld  fe m a le  c o l l ie .  L i n k .  T h e  d o g  d ie d  la s t 

m o n th ,  a c o u p le  o f  d a y s  a f te r  u n d e r g o in g  s u r g e r y  f o r  a n  a n a l- re c ta l t u m o r  

th a t w a s  o b s t r u c t in g  h e r  b o w e ls ,

M a to o n  s a id  sh e  d id n 't  t h in k  it  w a s  n c c e s s a n  to  in f o r m  L e th c o e - H a r m a n  

e v e r y  t im e  o n e  o f  h e r  d o g s  n e e d e d  m e d ic a l t r e a tm e n t .

" T h e  a n im a ls  a re  u n d e r  m y  c a re  a n d  c u s to d y , "  M a to o n  s a id .  I f  a p r o b le m  

a r is e s . " W e  ta k e  c a re  o f  i t .  W e  k e e p  a re c o r d  o f  i t . "

A lb e r s  t r ie d  to  m a k e  an  is s u e  o f  th e  H u m a n e  S o c ie ty 's  in v o lv e m e n t  in  

lo o k in g  f o r  n e w  C a m p  C o l l i e  s ite s . L e th c o e - H a r m a n  s a id  J e a n  L e a v i t t .
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p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  W o r k in g  C o l l i e  A s s o c ia t io n  — w h ic h  ha s  

d o n a te d  te n s  o f  th o u s a n d s  o f  d o l la r s  in  s u p p l ie s  a n d  m a n h o u r s  to w a r d  

c a r in g  f o r  th e  c o l l ie s  - -  c o - o w n s  a  c o l l ie  th a t  h a s  c o m p e te d  a g a in s t  

L e th c o e - H a r m a n 's  a t s h o w s .

A lb e r s  q u e s t io n e d  o p e n ly  w h e th e r  a l l  o f  th e  m o n e y  r a is e d  b y  th e  H u m a n e  

S o c ie ty  a n d  th e  A W C A  o n  b e h a l f  o f  th e  c o l l ie s  is  a c t u a l l y  g e t t in g  to  th e  
d o g s .

'D o g s  to o  fa t '

L e th c o e - H a r m a n  a ls o  c o m p la in e d  th a t  l i f e  a t C a m p  C o l l i e  is  m a k in g  h e r  

d o g s  o b e s e . O n  a  v e te r in a r ia n 's  s c a le  o f  1 to  9 ,  s h e  l i k e s  to  k e e p  h e r  d o g s  a t 

a 3  o r  4 ,  L e th c o e - H a r m a n  s a id .  S h e  s a id  m o s t  o f  th e  d o g s  a re  n o w  a t 6  o r  7  

a n d  s o m e  h a v e  r e a c h e d  a 9 .

" O n e  m o r n in g  o n e  o f  th e  b i tc h e s  c o u ld  b a r e ly  s ta n d  u p ,  s h e  w a s  s o  f a t , "  

L e th c o e - H a r m a n  p ro te s te d .

" T h a t  w a s n 't  th e  s a m e  o n e  th a t  h a d  to  b e  c a r r ie d  o u t  o f  th e  t r u c k "  th e  n ig h t  

o f  N o v .  1, a s k e d  T e to n  C o u n ty  A t to r n e y  J o e  C o b le ,  w h o 's  h e lp in g  

p ro s e c u te  th e  c a se .

V e te r in a r ia n s  t e s t i f ie d  d u r in g  th e  f i r s t  t r ia l  th a t  a n u m b e r  o f  th e  H a r m a n s ’ 

d o g s  w e re  s o  e m a c ia te d  th e y  r a n k e d  a 2  o n  th e  s c a le .

H o w a r d  s a id  th e  d o g s  w e re  b e in g  tre a te d  w e l l  a n d  h u m a n e ly  u n d e r  T o o le  

C o u n ty 's  c a re  a n d  w o u ld  r e m a in  in  th e  c o u n ty 's  c u s to d y .

'A g r e e  o n  c a re '

T h e  ju d g e  o r d e r e d  b o th  s id e s  to  d r a f t  a j o i n t  a g re e m e n t  a d d r e s s in g  th e  c a re  

o f  th e  d o g s .  A m o n g  o th e r  th in g s ,  L e th c o e - H a r m a n  w a n ts  p e r m is s io n  to  

ta p e  th e  e a rs  o f  s h o w - w o r th y  c o l l ie s  so  th e y  w i l l  c u r l  th e  p r o p e r  d e g re e .

H o w a r d  t o ld  h e r  s h e 's  n o t  a l lo w e d  to  ta k e  P a n a c h e  o u ts id e  T o o le  C o u n ty  

e x c e p t  to  C u t  B a n k ,  w h ic h  L e th c o e - H a r m a n  s a id  is  a f r e q u e n t  d e s t in a t io n .

T h e  ju d g e  w i l l  r e v ie w  m o t io n s  r e g a r d in g  th e  n e w  t r i a l  a t 1 0  a .m . A p r i l  4 .

J  H o m e  ^ - N e w s  J  C o m m u n it ie s  E x p lo re  J  C la s s if ie d s  J  C o u p o n s  ^ j C a r s  J  C a re e rs
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□  H o m e  ►  N e w s  9  C o m m u n it ie s  3  E x p lo r e  3  C la s s if ie d s  3  C o u p o n s  9  C a rs  9  C a re e rs

3  L o c a l N e w s  
N ew s from  G re a t Fa lls  
and N o rth cen tra l 
M on tana  
3  O b itu a r ie s  

T od a y 's  o b itu a rie s  from  
the T rib u n e  
3  L o c a l S p o r ts  
A rea  h igh  scho o l and 
co lleg e  sp o rts  
3  O p in io n  
E d ito ria ls  from  the  
T ribu ne  
3  W e a th e r  
F o recas t an d  la test 
con d itions  

^  T e c h n o lo g y  
Y ou r g u id e  to  The 'N et. 
gadge ts , ga m e s  and  
m ore.
3  N a tio n /W o r ld
B reak ing  h e a d lin e s  from  
T he A s s o c ia te d  P ress

U  E m a i l  th is  s to r y
S a tu rd a y , F e b ru a ry  1, 2 0 0 3

C o u n t y  w i l l  r e t r y  c o l l i e  c a s e

B y  C A R O L B R A D LE Y

Tribune S taff W rite r

S ty m ie d  b y  a  m is t r ia l ,  T o o le  C o u n ty  w i l l  g o  to  c o u r t  a  s e c o n d  t im e  to  t r y  

c o l l ie  o w n e r s  J o n  H a r m a n  a n d  A th e n a  L e th c o e - H a r m a n  o f  A la s k a  o n  

c r u e l t y - t o - a n im a l  c h a rg e s ,  C o u n ty  A t t o r n e y  M e r le  R a p h  a n n o u n c e d  

F r id a y .

T h e  t r ia l  m a y  b e  h e ld  s o m e w h e re  e ls e  th is  t im e  a ro u n d ,  h o w e v e r .  J u s t ic e  

o f  th e  P e a c e  J a n ic e  F r e e la n d ,  w h o  p r e s id e d  o v e r  th e  s e v e n - d a y  t r ia l  th a t 

e n d e d  W e d n e s d a y ,  h a s  re c u s e d  h e rs e l f ,  a c c o r d in g  to  U n d e r s h e r i f f  D o n  

H a le .

R a p h  s a id  i t 's  p o s s ib le  a s e c o n d  t r ia l  c o u ld  b e  in  f o u r  to  e ig h t  w e e k s ,  b u t  

d e ta i ls  h a v e  y e t  to  b e  w o r k e d  o u t .

T h e  H a r m a n s  p le a d e d  n o t  g u i l t y  to  1S1 m is d e m e a n o r  c o u n ts  o f  a n im a l 

c r u e l t y .  T h e  f i r s t  t r ia l  e n d e d  in  a m is t r ia l  a f te r  th e  s ix - p e r s o n  ju r y '  w a s  

u n a b le  to  re a c h  a u n a n im o u s  v e r d ic t .  F iv e  o f  th e  s ix  w a n te d  to  a c q u i t  th e  

H a rm a n s .  O n e  j u r o r  w a n te d  to  c o n v ic t .

T h e  ju r o r s  m a d e  a p a c t  n o t  to  id e n t i f y  w h ic h  ju r o r s  v o te d  g u i l t y  a n d  w h ic h  

v o te d  n o t  g u i l t y ,  f o r e w o m a n  M ic h e l le  E d w a r d s  s a id .  T h e  o th e r  f i v e  ju r o r s  

w e re  T o o le  C o u n ty  re s id e n ts  J o e  H o fe r ,  T e r r y  P a rs o n s , D e l la  D u b b e  a n d  

D a n ie l  R o a r k .

R a p h  s a id  h e  d e c id e d  to  s e e k  a s e c o n d  t r ia l  a f te r  d is c u s s in g  th e  is s u e  f o r  

th e  p a s t t w o  d a y s  w i t h  a s s is t in g  p r o s e c u to r  J o e  C o b le  o f  T e to n  C o u n ty  a n d  

T o o le  C o u n ty  s h e r i f f s  o f f i c ia ls .

S c o t t  A lb e r s ,  th e  a t to r n e y  f o r  th e  H a rm a n s ,  d e c l in e d  c o m m e n t ,  s a y in g  h e ’s 

s t i l l  d is c u s s in g  th e  m a t te r  w i t h  h is  c l ie n ts .

T h e  n e w s  a s s u a g e d  a n im a l lo v e r s  l i k e  J e a n  L e v i t t  o f  V e r m o n t  w h o  is  

p r e s id e n t  o f  th e  A m e r ic a n  W o r k in g  C o l l i e  A s s o c ia t io n .  T h e  o r g a n iz a t io n  

ha s  ra is e d  th o u s a n d s  o f  d o l la r s  a n d  p r o v id e d  e lb o w  g re a s e  f r o m  a ro u n d  th e  

c o u n t r y  to  c a re  f o r  th e  H a r m a n s ' 17 2  c o l l ie s ,  f i v e  o th e r  d o g s  a n d  10  c a ts .

T h e  a n im a ls  h a v e  b e e n  in  T o o le  C o u n ty 's  c u s to d y  s in c e  th e  H a r m a n s  w e re

http://www.2rcatfallsiribune.com/news/siories/20030201/localncws/896167.html 5/7/2003
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3  H o m e

a r re s te d  o n  N o v .  1.

" W e  w a n te d  t h is  n e w s ,  w e  e x p e c te d  t h is  n e w s  a n d  w e 'r e  v e r y  p le a s e d  th a t  

( T o o le  C o u n ty )  h a s  d o n e  t h is , "  L e v i t t  s a id  f r o m  h e r  h o te l  r o o m  in  S h e lb y .

►  N e w s  3  C o m m u n i t ie s  3  E x p lo r e  3  C la s s i f ie d s  3  C o u p o n s  3  C a rs  Q  C a re e rs
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ccunty attorney http://www.tetoncomt.ofg/co_tftiiy.hnii]

Mxrtnjlance 
•Qerk and Reconfcr 
*Cte1( or Discrta Court 
•Conservation Disrtct 
‘ County Attorney 
•County Canrnsiancrs 
•Department of Revenue 
•DES/Ftoe Wanton « 
•Eflstfon Office 
•Health Department 
•Justice of the Peace 
•Nttrflpg Home 
•Banner
•Road Department 
•Sanitarian «
•Sheriff
•Superintendent 
of Schools

•Treasurer
•Weed Departmatt
•forth Court

'Tclctr. Q o u n ty  I f t x t c r y  "  L c r . la r t  In fo rm a tio n

G o m t y  A t t o r n e y

J o e  C o b le  -  T e to n  C o u n t y  A t t o r n e y  

D ia n e  G r a f  -  L e g a l  A s s is t a n t  
P .O . B o x  89 9  
C h o te a u  5 9 4 2 2  
4 0 6 -4 6 6 -2 8 6 0

E -m a il:  jo e c @ 3 riv e rs .n e t o r  d ia n e g @ 3 riv e rs .n e t

J o e  C o b le , th e  T e to n  C o u n ty  A tto rn e y  is a  fu ll- t im e  e le c te d  o ff ic ia l.  H e  re p re s e n ts  b o th  1 
c o u n ty  a n d  th e  s ta te  o f M o n ta n a  a n d  T e to n  C o u n ty . A s  C o u n ty  A tto rn e y , J o e  is re s p o n s  
fo r  th e  p ro s e c u tio n  o f a il fe lo n y  c r im e s  o c c u rr in g  in  T e to n  C o u n ty , a n d  is a ls o  re s p o n s ib  
d e fe n d in g  o r  p ro s e c u tin g  a ll c iv il c la im s  fo r  o r  a g a in s t T e to n  C o u n ty . J o e  a d v is e s  C o u n t 
d e p a r tm e n ts  re g a rd in g  le g a l m a tte rs  an d , w h e n  n e c e s s a ry , re p re s e n ts  th e  C o u n ty  in le t 
s u its .

P le a s e  n o t e  t h a t  f u l l - t im e  C o u n t y  A t t o r n e y s  a r e  p r o h i b i t e d  b y  la w  f r o m :
1. P r iv a te  p ra c tic e
2. R e p re s e n t in g  p r iv a te  c lie n ts

3. G iv in g  le g a l a d v ic e  to  p r iv a te  c it iz e n s .

I o f : 5/7/2003 9.53 AM
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T E T O N  C O U N T Y

C O U N T Y  S E A T C H O T E A U

C O U N T Y  C O M M I S S I O N E R S R .  F .  S A M  C A R L S O N  

M A R Y  S E X T O N  

A R N I E  G E T T E L

P O S T A L  A D D R E S S P O  B O X  6 1 0  

C H O T E A U ,  M T

5 9 4 2 2 - 0 6 1 0

S T R E E T  A D D R E S S 1 1 0  S O U T H  M A I N  S T R E E T

E M A I L  A D D R E S S S e x t o n :  t e t o n c c @ 3 r i v e r s . n e t

T E L E P P I O N E  N U M B E R 4 6 6 - 2 1 5 1

F A X  N U M B E R 4 6 6 - 2 1 3 8

C O M M I S S I O N  D A Y S  I N  O F F I C E - D A I L Y ,  9 : 0 0  A M  T O  4 : 0 0  P M

C O U N T Y  P O P U L A T I O N 6 , 4 4 5

C O U N T Y  S I Z E  I N  S Q U A R E  M I L E S  2 , 2 9 4

R E L A T E D  W E B S I T E S w w v v . t e t o n c o m t . o r s

1 ol I 5/7/2003 9:53 AM
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PAWS: Report Animal Cruelty 'staielaws.htir

pe op le  he lp ing  an im a ls

'  \  . - • ‘
ABOUT PAWS ► • THE WORK WE DO ► HOW TO HELP* PAWS HOME ►

^ » > ~ s i

^ j a o iT T a in r i a r c r a c x t y  •••

■ : i : r  • ■ - ■
W a s h i n g t o n  laws

:• ..r .
f t  ■

• ' .*» —

W ash ing ton  has tw o state an im a l-crue lty  laws. They are R C W  16.52.205, 
w  an im a l c rue lty  in the first degree, and  RC W  16.52.207, an im a l crue lty  in the 

. v ' seco n d  degree . • • L ' •

^R C W  1 6 .5 2 .2 0 5  A n im a l c r u e l t y  in  th e  f i r s t  d e g re e .  .
*(1) A  person is gu ilty  of anim al crue lty  in the first degree w hen, except as 
au thorized  in law, he o r she in ten tiona lly  (a) in flic ts substan tia l pa in  on, (b)

* causes  physica l in ju ry  to, o r (c) k ills an an im al by a m eans causing undue 
suffe ring , o r forces a m inor to-inflict unnecessary pa in , in jury, o r death on an 
an im al.

(2) Anim al crue lty  in the first degree is a c lass C felony.

R C W  1 6 .5 2 .2 0 7  A n im a l c r u e l t y  In  th e  s e c o n d  d e g re e .
(1) A  person is gu ilty  of anim al c rue lty  in the  second degree  if, unde r 
c ircum stances not am ounting to firs t degree an im al crue lty, the person 
know ingly, recklessly, o r w ith crim ina l negligence in flic ts  un necessa ry  suffering 
o r pa in upon an anim al.

(2) An ow ner of an anim al is guilty o l an im a l crue lty in the second degree if, 
unde r c ircum stances not am ounting to first degree an im a l crue lty , the ow ner 
know ing ly, recklessly, or with crim inal negligence:

(a) Fails to provide the animal with necessa ry  food, water, she lte r, rest, 
san ita tion , ventila tion, space, or m ed ica l a tten tion and the an im a l suffers 
unnecessa ry  o r un justifiable physical pa in  as a resu lt of the  fa ilu re ; o r (b) 
A bandons the an im al.

(3) Anim al c rue lty  in the second degree is a m isdem eanor.

(4) In any prosecution of animal c rue lty  in the second degree, it sha ll be an 
a ffirm ative  defense, If established by the defendant by a p reponderance  of the 
ev idence, that the defendant's failure w as due to econom ic d is tress beyond the 
de fendant's  contro l.

Wishlist
E m a il N e tw o rk

ILegislative Ne
Jobs & Interns
Volunteer
Foster Care

B ack to Report Anim al Cruelty

.1/24/2003 (> -J7 AM



s i t e :  O f f  n e t s S U B J E C T  O F  M E E T I N G :

C O M M I T T E E :  S F I N B I L L  #  H B 2 7 5

D A T E :  5 / 9 / 0 4 U P D A T E  # :

P R I N T  YOUR NAME COMMUNITY REPRESENTING/AFFILIATION
D O  Y O U  W A N T  

T E S T I F Y

^1 Storey Alaska State Troopers Y
Kristine Heintz Listen Only
Ethel Christiansen SPCA Listen Only
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S E N A T E  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O m

DATE: 5/1/04

DATE TURNED ,
IN TO OFFICE: W fc  [O H

FURTHER: (F in a n c e

Judiciary Committee considered CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 275(FIN)

HB 275 VETERINARIANS AND ANIMALS 

"An Act relating to animals, and to the care of and to cruelty to animals."

and recommends:

[ o f  be replaced with 

[ ] adopt previous _

CS £ s  H 6
c s ________

[ ] attached amendment(s)

[ ] adopt Letter of Intent by 

[ ] further referral to _____

J  0 0

Committee

Committee

Senate Bill:
[ ] Same Title 
[ ] New Title

House Bill:
[ ] Same Title 
[ j Technical Title 

Change 
[ ] New Title w/ 

SCR#____

NEW FISCAL NOTE(S): PREVIOUS FISCAL NOT£(S):

Department Date Fiscal Indet. Zero FN# Department Date Fiscal Indet. Zero FN#
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OPS 1/ H
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