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Fact Sheet: Alaska Pioneer Homes
The facilities

T h e r e  are s ix  A la s k a  P io n e e r  H o m e s  w i t h  a tota l o f  602 beds . T h e  h om es  are lo c a te d  in:

A n c h o r a g e  — http://hss .sta te .ak .us/da lD/a ln/anchorage/home.htm 
F a ir b a n k s  — http ://hss .sta te .ak .us/da lp/a ln/ fa irbanks/home.htm  
Jun eau  — http ://hss .sta te .ak .us/da lp/a lp/ iuneau/home.h tm  
K e t c h ik a n  — http ://hss .s ta te .ak .us/da lp/a lp/ketch ikan/home.htm  
P a lm e r  — http ://hss .s ta te .ak .us/da lp/a lp/pa lmer/home.htm  
S itk a  -- http://hss.state .ak.us/da lp/a lp/s itka/home.htm

The services we provide to clients

F o r  the  last d e c a d e  the  A la s k a  P io n e e r  H o m e s  h a v e  been  l i c e n s e d  as ass is ted l i v i n g  f a c i l i t ie s ,  
o f f e i i n g  a h ig h  d eg re e  o f  p r o fe s s io n a l  s e r v ic e s  to m ee t r e s id e n t s ’ needs . T y p i c a l l y ,  res iden ts  o f  
the  H o m e s  are no t a b le  to l i v e  w i t h o u t  s om e  fo rm  o f  d a i l y  ass is tance , and  m a y  re q u ire  n u r s in g  
a n d  o th e r  p h y s ic a l  a n d  e m o t io n a l  suppo r t  s e rv ic e s  o f fe re d  in  a l i c e n s e d  ass is ted l i v i n g  f a c i l i t y .  
P ro fe s s io n a l s e r v ic e s  range  f r om  assu rance  o f  a safe e n v i r o n m e n t  and  o c c a s io n a l h e lp  w i t h  d a i l y  
l i f e  s k i l l s ,  to s k i l l e d  n u r s in g ,  p e r s o n a l ca re , a n d  o th e r  s uppo r t  s e r v ic e s  i n c l u d i n g  e n d  o f  l i f e  ca re . 
M a n y  res iden ts  r e c e iv e  a le v e l  o f  s e r v ic e  that w o u ld  o t h e rw is e  b e  d e l iv e r e d  in  a n u r s in g  h o m e  o r 
u n d e r  the O ld e r  A la s k a n  H o m e  a n d  C o m m u n i t y - B a s e d  M e d i c a i d  w a iv e r .

The residents

O c c u p a n c y  o f  P io n e e r  H o m e s  f lu c tu a te s ,  but sys tem-w ide  as o f  J anuary  2004 there are 427 
res iden ts . A l l  re s id en ts  re q u ir e  a safe  h o m e  e n v i r o n m e n t ,  r o o m  a n d  boa rd , a nd  o p p o r tu n it ie s  fo r 
s o c ia l  in te r a c t io n  a nd  re c rea t io n . O f  the 427 res iden ts , 253 r e q u ir e  the h ig h  le v e ls  o f  p ro fe s s io n a l 
ca re  a v a i l a b le  24-hours a day . A n o t h e r  117 res id en ts  n e e d  ass is tance  w i t h  b a s ic  l i v i n g  s k i l l s  at 
s om e  t im e  d u r in g  the d a y ,  a n d  57 res id en ts  are f a ir ly  s e l f- sus ta in ing , o c c a s io n a l ly  r e q u i r in g  
em e r g e n c y  ass is tance .

Veterans in Pioneer H om es

D u r i n g  F Y  2003, the A la s k a  P io n e e r  H o m e s  s e rv e d  553 sen io rs ,  o f  w h o m  abou t 20 pe rcen t are 
v e te rans  and  a b o u t  26 pe rcen t  h ad  q u a l i f i e d  fo r  M e d i c a id  b e fo re  g o in g  in to  the H o m e .  T h e r e  
w e r e  o v e r  2,600 q u a l i f i e d  A la s k a n  res iden ts  o n  the w a i t i n g  l is t ,  w h i c h  m ea ns  th ey  are o v e r  age  
65 a n d  in te n d  to e n te r  the A la s k a  P io n e e r  H o m e s  in  the fu tu re .

Rates and how residents pay them

T h e  rates fo r the  A la s k a  P io n e e r  H o m e s  ra ng e  f r om  $2,135 p e r  m o n t h  for h o u s in g  w i t h  s om e  
ass is tance  in  m a k in g  a p p o in tm e n t s  a nd  o th e r  s o c ia l  s e rv ic es ,  to $6,450 fo r the h ig h es t  l e v e l  o f  
ca re  i n c l u d i n g  24-hour s u p e r v is io n ,  e x t e n s iv e  ass is tance  w i t h  a c t iv i t ie s  o f  d a i l y  l i v i n g ,  a nd  
in te rm it t e n t  h e a l th  care . A b o u t  60 p e rcen t  o f  P io n e e r  H o m e  re s id en ts  d e p e n d  on  the state-funded 
p a ym e n t  ass is tance  p r o g ram  to p a y  fo r at least part o f  the m o n t h ly  rate.

F o r  m o re  in f o rm a t io n :
D a v e  W i l l i a m s ,  P ro je c t C o o r d in a t o r  
D i v i s i o n  o f  A la s k a  P io n e e r  H o m e s  
465-5737

Alaska Department of Health & Social Services, Division of Alaska Pioneer Homes
February 4, 2004
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Chronology, Alaska Veterans Home

1970s ~  A laska begins 20-year search  fo r  a w a y  to address v e t e ra n ’s b e n e f i t s  w i t h i n  the 
State.

1999 -F ea sib ility  S tu d y  for a S ta le  V eterans H om e requested b y  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  
M i l i t a r y  &  V e t e r a n s ’ A f fa i r s ,  D i v i s i o n  o f  V e t e r a n s ’ A f fa ir s ,  S ta te o f  A la s k a ,  a n d  partners 
i n c l u d i n g  the A m e r i c a n  L e g io n ,  D i s a b l e d  A m e r i c a n  V e te ran s , a n d  the  V e te ra n s  o f  
F o r e ig n  W a rs .  H e a l t h  D im e n s i o n s  C o n s u l t i n g  G r o u p  f e a s ib i l i t y  s tu d y  r e c o m m e n d s  a 
c o m p r e h e n s iv e  s u r v e y  o f  A la s k a n  ve te rans  to assess th e ir  p re fe ren ces  fo r  long- term  ca re  
s e rv ic es .

M ay 2002 -  H C S SB  2001 (FIN) SLA 2002 authorizes a pilot project to g i v e  ve te rans  
a p r e fe re n c e  fo r  125 bed s  in  the P io n e e r  H o m e s  sys tem , c o n t in g e n t  o n  an  a g r e em e n t  
b e tw e e n  the fede ra l D e p a r tm e n t  o f  V e te rans  A f fa i r s  a n d  the State o f  A la s k a .  T h e  
a g re em en t  is no t n ego t ia te d ;  the b i l l ’s p r o v is io n s  d o  n o t  take e ffec t .

July  2003 -- A laska L egisla tu re’s “A laska State V eterans H om e F easib ility  S tu d y” , 
com pleted b y  the M c D o w e l l  G r o u p ,  supports  the n e e d  fo r 70 to 80 v e te rans  beds  in  the 
P io n e e r  H o m e s  s y s tem . T h e  M c D o w e l l  report p r o v id e s  three op t io n s :  1) c o n v e r t  P a lm e r  
P io n e e r s ’ H o m e  to a S ta le  V e te ra n s  H o m e ,  2) C o n v e r t  60 beds in  the  A n c h o r a g e  
P io n e e r s ’ H o m e  a n d  19 B ed s  in  F a ir b a nk s  P io n e e r s ’ H o m e ,  o r  3) b u i l d  a n ew ,  
f r e es ta nd in g ,  60-bed S ta te  V e te ran s  H o m e  in  o r  n ea r  A n c h o r a g e .

July 30, 2003 -  G overnor M urkow ski identifies creation o f  a S tate  V eterans H om e  
in Palm er as an A dm inistration  priority, f o l l o w i n g  face-to-face m e e t in g s  in  
W a s h in g t o n  D C  w i t h  S e c re ta ry  o f  V e t e r a n ’s A f fa ir s  A n t h o n y  J. P r in c ip i .

July 2003 -  S tate  su b m its initial federal V eterans A dm inistration  application.

A ugust 2003 -  federal V eterans A dm inistration  representatives v isit Palm er and  
A nchorage facilities. V e te ra n s  A d m in is t r a t io n  f a c i l i t i e s ,  g e r ia t r ic s  a n d  care  c o o r d in a t io n  
rep resen ta t iv es  f in d  P a lm e r  app ro p r ia te  fo r c o n v e r s io n  w i t h  i d e n t i f i e d  m a in t e n a n c e  
im p r o v em e n t s  a n d  u p g rad e s  to f a c i l i t y  systems .

Sept 2003 -  V eteran s A dm inistration  conditionally  approves 79 beds for Palm er  
facility. F ed e ra l  V e t e r a n  A d m in is t r a t io n  p a r t ic ip a t io n  is c a l c u la t e d  at 65 p e rce n t  o f  the 
tota l a l l o w a b le  cos t o f  im p r o v em e n t s .  A l l  82 beds at P a lm e r  arc u l t im a t e ly  a p p r o v e d  - 
m in im u m  o f  62 beds  arc d e s ig n a te d  for veterans .

Sept 2003 -- H ealth & Social Services C om m issioner Joel G ilbertson  presents the 
Palm er option to P ioneers o f  A la s k a  C o n v e n t io n .

Dec 2003 -  federal V eterans A dm inistration approves “G eneral R enovations, 79-bed  
V eterans H om e, P alm er, AK." F ed e ra l V e te rans  A d m in is t r a t io n  l is ts A la s k a  in  its top 
rank fo r federa l r e n o v a t io n  funds , p e n d in g  a p p ro p r ia t io n  o f  state m a t c h in g  funds . 
C o n s t r u c t io n  cos t , f a c i l i t y  s iz e ,  a n d  p r o x im i t y  to m i l i t a r y  h ea lth  c e n te r  ju s t i f y  P a lm e r ’s 
h ig h  p ri o r i l y  fo r  f u n d in g .

Alaska Department ol Health & Social Services, Division ol Alaska Pioneer Homos
February 4, 2004
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January 2004 -  C onstruction  schedu le says Palm er P ion eers’ H om e can be
renovated in 453 days, after c o m p le t io n  o f  fede ra l D e p a r tm e n t  o f  V e te ra n s  A f fa ir s
c o n s t r u c t io n / a c q u is i t io n  g ran t a n d  l e g is la t iv e  a p p ro v a l  o f  state f u n d in g  m a tc h .

Feb 2004 -  C ongressional Bill (H R 2673) provides for federal V eterans
A dm inistration  p aym ent to P ioneer H om es. N o  in f o rm a t io n  as ye t  o n  h o w  the
V e te ran s  A d m in is t r a t io n  w i l l  e m p l o y  the la n g u a g e .

C alendar

•  A pril 2004 -  A stu dy o f  the feasibility  o f  converting the Palm er P ion eers’ H om e  
into a V eteran’s H om e, reques ted  b y  the  le g is la t u r e  a n d  aw a rd e d  to A S C G  
In c o rp o ra te d  (eng ineers/arch itec ts )  w i l l  id e n t i f y  costs fo r r e n o v a t io n  and  the am o u n t  
o f  s la te  m a t c h in g  fu nd s  r e q u ir e d  fo r federa l V e te ra n s  A d m in is t r a t io n  p a r t i c ip a t io n .  A  
s ub con t ra c to r  ( M c D o w e l l  G r o u p )  w i l l  c o n d u c t  a c o m m u n i t y  im p a c t  a n a ly s is  and  
c o l la b o ra t e  o n  d e v e lo p m e n t  o f  a tra n s it io n  p la n  fo r  the federa l 
c o n s t r u c t io n / a c q u is i t io n  g ran t a p p l i c a t io n .

• M ay 2004 -  A laska V eterans H om e bill passes; State c e r t i f ie s  35%  m a tc h  n g  funds .

•  Sept 2004 -  B egin  transition  plan, m a k in g  a dm is s io n s  to the A la s k a  V e te ra n s  H o m e  
in  P a lm e r .

•  A pril 2006 -  E arliest possib le beginning date for federal V eterans  
A dm inistration  per d iem  paym ents to A laska -  $26.95/day fo r res id en ts  o f  the 
A la s k a  V e te ra n s  H o m e .

For m ore inform ation:

V i r g i n i a  S m i l e y ,  A d m in is t r a t i v e  S e r v ic e s  M a n a g e r
D i v i s i o n  o f  A la s k a  P io n e e r  H o m e s
465-4422

Alaska Department of Health & Social Services. Division ol Alaska Pioneer Homes
February 4, 2004



Stale Of Alaska 
Department of Health & Social Services 
Division of Alaska Longevity Programs 
Pioneers’ Homes Occupancy Report 

Dec-03

' l/r rY  pP -° Sitka Fairbanks Palmer Anchorage Ketchikan Juneau Totnl
Coordinated Services ;. 

to ta l
••••*• . - Viv.v

22 18 1 93
.... - ■ :

6 " 3 143
Unavailable 0 0 0 4 0 0 4
Occupied 3 16 1 22 6 3 57
Assigned 
Available 

Basic Assisted Living 
Total

0

......... , . . J 3

23

0
2

20

0
............0

33

0
67

50

0
0

• '! . \T :  
10

0
0

17

0
82

153
Unavailable 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Occupied 14 17 14 49 9 14 117
Assigned
Available

0
9

1
2

0
19

0
1

0 
......1

0
3

1
35

Enhanced Assisted Living iviliii-K'.:;. ■
................. .. ... .. ............

Total 25 ....41 ..............26 ................ 22 ................ 14 19 ..............149
Unavailable 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Occupied 10 37 27 18 14 17 123
Assigned
Available

0
15

3 
.... 1

0
1

0
4

0
0

2
0

5
.... 21.

ADRD.
....... . ... ... ...... ■

Total 24 16 .... IB 21 14 9 102
Unavailable 6 0 0 0 0 0 6
Occupied 15 16 16 17 11 s 84
Assigned
Available

0
3

0
0

0
2

1
3

0
3

0
0

1
11

Comprehensive Services 
Total 8

..'I; ::.‘r 
2 ....2 40 .... 3 ' 0

•/.W;W/>>// ■■■■ i/i.'/
55

Unavailable 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Occupied 6 2 2 33 3 0 46
Assigned
Available

0
2

0
0

0
0

0
7

0
0

0
0

0
9

Total Spaces 
Total 102

•:V:XvS
97 62 226 47 48 602

Unavailable 6 0 0 4 0 0 10
Occupied 54 SB 60 139 43 43 427
Assigned 
Available 

Transitional Be Is 
Total

0
42

6

4

i

0
22

2

1
82

0

2

• : 3 
2

7
158
/ ’

11
Available Beds Occi pied & Assigned 56.3% 94 6% 73 2% 631% 91.5% 93 8% 73.3%

Veteran Residents
Male 12 17 17

..... ii i i- • . i .• • :, h h . r h  h t '■ ■
30 3 7 86

Female 1 5 0 3 1 0 10
Total Veteran Residents 13 22 17 33 4 7 96

Waiting List ■ /shirt:: . . .  :' . . . .
130Active List 2 .... ........70 12 14 4 20

Inactive List 639 887 933 1,379 489 878 5.265
Number ol applicants choosing more than one home on list 
Total Number of Actual Applicants on Active Waiting List 
Tolal Number of Actual Applicants on Inactive Waiting List 
Total Applicants on W alling Lists___________________

2.614
116

2,665
2.761

Status Changes For December 2003
Sitka Fairbanks Palmer Anchorage Ketchikan Juneau Total

Admission ... ...
Coordinated Services 0 0 0 1 0 0 1
Basic Assisted Living 1 0 1 4 0 2 B
Enhanced Assisted Living 0 1 0 2 1 0 4
ADRD Unil 2 0 1 0 0 0 3
Comprehensive Services 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Deaths .’ . . . : ■vt:.' r.-rtiV.:. :. . • . : ' : . hiTh*:
Coordinated Soivicos 0 1 0 1 0 0 2
Basic Asslslod Living 1 1 0 0 0 0 2
Enhanced Assisted Living 2 2 1 0 0 0 5
ADRD Unit 1 0 0 1 0 0 2
Comprehensive Servicos 0 0 0 1 1 0 2

Discharges 0
Coordinated Services 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Basic Assisted Living 0 0 1 0 1 0 2
Enhanced Assisted Living 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
ADRD Unit 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Comprehensive Servicos 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Unusual Occurrences

John Vcavetl, Director




