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There are five primary safety codes dealing with construction in Alaska which arc under 
the jurisdiction o f two different Departments. The Fire, Building, and Mechanical Codes 
are under the jurisdiction o f the Fire Marshall at the Department o f Public Safety. The 
Plumbing and Electrical Codes are governed by the Department o f Labor. Each 
department is responsible for adopting a family o f codes to bring uniformity and 
consistency to the construction industry. However, the current delegation o f authority to 
the respective departments has caused a set o f conflicts and discrepancies, which Senate 
B ill 38 aims to address.

On September 15, 2001 the State Fire Marshal adopted a new family o f codes to replace 
the Uniform Fire, Building and Mechanical Codes that were in place. These new codes 
are from the International Family o f Codes and are created and approved by the 
International Code Council. Concerns have arisen from the adoption and implementation 
o f these new codes.

The first, and probably most critical, problem is the fact that there are two distinctly 
different families o f codes used in the state. Many mechanical contractors arc 
Mechanical Administrators with Pluming category endorsement. Currently Mechanical 
Administrators are required to use the International Code while Plumbing category 
endorsements arc required the use o f the Uniform Code. A contractor who performs both 
Mechanical and Plumbing services is required to train employees in two competing 
codes, which have limited cross reference capabilities. Additionally, current statutes state 
that Mechanical Administrators are required to be familiar with the requirements o f the 
Uniform Mechanical Code. These conflicts and discrepancies in regulation and statute 
have created a problem that requires a legislative solution.
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• Remove the Mechanical Code authority from the Department o f Public Safety and 
authorize the Department o f Labor to adopt and administer the Mechanical Code 
along with the Electrical and Plumbing codes. This is a logical step to put trade- 
associated codes together in a department that has knowledge and experience in 
administering those codes. To be a licensed Mechanical, Electrical or Plumbing 
commercial contractor, continuing education is required. It is logical to have the 
Mechanical Code administered with other codes that require continuing education 
on specific construction related codes rather than with the Fire and Building 
Codes that require no ongoing training.

• In the future, require a three-year implementation period when a switch from one 
set o f codes to another is proposed by the state. This would allow a period o f time 
for the industry to become familiar with new codes before having to be tested and 
apply these codes in a woik setting. This delay would not be required when a set 
o f codes is simply being “ updated.”  An exemption from the three-year 
implementation period would be created for the initial adoption o f a Mechanical 
Code by the department o f Labor.

• Grandfather projects that are in the design or permit phase to allow usage o f the 
code that was in place when the project was started.

These changes arc needed to rectify the current dilemma and prevent this situation from 
arising in the future.

*This Sponsor Statement represents the most recent CS ( ) o f SB 38 to be introduced to 
the Senate Community and Regional Affairs committee on Wednesday February 26lh.

The proposed statutory change would do the following:



S t a t e  C o d e  A d o p t i n g  A u t h o r i t y

International Fire CodeUniform Electrical Code International Building CodeUniform Plumbing Code

Transfer Mechanical Code adopting 
authority to Department o f Labor
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 3S( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TW ENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY

O f f e r e d :
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR TIIERRIAULT

A BILL  

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED  

"An Act relating to construction, plumbing, mechanical, electrical, lire safety, and other 

safety codes adopted by state agencies and municipalities, to mechanical contractors and 

electrical administrators, to mechanical standards and inspections involved in certain 

housing loans, and to the adoption of the state's mechanical code; and providing for an 

effective date."

BE IT  ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08.18.171(7) is amended to read:

(7) "mechanical contractor" means a contractor whose business 

operations involve plumbing, pipe fitting, sheet metal, heating, air conditioning, 

ventilating, or sprinkler and dry chemical fire protection trades in order to install or 

modify mechanical piping and systems, devices, fixtures, and equipment or other 

mechanical materials subject to the mechanical code adopted under AS 18.60.870 

and the fo llow ing codes as published by the International Association o f Plumbing

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT

-1-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

CSSB 38( )



and Mechanical Officials or the International Conference o f Building Officials:

( A )  Uniform Plumbing Code;

(B) Uniform Swimming Pool, Spa, and Hot Tub Code; and

(C) Uniform Solar Energy Code; [AND

(D) UNIFORM M EC H AN IC AL CODE];

*  Sec. 2. AS 08.40.270(a) is amended to read:

(a) Each applicant shall be examined to determine the applicant's

(1) ability to understand plans, design specifications, and engineering 

terms commonly used in the mechanical field;

(2) knowledge of mechanical installations and piping;

(3) familiarity with the requirements o f the mechanical code adopted 

under AS 18.60.870. and the Uniform Plumbing Code, Uniform Swimming Pool, 

Spa, and Hot Tub Code, and Uniform Solar Energy Code [, AND THE UNIFORM 

M EC HAN IC AL CODE] currently in effect in the state;

(4) [REPEALED

(5)] personal skill and ability.

* Sec. 3. AS 08.40.490(3) is amended to read:

(3) "mechanical administrator" means a person who is responsible for

(A) installing or modifying mechanical piping and systems, 

devices, fixtures, equipment, or other mechanical materials subject to the 

mechanical code adopted under AS 18.60.S70. and the Uniform Plumbing 

Code, U. iform Swimming Pool, Spa, and Hot Tub Code, and Uniform Solar 

Energy Code [, AND THE UNIFORM M EC H AN IC AL CODE] as published 

by the International Association o f Plumbing and Mechanical Officials and the 

International Conference o f Building Officials; or

(B) certifying that an installation or modification described in 

(A) of this paragraph complies with the applicable codes;

*  Sec. 4. AS 18.56.300(e)(3) is amended to read:

(3) "state building code" means

(A) for building standards, the standards set out in the version 

of the Uniform Building Code adopted by the Department o f Public Safety
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under AS IS.70.080, including the provisions o f that code applicable to 

buildings used for residential purposes containing fewer than four dwelling 

units, notwithstanding the exclusion o f those buildings from the Department of 

Public Safety's jurisdiction made by AS 18.70.080(a)(2);

(B) for mechanical standards, the standards set out in the 

mechanical code [VERSION OF TPIE UNIFORM M ECHANICAL CODE] 

adopted by the Department of Labor and Workforce Development under 

AS 18.6P.S70 [DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY UNDER 

AS 18.70.080], including the provisions o f that code applicable to buildings 

used for residential purposes containing fewer than four dwelling units [, 

NOTW ITHSTANDING THE EXCLUSION OF THOSE BUILDINGS FROM 

THE DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY'S JURISDICTION MADE BY 

AS 18.70.080(a)(2)];

(C) for plumbing standards, the minimum plumbing code 

adopted for the state under AS 18.60.705; and

(D) for ■’ Jtrical standards, the minimum electrical standards 

prescribed by AS 18.60.580.

* Sec. 5. AS 18.60 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Article 12A. Mechanical Code.

Sec. 18.60.870. Mechanical code. The Department o f Labor and Workforce 

Development shall adopt by regulation a mechanical code to be the minimum 

mechanical code fo r the state.

* Sec. 6. AS 18.60 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Article 14. Miscellaneous Provisions.

Sec. 18.60.900. Delayed effective date of safety codes, (a) Unless otherwise 

required by federal law and notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, a safety 

code adopted by a state agency or municipality does not take effect until three years 

after the code is adopted, unless the code specifies a later date.

(b) Notwithstanding (a) o f this section, the three-year delay in (a) of this 

section does not apply to the mechanical code adopted under AS 18.60.S70 or to 

revisions o f that code.
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(c) In this section,

(1) "adopt" includes revision o f a safety code;

(2) "safety code" means rules related to the construction standards, 

plumbing standards, mechanical standards, electrical standards, fire safety standards, 

or any other procedures or requirements that relate to the safety o f structures;

(3) "state agency" includes the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation.

* Sec. 7. The uncodified law o f the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

TRANSITION: ADOPTION OF M EC H AN IC AL CODE, (a) The Department o f 

Labor and Workforce Development shall immediately proceed to adopt by regulation a 

mechanical code to be the minimum mechanical code for the state and shall file  the 

regulations with the lieutenant governor under AS 44.62.060 within six months after the 

effective date o f this section of this Act.

(b) The effective date o f the mechanical code adopted under (a) o f this section is not 

delayed by AS 18.60.900(a), enacted by sec. 6 of this Act.

* Sec. 8. The uncodified law o f the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section to

read:

CERTIFICATION OF EFFECTIVE DATE OF REGULATIONS. The lieutenant 

governor shall certify to the revisor o f statutes the effective date o f the regulations adopted by 

the Department of Labor and Workforce Development under sec. 7 o f this Act.

*  Sec. 9. The uncodified law o f the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section to

read:

TRANSITIOF FOR CURRENT CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS. The mechanical 

code adopted under sec. 7 o f this Act and certified under sec. 8 o f this Act does not apply to a 

construction project that has received a construction permit from a municipality before the 

effective date o f this section o f this Act or that is in the process o f being designed or 

constructed on the effective date o f this section o f this Act.

* Sec. 10. The uncodified law o f the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:

CONTINGENT EFFECT. Sections 1 - 4 o f this Act do not take effect unless the 

lieutenant governor certifies to the revisor o f statutes under sec. 8 of this Act the effective date
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of regulations adopted by the Department o f Labor and Workforce Development under sec. 7 

o f this Act.

* Sec. 11. Sections 5 - 8 and 10 of this Act take effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

* Sec. 12. Sections 1 - 4 and 9 of this Act take effect the day after the revisor of statutes 

receives notice from the lieutenant governor under sec. S o f this Act.
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FISCAL NOTE
STATE OF ALASKA
2003 LEG ISLA T IVE  SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 
Title Adoption of Safety Codes

Fiscal Note Number:

Bill Version:

() Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: 
BRU

SB 38

DCED
Occupational Licensing (117)

Component Occupational Licensing
Sponsor
Requester

Senator Therriault
Senate Community and Regional Affairs

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2360

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERA~ING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES I I

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other 1156 - Receipt Supported Services

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate o f any cu rren t year (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Mark th is  box (X) if fund ing  fo r th is  b ill is  included in the G overnor's FY 2004 budget proposa l: 

POSITIONS ______________________________
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if  necessary)

New funds are not required to implement this bill.

Prepared by: Jennifer Strickler, Administrative Manager____________________  Phone (907) 466-2144
Division Occupational Licensing_____________________________________  Date/Time 2/25/03 4:53 PM

Approved by: Edgar Blatchford. Commissioner________________________________ Date 2/25/2003_______
Agency Department of Community & Economic Development____________
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Q :  W h a t  is A N S I ?

A :  A N S I, w h ic h  s ta n d s  f o r  the  A m e r ic a n  N a t io n a l S ta n d a rd s  In s titu te , has  s e rv e d  as  
c o o rd in a to r  o f  the  U.S. p r iv a te  sec to r, v o lu n ta ry  s ta n d a rd iz a t io n  system  f o r  m o re  th a n  8 0  

y e a rs .

I ts  m is s io n  is  to  enhance  b o th  th e  g lo b a l co m p e titive ne ss  o f  U.S. bus iness  a n d  the  U.S. 

q u a li ty  o f  l i fe  b y  p ro m o t in g  a n d  f a c i l i t a t in g  v o lu n ta ry  consensus s ta n d a rd s  a n d  
c o n fo rm ity  assessm ent system s, a n d  s a fe g u a rd in g  th e ir  in te g r ity .  T h ro u g h  its  m em bers, 

s ta ff, co ns titu en ts , p a r tn e rs  a n d  advocates, A N S I re sp o n d s  d ir e c t ly  to  the  s ta n d a rd iz a t io n  

a n d  c o n fo rm ity  assessm ent in te re s ts  a n d  needs o f  consum ers, g o ve rn m e n t, c o m p a n ie s  a n d  
o rg a n iz a tio n s .

Q :  W h a t  does A N S I  d o ?

A :  A N S I c o o rd in a te s  the  U.S. v o lu n ta ry  consensus s ta n d a rd s  system , p ro v id in g  a  n e u tra l  

fo r u m  f o r  the  d eve lo pm e n t o fp o l ic ie s  o n  s ta n d a rd s  issues a n d  se rves  as a  w a tc h d o g  f o r  

s ta n d a rd s  d e ve lo p m e n t a n d  c o n fo rm ity  assessm ent p ro g ra m s  a n d  processes. A N S I a lso  

a c c re d its  q u a l i f ie d  o rg a n iz a tio n s , w hose  s ta n d a rd s  d e v e lo p m e n t p ro c e s s  m eets a l l  o f  

A N S I ’s re q u ire m e n ts . H o w e ve r, A N S I i t s e l f  does n o t d e v e lo p  s ta n d a rd s . In  a d d it io n , A N S I  
re p re se n ts  U.S. in te re s ts  in  re g io n a l a n d  in te rn a t io n a l s ta n d a rd iz a t io n  a c t iv it ie s  w h ile  

o v e rs e e in g  c o n fo rm ity  assessm ent a c t iv it ie s  th a t p ro m o te  ih e  g lo b a l a cce p ta n ce  o f  U.S. 
p ro d u c ts , se rv ices, system s a n d  p e rso n n e l.

Q :  H o w  does A N S I  c o n d u c t its business?

A : O v e ra ll,  A N S I p ro v id e s  a n d  p ro m o te s  a  p ro ce ss  d e s ig n e d  to  p ro te c t  the  r ig h ts  a n d  

in te re s ts  o f  e v e r } 'p a r t ic ip a n t  th ro u g h  a  set o f f o u r  " c a rd in a l p r in c ip le s " .

O penness -  The A N S I p ro ce ss  is  f a i r  a n d  open. A n y  m a te r ia l ly  a ffe c te d  a n d  in te re s te d  

p a r ly  s h a l l  have  th e  a b i l i t y  to  p a r t ic ip a te .

B a la n c e  -  P a r t ic ip a n ts  s h o u ld  re p re se n t d ive rse  in te re s ts  a n d  ca teg o ries , a n d  n o  s in g le  

g ro u p  s h o u ld  have  d o m in a n c e  in  s ta n d a rd s  deve lopm ent.

D u e  P ro cess  - A l l  o b je c t io n s  s h a l l  have  a n  a tte m p t m ade  to w a rd s  th e ir  re s o lu tio n .

In te re s ts  w h o  b e lie ve  th e y  have  been tre a te d  u n fa ir ly  have  a  r ig h t  to  a pp ea l.

C onsensus  -  A g re e m e n ts  a re  re a c h e d  w hen  m o re  th a n  a  m a jo r ity ,  b u t n o t n e c e s s a r ily  a ll, 

o f  the  p a r t ic ip a n ts  c o n c u r  o n  a  p ro p o s e d  s o lu tio n .

Q :  Does A N S I  d e ve lo p  sa fe ty  codes an d  s tan da rd s?

A :  A N S I a c c re d its  codes a n d  s ta n d a rd s  d eve lo pm e n t th a t o p e ra te s  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  
consensus p ro c e d u re s , a n d  a p p ro v e s  codes a n d  s ta n d a rd s  p ro v id e d  th e y  a re  d e ve lo p e d  

v ia  th is  p rocess .



Q :  I f  A N S I  d o esn ’ t  c rea te  s ta n d a rd s , w h o  does?

A  : P re se n tly , th e re  a re  m o re  2 8 0  o rg a n iz a tio n s  a c c re d ite d  b y  A N S I  to  d e v e lo p  codes a n d  

s ta n d a rd s , in c lu d in g  o rg a n iz a t io n s  l ik e  A S T M  In te rn a t io n a l,  U n d e rw r ite rs  L a b o ra to r ie s ,  

In c ., N F P A , A S M E  In te rn a t io n a l,  CSA A m e ric a , In c ., the  In te rn a t io n a l A s s o c ia t io n  o f  

P lu m b in g  a n d  M e c h a n ic a l O ff ic ia ls , a n d  N S F  In te rn a t io n a l.  A c c re d ita t io n  ensu res  
a d h e re n ce  to  A N S I 's  c a rd in a l p r in c ip le s .

A N S I, in  c o o p e ra t io n  w ith  these s ta n d a rd s  d e v e lo p e rs  id e n t if ie s  th e  n e e d fo r  a  s ta n d a rd , 

sets p r io r i t ie s  f o r  its  c o m p le tio n , th e n  assures th a t a l l  im p a c te d  s ta k e h o ld e rs  have  a n  

o p p o r tu n ity  to  p a r t ic ip a te .  A u d its  oversee the  in te g r i ty  o f  the  A N S I p rocess , r e g u la r ly  

e n s u r in g  a d h e re n c e  to  th e  A N S I p ro c e d u re s  a n d  s a fe g u a rd in g  th e  v a lu e  o f  the  A N S I 
d e s ig n a tio n .
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M e m b e r  S o c ie t ie s

Alaska Society of Professional 
Engineers

Alaska Society of Professional 
Land Surveyors

American Congress on 
Surveying & Mapping Alaska 
Section

American Council of 
Engineering Companies/ 
Alaska

American Institute of 
Architects Alaska Chapter

American Society of Civil 
Engineers Alaska Section

American Society of 
Landscape Architects Alaska 
Chapter

Architecture/Engineering 
Marketing Association of 
Alaska

Professional Engineers in 
Private Practice Alaska 
Chapter

American Society of Interior 
Designers

The Alaska Professional Design Council (APDC) is opposed  to the Com mittee Substitute for 
SB38 presen ted  to the S en a te  Community and Regional Affairs Com mittee on February 26,

" 2003? W e do not believe this bill so lves the problem s identified in the sponso r statem ent:

♦ W e ag ree  that having co d es from two distinctly different families of codes could be a  
problem but this bill d o es  not resolve that problem. It m oves from three International 
co d es  and one  Uniform code to two International co d es  and two Uniform codes. The 
National Electrical C ode is essentially part of both families. The sim plest way to get 
to one  family of codes would be to rep lace the Uniform Plumbing C ode with the 
International Plumbing Code. However, the Plumbing C ode is m uch less important 
for fire and life safety and, therefore, we have not pushed for adoption of the 
International over the Uniform Plumbing Code.

♦ This bill d o es  c rea te  problem s for fire and life safety. T he Building, Fire, and 
M echanical co d es  a re  the three primary elem ents of fire safety. It is imperative that 
they be coordinated. This is unlikely to occur when you have co d es from two 
families, with two different app roaches to fire prevention, being adopted  by two 
different departm ents.

♦ It is correct that a  person who h as  both a  M echanical Administrator and  Plumbing 
Administrator's license is currently being required to get education on co d es from 
two families. But they would be required to get 8 hours of education on each  of the 
two co d es anyway, no m atter which family the co d es cam e from. There is no 
increase in total hours of required continuing education b ecau se  the two co d es are 
from different families, nor would there be a reduction if they w ere from one family.

♦ On the  o ther hand, this bill will force the code officials in the Fire M arshal’s  office, a s  
well a s  eng ineers and architects, to learn two co d es from one family and one code 
from the o ther family. T h ese  codes will have no cross-referencing and we will lose 
the existing cross-referencing betw een the International codes. W e don't understand 
why this is okay for th ese  individuals but not for M echanical and Plumbing 
Administrators.

♦ W e ag ree  that there are  conflicts and d iscrepancies in statu te and regulations that 
require a  legislative resolution. W e do not believe this bill d o es  that, a s  it leaves 
m any of the d iscrepancies in force.

Thus, w e recom m end that a  public/private work group should be formed to ad d ress  the 
whole system  of code adoption and enforcem ent in the S ta te  It should have representation 
from the 9 different S ta te  departm ents or ag en cies that a re  involved in regulating co d es and 
o ther elem ents of the construction p rocess plus represen tatives of building owners, 
architects, engineers, contractors, subcontractors, and municipal agencies. The work group 
should recom m end both statutory and  regulatory ch an g es to m ake code adoption and 
enforcem ent m ore uniform and less onerous on the construction community.

W e have a ttached  a  m ore com prehensive analysis of the issues raised by this legislation. If 
you have any questions regarding APDC's position or the attached  docum ent p lease  call or 
email Colin Maynard, PE (907-274-2236, cm aynard@ bbfm .com ) or Amy Daugherty (907 - 
463-2568, am ydaugherty@ gci.net).

mailto:cmaynard@bbfm.com
mailto:amydaugherty@gci.net
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The Alaska Professional Design Council (APDC) is opposed  to the Committee Substitute for 
SB38 presen ted  to the S en a te  Community and Regional Affairs Committee on February 26, 
2003. W e feel it handles a  few concerns with the sta tu tes regarding co d es without resolving 
the system ic problem s and, in som e ways, m ak es the situation worse. W e believe that a 
public/private task  force with representation of the various different governm ent agencies 
who a re  involved in codes and the construction process, a s  well a s  building owners, 
architects, engineers, contractors, subcontractors, and municipal agencies should be formed 
to ad d ress  the whole system  of code adoption and  enforcem ent in the State. The following is 
a discussion of the issues related to this particular piece of legislation:

1) Uniform to International C ode Transition: T here se e m s  to be som e rm sunderstanding 
about the Uniform/International Code transition.

♦ The International C onference of Building Officials (ICBO) is the agency that 
developed the Uniform Building, Fire, and  Mechanical C odes that the S ta te  h as 
historically adopted. In som e years, the M echanical code w as co-published by the 
International Association of Plbmbing and  M echanical Officials (IAPMO). W hen 
ICBO and IAPMO w ere not publishing jointly, it w as the ICBO version that the S tate 
adopted.

♦ Starting in 1991, ICBO and the two other regional building code developing agencies 
joined forces under a  joint body they called the International C ode Council (ICC) and 
s tad ed  work on a single national family of codes: the International C odes. T hese 
co d es started  out to be developed in conjunction with IAPMO and the National Fire 
Protection Association (NFPA) until th ese  two organizations joined forces and went 
their sep a ra te  way in 1999. Thus, the International codes a re  really a continuation of 
what we have always adopted -  the co d es developed by ICBO.

♦ The design and construction community h as  been trying to get a  single national 
family of codes since the 1970’s. After the split betw een the ICC and the 
NFPA/IAPMO coalition, the American Institute of Architects (AIA) tried to get both 
sides together to d iscuss the issue. B ased on their refusal to even discuss moving 
tow ards the goal of a  single family of codes, and without an alternate explanation, 
the AIA concluded that NFPA's position w as "solely b ased  on econom ic self 
interest." T hese a re  the people who have “concerns" with the S tate Fire Marshal and 
the adoption process.

♦ The change by the S tate Fire Marshal from the Uniform to International C odes has 
been  portrayed a s  a  capricious decision. That is not the case . The Uniform C odes 
w e have historically adopted no longer exist and have been superceded  by the 
International C odes. In 2000, there w ere no other Building or Fire codes to adopt 
o ther than the International Codes. It is imperative that the Building, Fire and 
M echanical C odes work together, since they are  the three fire safety codes, so  it w as 
an obvious choice to adopt the International M echanical Code to com plem ent the 
o ther International C odes.

♦ W e ag ree  that having two distinctly different families of co d es is a  problem but this 
legislation d o esn ’t resolve that problem, just divides it differently.



2) Moving the  M echanical C ode from Public Safety to Labor: APDC is opposed  to this m ove for 
several reasons:

♦ It is m ore important that the Mechanical C ode be com patible with the Building and Fire Code 
than the Plumbing Code. They a re  the three codes that work together to en su re  fire safety. 
The Plumbing C ode is much less important in this regard and, therefore, we have not 
opposed  adoption of the Uniform Plumbing C ode in lieu of the International Plumbing Code.
It would be next to impossible to get a  cohesive code se t if we adopt a  mix of codes from two 
different code families that have different app roaches to fire safety and then have two 
different ag en cies implement them. This would put fire safety a t risk.

♦ W e understand the presum ed logic of allowing the people who enforce the codes to adopt 
them. However, the fact of the m atter is that DOL contains only one  com ponent of the 
enforcem ent process: inspection. T here a re  three elem ents that are  involved in enforcing 
codes: T he eng ineers or architects who design to them, the  code officials who review the 
design draw ings prior to construction, and the inspectors who m ake sure that the contractor 
is building in accordance to the approved plans. In DOL you have the inspectors and in DPS 
you have the code officials. The way it works now, all three levels a re  involved in the 
enforcem ent of the M echanical Code. If you m ove the M echanical Code, then you will 
rem ove one leg of that three-legged stool.

♦ If w e lose the plan review segm en t and just rely on inspections, w e will be costing ow ners 
money, including the S tate of Alaska. Instead of finding out about a problem before you have 
constructed it, you will have to rip out com pleted work and construct som ething else  in its 
place. And since DOL is only inspecting outside the largest cities, the contractor can 't just 
run to the neighborhood plumbing supply store for new parts. Thus, ow ners will end up 
losing both m oney and  time.

♦ If we put all the codes (Building, Fire, M echanical, Plumbing, Electrical, ADA, Elevator, etc) in 
one agency  and  give it plan review and inspection authority, a s  well a s  an  appeal process, 
then we would have the ideal situation. This bill d o es  not m ove us toward that ideal. It 
actually m oves us farther away.

♦ If we want to put all the co d es that require adm inistrator's licenses and continuing education 
into one place, why not in the Occupational Licensing Division of the D epartm ent of 
Community and Economic Development (DCED)? They a re  the agency that licenses the 
Administrator’s  and approves the continuing education courses they have to take to renew  
their licenses, not the DOL. While being m ore consistent with the aim s of this proposal, we 
don’t actually think that is a  good idea either.

3) Training and Continuing Education: This is one of the biggest red herring argum ents that have 
been m ade.

♦ Every three years  a code com es out that h as  different provisions from the one before. Som e 
of the ch an g es a re  subtle and som e are drastic. It requires training to becom e aw are of the 
changes but only working with the code will get you familiar and com fortabh with all the new 
provisions. It d o es  not m atter if you are  going from the ICBO Uniform to the 'APMO Uniform 
or the ICBO Uniform to ICBO International, som e training will be n ecessary  a s  well a s  on the 
job experience.

♦ For exam ple, the seism ic load calculations have changed  drastically in each  of the last three 
code cycles. And that w as just a code revision, not a  switch betw een code developers.

♦ T he fact that there is a  statutory requirem ent for Mechanical, Plumbing, and  Electrical 
Administrators d o es  not m ean that they are  the only people going through continuing 
education. Training and continuing education a re  a fact of life for everybody in the 
construction industry.



4) Delay o f enforcement: We do not believe that a three-year delay is in the best interest o f the State.
♦ C odes a re  published on a  three-year cycle. With a  three-year delay, the next code will be out 

before you start working with the new one.
♦ T he design profession, in m any cases , starts working with the new editions of the codes even 

before the S ta te  or the Municipalities have adopted them. T here a re  code provisions that 
allow u se  of "alternative m eans and methods" and code officials typically accep t the new 
code, since it is based  on new er research  and experience.

♦ For exam ple, the Arctic Slope Regional Corporation office building in A nchorage w as 
designed  using the International codes, w as built, and occupied before A nchorage got around 
to adopting the new Codes.

5) Transition: W e ag ree  that som e transition time is n ecessary  for projects that a re  well along when 
the new codes becom e effective.

♦ It is our understanding that the S ta te  Fire M arshal and local code officials have always 
provided for this. W e have no problem with codifying that practice.

6) Current statutory problem s: There a re  num erous inconsistencies in the current statu tes that this bill 
does not address.

♦ T he International C onference of Building Officials is cited in several locations in the statu tes 
and regulations. As of February 1 ,2003 , they no longer exist a s  a sep a ra te  entity a s  they 
and the Southern Building Code C ongress International and the Building Officials And Code 
Administrators formally m erged to becom e the International C ode Council.

♦ In several locations, the Uniform Building, Fire, and M echanical C odes a re  cited in statu te 
and  regulation. The first two are  no longer published and the latter is only published by 
IAPMO.

W e can provide a detailed analysis of the specific provisions of the bill, if so  desired. If you have any 
questions regarding APDC's position or this docum ent p lease  call or email Colin Maynard, PE (907- 
274-2236, cm aynard@ bbfm .com ) or Amy Daugherty (907-463-2568, am ydaugherty@ gci.net).

mailto:cmaynard@bbfm.com
mailto:amydaugherty@gci.net
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E-mail: greg.moore@nana-colt.com

March 7, 2003

The Honorable Senator Thom as W agoner
State Capitol, Room 427
Juneau, AK 99801-1182
907-465-2828
800-964-5733
Fax: (907) 465-4779

R E :  Senate Bill 38 C o m m u n i t y  Hearing March 5th, 2003

Dear Senator W agoner,

NANA/Colt Engineering, LLC and I wish to thank you for the opportunity to testify during the 
March 5m com m ittee hearing on Senate Bill 38. The continued involvem ent of your com m ittee is 
appreciated and in our opinion, warranted. As Senator Taylor com m ented at the close of the 
SB 38 discussions, he was not com fortable with the idea of assigning this im portant issue to a 
departm ent fo r resolution. We support the Senator's assessm ent and agree that it would not be 
the best solution to the problem.

In response to Senator Elton's request, I am enclosing Appendix L of the A laska Adm inistrative 
Code (13 AAC 50.020). The impact to the Appendix with the movem ent of authority and the 
changing of the code between the International & the Uniform Mechanical Code will impact the 
Appendix not in an easily recognizable m anner such as direct reference to a specific section in 
the codes. The Appendix was written utilizing a performance based perspective, but wrapped 
deeply into all the requirem ents of the Building, Mechanical & Fire Codes. If the change were to 
take place it would be a m atter of reviewing and the code requirements and trying to apply the 
Appendix verbiage.

The larger review and rewrite would be of all 208 cross-references between the three codes and 
then the creation of new revisions that would be used to cross-reference to the code adopted by 
the Departm ent of Labor. All of this would affect the 13 AAC 50.010 thru 50.030. This would be 
a very time consum ing procedure such as it was two years ago when the state journeyed from 
the Uniform Codes to the International Codes.

NANA/Colt is an Alaska based engineering firm that provides engineering and consulting 
sen/ices to the oil and gas industry. W e are strongly committed to ensuring that safe building 
practices are m aintained and utilized in the State of Alaska.

I have also enclosed a copy of my testim ony for your records and review. Please feel free to 
contact me concerning questions or requests for assistance that may be needed.

Respectfully subm itted,

Greg Moore
Fire Protection Specialist

cc: John Minier, President, NANA/Colt Engineering, LLC

mailto:greg.moore@nana-colt.com
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First, I would like to thank the Senators for allowing me the chance to speak.

My name is Greg Moore and I represent NANA Colt Engineering o f Anchorage, Alaska. We are 
a firm of approximately 180 engineering and design professionals that provide services to the 
industrial and Commercial Markets in Alaska.

We wish to voice our opposition to Senate Bill 38.

As a design & engineering firm we have a cons'derably investment into providing safe building 
designs, which incorporate the use of the International Building, Mechanical and Fire Codes. 
NANA Colt Engineering views the proposal of this bill in a manner that does not constitute an 
overall safe building design.

As an Alaskan Company we are most concerned with the safety of the citizens of Alaska, the 
people who visit Alaska and the workforce of Alaska. Maintaining the present code authorities 
and the adopted International Mechanical Code has provided that safety net we value.

As a 22 year National Fire Protection Association member who sits on 3 different code-writing 
committees and as a member of the International Conference of Building Officials and the 
Southern Building Code Congress International I have been involved in the code adoption 
process many times. I am used by many entities and companies to help sort out and 
understand the codes and the processes in place for enforcement. I come first to lend my 
assistance to any of the Senators or Representatives who wishes to understand the 
backgrounds & intentions of the Model Building Codes used in the United States.

This bill seeks to remove the authority of the Mechanical Code from the Department of Public 
Safety to the Department of Labor and then allow the Dept of Labor to adopt a Mechanical 
Code. Since it is unclear in the language of the bill what Mechanical Code the Dept of Labor 
would adopt we can only assume that it would be the Uniform Mechanical Code. This 
assumption is made under the pretense tnat the current Alaska Statute defines a Mechanical 
Administrator as a person required to work under the Uniform Mechanical Code along with other 
Uniform Codes. With this assumption in mind we follow the path that the Uniform Mechanical 
Code with amendments and appendixes would be adopted and thus the integrity of safe 
building designs would probably be jeopardized. When a State or City has model building 
codes not of the same family and not written with the same intentions, those areas can suffer 
from code segregation. To define "code segregation" we must assume that the International 
Building and Fire Codes are under the authority of the State Fire Marshal and the Uni.'orm 
Mechanical and Plumbing Codes and the National Electrical Code is under the authority of the 
Dept o f Labor. As probably all o f us understand the design, construction, maintenance and 
repair o f a building, regardless of whether it is a residential, commercial or an industrial 
occupancy utilizes all of the mentioned codes during the design and construction phase. Since 
this state and the municipalities within this state require plan reviews, construction permits or 
officially accepted maintenance procedures to be submitted to the regulatory authorities, it is 
only understandably that a single code authority is better than two. The reason why is that 
consistency in the plan review phase and standards that are equal and fair to all parties are the 
key to a safe building design. When a regulatory authority such as the State Fire Marshal is 
limited to the review of only certain areas of the model codes, the total building safety is 
compromised. Presently, the Dept of Labor does not provide plan review for the Electrical and 
Plumbing Codes. State Inspectors are expected to inspect a facility after it is built if at all. A 
common fear throughout the engineering & design communities is that of spending a million
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dollars of a client’s budget to build a facility to only find out later that it does not meet the code 
interpretation of the Electrical Inspector. Presently, the Fire Marshal’s Office provides plan 
review services and code consultation to its customers. I find those services a very valuable 
part of the Safe Building Designs that we provide our clients. As a company, and I as a code 
professional view the segregation of the model building codes as damaging to the body and 
intention of the code. The International Codes were designed to be used as one set of codes 
utilizing references such as NFPA Standards or ANSI Standards. To require the engineer to 
separate the design between two state departments will be costly and especially time 
consuming. The time spent asking for interpretations between the two different codes will be 
frustrating and those costs will impact projects here in Alaska.

This bill brings many questions to mind; first and foremost what is the real driving force behind 
this bill. The bills sponsor explains that it is a matter o f providing the proper training for the 
Mechanical Administrators. We can see his point, the Alaska Statute calls for the Uniform 
Codes to be followed by the Mechanical Administrators and the Alaska Administrative Code 
plus the Siate Superior Court tells them that the International Mechanical Code is the law that 
they must build to. I can only sympathize with them because what the Senate Bill will ask from 
all the Engineering, Architectural, Construction, Municipalities and the Stale Fire Marshals 
Office will be to first rewrite everything from the 13 AAC 50 to company design policies and 
procedures plus any of the various municipalities recently adopted laws. I do not propose that 
we ignore the Mechanical Administrators complaint or issues; I propose we attack the problem 
in a different manner. NANA/Colt Engineering supports a single department that can provide 
consistency in the administration of safe building design, maintenance and inspection. The 
Department of Public Safety is presently supplying this service for the Building, Mechanical and 
Fire Codes. With the addition of the Plumbing and Electrical Codes plus adding the electrical 
inspectors would create a single department charged with providing Model Building Code 
Adoption, Plan Review with permitting, code interpretation and building inspection services.

We understand that something such as this is costly to the state, just as costly as this Senate 
Bill will be. We are surprised to see a zero note attached to this bill. How can the Dept of Labor 
accept the authority and responsibility of the Mechanical Code without a cost impact? Has the 
Dept of Labor submitted a plan to this committee outlining their intentions on how to manage, 
administer, staff and regulate the Mechanical Code Authority process? Has a plan been set-up 
to incorporate the use of industry professionals to help with the code adoption process? Quite a 
few items need to be addressed, but why when the State of Alaska has a process that is in 
place. Does the process need work? Of course, code regulation, review and adoption is 
"evergreen”. We engineers and designers expect the process to run through some sort of 
review and change ever three years, the normal code cycle.

I must also comment on the Sponsors Statement for this bill. For an issue that effects Building 
Safety so deeply that legislation is required, I would o f assumed that the bills sponsor would of 
contacted the State Fire Marshal to discuss a way to correct the issues that the Senator has 
outlined. As of yesterday at 3:00 PM, the Senator had not spoken with the State Fire Marshal or 
the Assistant State Fire Marshal. The Senators Statement also leads the reader to believe that 
personnel charged with using the Fire and Building Code are not required to attend continuing 
education. I would like to correct that statement by stating that my permit as issued by the State 
Fire Marshal requires me to accumulate points for every discipline I am certified in. Those 
points are earned mostly through Continuing Education Credits. On an average I must attend 
enough training to earn at least 16 CEU's per yr plus other professional activities where I earn 
points. I also usually take three 8-hour tests per year so as to maintain my certifications. The 
Plan Reviewers for the State Fire Marshal’s Office must also maintain their certification and that 
is through formal training and testing. These requirements might not be spelled out in the
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Alaska Statutes but the 13 AAC 50 does address the personnel permitting requirements for the 
State.

Presently the International Codes contain 208 cross-references between the International 
Building Code, Mechanical Code and Fire Code. To remove the Mechanical Code would 
require that each of those references be addressed in the 13 AAC 50 through either new 
language or to repeal. We would also like to mention that Appendix L of the 13 AAC 50, which 
addresses North Slope Hydrocarbon Processing Buildings, would need to be reviewed and 
rewritten if a new Mechanical Code with amendments is adopted. As far as using a cross 
reference book between the Uniform Mechanical and International Mechanical there is a book 
published by the International Code Conference (ICC). This book though only provides the 
reader with a chapter for chapter cross-reference. If the language or intention of the code was 
changed the cross reference book does not provide interpretation to the reader and thus the 
user is required to make a best guess or call tha code authority for a Formal Interpretation. 
More time and money must be added to the project to make up for this and the State will need 
to budget and staff to support these questions.

This bill will also impact those municipalities that have adopted the International Family of 
Codes. Anchorage recently went through a very lengthy and I assume costly process to adopt 
the International Codes. If the State Fire Marshal’s Office is not the code authority for the 
Mechanical Code and the Dept of Labor moves to adopt the Uniform Mechanical Code, will the 
municipalities be required to adopt the Uniform Mechanical Code? If the answer is yes, who is 
going to pay for the process to repeal the old and adopt another new code? What about the 
personnel in those engineering and construction firms that have attended formal training on the 
International Mechanical Code? We will need to retrain and test.

If this is truly a training issue as the bill sponsor states, lets address training with a solution that 
does not defeat safe practices, introduce costs to t^ e people of Alaska and slow down the 
building process through increased departmental involvement. We do not need additional 
legislation of this kind to fix a training problem.

The Senate Biil also does not align itself well with the Governors statement of wanting to 
"Streamline the Business Permitting Process".

I thank you for your time and again I make myself available to this committee, the Department of 
Labor and the Department o f Public Safety.

Veiy Respectfully,
Greg Moore
NANA Colt Engineering, LLC 
700 G Street, ATO 500 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Office -  907-273-4449
Mobile -  907-230-2438
Email -  greg.moore@nana-colt.com

mailto:greg.moore@nana-colt.com
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APPENDIX L NORTH SLOPE HYDROCARBON PROCESSING BUILDINGS

L I  01 G e n e ra l.  T hese  p r o v is io n s  h a ve  b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  t o  
p r o v id e  e n g in e e r in g  m e th o d s  f o r  th e  d e s ig n  a n d  c o n s t r u c t i o n  
o f  H y d ro c a rb o n  P ro c e s s in g  B u i ld in g s  o f  G ro u p  H -1 /H -2 /H -3  
o c c u p a n c ie s  on  th e  N o r th  S lo p e  o f  t h i s  s t a t e .

L102 S co p e . T hese  s ta n d a rd s  s u p e rs e d e  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  
r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  th e  2000 I n t e r n a t i o n a l  B u i l d i n g  C o d e  
{ I . B . C . ) ,  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  M e c h a n i c a l  C o d e  ( I . M . . C . ) ,  and  

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  F i r e  C o d e  ( I . F . C )  as  th e  m in im um  re q u ir e m e n ts  
f o r  G roup  H - l ,  H -2 , a n d  H -3  O c c u p a n c ie s  when d e s ig n in g  and  
c o n s t r u c t in g  N o r th  S lo p e  h y d ro c a rb o n  b u i l d in g s  i n  t h i s  
s t a t e .

L 1 0 2 .2 .  S m a ll u n o c c u p ie d  s t r u c t u r e s ,  s h e l t e r s  a nd  
p ig g in g  e n c lo s u r e s .  S m a ll u n o c c u p ie d  s t r u c t u r e s ,  
s h e l t e r s ,  and  p ig g in g  e n c lo s u r e s  w i l l  be  c l a s s i f i e d  as 
a G roup  U o c c u p a n c y  as d e s c r ib e d  i n  S e c t io n  312 o f  th e  
I . B . C . .  A n y  o f  th e s e  s t r u c t u r e s  t h a t  e x c e e d  250 s q u a re  
f e e t  i n  a re a  m us t h a ve  tw o  e x i t s .

L :’.03 B a s ic  a l lo w a b le  m o d u le  s i z e ,  h e ig h t ,  and  s e p a r a t io n .
The b a s ic  a l lo w a b le  m o d u le  s i z e ,  h e ig h t ,  and  s e p a r a t io n  f o r  
H y d ro c a rb o n  P ro c e s s in g  B u i ld in g s  m u s t c o m p ly  w i t h  A p p e n d ix  
L 1 0 3 .1  -  L 1 0 3 .3  o f  t h i s  C ode.

L 1 0 3 .1 .  A re a  and  h e ig h t .  The maximum a l lo w a b le  f l o o r  
a re a  f o r  H y d ro c a rb o n  P ro c e s s in g  B u i ld in g s  u s in g  a 
m in im um  o f  Type I I B  c o n s t r u c t io n  i s  1 0 ,0 0 0  s q u a re  f e e t  
and  th e  b u i l d in g  may o n ly  be  one  s t o r y .  The maximum 
a l lo w a b le  h e ig h t  s h a l l  be 65 f e e t ;  th e  r e fe r e n c e  da tum  
s h a l l  be th e  to p  o f  th e  f i r s t  f l o o r  f r a m in g  s y s te m . 
P e n th o u s e  and  r o o f  s t r u c t u r e s  a re  p e r m i t t e d  t o  e x te n d  
a b ove  th e  65 f o o t  h e ig h t  l i m i t  t o  m ee t s p e c ia l
r e q u ir e m e n ts ,  i n c l u d in g  a e r i a l  c o o le r s ,  to w e r s ,  and  
to w e r  e n c lo s u r e s .  A l lo w a b le  a re a  a n d  b u i l d i n g  h e ig h t  
in c r e a s e s  p e r m i t t e d  b y  S e c t io n s  504 a n d  506 o f  th e
I . B . C .  do n o t  a p p ly .

L103 .1 .  j . . S e r v ic e  a re a  p la t f o r m s .  An e le v a te d  
p la t f o r m  o r  s e r ie s  o f  p la t f o r m s  o f  H y d ro c a rb o n  
P ro c e s s in g  B u i ld in g s  may n o t  be  c l a s s i f i e d  as 
a f l o o r  o r  m e z z a n in e  w i t h i n  a b u i l d i n g ,  and
a re  n o t  be  s u b je c t  t o  th e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f
S e c t io n  505 o f  th e  I . B . C . .



A c c e s s  a n d  e g re s s  r e q u ir e m e n ts  f o r  s e r v ic e  
a re a  p la t f o r m s  m u s t be  s e rv e d  b y  a t  l e a s t  tw o  
e x i t s  p e r  l e v e l ,  w i t h  one b e in g  d i r e c t l y  t o  an  
e x t e r i o r  s t a i r .

P la t fo r m s  m u s t be c o n s t r u c te d  o f  g r a t i n g - t y p e  
m a t e r ia l  so  t h a t  th e  m a in  f l o o r  l e v e l  b e lo w  i s  
v i s i b l e  t h r - u g h  th e  p la t f o r m .  U p p e r s e r v ic e  
a re a  p la t f o r m s  m u s t be  k e p t  t o  th e  m in im um  
s iz e  t h a t  i s  n e c e s s a ry  t o  a c c o m p lis h  
o c c a s io n a l  s e r v ic e ,  o p e r a t in g  d u t ie s ,  and s a fe  
e g re s s .  V i r t u a l  w a l l - t o - w a l l  g r a t i n g  on  u p p e r  
l e v e l s  i s  c o n s id e r e d  a s t o r y  and  m u s t be 
in c lu d e d  i n  f l o o r  a re a  c a lc u la t i o n s .

L 1 0 3 .2 .  M o d u le  s e p a r a t io n .  H y d ro c a rb o n  p r o c e s s in g  
b u i l d in g s  m u s t c o m p ly  w i t h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  
S u b s e c t io n s  5 0 1 .2  as  am ended b y  t h i s  code  and  
S u b s e c t io n s  ‘704 and  72 0 . 6 . 2 . 3  o f  th e  I .  B . C . ,  f o r  a l l  
o c c u p a n c ie s .  E le v a te d  p ip e w a y s  e x te n d in g  f ro m  a 
b u i l d in g  may n o t  be  c o n s id e re d  " e x te n s io n s "  o f  th e  
b u i l d in g .

L 1 0 3 .2 .1 .  B u i ld in g  e x te n s io n s  a n d  s e r v ic e  a r e a 
p la t f o r m s . B u i ld in g  e x te n s io n s  o f  H y d ro c a rb o i 
P ro c e s s in g  B u i ld in g s  i n t o  th e  y a r d ,  in c lu d e  
la n d in g s ,  p la t f o r m s ,  s t a i r s ,  v e s s e ls ,  v e s s e l  
e n c lo s u r e s ,  ta n k s ,  a n d  e x h a u s t  o r  in t a k e  
h o o d s . C le a r  an d  u n o b s t r u c te d  a c c e s s  f o r  f i r e  
f i g h t i n g  i s  t o  be  no  le s s  th a n  40 f e e t .  
B r id g in g  b e tw e e n  b u i l d in g s  m u s t be d e s ig n e d  t o  
a l lo w  a c c e s s  a n d  o p e r a t io n  f o r  f i r e f i g h t i n g .

L 1 0 3 .3 .  U t i l i d o r s .  U t i l i d o r s  a re  c o n s id e re d  p e d e s t r ia n  
w a lk w a y s  a nd  m u s t c o m p ly  w i t h  th e  p r o v is io n s  o f  
S e c t io n  3104 o f  th e  I . B . C . .  I f  s u c h  u t i l i d o r s  do n o t  
c o m p ly  w i t h  S e c t io n  3 104 , th e y  w i l l  be  c l a s s i f i e d  as a 
b u i l d in g  and  r e q u i r e d  t o  m eet a l l  a p p l i c a b le  s e c t io n s  
o f  th e  I . B . C .  .

L104 S t a i r s ,  L a n d in g s ,  H a n d r a i ls ,  and G u a r d r a i ls .  S t a i r s ,  
la n d in g s ,  h a n d r a i ls ,  and  g u a r d r a i l s  m u s t m ee t th e  m inim um  
r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  8 AAC 61 , as am ended as  o f  M a rch  9 , 2001
and  a s  amended fro m  t im e  t o  t im e ;  th e s e  r e g u la t io n s  
s u p e rs e d e  th e  r e s p e c t iv e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  o f  th e  I . B . C . .

L 1 0 4 .1 .  F lo o r  l e v e l  a t  d o o rs .  F lo o r s  o r  la n d in g s  may



be m ore  th a n  one  in c h  lo w e r  th a n  th e  t h r e s h o ld  o f  
d o o rw a y s  i f  an  a t te m p t  i s  made t o  m in im iz e  th e  d ro p  
th r o u g h  th e  u se  o f  ram ps a t  i n t e r i o r  d o o rw a y s  as 
d e s c r ib e d  i n  S u b s e c t io n  1 0 0 3 .3 .1 .6  o f  th e  I . B . C . .

L105 C o n s t r u c t io n  s p e c i f i c s .  The c o n s t r u c t io n  o f
H y d ro c a rb o n  P ro c e s s in g  B u i ld in g s  m u s t c o m p ly  w i t h  A p p e n d ix
L 1 0 5 .1  -  L 0 5 .4  o f  t h i s  C ode.

L 1 0 5 .1 .  F i r e  wa.1 I s .  When a f i r e  w a l l  i s  u s e d  t o  
q u a l i f y  u n d e r  S e c t io n  705 o f  th e  I . B . C . ,  th e  w a l l  m u s t 
c o m p ly  w i t h  t h a t  s e c t io n .  I f  th e  f i r e  w a l l  do es  n o t  
e x te n d  t o  th e  g ro u n d , th e  s t r u c t u r a l  s u p p o r ts  f o r  th e  
w a l l  m u s t r e s t  u p o n , and  be c o m p le te ly  s u p p o r te d  b y , 
th e  p i l i n g s .

L I 0 5 .2 .  Tank s u p p o r t  f i r e p r o o f i n g . F i r e  p r o o f in g  
r e q u ir e m e n ts  f o r  s t e e l  ta n k  s u p p o r ts ,  as d e s c r ib e d  i n  
S u b s e c t io n  3 4 0 4 . 2 . 9 . 1 .3  o f  th e  I . F . C .  (2000  E d i t i o n )  
as  a d o p te d  b y  r e fe r e n c e ,  may be w a iv e d  b y  th e  b u i l d in g  
o f f i c i a l  when j u s t i f i e d ,  b a s e d  on  th e  re m o te n e s s  o f  
th e  f a c i l i t y  and  la c k  o f  p u b l i c  a c c e s s , o r  a n a l y t i c a l  
o r  e m p i r i c a l  r e s u l t s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  s u f f i c i e n t  h e a t  
c o u ld  be  t r a n s m i t t e d  t o  th e  p e r m a f r o s t  t o  ca u se  
fo u n d a t io n  s e t t le m e n t .

L 1 0 5 .3 .  Foam p l a s t i c  i n s u la t e d  b u i l d in g  p a n e ls .  F o r  
h y d ro c a rb o n  p r o c e s s in g  b u i l d in g s  u s e d  i n  th e  a c t u a l  
p r o c e s s in g  o f  h y d ro c a rb o n s  a n d , n o t  n o r m a l ly  u s e d  i n  
o t h e r  m in e r a l  e x t r a c t i o n  o r  m a n u fa c tu r in g  a c t i v i t i e s ,  
fo am  p l a s t i c  i n s u la t e d  b u i l d i n g  p a n e ls  u s e d  on  th e s e  
b u i l d in g s  may a p p ly  a foam  p l a s t i c  i n s u la t e d  b u i l d in g  
p a n e l th e r m a l b a r r i e r  w i t h  an  in d e x  o f  1 5 . F a c to r y  
M u tu a l a p p r o v a l S ta n d a rd  4880 o r  U n d e r w r i t e r s  
L a b o r a to r y  (UL) S u b je c t  1040 a re  a c c e p ta b le  t e s t s  f o r  
th e  p u rp o s e s  o f  a p p r o v a l  u n d e r  S u b s e c t io n  2 6 0 3 .7  o f  
th e  I .  B . C .  .

L 1 0 5 .4 .  E l e c t r i c a l  o r  c o m m u n ic a t io n  e q u ip m e n t s h e l t e r s  
and  w e l lh e a d  c o v e r s .  T h e rm a l b a r r i e r  r e q u ir e m e n ts  as 
d e s c r ib e d  i n  S u b s e c t io n  2 6 0 3 .4  o f  th e  I . B . C . ,  a re  n o t  
r e q u i r e d  f o r  f i b e r g l a s s  o r  m e ta l c o v e re d  foam  p a n e ls  
u s e d  f o r  c o n s t r u c t io n  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  o r  c o m m u n ic a t io n  
e q u ip m e n t s h e l t e r s  and  w e l lh e a d  c o v e rs  i f  th e  
f o l l o w i n g  c o n d i t io n s  a re  m e t:

1 . Foam u s e d  m u s t m ee t th e  r e q u ir e m e n ts  
d e s c r ib e d  i n  S u b s e c t io n  2 6 0 3 .3  o f  th e
I . B .  C . ;



2 .  T h e  a r e a  o f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  s h e l t e r  o r  c o v e r  
m a y  n o t  e x c e e d  3 0 0  s q u a r e  f e e t ;

3 .  S e p a r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  i n d i v i d u a l  s h e l t e r s  m u s t  
b e  a  m i n i m u m  o f  s i x  f e e t .  E a c h  w e l l h e a d  m u s t  
h a v e  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  c o v e r ,  b u t  t h e  m i n i m u m  
s e p a r a t i o n  b e t w e e n  i n d i v i d u a l  c o v e r s  d o e s  
n o t  a p p l y ;

4 .  T h e  e l e c t r i c a l  o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s h e l t e r  o r  
w e l l h e a d  c o v e r  m u s t  n o r m a l l y  b e  u n o c c u p i e d .  
I t  i s  u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  o p e r a t o r s  n e e d  t o
s p e n d  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  1 0  m i n u t e s  p e r  d a y
t a k i n g  r e a d i n g s  i n  w e l l  h e a d s  c o v e r s  a n d  
t h a t  m a i n t e n a n c e  i s  i n f r e q u e n t l y  r e q u i r e d .  
T h e  m o s t  e x t e n s i v e  m a i n t e n a n c e  i s  w e l l
w i r e l i n e  w o r k .  T h i s  w o r k  m a y  e x t e n d  t o  a  
w e e k  p e r  w e l l  a n d  o c c u r  o n c e  e v e r y  s e v e r a l  
y e a r s  p e r  w e l l .  M o s t  o f  t h i s  w o r k  i s
a c c o m p l i s h e d  f r o m  o u t s i d e  t h e  w e l l  h e a d  
c o v e r .  A l l  m a i n t e n a n c e  i s  s t r i c t l y  
c o n t r o l l e d  w i t h  a  p e r m i t  s y s t e m ;

5 .  T h e  e l e c t r i c a l  o r  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  s h e l t e r s  
d e s i g n e d  w i t h  w o r k s t a t i o n s  i n  t h e  f a c i l i t y  
d o  n o t  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h i s  m o d i f i c a t i o n .

L 1 0 6  F i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n .  T h e  p r o v i s i o n s  s e t  o u t  a t  S e c t i o n s  
L 1 0 6 . 1  -  L 1 0 6 . 3  e s t a b l i s h  t h e  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  f i r e
s u p p r e s s i o n  a t  N o r t h  S l o p e  H y d r o c a r b o n  P r o c e s s i n g  
B u i l d i n g s .

L 1 0 6 . 1 .  H a l o n  1 3 0 1  s y s t e m  a u t o m a t i c  a c t i v a t i o n  f o r  g a s  
d e t e c t i o n .  I n  a r e a s  o f  H y d r o c a r b o n  P r o c e s s i n g  
B u i l d i n g s  w h e r e  ( 1 )  b o t h  f i r e  a n d  e x p l o s i o n  h a z a r d s  
e x i s t ,  ( 2 )  b o t h  f i r e  a n d  g a s  d e t e c t i o n  s y s t e m s  a r e  
i n s t a l l e d ,  ( 3 )  t h e  f i r e  a n d  g a s  d e t e c t i o n  d e v i c e s  
a l a r m  a t  a  c o n t i n u o u s l y  s t a f f e d  c o n t r o l  r o o m  a n d  
t r a i n e d  o p e r a t o r s  c a n  q u i c k l y  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  f i r e  a n d  
g a s  a l a r m s  f o l l o w i n g  s p e c i f i c  f i r e  a n d  g a s  a l a r m
r e s p o n s e  p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d  ( 4 )  c o l l a t e r a l  f i r e  d a m a g e  
i s  l i k e l y  t o  b e  m i n i m a l ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  H a l o n  1 3 0 1
o p e r a t i n g  a c t i v a t i o n  m o d e  i s  a c c e p t a b l e :  A u t o m a t i c
a c t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  H a l o n  1 3 0 1  s y s t e m  u p o n  g a s  d e t e c t i o n  
c o u p l e d  w i t h  m a n u a l  a c t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  s a m e  H a l o n  1 3 0 1  
s y s t e m  o n  f i r e  d e t e c t i o n .

L 1 0 6 . 2 .  M a n u a l  a c t i v a t i o n  o f  t o t a l  f l o o d i n g  f i r e  
s u p p r e s s i o n  s y s t e m s . I n  a r e a s  w h e r e  ( 1 )  t h e  o n l y
h a z a r d  i s  f i r e ,  n o t  e x p l o s i o n ,  ( 2 )  f i r e  d e t e c t i o n  
d e v i c e s  a l a r m  a t  c o n t i n u o u s l y  s t a f f e d  c o n t r o l  r o o m s ,
( 3 )  t r a i n e d  o p e r a t o r s  c a n  q u i c k l y  r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  f i r e  

a l a r m s  f o l l o w i n g  s p e c i f i c  f i r e  a l a r m  r e s p o n s e



p r o c e d u r e s ,  a n d  ( 4 )  c o l l a t e r a l  f i r e  d a m a g e  i s  l i k e l y  
t o  b e  m i n i m a l ,  m a n u a l  a c t i v a t i o n  o f  t h e  t o t a l  f l o o d i n g  
f i r e  s u p p r e s s i o n  a g e n t  i s  a c c e p t a b l e .  T h e s e  a r e a s  a l s o  
i n c l u d e  c o n t i n u o u s l y  s t a f f e d  c o n t r o l  r o o m s .

L 1 0 6 . 3 .  P l a t f o r m  w i d t h .  I n  b u i l d i n g s  p r o t e c t e d  w i t h  
f i r e  s p r i n k l e r  s y s t e m s ,  a n y  p l a t f o r m  t h a t  e x c e e d s  f o u r  
f e e t  i n  w i d t h  o r  l e n g t h  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  a n  o b s t r u c t i o n  
f o r  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  t h e  i n s t a l l a t i o n  o f  s p r i n k l e r  
s y s t e m s  u n d e r  S u b s e c t i o n  9 0 3 . 3 . 1 . 1  o f  t h e  I . B . C . "



C I T Y  O F  F A I R B A N K S
Steve M. Thompson, Mayor

February 18,2003

8 0 0  C U S H M A N  S T R E E T  
F A I R B A N K S ,  A L A S K A  9 9 7 0 1 - 4 6 1 5  

O F F I C E :  9 0 7 - 4 5 9 - 6 7 9 3  
F A X :  9 0 7 - 4 5 9 - 6 7 8 7  

smthompson@ ci.fairbanks.alc.us

VIA FACSIMILE: (9071 465-3884 VIA FACSIMILE: (907) 465-2937

Senator Gene Therriault 
State Capitol Room 111 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Representative Jim Holm 
State Capitol Building 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Re: Senate Bill 38

Gentlemen:

The City of Fairbanks wishes to inquire as to the origin and circumstances that prompted Senate Bill 38. As 
you may recall, the City of Fairbanks passed Resolution No. 3987 on March 25, 2002. The resolution was 
entitled, “A Resolution of Strong Objection to the Current Language of House Bills 399. 436 and 437 
Regarding the State Adoption of the Uniform Mechanical Code and Other Related Codes.’’ SB 38 although 
similar to the previously referenced house bills, is more regressive as it establishes: 1) a statutory monopoly 
for the adoption of construction codes; 2) postpones the effective date of any future construction code for 
three years; 3) retroactively invalidates all cunrent construction codes duly adopted by this city or any other 
city; and 4) usurps home rule authority. Regarding an unrelated issue but nonetheless, emphasizing point 
number four, Senator Wilken was recently quoted in the Daily News Miner as stating, “The best government is 
the government closest to the people,"w e concur. SB 38 does not meet this litmus test.

As to the specifics of the bill, we fundamentally believe that the governmental consensus process is 
appropriate for the adoption of construction codes, as the final vote rests with code officials employed by 
governmental agencies who have r.o vested interest in the outcome. However, the ANSI process as 
stipulated in SB 38, would allow special interest groups to have an equal and final vote. While we agree that 
all groups must be involved in the code adoption p ocess, the final vote should not be vested with special 
interest groups which may benefit or profit by the outcome. Construction codes should not be used as an 
economic weapon. A code should be judged on its merits and not the economic impact on market share. We 
should have a choice to adopt the best code for the City of Fairbanks and the State of Alaska. A$ a direct 
compaiison the legislative process incorporated by the State of Alaska Legislature is similar to the 
governmental consensus process. Hypothetically, if the ANSI process is implemented at the legislative level, 
the final vote, for any legislation would be determined by multi national industry and labor lobbyists. There 
would be no direct line of accountability as there currently exists between legislators, their constituents and 
the ballot box. While we recognize and appreciate that legislation is a give and take process, SB 38 only 
takes. We would like to discuss this matter with you more fully and develop a better understanding of the 
intent and motivation behind this bill.

Sincerely,

CITY OF FAIRBANKS

y

CC: Interior Delegation
Encl. Copy of Resolution No. 3987

Senate Community 8 Regional Affairs Committee

mailto:smthompson@ci.fairbanks.alc.us


RESOLUTION 2003-17 
(Requested by Council Member McLane)

A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING HOUSE BILL 57, AN ACT AMENDING THE MANNER CF 
DEI ERMINING THE ROYALTY RECEIVED BY THE STATE ON GAS PRODUCTION AS IT 

RELATES TO THE MANUFACTURE OF CERTAIN VALUE ADDED PRODUCTS

CITY OF SOLDOTNA MAR I o 2003

WHEREAS, the manufacturing of value added resources in the State of Alaska serves as a 
catalyst to economic development in Alaska; and

WHEREAS, one of the state’s premier value added manufacturing industries is located on the 
Kenai Peninsula; and

WHEREAS, this industry, Agrium Kenai Nitrogen Operations, is exceptional for its combination of 
high pay levels, amount and concentration of expenditures in Alaska, and Agrium Kenai Nitrogen 
Operations is one of the few industries adding value to Alaska's natural resources using Cook 
Inlet natural gas to create ai,hydrous ammonia and two forms of urea; and

WHEREAS, Agrium Kenai Nitrogen Operations purchases natural gas from producers in Cook 
Inlet and markets its products around the world competing against major world competition which
is primarily based upon the monetization of trapped gas resources; and

WHEREAS, Ag.ium Kenai Nitrogen Operations is the Kenai Peninsula's third largest private 
employer and accounts for an additional 700 jobs in Alaska and the Kenai Peninsula, and

WHEREAS, Agrium Kenai Nitrogen Operations’ expenditures in Alaska are spread to over 250 
businesses statewide with 118 companies located on the Kenai Peninsula; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 57 has been introduced which will provide for the State of Alaska to enter 
into agreements with non-affiliated natural gas producers to accept as the price for the State's 
royalty share the price established in an arm’s length contract negotiated between the natural gas 
producer and a manufacturer of value added producers,

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 
SOLDOTNA, ALASKA:

Section 1. The Soldotna City Council urges the 23rd Alaska State Legislature to enact HB 57. "An 
Act Amending the Manner of Determining the Royalty Received by the State on Gas Production 
as it Relates to the Manufacture of Certain Value Added Products".

Section 2. Copies of litis resolution shall lie sent to all members of the 23r:l Alaska Slate
Legislature.

Section 3. This resolution shall take effect immediately upon adoption.

ADOPTED this r. - ' / - ,  -" day of February, 2003.



SB 38
Version “\S” 
March 17, 2003

Revisions are on page 3:

Line 27 Amend “three” year to “two year”

Lines 29 -30  New subsection clarifying two year deiay application

Line 31 Amend “three” year to “two year”
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 38( )

IN  THE LEG ISLA TURE  OF THE STATE OF ALASKA  

TW EN TY -TH IRD  LEG ISLA TU RE  - F IRST  SESSION
BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): SENATOR THERRIAULT

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to construction, plumbing, mechanical, electrical, fire safety, and o; her 

safety codes adopted by state agencies and municipalities, to mechanical contractors and 

electrical administrators, to mechanical standards and inspections involved in certain 

housing loans, and to the adoption of the state's mechanical code; and providing for an 

effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS OS. 18.171(7) is amended to read:
(7) "mechanical contractor" means a contractor whose business 

operations involve plumbing, pipe fitting, sheet metal, heating, air conditioning, 
ventilating, or sprinkler and dry chemical fire protection trades in order to install cr 
modify mechanical piping and systems, devices, fixtures, and equipment or other i 
mechanical materials subject to the mechanical code adopted under AS 18.60.870 

and the fo llow ing codes as published by the International Association o f Plumbing
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and Mechanical Officials or the International Conference o f Building Officials:
(A ) Uniform Plumbing Code;
(B ) Uniform Swimming Pool, Spa, and Hot Tub Code; and
(C ) Uniform  Solar Energy Code; [AND
(D ) UN IFORM  M ECHAN ICAL CODE];

*  S ec . 2. AS 08.40 .270(a) is amended to read:
(a) Each applicant shall be examined to determine the applicant's

(1 ) ability to understand plans, design specifications, and engineering 
terms commonly used in the mechanical field;

(2 ) knowledge o f mechanical installations and piping;
(3 ) familiarity with the requirements o f the m ech an ica l code  a d o p ted  

u n d e r  A S  18.60.870. a n d  the  Uniform Plumbing Code, Uniform  Swimming Pool, 
Spa, and Hot Tub Code, a n d  Uniform  Solar Energy Code [, AND THE UN IFORM  
M ECHANIC A I CODE] currently in effect in the state;

(4 ) [REPEALED
(5)] personal skill and ability.

* S ec . 3. AS 08 .40 .490 (3 ) is amended to read:
(3 ) "mechanical administrator" means a person who is responsible fo r

(A ) installing or modifying mechanical piping and systems, 
devices, fixtures, equipment, or other mechanical materials subject to the 
m ech an ica l code  a d o p ted  u n d e r  A S  18.60.870, a n d  the  Uniform  Plumbing 
Code, Uniform  Swimming Pool, Spa, and Hot Tub Code, a n d  Uniform Solar 
Energy Code [, AND THE UN IFORM  M ECHAN ICAL CODE] as published 
by the International Association o f Plumbing and Mechanical O fficials and the 
International Conference o f Building O fficials; or

(B ) certifying that an installation or modification described in
(A ) o f this paragraph complies with the applicable codes;

:f: Sec. 4. AS 18.56 .300(e )(3 ) is amended to read:
(3 ) "state building code” means

(A ) fo r building standards, the standards set out in the version 
o f the Uniform Building Code adopted by the Department o f Public Safety

WORK DRAFT WORK DRAFT 23-LS0340\S
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under AS 18.70.080, including the provisions o f  that code applicable to 
buildings used fo r residential purposes containing fewer than four dwelling 
units, notwithstanding the exclusion o f thos^ buildings from the Department o f 
Public Safety's jurisdiction made by AS 18 .70 .080 (a )(2 );

(B ) fo r mechanical standards, the standards set out in the 
m echanical code [VERS IO N  OF THE UN IFO RM  F/IECHANICAL CODE] 
adopted by the D epartm ent of L abor and  W orkforce Development under 

AS 18.60.870 [DEPARTM ENT OF PU B L IC  I.A FETY  UNDER 
AS 18.70.080], including the provisions o f that code applicable to buildings 
used for residential purposes containing fewer than four dwelling units [, 
NOTW ITHSTAND ING  THE EXCLUS IO N  OF THOSE BU ILD IN G S FROM  
THE DEPARTM ENT OF PUBL IC  SA FETY ’S JUR ISD ICT IO N  MADE BY  
AS 18 .70 .080 (a )(2 )];

(C ) fo r plumbing standards, the minimum plumbing code 
adopted fo r the state under AS 18.60.705; and

(D ) fo r electrical standards, the minimum electrical standards 
prescribed by AS 18.60.580.

* Sec. 5. AS 18.60 is amended by adding a new section to read:
Article 12A. M echanical Code.

Sec. 18.60.870. M echanical code. The Department o f Labor and Workforce 
Development shall adopt by regulation a mechanical code to be the minimum 
mechanical code fo r the state.

* Sec. 6. AS 18.60 is amended by adding a new section to read:
Article 14. M iscellaneous Provisions.

Sec. 18.60.900. Delayed effective date of safety codes, (a) Unless otherwise 
required by federal law and notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, a safety 
code adopted by a state agency or municipality does not take effect until two years 
after the code is adopted, unless the code specifies a later dale.

The two-year delay in (a) o f this section does not apply to the adoption o f 
revisions for a safety code that has been adopted by a state agency or municipality.

(c) Notwithstanding (a) o f this section, the two-year delay in (a) o f this section

-3-
New Text Underlined [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]

CSSB 38( )



3
4
5
6
7
8 
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20 
21 
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

1

2

does not apply to the initial adoption o f a mechanical code under AS 18.60.870.
(d) In this section,

(1 ) "safety code" means rules related to the construction standards, 
plumbing standards, mechanical standards, electrical standards, fire safety standards, 
or any other procedures or requirements that relate to the safety o f structures;

(2 ) "state agency" includes the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation.
* Sec. 7. The uncodified law o f the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:
TRANSIT ION : ADOPTION OF M ECHAN ICAL CODE, (a) The Department o f 

Labor and Workforce Development shall immediately proceed to adopt by regulation a 
mechanical code to be the minimum mechanical code fo r the state and shall file the 
regulations with the lieutenant governor under AS 44 .62 .060 within six months after the 
effective date o f this section o f this Act.

(b ) The effective date o f the mechanical code adopted under (a) o f this section is not 
delayed by AS 18.60.900(a), enacted by sec. 6 o f this Act.

Sec. 8. The uncodified law o f the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 
read:

CERT IF ICAT ION  OF EFFECTIVE DATE OF REGULAT IONS . The lieutenant 
governor shall certify to the revisor o f statutes the effective date o f the regulations adopted by 
the Department o f Labor and Workforce Development under sec. 7 o f  this Act.

* Sec. 9. The uncodified law o f the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 
read:

TRANSIT ION  FOR CURRENT CONSTRUCT ION  PROJECTS. The mechanical 
code adopted under sec. 7 o f this Act and certified under sec. 8 o f this Act does not apply to a 
construction project that has received a construction permit from a municipality before the 
effective date o f this section o f this Act or that is in the process o f being designed or 
constructed on the effective date o f this section o f this Act.

* Sec. 10. The uncodified law o f the State o f A laska is amended by adding a new section to 
read:

CONTINGENT EFFECT. Sections 1 - 4  o f this Act do not take effect unless the 
lieutenant governor certifies to the revisor o f statutes under sec. 8 o f this Act the effective date
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o f regulations adopted by the Department o f Labor and Workforce Development under sec. 7 
o f this Act.

* Sec. 11. Sections 5 - 8  and 10 o f this Act take effect immediately under AS 01.10 .070(c).
* Sec. 12. Sections 1 - 4  and 9 o f this Act take effect the day after the revisor o f statutes 

receives notice from the lieutenant governor under sec. 8 o f this Act.
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CS FOR SENATE BILL NO. 38( )

IN THE LEG ISLA TU RE  OF THE STATE OF A LA SKA  

TW EN TY -TH IRD  LEG ISLA TURE  - F IRST  SESSION
BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): SENATOR THERRIAULT

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to construction, plumbing, mechanical, electrical, fire safety, and other 

safety codes adopted by state agencies and municipalities, to mechanical contractors and 

electrical administrators, to mechanical standards and inspections involved in certain 

housing loans, and to the adoption of the state's mechanical code; and providing for an 

effective date."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

* Section 1. AS 08 .18 .171 (7 ) is amended to read:
(7 ) "mechanical contractor" means a contractor whose business 

operations involve plumbing, pipe fitting, sheet metal, heating, air conditioning, 
ventilating, o r sprinkler and dry chemical fire protection trades in order to install or 
modify mechanical piping and systems, devices, fixtures, and equipment or other 
mechanical materials subject to the mechanical code adopted under AS 18.60.870 
and the follow ing codes as published by the International Association o f  Plumbing
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and Mechanical O fficia ls or the International Conference o f Building O fficia ls:
(A ) Uniform  Plumbing Code;
(B ) Uniform  Swimming Pool, Spa, and Hot Tub Code; and
(C ) Uniform  Solar Energy Code; [AND
(D ) UN IFORM  M ECHAN ICAL CODE];

* Sec. 2. AS 08.40 .270(a ) is amended to read:
(a) Each applicant shall be examined to determine the applicant's

(1 ) ability to understand plans, design specifications, and engineering 
terms commonly used in the mechanical field;

(2 ) knowledge o f  mechanical installations and piping;
(3 ) familiarity with the requirements o f the mechanical code adopted

under AS 18.60.870. and the Uniform  Plumbing Code, Uniform  Swimming Pool, 
Spa, and Hot Tub Code, and Uniform  Solar Energy Code [, AND THE UN IFORM  
M ECHAN ICAL CODE] currently in effect in the state;

(4 ) [REPEALED
(5 )] personal skill and ability.

* Sec. 3. AS 08 .40 .490 (3 ) is amended to read:
(3 ) "mechanical administrator" means a person who is responsible for

(A ) installing or modifying mechanical piping and systems, 
devices, fixtures, equipment, o r other mechanical materials subject to the 
mechanical code adopted under AS 18.60.870. and the Uniform  Plumbing 
Code, Uniform Swimming Pool, Spa, and Hot Tub Code, and Uniform Solar 
Energy Code [, AND THE UN IFORM  M ECHAN ICAL CODE] as published 
by the International Association o f Plumbing and Mechanical O fficia ls and the 
International Conference o f Building O fficia ls; or

(B ) certifying that an installation or modification described in 
(A ) o f this paragraph complies with the applicable codes;

* Sec. 4. AS IS .56 .300 (e )(3 ) is amended to read:
(3 ) "state building code" means

(A ) fo r building standards, the standards set out in the version 
o f the Uniform Building Code adopted by the Department o f Public Safety
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under AS 1S.70.0S0, including the provisions o f that code applicable to 
buildings used fo r residential purposes containing fewer than four dwelling 
units, notwithstanding the exclusion o f those buildings from the Department o f 
Public Safety's jurisdiction made by AS 18.70 .080(a )(2 );

(B ) fo r mechanical standards, the standards set out in the 
mechanical code [VERS IO N  OF THE UN IFORM  MECFLANICAL CODE] 
adopted by the Departm ent o f  L ab o r and W o rk fo rc e  Development under 
AS 18.60 .870 [DEPARTM ENT OF PU BL IC  SAFETY  UNDER 
AS 13.70 .080], including the provisions o f that code applicable to buildings 
used fo r residential purposes containing fewer than four dwelling units [, 
NOTW ITHSTAND ING  THE EXCLUS ION  OF THOSE BU ILD IN G S  FROM  
THE DEPARTM ENT OF PUBL IC  SAFETY'S JUR ISD ICT IO N  MADE BY  
AS 18 .70 .080 (a )(2 )];

(C ) fo r plumbing standards, the minimum plumbing code 
adopted fo r the state under AS 18.60.705; and

(D ) fo r electrical standards, the minimum electrical standards 
prescribed by AS 18.60.5S0.

* Sec. 5. AS IS .60 is amended by adding a new section to read:
A rtic le 12A. Mechanical Code.

Sec. 18.60 .870. M echanical code. The Department o f Labor and Workforce 
Development shall adopt by regulation a mechanical code to be the minimum 
mechanical code fo r the state.

:i: Sec. 6. AS 18.60 is amended by adding a new section to read:
A rtic le 14. M iscellaneous P rovisions.

Sec. 18.60.900. Delayed effective date o f safety codes, (a ) Unless otherwise 
required by federal law and notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, a safety 
code adopted by a state agency or municipality does not take effect until two years 
after the code is adopted, unless the code specifies a later date.

(b) Notwithstanding (a ) o f  this section, the two-year delay in (a) o f this section 
does not apply to the initial adoption o f a mechanical code under AS 18.60.870 but 
does apply to revisions o f that code.
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(c) In this section,
(1 ) "adopt" includes revision o f a safety code;
(2 ) "safety code" means rules related to the construction standards, 

plumbing standards, mechanical standards, electrical standards, fire safety standards, 
or any other procedures or requirements that relate to the safety o f structures;

(3 ) "state agency" includes the Alaska Housing Finance Corporation.
* Sec. 7. The uncodified law o f the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

read:
TRANSIT ION : ADOPTION  OF M ECHAN ICAL CODE, (a) The Department o f 

Labor and Workforce Development shall immediately proceed to adopt by regulation a 
mechanical code to be the minimum mechanical code fo r the slate and shall file the 
regulations with the lieutenant governor under AS 44.62 .060 within six months after the 
effective date o f this section o f this Act.

(b) The effective date o f the mechanical code adopted under (a) o f this section is not 
delayed by AS 18.60.900(a), enacted by sec. 6 o f this Act.

* Sec. 8. The uncodified law o f the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 
read:

CERT IF ICAT ION  OF EFFECT IVE DATE OF REGULATIONS. The lieutenant 
governor shall certify to the revisor o f statutes the effective date o f the regulations adopted by 
the Department o f Labor and Workforce Development under sec. 7 o f this Act.

* Sec. 9. The uncodified law o f the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 
read:

TRANSIT ION  FOR CURRENT CONSTRUCTION  PROJECTS. The mechanical 
code adopted under sec. 7 o f this Act and certified under sec. 8 o f  this Act does not apply to a 
construction project that has received a construction permit from a municipality before the 
effective date o f this section o f this Act or that is in the process o f being designed or 
constructed on the effective date o f this section o f this Act.

:i: Sec. 10. The uncodified lav/ o f the State o f Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 
read:

CONTINGENT EFFECT. Sections 1 - 4  o f this Act do not take effect unless the 
lieutenant governor certifies to the revisor o f statutes under sec. 8 o f this Act the effective date
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o f regulations adopted by the Department o f Labor and Workforce Development under sec. 7 
o f this Act.

* Sec. 11. Sections 5 - 8  and 10 o f  this Act take effect immediately under AS 01.10 .070(c).
* Sec. 12. Sections 1 - 4 and 9 o f  this Act take effect the day after the revisor o f statutes 

receives notice from the lieutenant governor under sec. 8 o f this Act.
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M e m b e r  S o c i e t i e s

A la sk a  S o c ie ty  o f  P ro fe s s ion a l  
E ng in ee r s

A la sk a  So c ie ty  of  P ro fe s s io n a l  
Land Su rv eyo r s

Am er ican  C o n g r e s s  on 
Su rvey ing  & Mapping A la sk a  
S ec t ion

Am erican  Council o f  
Engineer ing  C om pan ie s /  
A la sk a

Am erican  Institute of  
Arch i tec ts  A la sk a  C hap te r

Am er ican  So c ie ty  o f  Civil 
E ng in ee r s  A la sk a  S e c t ion

Am erican  So c ie ty  o f  
L a n d s c a p e  A rch i tec ts  A la sk a  
Chapter

Arch itecture/Engineer ing 
Marketing A s soc ia t ion  of  
A la sk a

P ro fe s s iona l  E n g in e e r s  in 
P r iva te  P ra c t ic e  A la sk a  
Chapter

Am er ican  S o c i e t y  o f  Interior 
D e s ign e r s

The Alaska Professional Design Council (APDC) is opposed  to the Com mittee Substitute for 
SB38 presen ted  to the S en a te  Community and Regional Affairs Com mittee on February 26, 
2003. W e do not believe this bill so lves the problem s identified in the sponso r sta tem ent nor 
d o es it solve all the problem s with current s ta tu tes regarding codes. T he following is a 
provision-by-provision review of the bill and  our perceived problems:

Section 1
1.

2.

This section d o es  not correct the language referring to the “International 
C onference of Building Officials" (ICBO), which no longer exists, since they 
m erged with the  Building Officials and C ode Administrators and Southern 
Building C ode C ongress International to form the International C ode Council. 
This is not the only place in statu te that refers to the International C onference of 
Building Officials and all of th e se  locations need  to be changed  to refer to the 
International C ode Council, the  current nam e of the organization.
In addition, the o ther th ree code references (Plumbing Code; Swimming Pool, 
S pa and Hot Tub Code, and; Solar Energy Code) should be changed  to generic 
codes, rather than "Uniform" codes, since the International C ode Council (nee 
ICBO) is not publishing under the title of “Uniform" any longer. There a re  many 
other locations w here th ese  references ap p ea r in the  sta tu tes and they should 
also  be fixed. This bill d o es  not do that.

Section 2
1. S e e  Section 1, item 2.

Section 3
1. S ee  Section 1, Item s 1 & 2.

Section 4
1. The “Uniform Building Code" no longer exists and the language should be 

changed  to “building code." This m ay occur in o ther statutory provisions and 
should also  be corrected in those  locations.

2. W e d isagree  with moving the M echanical C ode from the D epartm ent of Public 
Safety to Labor for m any reaso n s that w e have outlined in a  previous cover letter 
and analysis. T he primary reason  is that it is essen tia l that the Building, Fire, 
and  M echanical co d es be coordinated. It is highly unlikely for that to occur if 
th ese  co d es a re  adopted  by two different agencies, m ost likely using two 
different code families of codes, which have two different app roaches to fire 
safety. If we w ant to arrive at a  situation with the co d es  in one agency  and from 
o ne  family, it would be much easie r to accom plish by moving the Plumbing Code 
and  Electrical C ode to the D epartm ent of Public Safety, rather than by moving 
the M echanical code aw ay from the Building C ode and  Fire Code.



3. Is there a reason that the definition in Paragraph B isn't identical in form to Paragraph C or D? W e don’t 
understand why the residential exclusion (the last phrase of Paragraph B) is being removed from the 
mechanical code nor why their isn’t similar language with the plumbing and electrical code. Neither the 
Department of Labor nor the Department of Public Safety has the authority to enforce the codes for 
residential construction.

Section 5
1. See Section 4, Item 2.

Section 6
1. The three-year delay in Paragraph (a) is too long and totally unnecessary. Even if it only applied to the 

situation where new code was from a different family, it takes the State and the Municipalities 18 months 
to two years to adopt the codes after publication. This is plenty of time for everybody involved to get the 
necessary continuing education on the new code. In addition, the way most people become educated 
with the code is through working with it every day, not through a single eight-hour course. That 
experience in most cases occurs on projects that use the new code even before it is adopted by the 
governing jurisdiction, since it is the latest state of the art. An additional three year delay would make 
most people use "alternative means and methods" for three years with the new code and then an 
additional two years with the next version of the code. What happens if a different family is chosen every 
three years? The state's adoption process would always be two codes behind.

2. W hy does paragraph (b) exempt the mechanical code from the three-year delay? Senator Therriault has 
testified that the Department is free to adopt any code. Assuming that the Department of Labor adopts 
the International Mechanical Code (admittedly, a highly unlikely prospect), wouldn't the three-year delay 

be warranted?
3. In addition, it appears that paragraph (b) excludes revisions of the mechanical code from these provisions 

in perpetuity. It does not state that the delay does not apply the first time that code is adopted; it states 
that the mechanical code is exempt whenever it is adopted or revised. Section 7 exempts the mechanical 
code the first time, so why is paragraph (b) necessary? There does not seem to be any reason to give 

the mechanical code such special treatment.
4. W e do not believe that the definition in paragraph (c) agrees with the sponsor’s statement that the delay 

did not apply to code revisions and only applies to changes between codes of different families.
Definition (1) states that "adopt" includes revision of a safety code. Maybe the definition should be 
changed to "adopt" does not include revision of a safety code.

Sections 7 & 8
1. See Section 4, Item 2.

Section 9
1. W e believe that the transition period should be until the Department of Labor adopts the new code by 

regulation, not the effective date of the act, since we will not know what code will be adopted until the 
Department has completed the adoption process. This would also make it more compatible with Sections 

11 and 12.

Section 10
1. It seems to be redundant to Section 12, which includes Section 9 and seems more reasonable.

Sections 11 & 12
1. These seem to be reasonable.



Fiscal No te

1. W e do noi understand how this bill h as  a  zero fiscal note. It will require the D epartm ent of Public Safety to 
modify their regulations to account for the several hundred cro ss  references from the Building Code and Fire 
Code to the M echanical Code, un less the D epartm ent of Labor adop ts  the International Mechanical Code 
which is highly unlikely. This whole bill w as introduced to allow the overturning of that adoption, so  what is 
the likelihood that they will change their minds now?

2. It will also require the D epartm ent of Labor and the Lieutenant G overnor’s Office to do work on new 
regulations to adopt the new code. This is going to be done at no cost?

In conclusion, we do not believe this bill resolves the problem s with the whole system  of code adoption and 
enforcem ent in the S ta te  and  in m any w ays it m akes it worse. W e recom m end that a  public/private work group should 
be formed to ad d ress  the situation during the interim. It should have representation from the 9 different S ta te  
departm ents or ag en cies that a re  involved in regulating codes and other elem ents of the construction p rocess plus 
representatives of building owners, architects, engineers, contractors, subcontractors, and municipa' agencies. The 
work group should recom m end both statutory and regulatory ch an g es to m ake code adoption and e.iforcem ent more 
uniform and less onerous on the construction community. They should review the 2003 editions of the two families of 
codes and determ ine which one, or am algam ation of both, would be best for the S tate. This could be accom plished 
by next January.

If you have any questions regarding APDC's position or this docum ent p lease  call or email Colin Maynard, PE (907- 
274-2236, cm aynard@ bbfm .com ) or Amy Daugherty (907-463-2568, am ydaugherty@ gci.net).

mailto:cmaynard@bbfm.com
mailto:amydaugherty@gci.net




lOrPREHENSIVE

T h e  f u t u r e  o f  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  

i s  in  t h e  C o m p r e h e n s i v e  

C o n s e n s u s  C o d e s ™  ( C 3 )  

s e t .  T h e  f i r s t  o f  i t s  k i n d ,

C 3  i s  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  m o d e l  

c o d e  a n d  s t a n d a r d  

d e v e l o p e r s  b r i n g i n g  t h e i r  

e x p e r t i s e  t o g e t h e r  t o  f o r m  o n e  f u l l y  i n t e g r a t e d , 

c o n s e n s u s - b a s e d  c o d e  s e t .  A s  a  r e s u l t  o f  

t h e s e  c o o r d i n a t e d  e f f o r t s , C 3  o f f e r s  t h e  o n l y  

c o m p l e t e  s e t  o f  A m e r i c a n  N a t i o n a l  S t a n d a r d s  

I n s t i t u t e  ( A N S l ) - a c c r e d i t e d  m o d e l  c o d e s ,  

i n t e g r a t e d  f o r  p u b l i c  s a f e t y .



m

Com prehensive 
C onsensus 

im C odes -

AN INTEGRATED CODE SYSTEM
T h e  C3  s e t  i n c l u d e s  c o d e s  a n d  
s t a n d a r d s  f rom  a  w id e  r a n g e  of  
w e l l - r e s p e c t e d  c o d e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o rg a n iz a t i o n s  in c lu d in g :

R]N FPA , a  w o r ld w id e  
l e a d e r  in p r o t e c t in g  

NFPA* Pû 'c s a f e t y  th rough  i ts  
m u i t j f a c e t e d  a p p r o a c h  

tha t  i n c lu d e s  s c i e n t i f i c a l l y - b a s e d  
s a f e t y  c o d e s  a n d  s t a n d a r d s ,  c e r t i f i ­
c a t io n  a n d  t r a in in g ,  r e s e a r c h ,  a n d  
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  p ro g r a m s .

In te rn a t ion a l  
A s s o c i a t i o n  of 
P lu m b in g  a n d  

M e c h a n i c a l  O f f i c i a l s  ( IAPMO). an  
in te rn a t io n a l  l e a d e r  in e n h a n c in g  
p u b l i c  h e a l t h ,  c o m fo r t ,  a n d  s a f e t y  
th rough  i t s  work  in th e  p lu m b in g  
a n d  m e c h a n i c a l  c o m m u n i t i e s .

W e s t e rn  F ire  C h i e f s  
A s s o c i a t i o n  (WFCA), 
p r o m u lg a to r  o f  o n e  of 

th e  m o s t  w id e l y  a d o p t e d  f ire  c o d e s  
in th e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

A m e r i c a n  S o c i e t y  of  
H ea t in g ,  R e f r i g e r a t in g  
a n d  A ir -Cond it ion ing  

E n g in e e r s  (A SH R A E ) ,  w h i c h  
a d v a n c e s  t h e  s c i e n c e  o f  h e a t in g ,  
v en t i l a t io n ,  a i r - c o n d i t io n in g ,  a n d  
re f r ig e ra t ion  for t h e  p u b l i c ' s  b en e f i l  
th rough  r e s e a r c h ,  s t a n d a r d s  
wr i t ing , c o n t in u in g  e d u c a t i o n ,  
a n d  p u b l i c a t i o n s .

Toge the r ,  t h e s e  m o d e l  c o d e  a n d  
s t a n d a r d  d e v e l o p e r s  s h a r e  a  
c o l l e c t i v e  4 0 0  y e a r s  of  c o d e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  e x p e r i e n c e .  Now, 
t h e s e  i n d e p e n d e n t  o r g a n iz a t i o n s  —  
e a c h  w i th  i t s  ow n  s p e c i a l t i e s  
a n d  a r e a s  o f  e x p e r t i s e  — h a v e  
c o m b i n e d  th e i r  e f f o r t s  a n d  c o o r d i ­
n a t e d  th e i r  k e y  s a f e t y  d o c u m e n t s  
to  c r e a t e  t h e  C3  c o d e  s e t ,

U nm atched  Support  anti 
S e r v i c e  for Communities
T h e  C3  s e t  p r o v id e s  n u m e r o u s  
b e n e f i t s  fo r  a d o p t i n g  j u r i s d i c t i o n s  
a n d  o th e r  u s e r s  o f  c o d e s .  T h e  s e t  
o f f e r s  a  s e a m l e s s  s y s t e m  o f  c o d e  
s u p p o r t  a n d  s e r v i c e  f rom  th e  b e s t  
p ro v id e r s  in t h e  f i e ld  —  the  
C3  p a r tn e r s .  T h is  c o m b in a t i o n  
e n h a n c e s  e a s e  of  u s e  a n d  e n s u r e s  
c o n s i s t e n c i e s  in c o n t e n t ,  m a k in g  
C3  c o d e s  e a s y  to r e f e r e n c e ,  r e a d ,  
a n d  app ly .

A lso ,  a d o p t i o n  of t h e  C3  s e t  c a n  
h e lp  ju r i s d i c t i o n s  r e d u c e  c o d e ­
r e l a t e d  c o s t s  for t a x p a y e r s .  W hen  a 
s t a t e  a d o p t s  a  C3  c o d e ,  th e  c o d e  
d e v e l o p e r s  m a k e  a v a i l a b l e  f r e e  
t r a in in g  a n d  a s s o c i a t e d  c o d e b o o k s  
for c o d e  e n f o r c e r s  in th a t  s t a t e .
No o t h e r  c o d e  d e v e l o p m e n t  
o r g a n iz a t i o n  c a n  m a t c h  our  
c o m m i t m e n t  to r e d u c i n g  th e  c o s t  
o f  e n f o r c e m e n t  a n d  to  p ro v id in g  
s e r v i c e s  to j u r i s d i c t i o n s .

“The quality of service 
being provided on 
technical interpretations 
by a C3 partner during 
our code adoption 
process has been unlike 
anything I have seen as 
a building official.”

Rick Doell, P.E.
D ep u ty  D ire c to r , B u i ld in g  O f fic ia l, 
C ity  o f  P h o e n ix

“As we work to protect the 
public, C3 ensures that 
we building officials can 
choose a full set of codes 
that reflects the latest 
technology and expertise.”

Rick Breezee, C.B.O.
B u i ld in g  O ffic ia l,
M e t ro p o li ta n  A irp o rt s  C om m iss io n , 
M in n e a p o lis -S t . P a u l 
In te rn a t io n a l A irp o rt
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i s  a  t r e m e n d o u s  a d v a n c e ­

m e n t  f o r  t h e  c o d e  w o r l d

a n d  p u b l i c  s a f e t y .  A  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  

s e t  o f  c o n s e n s u s  c o d e s  r e p r e s e n t s  a n  

u n p a r a l l e l e d ,  n e w  r e s o u r c e  f o r  t h e  

p u b l i c  s a f e t y  c o m m u n i t y .  ’ ’

R o b e r t  S t r i e k e r
Chief Plumbing Inspector;
City of San Antonio



C0RNERSTOME OF C3
S e r v in g  a s  t h e  c o r n e r s t o n e  of  

th e  C3  c o d e - m a k in g  p r o c e s s  is  

c o n s e n s u s  —  th e  b e l i e f  th a t  

e v e r y o n e  m u s t  h a v e  t h e  r igh t  to 

p a r t i c i p a t e ,  w i th  an  e q u a l  v o i c e  

a n d  a  v o t e ,  th ro u g h o u t  t h e  d e v e l ­

o p m e n t  of  c o d e s  a n d  s t a n d a r d s .

In th e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  C3  c o d e s ,  

no s in g l e  i n t e r e s t  g rou p  c a n  

d o m in a t e ,  a n d  vo t in g  is  no t  

r e s t r i c t e d  to c e r t a i n  c l a s s e s  o f  

m e m b e r s h ip .  E a c h  c o d e  d e v e l ­

o p m e n t  c o m m i t t e e  i n c lu d e s  a  

b a l a n c e  o f  all  a f f e c t e d  in t e r e s t s ,  

a s  c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r s  h e a r  

p ro p o s a l s ,  a c t  on p u b l i c  c o m m e n t s ,  

a n d  p r e p a r e  a  repo r t  for th e  g e n e r a l  

m e m b e r s h ip .  B e fo r e  a  C3  c o d e  is 

p u b l i s h e d ,  th e  p u b l i c  p r o v id e s  

inpu t ,  a n d  vo t in g  i s  o p e n  to all  

m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  C3  o rg an iz a t ion  

w h ich  p r o m u lg a t e s  th a t  d o c u m e n t .

In a d d i t i o n  to  b e i n g  o p e n  to  a l l ,  

t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  C3  c o d e s  i s  a  

tho rough ,  d e t a i l e d  p r o c e s s .  T h an k s  

to th e  in teg r i ty  o f  t h a t  p r o c e s s  an d  

t h e  c o m m i t m e n t  o f  t h e  v o lu n te e r s  

w h o  sr .tve  in it, t h e  e n d  r e su l t  is th e  

m o s t  u p - to - d a t e  a n d  h igh -qua l i ty  s e t  

o f  c o d e s .  A p ro m in en t  e x a m p l e  of  

th i s  p r o c e s s  is  NFPA 7 0 , N a t io n a l 
E le c t r ic a l C o d e ' , th e  w o r ld ’s  m o s t  

w id e ly  u s e d  a n d  a d o p t e d  c o d e  for 

e l e c t r i c a l  in s ta l l a t ion s .

O n c e  t h e  c o d e s  h a v e  b e e n  

d e v e l o p e d ,  e l e m e n t s  o f  t h e  C3  s e t  

a r e  u p d a t e d  r e g u la r ly  to e n s u r e  

t h a t  t h e y  r e f l e c t  t h e  l a t e s t  s a f e t y  

a d v a n c e m e n t s  a n d  r e s e a r c h .  Any 

r e v i s i o n s  to a  c o d e  or s t a n d a r d  a r e  

m a d e  fo l low in g  t h e  s a m e  o p en ,  

c o n s e n s u s - b a s e d  p r o c e s s  u s e d  to 

d e v e l o p  t h e  d o c u m e n t .

“ The C3 set is the only 
group of construction 
codes that includes the 
National Electrical Code0 
—  the nation’s w iring 
rules —  and the only 
integrated set of codes 
developed through an 
ANSI-accredited, 
consensus process.’’

H. Brooke S tau ffe r
E xe cu tiv e  D ire c to r ,
S ta n d a rd s  a n d  S a fe ty ,

N a t io n a l E le c t r ic a l C o n t ra c to rs  

A s s o c ia t io n  (N ECA )

C3  Code S e t  F ac t

T h e  ty p e  o f  p r o c e s s  u s e d  to  d e v e l o p  C3  c o d e s  is  

e n c o u r a g e d  by  th e  f e d e r a l  g o v e r n m e n t .  F e d e r a l  

P u b l i c  L a w  1 0 4 - 1 1 3  r e q u i r e s  f e d e r a l  a g e n c i e s  to 

u s e  t e c h n i c a l  s t a n d a r d s  d e v e l o p e d  b y  v o lun ta ry  

c o n s e n s u s  s t a n d a r d s  b o d i e s .  T h e  s u b s e q u e n t  

O f f i c e  o f  M a n a g e m e n t  a n d  B u d g e t  C ir cu la r  A - l  1 9  
s t a r e s  th a t  i t s  p u r p o s e  is  to  d i r e c t  a g e n c i e s  " to  

u s e  v o lu n ta r y  c o n s e n s u s  s t a n d a r d s  in l ieu  of  

g o v e r n m e n t - u n iq u e  s t a n d a r d s . "

f.fl,eiica»N,iii0" ^  A c c r e d i t a t i o n  from

th e  A m e r i c an  N a t ion a l  

S t a n d a r d s  In s t i t u t e  

(ANSI)  d e m o n s t r a t e s  

a  c o d e  d e v e l o p m e n t  

o rg a n iz a t i o n ' s  c o m m i t m e n t  to b a l a n c e d  inpu t  

f rom  all  i n t e r e s t e c  p a r t i e s .  ANSI a c c r e d i t s  c o d e  

d e v e l o p e r s  th a t  a o n e r e  to th e  g u id in g  p r i n c i p l e s  

o f  c o n s e n s u s ,  d u e  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  o p e n n e s s .



T im  F u l l e r
Fire Chief, St. Paul Department of Fire 
and Safety Services

“ T h e  C 3  p a r t n e r s  a r e  a l s o  t h e  

l e a d i n g  d e v e l o p e r s  o f  w i d e l y  

u s e d  s a f e t y  s t a n d a r d s ,  a n d  

t h i s  s e t  w i l l  f u l l y  i n t e g r a t e  

t h o s e  s t a n d a r d s  w i t h  t h e  

c o d e s ,  e n h a n c i n g  e a s e  

o f  u s e .  ”



SAFETY WITH C3 COOES
NFPA 5 0 0 0 ™ ,  B u i ld in g  
C on s tru c tion  a n d  S a fe ty  C od e™
The  f i r s t  a n d  on ly  b u i l d in g  c o d e  
d e v e l o p e d  th ro ugh  an  A N S I -  
a c c r e d i t e d  c o n s e n s u s  p r o c e s s .  
NFPA 5 0 0 0 ™  c o n t a i n s  p ro v i s ion s  
for e v e ry  a s p e c t  o f  d e s i g n  a n d  
c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  b u i l d i n g s  a n d  
s t r u c t u r e s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  c r e a t i o n  
o f  b u i l d in g  s y s t e m s  fo r  h e a l t h ,  
s a f e t y ,  c o m fo r t ,  a n d  c o n v e n i e n c e .  
It a l s o  is  t h e  on ly  b u i l d i n g  c o d e  
f e a t u r i n g  an  o c c u p a n c y - b a s e d  
fo rm a t ,  a l o n g  w i th  i n t e g r a t e d  
p r o v i s i o n s  fo r  b o th  p e r f o r m a n c e -  
b a s e d  d e s i g n  o p t i o n s  a n d  th e  
r e h a b i l i t a t i v e  u s e  of  e x i s t i n g  
b u i ld in g s .

NFPA 7 0 , N a t io n a l 
E le c t r ic a l C o d e "  (N E C " )
The  m o s t  w id e l y  a d o p t e d  m o d e l  
c o d e ,  t h e  NEC f o c u s e s  on the  
p rope r  in s t a l l a t io n  o f  e l e c t r i c a l  
s y s t e m s  a n d  e q u i p m e n t  in o rd e r  to 
p ro te c t  p e o p l e  a n d  p r o p e r t y  f rom  
th e  d a n g e r s  o f  e l e c t r i c i t y .

NFPA 1 0 1 , L ife  S a fe ty  C o d e '
S e t s  m in im u m  b u i ld in g  d e s i g n ,  
c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  o p e r a t io n ,  a n d

m a in t e n a n c e  r e q u i r em en t s  n e c e s s a r y  
to p ro te c t  bu i ld ing  o c c u p a n t s  f rom 
d a n g e r s  c a u s e d  by  f ire , sm o k e ,  a n d  
tox ic  f u m e s .  A lso  p ro v id e s  "p rom pt 
e s c a p e "  r e q u i r em en t s  for n ew  and  
ex is t in g  bu i ld ing s .

NFPA 1 , U n ifo rm  F ire  C ode™  
In t e g r a t in g  NFPA 1 , F ire  P re v e n t io n  
C o d e ™  a n d  t h e  U n i fo rm  F ire  
C o d e ™  ( U F C ™ )  —  th e  tw o  m o s t  
w id e l y  a d o p t e d  f ire  c o d e s  in th e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s  - -  r e s u l t s  in a  
m e r g e d  c o d e  th a t  a d d r e s s e s  f u n d a ­
m e n ta l  f i r e  p r e v en t io n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  
to  p r o t e c t  p e o p l e  a n d  property .

U n ifo rm  P lu m b in g  C od e™
P ro v id e s  m a n u f a c t u r e r s ,  
c o n t r a c t o r s ,  i n s t a l l e r s ,  a n d  
i n s p e c t o r s  w i th  s a f e  a n d  s a n i t a r y  
p lu m b in g  s y s t e m s  in a  p roven  
fo rm a t  u s in g  th e  l a t e s t  
t e c h n o l o g i e s  a n d  in n ov a t io n s .

NFPA 5 8 , L iq u e fie d  
F e t ro le u m  G as C ode
A p p l i e s  to  t h e  d e s i g n ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n ,  
i n s t a l l a t i o n ,  a n d  o p e r a t io n  o f  all  
L P -G a s  s y s t e m s  a n d  to  t h e  h igh w ay  
t r a n sp o r t a t i o n  o f  L P -G a s .

'• r PA 5 4 , N a t io n a l F u e l G as C od e
:  - a v i d e s  r e q u i r e m e n t s  fo r  th e  
- - t a l l a t i o n  a n d  op e r a t io n  o f  g a s  

:  Ding, e q u i p m e n t  i n s t a l l a t i o n s ,  
a *  d v en t in g .

.  - i fo rm  M e c h a n ic a l Cor/e™ 
r  Dvides  c o m p l e t e  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for 
: ~ e  in s t a l l a t io n  a n d  m a in t e n a n c e  of  
- s a t i n g ,  v e n t i l a t in g ,  c o o l in g ,  a n d  
s ' d g e r a t i o n  s y s t e m s .

s ? PA 3 0 , F lam m ab le  a n d  
C om bu s t ib le  L iq u id s  C ode  
>r PA 3 0 A, C ode  f o r  M o to r 
- . s i  D isp e n s in g  F a c i li t ie s  
;  ~d R e p a ir  G a rag e s  
-  r  p ly  r e q u i r e m e n t s  a n d  s a f e g u a r d s  

s t o r a g e ,  h a n d l in g ,  d i s p e n s in g  
a - a u s e  of  f l a m m a b l e  a n d  
; :  —rb u s t ib l e  l iq u id s .

*r : PA 9 0 0 , B u i ld in g  E n e rg y  C ode
r o rp o r a t in g  A S H R A E  s t a n d a r d s  

r  I 1 a n d  9 0 ,2 , t h i s  c o d e  wil l 
:  :  v id e  d e s i g n  r e q u i r e m e n t s  for 
- -  e r g y - e f f i c i e n t  n ew  c o m m e r c i a l  
a ' d  r e s id e n t i a l  b u i ld in g s .

Key C3 1"oCl'S: NFPA 101
E n h a n c i n g

NFPA 5 C O : 
P ro v id e s  e a s e  of

NFPA 1
I n t e g r a t e s  th e

p u b l i c  s a f e t y  in u s e  by  :  - p a n c y tw o  m o s t  w id e ly
a ll  5 0  s t a t e s ,  it a n d  a c c e : a  to a d o p t e d  fire

NEC U P C ™ / U M C ™ c a n  b e  u t i l i z e d  in q u a l i t y  : :  : e c o d e s  in th e

Its r e q u i r e m e n t s  
a f f e c t  4 0  p e r c e n t  
o f  th e  wot Id's

T h e  m o s t  w id e l y  
a d o p t e d  p lu m b in g  
a n d  m e c h a n i c a l

c o n j u n c t i o n  w i th  
a  b u i l d in g  c o d e  
or a l o n e  in j u r i s ­
d i c t i o n s  w i th o u t

s u p p o r t  a - :  
s e r v i c e ,  - - m n g ,  
a n d  c e r  - : a t ion .

coun t ry .

e lec tr ic i ty . c o d e s  in th e  
U n i t e d  S t a t e s .

a n  a d o p t e d  
b u i l d in g  c o d e .
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C3 is the only set of ANSI-accredited codes that completely 
covers the built environment. The codes making up the 

C3 set already affect virtually every building, process, service, 
design, and installation in society today.

Comprehens ive
Consensus
C odes-

http://www.c3codeset.org

