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Session: Interim:
State Capitol 119 N. Cushman, Suite 201
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
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907) 465-5241 Fax Senator_Ralph_Seekins@leg!s.state.ak.us
Senator Ralph Seekins
District D

MEMORANDUM

Date: March 23, 2004
To:  Office of Representative Holm Xy
From: Senator Ralph Seekins

Re:  Request for Hearing of SB 327

Attached please find Senate Bill 327 along with a concomitant sponsor statement and other
related information.

Senate Bill 327 allows the use of rollerskis on the same roadway surfaces as that which bicyclists
are allowed to use.

I respectfully request a hearing before your committee on this Bill at your earliest convenience.
Thank you.
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Senator Ralph Seekins
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Senate Bill 327 Sponsor Statement

“An Actrelating to pedestrians using rollerblades, roller skates, and sim ilar devices.”

For many years roller-siciers’ legal use of public roadways was, more or less, taken for granted.
This assumption was successfully challenged in the Fairbanks area last fall. Senate Bill 327
seeks to remedy this situation by specifically allowing the use of particular wheeled devices on
those public roadways also available to bicyclists. It also recommends a set of safety standards

for the use of these devices.

Alaska is home to some of the best international, national, collegiate, and junior cross-country
skiers on the planet. In fact, seven of the ten Alaskans competing in the 2002 Winter Olympics in
Salt Lake City were cross-country skiers. Imagine that. Seven Olympic cross-country skiers from
such a small state as ours! This speaks volumes not only about our skiers’ work ethic but also

their training opportunities.

The natural preference of many of these world-class athletes would, no doubt, have Alaska
covered in snow year-round. Since ‘his is not a reasonable near-term possibility, the use of
wheeled skis to imitate snow skiing has grown to become an effective training tool for use during
non-winter months. What’s more, Alaska is becoming well known nationally and internationally

as a favored summer-time training site.

For these reasons, it is the intent of the proposed legislation to accommodate this seasonal use of
some of our roadways. In fact, other northern locales — such as Norway, Sweden and Canada —
have, for many years, supported the efforts of their cross-country athletes with similar
provisions. Furthermore, the proposed legislation borrows heavily from Cross Country Canada’s
policy respecting the use of roller-skis on public roads.

Senate Bill 327 seeks to accommodate this important training activity by utilizing safe and
reasonable methods for sharing roadway surfaces with motorized vehicles. It has garnered a
groundswell of support throughout the cross-country community ranging from Alaska’s Interior
region to Southcentral to the Kenai Peninsula.

The 2006 Winter Olympic games are just around the comer. Would it be too much to expect
seven (or more) of our cross-country skiers to make the trip to Torino, Italy? Of course not! In
fact, a little courtesy and common sense combined with a small statutory revision can help make

it happen.


mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us

FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 1

2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bili Version: CSSB 327(STA)
(S) Publish Date: 21217104

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Public Safety

Title Act Relating to Rollerblades ‘rdu Alaska State Troopers
Component AST Detachments

Sponsor Sen. Seekins

Requester (S) State Affairs Component No. 2325

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008  FY 2009  FY 2010

Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ize
FUND source (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 00
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
SB 327 will amended AS 28.05.011(a) to require that the Commissioner of Public Safety develop

regulations allowing pedestrians using wheelec adjuncts, such as rollerblades, roller skates, and rollerskis,
to use roadways and vehicular ways or areas available for use by bicycles. These regulations must include
requirements that these pedestrians obey traffic laws, limit activities to daylight hours, wear an appropriate
helmet and bright clothing, proceed in single He except when passing, complete all passing maneuvers
expeditiously, not use any electronic devices that can inhibit hearing, and stay to the far right and restrict

movement when passing by a motor vehicle.

The department does not anticipate the need for additiona'. resources if this bill passes. The required
regulation project can be handled using existing resources.

Prepared by: Lt Al Storey Phone 269-4532
Division Alaska State Troopers Date/Time 2/25/04 10:50 AM
Approved by:  Commissioner William Tandeske Date 2/25/2004
Agency Department of Public Safety
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Fairbanks Daily News-Miner

Rollerskiers ticketed
By TIM MOWRY

Staff Writer
Saturday, October 04, 2003 - Life for Fairbanks rollerskiers took a sharp U-turn last weekend when Alaska State Troopers

issued a ticket to a rollerskier for obstructing traffic one day and then ordered the University of Alaska Fairbanks cross-
country ski team to halt its workout on the road the next.

While troopers say the two incidents are not related, they have opened a can of ice worms in Fairbanks, a big-time Nordic ski
town where rollerskiers on roads are as common as bicycles in September and October before the snow flies.

"People are rollerskiing on roads all over the country and I've never heard of anything like this," said UAF ski coach Bill
McDonnell, who came to Fairbanks from Vermont five years ago. "It's kind of disconcerting, especially when Fairbanks is
such a skiing community."

It marked the first time anyone can remember a rollerskier getting a ticket.

"In the 19 years I've been rollerskiing in Fairbanks I've been passed numerous times by troopers or Fairbanks police and not
once have I been stopped,” said Ken Leary, a 45-year-old elementary school teacher who troopers ticketed on Saturday.

Troopers allege that Leary, who was rollerskiing along Chena Ridge Road with Mike Kramer, swung his ski pole at a passing
car. That carjust happened to be driven by Capt. Greg Tanner, detachment commander for Alaska State Troopers in
Fairbanks, who was off duty at the time.

Leary claims Tanner came close to hitting him and the two exchanged heated words when Tanner pulled over after passing
the two skiers.

While Tanner claims he identified himself as a trooper and asked the two skiers to stop when they went by, Leary and
Kramer say they did not hear Tanner do so and figured he was just an angry motorist yelling at them.

After the confrontation, Tanner followed the two skiers for more than 20 minutes until an on-duty trooper, whom Tanner had
called, showed up on Cripple Creek Road to issue Leary a ticket.

On Sunday, three troopers ordered 11 members of the Nanooks ski team to remove their rollerskis during a workout on
Cripple Creek Road. Troopers said they had received complaints from local residents.

Seven of the skiers were given rides back to a school van and four others were told to walk back to the vehicle.
Cripple Creek Road is about 5 miles south of Fairbanks and has become a hot spot for rollerskiers because it is freshly
paved. Troopers said Sunday's incident was prompted by calls from concerned residents in the area, not any kind of
confrontation from the previous day.

"When som ebod%/ calls and says somebod%/ is going to get killed, we respond to that," said trooper Gary Tellep, one of the
three troopers who showed up Sunday. "The idea is to prevent people from getting hurt."

In essence, troopers are enforcing a law they said has been on the books for years but has been ignored. According to
troopers, rollerskiing is illegal on a public road.

'The statute pretty clearly says you can't rollerski on the highway." said Tanner.

The law Tanner is referring to is Alaska Admiinstrative Code AAC 02.395 (e), which says, "No person may operate a
unicycle, coaster, roller skates or a similar device on the roadway."

A rollerski falls into the "similar device" category, Tanner said.

http://www.news-miner.eom/cda/article/print/0,1674,113%7E7244%7E 1676677,00.html 10/6/2003
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That's news to skiing folks like John Estle, the former UAF and U.S. Ski Team coach who has lived and coached in
Fairbanks for three decades.

'This is a brand new interpretation (of the law)," Estle said. "People have been rollerskiing in Fairbanks for more than 20
years without a problem. Idon'tunderstand why it's become such a problem all of a sudden."

The problem, as Tanner saw iton Saturday, was a safety issue.

"l wouldn't have stopped at all on Saturday if I didn't think they were creating a hazard," the trooper said. "My action was
hased on the fact that | saw two men side-by-side in the travel portion of the roadway in a no-passing zone and there was a

curve."

Had Leary and Kramer stopped and talked to Tanner, the trooper said the situation probably would have been resolved
without a ticket.

While troopers won't necessarily be on the lookout for rollerskiers, they will respond if they receive complaints or see
rollerskiers in the road, Tanner said.

"We don't have a specific agenda to hunt out rollerskiers on the highway ... but if troopers come across thal or if citizens call,
we will follow up and take appropriate action," Tanner said. "Any time we see anyone operating on a road in an unsafe
manner, we're going to take enforcement action."

Rollerskiers have been left alone for the last 20 years, Tanner said, "because, generally people have done itin a manner that
hasn't drawn attention.”

Tanner had some advice for rollerskiers.

“lwould suggest they use bike paths or get the statute changed."

As faras McDonnell is concerned, the whole thing is "kind of silly." UAF skiers have been training on Cripple Creek Road for
the last two years and while McDonnell admitted there are a few motorhts who are not rollerskier-friendly, most of the
residents are supportive and courteous of the team's efforts.

While he ap(freciated troopers' safety concern, McDonnell said he didn't appreciate the way they handled the situation.
McDonnell described troopers as "downright nasty" when they confronted his skiers.

"When he stopped the skiers, he didn't say anything about why they were being stopped,” McDonnell said of Tellep. "He was
just yelling and ordering them off their skis.

'They couldn't believe it was happening,” he said of the team. "For some of them itwas pretty traumatic, being ordered into
the back of a police car."

Accordin(ﬁ1 to McDonnell, Tellep allegedly forced one skier, Bart Dengel, off the road by standing in the middle of the road and
ordering him to stop. Dengel ended up crashing and bruising his face when he went off the road.

"He was told to stop and he couldn't stop and he went off the roadway," said Tellop, offering his version of the incident.

Tellep referred to rollerskiers as "guided missiles” and wondered why an "institution of higher learning" such as UAF woulo
encourage such an activity.

"I think it's a little ridiculous; we've got skiers flying down hills on rollerskates when they can't stop and they're not wearin?
elbow or knee pads,” Tellep said. "It's like telling somebody to go out and play foothall without a helmet. What happens ifone

of these kids gets hit by car, who's going to get sued?"
While McDonnell acknowledges that rollerskiing is dangerous, the risk is one assumed solely by the skier, he said.

"If someone rollerskis into the side of a car, it's not going to be the car that's going to have a problem," he said. "If you treat a
rollerskier like another vehicle and wait for an opportunity to pass, where's the danger?"

http://www.news-miner.eom/cda/article/print/0,1674,113%7E7244%7E1676677,00.html 10/6/2003
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Rollerskiing is no different than bicycling, according to those who do it.

"Sometimes you might take up a little extra room but there's nothing dangerous or unlawful about doing that," Kramer said.
"Cars have to respect that other people are using the road."

With troopers taking a new, harder stance on rollerskiing, McDonnell said he doesn't know what to do at this point.

"We want to be able to rollerski and we would like to rollerski on Cripple Creek Road because it's the best spot,” he said. 'We
don'twant to cause any problems."

For now, the UAF ski team is traveling to North Pole to use the bike paths at Chena Lakes Recreation Area to train.

‘To force us onto hike paths that are strewn with gravel so bad that you can barely go forward on them, it's an easy out for
them, but it leaves us nowhere," said McDonnell.

Meanwhile, Kramer, a local attorney, said he is considering filing a lawsuit against troopers onDengel's behalf, in part to get
troopers to explain the sudden crackdown on rollerskiing.

"One benefit of that would be to have troopers explain their actions out there." he said.
As for Leary, he said he plans to fight his ticket and Kramer will represent him in court.
"I think the police force could be directed to more law enforcement than harassing rollerskiers," saidLeary.

Staff writer Tim Mowry can be reached at 459-7587 or tmowrv@newsminer.com .

http://wwAv_news-miner.com/cda/article/print/0,1674,113%7E7244%7E 1676677,00. html 10/6/2003
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13 AAC 02.395. Riding on bicycles and certain nonmotorized conveyances

(a) Repealed 6/28/79.

(b) No person operating a bicycle upon a highway may carry a person other than the operator, unless the

bicycle is equipped with a sear for the passenger, except that an adultrider may carry a child securely

attached to his person in a backpack or sling.
(c) No person operating a bicycle or other nonmotorized conveyance may attach, hold on by hand or

otherw ise secure the bicycle or conveyance or him selfto another vehicle so as to be towed or pulled.

(d) A person operating a bicycle upon a highway shall maintain control ofthe bicycle and shall at all

times keep at least one hand upon the handlebars ofthe bicycle.

(e) No person may operate a unicycle, coaster, roller skates, or a similar device on a roadway.

(f) This section does not apply upon a roadway closed to motorized vehicle traffic.

H istory: In effect before 7/28/59; am 12/15/61, Register 3; ain 8/10/66, Register 22; am 12/31/69,

Register 31; am 6/28/79, Register 70

A uthority: AS 28.05.011

13 AAC 02.400. Riding bicycles on roadw ays and bicycle paths

(a) A person operating a bicycle upon a roadw ay shall ride as near to the right side of the roadway as

practicable, and shall give way to the right as far as practicable to a motor vehicle proceeding in the

same direction when the driver of the motor vehicle gives audible signal.

(b) Persons riding bicycles on a roadway may notride more than two abreast except on paths or parts of

roadw ays set aside for the exclusive use ofbicycles. Persons riding bicycles two abreast may not impede

traffic and, in a laned roadway, shall ride within the farthest right lane.

(c) W hen a shoulder of the highw ay is maintained in good condition, an operator ofa bicycle shall use

the shoulder of the roadw ay.

(d) A person operating a bicycle on a trail, path, sidew aik, or sidew alk area shall
(1) exercise care to avoid colliding with other persons or vehicles;

(2) give an audible signal before overtaking and passing a pedestrian; and

(3) yield the right-of-way to any pedestrian.

(e) Repealed 6/28/79.

(0 A person riding a bicycle intending to turn left shall, unless he dismounts and crosses as a pedestrian,

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/cgi-bin/folioisa.dll/aac/query=[jump!3A12713+aac+0212E395!... 1/28/2004


http://www.legis.state.ak.us/cgi-bin/folioisa.dll/aac/query=%5bjump!3A!2713+aac+02!2E395

maam roxJ80.M:ivrFairfaanks, Alaska 99708

Sent via fax: 907-465-5241
February 23, 2004

The Honorable Ralph Seekins
Alaska State Senate

State Capitol, Room 125
Juneau, AK 99810-1182

SB 327 (rollerskiing)

Dear Senator Seekins:

The purpose of this letter is to thank you on behalf of the Nordic Ski Club of Fairbanks for
introducing and supporting SB 327. Rollerskiing is important element of ski training for the
national and international caliber cross-country skiers that reside in Alaska. The UAF and UAA
skiers compete at the highest levels nationally, and need this important tool that is available in
other stales and just across the border in Canada. Roller skiing is a must for Olympian and
Fairbanks resident Aelin Peterson if she wants to stay competitive and make the US Ski Team at
the next Olympic Games. Over a dozen Fairbanks area high school and first year college age
skiers will compete in early March at Arci;: Winter Games in Alberta, Canada and at Junior
Olympics (U.S. junior national championships) in Lake Placid, New York. Most if not all of
these skiers use roller skis as a needed part of their training, and some have their own Olympic
dreams. Moreover, as you know, there is a large cross-country skiing community in our state
and many Alaskans get healthy, ski specific exercise in summer on roller skis.

SB 327 is good legislation not just because it makes clear that roller skiers and other individuals
using similar devices can use the same roadways as bicyclists. SB 327 also provides clear safety
requirements for roller skiers which also will benefit motorists. The Nordic Ski Club of
Fairbanks pledges to work with the college and high school ski teams, ski training groups and the
ski community at large to make them fully aware of the requirements of this legislation, and any
other relevant information on appropriate roller skiing safety and etiquette.

Thanks again for your support.

Sincerely Yours,

President



FW: in support of roller-skiing

Subject: FW : in support ofroller-skiing

Date: Thu, 12 Feb 2004 16:58:22 -0900
From : "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@ legis.state.ak.us>

Iwill be making a binder full of the hard copies of all the letters Ireceive.

Bill

— Original Message—
rom. quinley [mailto:quinley@ alaska.net]
en . Thursday, February 12, 2004 4:39 PM

0, bill.Lmcdonnell@ uaf.edu
UbJeCt in support of roller-skiing

February 12, 2004

To Whom It May Concern:
lam pleased Senator Seekins is proposing to amend the existing statutes to make roller-skiing legal in the state of Alaska.

As the mother of two lifelong cross-country skiers (ages 13 and 16), I know the importance of year-round training. 1also know
nothing comes closer to emulating cross-country skiing than roller-skiing.

Just as I have taught my children to be courteous and accommodating when using sidewalks, hiking trails, biking trails, and
other public corridors, I'have taught them to be respectful when roller-skiing on public roads. In addition, their coaches have
taught them to roller-ski single file and to obey the same laws that apply to bicyclists using public roads. In fact, when one of
their coaches noticed two athletes roller-skiing side-by-side. he stopped them, told them to take off their roller-skis, had them
walk back to the van and made them wait out the practice. This is how seriously the cross-country ski community regards this

form of training, and the lengths to which they will go to preserve it.

I believe the majority of roller-skiers are at least as courteous and law-abiding as the motorized users with whom they
share the public roads. lam hopeful Mr. Seekins’commonsense proposal meets with approval.

Sincerely,

Constance K Quinley
1812 Bowdoin Circle
Anchorage, AK 99508
(907) 563-8569

| of2 2/17/2004 11.05 AM
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FW: in support of rollerskiing

Subject: FW : in supportofrollerskiing
pate: Fri, 13 Feb 2004 13:07:00 -0900
From : "bill mcdonnell” <bill.mcdonnel!@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian Hove" <Brian_Kove@legis.state.ak.us>

Original Message--——--—--
From: Sally Johnson [mailto:salgalpalll@ hotm ailscom]
Sent: Friday, February 13, 2004 12:57 PM
To: bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
Subject: in support of rollerskiing

I have cross county skiied in Alaska for most of my life. |
junior nordic and went on to high school racing, racing at junior

nationals,
and now college ski racing. Alaska is a wonderful place to ski;

have
great ski trails, a supportive ski community, and fairly reliable

These factors and others have allowed Alaskan:; to excel at nordic

began with

we

sSNnow.

skiing,
our Junior team has won Nationals countless times and we have produced
some
of the nation's best skiiers. We generally have good snow through the
winter months, allowing Alaskan skiiers quality training, but this is
not so
in the summer. The majority of my summer trianing is rollerskiing. |If
Alaskan nordic skiiers were unable to rollerski, they would be at a
great

Please

disadvantage to many of their competitors living elsewhere.

amend

the current statutes and allow rollerskiing to be legal in Alaska.

Thanks,
Sally Johnson

1334 Bannister Dr.
Anchorage, AK 99508

MSN 8 helps eliminate e-mail viruses. Get 2 months FREE*.
http://join .msn.corn/?page=features/virus

lofl

2/17/2004 9:49 AM
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FW: In Support of Roller-skiing

Subiject: FW : In SupportofRoller-skiing

D ate: Fri, 13 Feb 2004 08:15:46 -0900
From : "bill mcdonnell” <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: ""Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@ legis.state.ak.us>

rom 9
en @

b a|| on e tt%e rm_skner@hotmallcom]
ubject upport Lfler -skiing

Hello,

I am Nathan Wolfe, ajunior at East High School. | have skied pretty much all my life and love the
sport. | train avidly, as do many of my friends. This training includes miming, biking, strength, and most
importantly, roller-skiing. It is the closest way to mimic and perfect skiing technique and muscles without
actually skiing on snow. Without roller-skiing the hard core trainers who would like to make skiing their
life, or at least for their college career, and represent Alaska as we accomplish these dreams, loose a very
important factor in getting there. Please consider what you are doing when you make roller-skiing illegal
on public roads, and question if it really is needed. The majority of skiers are considerate when rollar
skiing and stay on the far side of the road, farthest from the cars. Please don'tjeprodize the dreams of so

many highschool skiers. Thank you for your time.

Nathan wolfe, 3336 Uphnd Dr., Anchorage Ak, 99504

Let the advanced features & services of MSN Internet Software maximize vour online time.

| of | 2/17/2004 11:06 AM
m anHBBaBnM an
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FW: roller-skiing in Alaska

lof 1

Subject: FW : roller-skiing in A laska

pate: Fri, 13 Feb 2004 08:16:28 -0900
From : "bill mcdonnell” <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@ legis.state.ak.us>

Original Message--—--—---
From: Jay Laxson [mailto:jlaxsonl@corecom.net]
Sent: Thursday, February 12, 2004 7:32 PM
To: bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
Subject: roller-skiing in Alaska

Dear Senator Ralph Seekins

Thar.k you for introducing a bill to the legislature that will amend the
existing statutes to make roller-skiing legal in the state of Alaska. |

didn't appreciate that this was not legal currently. I have been skiing
with the Alaska Pacific University ski team for the past 2 years and, as
you can appreciate, this is a valuable addition to the road and mountain

biking, running, hill-bounding and general strength work-outs that we
do. Roller-skiing is critical to developing techniques, balance, and
strength specific to cross country ski racing.

Road courtesy and safety are of paramount importance in fostering
community support for roller-skiing on the paved public roads. Since
there was a "major problem" with regards to roller-skiing in Fairbanks,
the Anchorage nordic skiing community has become aware of the need to be

responsible when sharing the roads with automobile traffic. Hopefully
the lessons learned will make everyone more aware of their skiing

etiquette.
Sincerely,

Jay Laxson

11901 Woodbourne Cir
Anchorage, AK 29516
907 345-3639
jlaxsonl@corecom.net

2/17/2004 11:06 AM
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SB327

Subiject: SB327
Date: Fri, 13 Feb 2004 19:28:13 -0900
From : Dave & Leila Dengel <dengel@alaska.net>

To: Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us

Senator Seekins:
Thanks for introducing SB327. Our son Bart was one of the UAF skiers

stopped last fall for roller skiing near Fairbanks. Bart has roller skied
on Thompson Pass for several years with no problems.
Dave and Leila Dengel

2/21/2004 6:03 PM
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Roller Skiing Bill

lofl

Subiject: Roller Skiing Bill

Date: Fri, 13 Feb 2004 15:12:23 -0900

From: "Sorensen, Steve P." <SorensenSP@ alyeska-pipeline.com >
To: ""Senator_Ralph_Seekins@ legis.state.ak.us"' <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@ legis.state.ak.us>
Ralph,
Thanks for introducing the roller skiing bill. In my recreational life |

have coached, raced, and instructed skiing for the last 30 years. Cross
country skiing has kept a number of our kids "clean" while traversing the
sometimes treacherous slopes of Junior High and High School peer pressure.
My own kids, now mostly grown, have benefited from the discipline that cross
country skiing has provided them and s till provides them as high performing

adults.
Thanks again!

Best Regards,

Steve Sorensen

Senior Structural Engineer
Alyeska Pipeline Service Co.

2/21/2004 6:03 PM
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Roller Ski legislation

Subject: Roller Ski legislation
D ate: Fri, 13 Feb 2004 19:09:03 EST
From : Jrjcsingleton@ aol.com

To: Senator_Ralph_Seekins@ legis.state.ak.us

Senator Seekins

Il am the President of Board of the Eagle River Nordic Ski Club and I would like to thank you for your support of bill
327. My son has earned the title o f" skimeister" for being the top high school skier for the last two years. Because of
this 1 am very much aware of the dedication and training requirements of the elite skiers of this state. In order for our
skiers to be successful in national competition it is essential for them to train in the off season. A large component of
this dry land training is on rollerskis. Bill 327 is important legislation for all the skiers of Alaska. Without it our skiers
will have a distince training disadvantage over the skiers in the lower 48. Thanks to your bill our Alaskan skiers can

contiune to excell in national and international competition.

Sincerely,

James C. Singleton D.D.S.

t ofl 2/21/2004 6:03 PM
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rollerski legislation SB327

Subject: rollerski legislation SB327

D ate: Fri, 13 Feb 2004 13:54:53 -0900
From : "Kumin, Jon" <jkumin@kumin.alaska.com>
To: <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Sen Seekins:

Inaword - THANK YOU! This is commonsense legislation we should all support.

Sincerely,

Jon Kumin
7921 Charlotte Place
Anchorage, AK 99502

iof 1 2/21/2004 6:04 PM
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Roller Skiing

Subiject: Roller Skiing
D ate: Sun, 15 Feb 2004 14:10:09 -0900
From : ""Gooderham's" <brewersl@awcable.com>
To: <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>

Thank you for introducing the bill to allow roller skiing to be legal.
I have been skiing since age 12 and cannot understand why

we have to legislate common sense. Roller skiing is the best

way to stay in shape before the snow flies again.

Thanks again

Chad Gooderham
Fairbanks Alaska
brewers | @awcable.com
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SB327

Subject: SB327

Date: Mon, 16 Feb 2004 10:44:12 -0900

From: "quinley" <quinley@alaska.net>
To: <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@ legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Senator Seekins,

Thank you for introducing SB327. We are a family of cross country skiers in Anchorage, and our teenage daughter
has represented Alaska in national competition for three years. Rollerskiing is an important part of her year-round
training, and an enjoyable, safe exercise for the rest of us. Your bill describes how it can be done safely, and we urge
the Legislature to pass the bill this year. Thank you again for looking out for the interests of Alaska's athletes. Feel

free to pass along this message of support to other legislators.

John Quinley

563-856

2/21/2004 6:03 PM
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Senate Bill 327
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Subiject: Senate Bill 327
D ate: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 10:34:45 -0900
From: "Bert Boyer" <ffbbb@ uaf.edu>

To: <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@ legis.state.ak.us>
Dear Senator Seekins,

I want to personally thank you for introducing Senate B ill 327.

I have been roller skiing in Fairbanks for the last 6-8 years and have
found it to be an extremely healthful and enjoyable way to stay fit in

the summer. | have had one bad experience with an angry motorist in the
summer of 2002, and interestingly, when | called the troopers, they
supported my right to roller ski on the road. Thus, | was surprised to
see the article in the News Miner last fall that indicated it was
illegal.

It is clearly time to introduce a bill to make roller skiing legal in
Alaska and | applaud your efforts.

Many thanks!
Bert

Bert Boyer, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Molecular Biology
Institute of Arctic Biology

Center for Alaska Native Health Research
311 Irving | Bldg.

Fairbanks, Alaska 99775

Phone - 907-474-7733

Fax - 907-474-6967 or -5700
bert.boyerOuaf.edu
http://www.iab.uaf.edu/~bert_boyer
http://www .alaska.edu/canhr/

2/21/2004 6:02 PM
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FW: Senate Bill 327

Subject: FW : Senate Bill 327
Date: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 11:00:46 -0900
From : "bill medonnell”™ <bill. mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian Hove" <Brian _Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

Original Message----——-—-
From: Bert Boyer (mailto:ffobbb@uaf.edu)
Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2004 10:35 AM
To: Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us
Subject: Senate Bill 327

Dear Senator Seekins,

I want to personally thank you for introducing Senate Bill 327.

I have been roller skiing in Fairbanks for the last 6-8 years and have

found it to be an extremely healthful and enjoyable way to stay fit

the summer. | have had one bad experience with an angry motorist in
summer of 2002, and interestingly, when | called the troopers, they
supported my right to roller ski on the road. Thus, | was surprised
see the article in the News Miner last fall that indicated it was

illegal.

It is clearly time to introduce a bill to make roller skiing legal
Alaska and | applaud your efforts.

Many thanks!
Bert

Bert Boyer, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Molecular Biology
Institute of Arctic Biology

Center for Alaska Native Health Research
311 Irving | Bldg.

Fairbanks, Alaska 99775

Phone - 907-474-7733

Fax - 907-474-6967 or -5700
bert.boyer@uaf.edu
http://www.iab.uaf.edu/-bert_boyer
http:/ /www.alaska .edu/can'nr/

in
the

to

in


mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
mailto:_Hove@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:ffbbb@uaf.edu
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:bert.boyer@uaf.edu
http://www.iab.uaf.edu/-bert_boyer

FW: In support of rollerskiing

Subject: FW : In support ofrollerskiing

Date: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:37:51 -0900
From : "bill mcdonnell™ <bill. mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian Hove'"' <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

Original Message------
From: Susan Sugai [mailto:fnsfs@ uaf.edu]
Sent: Monday, February 16, 2004 7:54 PM
To: bill.Lmcdonnell@ uaf.edu
Subject: In support of rollerskiing

373 Droz Drive
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
16 February 2004

Dear Honorable Senators,

This letter is written in support of SB 327 allowing roller skiers to legally use public roadways as bicycles
currently do. Like many Nordic skiers both recreational and competitive, | was attracted to Fairbanks
because of the well-groomed crosscountry ski trails and long on-snow season for pursuing our passion. | ve
been rollerskiing on Fairbanks roadways since 1987 and in those many years, State troopers have never
stopped me as I’ve rollerskied on the Parks Highway, Sheep Creek, Murphy Dome, Rosie Creek, or
Goldstream Roads. Although recently most of my rollerskiing has either teen done alone or with one or
two others, | have previously participated in roller ski clinics and training groups. Like most rollerskiers, |
am considerate of vehicular traffic and move as far right as feasible and doublepole rather than skate when

being passed by vehicles, bicycles, or other rollerskiers.

Currently, I’'m in my tenth season coaching a Masters (over 40 year old) Men’s ski training group. We
meet weekly from November through April and the skiers are Fairbanks area residents ranging from
University faculty and administrators to a local bar tender. Usually 12 to 15 of these skiers complete the
annual Sonot Kkaazoot 50 km ski race in late March with several others doing the shorter 20 km veision.
While many of this group, myself included, used to be runners in the “dryland” season, rollerskiing allows
us to participate in non-impact activity that has similar physical demands to Nordic skiing, Like the
younger and more elite skiers who are striving to make University and Olympic teams, rollerskiing is an
important activity for Masters skiers during our 6 months without snow. Masters skiers contribute not only
to our local economy but also volunteer countless hours to the infrastructure that makes Fairbanks
attractive to national and international Nordic skiers for training in the fall, and to national race organizing
committees as a fantastic venue for events like the 2003 Junior Olympics held at the Birch Hill Recreation
Area. The future of Nordic skiing in Fairbanks and the state of Alaska would definitely be brighter if local
athletes of all ages could pursue their sport legally on roadways available to bicycles.

Thank you for your support in helping the greater Alaskan ski community.

Warm regards,

| of2 2/17/2004 11:01 AM
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FW: In support of rollerskiing

Susan Sugai, Ph.D.

A ssociate D irector, Alaska Sea Grant College Program

University of Alaska Fairbanks

Fairbanks, AK 99775-5040

(907) 474-6840; fax (907) 474-6285

http://www .uaf.edu/seaarant/stafPsiuiai.htm |

http://ww w .arctic.gov/ssugai.htm
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FW: In Support of Roller-Skiing

Subject: FW : In Supportof Roller-Skiing
D ate: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:39:01 -0900
From: "bill mcdonnell" <bill. mcdonnell@ uaf.edu>

To: "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@ legis.state.ak.us>

Original Message--—--——--
From: Frode Lillefrell [mailto:skitur@ alaskapacific.edu]
Sent: Monday, February 16, 2004 10:53 AM
To: bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
Subject: In Support of Roller-Skiing

Anchorage and Alaska has a very large cross- country skiing community
that rely on roller-skiing on public roads as one of the main forms of
specific training during the summer and fall. If roller-skiing were to
be banned from public roads, many high level skiers training would be
compromised and Alaskans would be at a clear disadvantage compared to
skiers from a lot of other states.

For us skiers this is a serious problem, that need to be addressed. One
option that we skier would like to have, in addition to public road, is
trails made especially for roller- skiing, however these trails cost a
lot of money to build and as of today we have none. If we had one good
roller-ski trail in Anchorage and Fairbanks respectively it would take
a lot of the pressure of the public roads and only the highest level
skiers would still need to use the roads some. Until then we hope we
can continue to use public roads for our training in a safe and
cooperative manner with other people on the roads.

Sincerely,

Frode Lillefjell
Assistant Coach Alaska Pacific University Nordic Ski Center

4101 University Drive Anchorage, AK 99508
E-mail: Skitur@ alaskapacific.edu
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FW: In Support of Roller-Skiing

Subject: FW : In Supportof Roller-Skiing
D ate: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:40:53 -0900
From: "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@ uaf.edu>

To: "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@ legis.state.ak.us>

Original Message—
From: Martins [mailto:tadida@ xyz.net]
Sent Saturday, February 14, 2004 12:01 PM
To: bil.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
UbjeCtZ In Support of Roller-Skiing

Dear Committee Members:

We are a cross-country ski family in Homer and roller skiing is a big part of our summer fun. Larry Martin, my
husband, is a former US Olympic team member. He grew up in Homer. Our daughter Ida Martin is a collegiate
cross-country skier in Colorado. Our son is a member of the Homer High School ski team. A favorite summer
workout for Larry and Ida is to roller ski up Fritz Creek Hill east of Homer. They also enjoy roller skiing up East Hill
and up West Hill and across Skyline Drive.The Homer High School Ski Team also uses roller skis in these areas as

a great pre-season training method.

My job in these workouts is to meet the roller skiers at the tops of the hills and give them a ride home. These are
joyous, vigorous workouts. We're all four very much in favor of the use of roller skis. Legislation against such an
activity is a vote in favor of atrophy and laziness and the use of automobiles instead of the human body!!!

Sincerely,

Linda Martin, for Larry, Ida and Tad
36d Rangeview

Homer, AK 99603

(907) 235-6758
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FW: In Support of Roller Skiing Legislation

Subject: FW : In Support of Roller Skiing Legislation
pate: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:42:11 -0900
From : "bill mcdonnell' <bill. mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

— Original Message.......

From: Ron Klein [mailto:xcsg@ gci.net]

Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2004 6:46 AM
To: bill.mcdonnell@ uaf.edu

Subject: In Support of Roller Skiing Legislation

Bill,

Thank you for working with Senator Seekins to support amending state statutes to make rolier skiing legal. | was shocked to
leam last summer that roller skiing was illegal. Skiing is a way of life in Anchorage. Roller skiing is an essentia! activity for
maintaining ski conditioning and training for winter races. | have skied with APUN Nordic in the past and roller skiing has been
an essential component of the training plan. Alaska has been a significant contributor to the US National Ski and Piathlon Teams
and the ability for Alaskan team members to roller ski during the olTseason is esssential to maintaining the competitive edge.

Ron Klein
3316 Knik Ave

Anchorage, AK 99517

| ofl 2/17/2004 11:01 AVL
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FW: In Support of Roller Skiing
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Subject: FW : In Support of Roller Skiing

pDate: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:42:30 -0900
From : "bill mcdonnell” <bill. mcdonnel'!@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@ legis.state.ak.us>

Original Message--—--——--
From: Tim Stallard (mailto:fntws@uaf.edu]
Sent: Monday, February 16, 2004 10:01 AM
To: Bill McDonnell (E-mail)

Subject: In Support of Roller Skiing

To Whom it may concern,

I am writing to express my support for legislation that legalizes roller
skiing on Alaska's roads, Nordic skiing is a sport in which our Alaskan
athletes are competitive at an international level. While we are
blessed with one of the longest ski seasons anywhere, our nordic
athletes need to train year round to stay competitive.

Our public roads offer the only easily accessible place where Alaska's
nordic athletes can train in the summer - so | urge you to make this

possible.
Thank you,

Tim Stallard

1001 Mia St.
Fairbanks, AK 99712
(907) 452-8980

Tim Stallard <tim.stallard>

Outdoor Adventures coordinator
University of Alaska Fairbanks
Explore Alaska: vnvw.uaf.edu/outdoor

2/17/2004 11:01 AM
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FW: in support of roller-skiing

Subject: FW : in support ofroller-skiing

pDate: TUe, 17 Feb 2004 08:44:10 -0900
From : "bill mcdonnell”™ <bill.mcdortnell@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@ legis.state.ak.us>

— Original Message—

From: Elizabeth Quinley [mailto:queen_elizabeth05@ hotmail.com]
Sent: Friday, February 13, 2004 5:26 PM

To: bill.Lmcdonnell@ uaf.edu

Subject: in support of roller-skiing

February 12, 2004

To Whom It May Concern:
As an avid skier for both APUNSC and East Anchorage High School, | am happy that Senator Seekins is

proposing to make roller-skiing legal. Rollerskiing is very important to the nordic skiing community, and ensuring
its legality is a good idea.To excel in nordic skiing, roller-skiing is crucial. It provides year-round training and a

motion very similar to skiing on snow.

When roller-skiing, my team and | are careful and accomodating to oncoming traffic as well as pedestrians. Our
coaches are adamant about skiing single file and getting to tne side of the road when cars need to get by. We
wear helmets, stay on the correct side of the road, and try hard not to obstruct traffic. We follow the rules just as
bike-riders and pedestrians do, and would greatly appreciate it if rollerskiing was recognized as legal.

Sincerely,

Elizabeth O. Quinley
1812 Bowdoin Circle
Anchorage, AK 99508
(907) 563-8569

queen elizabeth0O5@ hotmail.com

Choose now from 4 levels of MSN Hotmail Extra Storage - no more account overload!
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FW: Roller-skiing on Public Right of Ways

Subject: FW : Roller-skiing on Public Right of W ays

pate: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:47:02 -0900
From: "bill mcdonnell” <bill. mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

Original Message------
From: Karen Mannix [mailto:karen_mannix@ yahoo.com]

Sent: Sunday, February 15, 2004 7:20 PM

To: bi(.Lmcdonnell@uaf.edu
Subject: Roller-skiing on Public Right of Ways

My name is Karen Mannix. |am a 24-year resident of Talkeetna, Alaska, co-founder of Denali Junior
Nordic ski Club and the Su Valley High School Cross Country Ski Coach for the past 6 seasons. |am
writing in support of the legislative effort to allow roller-skiing on public roads, tJthough Iwould agree
that there is a degree of risk involved in roller-skiing on roads in Alaska, | see no great difference between
roller-skiing and bicycling, and | highly doubt there could be legal merit for determining one use more

unsafe than the other.

However, my primary concerns for legislating AGAINST roller-skiing are these: 1) Our state has produced
some of the best Nordic skiers in the country, in part because these athletes can summer train on
roller-skis. 2) There are inadequate bike path systems to allow for roller-skiing. A perfect example is in
the Talkeetna area, where a person can't travel from point A to point B anywhere in the area unless

he/she is on a public road, the railroad, or in the woods! Several years ago, a side-road off the Talkeetna
Spur (the Comsat) was freshly paved and allowed the only roller-skiable surface within a 60-mile

radius. The Spur itselfwas pitted, pot-holed, and cracked. Last summer a bike path was constructed and
may finally be used, but the Comsat is still able to provide variety and can be accessed by some residents
without having to drive there. True, it might be safer to roller-ski solely on the bike path, BUT there is no
legislation which denies anyone the right to ride a bike on the Comsat, and having done both, | personally
see no difference between the two. 3) Bicycling and roller-skiing are very similar aciivitics; many people
commute, train, recreate using either/or or both forms of transportation...if one legislates against one, the
other should follow. However, our Slate doesn't feel compelled to disallow bicycles on the busy city
streets of Anchorage; how does roller-skiing on less busy public right-of-ways differ? 4) Compelling
roller-skiers to use bike paths will seriously disable the use of good, paved training areas for serious nordic
skiers. This would likewise be tme for the serious bicyclist, and 1would oppose any legislation which

would hamper either activity.

We currently have a helmet law which mandates helmet use on motorcycles and snow machines. |
maintain that any road user (motor vehicle or other) needs to be adequately prepared for safety; when I
summer coach nordic athletes, they are required to wear helmets, but they are also allowed to ski on the
sides of paved roads...otherwise, our Nordic ship would have been sunk yeais ago!

of2 2/17/2004 11:01 AM
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FW: Roller-skiing on Public Right of Ways

When our ~gislators begin to tackle public use "restrictions” on public right-of-ways, it is very important
to be consistent. | don't see how it is possible for one to tell a resident of a neighborhood that they can bike
to their friend's house but they can't roller-ski (or in-line skate, for that matter). 1also feel that if the State
of Alaska were reallv paying attention to types of recreation on public right-of-ways, it would more wisely
use its time citing the many young snow-machiners, kids under 16 years old, without any type of dirving
permit, who spend hours snow-machining at high speeds on (non-motorized) bike paths all over Alaska in
winter. How many fatalities have we seen related to snow machine use vs roller-skiing?

As a skier, roller-skier, and coach, | feel it is necessary to allow roller-skiing activity on roads unless the
State is willing to build a ""non-motorized paved path" adjacent to each road. Whether training or
commuting, roller-skiing should be allowed. 1would suggest we tackle the snow machine issue (on
non-motorized bike paths in winter) before attempting to legislate against something much more "healthy"
and much less potentially injurious to others or self (roller-skiing on roads in summer).

Karen Mannix
PO Box 284
Talkeetna, Ak. 99676

907-733-2615

Do you Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Finance: Get vour refund fast bv filinu online
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FW: Rc: SB 327-Rollerskiing

Subject: FW : Re: SB 327-Rollerskiing

pate: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:50:14 -0900
From : "bill mcdonnell” <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian Hove'' <Brian_Hove@.legis.state.ak.us>

Original Message--—--—--
From: Brennan Walsh [mailto:bwalsh01@ hotmail .com]
Sent: Monday, February 16, 2004 3:54 PM
To: Bill.McDonnell@uaf.edu
Subject: FW: Re: SB 327-Rollerskiing

>From: Senator French <senator_hollis__frenchQlegis.state.ak. us>
>To: Brennan Walsh <hwalshOIlGhotmail. com>

>Subject: Re: SB 327-Rollerskiing

>Date: Mon, 16 Feb 2004 13:58:56 -0900

>

>Dear Brennan,

>Thank you for your letter regarding SB 327. I will look this bill over
>carefully. It certainly seems like a good idea. I am an avid
recreational

>skier, and | am certainly supportive of any legislation tnat makes it

>easier for

>Alaskans to get out and exercise!
>Best of luck in your endeavors,
>Hollis French

>

>

>Brennan Walsh wrote:

>

> > Dear Sen. Hollis,

> >

> > My name is Brennan Walsh and | am an active cross country skier in
>Anchorage

> > and on the NCAA college circuit. | competed for West High, Team
Alaska,

>the

> > US Junior Biathlon Team, and now | race for the University of
Nevada,

>Reno.

> > | am writing to ask for your support to pass SB 237. The bill allows
the

>use

> > of Rollerskiing on roadways. As any serious skier will tell you, the
< > importance of rollerskiing in the summer out weigh's any other type
of

> > training activity an athlete can do. | can say first hand that |
would

>not

> > have been able to go as far as | have, without the use of summer
> > rollerskiing. Please vote in favor of this bill for myself, the
skiing

> > community of our district, and for all the similar athletes around
the

> > state. Thank you for your time.

> >

> > Brennan Walsh

> >

> > (school address)
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FW: Rc: SB 327-Rollerskiing
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905 Washington St.
Reno, NV, 89503

>
>
>
> (Alaska address)

> 1901 Belaxr

> Anchorage, AK 99517
>

>

Choose now from 4 levels of MSN Hotmail Extra Storage - no more
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>Sen. Hollis French
>State Capitol, Room 504
>Juneau, AK 99801

;toll free (866) 465-3892

>visit my website at http: //wwiv. akdemocrats .org

>

Check out the great features of the new MSN 9 Dial-up, with the MSN

Dial-up
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FW: In Sjupport of Roller Skiing
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Subject: FW : In Sjupport of Roller Skiing
pate: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:51:06 -0900
From : "bill mcdonnell™ <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian Hove'” <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

Original Message----—-—--
From: spiritl@ ptialaska.net [mailto:spiritl@ ptialaska.net]
Sent: Saturday, February 14, 2004 9:59 AM
To: billmcdonnell@uaf.edu
Subject: In Sjupport of Roller Skiing

Dear Bill,
I am the parent of several former high school cross country skiers and

am

a skier myself. I am very much in favor of our skiers at all levels
having

the option of training on roller skis when there is no snow. Rather
than

being annoyed by the skiers using the road, | am always impressed at
their

dedication to their sport. While | would be happy to have wider
shoulders

on our roads for the use of all sports including bicycles and running
strollers, | am more than willing to slow down for others using the
roads.

I am in support of roller skiing on the roads; | am in fact in support
of

use of our roads for non-motorized travel as well. Thank you.

Gail Davidson

1547 Chena Ridge Road
Fairbanks, Alaska 99709
(907) 479-7127

mail2web - Check your email from the web at
http://mail2web.com/
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FW: Jsupport Roller Skiing!
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Subject: FW : | support Roller Skiing!

pate: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:52:11 -0900
"bill mcdonnell™ <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
""Brian Hove"' <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

From:

To:

Original Message—
From: The Harrisons [mailto:hhhomer@ alaska.net]

Sent: Saturday, February 14, 2004 3:54 PM
To: bill.Lmcdonnell@ uaf.edu
Subject: | support Roller Skiing!

My name is Brian Harrison and | am in favor of keeping roller skiing legal. As a Homer resident we are often the
victims of unseasonably warm winter weather. The ability to roller ski makes training less of an issue due to poor
snow conditions. It also makes training possible year round. My daughters both have been on the school cross
country ski teams. Having this avenue open to them to improve their skills is invaluable. When the national spot light
is on obesity in our population, why would anyone take away another method of all important exercise. | can be
reached at 1065 Larkspur Ct.,, Homer Ak. 99603, or 907-235-8922 should you have questions. Thank you for taking

the time to consider this very important issue.

Brian Harrison

2/17/2004 11:00AM
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Subject: FW : Groseclose support for rollerskiing bill w/address
Date: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:53:08 -0900
From : "bill mcdonnell™ <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: ""Brian Hove"" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

Original Message----—-—--
From: Bob [m ailto:bob@alaskalaw.com]
Sent: Monday, February 16, 2004 10:17 AM
To: bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu

Subject: RE: Groseclose support for rollerskiing bill w/address
Bill, | overlooked my address, below.

Original Message--—--——--
From: Bob [mailto:bob@ alaskalaw.com]
Sent: Monday, February 16, 2004 9:56 AM
To: 'billmcdonnell@uaf.edu"’
Subject: Groseclose support for rollerskiing bill
Bill,
Add my name to those supporting legislation which would modify the
existing
statute/regulation so as to tolerate and accommodate roller skiing.
Cross-country skiing is to Alaska as surfing is to California. The law
should reasonably accommodate this Alaskan pastime. Roller skiing is an
off-season, ski-training activity. Certain roadways can accommodate the
sharing of roller-skiing with other users. A total ban effectively
eliminates off-season cross-country ski training. The law should be
relaxed

to allow roller-skiing when traffic safety is not unreasonably

comprised.
There are many roadways in the state where roller-skiers have for many

years

peacefully coexisted safely and in harmony with other users. The law
should
accommodate such usuage. The total ban should be modified.

Bob Groseclose

520 Marshall Drive
Fairbanks, Alaska 99712
907/457-5498

2/17/2004 11:00 AM
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Subject: FW : rollski
pate: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 10:02:06 -0000
From : 'bill mecdonnell” <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

Original Message--—-—-—-
From: tigerdemers@ att.nec [mailuo:tigerdemers@ att.net]

Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2004 9:59 AM
To: bill. mcdonnell@ uaf.edu
Subject: rollski

fyi

Judy & Tiger E. Demers
P.O. Box 991

26975 Williwa St.
Kasiiof AK 99610 0991
tigerdemersSatt.net
907-283-5133

February 17, 2004

Bill McDonnell

University of Alaska Fairbanks
P.O. Box 757440

Fairbanks Alaska 99775

Dear Mr. McDonnell,
The purpose of this letter is to express our support for the proposed

roller-ski legislation.

We are residents of Kasiiof , a small rural community with no public
recreational facilities. No sidewalks, no bike paths, and hardly any
paved roads other than the Sterling Highway and Kalifornski Beach Road.
The one thing that we like to do is either bicycle and or roller ski on
Coho Loop Road which has a low volume of local traffic. In the past, the
state police have observed us roller skiing and for what ever reason
have never talked to us about any infractions.

I am 64 years aid and an ex Olympic athlete, the 1964 Nordic Winter
Olympic Team at Innsbruck Austria. One other to consider is our current
Olympian and World Cup Biathlon competitor , Jay Hakk..nen of Kasiiof.
And, there are others who will be positively affected by this
legislation.

Thank you for your kind attention If any additional information is
desired, we will make every effort to meet your request.

Au Revoir Mon Ami,

Tiger Demers

Au Revoir Mon Ami
Tiger & Judy Demers
P.O.Box 991

26975 Williwa St.
Kasiiof AK 99610
907-283-5133

2/17/2004 11:00 AM
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FW: support of roller skiing

Subject: FW : support ofroller skiing
pate: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 10:15:54 -0900
From : "bill mecdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@ legis.state.ak.us>

Original Message--—-—-—--
From: Kiki Abrahamson [m ailto:kabrahamson@kpbsd.k!2 .ak.us]

Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2004 10:07 AM
To: bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
Subject: support of roller skiing

| support making roller skiing legal.

My 15 year old daughter won gold and silver medals in international
biathlon competition in Sweden, but training in Alaska has been

problematic. She trained in Lake Placid and with the Minnesota team
and

with them learned how to roller ski and develop a year round training
plan. Although this worked for several years, it became too expensive
for

our family. Now she could rollerski to maintain her training here, but
not if it is illegal.

That roller skiing is illegal seems completely ludicrous to me. We are

constantly faced with challenges to help young people make wise activity
choices and encourage everyone to keep up exercising for health as a

life

long pursuit. Then why would there be an ordinance against an activity
that promotes a healthy activity? What is the message lawmakers are
sending out... Sorry, you can't roller ski so why don't you go hang out
at the beach with your friends and snroke some pot... Or, why don't you
just sit down in front of the TV, drink a few beers and catch a game or
two. If you're lucky you may even get a peek at Janet Jackson's breast.

Kiki Abrahamson
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FW: In Support of Roller-skiing

Subject: FW : In Support of Roller-skiing
pate: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 12:37:16 -0900
From : "bill mcdonnell™ <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@ legis.state.ak.us>

— Original Message—

From: Debbie & Charlie [mailto:pooregib@ xyz.net]
Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2004 12:22 PM

To: bill.Lmcdonnell@ uaf.edu

Subject: In Support of Roller-skiing

Yes, | support roller-skiing in Alaska. We are an outdoors type of people and should have all means of
exercise and recreation encouraged. With the unpredictable snow conditions it makes sense that
roller-skiing be available for people to continue training and exercising. Roller-skiing is a life-long
exercise and helps combat cabin fever and SAD, which many Alaskans are familiar with. Please do all you

can to change the legislation in support of roller-skiing.

Thank you. Sincerely, De”™ ih Poore

Homer, Alaska

| ofl 2/17/2004 12:46 PM
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FW: rollerskiing

Subject: FW : rollerskiing
pate: Wed, 18 Feb 2004 09:17:19-0900
From : "bill mcdonnell” <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@ legis.state.ak.us>

Original Message—
From: ida martin [mailto:xc_ski_frog@ yahoo.com]
Sent: Tuesday, February 17, 2004 5:08 PM
To: bill.mcdonnell@ uaf.edu
Subject: rollerskiing

My name is Ida Martin, | an from Homer Alaska and | am an active cross country skier from Alaska. |

am away at college on askiing scholarship in Gunnison Colorado, | return to Alaska for the summer to
work and train for skiing. Rollersking is a big part of my cummer training, and if 1was not able to
rollersking it would make it hard for me and many other skiers to return to Alaska for training. Also this
would affect UAA's and UAF's ski teams, many high schools, and many club teams. Alaska has prouded
its self on having a great team at Junior team at theJuniorr Olympics. All over the nation people know that
Alaska has the skiers to beat, the Two times I traveled to theJuniorr Olympics as part of thAlaskaka team,
wdominaceded thcompositionon. Puttingng 3 to 7 people in the top team, wining many of the age class
relays, and having many of our athletes namedJuniorr Olympic champions. As a team we won the team

title by 500 points or more.

University Alaska Anchorage is doing really well on the college NCAAcircuitt right now in 2004. Sara
Handson won her first westemdivisionncollegiatet title at the the Utah races. She usesroller sk'ingg as

summer training.

Katie Ronse of the Alaska Winter Stars and the Service High school ski team, was named to the world
Junior team of US skiers to go over to Europe and compitcompete; | trained with her over last summer and
she was an avide avidrroller skier; She used roller skiing to get in shape, and she has gotten to were she is

by using summer training, mostly roller skiing.

Alaska has made a name in the US and the world through the skiers that have come out of Alaska.
Many if not all skiers use roller skiing as summer training. It is the most accuaccuratem of simulating

skiing when a skier can’t get on snow.

People use the roads for training with bikes, on foot, and rollroller skiessp; If we alowallowlersking to
be band were will it stop. Who is to say that bikes won't be band, or you will get a ticket for ninning on a
road that has been part of your traing for years. Alaska is know for its skiers, why short them on all
opportunities to get as far as they can. Itis like asking a person to work with a handicap that is not natural,

one that has been put on them by someone.

I want to know why this is even an issue right now. PeopPeoplee been roller skiing in Alaska for many
years, who wants to get rid of roller skiing, people who don’t understand the sport of skiing. 1 feel that 1
try to be fair when | pass jujudgmentr | keep an open mind. | think that people should also when it comes

to the issue of roller skiing.

i of 2 2/18/2004 9:36 AM


mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
mailto:Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:xc_ski_frog@yahoo.com
mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu

FW: rollerskiing

I am sstronglyin favor of keeping roller skiing legal in Alaska, as both a citizen and an athlete.

I can be reached at 970-943-2760 orxc ski frou@vahoo.com and CPO Box 5477 Gunnison, Co 81231

Do you Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Finance: Get vour refund fast by filinu online
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FW: In Support of Roller-Skiing

Subject: FW : In Support of Roller-Skiing
pate: Wed, 18 Feb 2004 09:15:46 -0900
From : "bill mcdonnell” <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@ legis.state.ak.us>

Original Message—
From: Wayne Watson [mailto:watson@ xyz.net]
Sent: Wednesday, February 18, 2004 7:27 AM
To: Bill Mcdonnell
Subject: In Support of Roller-Skiing

To Whom it May Concern,

| have been involved with Cross-country skiing in Alaska for 25 years and President of the Kachemak Nordic Ski
Club in the Homer area for the past ten years. | am the current President of KNSC. KNSC has a membership of
about 250 members and grooms and manages about 50 kilometers of trails in the Homer area. | am an avid
cross-country skier and off-season roller-skier. My wife and | are the proud parents of a 3 time Junior Olympian who
also skied in college at the University of Nevada. Off-season roller-skiing was a key element in his training program
as a Junior and in college. We also enjoy roller-skiing but are very limited in places we can legally participate in the
sport. We strongly be' 'e Nordic skiing is a very healthy, lifelong sport and roller-skiing is part of that pasttime. To
that end I'd like to go on record in support of State Senator Ralph Seekins of Fairbanks introduction of a bill to the
legislature that will specifically amend the existing statutes to make roller-skiing legal in the state of Alaska.

Sincerely,

Wayne Watson

President-Kachemak Nordic Ski Club
PO Box 884

Homer. AK 99603

| ofl 2/18/2004 9:35 AM
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Thank you for your support of Skiers of Alaska

Subject: Thank you for your supportof Skiers of Alaska

pate: Thu, 19 Feb 2004 15:02:47 -0900
From: '"Kent Kams'" <kkarns@ hswarehouse.com>
To: <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@ legis.state.ak.us>

Senator Seekins,

Thanks for
a bill that allows for safe use of the roads for serious skiers,

introducing the bill allowing roller skiing. You have drafted

including high school and college athletes from Alaska that continue on

the road to national, international and Olympic ski competitions.
Please keep up the good work in Juneau.

Yours,

R. Kent Karns

H&S Warehouse, Inc.
Treasurer
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Roller skiing

Subject: Roller skiing
pate: Thu, 19 Feb 2004 09:07:04 -0800 (PST)
From : Don Pendergrast <don_pendergrast@yahoo.com>
To: Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us

Dear Senator Seekins,

Thank you for introducing legislation legalizing roller skiing

in Alaska. We have a strong skiing community, UAF and UAA are
national powers. Alaska has Olympians and Jr. Olympians in
abundance. We consistently send cross skiers to national and

international competitions.

It's hard to imagine not having enough snow in Alaska, but world
class athletes need to train year round and roller skies allows

this to happen.
Thank you again,

Don Pendergrast
1358 Spring Glade Rd
Fairbanks, AK 99709

Do you Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Mail SpamGuard - Read only the mail you want.

http://lantispam .yahoo.com/tools


mailto:don_pendergrast@yahoo.com
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us
http://antispam.yahoo.com/tools

FW: Legislation letter

| of2

Subject: FW : Legislation letter
pate: Fri, 20 Feb 2004 09:30:18 -0900
From : "bill mcdonnell™ <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: ""Brian E. Hove'"' <Brian_Hove@ Legis,state.ak.us>

Original Message----—--—--
From: Sigrid Aas [mailto:sigrid-a@online.no]
Sent: Friday, February 20, 2004 1:13 AM
To: Bill.McDonnell@uaf.edu
Subject: Legislation letter

Here is the letter for the rollerskiing proposition. Feel free to

correct any
spellings or errors in it. | didn't know who to adress it for either, or

what
to put on the heading.

To Whom it Might Concern

Rollerskiing Legislation

Fairbanks is a town rilled with cross country skiers. The two high

schools in
town have cross country ski teams and UAF has a nordic skiing program.

In
addition to that, The Nordic Ski Club of Fairbanks has numerous members

and

they offer activities to children and people of all ages and abilities.
In the summer time, nordic skiers with ambitions have to train well in
order

to become better at skiing. Rollerskiing plays a great part in this, and
it is

basically a way to nordic ski on wheels.

This fall rollerskiing became a hot issue in Fairbanks after me and some

UAF
skiers got transported by the Troopers after one of our rollerski

practises. |
can understand that drivers sometimes get anxious and angry after they

encounter rollerskiers on the road. Sometimes the road just isn't wide

enough

to safely pass in turns and curves. With a little cooperation between
the

rollerskier and the driver, however, it should be perfectly safe to pass
in

most cases. This is where the problem starts. Sometimes rollerskiers are

not

being considerative enough of cars coming, and sometimes car drivers are

not

being considerate enough on behalf of the rollerskiers. However, as far

as |

know (judging by my own experiences and by training with the UAF team)
rollerskiers largely do their best to awoid dangerous situations and
conflicts. After all, it is most likely the rollerskier, and not the car

driver who would be left with broken bones after a potential accident.

Believe
me, | do my uttermost to avoid that from ever happening, and | think

that goes
for other rollerskiers as well.

2/20/2004 9:49 AM
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FW: Legislation letter

20f2

Nordic skiers also bike a lot for training in the summer and fall.

During many
of my bike rides, | have been harrassed by car drivers in the same

fashion as
while rollerskiing, while safely keeping within the white line on the

road
shoulder. Now, many drivers apparently think that biking is also

dangerous on
the roads. Should we forbid biking as well? | think that many drivers

are
starting to believe that the roads should be a domaine for cars only, so

that
it is more permissible to drive faster, more recklessly, and without

having to
v/iorry about hitting a rollerskier, biker or, even, a walking person. |Is

this
right? Should everybody adjust their exercising and commuting habits so

that
drivers can drive without taking any considerations?

After the insident where UAF skiers were transported with Troopers from

Pearl
Creek, one of the troopers talked about how the rollerskiing on that

road was

going to kill someone one day since people were speeding and drunk
driving
therel!! | think that is a fundamentally wrong way of looking at it,

since that
actually excuses the fact that people are drunk driving and speeding on

that
road. I|f the troopers already knew that, perhaps they should focus more

on
catching those drunk drivers and speeding cars instead of jumping in

front of
a rollerskier coming down a hill during a workout. (That insident

represent
the only accident we had on the UAF team so far, and ironically it was

only
because the Trooper was trying to "prevent"” an accident).

All in all, | think that to forbid rollerskiers on the road will be the
beginning of somthing that in the long run will make for more dangerous
roads

and more reckless driving. More resources should be delegated to the

real
problems as far as ro .u safety, such as drunk driving and speed control.

Sincerely,
Signd Aas
UAF Ski Team



roller skiing
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Subject: rollerskiing
Date: Mon, 23 Feb 2004 07:25:29 -0900

From : "Faryniarz, Kathy" <KFarynia@provak.org>
To: "'Senator_Ralph_Seekins@]legis.state.ak.us'"" <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@ legis.state.ak.us>

Please support roller skiing on alaska's roads It is critical for training
esp those athletes that represent us nationally and internationally Thanks

Kathy Faryriiarz

This message is intended for the sole use of the individual to whom it s
addressed and may contain information that is privileged, confidential and
exempt from disclosure under applicable law. If you are not the addressee
you are hereby notified that you may not use, copy, disclose, or distribute
to anyone the message or any information contained in the message. |f you
have received this message in error, please immediately advise the sender by

reply email and delete this message.

2/23/2004 9:25 AM
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Steve & Karen Clautice
1465 Hans Way
Fairbanks, AK 99708
February 23, 2004

Dear Legislators,

We are writing in support of SB 327.

Alaska is home to past, present and future Olympic cross country skiers. UAF ski team
took home medals from the NCAA national competition last year. Alaska High School
skiers medalled last spring in the US Junior Olympics in Fairbanks and placed first with
their relay team. To reach this level, incredible commitment and physical effort is
required to put in more than 600 hours of structured workouts a year. Roller skiing (on
long, rolling, and smooth roads) is an essential part of their workout schedule.

SB 327 would allow our athletes to complete their necessary training while aJdressing
safety concerns. It would help maintain Alaska’s prominence in asport that is uniquely
suited to our environment and offers so much to the State.

We urge your support of SB 327.

Sincerely,

Karen & Steve Clautice



FW: rollerskiing

Subject: FW : rollerskiing
pate: Tue, 24 Feb 2004 07:38:49 -0900
From : 'Dbill mcdonnell” <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: "'Brian E. Hove'"" <Brian_Hove@ Legis.state.ak.us>

Original Message.......
From: The Gunkel Family [mailto:mfgun@ gci.net]
Sent: Tuesday, February 24, 2004 6:39 AM
To: bill.mcdonnell@ uaf.edu
Subject: rollerskiing

Hello,

I would like to show my support for rollerskiing in Anchorage, or for that matter in Alaska. It is an important way to

train in the summer months. Thanks for your attention to this matter. Michele Gunkel
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Subject: SB 327
pate: Tue, 24 Feb 2004 09:24:30 -0900
From: "Jon Quinn-Hurst™ <jghurst@alaskapacific.edu>
To: <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Senator Seekins,
Thank You for submitting the legislation regarding legalizing roller skiing in Alaska, SB 327.

The development of top level cross country ski athletes depends on quality dry land training, which
includes many hours of roller skiing during the spring, summer and fall. The ongoing development of
Olympic caliber athletes is a primary goal of the APU Nordic Ski Center, and it is essential that athletes be
able to legally train on the shoulders of the public roads in Alaska.

Alaska has a long and proud history of supporting and producing top level cross country ski athletes, all of
whom have depended upon the ability to roller ski in the non-winter months. In the 2002 Olympics, 25%
of the U.S. Nordic Olympic team trained in the APUNSC program in Anchorage, all having benefited from
the ability to roller ski in the off season. Additionally, three other top Alaska skiers represented the U.S.
on fhe Nordic teams. Top level college athletes at UAF, UAA, and APU rely on the ability to dry land
train by roller skiing. It is done with safety in mind. Risk management is always a priority. Our program
insists that the athletes follow the simple rules of the road, the same as bicyclists, and that they wear safety

gear, especially helmets.

Your support in passing this legislation will help to assure that the legacy of the development of Olympic
athletes can continue in Alaska, legally.

Sincerely,

Jon Quinn-Hurst

8242 Parkridge Circle
Anchorage, AK 99507
h. 907-5612-5444

APU Nordic Ski Center

907-564-8328
«Jon Quinn-Hurst (E-mail).vcf»

Jon Quinn-Hurst (E-mail) <jghurst@ala.skapacific.edu>

2/27/2004 251 PM
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SB327

Subject: SB327
pate: Wed, 25 Feb 2004 00:06:16 -0000
From : Nugent Nicholas J DPW FWA ENG <nickolas.nugent@us.army.mil>
To: Senator_Ralph_Seekins@ legis.state.ak.us
CC: bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu

Dear Sen. Seekins;

I wish to thank you for your efforts in the introduction of this

legislation. Though | may never have need to roller ski it is of inestimable
value to those pursuing a goal of being a world class competitor. As more is
published on the value of this type of off season training the interest will

continue to grow. As a summer bicyclist | have seen first hand that not all
of our bike trails are able to function as roller ski trails. | also do not
mind sharing the road with non motorized traffic. | am looking forward to

the advance of this legislation. Again thanks for your efforts to support
our local skiers and their endeavors.

Nickolas Nugent
Fairbanks AK
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SB 327 hearing on Thursday February 25

Subject: SB 327 hearing on Thursday February 25

pate: Wed, 25 Feb 2004 12:03:26 -0900
From: "Jim Mery" <MERYJ@doyon.com>
To: <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>

Senator Seekins:

Recentiy | sent you a letter in support of SB 327 on behalf the Nordic Ski Club of Fairbanks. The purpose of this
note is to let you know that many in support of SB 327 will not be able to attend the hearing tomorrow, including

myself, due to a conflict with a major ski competition at the same time.

Tomorrow afternoon is the start of the three day Alaska State High School Ski Championships. The Nordic Ski Club
of Fairbanks, the Fairbanks North Star Borough and School District are putting on these races at the Birch Hill here
in Fairbanks. About 200 student athletes, plus their coaches and many parents will be at the races. Several dozen
of our 900 strong ski club members will also be helping. Undoubtedly, there is strong support for SB 327 within this

one group of skiers.
Thanks again for your support.
Jim Mery

President

Nordic Ski Club of Fairbanks

| ofl 2/27/2004 3.06 PM
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FW: Loner of support for SB 327

Subject: FW : Letter of support for SB 327

pate: Wed, 25 Feb 2004 08:19:05 -0900
From : "'bill mcdonnell™ <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
To: "Brian E. Hove™" <Brian_Hove@ Legis.state.ak.us>

— Original Message—
From diana evans [mailto:e2solutions@ gci.net]
T_ent: Tuesday, February 24, 2004 10:55 PM
0. bill.mcdonnell@ uaf.edu
Subject: Letter of support for SB 327

Dear Legislators,

| strongly support the adoption of SB327. Alaska has a great history of producing cross-country ski athletes from
high school competitors to Olympic athletes. Roller-skiing is a necessary training €;lement and since we in Alaska do
not have dedicated off-road roller-skiing training facilities like European countries, it is necessary to use other paved
surfaces such as roads. | have often rollerskied on roads safely, and hope that cross-country ski community can
continue to do so with the passage of SB 327. We should encourage physical activity in every form possible, for the
health and well-being of our citizens.

907-301-5927

Diana J. Evans PE <e2solutions@izci.nct>

President
e2 Solutions, Inc
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SB 327 Testimony

Subject: SB 327 Testimony

pate: Sat, 28 Feb 2004 17:31:19 -0900
From: "Bruce Miller'" <MILLERB@doyon.com>
To: <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@ legis.state.ak.us>

Senator Seekins,

Due to an unfortunate mixup regarding the timing of the open discussion of SB327, |
was not able to attend. | had been asked by B ill McDonell, head coach of the
University of Alaska, Fairbanks ski team to present written testimony on his behalf.
Please find his testimony attached to this e-mail. Addtionally, | would like to point
out some facts that may have not been brought to your attention:

1: Ten Alaskans were chosen to compete in the2002 Salt Lake Olympic Games, Eight who
were in Nordic Skiing (including Fairbanks' own Aelin Peterson) or Biathlon.
Rollerskiing factors heavily in their training.

2: A perfect acknowledgement to Alaska's prowess as a producer of exceptional nordic
talent is the name of the team title given to the highest scoring team at the United
States Ski Association Junior Nationals: the Alaska Cup. This is due to the
dominating presence Alaska has had in the national arena. Alaska is by far the
winningest region in the Cup's history, winning 13 of the last 15 years.

3: Alaska's reputation for fine skiing conditions and warm hospitality have enabled
the state to host Junior, Senior and Master Nationals several times in recent
history. These events bring a tremendous number of people to the State and provide a
significant winter season boom to the local economy.

4: Due to our early snowfall relative to the rest of the U.S., we are a mecca for
national teams from several countries as well as factory teams to come and conduct
early season training before major national and international competitions. This
again provides an economic boost to local economies as well as providing an unmatched
stimulus for local youth whom have access to these national/international skiers
that they read about in headlines and watch on television.

Senator Seekins, the ability for our skiers to be able to maintain their
cardiovascular and technique base through rollerskiing is paramount to maintaining
the successes | have mentioned above. The roads are already open to bicyclists. All
we ask is that the same consideration be given to a group of people that have brought
honor and integrity as well as significant offseason dollars to the State of Alaska.

Sincerely,

Bruce Miller

Member of Nordic Ski Club of Fairbanks

Member of Nordic Ski Association of Anchorage

Former member of Lathrop High School Ski Team

Former member of the University of Alaska, Fairbanks Ski Team
3 time member of the Alaska Junior National Ski Team

7 year Coach of Fairbanks Junior Nordics

Original Message--—--——--
From: Jim Mery
Sent: Wed 2/25/2004 11:44 AM
To: Bruce Miller
Cc:
Subject: FW: Testimony

Bruce, Here is the testimony you need to read into the record on BillafT's

behalf.
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James Mery

Senior Vice President
Lands and Natural Resources
Doyon, Limited

Fairbanks, Alaska
907-459-2039

907-459-2062 fax

meryj@doyon.com

Original Message--—--—-
From: bill mcdonnell [m ailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu]

Sent: Wednesdav, February 25, 2004 11:39 AM

To: Jim Mery
Subject: Testimony

Hi Jim,

Attached is a short statement with regards to my thoughts on
roller-skiing. | kept the comments brief; as | am sure that there will be nany
looking to make comment. If the opportunity presents itself and you bel'eve it will
be beneficial to the cause, please have my comments with regards to this issue

entered as testimony during the hearing.
Thanks,

Bill

Name: Hearing Testimony.doc
Type: WINWORD File (application/msword)
Hearing Testimonv.doc Encoding: base64
Description: Hearing Testimony.doc
Download Status: Not downloaded with message
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Honor?ble Senators,

As today’s’ important hearing proceeds, | am on my way to Michigan with ten of
Alaska’s finest student-athletes. Employed as the Head Ski Coach for the University of
Alaska-Fairbanks, | have been fortunate to be a member of the Alaskan ski community
for the past five years. During that time | have had the distinct pleasure of being
involved with nearly forty different student-athletes. Some of these athletes have
represented Alaska in the highest levels of collegiate competition at the NCAA
Championships, internationally in the World Junior Championships and World Under-23
Championships, and most recently on the World Cup. All have represented the
University and the State of Alaska with distinction.

I can without a doubt say that the achievements of these athletes have been made
possible in large part due to the ability of these athletes to make roller-skiing a significant
part of their off-season training. No other training activity simulates skiing as
realistically and specifically as roller-skiing. Taking away a cross-country athletes’
training tool of rollerskiing by banning the activity, or forcing those that desire to
rollerski onto bike paths in ill-repair, insures that the State of Alaska would be doing their

utmost to handicap the ability of our athletes to continue to represent our State with
distinction.

As a skier, a member of the Alaskan ski community, and a citizen of this great
state, | ask you to support the continuation of Alaska’s tremendous skiing achievements
and pass Senate Bill 327.

Thank you,

Bill McDonnell
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CLASSICAL: Aas, Kaempf beatthe heatto dominate; UAA finishes 6th.

By MATT NEVALA
Anchorage Daily News
(Published: March 14, 2004)

Temperatures hovered above 50 degrees Saturday as skiers in the
women's classical race at the NCAA Championships trucked their
way along the 15-kilometer course in Truckee, Calif. The heat
made the intake of fluids a huge priority.

"We gave them several feeds, like four or five," UAA coach Greg

Cress said by telephone. "We had to keep them hydrated." UAA coach Trond Flagstad hugs

UAA skier Brent Knight after
Saturday's 20-K classic race. Knight
finished in 16th place. (Photo by

UAF senior Sigrid Aas, of Norway, and UAA sophomore Mandy Emma GarrarﬂéA;Chorage Daily
W

Kaempf, of Germany, finished 1-2 for the second time in two races
at the championships. And four others -- Zach Violett, Eric Strabel

and Sarah Hansen of UAA and Fairbanks' Jesse Carlstrom of the )

University of Nevada -- joined Aas and Kaempf as All-Americans Click on photo to enlarge

on the final day of the championships.

And it worked. Alaska skiers drank well and raced even better.

Aas claimed the Nanooks' second individual championship two days after she earned the first one.
She edged Kaempfdown the stretch to win the classical title in 53 minutes, 4 seconds.

Kaempf finished in 53:12. In two seasons, she has been the national runner-up in three races.

"I'm a little disappointed because we were skiing together into the stadium,”" Kaempf said of
Saturday's battle with Aas. "She pulled away from me right at the end."”

Kaempf said the weather conditions didn't help anyone.

"It was really hot, and the snow was really wet," she said. "But the good thing is everyone has to go

through it. You just have to be really hard on yourself."

Aas and Kaempfweren't Alaska's lone All-Americans (top-10 finishers). Hansen, ajunior from
W asilla, finished ninth in the women's race (53:46).

Violett (53:22) came in fourth in the men's 20-K, Carlstrom (53:40) of Fairbanks finished eighth and
Strabel (563:47) was ninth. Utah's Henning Dybendai won in 53:11.

It was a big week for Violett, who placed seventh in Thursday's 10-K freestyle race. His Saturday
finish might have been even better if not for a mishap midway through the race.

"Zach was tripped up and fell about seven or eight kilometers in," Cress said. "He tangled up with a
guy and fell from fourth to 13th. But he fought back and had just an incredible race."

3/14/2004 3:02 PM
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UAA, which qualified 10 skiers (six nordic and four alpine) for the championships, extended its string
of top-10 team finishes to 20 straight. Competing against schools with 11 or the maximum 12 skiers
in the field, the Seawolves finished sixth with 504 points. It was UAA's best finish since a second

straight fifth-place performance in 1998.

"Our big goal was to finish in the top five, and we know it would be more of a realistic goal if we
could qualify a full team," Cress said. "But we're pretty thrilled."

New Mexico won the national championship with 623 points. UAF finished 10th with 219 points.

Daily News reporter Matt Nevala can be reached at mnevala@ adn.com or 257-4335.

NCAA Ski Championships
At Truckee, Calif.

Final Team Standings

1) New Mexico 623; 2) Utah 581; 3) Denver 568; 4) Colorado 564; 5) Vermont 533.5; 6) UAA 504;
7) Middlebury 495.5; 8) Dartmouth 391; 9) Nevada 383; 10) UAF 219; 11) Colby 210.5; 12)
Northern Michigan 198.5; 13) Williams 178; 14) New Hampshire 149; 15) Montana State 127; 16)
Western State 110; 17) Boise State 67; 18) Whitman 62; 19) Harvard 40; 20) Bates 27; 21)

Michigan Tech 11; 22) Wisconsin-Green Bay 1.
Saturday's Nordic classical races
Women

15 kilometers

1) Sigrid Aas, UAF, 53:04; 2) Mandy Kaempf, UAA, 53:12; 3) Trine Lundamo, New Mexico, 53:21.
Other Alaska finishers — 8) Sarah Hansen, UAA, 53:46; 15) Tara Hamilton, Denver, 54:45; 16)
Nicole Deyong, UAA, 54:46; 23) Emma Garrard, Nevada, 55:43; 28) Johanna Turunen, UAF, 55:28;
32) Chrissy May, Dartmouth, 56:49; 34) Sigrid Lagerfelt, UAF, 57:11.

Men

20 kilometers

1) Henning Dybendal, Utah, 53:11; 2) Tor Erik Schjellerud, Colorado, 53:16; 3) Geir-endre Rogn,
New Mexico, 53:21. Other Alaska finishers -- 8) Jesse Carlstrom, Nevada, 53:40; 9) Eric Strabel,
UAA, 53:47; 16) Brent Knight, UAA, 54:44; 18) Erik Wickstrom, UAF, 55:25; 32) Jonas Tetlie, UAF,
59:12; 37) Anders Haugen, Williams, 1:03:01.
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