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A l a s k a  S t a t e  S e n a t e

Session :
State Capitol
Juneau, A laska 9 98 01 -1 182  
(9 0 7 ) 4 6 5 -2 3 2 7  
(907 ) 465 -5241  Fax

Interim:
1 19  N. Cushman, Suite 201 

Fairbanks, A laska 99701 
(9 0 7 )4 5 6 -8 1 6 1  

Sena to r_Ra lph_Seek ins@ leg !s .sta te .ak .us

Senator Ralph Seekins
District D

MEMORANDUM

Date: March 23, 2004
To: Office of Representative Holm xy
From: Senator Ralph Seekins
Re: Request for Hearing of SB 327

Attached please find Senate Bill 327 along with a concomitant sponsor statement and other 
related information.

Senate Bill 327 allows the use o f  rollerskis on the same roadway surfaces as that which bicyclists 
are allowed to use.

I respectfully request a hearing before your committee on this Bill at your earliest convenience. 
Thank you.
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S e n a te  B i l l  3 2 7  S p o n s o r S ta te m e n t
“ A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  p e d e s t r i a n s  u s i n g  r o l l e r b l a d e s ,  r o l l e r  s k a t e s ,  a n d  s i m i l a r  d e v i c e s . ”

For many years roller-slciers’ legal use o f  public roadways was, more or less, taken for granted. 
This assumption was successfully challenged in the Fairbanks area last fall. Senate Bill 327 
seeks to remedy this situation by specifically allowing the use o f  particular wheeled devices on 
those public roadways also available to bicyclists. It also recommends a set o f  safety standards 
for the use o f  these devices.

Alaska is home to some o f  the best international, national, collegiate, and junior cross-country 
skiers on the planet. In fact, seven o f  the ten Alaskans competing in the 2002 Winter Olympics in 
Salt Lake City were cross-country skiers. Imagine that. Seven Olympic cross-country skiers from 
such a small state as ours! This speaks volumes not only about our skiers’ work ethic but also 
their training opportunities.

The natural preference o f  many o f  these world-class athletes would, no doubt, have Alaska 
covered in snow year-round. Since ‘his is not a reasonable near-term possibility, the use o f  
wheeled skis to imitate snow skiing has grown to become an effective training tool for use during 
non-winter months. What’s more, Alaska is becoming well known nationally and internationally 
as a favored summer-time training site.

For these reasons, it is the intent o f  the proposed legislation to accommodate this seasonal use o f  
some o f  our roadways. In fact, other northern locales —  such as Norway, Sweden and Canada —  
have, for many years, supported the efforts o f  their cross-country athletes with similar 
provisions. Furthermore, the proposed legislation borrows heavily from Cross Country Canada’s 
policy respecting the use o f  roller-skis on public roads.

Senate Bill 327 seeks to accommodate this important training activity by utilizing safe and 
reasonable methods for sharing roadway surfaces with motorized vehicles. It has garnered a 
groundswell o f  support throughout the cross-country community ranging from Alaska’s Interior 
region to Southcentral to the Kenai Peninsula.

The 2006 Winter Olympic games are just around the comer. Would it be too much to expect 
seven (or more) o f  our cross-country skiers to make the trip to Torino, Italy? O f course not! In 
fact, a little courtesy and common sense combined with a small statutory revision can help make 
it happen.

2/23/04
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SB 327 will amended AS 28.05.011(a) to require that the Commissioner of Public Safety develop 
regulations allowing pedestrians using wheelec adjuncts, such as rollerblades, roller skates, and rollerskis, 
to use roadways and vehicular ways or areas available for use by bicycles. These regulations must include 
requirements that these pedestrians obey traffic laws, limit activities to daylight hours, wear an appropriate 
helmet and bright clothing, proceed in single Hie except when passing, complete all passing maneuvers 
expeditiously, not use any electronic devices that can inhibit hearing, and stay to the far right and restrict 
movement when passing by a motor vehicle.
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regulation project can be handled using existing resources.
P re p a re d  by: 
D iv ision
A pp ro ved  by: 
A gency

Lt. A l S to re y P h o n e  2 6 9 -4 5 3 2
A la sk a  S ta te  T ro op e rs D a te /T im e 2 /2 5 /0 4  1 0 :5 0  AM
C om m is s io n e r W illiam  T an d e sk e D a te  2 /2 5 /2 0 0 4
D e p a rtm e n t o f P ub lic  S afe ty

(Revised 12/2003 OMB) P a g e  1 o f  1



Page 1 of 3

F a i r b a n k s  D a i l y  N e w s - M i n e r

R o l l e r s k i e r s  t i c k e t e d
B y  TIM  M OW RY 
S ta f f  W rite r

I
S a t u r d a y ,  O c t o b e r  0 4 , 2 0 0 3  - L ife  fo r  F a irb a n k s  ro lle rs k ie rs  to o k  a  s h a rp  U -tu rn  la s t  w e e k en d  w hen  A la s k a  S ta te  T ro o p e rs  
is s u e d  a  ticket to a  r o lle rs k ie r  fo r  ob s tru c ting  tra ffic  o n e  d a y  an d  th en  o rd e re d  the  U n ive rs ity  o f  A la sk a  F a irb a n k s  c r o s s ­
co u n try  sk i te am  to ha lt its w o rk o u t o n  the  ro a d  the next.

W h ile  t ro o p e rs  s a y  the  tw o in c id en ts a re  n o t re la te d , th ey  h a v e  o p e n e d  a  c a n  o f  ice w o rm s  in F a irb a n k s , a b ig -tim e N o rd ic  sk i 
tow n w h e re  ro l le r s k ie rs  o n  ro a d s  a re  a s  c om m on  a s  b ic y c le s  in S e p te m b e r  a n d  O c to b e r  b e fo re  the  sn ow  f lie s .

" P e o p le  a re  ro lle rsk iin g  o n  ro a d s  a ll o v e r  the  cou n try  a n d  I've n e v e r  h e a rd  o f  an y th ing  like th is ," sa id  UA F  sk i c o a c h  Bill 
M cD on n e ll, w h o  c a m e  to F a irb a n k s  from  V e rm on t five  y e a rs  a g o . "It's k ind  o f  d isc o n ce rtin g , e sp e c ia lly  w hen  F a irb a n k s  is 
su c h  a  sk iing  c om m u n ity ."

It m a rk e d  the  firs t t im e  a n y o n e  c an  re m e m b e r  a ro lle rs k ie r  getting  a  ticket.

"In  the  1 9  y e a rs  I've b e e n  ro lle rsk iin g  in F a irb a n k s  I've b e en  p a s s e d  n u m e ro u s  tim es by t ro o p e rs  o r  F a irb a n k s  p o lic e  an d  not 
o n c e  h a v e  I b e e n  s to p p e d ,"  sa id  K e n  L e a ry , a  4 5 -y e a r - o ld  e le m e n ta ry  s c h o o l te a c h e r  w ho  t ro o p e rs  ticke ted  o n  S a tu rd a y .

T ro o p e r s  a lle g e  th a t L e a ry , w ho  w a s  ro lle rsk iin g  a lo n g  C h e n a  R id g e  R o a d  w ith M ike K ram e r , sw ung  h is sk i p o le  a t a  p a s s in g  
c a r . T h a t c a r  ju s t  h a p p e n e d  to b e  d riv en  by C ap t. G re g  T a n n e r , d e ta c h m en t c o m m a n d e r fo r A la sk a  S ta te  T ro o p e r s  in 
F a irb a n k s , w h o  w a s  o f f d u ty  a t the  tim e.

L e a ry  c la im s  T a n n e r  c a m e  c lo s e  to hitting him  an d  the two e x c h a n g e d  h e a te d  w o rd s  w hen  T a n n e r p u lle d  o v e r  a fte r  p a ss in g  
the  tw o sk ie rs .

W h ile  T a n n e r  c la im s  he  iden tified  h im se lf a s  a  t ro o p e r  an d  a s k e d  th e  two s k ie rs  to s to p  w hen  they  w en t by , L e a ry  and  
K ra m e r  s a y  th ey  d id  n o t h e a r  T a n n e r  d o  s o  and  fig u red  h e  w a s  ju s t  a n  an g ry  m o to ris t ye llin g  at them .

A fte r the  c o n fro n ta t io n , T a n n e r  fo llow ed  the  two sk ie rs  fo r  m o re  th an  2 0  m in u te s  until an  on -d u ty  t ro o p e r , w h om  T a n n e r h ad  £
c a lle d , s h o w ed  up  o n  C r ip p le  C re e k  R o a d  to is su e  L e a ry  a  ticket. j’

O n  S u n d a y , th re e  t ro o p e r s  o rd e re d  11 m em b e rs  o f  the N a n o o k s  sk i te am  to r e m o v e  th e ir ro lle rs k is  du ring a  w o rk o u t on  
C r ip p le  C re e k  R o a d . T ro o p e r s  sa id  th ey  h ad  re c e iv e d  c om p la in ts  from  lo c a l re s id e n ts .

S e v e n  o f  th e  s k ie rs  w e re  g iv en  r id e s  b a c k  to a  s c h o o l v an  an d  fo u r  o th e rs  w e re  to ld  to  w a lk  b a ck  to th e  v eh ic le .

C r ip p le  C re e k  R o a d  is a b o u t  5  m ile s  sou th  o f  F a irb a n k s  an d  h a s  b e c o m e  a  h o t sp o t fo r  ro lle rs k ie rs  b e c a u s e  it is fre sh ly
p a v e d . T r o o p e r s  s a id  S u n d a y 's  inc iden t w a s  p rom p ted  by c a l ls  from  c o n c e rn e d  re s id en ts  in the  a re a , not a n y  kind o f  t!
c o n fro n ta t io n  from  th e  p re v io u s  d a y . £

"W h en  s o m e b o d y  c a l ls  a n d  s a y s  s o m e b o d y  is g o ing  to g e t k ille d , w e re s p o n d  to tha t," sa id  t ro o p e r  G a ry  T e lle p , o n e  o f  the L;
th re e  t ro o p e rs  w ho  s h o w e d  up S u n d a y . "T h e  id ea  is to p re v e n t p e o p le  from  getting hu rt." j:

In e s s e n c e , t ro o p e rs  a re  e n fo rc in g  a  law  th ey  sa id  h a s  b e e n  o n  the  b o o k s  fo r  y e a rs  bu t h a s  b e e n  ig n o red . A cco rd in g  to j:,
t ro o p e rs , ro lle rs k iin g  is i lle g a l o n  a  pub lic  ro a d . y

'T h e  s ta tu te  p re tty  c le a r ly  s a y s  y ou  can 't ro lle rs k i o n  th e  h ig hw ay ." s a id  T a n n e r . £

T h e  law  T a n n e r is re fe r r in g  to is A la s k a  A dm iin s tra tive  C o d e  A A C  0 2 .3 9 5  (e ) ,  w h ich  s a y s , "N o  p e rs o n  m a y  o p e ra te  a  $
un ic y c le , c o a s te r , r o l le r  s k a te s  o r  a  s im ila r d e v ic e  on  the  ro a d w a y ."

A  ro lle rs k i fa lls  in to th e  "s im ila r  d e v ic e "  c a te g o ry , T a n n e r  sa id .

http://www.news-miner.eom/cda/article/print/0,1674,11 3 % 7 E 7 2 4 4 % 7 E  1676677,00.html 10/6/2003

http://www.news-miner.eom/cda/article/print/0,1674,113%7E7244%7E
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T h a t ’s  n e w s  to sk iing  fo lk s  lik e  J o h n  E s t le , th e  fo rm e r  U A F  an d  U .S . S k i T e a m  c o a c h  w h o  h a s  liv ed  an d  c o a c h e d  in 
F a irb a n k s  fo r  th re e  d e c a d e s .

'T h is  is a  b ra n d  new  in te rp re ta tion  ( o f  th e  law ),"  E s t le  s a id . " P e o p le  h a v e  b e e n  ro lle rsk iin g  in F a irb a n k s  fo r  m o re  than  2 0  
y e a rs  w ithou t a  p ro b lem . I d o n ’ t u n d e rs ta n d  w hy  it’s  b e c o m e  su c h  a p ro b lem  a ll o f  a  su d d e n ."

T h e  p ro b lem , a s  T a n n e r  s aw  it o n  S a tu rd a y , w a s  a  s a fe ty  is su e .

"I w ou ld n 't h a v e  s to p p e d  at a ll o n  S a tu rd a y  if I didn't th ink th ey  w e re  c re a tin g  a  h a z a rd ,"  th e  t ro o p e r  sa id . "M y ac tio n  w a s  
b a s e d  o n  the  fa c t th a t I s a w  two m en  s id e -b y -s id e  in the  t ra v e l p o rt io n  o f  th e  ro a d w a y  in a  n o -p a s s in g  z o n e  an d  th e re  w a s  a 
c u rv e .”

H ad  L e a ry  a n d  K ra m e r s to p p e d  an d  ta lk ed  to T a n n e r , the  t ro o p e r  sa id  th e  s itu a tion  p ro b ab ly  w ou ld  h a v e  b e e n  re s o lv e d  
w ithou t a  ticket.

W h ile  t ro o p e r s  w on't n e c e s s a r i ly  b e  on  the  lo o k o u t  fo r  r o l le rs k ie rs , th e y  w ill re sp o n d  if th ey  re c e iv e  c om p la in ts  o r  s e e  
ro l le rs k ie rs  in th e  ro a d , T a n n e r  sa id .

"W e  don 't h a v e  a  sp e c ific  a g e n d a  to hunt ou t ro lle rs k ie rs  o n  the h ig hw ay  ... bu t if t ro o p e rs  c om e  a c ro s s  th a l o r  if c it izen s  c a ll, 
w e  w ill fo llo w  u p  an d  ta k e  a p p ro p r ia te  a c tio n ,"  T a n n e r  sa id . "A ny tim e w e  s e e  a n y o n e  op e ra t in g  o n  a  ro a d  in an  u n sa fe  
m a n n e r , w e 're  g o in g  to ta k e  e n fo rc em e n t ac tion ."

R o l le r s k ie r s  h a v e  b e e n  le ft a lo n e  fo r  the  la s t 2 0  y e a rs , T a n n e r  s a id , " b e c a u s e , g e n e ra l ly  p e o p le  h a v e  d o n e  it in a m a n n e r  that 
hasn 't d raw n  a t te n tio n .”

T a n n e r  h a d  s o m e  a d v ic e  fo r  ro lle rs k ie rs .

“ I w o u ld  s u g g e s t  th ey  u s e  b ike  p a th s  o r  g e t the  s ta tu te  c h a n g e d ."

A s fa r  a s  M cD on n e ll is c o n c e rn e d , the  w h o le  th ing is "kind o f  s i lly ."  U A F  s k ie rs  h a v e  b e e n  train ing o n  C rip p le  C re e k  R o a d  fo r  
the la s t  tw o y e a rs  an d  w h ile  M cD on n e ll adm itted  th e re  a re  a  few  m o to rh ts  w ho  a re  n o t ro lle rs k ie r- fr ie n d ly , m o s t  o f  the 
re s id e n ts  a re  su p p o rt iv e  an d  c o u r te o u s  o f  th e  te am 's  e ffo r ts .

W h ile  h e  a p p re c ia te d  tro o p e rs ' s a fe ty  c o n c e rn , M cD on n e ll sa id  h e  didn't a p p re c ia te  the  w a y  th ey  h an d le d  the  s ituation . 
M cD on n e ll d e s c rib e d  t ro o p e rs  a s  "d ow n righ t n a s ty "  w hen  th ey  c o n fro n te d  h is s k ie rs .

"W hen  h e  s to p p e d  the s k ie rs , h e  d idn ’t s a y  any th ing  ab ou t w hy th ey  w e re  b e ing  s to p p ed ,"  M cD on n e ll sa id  o f  T e lle p . "H e  w a s  
ju s t y e llin g  an d  o rd e r in g  th em  o f f  th e ir sk is .

'T h e y  cou ld n 't b e lie v e  it w a s  h ap p en in g ,"  h e  s a id  o f  th e  te am . " F o r  s o m e  o f  th em  it w a s  p re tty  traum a tic , b e ing  o rd e re d  into 
the  b a c k  o f  a p o lic e  c a r ."

A cco rd in g  to M cD on n e ll, T e lle p  a lle g e d ly  fo rc e d  o n e  sk ie r, B a rt  D e n g e l, o f f  th e  ro a d  by stand in g  in th e  m idd le  o f  th e  ro a d  and  
o rd e r in g  h im  to s to p . D e n g e l en d e d  up c ra sh in g  a n d  b ru is ing  h is fa c e  w h en  h e  w en t o f f  th e  ro ad .

"H e  w a s  to ld  to s to p  an d  he cou ldn 't s to p  a n d  he w en t o f f  th e  ro a d w a y ,"  s a id  T e llo p , o ffe r in g  h is v e rs io n  o f  th e  inciden t.

T e lle p  r e fe r re d  to r o lle rs k ie rs  a s  "g u id ed  m is s i le s "  and  w o n d e re d  w hy an  "institu tion  o f  h ig h e r le a rn in g " su ch  a s  U A F  w ou lo  
e n c o u ra g e  su c h  an  activ ity .

"I th ink it's a  little r id ic u lo u s ; w e 've  g o t s k ie rs  fly ing  dow n h ills  o n  ro lle r s k a te s  w hen  th ey  can 't s to p  a n d  th e y ’re  not w ea ring  
e lb ow  o r  k n e e  p a d s ,”  T e l le p  s a id . "It's like  te lling  s o m e b o d y  to g o  o u t  an d  p la y  fo o tb a ll w ithou t a  h e lm e t. W h a t h a p p e n s  if o n e  
o f  th e s e  k id s g e ts  hit b y  c a r , w ho 's  g o in g  to g e t s u e d ? "

W h ile  M cD o n n e ll a c k n ow le d g e s  that ro lle rsk iin g  is d a n g e ro u s , the risk  is o n e  a s s u m e d  s o le ly  b y  the  sk ie r , h e  sa id .

" If s o m e o n e  ro lle rs k is  in to the  s id e  o f  a  c a r , it's n o t g o ing  to b e  the  c a r  that's g o ing  to h a v e  a  p ro b lem ,"  h e  s a id . " If y o u  trea t a 
r o l le rs k ie r  lik e  a n o th e r  v e h ic le  a n d  w a it fo r  a n  o p p o rtu n ity  to p a s s , w h e re 's  th e  d a n g e r? "

http://www.news-miner.eom/cda/article/print/0,1674,113%7E7244%7E1676677,00.html 10/6/2003
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R o lle rs k iin g  is n o  d iffe ren t than  b icyc ling , a c c o rd in g  to th o s e  w h o  d o  it.

" S o m e t im e s  y ou  m ight ta k e  up a  little e x tra  ro om  but th e re 's  no th ing  d a n g e ro u s  o r  un law fu l a b o u t d o ing  tha t," K ra m e r  sa id . 
"C a rs  h a v e  to re sp e c t  that o th e r  p e o p le  a re  u s ing  the  ro a d ."

W ith  t ro o p e rs  tak ing a n ew , h a rd e r  s ta n c e  on  ro lle rsk iin g , M cD on n e ll s a id  h e  d oe sn 't kn ow  w ha t to  d o  at th is point.

"W e  w an t to b e  a b le  to ro lle rsk i and  w e w ou ld  like  to ro lle rs k i o n  C rip p le  C re e k  R o a d  b e c a u s e  it’s  the  b e s t sp o t,"  h e  s a id . 'W e  
d o n ’t w an t to c a u s e  a n y  p ro b lem s ."

F o r  n ow , the  U A F  ski te am  is trav e lin g  to N orth  P o le  to u s e  th e  b ike  p a th s  a t C h e n a  L a k e s  R e c re a t io n  A re a  to tra in .

'T o  fo r c e  u s  o n to  b ike  p a th s  that a re  s trew n  with g ra v e l s o  b ad  th a t y ou  c an  b a re ly  g o  fo rw a rd  on  th em , it's a n  e a s y  ou t fo r  
th em , bu t it le a v e s  u s n ow h e re ,"  sa id  M cD on n e ll.

M eanw h ile , K ram e r , a  lo c a l a tto rn e y , sa id  h e  is c on s id e rin g  filing a  law su it a g a in s t t ro o p e rs  o n  D e n g e l's  b e h a lf , in p a rt to g e t
t ro o p e r s  to e xp la in  the  su d d e n  c ra c kd ow n  on  ro lle rsk iin g .

"O n e  b en e fit o f  th a t w ou ld  b e  to h a v e  t ro o p e rs  exp la in  th e ir a c t io n s  ou t th e re ."  h e  sa id .

A s  f o r  L e a ry , h e  sa id  h e  p la n s  to figh t h is ticket an d  K ra m e r  will re p re s e n t  h im  in cou rt .

"I th ink th e  p o lic e  fo rc e  c ou ld  b e  d irec ted  to m o re  law  e n fo rc e m e n t  than  h a ra s s in g  ro lle rs k ie rs ,"  s a id  L e a ry .

S ta f f  w rite r T im  M ow ry c an  be  re a c h e d  a t 4 5 9 - 7 5 8 7  o r  tm ow rv @ n e w sm in e r .c o m  .
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1 3  A A C  0 2 . 3 9 5 .  R i d i n g  o n  b i c y c l e s  a n d  c e r t a i n  n o n m o t o r i z e d  c o n v e y a n c e s

( a )  R e p e a l e d  6 / 2 8 / 7 9 .

( b )  N o  p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a  b i c y c l e  u p o n  a  h i g h w a y  m a y  c a r r y  a  p e r s o n  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o p e r a t o r ,  u n l e s s  t h e  

b i c y c l e  i s  e q u i p p e d  w i t h  a  s e a r  f o r  t h e  p a s s e n g e r ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  a n  a d u l t  r i d e r  m a y  c a r r y  a  c h i l d  s e c u r e l y  

a t t a c h e d  t o  h i s  p e r s o n  i n  a  b a c k p a c k  o r  s l i n g .

( c )  N o  p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a  b i c y c l e  o r  o t h e r  n o n m o t o r i z e d  c o n v e y a n c e  m a y  a t t a c h ,  h o l d  o n  b y  h a n d  o r  

o t h e r w i s e  s e c u r e  t h e  b i c y c l e  o r  c o n v e y a n c e  o r  h i m s e l f  t o  a n o t h e r  v e h i c l e  s o  a s  t o  b e  t o w e d  o r  p u l l e d .

( d )  A  p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a  b i c y c l e  u p o n  a  h i g h w a y  s h a l l  m a i n t a i n  c o n t r o l  o f  t h e  b i c y c l e  a n d  s h a l l  a t  a l l  

t i m e s  k e e p  a t  l e a s t  o n e  h a n d  u p o n  t h e  h a n d l e b a r s  o f  t h e  b i c y c l e .

( e )  N o  p e r s o n  m a y  o p e r a t e  a  u n i c y c l e ,  c o a s t e r ,  r o l l e r  s k a t e s ,  o r  a  s i m i l a r  d e v i c e  o n  a  r o a d w a y .

( f )  T h i s  s e c t i o n  d o e s  n o t  a p p l y  u p o n  a  r o a d w a y  c l o s e d  t o  m o t o r i z e d  v e h i c l e  t r a f f i c .

H i s t o r y :  I n  e f f e c t  b e f o r e  7 / 2 8 / 5 9 ;  a m  1 2 / 1 5 / 6 1 ,  R e g i s t e r  3 ;  a i n  8 / 1 0 / 6 6 ,  R e g i s t e r  2 2 ;  a m  1 2 / 3 1 / 6 9 ,  

R e g i s t e r  3 1 ;  a m  6 / 2 8 / 7 9 ,  R e g i s t e r  7 0

A u t h o r i t y :  A S  2 8 . 0 5 . 0 1 1

1 3  A A C  0 2 . 4 0 0 .  R i d i n g  b i c y c l e s  o n  r o a d w a y s  a n d  b i c y c l e  p a t h s

( a )  A  p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a  b i c y c l e  u p o n  a  r o a d w a y  s h a l l  r i d e  a s  n e a r  t o  t h e  r i g h t  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o a d w a y  a s  

p r a c t i c a b l e ,  a n d  s h a l l  g i v e  w a y  t o  t h e  r i g h t  a s  f a r  a s  p r a c t i c a b l e  t o  a  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  p r o c e e d i n g  i n  t h e  

s a m e  d i r e c t i o n  w h e n  t h e  d r i v e r  o f  t h e  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  g i v e s  a u d i b l e  s i g n a l .

( b )  P e r s o n s  r i d i n g  b i c y c l e s  o n  a  r o a d w a y  m a y  n o t  r i d e  m o r e  t h a n  t w o  a b r e a s t  e x c e p t  o n  p a t h s  o r  p a r t s  o f  

r o a d w a y s  s e t  a s i d e  f o r  t h e  e x c l u s i v e  u s e  o f  b i c y c l e s .  P e r s o n s  r i d i n g  b i c y c l e s  t w o  a b r e a s t  m a y  n o t  i m p e d e  

t r a f f i c  a n d ,  i n  a  I a n e d  r o a d w a y ,  s h a l l  r i d e  w i t h i n  t h e  f a r t h e s t  r i g h t  l a n e .

( c )  W h e n  a  s h o u l d e r  o f  t h e  h i g h w a y  i s  m a i n t a i n e d  i n  g o o d  c o n d i t i o n ,  a n  o p e r a t o r  o f  a  b i c y c l e  s h a l l  u s e  

t h e  s h o u l d e r  o f  t h e  r o a d w a y .

( d )  A  p e r s o n  o p e r a t i n g  a  b i c y c l e  o n  a  t r a i l ,  p a t h ,  s i d e w a i k ,  o r  s i d e w a l k  a r e a  s h a l l

( 1 )  e x e r c i s e  c a r e  t o  a v o i d  c o l l i d i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  p e r s o n s  o r  v e h i c l e s ;

( 2 )  g i v e  a n  a u d i b l e  s i g n a l  b e f o r e  o v e r t a k i n g  a n d  p a s s i n g  a  p e d e s t r i a n ;  a n d

( 3 )  y i e l d  t h e  r i g h t - o f - w a y  t o  a n y  p e d e s t r i a n .

( e )  R e p e a l e d  6 / 2 8 / 7 9 .

( 0  A  p e r s o n  r i d i n g  a  b i c y c l e  i n t e n d i n g  t o  t u r n  l e f t  s h a l l ,  u n l e s s  h e  d i s m o u n t s  a n d  c r o s s e s  a s  a  p e d e s t r i a n ,

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/cgi-bin/folioisa.dll/aac/query=[jump!3A!2713+aac+02!2E395!... 1/28/2004
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Sent via fax: 907-465-5241

February 23, 2004

The Honorable Ralph Seekins 
Alaska State Senate 
State Capitol, Room 125 
Juneau, AK 99810-1182

SB 327 (rollerskiing)

Dear Senator Seekins:

The purpose o f  this letter is to thank you on behalf o f the Nordic Ski Club o f Fairbanks for 
introducing and supporting SB 327. Rollerskiing is important element o f ski training for the 
national and international caliber cross-country skiers that reside in Alaska. The UAF and UAA 
skiers compete at the highest levels nationally, and need this important tool that is available in 
other stales and just across the border in Canada. Roller skiing is a must for Olympian and 
Fairbanks resident Aelin Peterson if she wants to stay competitive and make the US Ski Team at 
the next Olympic Games. Over a dozen Fairbanks area high school and first year college age 
skiers will compete in early March at Arci;: Winter Games in Alberta, Canada and at Junior 
Olympics (U.S. junior national championships) in Lake Placid, New York. Most if not all o f  
these skiers use roller skis as a needed part o f their training, and some have their own Olympic 
dreams. Moreover, as you know, there is a large cross-country skiing community in our state 
and many Alaskans get healthy, ski specific exercise in summer on roller skis.

SB 327 is good legislation not just because it makes clear that roller skiers and other individuals ' 
using similar devices can use the same roadways as bicyclists. SB 327 also provides clear safety 
requirements for roller skiers which also will benefit motorists. The Nordic Ski Club o f  
Fairbanks pledges to work with the college and high school ski teams, ski training groups and the 
ski community at large to make them fully aware o f  the requirements o f this legislation, and any 
other relevant information on appropriate roller skiing safety and etiquette.

Thanks again for your support.

Sincerely Yours,

President



FW: in support of roller-skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  

D a t e :  Thu, 12 Feb 2004 16:58:22 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

I will be making a binder full of the hard copies of all the letters I receive. 

Bill

— Original Message—
From: quinley [ m ailto:quin ley@ alaska.net] 
Sent: Thursday, February 12, 2004 4 :39  PM 
To: bill.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu 
Subject: in support o f roller-skiing

February 12, 2004

To Whom It May Concern:

I am pleased Senator Seekins is proposing to amend the existing statutes to make roller-skiing legal in the state of Alaska.

As the mother of two lifelong cross-country skiers (ages 13 and 16), I know the importance of year-round training. I also know 
nothing comes closer to emulating cross-country skiing than roller-skiing.

Just as I have taught my children to be courteous and accommodating when using sidewalks, hiking trails, biking trails, and 
other public corridors, I have taught them to be respectful when roller-skiing on public roads. In addition, their coaches have 
taught them to roller-ski single file and to obey the same laws that apply to bicyclists using public roads. In fact, when one of 
their coaches noticed two athletes roller-skiing side-by-side. he stopped them, told them to take off their roller-skis, had them 
walk back to the van and made them wait out the practice. This is how seriously the cross-country ski community regards this 
form of training, and the lengths to which they will go to preserve it.

I believe the majority of roller-skiers are at least as courteous and law-abiding as the motorized users with whom they 
share the public roads. I am hopeful Mr. Seekins’ commonsense proposal meets with approval.

Sincerely,

Constance K Quinley 

1812 Bowdoin C ircle 

Anchorage, AK 99508 

(907) 563-8569

I of 2 2/17/2004 11.05 AM
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F W : in support o f  rollerskiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r o l l e r s k i i n g  

D a t e :  Fri, 13 Feb 2004 13:07:00 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnel!@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Kove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
From : S a l l y  J o h n s o n  [m a i l t o : s a l g a l p a l l l @ h o t m a i l ■com ]
S e n t :  F r i d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 3 ,  2 0 0 4  1 2 : 5 7  PM 
T o :  b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u  
S u b j e c t :  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r o l l e r s k i i n g

I  h a v e  c r o s s  c o u n t y  s k i i e d  i n  A l a s k a  f o r  m o st o f  my l i f e .  I  b e g a n  w i t h  
j u n i o r  n o r d i c  a n d  w e n t  on  t o  h i g h  s c h o o l  r a c i n g ,  r a c i n g  a t  j u n i o r  
n a t i o n a l s ,
a n d  now c o l l e g e  s k i  r’a c i n g .  A l a s k a  i s  a  w o n d e r f u l  p l a c e  t o  s k i ;  we 
h a v e
g r e a t  s k i  t r a i l s ,  a  s u p p o r t i v e  s k i  c o m m u n ity ,  and  f a i r l y  r e l i a b l e  snow .

T h e s e  f a c t o r s  a n d  o t h e r s  h a v e  a l l o w e d  A la s k a n : ;  t o  e x c e l  a t  n o r d i c  
s k i i n g ,
o u r  J u n i o r  te a m  h a s  won N a t i o n a l s  c o u n t l e s s  t i m e s  a n d  we h a v e  p r o d u c e d  
some
o f  t h e  n a t i o n ' s  b e s t  s k i i e r s .  We g e n e r a l l y  h a v e  g o o d  snow t h r o u g h  t h e  
w i n t e r  m o n th s ,  a l l o w i n g  A l a s k a n  s k i i e r s  q u a l i t y  t r a i n i n g ,  b u t  t h i s  i s  
n o t  so
i n  t h e  sum m er. T h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  my summer t r i a n i n g  i s  r o l l e r s k i i n g .  I f  
A l a s k a n  n o r d i c  s k i i e r s  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  r o l l e r s k i ,  t h e y  w o u ld  be  a t  a 
g r e a t
d i s a d v a n t a g e  t o  many o f  t h e i r  c o m p e t i t o r s  l i v i n g  e l s e w h e r e .  P l e a s e  
am end
t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t u t e s  an d  a l l o w  r o l l e r s k i i n g  t o  be l e g a l  i n  A l a s k a .

T h a n k s ,

S a l l y  J o h n s o n

1 3 3 4  B a n n i s t e r  D r .
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 0 8

MSN 8 h e l p s  e l i m i n a t e  e - m a i l  v i r u s e s .  G e t  2 m o nth s  FR E E *.  
h t t p : /  /  j o i n  .m s n . c o r n / ? p a g e = f e a t u r e s / v i r u s
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FW: In Support of Roller-skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I n  S u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r - s k i i n g  

D a t e :  Fri, 13 Feb 2004 08:15:46 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

— Original Message—
From: Nathan Wolfe [mailto:nate_the_great_skiier@hotmail.com] 
Sent: Thursday, February 12, 2004 5:37 PM 
To: bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu 
Subject: In Support of Roller-skiing

Hello,

I am Nathan Wolfe, a junior at East High School. I have skied pretty much all my life and love the 
sport. I train avidly, as do many o f  my friends. This training includes miming, biking, strength, and most 
importantly, roller-skiing. It is the closest way to mimic and perfect skiing technique and muscles without 
actually skiing on snow. Without roller-skiing the hard core trainers who would like to make skiing their 
life, or at least for their college career, and represent Alaska as we accomplish these dreams, loose a very 
important factor in getting there. Please consider what you are doing when you make roller-skiing illegal 
on public roads, and question if  it really is needed. The majority o f  skiers are considerate when rollar 
skiing and stay on the far side o f the road, farthest from the cars. Please don't jeprodize the dreams o f  so 
many highschool skiers. Thank you for your time.

Nathan wolfe, 3336 Uphnd Dr., Anchorage Ak, 99504

Let the advanced features & services o f  MSN Internet Software maximize vour online time.

I of I 2/17/2004 11:05 AM
■ a n H B B a B n M a n
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FW: roller-skiing in Alaska

S u b j e c t :  F W :  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  i n  A l a s k a  

D a t e :  Fri, 13 Feb 2004 08:16:28 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
F ro m : J a y  L a x s o n  [ m a i l t o : j l a x s o n l @ c o r e c o m . n e t ]
S e n t :  T h u r s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 2 ,  2 0 0 4  7 : 3 2  PM 
T o :  b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u  
S u b j e c t :  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  i n  A l a s k a

D e a r  S e n a t o r  R a lp h  S e e k in s

T h a r .k  y o u  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  a  b i l l  t o  t h e  l e g i s l a t u r e  t h a t  w i l l  amend t h e  
e x i s t i n g  s t a t u t e s  t o  make r o l l e r - s k i i n g  l e g a l  i n  t h e  s t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .  I

d i d n ' t  a p p r e c i a t e  t h a t  t h i s  was n o t  l e g a l  c u r r e n t l y .  I  h a v e  b e e n  s k i i n g

w i t h  t h e  A l a s k a  P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  s k i  te a m  f o r  t h e  p a s t  2 y e a r s  a n d ,  as

y o u  c a n  a p p r e c i a t e ,  t h i s  i s  a  v a l u a b l e  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e  r o a d  a n d  m o u n t a in

b i k i n g ,  r u n n i n g ,  h i l l - b o u n d i n g  a n d  g e n e r a l  s t r e n g t h  w o r k - o u t s  t h a t  we 
d o .  R o l l e r - s k i i n g  i s  c r i t i c a l  t o  d e v e l o p i n g  t e c h n i q u e s ,  b a l a n c e ,  a n d  
s t r e n g t h  s p e c i f i c  t o  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  s k i  r a c i n g .

R oad c o u r t e s y  a n d  s a f e t y  a r e  o f  p a r a m o u n t  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  f o s t e r i n g  
c o m m u n ity  s u p p o r t  f o r  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  on  t h e  p a v e d  p u b l i c  r o a d s .  S i n c e  
t h e r e  was a " m a j o r  p r o b le m "  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  i n  F a i r b a n k s ,  
t h e  A n c h o r a g e  n o r d i c  s k i i n g  c o m m u n ity  h a s  becom e a w a r e  o f  t h e  n e e d  t o  be

r e s p o n s i b l e  when s h a r i n g  t h e  r o a d s  w i t h  a u t o m o b i l e  t r a f f i c .  H o p e f u l l y  
t h e  l e s s o n s  l e a r n e d  w i l l  make e v e r y o n e  m ore  a w a r e  o f  t h e i r  s k i i n g  
e t i q u e t t e .
S i n c e r e l y ,

J a y  L a x s o n  
1 1 9 0 1  W o od b o urne  C i r  
A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 2 9 5 1 6  
9 07  3 4 5 - 3 6 3 9  
j l a x s o n l @ c o r e c o m . n e t

I of 1 2/17/2004 11:05 AM
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SB327

S u b j e c t :  S B 3 2 7

Date: Fri, 13 Feb 2004 19:28:13 -0900  
F r o m :  Dave & Leila Dengel <dengel@alaska.net>

T o :  Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us

S e n a t o r  S e e k i n s :
T h a n k s  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  S B 3 2 7 .  O u r  son  B a r t  was one o f  t h e  UAF s k i e r s  
s t o p p e d  l a s t  f a l l  f o r  r o l l e r  s k i i n g  n e a r  F a i r b a n k s .  B a r t  h a s  r o l l e r  s k i e d  
on Thom pson P ass  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  w i t h  no p r o b l e m s .
D ave  a n d  L e i l a  D e n g e l

2/21/2004 6:03 PM

mailto:dengel@alaska.net
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us


Roller Skiing Bill

S u b j e c t :  R o l l e r  S k i i n g  B i l l

Date: Fri, 13 Feb 2004 15:12:23 -0900
F r o m :  " S o r e n s e n ,  S t e v e  P . "  < S o r e n s e n S P @ a l y e s k a - p i p e l i n e . c o m >

T o :  ' " S e n a t o r _ R a l p h _ S e e k i n s @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s " '  < S e n a t o r _ R a l p h _ S e e k i n s @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s >

R a lp h ,
T h a n k s  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  r o l l e r  s k i i n g  b i l l .  I n  my r e c r e a t i o n a l  l i f e  I  
h a v e  c o a c h e d ,  r a c e d ,  a n d  i n s t r u c t e d  s k i i n g  f o r  t h e  l a s t  30  y e a r s .  C ro s s  
c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  h a s  k e p t  a n u m b e r  o f  o u r  k i d s  " c l e a n "  w h i l e  t r a v e r s i n g  t h e  
s o m e t im e s  t r e a c h e r o u s  s l o p e s  o f  J u n i o r  H ig h  a n d  H ig h  S c h o o l  p e e r  p r e s s u r e .
My own k i d s ,  now m o s t l y  g r o w n ,  h a v e  b e n e f i t e d  f r o m  t h e  d i s c i p l i n e  t h a t  c r o s s  
c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  h a s  p r o v i d e d  th e m  a n d  s t i l l  p r o v i d e s  th e m  a s  h i g h  p e r f o r m i n g  
a d u l t s .

T h a n k s  a g a i n !

B e s t  R e g a r d s ,
S t e v e  S o r e n s e n
S e n i o r  S t r u c t u r a l  E n g i n e e r
A l y e s k a  P i p e l i n e  S e r v i c e  C o .

1 o fl 2/21/2004 6:03 PM

mailto:SorensenSP@alyeska-pipeline.com
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us


Roller Ski legislation

S u b j e c t :  R o l l e r  S k i  l e g i s l a t i o n

D a t e :  F r i ,  1 3  F e b  2 0 0 4  1 9 : 0 9 : 0 3  E S T  

F r o m :  J r j c s i n g l e t o n @ a o l . c o m

T o :  S e n a t o r _ R a l p h _ S e e k i n s @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s

Senator Seekins

I am the President of Board of the Eagle R iver Nordic Ski C lub and I would like to thank you for your support of bill 
327. My son has earned the title o f " skim eister" for being the top high school sk ier for the last two years. Because of 
this I am very m uch aware of the dedication and training requirem ents of the elite  skiers of this state. In order for our 
skiers to be successfu l in national com petition it is essential fo r them  to train in the off season. A large com ponent of 
th is dry land train ing is on rollerskis. Bill 327 is important legislation fo r all the skiers of A laska. W ithout it our skiers 
will have a d istince training disadvantage over the skiers in the lower 48. Thanks to your bill our A laskan skiers can 
contiune to excell in national and international competition.

S incerely,

Jam es C. S ingleton D.D.S.

t o fl 2/21/2004 6:03 PM

mailto:Jrjcsingleton@aol.com
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us


rollerski legislation SB327

S u b j e c t :  r o l l e r s k i  l e g i s l a t i o n  S B 3 2 7  

D a t e :  Fri, 13 Feb 2004 13:54:53 -0900 
F r o m :  "Kumin, Jon" <jkumin@kumin.alaska.com>

T o :  <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Sen Seekins:

In a word - TH AN K YOU! This is com m onsense legislation we should all support.

Sincerely,

Jon Kum in
7921 Charlo tte  Place
Anchorage, AK 99502

i of 1 2/21/2004 6:04 PM

mailto:jkumin@kumin.alaska.com
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us


Roller Skiing

S u b j e c t :  R o l l e r  S k i i n g

D a t e :  Sun, 15 Feb 2004 14:10:09 -0900 
F r o m :  "Gooderham's" <brewersl@awcable.com> 

T o :  <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>

Thank you for introducing the bill to allow  roller skiing to be legal.

I have been skiing since age 12 and cannot understand why

we have to legislate com m on sense. R oller skiing is the best

way to stay in shape before the snow  flies again.

Thanks again

Chad G ooderham  
Fairbanks Alaska 
brewers I @ awcable.com

mailto:brewersl@awcable.com
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us


SB327

S u b j e c t :  S B 3 2 7

Date: Mon, 16 Feb 2004 10:44:12 -0900 
From: "quinley" <quinley@alaska.net>

To: <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Senator Seekins,

Thank you fo r introducing SB327. W e  are a fam ily of cross country skiers in Anchorage, and our teenage daughter 
has represented A laska in national com petition  for three years. Rollerskiing is an im portant part of her year-round 
training, and an enjoyable, safe exercise  for the rest of us. Your bill describes how it can be done safely, and we urge 
the Legislature to pass the bill th is year. Thank you again fo r looking out for the interests of A laska 's athletes. Feel 
free to pass along this m essage of support to other legislators.

John Quinley 

563-856

l oi l 2/21/2004 6:03 PM

mailto:quinley@alaska.net
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us


Senate Bill 327

S u b j e c t :  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 7

D a t e :  T u e ,  1 7  F e b  2 0 0 4  1 0 : 3 4 : 4 5  - 0 9 0 0  

F r o m :  " B e r t  B o y e r "  < f f b b b @ u a f . e d u >

T o :  < S e n a t o r _ R a l p h _ S e e k i n s @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s >

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S e e k i n s ,

I  w a n t  t o  p e r s o n a l l y  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 7 .

I  h a v e  b e e n  r o l l e r  s k i i n g  i n  F a i r b a n k s  f o r  t h e  l a s t  6-8 y e a r s  a n d  h a v e  
fo u n d  i t  t o  b e  an  e x t r e m e l y  h e a l t h f u l  a n d  e n j o y a b l e  w ay  t o  s t a y  f i t  i n  
t h e  sum m er. I  h a v e  h a d  o n e  b a d  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  an  a n g r y  m o t o r i s t  i n  t h e  
summer o f  2002, a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  when I  c a l l e d  t h e  t r o o p e r s ,  t h e y  
s u p p o r t e d  my r i g h t  t o  r o l l e r  s k i  on t h e  r o a d .  T h u s ,  I  was s u r p r i s e d  t o  
s e e  t h e  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  News M i n e r  l a s t  f a l l  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  i t  was  
i l l e g a l .

I t  i s  c l e a r l y  t i m e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a b i l l  t o  make r o l l e r  s k i i n g  l e g a l  i n  
A l a s k a  a n d  I  a p p l a u d  y o u r  e f f o r t s .

Many t h a n k s !

B e r t

B e r t  B o y e r ,  P h .D .
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  M o l e c u l a r  B i o l o g y  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r c t i c  B i o l o g y  
C e n t e r  f o r  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  R e s e a r c h  
3 1 1  I r v i n g  I  B l d g .
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 7 5
Phone -  9 0 7 - 4 7 4 - 7 7 3 3
F a x  -  9 0 7 - 4 7 4 - 6 9 6 7  o r  - 5 7 0 0
b e r t . b o y e r O u a f . edu
h t t p : / / w w w . i a b . u a f . e d u / ~ b e r t _ b o y e r
h t t p : / / w w w . a l a s k a . e d u / c a n h r /

1 of I 2/21/2004 6:02 PM

mailto:ffbbb@uaf.edu
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FW: Senate Bill 327

S u b j e c t :  F W :  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 7

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 11:00:46 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian _Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
From : B e r t  B o y e r  ( m a i l t o : f f b b b @ u a f . e d u )
S e n t :  T u e s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  2 0 0 4  1 0 : 3 5  AM 
T o : S e n a t o r _ R a l p h _ S e e k i n s @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . us  
S u b j e c t :  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 7

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S e e k i n s ,

I  w a n t  t o  p e r s o n a l l y  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  S e n a t e  B i l l  3 2 7 .

I  h a v e  b e e n  r o l l e r  s k i i n g  i n  F a i r b a n k s  f o r  t h e  l a s t  6 - 8  y e a r s  a n d  h a v e  
fo u n d  i t  t o  be  an  e x t r e m e l y  h e a l t h f u l  and  e n j o y a b l e  w ay t o  s t a y  f i t  i n  
t h e  sum m er. I  h a v e  h a d  o n e  b a d  e x p e r i e n c e  w i t h  an  a n g r y  m o t o r i s t  i n  t h e  
summer o f  2 0 0 2 ,  a n d  i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  when I  c a l l e d  t h e  t r o o p e r s ,  t h e y  
s u p p o r t e d  my r i g h t  t o  r o l l e r  s k i  on t h e  r o a d .  T h u s ,  I  was s u r p r i s e d  t o  
s e e  t h e  a r t i c l e  i n  t h e  News M i n e r  l a s t  f a l l  t h a t  i n d i c a t e d  i t  was  
i l l e g a l .

I t  i s  c l e a r l y  t i m e  t o  i n t r o d u c e  a b i l l  t o  make r o l l e r  s k i i n g  l e g a l  i n  
A l a s k a  a n d  I  a p p l a u d  y o u r  e f f o r t s .

Many t h a n k s !

B e r t

B e r t  B o y e r ,  P h .D .
A s s o c i a t e  P r o f e s s o r  o f  M o l e c u l a r  B i o l o g y  
I n s t i t u t e  o f  A r c t i c  B i o l o g y  
C e n t e r  f o r  A l a s k a  N a t i v e  H e a l t h  R e s e a r c h  
3 1 1  I r v i n g  I  B l d g .
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 7 5
Phone -  9 0 7 - 4 7 4 - 7 7 3 3
F a x  -  9 0 7 - 4 7 4 - 6 9 6 7  o r  - 5 7 0 0
b e r t . b o y e r @ u a f . ed u
h t t p : / / w w w . i a b . u a f . e d u / - b e r t _ b o y e r
h t t p : /  / www. a l a s k a  . e d u / c a n 'n r /

mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
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mailto:ffbbb@uaf.edu
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FW: In support of rollerskiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I n  s u p p o r t  o f  r o l l e r s k i i n g  

Date: Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:37:51 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>

T o :  '"Brian Hove"' <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O riginal Message------
F ro m : Susan Sugai [ m ailto :fnsfs@ uaf.edu] 
S e n t: Monday, February 16, 2004 7:54 PM 
T o : b ill.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu 
S u b je c t :  In  support o f rollerskiing

373 Droz Drive 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 
16 February 2004

Dear Honorable Senators,

This letter is written in support o f  SB 327 allowing roller skiers to legally use public roadways as bicycles 
currently do. Like many Nordic skiers both recreational and competitive, I was attracted to Fairbanks 
because o f  the well-groomed crosscountry ski trails and long on-snow season for pursuing our passion. I ve 
been rollerskiing on Fairbanks roadways since 1987 and in those many years, State troopers have never 
stopped me as I’ve rollerskied on the Parks Highway, Sheep Creek, Murphy Dome, Rosie Creek, or 
Goldstream Roads. Although recently most o f  my rollerskiing has either teen  done alone or with one or 
two others, I have previously participated in roller ski clinics and training groups. Like most rollerskiers, I 
am considerate o f  vehicular traffic and move as far right as feasible and doublepole rather than skate when 
being passed by vehicles, bicycles, or other rollerskiers.

Currently, I’m in my tenth season coaching a Masters (over 40 year old) M en’s ski training group. We 
meet weekly from November through April and the skiers are Fairbanks area residents ranging from 
University faculty and administrators to a local bar tender. Usually 12 to 15 o f  these skiers complete the 
annual Sonot Kkaazoot 50 km ski race in late March with several others doing the shorter 20 km veision. 
While many o f  this group, m yself included, used to be runners in the “dryland” season, rollerskiing allows 
us to participate in non-impact activity that has similar physical demands to Nordic skiing, Like the 
younger and more elite skiers who are striving to make University and Olympic teams, rollerskiing is an 
important activity for Masters skiers during our 6 months without snow. Masters skiers contribute not only 
to our local economy but also volunteer countless hours to the infrastructure that makes Fairbanks 
attractive to national and international Nordic skiers for training in the fall, and to national race organizing 
committees as a fantastic venue for events like the 2003 Junior Olympics held at the Birch Hill Recreation 
Area. The future o f  Nordic skiing in Fairbanks and the state o f  Alaska would definitely be brighter if  local 
athletes o f  all ages could pursue their sport legally on roadways available to bicycles.

Thank you for your support in helping the greater Alaskan ski community.

W a r m  regards,

I of 2 2/17/2004 11:01 AM

mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
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mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu


S u s a n  S u g a i ,  P h . D .

A s s o c i a t e  D i r e c t o r ,  A l a s k a  S e a  G r a n t  C o l l e g e  P r o g r a m

U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  F a i r b a n k s

F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 7 5 - 5 0 4 0

( 9 0 7 )  4 7 4 - 6 8 4 0 ;  f a x  ( 9 0 7 )  4 7 4 - 6 2 8 5

h t t p : / / w w w . u a f . e d u / s e a a r a n t / s t a f P s i u i a i . h t m l

h t t p : / / w w w . a r c t i c . g o v / s s u g a i . h t m

FW: In support of rollerskiing

http://www.uaf.edu/seaarant/stafPsiuiai.html
http://www


FW: In Support of Roller-Skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I n  S u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r - S k i i n g  

D a t e :  T u e ,  1 7  F e b  2 0 0 4  0 8 : 3 9 : 0 1  - 0 9 0 0  

F r o m :  " b i l l  m c d o n n e l l "  < b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u >  

T o :  " B r i a n  H o v e "  < B r i a n _ H o v e @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s >

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
F ro m : F r o d e  L i l l e f ^ e l l  [ m a i l t o : s k i t u r @ a l a s k a p a c i f i c . e d u ]
S e n t :  M o n d a y , F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  2 0 0 4  1 0 : 5 3  AM
T o :  b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u
S u b j e c t :  I n  S u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r - S k i i n g

A n c h o r a g e  a n d  A l a s k a  h a s  a  v e r y  l a r g e  c r o s s -  c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  c o m m u n ity  
t h a t  r e l y  on  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  on p u b l i c  r o a d s  a s  o n e  o f  t h e  m a in  fo rm s  o f  
s p e c i f i c  t r a i n i n g  d u r i n g  t h e  summer an d  f a l l .  I f  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  w e r e  t o  
be b a n n e d  f r o m  p u b l i c  r o a d s ,  m any h i g h  l e v e l  s k i e r s  t r a i n i n g  w o u ld  be  
c o m p ro m is e d  a n d  A la s k a n s  w o u ld  b e  a t  a c l e a r  d i s a d v a n t a g e  c o m p a re d  t o  
s k i e r s  f r o m  a  l o t  o f  o t h e r  s t a t e s .

F o r  u s  s k i e r s  t h i s  i s  a  s e r i o u s  p r o b l e m ,  t h a t  n e e d  t o  b e  a d d r e s s e d .  One 
o p t i o n  t h a t  we s k i e r  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  h a v e ,  i n  a d d i t i o n  t o  p u b l i c  r o a d ,  i s  
t r a i l s  made e s p e c i a l l y  f o r  r o l l e r -  s k i i n g ,  h o w e v e r  t h e s e  t r a i l s  c o s t  a 
l o t  o f  m o ney  t o  b u i l d  an d  a s  o f  t o d a y  we h a v e  n o n e .  I f  we h a d  o ne  good  
r o l l e r - s k i  t r a i l  i n  A n c h o r a g e  a n d  F a i r b a n k s  r e s p e c t i v e l y  i t  w o u ld  t a k e  
a l o t  o f  t h e  p r e s s u r e  o f  t h e  p u b l i c  r o a d s  a n d  o n l y  t h e  h i g h e s t  l e v e l  
s k i e r s  w o u ld  s t i l l  n e e d  t o  u s e  t h e  r o a d s  som e. U n t i l  t h e n  we h op e  we 
c a n  c o n t i n u e  t o  u s e  p u b l i c  r o a d s  f o r  o u r  t r a i n i n g  i n  a s a f e  and  
c o o p e r a t i v e  m a n n e r  w i t h  o t h e r  p e o p l e  on t h e  r o a d s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

F r o d e  L i l l e f j e l l
A s s i s t a n t  C o a c h  A l a s k a  P a c i f i c  U n i v e r s i t y  N o r d i c  S k i  C e n t e r  
4 1 0 1  U n i v e r s i t y  D r i v e  A n c h o r a g e ,  AK 9 9 5 0 8  
E - m a i l :  S k i t u r @ a l a s k a p a c i f i c . e d u

mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
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FW: In Support of Roller-Skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I n  S u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r - S k i i n g  

D a t e :  T u e ,  1 7  F e b  2 0 0 4  0 8 : 4 0 : 5 3  - 0 9 0 0  

F r o m :  " b i l l  m c d o n n e l l "  < b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u >  

T o :  " B r i a n  H o v e "  < B r i a n _ H o v e @ l e g i s . s t a t e . a k . u s >

 Original Message—
F ro m : M artins [ m ailto:tad ida@ xyz.net]
Sent: Saturday, February 14, 2004 12:01 PM 
T o : bill.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu 
Subject: In  Support o f Roller-Skiing

Dear C om m ittee M em bers:

W e are a cross-country ski fam ily in Hom er and roller skiing is a big part o f our sum m er fun. Larry Martin, my 
husband, is a fo rm er US O lympic team  m em ber. He grew  up in Homer. O ur daughter Ida Martin is a collegiate 
cross-country sk ier in Colorado. O ur son is a m em ber o f the Hom er High School ski team. A  favorite  sum m er 
w orkout fo r Larry and Ida is to roller ski up Fritz C reek Hill east o f Homer. They also enjoy ro ller skiing up East Hill 
and up W est Hill and across Skyline Drive.The H om er High School Ski Team  also uses roller skis in these areas as 
a great pre-season training method.

My job  in these workouts is to m eet the roller skiers at the tops o f the hills and give them a ride home. These are 
joyous, vigorous workouts. W e're all four very much in favor o f the use o f ro ller skis. Legislation against such an 
activity is a vote in favor o f atrophy and laziness and the use o f autom obiles instead o f the hum an body!!!

Sincerely,

Linda Martin, for Larry, Ida and Tad 

36d Rangeview 

Homer, AK 99603 

(907) 235-6758

I ofl 2717/2004 11:01 AM
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FW: In Support of Roller Skiing Legislation

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I n  S u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r  S k i i n g  L e g i s l a t i o n  

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:42:11 -0900  
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" < Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

— Original Message.......
F ro m : Ron Klein [ m ailto:xcsg@ gci.net]
S e n t: Tuesday, February 17, 2004 6:46 AM
T o : bill.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu
S u b je c t:  In  Support o f Roller Skiing Legislation

Bill,

Thank you for w orking with Senator Seekins to support am ending state statutes to make rolier skiing legal. I was shocked to 
leam  last sum m er that roller skiing was illegal. Skiing is a way o f  life in Anchorage. Roller skiing is an essentia! activity for 
m aintaining ski conditioning and training for w inter races. I have skied with APUN N ordic in the past and roller skiing has been 
an essential com ponent o f  the training plan. A laska has been a significant contributor to the US N ational Ski and P iathlon Teams 
and the ability  for A laskan team  m em bers to ro ller ski during the olTseason is esssential to m aintaining the com petitive edge.

Ron Klein 

3316 Knik Ave 

Anchorage, AK 99517
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FW: In Support of Roller Skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I n  S u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r  S k i i n g  

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:42:30 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnel!@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
F ro m : T im  S t a l l a r d  ( m a i l t o : f n t w s @ u a f . e d u ]
S e n t :  M o n d a y , F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  2 0 0 4  1 0 : 0 1  AM 
T o :  B i l l  M c D o n n e l l  ( E - m a i l )
S u b j e c t :  I n  S u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r  S k i i n g

To Whom i t  m ay c o n c e r n ,

I  am w r i t i n g  t o  e x p r e s s  my s u p p o r t  f o r  l e g i s l a t i o n  t h a t  l e g a l i z e s  r o l l e r  
s k i i n g  on A l a s k a ' s  r o a d s ,  N o r d i c  s k i i n g  i s  a s p o r t  i n  w h i c h  o u r  A l a s k a n  
a t h l e t e s  a r e  c o m p e t i t i v e  a t  an  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  l e v e l .  W h i l e  we a r e  
b l e s s e d  w i t h  o ne  o f  t h e  l o n g e s t  s k i  s e a s o n s  a n y w h e r e ,  o u r  n o r d i c  
a t h l e t e s  n e e d  t o  t r a i n  y e a r  r o u n d  t o  s t a y  c o m p e t i t i v e .

O u r  p u b l i c  r o a d s  o f f e r  t h e  o n l y  e a s i l y  a c c e s s i b l e  p l a c e  w h e r e  A l a s k a ' s  
n o r d i c  a t h l e t e s  c a n  t r a i n  i n  t h e  summer -  so  I  u r g e  y o u  t o  m ake t h i s  
p o s s i b l e .

T h a n k  y o u ,

T im  S t a l l a r d  
1 0 0 1  M i a  S t .
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 9 7 1 2  
( 9 0 7 )  4 5 2 - 8 9 8 0

Tim Stallard < tim.stallard> 
O utdoor A dventures coordinator 
U niversity  o f  A laska Fairbanks 
Explore A laska: vnvw .uaf.edu/outdoor
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FW: in support of roller-skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:44:10 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdortnell@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

— Original Message—
F ro m : Elizabeth Quinley [ m ailto:queen_elizabeth05@ hotm ail.com ] 
S e n t: Friday, February 13, 2004 5:26 PM 
T o : b ill.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu 
S u b je c t:  in support o f roller-skiing

February 12, 2004 

To W hom  It May Concern:

As an avid skier fo r both APUNSC and East Anchorage High School, I am happy that Senator Seekins is 
proposing to m ake roller-skiing legal. Rollerskiing is very im portant to the nordic skiing com m unity, and ensuring 
its legality is a good idea.To excel in nordic skiing, roller-skiing is crucial. It provides year-round training and a 
m otion very sim ilar to skiing on snow.

W hen roller-skiing, my team and I are careful and accom odating to oncom ing traffic as well as pedestrians. Our 
coaches are adam ant about skiing single file and getting to tne side of the road when cars need to get by. W e 
w ear helm ets, stay on the correct side o f the road, and try hard not to obstruct traffic. W e follow the rules jus t as 
b ike-riders and pedestrians do, and would greatly appreciate it if rollerskiing was recognized as legal.

S incerely,

Elizabeth O. Quinley 

1812 Bowdoin Circle 

Anchorage, AK 99508 

(907) 563-8569

queen elizabeth05@ hotm ail.com

Choose now from 4 levels o f  MSN Hotmail Extra Storage - no more account overload!
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FW: Roller-skiing on Public Right of Ways

S u b j e c t :  F W :  R o l l e r - s k i i n g  o n  P u b l i c  R i g h t  o f  W a y s  

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:47:02 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O rig ina l Message------
F ro m : Karen Mannix [ m ailto:karen_m annix@ yahoo.com ] 
S e n t: Sunday, February 15, 2004 7:20 PM 
T o : bi(l.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu 
S u b je c t :  Roller-skiing on Public R ight o f Ways

My name is Karen Mannix. I am a 24-year resident o f  Talkeetna, Alaska, co-founder o f  Denali Junior 
Nordic ski Club and the Su Valley High School Cross Country Ski Coach for the past 6 seasons. I am 
writing in support o f  the legislative effort to allow roller-skiing on public roads, t Jthough I would agree 
that there is a degree o f  risk involved in roller-skiing on roads in Alaska, I see no great difference between 
roller-skiing and bicycling, and I highly doubt there could be legal merit for determining one use more 
unsafe than the other.

However, my primary concerns for legislating AGAINST roller-skiing are these: 1) Our state has produced 
some o f  the best Nordic skiers in the country, in part because these athletes can summer train on 
roller-skis. 2) There are inadequate bike path systems to allow for roller-skiing. A perfect example is in 
the Talkeetna area, where a person can't travel from point A to point B anywhere in the area unless 
he/she is on a public road, the railroad, or in the woods! Several years ago, a side-road o ff the Talkeetna 
Spur (the Comsat) was freshly paved and allowed the only roller-skiable surface within a 60-mile 
radius. The Spur itself was pitted, pot-holed, and cracked. Last summer a bike path was constructed and 
may finally be used, but the Comsat is still able to provide variety and can be accessed by some residents 
without having to drive there. True, it might be safer to roller-ski solely on the bike path, BUT there is no 
legislation which denies anyone the right to ride a bike on the Comsat, and having done both, I personally 
see no difference between the two. 3) Bicycling and roller-skiing are very similar aciivitics; many people 
commute, train, recreate using either/or or both forms o f  transportation...if one legislates against one, the 
other should follow. However, our Slate doesn't feel compelled to disallow bicycles on the busy city 
streets o f  Anchorage; how does roller-skiing on less busy public right-of-ways differ? 4) Compelling 
roller-skiers to use bike paths will seriously disable the use o f  good, paved training areas for serious nordic 
skiers. This would likewise be tme for the serious bicyclist, and 1 would oppose any legislation which 
would hamper either activity.

We currently have a helmet law which mandates helmet use on motorcycles and snow machines. I 
maintain that any road user (motor vehicle or other) needs to be adequately prepared for safety; when I 
summer coach nordic athletes, they are required to wear helmets, but they are also allowed to ski on the 
sides o f  paved roads...otherwise, our Nordic ship would have been sunk yeais ago!

of 2 2/17/2004 11:01 AM
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FW: Roller-skiing on Public Right of Ways

When our ^gislators begin to tackle public use "restrictions” on public right-of-ways, it is very important 
to be consistent. I don't see how it is possible for one to tell a resident o f  a neighborhood that they can bike 
to their friend's house but they can't roller-ski (or in-line skate, for that matter). I also feel that if  the State 
o f Alaska were reallv paying attention to types o f  recreation on public right-of-ways, it would more wisely 
use its time citing the many young snow-machiners, kids under 16 years old, without any type o f  dirving 
permit, who spend hours snow-machining at high speeds on (non-motorized) bike paths all over Alaska in 
winter. How many fatalities have we seen related to snow machine use vs roller-skiing?

As a skier, roller-skier, and coach, I feel it is necessary to allow roller-skiing activity on roads unless the 
State is willing to build a "non-motorized paved path" adjacent to each road. Whether training or 
commuting, roller-skiing should be allowed. I would suggest we tackle the snow machine issue (on 
non-motorized bike paths in winter) before attempting to legislate against something much more "healthy" 
and much less potentially injurious to others or se lf (roller-skiing on roads in summer).

Karen Mannix 

PO Box 284 

Talkeetna, Ak. 99676 

907-733-2615

Do you Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Finance: Get vour refund fast bv filinu online
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FW: Rc: SB 327-Rollerskiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  R e :  S B  3 2 7 - R o l l e r s k i i n g  

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:50:14 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>

T o :  "'Brian Hove"' <Brian_Hove@.legis.state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
F ro m : B re n n a n  W a ls h  [ m a i l t o : b w a l s h 0 1 @ h o t m a i l  .c o m ] 
S e n t :  M o n day , F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  2 0 0 4  3 : 5 4  PM 
T o :  B i l l . M c D o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u  
S u b j e c t :  FW: R e: SB 3 2 7 - R o l l e r s k i i n g

> F r o m :  S e n a t o r  F r e n c h  < s e n a t o r _ h o l l i s _ _ f  r e n c h Q l e g i s . s t a t e . a k .  u s >
> T o : B r e n n a n  Wa 1 s h  < h w a I s h O l G h o  t m a i  1 .  com>
> S u b j e c t : R e :  SB 3 2 7 - R o l l e r s k i i n g  
> D a t e :  Mon,  1 6  F e b  2 0 0 4  1 3 : 5 8 : 5 6  - 0 9 0 0  
>
> D e a r  B r e n n a n ,
> T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  l e t t e r  r e g a r d i n g  SB 3 2 7 .  I  w i l l  l o o k  t h i s  b i l l  o v e r  
> c a r e f u l l y .  I t  c e r t a i n l y  s e e m s  l i k e  a g o o d  i d e a .  I  am a n  a v i d  
r e c r e a t i o n a l
> s k i e r ,  a n d  I  am c e r t a i n l y  s u p p o r t i v e  o f  a n y  l e g i s l a t i o n  t n a t  m a k e s  i t  
> e a s i e r  f o r
> A l a s k a n s  t o  g e t  o u t  a n d  e x e r c i s e !
> B e s t  o f  l u c k  i n  y o u r  e n d e a v o r s ,
> H o l l i s  F r e n c h  
>
>
> B r e n n a n  W a l s h  w r o t e :
>
> > D e a r  S e n .  H o l l i s ,
> >
> > M y  n am e  i s  B r e n n a n  W a l s h  a n d  I  am a n  a c t i v e  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  s k i e r  i n  
> A n c h o r a g e
> > a n d  o n  t h e  NCAA c o l l e g e  c i r c u i t .  I  c o m p e t e d  f o r  W e s t  H i g h ,  Team  
A l a s k a ,
> t h e
> > US J u n i o r  B i a t h l o n  Team,  a n d  n o w  I  r a c e  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  
N e v a d a ,
> R e n o .
> > I  am w r i t i n g  t o  a s k  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  t o  p a s s  SB 2 3 7 .  T h e  b i l l  a l l o w s  
t h e
> u s e
> > o f  R o l l e r s k i i n g  o n  r o a d w a y s .  A s  a n y  s e r i o u s  s k i e r  w i l l  t e l l  y o u ,  t h e  
•> > i m p o r t a n c e  o f  r o l l e r s k i i n g  i n  t h e  summer o u t  w e i g h ' s  a n y  o t h e r  t y p e  
o f
> > t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t y  a n  a t h l e t e  c a n  d o .  I  c a n  s a y  f i r s t  h a n d  t h a t  I  
w o u ld
> n o t
> > h a v e  b e e n  a b l e  t o  g o  a s  f a r  a s  I  h a v e ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  u s e  o f  s u m m e r
> > r o l l e r s k i i n g . P l e a s e  v o t e  i n  f a v o r  o f  t h i s  b i l l  f o r  m y s e l f ,  t h e  
s k i i n g
> >  c o m m u n i t y  o f  o u r  d i s t r i c t , a n d  f o r  a l l  t h e  s i m i l a r  a t h l e t e s  a r o u n d  
t h e
> > s t a t e .  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e .
> >
> > B r e n n a n  W a l s h
> >
> > (schoo l address)

mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
mailto:bwalsh01@hotmail
mailto:Bill.McDonnell@uaf.edu


FW: Rc: SB 327-Rollerskiing

>  >  9 0 5  W a s h i n g t o n  S t .
> > R e n o ,  NV,  8 9 5 0 3
> >
> > ( A l a s k a  a d d r e s s )
> > 1 9 0 1  B e l a x r
> > A n c h o r a g e ,  AK  9 9 5 1 7
> >
> > __________________________________________________
> > C h o o s e  n o w  f r o m  4 l e v e l s  o f  MSN H o t m a i l  E x t r a  S t o r a g e  -  n o  m o r e  
a c c o u n t
> > overload! http://click.atdmt.com/AVE/go/onm00200362ave/direct/01/
>

> S e n .  H o l l i s  F r e n c h  
> S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  Room 5 0 4  
> J u n e a u ,  AK  9 9 8 0 1  
> t o l l  f r e e  ( 8 6 6 )  4 6 5 - 3 8 9 2  
>
> v i s i t  m y  w e b s i t e  a t  h t t p :  / / w w i v .  a k d e m o c r a t s  . o r g  
>
>

C h e c k  o u t  t h e  g r e a t  f e a t u r e s  o f  t h e  new MSN 9 D i a l - u p ,  w i t h  t h e  MSN 
D i a l - u p
A c c e l e r a t o r ,  h t t p : / / c l i c k . a t d m t . c o m /A V S /g o /o n m 0 0 2 0 0 3 6 l a v e / d i r e c t / 0 1 /
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FW: In Sjupport of Roller Skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I n  S j u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r  S k i i n g  

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:51:06 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>

T o :  '"Brian Hove'” <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
F ro m : s p i r i t l @ p t i a l a s k a . n e t  [m a i l t o : s p i r i t l @ p t i a l a s k a . n e t ]
S e n t :  S a t u r d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 4 ,  2 0 0 4  9 : 5 9  AM
T o :  b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u
S u b j e c t :  I n  S j u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r  S k i i n g

D e a r  B i l l ,
I  am t h e  p a r e n t  o f  s e v e r a l  f o r m e r  h i g h  s c h o o l  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  s k i e r s  a n d  I  
am
a s k i e r  m y s e l f .  I  am v e r y  much i n  f a v o r  o f  o u r  s k i e r s  a t  a l l  l e v e l s  
h a v i n g
t h e  o p t i o n  o f  t r a i n i n g  on  r o l l e r  s k i s  w hen  t h e r e  i s  n o  s n o w . R a t h e r  
t h a n
b e i n g  a n n o y e d  b y  t h e  s k i e r s  u s i n g  t h e  r o a d ,  I  am a lw a y s  im p r e s s e d  a t  
t h e i r
d e d i c a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  s p o r t .  W h i l e  I  w o u ld  b e  h a p p y  t o  h a v e  w i d e r  
s h o u l d e r s
on o u r  r o a d s  f o r  t h e  u s e  o f  a l l  s p o r t s  i n c l u d i n g  b i c y c l e s  a n d  r u n n i n g  
s t r o l l e r s ,  I  am m ore  t h a n  w i l l i n g  t o  s lo w  down f o r  o t h e r s  u s i n g  t h e  
r o a d s .
I  am i n  s u p p o r t  o f  r o l l e r  s k i i n g  on  t h e  r o a d s ;  I  am i n  f a c t  i n  s u p p o r t  
o f
u s e  o f  o u r  r o a d s  f o r  n o n - m o t o r i z e d  t r a v e l  as  w e l l .  T h a n k  y o u .

G a i l  D a v id s o n  
1 5 4 7  C hena  R id g e  Road  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 0 9  
( 9 0 7 )  4 7 9 - 7 1 2 7

m a i l2 w e b  -  C h e c k  y o u r  e m a i l  f r o m  t h e  web a t  
h t t p : / / m a i l 2w e b .c o m / .
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FW: J support Roller Skiing!

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I  s u p p o r t  R o l l e r  S k i i n g !

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:52:11 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>

T o :  "'Brian Hove'" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 Original Message—
F ro m : The Harrisons [ m ailto:hhhom er@ alaska.net] 
S e n t: Saturday, February 14, 2004 3:54 PM 
T o : bill.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu 
S u b je c t:  I  support Roller Skiing!

My nam e is Brian Harrison and I am in favor o f keeping roller skiing legal. As a Hom er resident we are often the 
victim s o f unseasonably warm  w inter weather. The ability to roller ski m akes training less o f an issue due to poor 
snow  conditions. It also m akes training possible year round. My daughters both have been on the school cross 
country ski team s. Having this avenue open to them to im prove their skills is invaluable. W hen the national spot light 
is on obesity in our population, why would anyone take away another m ethod of all im portant exercise. I can be 
reached at 1065 Larkspur Ct., H om er Ak. 99603, or 907-235-8922 should you have questions. Thank you for taking 
the time to consider th is very im portant issue.

Brian Harrison
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FW: Groscclose support for rollerskiing bill w/addrcss

S u b j e c t :  F W :  G r o s e c l o s e  s u p p o r t  f o r  r o l l e r s k i i n g  b i l l  w / a d d r e s s  

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 08:53:08 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>

T o :  "'Brian Hove'" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
From : Bob [ m a i l t o : b o b @ a l a s k a l a w . com ]
S e n t :  M o n d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  2 0 0 4  1 0 : 1 7  AM 
T o: b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u
S u b j e c t :  RE: G r o s e c l o s e  s u p p o r t  f o r  r o l l e r s k i i n g  b i l l  w / a d d r e s s

B i l l ,  I  o v e r l o o k e d  my a d d r e s s ,  b e l o w .
 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
From : Bob [ m a i l t o : b o b @ a l a s k a l a w . c o m ]
S e n t :  M o n d a y , F e b r u a r y  1 6 ,  2 0 0 4  9 : 5 6  AM
T o :  ' b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u '
S u b j e c t :  G r o s e c l o s e  s u p p o r t  f o r  r o l l e r s k i i n g  b i l l

B i l l ,
Add my name t o  t h o s e  s u p p o r t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  w h i c h  w o u ld  m o d i f y  t h e  
e x i s t i n g
s t a t u t e / r e g u l a t i o n  so a s  t o  t o l e r a t e  a n d  a c c o m m o d a te  r o l l e r  s k i i n g .  
C r o s s - c o u n t r y  s k i i n g  i s  t o  A l a s k a  a s  s u r f i n g  i s  t o  C a l i f o r n i a .  T h e  la w  
s h o u l d  r e a s o n a b l y  a c c o m m o d a te  t h i s  A l a s k a n  p a s t i m e .  R o l l e r  s k i i n g  i s  an  
o f f - s e a s o n ,  s k i - t r a i n i n g  a c t i v i t y .  C e r t a i n  r o a d w a y s  c a n  a c c o m m o d a te  t h e  
s h a r i n g  o f  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  w i t h  o t h e r  u s e r s .  A t o t a l  b a n  e f f e c t i v e l y  
e l i m i n a t e s  o f f - s e a s o n  c r o s s - c o u n t r y  s k i  t r a i n i n g .  T h e  l a w  s h o u l d  b e  
r e l a x e d
t o  a l l o w  r o l l e r - s k i i n g  when t r a f f i c  s a f e t y  i s  n o t  u n r e a s o n a b l y  
c o m p r i s e d .
T h e r e  a r e  many r o a d w a y s  i n  t h e  s t a t e  w h e r e  r o l l e r - s k i e r s  h a v e  f o r  many  
y e a r s
p e a c e f u l l y  c o e x i s t e d  s a f e l y  a n d  i n  h a rm o n y  w i t h  o t h e r  u s e r s .  T h e  l a w  
s h o u l d
acc o m m o d a te  s u c h  u s u a g e .  T h e  t o t a l  ban  s h o u l d  b e  m o d i f i e d .
Bob G r o s e c l o s e  
520  M a r s h a l l  D r i v e  
F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a  9 9 7 1 2  
9 0 7 / 4 5 7 - 5 4 9 8

I o fl 2/17/2004 11:00 AM

mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
mailto:Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:bob@alaskalaw.com
mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
mailto:bob@alaskalaw.com


FW: rollski

S u b j e c t :  F W :  r o l l s k i

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 10:02:06 -0000 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
From : t i g e r d e m e r s @ a t t . n ec  [ m a i l u o : t i g e r d e m e r s @ a t t . n e t ] 
S e n t :  T u e s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  2 0 0 4  9 : 5 9  AM 
T o :  b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u  
S u b j e c t :  r o l l s k i

f y i

J u d y  & T i g e r  E. D em ers  
P .O .  Box 991  
2 6 9 7 5  W i l l i w a  S t .
K a s i i o f  AK 9 9 6 1 0  0 9 9 1  
t i g e r d e m e r s S a t t . n e t  
9 0 7 - 2 8 3 - 5 1 3 3

F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  200 4

B i l l  M c D o n n e l l
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a  F a i r b a n k s  
P .O .  Box 7 5 7 4 4 0  
F a i r b a n k s  A l a s k a  9 9 7 7 5

D e a r  M r .  M c D o n n e l l ,
T h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h i s  l e t t e r  i s  t o  e x p r e s s  o u r  s u p p o r t  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  
r o l l e r - s k i  l e g i s l a t i o n .

We a r e  r e s i d e n t s  o f  K a s i i o f  , a  s m a l l  r u r a l  c o m m u n ity  w i t h  no  p u b l i c  
r e c r e a t i o n a l  f a c i l i t i e s .  No s i d e w a l k s ,  no b i k e  p a t h s ,  a n d  h a r d l y  a n y  
p a v e d  r o a d s  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  S t e r l i n g  H ig h w a y  a n d  K a l i f o r n s k i  B e a c h  R oad .  
T h e  o ne  t h i n g  t h a t  we l i k e  t o  do  i s  e i t h e r  b i c y c l e  a n d  o r  r o l l e r  s k i  on  
Coho Loop  Road w h i c h  h a s  a lo w  v o lu m e  o f  l o c a l  t r a f f i c .  I n  t h e  p a s t ,  t h e  
s t a t e  p o l i c e  h a v e  o b s e r v e d  us r o l l e r  s k i i n g  an d  f o r  w h a t  e v e r  r e a s o n  
h a v e  n e v e r  t a l k e d  t o  us  a b o u t  a n y  i n f r a c t i o n s .

I  am 64 y e a r s  a i d  a n d  a n  e x  O ly m p ic  a t h l e t e ,  t h e  1 9 6 4  N o r d i c  W i n t e r  
O ly m p ic  Team a t  I n n s b r u c k  A u s t r i a .  One o t h e r  t o  c o n s i d e r  i s  o u r  c u r r e n t  
O ly m p ia n  a n d  W o r ld  Cup B i a t h l o n  c o m p e t i t o r  , J a y  H a k k . .n e n  o f  K a s i i o f .  
A nd, t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r s  who w i l l  be  p o s i t i v e l y  a f f e c t e d  b y  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  k i n d  a t t e n t i o n  I f  a n y  a d d i t i o n a l  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s  
d e s i r e d ,  we w i l l  make e v e r y  e f f o r t  t o  m e e t  y o u r  r e q u e s t .
Au R e v o i r  Mon A m i,
T i g e r  D em ers

Au R e v o i r  Mon Ami 
T i g e r  &. J u d y  Dem ers  
P .O .B o x  991  
2 6 9 7 5  W i l l i w a  S t .
K a s i i o f  AK 9 9 6 1 0  
9 0 7 - 2 8 3 - 5 1 3 3
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FW: support of roller skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  s u p p o r t  o f  r o l l e r  s k i i n g  

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 10:15:54 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" < Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
F ro m : K i k i  A b ra h a m s o n  [ m a i l t o : k a b ra h a m s o n @ k p b s d . k ! 2  . a k . u s ]
S e n t :  T u e s d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  1 7 ,  2 0 0 4  1 0 : 0 7  AM 
T o :  b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u  
S u b j e c t :  s u p p o r t  o f  r o l l e r  s k i i n g

I  s u p p o r t  m a k in g  r o l l e r  s k i i n g  l e g a l .

My 15  y e a r  o l d  d a u g h t e r  won g o l d  a n d  s i l v e r  m e d a ls  i n  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  
b i a t h l o n  c o m p e t i t i o n  i n  Sw eden , b u t  t r a i n i n g  i n  A l a s k a  h a s  b e e n  
p r o b l e m a t i c .  She t r a i n e d  i n  L a k e  P l a c i d  a n d  w i t h  t h e  M i n n e s o t a  team  
an d
w i t h  th e m  l e a r n e d  how t o  r o l l e r  s k i  a n d  d e v e l o p  a y e a r  r o u n d  t r a i n i n g  
p l a n .  A 1 t h o u g h  t h i s  w o r k e d  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s ,  i t  becam e t o o  e x p e n s i v e  
f o r
o u r  f a m i l y .  Now s h e  c o u l d  r o l l e r s k i  t o  m a i n t a i n  h e r  t r a i n i n g  h e r e ,  b u t  
n o t  i f  i t  i s  i l l e g a l .

T h a t  r o l l e r  s k i i n g  i s  i l l e g a l  seems c o m p l e t e l y  l u d i c r o u s  t o  m e. We a r e  
c o n s t a n t l y  f a c e d  w i t h  c h a l l e n g e s  t o  h e l p  y o u n g  p e o p l e  make w i s e  a c t i v i t y  
c h o i c e s  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  e v e r y o n e  t o  k e e p  up e x e r c i s i n g  f o r  h e a l t h  a s  a  
l i f e
l o n g  p u r s u i t .  T h e n  why w o u ld  t h e r e  b e  an  o r d i n a n c e  a g a i n s t  an  a c t i v i t y  
t h a t  p r o m o t e s  a h e a l t h y  a c t i v i t y ?  W h at i s  t h e  m e s s a g e  la w m a k e r s  a r e  
s e n d i n g  o u t . . .  S o r r y ,  yo u  c a n ' t  r o l l e r  s k i  so why d o n ' t  y o u  go  h a n g  o u t  
a t  t h e  b e a c h  w i t h  y o u r  f r i e n d s  a n d  snroke some p o t . . .  O r ,  why d o n ' t  yo u  
j u s t  s i t  down i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  T V , d r i n k  a fe w  b e e r s  a n d  c a t c h  a  game o r  
tw o .  I f  y o u ' r e  l u c k y  yo u  may e v e n  g e t  a p e e k  a t  J a n e t  J a c k s o n ' s  b r e a s t .

K i k i  A b ra h a m s o n
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FW: In Support of Roller-skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I n  S u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r - s k i i n g  

D a t e :  Tue, 17 Feb 2004 12:37:16 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

— Original Message—
F ro m : Debbie &  Charlie [ m ailto :pooreg ib@ xyz.net] 
S e n t: Tuesday, February 17, 2004 12:22 PM 
T o : b ill.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu 
S u b je c t:  In  Support o f Roller-skiing

Yes, I support roller-skiing in Alaska. We are an outdoors type o f  people and should have all means o f  
exercise and recreation encouraged. With the unpredictable snow conditions it makes sense that 
roller-skiing be available for people to continue training and exercising. Roller-skiing is a life-long 
exercise and helps combat cabin fever and SAD, which many Alaskans are familiar with. Please do all you 
can to change the legislation in support o f  roller-skiing.

Thank you. Sincerely, De^ ih Poore

Homer, Alaska
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FW: rollerskiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  r o l l e r s k i i n g

D a t e :  Wed, 18 Feb 2004 09:17:19-0900  
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 Original Message—
F ro m : ida m artin [ m ailto:xc_ski_frog@ yahoo.com ] 
S e n t: Tuesday, February 17, 2004 5:08 PM 
T o : bill.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu 
S u b je c t:  rollerskiing

My name is Ida Martin, I an from Homer Alaska and I am an active cross country skier from Alaska. I 
am away at college on a skiing scholarship in Gunnison Colorado, I return to Alaska for the summer to 
work and train for skiing. Rollersking is a big part o f  my cummer training, and if  1 was not able to 
rollersking it would make it hard for me and many other skiers to return to Alaska for training. Also this 
would affect UAA's and UAF's ski teams, many high schools, and many club teams. Alaska has prouded 
its se lf  on having a great team at Junior team at theJuniorr Olympics. All over the nation people know that 
Alaska has the skiers to beat, the Two times I traveled to theJuniorr Olympics as part o f  thAlaskaka team, 
wdominaceded thcompositionon. Puttingng 3 to 7 people in the top team, wining many o f the age class 
relays, and having many o f  our athletes namedJuniorr Olympic champions. As a team we won the team 
title by 500 points or more.

University Alaska Anchorage is doing really well on the college NCAAcircuitt right now in 2004. Sara 
Handson won her first westemdivisionncollegiatet title at the the Utah races. She usesroller sk'ingg as 
summer training.

Katie Ronse o f  the Alaska Winter Stars and the Service High school ski team, was named to the world 
Junior team o f US skiers to go over to Europe and compitcompete; I trained with her over last summer and 
she was an avide avidrroller skier; She used roller skiing to get in shape, and she has gotten to were she is 
by using summer training, mostly roller skiing.

Alaska has made a name in the US and the world through the skiers that have come out o f Alaska.
Many if  not all skiers use roller skiing as summer training. It is the most accuaccuratem o f simulating 
skiing when a skier can’t get on snow.

People use the roads for training with bikes, on foot, and rollroller skiessp; If we alowallowlersking to 
be band were will it stop. Who is to say that bikes won’t be band, or you will get a ticket for ninning on a 
road that has been part o f  your traing for years. Alaska is know for its skiers, why short them on all 
opportunities to get as far as they can. It is like asking a person to work with a handicap that is not natural, 
one that has been put on them by someone.

I want to know why this is even an issue right now. PeopPeoplee been roller skiing in Alaska for many 
years, who wants to get rid o f  roller skiing, people who don’t understand the sport o f  skiing. I feel that 1 
try to be fair when I pass jujudgmentr I keep an open mind. I think that people should also when it comes 
to the issue o f  roller skiing.
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FW: rollerskiing

I am sstronglyin favor o f  keeping roller skiing legal in Alaska, as both a citizen and an athlete.

I can be reached at 970-943-2760 o r xc ski frou@vahoo.com and CPO Box 5477 Gunnison, Co 81231

Do you Yahoo!?
Yahoo! Finance: Get vour refund fast by filinu online
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FW: In Support of Roller-Skiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  I n  S u p p o r t  o f  R o l l e r - S k i i n g  

D a t e :  Wed, 18 Feb 2004 09:15:46 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu> 

T o :  "Brian Hove" <Brian_Hove@legis.state.ak.us>

 O riginal Message—
F ro m : W ayne Watson [ m ailto :watson@ xyz.net] 
S e n t: Wednesday, February 18, 2004 7:27  AM 
T o : Bill Mcdonnell
S u b je c t:  In  Support o f Roller-Skiing

To W hom  it May Concern,

I have been involved with C ross-country skiing in A laska fo r 25 years and President of the Kachem ak Nordic Ski 
C lub in the Hom er area fo r the past ten years. I am the current President o f KNSC. KNSC has a m em bership of 
about 250 m em bers and groom s and m anages about 50 kilom eters o f trails in the H om er area. I am an avid 
cross-country skier and off-season ro ller-skier. My w ife and I are the proud parents o f a 3 time Junior O lym pian who 
also skied in college at the University o f Nevada. O ff-season roller-skiing was a key e lem ent in his training program 
as a Jun io r and in college. W e also enjoy roller-skiing but are very lim ited in places we can legally participate in the 
sport. W e strongly be' 'e Nordic skiing is a very healthy, lifelong sport and roller-skiing is part o f that pasttim e. To 
that end I'd like to go on record in support o f S tate Senator Ralph Seekins of Fairbanks introduction of a bill to the 
legislature that will specifically amend the existing statutes to make roller-skiing legal in the state of Alaska.

Sincerely,

Wayne Watson

President-Kachemak Nordic Ski Club 

PO Box 884 

Homer. AK 99603
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Thank you for your support of Skiers of Alaska

S u b j e c t :  T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f  S k i e r s  o f  A l a s k a  

D a t e :  Thu, 19 Feb 2004 15:02:47 -0900 
F r o m :  "Kent Kams" <kkarns@hswarehouse.com>

T o :  <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>

S e n a t o r  S e e k i n s ,

T h a n k s  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  t h e  b i l l  a l l o w i n g  r o l l e r  s k i i n g .  You h a v e  d r a f t e d  
a b i l l  t h a t  a l l o w s  f o r  s a f e  u s e  o f  t h e  r o a d s  f o r  s e r i o u s  s k i e r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  h i g h  s c h o o l  a n d  c o l l e g e  a t h l e t e s  f r o m  A l a s k a  t h a t  c o n t i n u e  on 
t h e  r o a d  t o  n a t i o n a l ,  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  an d  O ly m p ic  s k i  c o m p e t i t i o n s .

P l e a s e  k e e p  up  t h e  g ood  w o r k  i n  J u n e a u .

Y o u r s ,

R. K e n t  K a rn s  
H&S W a r e h o u s e ,  I n c .
T r e a s u r e r
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Roller skiing

S u b j e c t :  R o l l e r  s k i i n g

D a t e :  Thu, 19 Feb 2004 09:07:04 -0800 (PST)
F r o m :  Don Pendergrast <don_pendergrast@yahoo.com>

T o :  Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us

D e a r  S e n a t o r  S e e k i n s ,

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  i n t r o d u c i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  l e g a l i z i n g  r o l l e r  s k i i n g  
i n  A l a s k a .  We h a v e  a  s t r o n g  s k i i n g  c o m m u n ity ,  UAF a n d  UAA a r e  
n a t i o n a l  p o w e r s .  A l a s k a  h a s  O ly m p ia n s  a n d  J r .  O l y m p ia n s  i n  
a b u n d a n c e .  We c o n s i s t e n t l y  s e n d  c r o s s  s k i e r s  t o  n a t i o n a l  an d  
i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n s .

I t ' s  h a r d  t o  i m a g i n e  n o t  h a v i n g  e n o u g h  snow i n  A l a s k a ,  b u t  w o r l d  
c l a s s  a t h l e t e s  n e e d  t o  t r a i n  y e a r  r o u n d  a n d  r o l l e r  s k i e s  a l l o w s  
t h i s  t o  h a p p e n .

T h a n k  y o u  a g a i n ,

Don P e n d e r g r a s t  
1 3 5 8  S p r i n g  G l a d e  Rd 
F a i r b a n k s ,  AK 9 9 7 0 9

Do y o u  Y a h o o !?
Y a h o o !  M a i l  S pam G u ard  -  R ead  o n l y  t h e  m a i l  y o u  w a n t .  
h t t p : / / a n t i s p a m . y a h o o . c o m / t o o l s

mailto:don_pendergrast@yahoo.com
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us
http://antispam.yahoo.com/tools


FW: Legislation letter

S u b j e c t :  F W :  L e g i s l a t i o n  l e t t e r

D a t e :  Fri, 20 Feb 2004 09:30:18 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>

T o :  "'Brian E. Hove'" <Brian_Hove@Legis,state.ak.us>

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
F rom : S i g r i d  A as [m a i l t o : s i g r i d - a @ o n l i n e . n o ]
S e n t :  F r i d a y ,  F e b r u a r y  2 0 ,  2 0 0 4  1 : 1 3  AM 
T o :  B i l l . M c D o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u  
S u b j e c t :  L e g i s l a t i o n  l e t t e r

H e r e  i s  t h e  l e t t e r  f o r  t h e  r o l l e r s k i i n g  p r o p o s i t i o n .  F e e l  f r e e  t o  
c o r r e c t  a n y
s p e l l i n g s  o r  e r r o r s  i n  i t .  I  d i d n ' t  know who t o  a d r e s s  i t  f o r  e i t h e r ,  o r  
w h a t
t o  p u t  on  t h e  h e a d i n g .

To Whom i t  M i g h t  C o n c e r n  

R o l l e r s k i i n g  L e g i s l a t i o n

F a i r b a n k s  i s  a to w n  r i l l e d  w i t h  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  s k i e r s .  T h e  tw o  h i g h  
s c h o o l s  i n
to w n  h a v e  c r o s s  c o u n t r y  s k i  te a m s  and  UAF h a s  a  n o r d i c  s k i i n g  p r o g r a m .
I n
a d d i t i o n  t o  t h a t ,  T h e  N o r d i c  S k i  C lu b  o f  F a i r b a n k s  h as  n u m ero u s  members  
a n d
t h e y  o f f e r  a c t i v i t i e s  t o  c h i l d r e n  an d  p e o p l e  o f  a l l  a g e s  an d  a b i l i t i e s .  
I n  t h e  summer t i m e ,  n o r d i c  s k i e r s  w i t h  a m b i t i o n s  h a v e  t o  t r a i n  w e l l  i n  
o r d e r
t o  becom e b e t t e r  a t  s k i i n g .  R o l l e r s k i i n g  p l a y s  a g r e a t  p a r t  i n  t h i s ,  and  
i t  i s
b a s i c a l l y  a w ay  t o  n o r d i c  s k i  on w h e e l s .

T h i s  f a l l  r o l l e r s k i i n g  b ecam e a  h o t  i s s u e  i n  F a i r b a n k s  a f t e r  me an d  some 
UAF
s k i e r s  g o t  t r a n s p o r t e d  b y  t h e  T r o o p e r s  a f t e r  o ne  o f  o u r  r o l l e r s k i  
p r a c t i s e s .  I
c a n  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  d r i v e r s  s o m e t im e s  g e t  a n x i o u s  an d  a n g r y  a f t e r  t h e y  
e n c o u n t e r  r o l l e r s k i e r s  on t h e  r o a d .  S o m e t im e s  t h e  r o a d  j u s t  i s n ' t  w id e  
en o u g h
t o  s a f e l y  p a s s  i n  t u r n s  an d  c u r v e s .  W i t h  a l i t t l e  c o o p e r a t i o n  b e tw e e n  
t h e
r o l l e r s k i e r  an d  t h e  d r i v e r ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  s h o u l d  b e  p e r f e c t l y  s a f e  t o  p a s s  
i n
m o st  c a s e s .  T h i s  i s  w h e r e  t h e  p r o b l e m  s t a r t s .  S o m e t im e s  r o l l e r s k i e r s  a r e  
n o t
b e i n g  c o n s i d e r a t i v e  en o u g h  o f  c a r s  c o m in g ,  a n d  s o m e t im e s  c a r  d r i v e r s  a r e  
n o t
b e i n g  c o n s i d e r a t e  e n o u g h  on b e h a l f  o f  t h e  r o l l e r s k i e r s .  H o w e v e r ,  a s  f a r  
a s  I
know ( j u d g i n g  b y  my own e x p e r i e n c e s  an d  b y  t r a i n i n g  w i t h  t h e  UAF team )  
r o l l e r s k i e r s  l a r g e l y  do t h e i r  b e s t  t o  a w o i d  d a n g e r o u s  s i t u a t i o n s  and  
c o n f l i c t s .  A f t e r  a l l ,  i t  i s  m o s t l i k e l y  t h e  r o l l e r s k i e r ,  a n d  n o t  t h e  c a r

d r i v e r  who w o u ld  b e  l e f t  w i t h  b r o k e n  b o n e s  a f t e r  a p o t e n t i a l  a c c i d e n t .  
B e l i e v e
me, I  do  my u t t e r m o s t  t o  a v o i d  t h a t  f r o m  e v e r  h a p p e n in g ,  a n d  I  t h i n k  
t h a t  g o e s
f o r  o t h e r  r o l l e r s k i e r s  a s  w e l l .

I of 2 2/20/2004 9:49 AM

mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
mailto:sigrid-a@online.no
mailto:Bill.McDonnell@uaf.edu


FW: Legislation letter

N o r d i c  s k i e r s  a l s o  b i k e  a  l o t  f o r  t r a i n i n g  i n  t h e  summer a n d  f a l l .
D u r i n g  many
o f  my b i k e  r i d e s ,  I  h a v e  b e e n  h a r r a s s e d  b y  c a r  d r i v e r s  i n  t h e  same  
f a s h i o n  a s
w h i l e  r o l l e r s k i i n g ,  w h i l e  s a f e l y  k e e p i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  w h i t e  l i n e  on t h e  
r o a d
s h o u l d e r .  Now, many d r i v e r s  a p p a r e n t l y  t h i n k  t h a t  b i k i n g  i s  a l s o  
d a n g e r o u s  on
t h e  r o a d s .  S h o u ld  we f o r b i d  b i k i n g  as  w e l l ?  I  t h i n k  t h a t  m any d r i v e r s  
a r e
s t a r t i n g  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r o a d s  s h o u l d  be  a  d o m a in e  f o r  c a r s  o n l y ,  so  
t h a t
i t  i s  m o re  p e r m i s s i b l e  t o  d r i v e  f a s t e r ,  m o re  r e c k l e s s l y ,  a n d  w i t h o u t  
h a v i n g  t o
v / o r r y  a b o u t  h i t t i n g  a r o l l e r s k i e r ,  b i k e r  o r ,  e v e n ,  a  w a l k i n g  p e r s o n .  I s  
t h i s
r i g h t ?  S h o u ld  e v e r y b o d y  a d j u s t  t h e i r  e x e r c i s i n g  a n d  c o m m u tin g  h a b i t s  so  
t h a t
d r i v e r s  c a n  d r i v e  w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  a n y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n s ?

A f t e r  t h e  i n s i d e n t  w h e r e  UAF s k i e r s  w e r e  t r a n s p o r t e d  w i t h  T r o o p e r s  f r o m  
P e a r l
C r e e k ,  o n e  o f  t h e  t r o o p e r s  t a l k e d  a b o u t  how t h e  r o l l e r s k i i n g  on  t h a t  
r o a d  was
g o i n g  t o  k i l l  som eone o n e  d a y  s i n c e  p e o p l e  w e r e  s p e e d i n g  a n d  d r u n k  
d r i v i n g
t h e r e ! ! I  t h i n k  t h a t  i s  a f u n d a m e n t a l l y  w ro n g  way o f  l o o k i n g  a t  i t ,  
s i n c e  t h a t
a c t u a l l y  e x c u s e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  p e o p l e  a r e  d r u n k  d r i v i n g  a n d  s p e e d i n g  on  
t h a t
r o a d .  I f  t h e  t r o o p e r s  a l r e a d y  knew  t h a t ,  p e r h a p s  t h e y  s h o u l d  f o c u s  m ore  
on
c a t c h i n g  t h o s e  d r u n k  d r i v e r s  a n d  s p e e d i n g  c a r s  i n s t e a d  o f  ju m p i n g  i n  
f r o n t  o f
a r o l l e r s k i e r  c o m in g  down a h i l l  d u r i n g  a w o r k o u t .  ( T h a t  i n s i d e n t  
r e p r e s e n t
t h e  o n l y  a c c i d e n t  we h a d  on  t h e  UAF te a m  so f a r ,  a n d  i r o n i c a l l y  i t  was  
o n l y
b e c a u s e  t h e  T r o o p e r  was t r y i n g  t o  " p r e v e n t "  an  a c c i d e n t ) .

A l l  i n  a l l ,  I  t h i n k  t h a t  t o  f o r b i d  r o l l e r s k i e r s  on t h e  r o a d  w i l l  be t h e  
b e g i n n i n g  o f  s o m t h in g  t h a t  i n  t h e  lo n g  r u n  w i l l  make f o r  m o re  d a n g e r o u s  
r o a d s
a n d  m o re  r e c k l e s s  d r i v i n g .  M o re  r e s o u r c e s  s h o u l d  be d e l e g a t e d  t o  t h e  
r e a l
p r o b l e m s  a s  f a r  a s  r o  .u s a f e t y ,  s u c h  a s  d r u n k  d r i v i n g  an d  s p e e d  c o n t r o l .

S i n c e r e l y ,
S i g n d  A as  
UAF S k i  Team
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roller skiing

S u b j e c t :  r o l l e r s k i i n g

D a t e :  Mon, 2 3  Feb 2 0 0 4  0 7 : 2 5 : 2 9  - 0 9 0 0  

F r o m :  "Faryniarz, Kathy" <KFarynia@provak.org>
T o :  "'Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us'" <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>

P l e a s e  s u p p o r t  r o l l e r  s k i i n g  on a l a s k a ' s  r o a d s  I t  i s  c r i t i c a l  f o r  t r a i n i n g  
e s p  t h o s e  a t h l e t e s  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t  us n a t i o n a l l y  an d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l l y  T h a n k s  
K a t h y  F a r y r i i a r z

T h i s  m e s s a g e  i s  i n t e n d e d  f o r  t h e  s o l e  u s e  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  whom i t  i s  
a d d r e s s e d  an d  may c o n t a i n  i n f o r m a t i o n  t h a t  i s  p r i v i l e g e d ,  c o n f i d e n t i a l  an d  
e x e m p t f r o m  d i s c l o s u r e  u n d e r  a p p l i c a b l e  l a w .  I f  y o u  a r e  n o t  t h e  a d d r e s s e e  
y o u  a r e  h e r e b y  n o t i f i e d  t h a t  y o u  may n o t  u s e ,  c o p y ,  d i s c l o s e ,  o r  d i s t r i b u t e  
t o  a n y o n e  t h e  m e s s a g e  o r  a n y  i n f o r m a t i o n  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  m e s s a g e .  I f  y o u  
h a v e  r e c e i v e d  t h i s  m e s s a g e  i n  e r r o r ,  p l e a s e  i m m e d i a t e l y  a d v i s e  t h e  s e n d e r  by  
r e p l y  e m a i l  an d  d e l e t e  t h i s  m e s s a g e .

I o fl 2/23/2004 9:25 AM

mailto:KFarynia@provak.org
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us


Steve & Karen Clautice 
1465 Hans Way 
Fairbanks, AK 99708 
February 23, 2004

Dear Legislators,

We are writing in support o f  SB 327.

Alaska is home to past, present and future Olympic cross country skiers. UAF ski team 
took home medals from the NCAA national competition last year. Alaska High School 
skiers medalled last spring in the US Junior Olympics in Fairbanks and placed first with 
their relay team. To reach this level, incredible commitment and physical effort is 
required to put in more than 600 hours o f  structured workouts a year. Roller skiing (on 
long, rolling, and smooth roads) is an essential part o f  their workout schedule.

SB 327 would allow our athletes to complete their necessary training while aJdressing 
safety concerns. It would help maintain Alaska’s prominence in a sport that is uniquely 
suited to our environment and offers so much to the State.

We urge your support o f  SB 327.

Sincerely,

Karen & Steve Clautice



FW: rollerskiing

S u b j e c t :  F W :  r o l l e r s k i i n g

D a t e :  Tue, 24 Feb 2004 07:38:49 -0900 
F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>

T o :  '"Brian E. Hove'" <Brian_Hove@Legis.state.ak.us>

 Original Message.......
F ro m : The Gunkel Family [ m a ilto :m fgun@ gci.net] 
S e n t: Tuesday, February 24, 2004 6:39 AM 
T o : b ill.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu 
S u b je c t:  rollerskiing

Hello,

I would like to show  m y support fo r rollerskiing in Anchorage, or fo r that m atter in A laska. It is an im portant way to 
train in the sum m er m onths. Thanks fo r your attention to th is m atter. M ichele Gunkel

mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
mailto:Brian_Hove@Legis.state.ak.us
mailto:mfgun@gci.net
mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu


SB 327

S u b j e c t :  S B  3 2 7

D a t e :  Tue, 24 Feb 2004 09:24:30 -0900 
F r o m :  "Jon Quinn-Hurst" <jqhurst@alaskapacific.edu>

T o :  <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>

Dear Senator Seekins,

Thank You for subm itting the legislation regarding legalizing roller skiing in A laska, SB 327.

The development o f top level cross country ski athletes depends on quality dry land training, which 
includes many hours of roller skiing during the spring, summer and fall. The ongoing development of 
Olympic caliber athletes is a primary goal of the APU Nordic Ski Center, and it is essential that athletes be 
able to legally train on the shoulders of the public roads in Alaska.

Alaska has a long and proud history of supporting and producing top level cross country ski athletes, all of 
whom have depended upon the ability to roller ski in the non-winter months. In the 2002 Olympics, 25% 
of the U.S. Nordic Olympic team trained in the APUNSC program in Anchorage, all having benefited from 
the ability to roller ski in the off season. Additionally, three other top Alaska skiers represented the U.S. 
on fhe Nordic teams. Top level college athletes at UAF, UAA, and APU rely on the ability to dry land 
train by roller skiing. It is done with safety in mind. Risk management is always a priority. Our program 
insists that the athletes follow the simple rules of the road, the same as bicyclists, and that they wear safety 
gear, especially helmets.

Your support in passing this legislation will help to assure that the legacy of the development of Olympic 
athletes can continue in Alaska, legally.

Sincerely,

Jon Quinn-Hurst 
8242 Parkridge Circle 
Anchorage, AK 99507 
h. 907-5612-5444

APU Nordic Ski C enter 

907-564-8328
« J o n  Q uinn-H urst (E -m a il) .v c f»

Jon Quinn-Hurst (E-mail) < jqhurst@ala.skapacific.edu>

l of 2 2/27/2004 2:51 PM

mailto:jqhurst@alaskapacific.edu
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:jqhurst@ala.skapacific.edu


SB327

S u b j e c t :  S B 3 2 7

D a t e :  Wed, 2 5  Feb 2 0 0 4  0 0 : 0 6 : 1 6  - 0 0 0 0

F r o m :  Nugent Nicholas J DPW FWA ENG <nickolas.nugent@us.army.mil>
T o :  Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us 

CC: bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu

D e a r  S e n .  S e e k i n s ;

I  w i s h  t o  t h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  e f f o r t s  i n  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  t h i s  
l e g i s l a t i o n .  T h o u g h  I  may n e v e r  h a v e  n e e d  t o  r o l l e r  s k i  i t  i s  o f  i n e s t i m a b l e  
v a l u e  t o  t h o s e  p u r s u i n g  a g o a l  o f  b e i n g  a w o r l d  c l a s s  c o m p e t i t o r .  As m o re  i s  
p u b l i s h e d  o n  t h e  v a l u e  o f  t h i s  t y p e  o f  o f f  s e a s o n  t r a i n i n g  t h e  i n t e r e s t  w i l l  
c o n t i n u e  t o  g r o w .  As a summer b i c y c l i s t  I  h a v e  s e e n  f i r s t  h a n d  t h a t  n o t  a l l  
o f  o u r  b i k e  t r a i l s  a r e  a b l e  t o  f u n c t i o n  a s  r o l l e r  s k i  t r a i l s .  I  a l s o  do n o t  
m in d  s h a r i n g  t h e  r o a d  w i t h  n o n  m o t o r i z e d  t r a f f i c .  I  am l o o k i n g  f o r w a r d  t o  
t h e  a d v a n c e  o f  t h i s  l e g i s l a t i o n .  A g a i n  t h a n k s  f o r  y o u r  e f f o r t s  t o  s u p p o r t  
o u r  l o c a l  s k i e r s  a n d  t h e i r  e n d e a v o r s .

N i c k o l a s  N u g e n t  
F a i r b a n k s  AK

mailto:nickolas.nugent@us.army.mil
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us
mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu


SB 327 hearing on Thursday February 25

S u b j e c t :  S B  3 2 7  h e a r i n g  o n  T h u r s d a y  F e b r u a r y  2 5  

D a t e :  Wed, 25 Feb 2004 12:03:26 -0900 
F r o m :  "Jim Mery" <MERYJ@doyon.com>

T o :  <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>

Senator Seekins:

Recentiy I sent you a letter in support of SB 327 on behalf the Nordic Ski C lub of Fairbanks. The purpose of this 
note is to let you know that m any in support of SB 327 will not be able to attend the hearing tom orrow, including 
myself, due to a conflict with a m ajor ski com petition at the sam e time.

Tom orrow  afternoon is the start of the three day A laska State High School Ski Cham pionships. The Nordic Ski Club 
of Fairbanks, the Fairbanks North Star Borough and School D istrict are putting on these races at the Birch Hill here 
in Fairbanks. About 200 student athletes, plus their coaches and m any parents will be at the races. Several dozen 
of our 900 strong ski c lub m em bers will also be helping. Undoubtedly, there is strong support for SB 327 within this 
one group of skiers.

Thanks again fo r your support.

Jim  Mery 

President

Nordic Ski C lub of Fairbanks

I o fl 2/27/2004 3 .06 PM

mailto:MERYJ@doyon.com
mailto:Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us


FW: Loner of support for SB 327

S u b j e c t :  F W :  L e t t e r  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  S B  327 
D a t e :  Wed, 25 Feb 2004 08:19:05 -0900 

F r o m :  "bill mcdonnell" <bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu>
T o :  "'Brian E. Hove'" <Brian_Hove@Legis.state.ak.us>

— Original Message—
From: diana evans [ m ailto:e2solutions@ gci.net] 
S e n t: Tuesday, February 24, 2004 10:55 PM 
To: bill.m cdonnell@ uaf.edu 
S u b je c t :  Letter o f support fo r SB 327

Dear Legislators,

I strongly support the adoption o f SB327. Alaska has a great h istory o f producing cross-country ski athletes from  
high school com petitors to O lym pic athletes. Roller-skiing is a necessary training €;lement and since we in Alaska do 
not have dedicated off-road roller-skiing training facilities like European countries, it is necessary to use other paved 
surfaces such as roads. I have often rollerskied on roads safely, and hope that cross-country ski com m unity can 
continue to do so with the passage o f SB 327. W e should encourage physical activ ity in every form  possible, for the 
health and well-being of our citizens.

907-301-5927

of 2

Diana J. Evans PE <e2solutions@izci.nct>
P res id en t
e2 Solutions, Inc

2/25/2004 10:09 AM

mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
mailto:Brian_Hove@Legis.state.ak.us
mailto:e2solutions@gci.net
mailto:bill.mcdonnell@uaf.edu
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SB 327 Testimony

S u b j e c t :  S B  3 2 7  T e s t i m o n y

D a t e :  Sat, 28 Feb 2004 17:31:19 -0900 
F r o m :  "Bruce Miller" <MILLERB@doyon.com>

T o :  <Senator_Ralph_Seekins@legis.state.ak.us>

S e n a t o r  S e e k i n s ,

Due t o  an  u n f o r t u n a t e  m ix u p  r e g a r d i n g  t h e  t i m i n g  o f  t h e  o p e n  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  S B 327 , I  
was n o t  a b l e  t o  a t t e n d .  I  h a d  b e e n  a s k e d  b y  B i l l  M c D o n e l l ,  h e a d  c o a c h  o f  t h e  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  F a i r b a n k s  s k i  te a m  t o  p r e s e n t  w r i t t e n  t e s t i m o n y  on h i s  b e h a l f .  
P l e a s e  f i n d  h i s  t e s t i m o n y  a t t a c h e d  t o  t h i s  e - m a i l .  A d d t i o n a l l y ,  I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  
o u t  some f a c t s  t h a t  may h a v e  n o t  b e e n  b r o u g h t  t o  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n :

1 :  T e n  A l a s k a n s  w e r e  c h o s e n  t o  c o m p e te  i n  t h e 2 0 0 2  S a l t  L a k e  O ly m p ic  Games, E i g h t  who 
w e r e  i n  N o r d i c  S k i i n g  ( i n c l u d i n g  F a i r b a n k s '  own A e l i n  P e t e r s o n )  o r  B i a t h l o n .  
R o l l e r s k i i n g  f a c t o r s  h e a v i l y  i n  t h e i r  t r a i n i n g .

2 :  A p e r f e c t  a c k n o w le d g e m e n t  t o  A l a s k a ' s  p r o w e s s  a s  a p r o d u c e r  o f  e x c e p t i o n a l  n o r d i c  
t a l e n t  i s  t h e  name o f  t h e  te a m  t i t l e  g i v e n  t o  t h e  h i g h e s t  s c o r i n g  te a m  a t  t h e  U n i t e d  
S t a t e s  S k i  A s s o c i a t i o n  J u n i o r  N a t i o n a l s :  t h e  A l a s k a  C u p .  T h i s  i s  d ue  t o  t h e  
d o m i n a t i n g  p r e s e n c e  A l a s k a  h a s  h a d  i n  t h e  n a t i o n a l  a r e n a .  A l a s k a  i s  b y  f a r  t h e  
w i n n i n g e s t  r e g i o n  i n  t h e  C u p 's  h i s t o r y ,  w i n n i n g  13 o f  t h e  l a s t  15 y e a r s .

3 : A l a s k a ' s  r e p u t a t i o n  f o r  f i n e  s k i i n g  c o n d i t i o n s  a n d  w arm  h o s p i t a l i t y  h a v e  e n a b l e d  
t h e  s t a t e  t o  h o s t  J u n i o r ,  S e n i o r  an d  M a s t e r  N a t i o n a l s  s e v e r a l  t i m e s  i n  r e c e n t  
h i s t o r y .  T h e s e  e v e n t s  b r i n g  a t r e m e n d o u s  n u m b e r  o f  p e o p l e  t o  t h e  S t a t e  an d  p r o v i d e  a 
s i g n i f i c a n t  w i n t e r  s e a s o n  boom t o  t h e  l o c a l  eco n o m y .

4 :  Due t o  o u r  e a r l y  s n o w f a l l  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  r e s t  o f  t h e  U . S . ,  we a r e  a m ecca f o r  
n a t i o n a l  team s  f r o m  s e v e r a l  c o u n t r i e s  as  w e l l  a s  f a c t o r y  te a m s  t o  come a n d  c o n d u c t  
e a r l y  s e a s o n  t r a i n i n g  b e f o r e  m a j o r  n a t i o n a l  an d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  c o m p e t i t i o n s .  T h i s  
a g a i n  p r o v i d e s  a n  e c o n o m ic  b o o s t  t o  l o c a l  e c o n o m ie s  as  w e l l  a s  p r o v i d i n g  an  u n m a tc h e d  
s t i m u l u s  f o r  l o c a l  y o u t h  whom h a v e  a c c e s s  t o  t h e s e  n a t i o n a l / i n t e r n a t i o n a l  s k i e r s  
t h a t  t h e y  r e a d  a b o u t  i n  h e a d l i n e s  a n d  w a t c h  on t e l e v i s i o n .

S e n a t o r  S e e k i n s ,  t h e  a b i l i t y  f o r  o u r  s k i e r s  t o  b e  a b l e  t o  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  
c a r d i o v a s c u l a r  a n d  t e c h n i q u e  b a s e  t h r o u g h  r o l l e r s k i i n g  i s  p a r a m o u n t  t o  m a i n t a i n i n g  
t h e  s u c c e s s e s  I  h a v e  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e .  T he  r o a d s  a r e  a l r e a d y  o p en  t o  b i c y c l i s t s .  A l l  
we a s k  i s  t h a t  t h e  same c o n s i d e r a t i o n  be  g i v e n  t o  a g r o u p  o f  p e o p l e  t h a t  h a v e  b r o u g h t  
h o n o r  and  i n t e g r i t y  a s  w e l l  as  s i g n i f i c a n t  o f f s e a s o n  d o l l a r s  t o  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a .

S i n c e r e l y ,
B ru c e  M i l l e r
Mem ber o f  N o r d i c  S k i  C l u b  o f  F a i r b a n k s
Member o f  N o r d i c  S k i  A s s o c i a t i o n  o f  A n c h o r a g e
F o r m e r  member o f  L a t h r o p  H ig h  S c h o o l  S k i  Team
F o r m e r  mem ber o f  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  A l a s k a ,  F a i r b a n k s  S k i  Team
3 t i m e  mem ber o f  t h e  A l a s k a  J u n i o r  N a t i o n a l  S k i  Team
7 y e a r  C oach  o f  F a i r b a n k s  J u n i o r  N o r d i c s

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
F ro m : J im  M e r y
S e n t :  Wed 2 / 2 5 / 2 0 0 4  1 1 : 4 4  AM
T o :  B ru c e  M i l l e r
C c :
S u b j e c t :  FW: T e s t i m o n y

B r u c e ,  H e r e  i s  t h e  t e s t i m o n y  y o u  n e e d  t o  r e a d  i n t o  t h e  r e c o r d  on  B i l l a f T ' s
b e h a l f .
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L a n d s  a n d  N a t u r a l  R e s o u r c e s

D o y o n , L i m i t e d

F a i r b a n k s ,  A l a s k a

9 0 7 - 4 5 9 - 2 0 3 9

9 0 7 - 4 5 9 - 2 0 6 2  f a x

m e r y j  @ do yo n . com

James Mery

S e n io r  V ic e  P re s id e n t

 O r i g i n a l  M e s s a g e ----------
F rom : b i l l  m c d o n n e l l  [ m a i l t o : b i l l . m c d o n n e l l @ u a f . e d u ] 
S e n t :  W e d n e s d a v , F e b r u a r y  2 5 ,  2 0 0 4  1 1 : 3 9  AM 
T o :  J im  M e r y  
S u b j e c t :  T e s t i m o n y

H i  J im ,

A t t a c h e d  i s  a  s h o r t  s t a t e m e n t  w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  my t h o u g h t s  on  
r o l l e r - s k i i n g .  I  k e p t  t h e  com m ents b r i e f ;  a s  I  am s u r e  t h a t  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  nany 
l o o k i n g  t o  make co m m ent. I f  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  p r e s e n t s  i t s e l f  a n d  yo u  be 1 '.eve  i t  w i l l  
be  b e n e f i c i a l  t o  t h e  c a u s e ,  p l e a s e  h a v e  my com m ents w i t h  r e g a r d s  t o  t h i s  i s s u e  
e n t e r e d  a s  t e s t i m o n y  d u r i n g  t h e  h e a r i n g .

T h a n k s ,

B i l l
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As today’s ’ important hearing proceeds, I am on my way to Michigan with ten o f  
Alaska’s finest student-athletes. Employed as the Head Ski Coach for the University o f  
Alaska-Fairbanks, I have been fortunate to be a member o f  the Alaskan ski community 
for the past five years. During that time I have had the distinct pleasure o f  being 
involved with nearly forty different student-athletes. Some o f  these athletes have 
represented Alaska in the highest levels o f  collegiate competition at the NCAA 
Championships, internationally in the World Junior Championships and World Under-23 
Championships, and most recently on the World Cup. All have represented the 
University and the State o f  Alaska with distinction.

I can without a doubt say that the achievements o f  these athletes have been made 
possible in large part due to the ability o f  these athletes to make roller-skiing a significant 
part o f  their off-season training. No other training activity simulates skiing as 
realistically and specifically as roller-skiing. Taking away a cross-country athletes’ 
training tool o f  rollerskiing by banning the activity, or forcing those that desire to 
rollerski onto bike paths in ill-repair, insures that the State o f  Alaska would be doing their 
utmost to handicap the ability o f  our athletes to continue to represent our State with 
distinction.

As a skier, a member o f  the Alaskan ski community, and a citizen o f this great 
state, I ask you to support the continuation o f  Alaska’s tremendous skiing achievements 
and pass Senate Bill 327.

Thank you,

Honor?b!e Senators,

Bill McDonnell
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u « r ,  u h h  = ,K iers 1 - 2  a t  N C A A  m e e t
C L A S S IC A L : A a s , K a e m p f  b e a t  t h e  h e a t  t o  d o m in a t e ;  U A A  f in is h e s  6 th .
By M ATT N EVALA 
A n c h o ra g e  D a ily  N ew s 
(Published: March 14, 2004)

T e m p e ra tu re s  h o v e re d  a b o v e  50  d e g re e s  S a tu rd a y  as s k ie rs  in th e  
w o m e n 's  c la s s ic a l race  a t th e  NCAA C h a m p io n s h ip s  tru c k e d  th e ir  
w a y  a lo n g  th e  1 5 -k ilo m e te r  c o u rs e  in  T ru c k e e , C a lif. T h e  h e a t 
m a d e  th e  in ta k e  o f  f lu id s  a h u g e  p r io r i ty .

"W e  g a v e  th e m  s e v e ra l fe e d s , lik e  fo u r  o r  f iv e , "  UAA co ach  G reg  
C ress  s a id  b y  te le p h o n e . "W e  had  to  ke e p  th e m  h y d ra te d ."

A n d  i t  w o rk e d . A la s k a  s k ie rs  d ra n k  w e ll a n d  race d  e v e n  b e t te r .

UAF s e n io r  S ig r id  A as, o f  N o rw a y , a n d  UAA s o p h o m o re  M a n d y  
K a e m p f, o f  G e rm a n y , f in is h e d  1 -2  fo r  th e  s e co n d  t im e  in  tw o  races  
a t th e  c h a m p io n s h ip s . A nd  fo u r  o th e rs  - -  Z a ch  V io le t t ,  E ric  S tra b e l 
and  S a ra h  H an sen  o f  UAA a n d  F a irb a n k s ' Jesse C a r ls tro m  o f  th e  
U n iv e rs ity  o f  N e va d a  - -  jo in e d  A as a n d  K a e m p f as A ll-A m e r ic a n s  
on  th e  f in a l d a y  o f  th e  c h a m p io n s h ip s .

UAA coach Trond F lagstad hugs 
UAA sk ier Brent Knight after 

Saturday's 20-K classic race. Knight 
fin ished in 16th place. (Photo by 

Emma Garrard /  Anchorage Daily 
News)

Click on photo to enlarge

A as c la im e d  th e  N a n o o k s ' se con d  in d iv id u a l c h a m p io n s h ip  tw o  d a y s  a f te r  sh e  e a rn e d  th e  f ir s t  o ne . 
S he  e d g e d  K a e m p f d o w n  th e  s tre tc h  to  w in  th e  c la s s ic a l t i t le  in  53  m in u te s , 4  se co n d s .

K a e m p f f in is h e d  in  5 3 :1 2 .  In  tw o  se a so n s , sh e  has b e e n  th e  n a t io n a l ru n n e r-u p  in th re e  race s .

" I 'm  a l i t t le  d is a p p o in te d  beca use  w e  w e re  s k iin g  to g e th e r  in to  th e  s ta d iu m ,"  K a e m p f s a id  o f 
S a tu rd a y 's  b a tt le  w ith  A as . "S h e  p u lle d  a w a y  fro m  m e  r ig h t  a t th e  e n d ."

K a e m p f s a id  th e  w e a th e r  c o n d it io n s  d id n 't  h e lp  a n y o n e .

" I t  w a s  re a lly  h o t, and  th e  s n o w  w a s  re a lly  w e t , "  sh e  s a id . "B u t  th e  g o o d  th in g  is e v e ry o n e  has to  go 
th ro u g h  it .  You ju s t  h a v e  to  be re a lly  h a rd  on  y o u rs e lf . "

Aas a n d  K a e m p f w e re n 't  A la s k a 's  lon e  A ll-A m e r ic a n s  ( to p -1 0  f in is h e rs ) .  H an sen , a ju n io r  fro m  
W a s illa , f in is h e d  n in th  in  th e  w o m e n 's  race  ( 5 3 :4 6 ) .

V io le t t  ( 5 3 :2 2 )  ca m e  in  fo u r th  in  th e  m e n 's  2 0 -K , C a r ls tro m  ( 5 3 :4 0 )  o f  F a irb a n k s  fin is h e d  e ig h th  and  
S tra b e l ( 5 3 :4 7 )  w as  n in th .  U ta h 's  H e n n in g  D y b e n d a i w o n  in 5 3 :1 1 .

I t  w a s  a b ig  w e e k  fo r  V io le t t ,  w h o  p la ced  s e v e n th  in  T h u rs d a y 's  1 0 -K  fre e s ty le  ra ce . H is S a tu rd a y  
f in is h  m ig h t  h a ve  been  e v e n  b e t te r  i f  n o t fo r  a m is h a p  m id w a y  th ro u g h  th e  race .

"Z a c h  w a s  tr ip p e d  up  a n d  fe ll a b o u t s e v e n  o r  e ig h t k i lo m e te rs  in , "  C re ss  s a id . "H e  ta n g le d  up  w ith  a 
g u y  a n d  fe ll f ro m  fo u r th  to  1 3 th . B u t he  fo u g h t  b a c k  a n d  had  ju s t  an  in c re d ib le  ra c e ."
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U AA, w h ic h  q u a lif ie d  10 s k ie rs  (s ix  n o rd ic  and  fo u r  a lp in e )  fo r  th e  c h a m p io n s h ip s , e x te n d e d  its  s tr in g  
o f  to p -1 0  te a m  fin is h e s  to  20  s t ra ig h t .  C o m p e tin g  a g a in s t s c h o o ls  w ith  11 o r  th e  m a x im u m  12  s k ie rs  
in th e  f ie ld , th e  S e a w o lv e s  f in is h e d  s ix th  w ith  5 0 4  p o in ts . I t  w a s  U A A 's  b e s t f in is h  s ince  a se con d  
s t r a ig h t  f i f th -p la c e  p e r fo rm a n c e  in  1 9 9 8 .

"O u r  b ig  g o a l w as  to  f in is h  in th e  to p  fiv e , and  w e  k n o w  it  w o u ld  be m o re  o f  a re a lis t ic  g o a l i f  w e 
c o u ld  q u a lify  a fu ll te a m ,"  C ress s a id . "B u t w e 're  p re t ty  th r i l le d . "

N ew  M e x ico  w o n  th e  n a tio n a l c h a m p io n s h ip  w ith  6 2 3  p o in ts . UAF f in is h e d  1 0 th  w ith  2 1 9  p o in ts .

D a ily  N ew s re p o r te r  M a tt N eva la  can  be re a c h e d  a t  m n e v a la @ a d n .c o m  o r  2 5 7 -4 3 3 5 .

N C AA S k i C h a m p io n s h ip s  

A t T ru c k e e , C a lif.

F ina l T e a m  S ta n d in g s

1) N ew  M ex ico  6 2 3 ; 2 ) U tah  5 8 1 ; 3 )  D e n v e r  5 6 8 ; 4 )  C o lo ra d o  5 6 4 ; 5 )  V e rm o n t 5 3 3 .5 ; 6 )  UAA 5 0 4 ; 
7 ) M id d le b u ry  4 9 5 .5 ;  8 )  D a r tm o u th  3 9 1 ; 9 )  N e va d a  3 8 3 ; 1 0 ) UAF 2 1 9 ; 1 1 ) C o lb y  2 1 0 .5 ; 12 ) 
N o r th e rn  M ich ig a n  1 9 8 .5 ; 1 3 ) W illia m s  1 7 8 ; 1 4 ) N ew  H a m p s h ire  1 4 9 ; 1 5 ) M o n ta n a  S ta te  1 2 7 ; 16 ) 
W e s te rn  S ta te  1 1 0 ; 1 7 ) Bo ise  S ta te  6 7 ; 1 8 ) W h itm a n  6 2 ; 19 ) H a rv a rd  4 0 ; 2 0 )  B a te s  2 7 ; 2 1 ) 
M ic h ig a n  T ech  1 1 ; 2 2 ) W is c o n s in -G re e n  B ay  1.

S a tu rd a y 's  N o rd ic  c la ss ica l races

W o m e n

15 k ilo m e te rs

1) S ig r id  A a s , UAF, 5 3 :0 4 ;  2 ) M a n d y  K a e m p f, UAA, 5 3 :1 2 ;  3 ) T r in e  L u n d a m o , N ew  M e x ico , 5 3 :2 1 . 
O t h e r  A la s k a  f in is h e r s  — 8 ) S a ra h  H a n se n , UAA, 5 3 :4 6 ;  1 5 ) T a ra  H a m ilto n , D e n v e r, 5 4 :4 5 ;  1 6 ) 
N ico le  D e y o n g , UAA, 5 4 :4 6 ;  2 3 ) E m m a  G a rra rd , N e v a d a , 5 5 :4 3 ;  2 8 ) J o h a n n a  T u ru n e n , UAF, 5 5 :2 8 ;  
3 2 ) C h r is s y  M ay, D a r tm o u th , 5 6 :4 9 ;  3 4 ) S ig r id  L a g e r fe lt ,  UAF, 5 7 :1 1 .

M en

20  k ilo m e te rs

1) H e n n in g  D y b e n d a l, U ta h , 5 3 :1 1 ;  2 )  T o r  E rik  S c h je lle ru d , C o lo ra d o , 5 3 :1 6 ;  3 ) G e ir -e n d re  R ogn ,
N ew  M e x ic o , 5 3 :2 1 . O th e r  A la s k a  f in is h e r s  - -  8 )  Jesse  C a r ls tro m , N e va d a , 5 3 :4 0 ;  9 ) E ric  S tra b e l, 
UAA, 5 3 :4 7 ;  16) B re n t K n ig h t, UAA, 5 4 :4 4 ;  1 8 ) E rik  W ic k s tro m , UAF, 5 5 :2 5 ;  3 2 ) Jo na s  T e t lie , UAF, 
5 9 :1 2 ;  3 7 )  A n d e rs  H a u g e n , W illia m s , 1 :0 3 :0 1 .
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