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Representative Jim Holm
STATE OF ALASKA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

119 N. Cushman State Capitol
Fairbanks, AK 99701 Juneau, AK 99801

TEL 456-7423, FAX 451-9293 TEL 465-3466, FAX 465-2937

February 6,2003 

House Transportation Committee Hearing

H o u s e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  3

Re lating to econ om ic  deve lopm en t generated  by new road  con stru c tion  and to  the design  and 
constru c tion  o f the Hot Sp ring s  L oop  Road  to  connec t Chena Hot S p rin g s  and C irc le  Hot Sp ring s .

This first committee hearing on HCR 3 is for fact-finding only - to hear opinions and ideas 
from people who would be affected by construction of a road connecting Chena Hot Springs 
to Circle Hot Springs.
We do not intend to move the resolution out o f committee a t this time but merely 
to present the concept to the public.

There are many worthwhile road construction projects currently under consideration to 
improve Alaska's highway infrastructure. HCR 3 does not intend to give preference to any 
one project. Instead it aims to identify and evaluate one project that could significantly 
improve the quality of life and potential for development in Alaska.
This resolution opens the door and encourages discussion on a "Hot Springs Loop Road” to 
determine its feasibility, practicality, and benefit for the region.
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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-TH IRD LEGISLATURE - F IRST SESSION
B Y  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  H O L M ,  F a t e

I n t r o d u c e d :  1/21/03 
R e f e r r e d :  T r a n s p o r t a t i o n

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 3

A RESO LU T IO N

1 Relating to economic development generated by new road construction and to the design

2 and construction o f the Hot Springs Loop Road to connect Chena Hot Springs and

3 C ircle Hot Springs.

4 BE IT  RESO LVED  BY  THE LEG ISLA TU RE  O F TH E  STATE O F  ALASKA :

5 W HEREAS new roads are needed to connect communities with the resources that
6 create the increased potential for commercial, industrial, recreational, and social activities for
7 residents and visitors; and
8 W HEREAS new local roads will allow Alaskans to get to local schools and health
9 facilities and to quickly respond to local emergency situations; and

10 W HEREAS improving the transportation infrastructure in Alaska is vital to the
11 economic growth and prosperity o f the state; and
12 W HEREAS Alaska is the largest state in the Union, comprising one-fifth o f  the total
13 area o f  the continental United States, yet Alaska has barely 2,000 miles o f  roadways, less than
14 the state o f  Vermont; and
15 W HEREAS the proposed Hot Springs Loop Road from Chena Hot Springs to Circle
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1 Hot Springs will complete a transportation loop connecting Fairbanks and the two resort areas
2 and will open areas o f Interior Alaska for residents and visitors to explore, enjoy, and
3 develop; and
4 W HEREAS the Hot Springs Loop Road would connect the Steese Highway with the
5 Chena Hot Springs Road either through or around the Steese National Conservation Area; and
6 W HEREAS the Hot Springs Loop Road will allow residents and tourists an
7 opportunity to drive the scenic loop between Fairbanks and the resort areas at Chena Hot
8 Springs and Circle Hot Springs; and
9 W HEREAS the Hot Springs Loop Road will foster increased outdoor activities, new

10 tourism ventures, and economic growth in Interior Alaska;
11 BE IT  RESOLVED  that the Alaska State Legislature recognizes that the economic
12 development activity generated by the construction o f new roads is important to the growth
13 and prosperity o f  the state; and be it
14 FURTH ER  RESO LVED  that the Alaska State Legislature supports the design and
15 construction o f the Hot Springs Loop Road to provide a scenic loop route to connect
16 Fairbanks an^ die resort areas at Chena Hot Springs and Circle Hot Springs.



S e n a t e  C o n c u r r e n t  R e s o l u t i o n  1
Sponsor Statement

“Relating to economic development generated by new road construction and to the 
design and construction of the Hot Springs Loop Road to connect Chena Hot 
Springs and Circle Hot Springs. “

SCR I is submitted to recognize the potential fo r advancing economic development in Interior Alaska.

New roads are key to the advancement o f our State’ s infrastructure. The opportunities for long-term 
economic growth presented by extending the Chena Hot Springs Road to Circle Hot Springs via the 
Steese Highway are intuitive.

Specifically, this resolution addresses the following:

1) There is a great deal o f tourism activity at both Chena and Circle Hot Springs. Connecting the 
two sites would spur further tourism activity at both locations, and potentially at new sites 
established along the way.

2) Local residents also frequent these locations, not only to enjoy the hot springs’ utilities, but also 
to access fishing, hunting, camping and hiking locations en route to the irrespective 
destinations. Extending the road to form a loop would clearly extend and improve access to 
these Alaskan resources and pastimes.

3) 'flic increased traffic along this Loop Road would lend itself to increased commercial and 
industrial activities, including resource extraction and the entrepreneurial ventures, targeting 
both local and tourism markets, thus promoting job  opportunities and long-term economic 
growth to the area and to the Slate.

There are many worthwhile road construction projects currently under consideration to improve 
A laska’ s highway infrastructure. SCR 1 does not intend to give preference to any one project. Instead 
it aims to identify and evaluate one project that would significantly improve the quality o f life and 
potential fo r development in Interior Alaska. This resolution is further intended to open the door for 
and encourage discussion on a Loop Road idea in order to determine its feasibility, practicality, and 
cost-to-bencfil analysis fo r the region.

Please support the Interior Delegation by passing this forward-thinking resolution.



Sincerely,

Kara Moriarty 
President/CEO

R E AT E R * ^ A I R B A N k  S Cushman s t Suite 2D Fairbanks, AK 99701-4665
phone: (907) 452-1105, fax: (907) 456-6968

e-mail: staffi@fairbanksdiambcr.org 
website; www.fairbanVsdwniber.orx
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February 5,2003

Representative Jim. Holm 
State Capitol-Room 110 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182̂

Dear R ep r^a^^e^M m T "

On behalf of the Board of Directors and over 750 business members of 
the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce, I would like to offer our 
wholehearted support for HCR 3, a resolution of support for the construction 
of new roads to stimulate economic development and for the design and 
construction of a scenic loop road connecting Chena Hot Springs and Circle 
Hot Springs.

This fall, the Greater Fairbanks Chamber of Commerce met with 
officials from the Fairbanks North Star Borough, the City of Fairbanks, the 
City of North Pole, and the Interior Delegation to discuss needed 
transportation projects for Interior Alaska* These groups agreed upon a list 
of thirteen projects consisting of long-term conceptual plans for 
transportation infrastructure and needed upgrade and maintenance projects.

Of those projects, a loop road between Chena Hot Spring Road and 
Circle Hot Springs was listed as an identified project that would have long­
term benefits for Interior Alaska. The proposed loop road would further 
enhance the tourism market to Chena and Circle Hot Springs, as well as 
attract more tourists in the winter for viewing of the aurora borealis.

Thank you for sponsoring HCR 3. We strongly encourage the passage 
of this resolution- If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me at 
907-452-1105.

mailto:staffi@fairbanksdiambcr.org
http://www.fairbanVsdwniber.orx
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