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HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

()
Date Referred to Committee: February 24,2003 FURTHER REFERRALS:
Date of Committee Action:

HB 124

The TRANSPORTATION Committee considered:
HOUSE BILL NO. 124 COMMERCIAL MOTOR VEHICLE DRIVERS/EMPLOYER

"An Act relating to commercial motor vehicle drivers and their employers and to railroad-highway grade
crossings; and providing for an effective date."
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Alaska State Legislature

Representative Jim Holm
District 9

Interim

119 N. Cushman St.
Fairbanks, AK 99701
Phone: (907) 456-7423
Fax: (907) 451-9293

Session

Capitol Building, Room 110

Juneau, AK 99801

Phone: (907) 465-3466 | i
Fax: (907) 465-2937

HB124
SPONSOR STATEMENT

“*An Act relating to commercial motor vehicle drivers and their employers and to railroad-
highway grade crossings; and providing for an effective date.”

~ Although federal law and commercial driver training already state that certain commercial

vehicles must approach with flashers and stop at all rail crossings, Alaska law currently does not
require this. State law must be brought into compliance with Federal requirements in order to
avoid the loss of hetween $20,000,000 and $40,000,000 in federal highway monies. HB124 will
conform Alaska law to federal requirements. _ S _

~ The bill would prohibit an'employer of a commercial vehicle driver from knpvyln?ly
allowing, authorizing, or encou_raﬁmg the driver to violate any federal, state, or municipal code or
regulation relating to railroad-highway crossings. It also would require the court to d|50\ual|fy a
commercial motor vehicle driver for certain periods of time upon conviction of a federal, state or
municipal code or regulation relating to railroad-highway crossings. _

~The administration has expressed support for this bill and the federal deadline for
compliance has already passed; therefore, | urge prompt consideration of this bill in order that we

do not lose federal Highway funds.



STATEOF ALASKA

OFFICE OF THE GOVERNOR

BILL ANALYSIS

CEPARTMENT OMION BLLNMER FOER

Administration Motor Vehicles LL 773-03-0008

HRITMLECHIL

'33@ &%t rel]a_{inﬁot\? commercial motor vehicle drivers and their employers and o railroad-highway grade crossings..
Support

preparedby DAE COVWISSONRSIGVATUE DAE
Charles R. Hosack 2-3-03

I

OHRAEIS FECTRYBIL | S e memeraL
B%%ﬁ%@ﬂ%pt of Public Safety 8%%6@{ '&Hﬂﬁf&s and Employers
None Known None Known

CIRCALNOTEATTACHD

The ICC Termination Act of 1995 (Public Law 104-88) contained a provision that required the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA) to adopt regulations requiring states to disqualify drivers of commercial vehicles that violate federal,
state, or local laws or re%ulatlons pertaining to a railroad-highway é;rade crossing. The act also prohibited employers from
allowing drivers to violate these provisions. In 1999 FHWA passed requlations requiring states to take action on these
violations as part of the Commercial Driver License (CDL) program. States had until October 2002 to comply with this

requirement. This bill satisfies that requirement.

AWYISCFOLLARORAVIEFECTS L , N . L
The number of rallroad-huf}hway grade crossmP violations in Alaska is very low and it is not anticipated that this provision
will have any substantial effect on drivers, employers, or state agencies.

Drivers of commercial vehicles convicted under this new provision will be disqualified from operating a commercial vehicle
for 60 days on the first offense, 120 for a second offense within 3 years, and one year for a third offense within 3 years.

AVBMNSFRAED

AEAEATAHATPARAESEETFCRACDTIONL COMVENTSCRANALYSS
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SEC. 403. VIOLATION OF GRADE-CROSSING LAWS AND

REGULATIONS.
(a) FEDERAL REGULATIONS.— Section 31310 of title 49,

United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end thereof the

following:

‘““(h) GRADE-CROSSING VIOLATIONS.—

“(1) SANCTIONS.— The Secretary shall issue regulations
establishing sanctions and penalties relating to violations, by
persons operating commercial motor vehicles, of laws and
regulations

pertaining to railroad-highway grade crossings.
“2)MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS.— The regulations issued

under paragraph (1) shall, at a minimum, require that—

“(A) the penalty for a single violation is not less than

a 60-day disqualification of the driver’scommercial driver’s
license; and

“(B) any employer that knowingly allows, permits,
authorizes, or requires an employee to operate a commercial
motor vehicle in violation of such a law or regulation shall

be subject to a civil penalty of not more than $10,000.” .

(b) DEADLINE.— The initial regulations required under section
31310(h) of title 49, United States Code, shall be issued not later
than 1 year after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(c) STATE REGULATIONS.— Section 31311(a) of title 49,

United
States Code, is amended by adding at the end thereof the

following:
“(18) The State shall adopt and enforce regulations prescribed

by the Secretary under section 31310(h) of this title.” .

49 USC 31310
note.
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Interim:

119 North Cushman, Rin, 205
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701
(907) 456-7423

Fax: (907) 451-9293

DATE

TO:

FROMt

State of Alaska

Representative Jim Holm

District 9

February 24,2003

Representative Jim Holm Chair
House Transportation Committee

Representative Jim Holm

HB 124

Session:

State Capitol Building
Juneau, Alaska 99801
(907) 465-3466

Fax: (907) 465-2937

Please schedule HB 124, COMIVERCIAL VEHICLE, RAILROAD-HIGHWAY GRADE
CROSSINGS, for hearing inthe House Transportation Committee at your earliest

convenience.

Back-up information is attached.

Thank you very much for your help with this hill.

Todd Larkin,
Staff for Representative Jim Holm

Toll Free: 1-866-465-3466
Represent;: tive_Jini_Holm@]Icgis.statc.uk.us
Official Business
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB124
() Publish Date:
Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: DOT&PF
Title An Act relating to commercial motor vehicle BRU Measurement Standards & CVE
drivers and their employers Component Measurement Standards & CVE
Sponsor Holm
2332

Requester HTRA Component No.

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include intlation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

0.0 Qo ©0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

|[CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any currentyear (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal:
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page ifnecessary)
If this legislation does not pass, the state of Alaska will receive sanctions by the Federal Highway

Administration for not complying with Federal Motor Carrier Safety laws. The sanction will withhold 5% of
the state’s annual federal surface transportation funding, approximately $17.5 million/year. This will result
in a corresponding $17.5 million reduction of the state's highway construction capital budget.

Phone 465-3900

Prepared by:  Dennis R. Poshard
Date/Time 3/5/03 10:26 AM

Division Special Assistant to Commissioner
Approved by: Commissioner Mike Barton Da
Agency Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Fscilities

(Revised JIROVE) Page lof 1



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number:
2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSIOK Bill VVersion:

() Publish Date:
Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected:
Title An Act relating to commercial motor vehicle 'BRU

drivers and their employers Component

Sponsor Holm

Requester HTRA Component No.

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

*kk | *k%k *kk

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES . |
ICHANGE IN REVENUES ( )

FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Tvpe-Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

(Thousands of Dollars)

Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 0.0

HB124

DOT&PF
Measurement Standards & CVE
Measurement Standards & CVE

2332

FY 2008

0.0

0.0

Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal:

POSITIONS

Prepared by:  Dennis R. Poshard

Division Special Assistant to Commissioner ;
Approved by: - Commissioner Mike Barton
Agency Alaska Department of TranSportation and PuDIic Facilifies

(Revised 02002 OVB)

Phone 465-3900
Date/Time 3/4/03 11:30 AM

Date 3/4/2003

Page 1 of

FY 2009

*ft*

1

0.0

0.0



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number;

2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB 124
() Publish Date:

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected: Administration
Title An act relating to commercial motor >RU Motor Vehicles
vehicle drivers. "Component
Sponsor Rep Holm
Component No. 2348

Requester (H) TRA

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 | FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009

Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES | | | I

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 1

FUND SOURCE

1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

(Thousands of Dollars)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 (e]0) 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Check this box (X) if funding for this bill Is included in the Governor’s FY 2004 budget proposal: |_
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: tAttach a separate pac/e if necessary)

The ICC Termination Act of 1995 (Public Law 104-88) contained a provision that required the Federal
Highway Administration (FHWA) to adopt regulations requiring states to disqualify drivers of commercial
vehicles that violate federal, state, or local laws or regulations pertaining to a railroad-highway grade
crossing. The act also prohibited employers from allowing drivers to violate these provisions.

The number of railroad-highway grade crossing violations in Alaska is very low and it is not anticipated
that this provision will have any substantial effect on drivers, employers, or state agencies.

Phone 269-5559
Date/Time 2/28/03

Date

Prepared by: Charles R. Hosack
Division Motor Vehicles

Approved by: Mike Miller, Commissioner
Agency Department of Administration

(Revised 92001 VD) Page 1of 1



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA
2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): N/A

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill Version: HB 124
() Publish Date:

Dept. Affected: Public Safety
BRIJ AST Detachment
Component AST Detachment

Component No. 2325

Title An act relating to commercial motor
vehicle drivers and their employers

Sponsor Representative Holm

Requester House Transportation

Expenditures/Revenues

(Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004
Personal Services

Travel

Contractual

Supplies

Equipment

Land & Structures

Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

(Thousands of Dollars)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY2003) cost:
Mark this box (X) If funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal: [
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page ifnecessaiy)
No fiscal impact.

Prepaied by: Lieutenant Matthew Leveque

Phone 907 269-0390

Division Alaska State Troopers

Date/Time 3/3/03 3:09 PM

Approved by:  William Tandeske, Commissioner

Date 3/3/2003

Agency Department of Public Safety

(Revisod 92002 QVB)

Page lofl



