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IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - FIRST SESSION

BY TH E SENATE RULES COM M ITTEE

Introduced: 5/14/03 
R eferred: State Affairs

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED

1 "An Act naming the state ferry first operating to serve between Metlakatla and

2 Ketchikan; and providing for an effective date."

3 BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA:

4 * Section 1. AS 19.65.020 is amended by adding a new subsection to read:

5 (f) The Motor Vessel Lituya is the authorized name for the state ferry first

6 operating as part of the Alaska marine highway system to serve between Metlakatla

7 and Ketchikan on or after the effective date of this section.

8 * Sec. 2. This Act takes effect immediately under AS 01.10.070(c).

SB0223A -1-
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L o r e n  L e m a n  
L t. G o v e rn o r

LT.GO VERNOR®GOV. STATE. AK.L'S

P.O. BOX t 10015 
Juneau, Alaska 9981 i-o o is  

<907) 465-3520 
Fax (907) 465-5400 

WWW.GOV.STATE.AK.US/LTGOVS t a t e  o f  A l a s k a

O FFIC E OF T H E  L T . G O VER N O R  
JU N E A U

M a y  16, 2 0 0 3

S e n a to r G a ry  S tevens, C h a irm a n  
S enate  S ta te  A ffa irs  C o m m itte e

D e a r S e n a to r S tevens:

I t  is  la te  in  th e  sess ion , how eve r I  a s k  y o u r  c o o p e ra tio n  in  g e tt in g  passage  o f  
le g is la t io n  to  n a m e  a s ta te  fe rry  c u r re n t ly  u n d e r  c o n s tru c t io n . T he  o n ly  v /a y  
th is  ca n  be  a c c o m p lis h e d  is  th ro u g h  le g is la t io n . S c h o o lc h ild re n  in  M e tla k a t la  
a re  a w a it in g  th e  L e g is la tu re ’s a c tio n .

T he  fe rry  to  serve M e tla k a t la  a n d  K e tc h ik a n  w il l  be la u n c h e d  in  O c to b e r 2 0 0 3  
a n d  s h o u ld  be in  se rv ice  b y  M a y  2 0 0 4 .

A  se le c tio n  c o m m itte e  c o m m iss io n e d  u n d e r  th e  O ffice  o f th e  L ie u te n a n t 
G o ve rn o r se lec ted  th e  n a m e  M /V  L ituya  fro m  a n u m b e r  o f essay n o m in a tio n s  
w r it te n  b y  th e  sch o o l c h ild re n  o f M e tla k a t la . I  have a tta c h e d  a c o p y  o f  th e  
se lec ted  essay fro m  second  g ra d e r J o s ia h  M iln e .

A s a lso  re q u ire d  b y  th e  s ta tu te  (AS 1 9 .6 5 .0 2 0 ), m a r it im e  vessels a re  to  be 
n a m e d  a fte r  g lac ie rs . L itu y a  G la c ie r is  lo ca te d  n e a r M o u n t F a irw e a th e r  a n d  
G la c ie r B a y  N a tio n a l P a rk  in  S o u th e a s t A la ska .

T h a n k  y o u  fo r  y o u r  c o n s id e ra tio n  a n d  a ss is ta n ce  in  o ff ic ia lly  n a m in g  th is  ne w  
S ta te  fe r ry  to  im p ro v e  th e  m a r in e  t ra n s p o r ta t io n  sys te m  o f Alaska..

fcoren Le m an  
L ie u te n a n t G o ve rn o r

http://WWW.GOV.STATE.AK.US/LTGOV


A ll f e r r i e s  i n  A l a s k a  a r e  n a m e d  a f t e r  g l a c i e r s ,

I p i c k e d  L i t u y a  G l a c i e r .  I t  Is  I n  G l a c i e r  B a y  

N a t i o n a l  M o n u m e n t ,  I t  w a s ' n a m e d  I n  1 9 1 .7  b y  

J . B .  M e r t l e ,  J r .  7

A  g l a c i e r  is  a  b i g  r i v e r  o f  i c e  t h a t  s l i d e s  d o w n
• t i *

a  m o u n t a i n .  I t  c a r r i e s  r o c k s  a n d  t r e e s  d o w n .  

W h e n  g l a c i e r s  c a l v e  i n t o  t h e  w a t e r ,  t h e y  

b e c o m e  i c e b e r g s ,  ' ' .

I c h o s e  " L i t u y a "  b e c a u s e  I t  w a s  w h e r e  t h e  

b i g g e s t  t s u n a m i  h i t ,  I t  h a p p e n e d  o n  J u l y  1 , 1 9 5 8 , .  

a f t e r  a n  8 . 0  e a r t h q u a k e  h i t .  I t  c a u s e d  a  l a r g e  

l a n d s l i d e  i n  t h e  b a y ,  I t h i n k  t h a t  w e  s h o u l d  n a m e  

t h e  n e w  f e r r y  " L i t u y a "  b e c a u s e  t h a t  w a s  w h e r e  

t h e  b i g g e s t  w a v e  h i t ,

J o s i a h  M iln e  
2 nd G r a d e  -  M o r a n
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DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
AND PUBLIC FACILITIESOFFICE OF THE COMMISSIONER

FRANK H, MURKOWSKI, GOVERNOR

3132 CHANNEL DRIVE 
JUNEAU, ALASKA 99301-7839

TEXT;
FAX:

(9 0 7 )4 6 9 3 6 3 2  

( 9 0 7 ) 5 ---------15863965 
PHONE: (907)4653900

VJA FACSlMILF.: 46S-2273
J

May 19,2003

The Honorable Bruce Weyhrauch 
Chairman, Slate Affairs Commillee 
Alaska State Legislature 
Stale Capitol, Room 102 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Weyhrauch:

As with all vessels of the Alaska Marine Highway System, the Alaska Department 
of Transportation and Public Facilities reserves the right lo utilize ihe M/V Lituya 
between communities that best serves the interest of the residents of Alaska, 
initially, the M/V Lituya will serve the residents between the communities of 
Metlakatla Tndian Community and the City of Ketchikan.

Sincerely,

cc: Torn Briggs, Director of Marine Operations, DOT&PF


