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Title: A n Act relating to construction o f a leg isla tive  hall

H B  60 creates fair and equitable com petition  for the construction  o f a new legislative 
hall for A laska.

This legislation perm its the A laska Legislative C ouncil to develop specifications and 
solicit p roposa ls for a new  legislative hall. The bill a llow s p roposa ls from  b o rou gh  or 
unified municipalities w ith at least 30 ,000 residents, w h ich  w ou ld  include An chorage , 
M atanuska-Susitna, Fairbanks, Fairbanks N o rth  Star B o rough , Juneau, and Kenai 
Peninsula Borough .

The current cap ito l bu ild ing  was finished in 1931. W h ile  efforts have been m ade to 
update the bu ild ing , there is on ly so m uch that can be done to address its m ajor 
problem s. These prob lem s include: corridors w hich do  not meet the current fire and 
safety bu ild ing codes; lim ited ingress and egress for the disab led ; lack o f amenities such  
as parking and a pub lic lounge; antiquated heating and ventilation systems; inadequate  
wiring for electrical and telecom munication services; and insufficient office, cham ber, 
and com m ittee space. The capitol bu ild ing has ou tlived  its usefulness as a legislative 
hall, and it is time to have a m odern , functional bu ild ing .

U p on  m aking a selection, the Legislative council w ill be responsib le for carrying ou t the 
terms o f the proposa l, and for the operation  and maintenance o f the bu ild ing . The rent 
w ou ld  be set at $1 per year. The new bu ild ing w ill be com pleted and ready for 
occupancy by June 3 0 ,2 00 6 .

H B  60 w ill p rov ide  A laskans w ith an up -to -date , accessible, and safe legislative hall - a 
distinguished sym bol o f ou r  government and a structure that A laskans can be p rou d  of.

I w o u ld  u rg e  y o u r  su p p o rt o f this legislation.
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Title: A n Act relating to construction of a leg isla tive  hall

Section 1: Findings

Section 2: Specifications for Legislative Flail. D irects Legislative C ouncil to deve lop
specifications by December 15, 2003 for construction o f new  legislative
hall. Sets forth that specifications m ust include at least the fo llow ing  
space:

• Private office for each legislator and legislator's staff
• Larger private offices for Speaker o f H ou se  and Senate 

President
• Cham ber for each b ody  w ith electronic voting boa rds and o ther 

appropria te  equipm ent and galleries to accom m odate  150 
peop le in addition  to m edia

• Private lounge for legislators, on same floor as cham bers, w ith  
cook ing facilities

• 18 comm ittee room s, w ith space for com m ittee staff, 11 
comm ittee members, and at least 75 pub lic  m em bers

• O ffice suites for G overnor, Lt. G overnor, and Com m issioners  
for their use when they visit legislative hall

•  One courtroom  and adequate offices for jud ic ia l officers o f  the 
Suprem e C ou rt and staff

• One photocopy  service room  on  each floor
•  Public lounge and restaurant
• R oom s for security staff, docum ents, and supplies
• O ffice space for each agency o f legislative branch that C ouncil 

determ ines shou ld  be located w ith the legislature
» O ffice space for Senate Secretary and H ou se  C lerk



Section 3:

Section 4:

Section 5:

• Print Shop
o M aintenance Shop
• M edia office
• Area adequate for electronic technology and 

telecom m unications equipm ent and cabling
• Rotunda or atrium for public m eetings, celebrations and events
• Facilities for display of Alaska historical exhibits and artifacts

Parking m ust also be addressed and m ust include at least the following:

• Covered parking for 75 vehicles on site of legislative hall
• Parking for at least 300 vehicles on site or adjacent to hall
• Covered w alkw ays from parking areas to hall
• Parking area for an additional 150 vehicles near hall
• Total parking space must equal or exceed am ount in Uniform  

Building Code current on date specifications are com plete

Proposals for Legislative Hall. May be subm itted by boroughs or unified  
m unicipalities with a population of at least 30,000.

• M ust include details regarding financing of project and terms 
on which hall w ill be m ade available to legislature

• Lease paym ents by legislature may not be in excess o f $1
• Hall m ust be com pleted before June 30,2006

Proposal evaluation shall also consider:
® Availability of basic utility service
• Adequate airport access
• Adequate road or w eekly winter ferry service
• Adequate health, education and social service facilities
• Adequate housing opportunities

Selection of a Proposal. Council m ust select or reject all proposals by  
June 30,2004. If proposal selected, Council w ill enter into contracts, 
leases, etc. If proposal includes a site w holly or partially on state land, 
Council shall take all actions to arrange for transfer of land to m unicipality  
at no cost. AS 36.30.020 and AS 35.05.010 do not apply to this Act.

Transition. The first regular session of 25"’ Legislature and all thereafter 
shall convene in hall, l l i e  Revisor shall propose legislation m aking all 
changes to statutes necessary to conform to this section.

ED I: 0 2 /2 4 /2 0 0 3



THE
FOLLOWING

DOCUMENT(S)
ARE

POOR
ORIGINAL

COPIES



8 2 0  G la c i e r  A v e n u e  * j u n e a u ,  A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1  

T e le p h o n e  (9 0 7 )  5 3 6 - 5 3 2 2  

F ax  (9 0 7 )  5 8 6 - 8 3 2 3
April 9, 1998

M r .  D o n  J o h n s t o n , M a in t e n a n c e  
L e g i s la t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i ld in g  -  R o o m  1 2  
J u n e a u , A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D e a r  D o n :

A t t a c h e d  is  the  f i r e  in s p e c t io n  r e p o r t  y o u  re q u e s te d  o n  th e  S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B a l d i n g .  T h i s  r e p o r t  
w a s  p r e p a r e d  b y  b o th  th e  F i r e  M a r s h a l a n d  th e  B u i ld in g  O f f i c i a l  o f  th e  C i t y  a n d  B o r o u g h  o f  
J u n e a u .

A f t e r  c a r e f u l l y  r e v ie w in g  th e  r e p o r t ,  it a p p e a rs  to  m e  th a t th e  m a jo r i t y  o f  h em s  n e e d in g  a t t e n t i o n  
a re  o f  a h o u s e  .k e e p in g  n a tu re  w ith  a  m in im u m  c o s t  a s s o c ia t e d  t o  th e m . ( F o r  e x a m p le ,  a d d in g  a  
f la m m a b le  l i q u id  s t o r a g e  c a b in e t  in  th e  w o rk s h o p  a r e a , p r o v i d i n g  a  p o r t a b le  f i r e  e x t in g u i s h e r  in  
th e  I t i tc h e n  a re a , d o c u m e n t in g  v a r io u s  te s t re p o r ts  o n  e x i s t in g  s y s t e m s  t h ro u g h o u t  the  b u i ld i n g ,

T h e  o n e  i te m  n e e d in g  th e  m o s t  c o n s id e r a t io n  in v o lv e s  th e  b u i ld in g  c o r r id o r s  b e c a u se  s o m e  o f  
th e m  a re  a ls o  p a n  o f  th e  e x i t  s y s te m . In  th is  re g a rd , y o u  h a v e  e ig h t e e n  m o n th s  to  d e v e lo p  a  p la n  
to  b r in g  th e  c o r r i d o r s  u p  to  c o m p lia n c e .

e t c , ) .

A s  I  u n d e r s t a n d  it , y o u  a c c o m p a n ie d  F i r e  M a r s h a l C u r t i s  J o n e s  o n  th e  in s p e c t io n  s o  th e  a b o v e  
m e n t io n e d  i t e m s  probab ly  d o n ’ t c o m e  a s  a s u rp r is e .

I f  t h e r e  is  a n y th in g  e ls e  w e  c a n  d o  to  b e  o f  a s s is ta n c e , p le a s e  c a l l  m e  o r  C u rd s .

R e s p e c t f u l ly ,

C A P I T A L  C I T Y  F I R E  R E S C U E

Micnael L. uoyie 
Fire Chief

M D :d jb
c : C u r t i s  J o n e s ,  C B J  F i r e  M a r s h a l 

C h r i s  R o u s t ,  C B J  B u i ld i n g  O f f i c i a l  
D a v e  P a lm e r ,  C i t y  M a n a g e r



8 2 0  G la c i e r  A v e n u e  « J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1  

Telephone (9 0 7 ) 5 8 6 - 5 3 2 2  

F ax  (9 0 7 )  5 8 6 - 8 3 2 3

A p r i l  9 ,  1 9 9 8

M r .  D o n  J o h n s to n ,  M a i n te n a n c e  

L e g i s l a t i v e  A f f a i r s  A g e n c y  

S t a t e  C a p i to l  B u i ld in g  

R o o m  12

J u n e a u ,  A la s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 18 2  

D e a r  D o n :

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  a s s i s t a n c e  d u r i n g  th e  F e b r u a r y  19 , 1 9 9 8 , f i r e  i n s p e c t io n  o f  th e  S ta ie  C a p i to l  B u i l d i n g  

b y  J u n e a u  F i r e  M a r s h a l  C u r t i s  J o n e s .  T h i s  a p p e a r s  to  h a v e  b e e n  th e  f i r s t  r e q u e s t  f o r  s u c h  a n  in s p e c t io n  

o f  t h e  C a p i to l  s in c e  th e  S ta te  F i r e  M a r s h a l  d e f e r r e d  e n f o r c e m e n t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  a n d  f i r :  c o d e s  to  th e  C i t y  

a m i  B o r o u g h  o f  J u n e a u  in  1 9 8 2 .

T h e  c o d e s  s e c t io n s  c i t e d  b e lo w  a r c  f r o m  th e  199-1 e d i t io n s  o f  t h e  U n i f o r m  F i r e  C o c e  (U F C )  a n d  th e  

U n i f o r m  B u i ld in g  C o d e  ( U B C ) .

1) W O R K S H O P :  F i r e  r a te d  d o o r  s e p a r a t i n g  th e  w o r k s h o p  f ro m  th e  b o i l e r  ro o m  m u s t  b e  p r o v i d e d  

w ith  a n  a u t o m a t i c  c l o s in g  d e v i c e .  T h e  d o o r  s h a l l  r e m a in  in  t h e  c lo s e d  p o s i t io n  u n le s s  h e ld  o p e n  

b y  a n  a p p r o v e d  h o ld in g  d e v i c e  w h ic h  w ill  a l lo w  th e  d o o r  to  c l o s e  u p o n  a c t iv a t io n  o f  t h e  f i r e  

a l a r m  s y s te m  ( U P C 1 1 1 2 ) .

2 )  P A I N T  L O C K E R :  I f  f l a m m a b le  o r  c o m b u s t ib l e  l iq u id s  e r e  u s e d  in  t h e  w o r k s h o p  a r e a ,  n o  

S to ra g e  is a l l o w e d  in  t h i s  r o o m  o u t s id e  a n  a p p r o v e d  F l a m m a b le  L iq u id  S to r a g e  L o c k e r ,  T h i s  

a r e a  is  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  H a z a r d  O c c u p a n c y .  T n e  e x i t  d o o r  f ro m  th e  p a i n t  s p r a y  ro o m  m u s t  s w in g  in  

th e  d i r e c t io n  o f  e x i t  t r a v e l .  P l e a s e  p r o v id e  E x p lo s iv e  P r o o f  C o n s t r u c t i o n  d a ta  fo r  th e  c o n c e a l e d  

e x h a u s t  f a n  ( U F C 7 9 0 2 .5 .9 ) .

3 )  E L E V A T O R  /  M A I N  S T A I R W A Y :  P le a s e  p r o v id e  a  c o p y  o f  t h e  t e s t  r e p o r t  b y  a n  i n d iv id u a l  o r

c o m p a n y  h o l d i n g  a  v a l id  p e r m i t  a s  r e q u i r e d  (1 3  A A C  5 0 .0 3 5 )  s h o w in g  th a t  e le v a to r  r e c a l l  a n d  

s t a i r w a y  d o o r s  c lo s e  u p o n  a c t i v a t i o n  o f  th e  f rre  a la r m  s y s te m  ( U F C  A p p e n d ix  1-A  3 ) .

4 )  K I T C H E N :  P r o v i d e  a  p o r t a b l e  f i r e  e x t in g u i s h e r  w ith  a  m i n i m u m  o f  4 0  B C  r a t ir .z .  T h i s

e x t in g u i s h e r  m u s t  b e  m o u n t e d  n o  m o r e  th a n  f iv e  fe e t  in  h e ig h t  f r o m  th e  to p  o f  th e  e x t i n g u i s h e r  

a n d  w i th in  3 0  t r a v e l  f e e t  f r o m  t h e  s to v e  (U F C  10 0 6 .2 .7  &  U F C  S ta n d a r d  1 0 -1 ).

5 )  G E N E R A L  S T O R A G E :  T h r o u g h o u t  th e  b u i ld in g ,  r e d u c e  s t o r a g e  h e i g h t  to  a t  le a s t  tw o  f e e t

b e lo w  c e i l i n g .  E x c e p t i o n : w h e n  s t o r a g e  is a g a in s t  a  w a l l  ( U F C  i 103  J . 2 . 2 ) .



E M E R G E N C Y  P O W E R  S U P P L Y  S Y S T E M : P le a s e  p ro v id e  a  c o p y  o f  the b ia n n u a l m a in ten an c e  
te s t r e p o r t  f o r  the  em e rg en c y  p o w e r  s u p p ly  sy s tem  (U F C  S ta n d a rd  5 .6 )  (N F P A  1 1 0 - 6 .3 ) .

F I R E  A L A R M  S Y S T E M : P le a s e  p ro v id e  a c u p y  o f  the a n n u a l f i r e  a la rm  test re p o rt . T e s t  re p o r t  
m u s t  in c lu d e  the  n am e  o f  the c o m p a n y  o r  in d iv id u a l an d  th e ir  v a l id  p e rm it  n u m b e r as re q u ire d  
b y  S ta te  F i r e  M a rs h a l (1 3  A A C  5 0 - 0 3 5 )  (U F C  [0 0 1 .4  &  C B J  T i t le  1 9 . 0 9 . 0 1 0 .(b )( 1 3 ) ) .

S T A N D P f iP E  S Y S T E M : P le a s e  p ro v id e  a  c .opy o f  d ie  f iv e  y e a r  s ta n d p ip e  test re p o r t  f o r  the 
In t e r i o r  a n d  e x t e r io r  sy s tem s . R e p o r t  m u s t in c lu d e  the  n am e  o f  the  c o m p a n y  o r  in d iv id u a l and 
t h e i r  v a l id  p e rm it  n u m b e r as re q u ire d  b y  S ta te  F ire  M a rs h a l ( 1 3  A A C  5 0 - 0 3 5 )  (U F C  10 1 .4  &  C B J  
T i t le  1 9 . 0 9 . 0 1 0 (b ) (  1 7 ) ) .

C O R R ID O R  W ID T H :  T h e  re q u ire d  w id th  o f  the  c o r r id o r s  s h a l l b e  u n ob s tru c te d . E x i t  t ra v e l 
th ro u g h  an  in te rv e n in g  ro om  m a y  be a llo w e d  p ro v id e d  the e x it  d o o r  m ee ts  the  re q u ire d  m in im u m  
w id th , has n o  lo c k in g  d ev ic e s , and  has sm o k e  d e te c to rs  th a t a re  c o n n e c te d  to  the f i r e  a la rm  
s y s te m  lo c a te d  o n  each  side  o f  th e  d o o r  (U F C  A p p en d ix  I -A  2 .3  &  U B C  A p p e n d ix  3 4 0 7 . 3 ) .

G U A R D R A IL S :  T h e  fire  escape  g u a rd ra i ls  in s ta lle d  u n d e r b u i ld in g  p e rm it  9 4 4 2  issu ed  in 
S e p te m b e r  o f  1 9 7 3  a p p e a r to  n o t  h a v e  b een  in spec ted  f o r  b u i ld in g  c o d e  c o m p lia n c e . T h e  1 9 7 0  
U n i f o rm  B u i ld in g  C o d e , w h ich  w a s  in  e f fe c t  at the t im e , in  s e c tio n  1 7 1 4  c a l le d  f o r  4 2 "  h ig h  
g u a rd ra i ls  o n  th e  f i r e  escape la n d in g s  and  s ta irs  w ith  in te rm ed ia te  r a i ls  sp a ced  su ch  ttiat an  o b je c t  
9 "  in  d ia m e te r  c o u ld  n o t pass th ro u g h . C u r re n t  c o d e s  c a l l  f o r  n o  m o re  than  4 "  sp a c in g  be tw een  
in te rm e d ia te  r a i ls .  T h e  e x is tin g  g u a rd ra i ls  d o  n o t m eet e ith e r the  1 9 7 0  o r  c u rre n t c od e s .

C O R R ID O R S :  T h e  U n ifo rm  B u i ld in g  C o d e  and  U n i fo rm  F ir e  C o d e  se c t io n s  d e a lin g  w ith  
L i f e  S a fe t y  in  E x is t in g  N o n -H ig h  R is e  B u i ld in g s  c o n ta in  re q u irem e n ts  f o r  c o r r id o r s  w h ic h  a re  a 
p a r t  o f  an  e x i t  sy s tem  se rv in g  an  o c c u p an t lo a d  o f  3 0  o r  m o re  in  an  o f f i c e  b u i ld in g . S u ch  
c o r r id o r  w a l ls  an d  c e ilin g s  s h a ll h a v e  n o t le ss  than o n e  h o u r  f i r e  r e s is t iv e  c o n s tru c t io n , d o o r s  
s h a l l  b e  2 0  m in u te  fi r e  rated  w ith  s e l f  c lo s e rs  and  sm o k e  g a s k e ts , a n d  t ra n s om s  s h a ll h a v e  }/« h o u r 
ra te d  f ix e d  g la z in g  (U F C  A p p en d ix  I -A  2 .3  &  U B C  A p p e n d ix  3 4 0 7 - 3 ) .

C i t y  re c o rd s  s h o w  tha t the C a p ito l w as b u i lt  in 1 9 2 9  w h ic h  w a s tw o  y e a rs  a f t e r  th e  f i r s t  e d it io n  o f  
th e  U n i fo rm  B u i ld in g  C od e  w a s w rit te n  an d  lo n g  b e fo re  it w as a d o p te d  in  A la s k a . T h e  1 9 2 7  
e d it io n  o f  the U B C  d id  n o t re q u ire  f i r e  p ro te c t io n  o f  c o r r id o r s  in  n ew  b u i ld in g s  and  the U B C  d id  
n o t  h a v e  a re q u irem e n t f o r  f i r e  p ro te c t io n  o f  c o r r id o r s  in  e x is t in g  n o n -h ig h  r is e  b u i ld in g s  u n t i l 
th e  1 9 8 2  e d it io n . T h e  concep t o f  a  f i r e  p ro te c te d  c o r r id o r , fre e  f r o m  sm o k e , a l lo w in g  s a fe  
e x i t in g  o f  the o c c u p an ts  o f  a b u i ld in g  d u r in g  a f i r e  is n o w  a fu n d a m e n ta l l i f e  s a fe ty  re q u irem en t 
o f  b u i ld in g  and  f i r e  c od e s  th ro u g h o u t  th e  w o r ld .

T h e  re q u ire m e n t  f o r  su ch  f i r e  ra tin g s  m a y  be e lim in a te d  i f  an  a p p ro v e d  a u to m a t ic  s p r in k le r  
s y s te m  is  in s ta lle d  th ro u g h ou t the b u ild in g . T h e re  m a y  be o th e r  o p t io n s  to  a l lo w  th is b u i ld in g  to  
re ta in  its h is to r ic  c h a ra c te r w ith  a p p ro v a l o f  the  b u i ld in g  o f f i c i a l .  E x a m p le s  in c lu d e  c o v e r in g  
d o o r  p a n e ls  le s s  th a t  1 3 / 8  inches th ic k  w ith  w o o d -t r im m e d  sh e e t r o c k  a n d  in s ta ll in g  f ix e d  V* 

h o u r  f i r e  ra te d  w in d o w s  beh ind  f fo s te d  g la s s  d o o r  w in d o w s  in  d o e r s  o r  t ra n s om s .

W e  h a v e  a tta ch ed  som e  in fo rm a t io n  c o n c e rn in g  the p re s e rv a t io n  o f  h is to r ic  b u i ld in g  c om p on en ts  
f r o m  the  U n i f o rm  C o d e  f o r  B u i ld in g  C o n s e rv a t io n  as w e ll a s  A p p e n d ix  S e c t io n  3 4 0 7 .3  f r o m  the 
U n i f o rm  B u i ld in g  C o d e  c o n c e rn in g  c o r r id o r  p ro te c t io n .



I t e m s  1 th ro u g h  9  m u s t be a d d re sse d  im m e d ia te ly  and s h o u ld  b e  c om p le te d  w ith in  2 !  days o f  re c e ip t o f  
th is  re p o r t .

W ith in  18 m on th s  o f  rece ip t o f  th is r e p o r t ,  p la n s  fo r  c o m p lia n c e  w ith  item s 10 and 11 s h a ll  b e  su b m in e d  
an d  a p p ro v e d  by  C B J  B u i ld in g  D e p a r tm e n t  and  w ith in  18 m o n th s  th e re a fte r  the  w o re  s h a ll be c o m p le te d .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  qu e s tio n s  c o n c e rn in g  th is  re p o r t  and the  c o d e  re q u irem e n ts  sta ted  herein , p lease  c a l l 
C u r t is  J o n e s  at 7 8 9 - 2 0 5 2  o r  C h r is  R o u s t  a t 5 8 6 -5 2 3 0 .

S in c e re ly ,

 -
C u r t is  J o m £  /
Fire M a rs h a l ,/ '
C a p ita l C iT y F ire /R e s c u e

C h r is  R o u s t
B u i ld in g  O f f i c i a l
C i t y  a n d  B o ro u g h  o f  Juneau



n ? n  C la r i r > r  A ven u e : • lu n e n u , A ln s k n  ° 9 8 0 1  
T e le p h o n e  ( 9 0 7 ;  5 0 0 - 5 3 2 1 '

Fax (907) 586-8323

Mr. Don Johnston 
Legislative Affairs Agency 
State Capital Building, Room 12 
Juneau, AK. 99801-11S2

Mr. Johnston:

Thank you for your time meeting with me today and discussing the 1998 Fire Inspection 
completed by Fire Marshal Curtis Jones. I am pleased to see the progress that has been 
made to your facility. The emergency Fire escape upgrades that were completed in 
November o f 2002 are well within the current code standards.

'The office off the Committee Room near the emergency fire escape lias chairs and tables 
that encroach upon the egress path. These must be removed from that area immediately.
JFC 1003.2.8

All reports are current and on file in your office as required. The fire alarm, stand pipe, 
elevator, and emergency power were all in order.

You have installed the fire rated door and several paint lockers in the work shop area, as 
requested.

The kitchen area has a current hood inspection report and all of the fire extinguishers are 
current with the annual inspections.

A copy of your Emergency Action Plan is on file at the Fire Department.

The issue of the corridors is still a concern, reference 1998 fire inspection report. The 
Fire Department requests a written plan on how you intend on complying with the Fire 
Code minimum requirements for existing buildings, within 60 days o f this letter.

On April 9, 1998, you were allowed 18 months to submit an approved written plan to the 
Building Department on how the building is going to be brought into compliance and 18 
months to complete the work required. Neither the Building Depc.lment nor the Fire 
Department have received the requested plans. __

RECEIVED
MAR 1 * 2 0 0 3

Legislative Affairs A gency 
M aintenance

January 23,2003



We discussed several options including sprinklers for the building, or bringing the 
corridor into compliance with fire rated doors, windows and elevator shaft. This building 
has not been analyzed for compliance with the existing building provisions of the 2000 
International Fire and Building Codes as adopted by the State o f Alaska. We have 
verified that the corridors are out o f compliance with these codes but it may he that other 
factors aie lacking as well. We recommend that your office obtain the services o f a 
design professional to perform a code analysis and offer you alternatives for compliance. 
It may be that a sprinkler system is required for the building and that a sprinkler system 
may eliminate several of the other corridor requirements as well as help the building 
retain its historic appeal.

If you have questions concerning the 1998 fire report 01 . ode requirements, please 
contact Chris Roust at the Building Department or myself.

Respectfully,

Richard Etheridge 
Fire Prevention Officer

CC: John MacKinnon, CBJ City Manager.
Mike Doyle, CCF/R Fire Chief.
Chris Roust. CBJ Building Department.

r e c e iv e d

MAR ' 112 ®
Legislative Affairs Agency,



830 COacier Avenue • Juneau, Alaska 99801 
T e lephone  (907 ; 586 -5322  

Fax (907) 586-8323
January 23,2003

M r. Don Johnston 
L eg isla tive  A ffairs A gency  
S tate  C apital B uild ing, R oom  12 
Juneau , A K . 99801-1182

M r. Johnston ,

A fter rev iew ing  y o u r request reference  the b lock ing  o r rem oval o f  doors w ith in  the Capital 
B uild ing. T he fire departm ent is requesting  tha t the- num ber o f  exits into the co rrid o r and exits 
from  the build ings not be altered .

1001.2 o f  the 2000 ed ition  o f  the In ternational Fire C ode, w hich w as adopted  by the  State o f  

A laska states:

] t  shall be unlawful lo alien the building or structure in a manner that w ill reduce the number o f  
exits or the capacity o f the means o f egress to less than required by this code.

T he fire departm en t regrets any inconven ience  that this may cause, but public safety  m ust rem ain 

ou r main priority'.

R espectfully ,

R ichard Etheridge 
Fire Prevention O fficer

CC: M ike D oyle, C C F /R  Fire C h ie f
C hris R oust, C B J B uild ing  D epartm en t



P ro fe ss io n a l 
W h a le  W atch ing 

& w ild life  adventu res

r < — ——— — —  v»...» iv .

C h a rte r fish in g  W t '  
! S th g h t s e e in g ' ;
' ^^'ieavetheavwdsbehind and enjoy Juneqtrs mgstjqymmnded whale

Orca Enterprises*
. . Across from  tn&Tram ■

P.O. Box 354B1?Juneau;AK-99803 
1 -888-733-6722 ■‘(007] '789-6801

r*-Riaii- whales® ptialaska.nei
IU\ U.u.dSkuWlliilevVdtLlUng.lUII' I

A lask a 's  C ap ito l in  J u n e a u ,  A la s ­
k a ’s c a p i t o l ,  h a d  i ts  s e v e n t i e t h  b i r t h ­
d a y  la s t  w i n t e r  w i t h o u t  c a k e ,  c a n d le s  
o r  a n y  s p e c i a l  o b s e r v a n c e .  B a c k  in  J a n ­
u a r y  1 93 1  it h a d  j u s t  b e e n  c o m p le t e d  
as t h e  F e d e r a l  a n d  T e r r i t o r i a l  B u i ld i n g  
a n d  o f f i c e s ,  b o t h  f e d e r a l  a n d  t e r r i t o r i a l ,  
w e r e  m o v i n g  in .

I t  s o  h a p p e n e d  t h a t  I w a s  b e g i n ­
n in g  m y  f i r s t  p a id  n e w s p a p e r  j o b  j u s t  
t h e n ,  o n  S tro lle r 's  W eekly, a  p a p e r  n o w

Presei
l o b b y  f r o m  S e w a r d  S t r e e t .  A l s o  a  m u c h -  
v i s i t c d  s e c t i o n  w a s  th e  T f c r r i t o r i a l  L i b r a r y  
a n d  M u s e u m  o n  t h e  w e s t  s id e .

T h e  tw o  l e g i s l a t i v e  c h a m b e r s  
w e r e  in  t h e  e a s t  w in g  o f  t h e  s e c o n d  f lo o r ,  
w i t h  th e  c h a m b e r s  f o r  t h e  e ig h t  m e m ­
b e r s  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  a t  t h e  f r o n t ,  t h e  l a r g e r  
c h a m b e r s  f o r  t h e  s i x t e e n  m e m b e r s  o f  
t h e  H o u s e  a t t h e  n o r t h  e n d  o f  t h a t  w in g .  
B u t  a s  th e  l e g i s l a t u r e  w a s  in  s e s s i o n  o n l y

d e f u n c t .  T h e  o c c u p a t i o n  o f  t h e  b u i ld i n g  
p r o v i d e d  s e v e r a l  n e w s  s t o r i e s ,  b u t  s e v ­
e n t y  y e a r s  h a v e  b r o u g h t  m a n y  c h a n g e s  
in  t h e  b u i ld i n g .

T h e  g r o u n d  f lo o r ,  b a c k  th e n ,  w a s  
o c c u p i e d  b y  th e  A la s k a  C o m m u n i c a ­
t i o n s  S y s t e m ,  a b r a n c h  o f  t h e  A r m y  
S ig n a l  C o rp s ,  o n  th e  e a s t  s id e  o f  t h e  
b u i ld i n g .  T h e  w e s t  s id e  h e l d  th e  U .S .  
C u s t o m s  S e r v i c e ,  t h e  b o i l e r  r o o m  a n d  
s o m e  s t o r a g e  r o o m s .

T h e  p a r t  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  m o s t  v i s ­
i t e d  b y  th e  g e n e r a l  p u b l i c  w a s  the  U .S .  
P o s t  O f f i c e  w h i c h  o c c u p i e d  th e  e n t i r e  
e a s t  w i n g  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f l o o r .  T h e r e  w a s  
a  s e p a r a t e  e n t r a n c e  to  th e  Pos t  O f f i c e

f o r  fit) d a y s  e v e r y  o t h e r  y e a r ,  t h e  r o o m s  
o f  th a t  w in g  w e r e  m o s t l y  v a c a n t  a t  f i r s t ,  
t h e n  o c c u p i e d  b e tw e e n  s e s s i o n s  in  l a t e r  
y e a r s  b y  o t h e r  b r a n c h e s  o f  g o v e r n m e n t .

T h e  o f f i c e s  o f  t h e  G o v e r n o r  a n d  S e c ­
r e t a r y  o f  A l a s k a  ( s i n c e  r e n a m e d  L i e u t e n ­
a n t  G o v e r n o r )  a n d  t h e i r  s t a f f s  o c c u p i e d  
t h e  e a s t  w in g  o f  t h e  t h i r d  f l o o r .  U n t i l  
s t a t e h o o d ,  t h e y  w e r e  f e d e r a l  o f f i c i a l s ,  
a p p o i n t e d  b y  th e  P r e s i d e n t .  T h e  l o p  
f l o o r ,  th e  f i f t h ,  w a s  a l s o  a l l  f e d e r a l ,  o c c u ­
p ie d  b y  th e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  J u s t i c e :  th e  
D i s t r i c t  C o u r t ,  C l e r k  o f  t h e  C o u r t ,  U .S . 
M a r s h a l ,  U .S .  A t t o r n e y ,  U .  S . C o m m i s ­
s i o n e r ,  a n d  t h e i r  s t a f f s .

S c a t t e r e d  t h r o u g h  th e  r e m a i n d e r  o f
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•? By Bob DeArm ond

t h e  b u i l d i n g  w e r e  a lm o s t  a l l  t h e  g o v ­
e r n m e n t  o f f i c e s  t h e n  in  J u n e a u ,  f e d ­
e r a l  a n d  t e r r i t o r i a l .  A m o n g  th e  f e d e r a l  
o f f i c e s  w e r e  t h e  F o r e s t  S e r v i c e ,  B u r e a u  
o f  F i s h e r i e s ,  A l a s k a  G a m e  C o m m i s s i o n ,  
A l a s k a  R o a d  C o m m i s s i o n  ( t h e n  s t i l l  a 
p a r t  o f  t h e  A r m y ) ,  B u r e a u  o f  P u b l i c  
R o a d s ,  G e o l o g i c a l  S u r v e y ,  T r e a s u r y  D i s ­
b u r s i n g  O f f i c e r ,  W e a t h e r  S e r v i c e ,  a n d  
p e r h a p s  o t h e r s ,  T h e r e  w e r e  f e w  t e r ­
r i t o r i a l  o f f i c e s  b a c k  t h e n :  T r e a s u r e r ,  
A t t o r n e y  G e n e r a l ,  C o m m i s s i o n e r  o f  
E d u c a t i o n ,  A u d i to r ,  H i g h w a y  E n g in e e r .

1 v i s i t e d  t h e  b u i l d i n g  f r e q u e n t l y  tha t  
y e a r  a n d  m y  m e m o r y  is o f  m a n y  v a c a n t  
r o o m s .  P e r h a p s  tw e n t y  p e r  c e n t  o f  t h e m  
w e r e  e m p t y .  C u r r e n t l y ,  in  2 0 0 1 ,  tw o  
p r o g r a m s  h a v e  b e e n  p r o p o s e d  in  the  
L e g i s l a t u r e :  1 )  E v i c t  the  G o v e r n o r  a n d  
L i e u t e n a n t  G o v e r n o r  a n d  t h e i r  s t a f f s  so
•*. !> i .in o. i upv 'l> • ' i*l• • •
b u i l d i n g ;  2 ) M o v e  the  l e g i s l a t u r e  to 
M a t a n u s k a  o r  s o m e  su c h  p la c e .  I f  b o th  
p r o p o s a l s  a r e  e n a c t e d  th e  b u i l d i n g  w i l l  
b e  a s  e m p t y  a s  it w a s  w h e n  1 f i r s t  s aw  
it in  J a n u a r y  1 9 3 1 .  K e e p  y o u r  f i n g e r s  
c r o s s e d !

T h e  N a m e s  o f O u r ’I b w n s :  A n g o o n  
h a s  b e e n  t h e  o f f i c i a l  n a m e  o f  th i s  t o w n  
o n  th e  w e s t  s id e  o f  A d m i r a l t y  I s l a n d  
s i n c e  th e  U .S .  c e n s u s  o f  lf lf iO w h i c h  
f o u n d  <120 p e o p l e  t h e r e ,  b u t  the  n a m e ' s  
o r i g i n  is u n c e r t a i n .  S o o n  a l t e r  1 8 8 0  
m a n y  o f  t h e  p e o p l e  m o v e d  a s h o r t  
d i s t a n c e  to  K i l l i s n o o  w h e r e  a p la n t  
h a d  b e e n  b u i l t  to p r o d u c e  w h a l e  o i l ,  
t h e n  h e r r i n g  o i l .  A n g o o n  s t a n d s  a t 
t h e  e n t r a n c e  o l  K o o i z u a h n o o  I n l e t  a n d  
th a t  w a s  t h e  n a m e  b y  w h ic h ,  w i th  v a r i ­
o u s  s p e l l i n g s ,  th e  t o w n  w a s  o r i g i n a l l y  
c a l l e d .  T h a t  n a m e ,  a c c o r d in g  to  the  
O r t h  D ic t io n a ry  o f  A la s k a  P lace N am es, is 
d e r i v e d  f r o m  “ th e  T l i n g i t  w o r d  ‘ K h u t z - n  
hu.' m e a n i n g  'b e a r  f o r t ’." D e s p i t e  th e  
1 8 8 0  c e n s u s  use. o f  A n g o o n ,  th e  S i t k a  
n e w s p a p e r ,  T h e  A la s k a n , c o n t i n u e d  to 
u se  K o o t z n a h o o  a t l e a s t  u n t i l  1 9 0 0 .  
A n g o o n  g o t  a p o s t  o f f i c e  in  1 9 2 8 .  A f t e r  
t h e  K i l l i s n o o  p la n t  c lo s e d ,  m o s t  o f  t h e  
p e o p l e  m o v e d  b a c k  to A n g o o n  a n d  th e  
K i l l i s n o o  p o s t  o f f i c e  w a s  m o v e d  t h e r e  
in  1 9 3 0 .  O u r  la t e s t  c e n s u s  f i g u r e s  g iv e  
a p o p u l a t i o n  o f  5 7 2 ,  u p  1 f r o m  t e n  
y e a r s  ag o .  b
w w w .a la s k a n s o u th e a s tc r.c o m

R ick  Bresem an: 
Candidate-Sealaska
Experience:
• 20 years ALv.k.i baserl/lnlefiiaiioaity focused
• Senior management positions at Afogruk Native 
Corporation. Ilakla Corporation, Se.ilaska 
Timber Cor|>oration.

• Development of ex|x>rt markets: Japan, Korea, India, 
Taiwan, Canadi, Peoples Republic of Cliina,

Education:
• Executive Masters Degree & Bachelor's Degree, 
Business Administration with concentration in 
International Business & Marketing.

Email: brcsemanOmsn.com • ivww.hwv.com/breseman
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N a tio n a l
B a n l ^ ° J A . l a s k a

I paid my bills and didn't have 
left over. It was pretty basic and it 

sure matched my lifestyle.
Today, I expect even more from my bank.
And National Bank of Alaska has the perfect 
solution...Gold Account Checking. I earn 
Interest. I don’t pay extra for my credit 
card, check card and all those other services 
I use, And I don’t have a monthly service 
charge because of the balances I carry in my 
checkin?, '.vkijv- y. • : i • druci!:
I like having all my accounts earning 
Interest and working together to save me 
money. At NBA all my banking needs are 
rolled up into one easy package.
Visit NBA today for account details or call 
us at 1-800-478-5706 nationwide.

http://www.alaskansoutheastcr.com


ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE 
House of Representatives

RULES COMMITTEE, CHAIRMAN
LABOR S COMMERCE COMMITTEE. MEMBER
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. MEMBERSPECIAL COMMITTEE ON OIL a GAS. MEMBER
LEGISLATIVE ETHICS COMMITTEE, MEMBER
wobsito: htlpVAvww.akfopublicons.org/rokeborg/

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

Representative Norman Rokeberg
e-mail: Representalive_Norman_Rokeberg@legis.stato.ak.us

Memorandum

INTERIM'
716 WEST 4TH AVENUE. SUITE 300 
ANCHORAGE, AK 99501 PHONE: (907) 269 0117 
FAX: (907) 269-0119
SESSION:ALASKA STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU. AK 99001-1182 PHONE: (907) 465-4968 
FAX: (907) 465-2040

To: Representative Weyrauch, Chairpersor
House State Affairs Committee

From: Representative Norman Rokeberg 

Date: April 8, 2004 

Re: HB 60

Please schedule a House State Affairs Committee Meeting for HB 60. I have attached the 
requisite information, including:

1) Current version of the bill
2) Sponsor Statement
3) Sectional Analysis
4) Supporting Information

Contact my office if you have any questions. Thank you.

mailto:Representalive_Norman_Rokeberg@legis.stato.ak.us


A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

House of Representatives

RULES COMMITTEE, CHAIRMAN
LABOR * COMMERCE COMMITTEE, MEMBER
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL. MEMBER
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON OIL & GAS. MEMBER
LEGISLATIVE ETHICS COMMITTEE. MEMBER
wobsilo: hhp:/Avww.akiopubllcans.org/rokGborg/

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS:

Representative Norman Rokeberg
e-mail: Representative_Norman_Rokeberg@legis.state.ak.us

Sponsor Statement 
HB 60

INTERIM:
716 WEST 4TH AVENUE. SUITE 300 
ANCHORAGE. AK 09501 PHONE: (907) 269 0M7 
FAX: (907) 269 0119
SESSION:ALASKA STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, AK 99801-1182 
PHONE: (907) 465-4968 
FAX: (907) 465-2040

HB 60 is the vehicle by which the Alaska State Legislature will move to a 
legislative hall that is befitting for a Legislature in the 21s1 century. Alaska’s legislative 
hall should symbolize the spirit and meaning of Alaska. Alaskans should take pride in a 
building that reflects our diversity, unity, history, and vision of the future.

Specifically, HB 60 allows boroughs or unified municipalities with at least 30,000 
residents to make bids to build a new Capitol Building in their community. The boroughs 
or unified municipalities able to make the bid would include Juneau, Matanuska-Susitna, 
Fairbanks, Fairbanks North Star Borough, Kenai Peninsula Borough, and Anchorage.

The current Capitol Building was built in 1931. Alaska was still a territory, 
governed by the 10th Territorial Legislature, which was comprised of a total o f 24 
legislators. The issues facing the great State of Alaska have matured and developed since 
this time, and our State Legislature has grown to rise up and meet these issues. However, 
the building in which we work to promote Alaska’s interests, where the public comes to 
see Alaskan history made, remains the building of 1931. Many of the problems with 
having an antiquated building cannot be rectified with patchwork remedies. These 
problems include a lack of access to disabled Alaskans (many of whom are veterans), 
insufficient space for our legislators and legislative committees, corridors which do not 
meet safety requirements, a lack of amenities to serve the public (including gallery 
seating and a public lounge), as well as the constant need to update obsolete electrical, 
heating, and communications systems.

Upon accepting the borough’s or unified municipality’s bid, the legislative 
counsel will be responsible for carrying out the terms of the proposal, and for the 
operation and maintenance of the building. Rent would be $1 per year. The new building 
will be completed and ready for occupancy by 2008.

HB 60 will provide Alaskans with a functional, beautiful, accessible, and safe 
legislative hall— a distinguished symbol of our government and a structure of which 
Alaskans can be proud.

For these reasons, I urge you to support HB 60.

mailto:Representative_Norman_Rokeberg@legis.state.ak.us


A L A S K A  S T A T E  L E G I S L A T U R E

House of Representatives

RULES COMMITTEE. CHAIRMANLABOR & COMMERCE COMMITTEE. MEMBER
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL, MEMBER
SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON OIL & GAS. MEMBER
LEGISLATIVE ETHICS COMMITTEE. MEMBER
wobsito. hllpy/wvvw.akiopubltcans.org/rokoborg/

COMMITTEE ASSIGNMENTS;

Representative Norman Rokeberg
e-mail; Representative_Norman_Rokeberg@legis.state.ak.us

INTERIM:
716 WEST 4TH AVENUE. SUITE 300 ANCHORAGE, AK 99501 
PHONE; (907) 269 0117 
FAX: (907) 269 0119
SESSION;
ALASKA STATE CAPITOL 
JUNEAU, AK 99601-1182 
PHONE: (907) 465-4968 FAX: (907) 465-2090

Sectional Analysis 
HB 60

Sec 1. Findings
a. Capitol building houses the Governor, Lieutenant Governor, and the 

Legislature.
b. Corridors were found in violation of Fire codes in 1998, and we have been 

unable to keep them at code. In addition, modem office buildings require fire protection 
corridors, which our capitol building cannot support.

c. Items of concern are, corridor length, space, access, lack of amenities, chamber 
space, committee space, electrical and telecommunication services, heating and 
ventilation.

d. The building has outlived its usefulness.

Sec 2. a. Alaska legislative counsel shall develop specifications for the new hall that will 
be made available by December 15, 2003. The building must first meet all fire codes, 
ADA requirements. The building must correct each of the issues listed in Seel (c).

(1) An office for each legislator and their staff
(2) A chamber for each body of the legislature, with voting boards
(3) A legislative lounge
(4) 18 committee rooms
(5) A suite office space for the governor and his staff
(6) One Courtroom for the Supreme Court and staff
(7) One photocopy room for each floor
(8) A public lounge
(9) Rooms for security, supply, and documents
(10) Office space deemed appropriate by the legislature
(11) Office space for the senate secretary and the chief clerk
(12) A print shop
(13) A maintenance shop
(14) A media office
(15) An adequate area for media
(16) An atrium or rotunda for events
(17) Displays for Alaska historical exhibits and artifacts
(18) A documents room

mailto:Representative_Norman_Rokeberg@legis.state.ak.us


(19) A press room
(20) Adequate restrooms on each floor

b. specifications must include parking, including
(1) covered parking for at least 75 vehicles
(2) parking for at least 300 adjacent to the building
(3) covered walkways
(4) parking for an additional 150 spaces near the site

c. Total parking provided must equal or exceed the amount specified by code

Sec 3. Upon completing specifications the legislature shall solicit proposals. In deciding 
what proposal to accept the legislature shall consider whether the community has (1) 
adequate utilities (2) airport access (3) road or ferry access and (4) has adequate b ' . .1th, 
education, and social services facilities and adequate housing opportunities.

Sec 4. Contract procedures under AS 36.30.020 do not apply to this selection.

Sec 5. If a hall is constructed under this act, the legislature shall convene in this hall 
during the next session and every session, thereafter.
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Alaska's Capitol

Welcome to Alaska's capitol! Originally completed in 1931, the building served as the 
territorial capitol housing the legislature, governor, the post office, courts, and numerous 
other federal and territorial agencies. Today our capitol contains the offices o f the state 
legislature, governor, and lieutenant governor.

Cap itol T ou r  Video (Download 45.7 M B  File) Download to your desktop and play with 
Windows M edia Player.

Congress authorized and made an initial appropriation for the building in 1911, but 
construction did not begin until 1929. There were many reasons for the delay, including 
the cessation o f all public works o f this type caused by W orld  W a r I. One early delay was 
the refusal o f the federal government to pay the owners' asking price for some o f the lots 
on the site. This was overcome by local citizens and businesses who contributed money to 
purchase the necessary lots and deed them to the government.

Architects in the U .S . Treasury Department prepared plans for the building, and the 
construction contract was awarded to N .P. Severin Company o f Chicago. G round  was 
broken by territorial governor George A. Parks on September 1 8 ,1 92 9 . Construction is 
brick faced reinforced concrete. The lower facade is faced with limestone. The limestone 
and marble used in the fou r columns o f the portico and in the lobby were quarried  on 
Prince o f Wales Island in southeast Alaska. In front o f the building is a replica o f  the 
Liberty Bell, given to Alaska in 1950. A sim ilar bell was given to every state as part o f a 
promotional campaign for U .S . Savings Bonds.

Awaiting construction o f the capitol, the territorial legislature, beginning with its first 
session in 1913, met in rented buildings around Juneau. The territorial governor was also 
in rented quarters when the capitol opened in 1931. When Alaska became a state in 1959,

httD://w3.1egis.state.ak.us/students/capitol.htm 4/8/2004
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the building became the property o f the state under provisions o f the Alaska Statehood  
Act.

In the lobby are two clay fired sculptures by Joan Bugbee Jackson. The scenes "Harvest 
o f the Sea" and "Harvest o f the Land" depict hunting and fishing in the 1930's and took 
approximately nine months to complete. O ther carvings depict principal sources o f 
income for the state: oil and gas, fishing and fish processing, wood products, m inerals, 
tourism , hunting and trapping. Also on the ground floor is the documents office, which 
distributes bills and other official publications during the legislative session. The  
remainder o f the ground floor consists o f legislators' offices and meeting room s, as does 
the first floor.

The legislative chambers have always been on the second floor, although not exactly 
where they are now. The original Senate chambers were in the rooms currently used as 
offices for the House Speaker and majority caucus. These rooms were restored in 1979. 
M uch  o f  the furniture is from  the territorial period, and the hand stenciled ceiling dates 
from  the time o f construction.

The entire third floor is occupied by the governor and lieutenant governor. In the main 
hall is the "Hall o f Governors" containing pictures o f all territorial and state governors.

Until 1993 the fourth floor housed the Attorney General's offices. Today the entire fourth  
floor is used by the Legislature for offices and meeting rooms.

The Senate Finance Committee room  is located on the fifth floor in what was once the 
federal d istrict court room . This room  has also been restored and the wooden benches are 
those that were used in the original court room .

A laska's Capitol has served as the symbol and seat o f government for over 60  years, and 
continues today to be a working Capitol.

Send q u e s tio n s  and  co m m e n ts  to  W e b m a s te r. T h is  page  la s t u p d a te d  1 0 /2 4 /0 2

hitn://w3.1eeis. state, ak.us/students/capitol.htm 4/8/2004



L e g i s l a t i v e  R e s e a r c h  S e r v i c e s

130 Seward Street, Suitc2IS 
Juneau. Alaska 99801-2196 

Phone: (907) 465-399! 
Fax: (907)463-3351

June 5,1997

MEMORANDUM
TO:

FROM: Maria GladziszewskijVvA 
Legislative Analyst/Manager

RE: B rie f H istory o f Efforts to Move Alaska's Capital, 1960-1997
Research Request 97.062

You asked for an overview of the capital move issue in Alaska. Below is a chronological 
summary o f major events in the history of the issue. Attached is a table listing all the measures 
that have been put to voters since statehood regarding the capital move. Also attached is another 
history, written January 1983, with additional details on events between 1960 and 1982.

1959-Delegates to Constitutional Convention Sidestep Issue

Delegates to the constitutional convention sidestepped the contentious issue of the capital location 
through the compromise of Article XV, Section 20, declaring Juneau the capital o f  the state but 
placing this wording in the "transitional" anicle o f the constitution.

1960—Voters Reject Capital Move Initiative
Initiative No. 1 on the 1960 general election ballot provided that "the capital of the state o f  Alaska 
shall be moved on or before January 1, 1965, to a location within the Cook Inlet-Rail Belt area, 
exact site to be selected by a committee of five appointed by the Governor "

Alaska State Legislature 
Legislative Affairs Agency 
Division of Legal &  Research Services

3

The initiative was defeated 23,972 (56 percent) to 18,865 (44 percent).
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Initiative No. 1 on the 1962 general election ballot proposed the following:

. . .  the Capital of Alaska be relocated in Western Alaska, to a site not within 
30 miles of Anchorage. A committee of senior senators Grom each senatorial 
district shall select not more than three locations, consisting of not less than 
6,400 acres o f state lands.. . .  From the locations selected the site shall be 
chosen by phirality vote of the people. The Legislature shall immediately 
thereafter provide for planning and construction of necessary state facilities. 
Movement o f the capital shall begin before June 1,1968.

Opponents sued to block the initiative from the ballot on the grounds that the location of the 
capital was a constitutional matter and the constitution could not be amended by way o f an 
initiative. The Alaska Supreme Court ruled that matters treated in Article XV were not a 
permanent part of the constitution and could be changed by statute; thus, they could be changed 
by initiative (Stair v. Hagglund, 374 P.2d 316, 1962).

The initiative failed by a vote of 32,325 (55 percent) to 26,542 (45 percent).

1962—Voters Reject Capital Move In itia tive

1974_Voters Adopt Capital Move Initiative

Initiative No. I on the 1974 primary ballot proposed to relocate the capital to a site outside a 
radius o f 30 miles from Anchorage or Fairbanks. Three potential sites were to be nominated by 
a nine-person site selection committee, and the voters were to make the final selection. The 
contending sites were to have 100 square miles of contiguous land owned by the state or land that 
could be acquired by the state at no cost. The move was to commence no later than October I, 
1980.

The initiative was adopted by the voters 46,659 (57 percent) to 35,683 (43 percent).

1976-V oters Select Willow as Site of New State Capital

In accordance with the 1974 initiative, a capital site selection committee was formed. After a year 
of study, the committee proposed Willow, Larson Lake and Mount Yenlo as the three sites. These 
choices went before the voters at the 1976 general election; the Willow site was chosen by a 
majority vote o f 53 percent.

Mount Yenlo, Larson Lake, and Willow received 16,169, 33,170, and 56,210 votes, respectively.
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1977-Legislature Creates the New Capital Site Planning Commission

In 1977, the legislature adopted a capital planning statute that created a nine-member New Capital 
Site Planning Commission (Ch 67, SLA 1977). The commission was directed to prepare a 
detailed development plan for a city o f30,000 residents, cost estimates, and a financial plan. The 
commission estimated the cost o f moving the capital at about $3.5 billion and recommended that 
$966 million in bonds be authorized for the project through its completion in 1994.

June 5,1997
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1978-Voters Reject $966 Bond Authorization; Adopt FRAN K  Initiative

At the fall general election of 1978, the voters rejected by a wide margin-88,783 (74 percent) to 
31,491 (26 percent)-the $966 bond authorization recommended by the commission. At the same 
election, the voters adopted by a vote of 69,414 (56 percent) to 55,253 (44 percent) Ballot 
Proposition No. 3, known as the FRANK initiative (spearheaded by the Fairbanks-based 
Frustrated, Responsible Alaskans Needing Knowledge), which provided that money could be 
authorized to relocate the capital only after a majority of voters casting ballots in a statewide 
election approved a bond proposition that identified "all bondable costs" of the capital relocation. 
A February 1978 opinion of the Alaska Attorney General had interpreted the phrase "all bondable 
costs" to include all costs associated v/ith the move that could be bonded, whether or not 
alternative financing methods were used.

The FRANK initiative brought capital move planning to a halt for two years (the period during 
which the legislature may not repeal an initiative).

1981-Legislature Reconstitutes New Capital Site Planning Commission

By the terms o f Chapter 54, SLA 1981 (which "repealed and reenacted" the FRANK initiative), 
a reconstituted capital site planning commission was charged with the task o f developing plans 
for construction and cost estimates for all aspects of the move, including the indemnification of 
Juneau residents. The 1981 law provided the following:

. . .  state money may be spent to relocate the state capital from its present 
location to the new capital site at Willow only after a majority o f those voting 
on the proposition at the 1982 general election have approved a ballot 
proposition that includes the total cost to the state of providing for completion 
o f relocation of a functional state capital___

The measure also provided that if the ballot proposition was rejected by a majority o f the voters, 
then all laws relating to capital relocation would be repealed. The commission completed its work
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in August, 1982. It scaled down the cost of the project from the first commission's estimate o f 
$3.5 billion to a new estimate o f $2.8 billion.

1982—Voters Reject Ballot Proposition to Relocate Capital to Willow

Ballot Measure No. 8 on the 1982 general election ballot read as follows:

Considering the cost, revenue and population estimates set out below, may 
the State o f Alaska spend the money necessary (estimated to total 
$2,843,147,000) to accomplish relocation of a functional state capital from 
Juneau to the new capital site at Willow?

The measure was defeated 102,083 (53 percent) to 91,249 (47 percent),

1994_Voters Reject Moving the Capital to Wasilla; Adopt FRAN K  Initiative

At the general election o f  1994, voters rejected Ballot Measure Number 3, a proposal to change 
the state capital to Wasilla as of January 1, 1997, by a 55 to 45 percent margin. At the same 
election, the voters adopted by a vote of 119,089 (64 percent) to 66,157 (36 percent) Ballot 
Proposition No. 5, a revival o f the FRANK initiative (spearheaded by the Fairbanks-based Fiscally 
Responsible Alaskans Needing Knowledge), with the following provision:

State money may be expended to relocate physically the capital or the 
legislature from the present location only after a majority o f those voting in 
a statewide election have approved a bond issue that includes all bondable 
costs to the State o f the relocation of a functional state legislature or capital 
to the new site over a 12-year period following such approval.1

* * * * *

I hope this information is helpful to you. If you have additional questions or need more 
information, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Attachments

‘See Alaska Statutes 44.06.050 - 44.06.060.



ili Si#
i l l
l i f e

DATE Question

FOR AGAINST

Votes Percentage Votes Percentage

9-Aug-60 Ballot Initiative: 
Relocate the State Capita 18,865 44% 23,972 56%

6-N0V-62 Ballot Initiative: 
Relocate the State Capita 26,542 45% 32,325 55%

27-Aug-74
Ballot Initiative: 

Relocate S. Construct 
Capital

46,659 57% 35,683 43%

2-N0V-76 Ballot Measure: 
Capital Site Selection

Larson Lake: 33,170 
Mount Yenlo: 16,169 

Willow: 56,219

7-Nov-78

Bonding Proposition: 
New State Capital 

Construction Bonds-- 
$966,000,000

31,491 26% C8.783 74%

7-NOV-78

Ballot Initiative:
Full Bondable Costs of 
Relocating the Capital 

(FRANK Initiatve]

69,414 56% 55,253 44%

2-NOV-82
Ballot Proposition: 
Relocation of State 

Capitol
91,249 47% 102,083 53%

8-Nov-94
Ballot Initiative: 

Relating to Changing the 
Capital to Wasilla

96,398 45% 116,277 55%

8-Nov-94

Ballot Initiative: 
Relating to Voters Right to 
Know the Cost of Moving 

the Capital [FRANK 
Initiative]

119,089 64% 66,157 36%

SOURCES:
State of Alaska Official Election Pamphlets; and
Alaska Division of Elections at http://www.gov.ctate.ak.us/ltgov/elections/inihist.htm

Prepared by Alaska Legislative Research Services, June 1997 (97.062).

http://www.gov.ctate.ak.us/ltgov/elections/inihist.htm

