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4/26/04

CS FOR HOUSE BILL NO. 557( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): HOUSE RULES COMMITTEE

A BILL 

FOR AN ACT ENTITLED 

"An Act relating to a lobbyist's bullying, intimidating, or threatening a legislator or any 

person testifying or not testifying before tbe legislature, and providing for the 

investigation of lobbyists' violations of certain laws, tbe suspension of lobbyist 

registration, and civil penalties against lobbyists."

BE IT ENACTED BY THE LEG 1SLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA;

* Section 1. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section 

to read:

FINDINGS AND INTENT. The legislature finds that open and unrestricted testimony 

on matters brought before the legislature is essential to the effective functioning of the 

legislature. Persons giving testimony should be free of the fear o f retribution from a lobbyist.

If a lobbyist attempts to influence a person's testimony before a legislative body by implicit or 

explicit threats, the Alaska Public Offices Commission may suspend the lobbyist's 

registration.

* Sec. 2. AS 24.45.121(a) is amended to read:
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(a) A lobbyist may not

(1) engage in any activity as a lobbyist before registering under

AS 24.45,041;

(2) do anything with the intent o f placing a public official under 

personal obligation to the lobbyist or to the lobbyist's employer;

(3) intentionally deceive or attempt to deceive any public official with 

regard to any material fact pertinent to pending or proposed legislative or 

administrative action;

(4) cause or influence the introduction of a legislative measure solely 

for the purpose o f thereafter being employed to secure its passage or its defeat;

(5) cause a communication to be sent to a public official in the name of 

any fictitious person or in the name of any real person, except with the consent of that 

per n;

(6) accept or agree to accept any payment in any way contingent upon 

the defeat, enactment, or outcome of any proposed legislative or administrative action;

(7) serve as a member of a state board, or commission, if the lobbyist's 

employer may receive direct economic benefit from a decision of that board or 

commission;

(8) serve as a campaign manager or director, serve as a campaign 

treasurer or deputy campaign treasurer on a finance or fund-raising committee, host a 

fund-raising event, directly or indirectly collect contributions for, or deliver 

contributions to, a candidate, or otherwise engage in the fu*.» .aising activity of a 

legislative campaign or campaign for governor or lieutenant governor if  the lobbyist 

has registered, or is required to register as a lobbyist, under this chapter, during the 

calendar year; this paragraph does not apply to a representational lobbyist as defined 

in the regulations of the Alaska Public Offices Commission, and does not prohibit a 

lobbyist from making personal contributions to a candidate as authorized by AS 15.13 

or personally advocating on behalf of a candidate;

(9) offer, solicit, initiate, facilitate, or provide to or on behalf of a 

person covered by AS 24.60, during a legislative session, a gift, other than food or 

beverage for immediate consumption, except for tickets to a charity event described in
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AS 24.60.080(c)(10);

(10) make or offer a gift or a campaign contribution whose acceptance 

by the person to whom it is offered would violate AS 24.60.J,

(111 as a result of a person’s decision to provide or not provide 

testimony to the legislature, a legislator, or a legislative committee on an issue 

favored or opposed by the lobbyist.

(A1 agree to, threaten to. or state or imply that the lobbyist 

(il will take or withhold or will cause another person 

to take or withhold a legislative, administrative, or political action, 

including support for or opposition to a bill, employment, 

nominations, or appointments; in this sub-subparagraph, "political 

action” has the meaning given in AS 24.60.990; or

(iil will provide or not provide a thing of value: or 

(B) bully or intimidate with the intent of influenging-a 

legislator, legislative employee, or member of the public in regard to 

taking a position on an issue, voting, testifying:, or lobbying,

* Sec. 3. AS 24.45 is amended by adding a new section to article 4 to read:

Sec. 24.45.136. Suspension of registration and civil penalties for 

violations, (a) The commission may, on its own initiative or upon the information of 

any person, investigate a violation of this chapter by a lobbyist.

(b) If the commission finds that the lobbyist failed to comply with this chapter 

or a regulation adopted under this chapter, the commission may

(1) suspend the registration of the lobbyist for not more than 120 days;

and

(2) impose a civil fine of not more than $5,000.
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FISCAL NOTE
2003 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB 557

() Publish Date: 4/21/2004

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: ________

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_____________________ Dept. Affected;__________ Admin.
Title Regarding lobbyist prohibitions BRU AK Public Offices Commission

Component AK Public Offices Commission
Sponsor House Rules
Requester House State Affairs Component No. 70

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2004 FY 200C FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009

Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Land & Structures 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Grants & Claims 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Miscellaneous 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1003 GF Match 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1004 GF 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1005 GF'Program Receipts 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

1037 GF/Mental Health 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate) 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current ye?.: (FY2003) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS ______________________
Full-time 0 0 0 0 0 0

Part-time 0 0 0 0 0 0

Temporary 0 0 0 0 0 0

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
It is not possible to determine if there would be a fiscal impact to APOC as a result of this legislation at 
present. Undercurrent lobbying statutes, the only penalties for violating the prohibitions in AS 24.45.121 
are criminal penalties. Thus if a violation occurred, the Commission would be required to conduct a full 
investigation, hold a hearing, make a determination, and then report the violation to the Department of Law. 

This would be a time-consuming and expensive process, but the Commission has no way to estimate the 
possible fiscal impact as complaints of criminal wrong-doing by lobbyists are seldom filed with APOC and 
the Commission does not know if this legislation would change that. The Department of Law would be 

responsible for prosecuting the matter if the Commission found a violation, Therefore, there may be a 
fiscal impact to the Department of Law.

Prepared by: Brooke Miles Phone 276-4176
Division APOC     Date/Time 4/23/04 3:38 PM

Approved by: ___________________________________________________________  Date 4/23/2004__________
Agency ___________________________________________________________

(Ravisod 9/2002 OMB) Page 1 O f_1_



A la sk a  State Legislature
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

Official Business COMMITTEE ON RULES 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  N o r m a n  R o k e b e r g ,  C h a i r m a n

State Capitol, Rin. 214 
Juneau, Ak 99S01-1182 
(907) 465-3764

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C h e r y l l  H e i n z e  

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t
House Bill 557

“ A n  A c t  r e g a r d i n g  l o b b y i s t  p r o h i b i t i o n s . ”
F o r  In fo rm a tio n , C o n tac t: R ep . C hery ll H einze, 465-4930

In order to protect citizens and legislators from bullying or threatening 
by lobbyists, HB 557 proposes to make that kind of threatening activity 
punishable in criminal court. There is no place in Alaskan politics for that 
kind of extortionist behavior.

This bill will ensure that the people involved in Alaska’s democratic 
process are protected from the suggestion or threat of harm for the purpose 
of influencing a citizen or legislator.

HB 557 affords people the protection from unscrupulous activities 
meant to influence their participation in the legislative process. Unless this 
type of activity is addressed and made punishable there will always be the 
possibility that undue pressure could be brought to bear by lobbyists in order 
to further their own agenda.

HB 557 will ensure that the legislation passed by the Alaska State 
Legislature will be uninfluenced by anything but the motivation to improve 
the quality of life for all Alaskans.
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T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s  T im e s  o n  M o n d a y ,  
J u l y  0 7 ,
2 0 0 3  :

L o b b y i s t ' s  G u e r r i l l a  T a c t i c s  G e t  A t t e n t i o n  
b y  P e t e r  N i c h o l a s ,  LA  T im e s  S t a f f  W r i t e r

SACRAMENTO —  F o r  l o b b y i s t s  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  c a p i t a l ,  t h e  r u l e s  a r e  p r e t t y
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d :  b e f r i e n d  l e g i s l a t o r s ;  b e  d i s c r e e t ;  d o n ' t  e m b a r r a s s  t h e
p e o p l e  w h o s e
v o t e  y o u  m a y  n e e d  a n o t h e r  d a y .

S o  J a m i e  C o u r t ,  a  c o n s u m e r  a c t i v i s t  b a s e d  i n  S a n t a  M o n i c a ,  s e e m s  t o  b e
t a k i n g  a
d i s t i n c t l y  s e l f - d e s t r u c t i v e  p a t h .

C o u r t  r e c e n t l y  m a d e  p u b l i c  p a r t i a l  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  n u m b e r s  o f  l e g i s l a t o r s  w h o  
r e j e c t e d  a  b i l l  a im e d  a t  p r o t e c t i n g  p e o p l e ' s  p r i v a c y .  U n d e r  a  g i a n t  
"WANTED" l o g o ,
C o u r t ' s  W eb  s i t e  s h o w s  t h u m b n a i l  p i c t u r e s  o f  n i n e  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  A s s e m b l y  
B a n k i n g
C o m m i t t e e  w h o  o p p o s e d  t h e  b i l l  o r  d i d n ' t  v o t e ,  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  
d i g i t s  o f
e a c h  o n e ' s  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  n u m b e r .

L a w m a k e r s  a r e  f u r i o u s ,  c h a r g i n g  t h a t  C o u r t ' s  t a c t i c s  a m o u n t  t o  a  k i n d  o f  
b l a c k m a i l .
A s s e m b l y  S p e a k e r  H e r b  W e s s o n  a s k e d  t h e  C a l i f o r n i a  H i g h w a y  P a t r o l  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e .
T h e  s t a t e  p o l i c e  i n  t u r n  a s k e d  t h e  a t t o r n e y  g e n e r a l ' s  o f f i c e  f o r  g u i d a n c e  
o n  w h e t h e r  a
c r i m e  m a y  h a v e  b e e n  c o m m i t t e d ,  a n d  i s  w a i t i n g  t o  h e a r  b a c k ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  a  CHP 
s p o k e s w o m a n .  A n e w l y  c r e a t e d  S p e c i a l  C o m m i t t e e  o n  P r o t o c o ]  a l s o  w i l l  l o o k  
i n t o  t h e
m a t t e r ,  W e s s o n ' s  o f f i c e  s a i d .

L e g i s l a t o r s  w a n t  t o  s e e  i f  C o u r t ' s  a c t i o n s  r u n  a f o u l  o f  A r t i c l e  I V  o f  t h e  
s t a t e
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  w h i c h  m a k e s  i t  a  f e l o n y  t o  t r y  t o  i n f l u e n c e  a  l e g i s l a t o r ' s  
v o t e  t h r o u g h

hUp://lists.iww.org/pipermail/iww-news/2003-July/002733.html 4/20/2004
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i n t i m i d a t i o n .

T o  C o u r t ,  i t  i s  t h e  l e g i s l a t o r s  w h o  f l o u t e d  t h e  C o n s t i t u t i o n .  L o o k  a t  t h e  
f i r s t  p a r a g r a p h ,
h e  s a i d ,  w h i c h  d e c l a r e s  p r i v a c y  r i g h t s  a r e  " i n a l i e n a b l e . "

C o u r t  i s n ' t  w o r r i e d  a b o u t  t h e  a n g e r  c o m i n g  h i s  w a y .  H e  s a i d  h e  m e r e l y  
w a n t e d  t o
d r i v e  h om e  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  e v e r y o n e ' s  p r i v a c y  i s  j e o p a r d i z e d  i n  a n  e r a  v /h en  
t h e  m o s t
s e n s i t i v e  b a n k i n g  a n d  p e r s o n a l  r e c o r d s  c a n  b e  b o u g h t  a n d  s o l d  o n  t h e  
I n t e r n e t  f o r  a  
f e w  d o l l a r s .

F a r  f r o m  b a c k i n g  o f f ,  h e  c o n f i r m e d  t h a t  h e  a l s o  c o u l d  p u r c h a s e  t h e  S o c i a l  
S e c u r i t y
n u m b e r s  o f  W h i t e  H o u s e  a d v i s o r  K a r l  R o v e ,  U . S .  A t t y .  G e n .  J o h n  A s h c r o f t  a n d  
C IA
c h i e f  G e o r g e  J .  T e n e t  f o r  $ 2 6  a p i e c e .  ( C o u r t  s t r u c k  o u t  w i t h  G e o r g e  W. B u s h . )

O f  t h e  s t a t e ' s  g o v e r n i n g  c l a s s ,  C o u r t  s a i d :  " T h e y  r e a l l y  t h i n k  o f  
t h e m s e l v e s  a s  k i n g s
a n d  q u e e n s  w h o s e  r i n g s  h a v e  t o  b e  k i s s e d . "

S a c r a m e n t o  P a r i a h

C o u r t ' s  g u e r r i l l a  t a c t i c s  h a v e  t u r n e d  h im  i n t o  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  p a r i a h  i n  
S a c r a m e n t o ,  a
c o n s p i c u o u s  m i s f i t  i n  a  C a p i t o l  c u l t u r e  h e  s a y s  h a s  c o m e  t o  r e s e m b l e  o n e  b i g  
" c o m m e r c i a l  t r a n s a c t i o n . "

I n  j u s t  t h e  l a s t  tw o  m o n t h s ,  C o u r t  h a s  p a r r i e d  i n s u r a n c e  c o m p a n i e s ,  b a n k s ,  
c h a m b e r s  o f  c o m m e r c e  a n d  c o r p o r a t e  i n t e r e s t s  i n  s t a t e h o u s e  s k i r m i s h e s  t h a t  
h a v e
t u r n e d  u g l y .

A t  a  S e n a t e  I n s u r a n c e  C o m m i t t e e  h e a r i n g  i n  M a y ,  h i s  m i c r o p h o n e  w a s  c u t  o f f  
a n d  h e
w a s  e s c o r t e d  t o  t h e  b a c k  o f  t h e  r o o m  a f t e r  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  l a w m a k e r s  w e r e  
i n f l u e n c e d  b y  c a m p a i g n  c o n t r i b u t i o n s .

" I ' m  n o t  i n  t h i s  t o  m a k e  m o n e y , "  s a i d  C o u r t ,  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  S a n t a  
M o n i c a - b a s e d  n o n p r o f i t  F o u n d a t i o n  f o r  T a x p a y e r  a n d  C o n s u m e r  R i g h t s .

" I ' m  n o t  i n  t h i s  t o  b e  a  l o b b y i s t  w h o  c a n  c o m m u n i c a t e  t o  l e g i s l a t o r s  o n  a  
f r i e n d l y
b a s i s .  I ' m  h e r e  t o  s t a n d  u p  f o r  t h e  p u b l i c  a n d  l e t  t h e  p u b l i c  k n o w  w h e n  
p o l i t i c i a n s  p e e  
o n  t h e i r  s h o e s . "

T h a t  i s  t h e  s o r t  o f  t a l k  t h a t  c o u l d  s e v e r  a l l i a n c e s  —  w e r e  t h e r e  a l l i a n c e s  
t o  s e v e r .  B u t
w o o i n g  l a w m a k e r s  i s n ' t  C o u r t ' s  f o c u s .

He  s e e s  h i s  r o l e ,  r a t h e r ,  a s  e d u c a t i n g  v o t e r s  a b o u t  t h e  b a c k r o o m  w o r k i n g s  o f  
S a c r a m e n t o  a n d  t h e  d e g r e e  t o  w h i c h  c o r p o r a t i o n s  a n d  w i l l i n g  l e g i s l a t o r s  
f o i l  t h e
p u b l i c  i n t e r e s t .

A t  t i m e s ,  h i s  m e t h o d s  a n t a g o n i z e  e v e n  t h o s e  l a w m a k e r s  w h o  m i g h t  b e  s y m p a t h e t i c .

hUp://lists.iww.org/pipermaiI/iww-news/2003-July/002733.html 4/20/2004
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P a t r i c i a  W i g g i n s  ( D - S a n t a  R o s a )  w a s  o n e  o f  o n l y  t h r e e  B a n k i n g  C o m m i t t e e  
m e m b e r s
w ho  v o t e d  f o r  t h e  b i l l  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  b a r r e d  f i n a n c i a l  i n s t i t u t i o n s  f r o m  
s e l l i n g  o r
s h a r i n g  p e r s o n a l  r e c o r d s  w i t h o u t  c u s t o m e r s '  w r i t t e n  a p p r o v a l .  W i g g i n s  s a i d  
t h a t  i f
C o u r t  b e l i e v e s  h e  i s  h e l p i n g  t h e  c a u s e ,  h e  i s  m i s t a k e n .

" I t ' s  a  c u c k o o  w a y  o f  g o i n g  a r o u n d  m a k i n g  a  p o i n t , "  W i g g i n s  s a i d  i n  a n  
i n t e r v i e w .  S h e
a d d e d :  " H o p e f u l l y ,  we c a n  m i n i m i z e  t h e  d a m a g e  t h i s  g u y ' s  d o i n g . "

S t a t e  S e n .  J a c k i e  S p e i e r  ( D - H i l l s b o r o u g h ) , w h o  s p o n s o r e d  t h e  p r i v a c y  
l e g i s l a t i o n ,
s e n t  C o u r t  a  l e t t e r  d e n o u n c i n g  h i s  a p p r o a c h .

" I t  i s  i r o n i c  t h a t  y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n  w o u l d  v i o l a t e  p e o p l e ' s  p r i v a c y  r i g h t s  
u n d e r  t h e
g u i s e  o f  e n h a n c i n g  p r i v a c y  p r o t e c t i o n s  f o r  C a l i f o r n i a n s , "  s h e  w r o t e .  " I  
n e i t h e r  n e e d
n o r  w a n t  h e l p  l i k e  t h i s . "

C o u r t  w r o t e  a  r e p l y  t h e  s am e  d a y :  " S o  w h o  a r e  y o u  t o  l e c t u r e  u s  f o r  
e x p o s i n g  t h e
t r u t h  —  w h i c h  i s  t h a t  e v e r y o n e ' s  p r i v a c y  i s  a t  r i s k  —  a n d  t h e  h y p o c r i s y  
o f  l a w m a k e r s
w h o  d o n ' t  c a r e  a b o u t  a n y b o d y ' s  p r i v a c y  b u t  t h e i r  o w n ? "

T h o u g h  s h e  s p o n s o r e d  S B 1 ,  S p e i e r  g e t s  n o  s p e c i a l  d e f e r e n c e  f r o m  C o u r t .  T h e  
f o u n d a t i o n  p o s t e d  h e r  p i c t u r e  u n d e r  a  "WANTED" s i g n  a f t e r  s h e  a b s t a i n e d  
f r o m  v o t i n g
o n  a  m e a s u r e  t h a t  w o u l d  h a v e  b a r r e d  c o m p a n i e s  w i t h  t h r e e  f e l o n y  c o n v i c t i o n s  
f r o m
d o i n g  b u s i n e s s  i n  C a l i f o r n i a .

" H e ' s  f i e r c e  a n d  r e l e n t l e s s  a n d  a n  u n s t o p p a b l e  f o r c e , "  s a i d  H a r v e y  
R o s e r . f i e l d ,  w h o
s t a r t e d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  i n  1 9 8 5 .  "A n d  t h e  l a w m a k e r s  a r e  t e r r i f i e d  o f  t h a t . "

F o r  t h e  c a p i t a l ' s  m a i n s t r e a m  l o b b y i n g  s e t ,  w a t c h i n g  C o u r t  i s  l i k e  w a t c h i n g  a  
s e l f - i m m o l a t i o n  —  f r o m  a  s a f e  d i s t a n c e .

"W h en  y o u  r e p r e s e n t  i n s u r e r s  o r  l a r g e  b u s i n e s s e s ,  t a k i n g  a  t h r e a t e n i n g  
a p p r o a c h  i s
s u i c i d a l , "  s a i d  D a n  D u n m o y e r ,  p r e s i d e n t  o f  t h e  P e r s o n a l  I n s u r a n c e  
F e d e r a t i o n .  " T h i s
i s  a  t o w n  o f  r e l a t i o n s h i p s .  A n d  t o d a y ' s  o p p o n e n t  i s  t o m o r r o w ' s  a l l y . "

C o u r t ,  3 6 ,  w o r k s  o u t  o f  a  c l u t t e r e d  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n ' s  
h e a d q u a r t e r s .  A s i g n  o n
h i s  w a l l  q u o t e s  D a n t e :  " T h e  h o t t e s t  p l a c e s  i n  h e l l  a r e  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h o s e  
w h o ,  i n  t i m e
o f  g r e a t  m o r a l  c r i s i s ,  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  n e u t r a l i t y . "

H e  i s  o n e  o f  e i g h t  p e o p l e  a t  t h e  n o n p r o f i t ,  w h o s e  $ 8 0 0 , 0 0 0  b u d g e t  c o m e s  
l a r g e l y
f r o m  f o u n d a t i o n s  a n d  p r i v a t e  d o n o r s .  C o u r t ' s  s a l a r y  i s  $ 1 0 0 , 0 0 0 .

P r o g r e s s i v e  C a u s e s
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A g r a d u a t e  o f  P o m o n a  C o l l e g e ,  C o u r t  h a s  l o n g  b e e n  a c t i v e  i n  p r o g r e s s i v e  
c a u s e s .  He
h a s  s e r v e d  a s  a n  a d v o c a t e  f o r  t h e  h o m e l e s s  a n d  w o r k e d  f o r  c h u r c h - b a s e d  g r o u p s  
p r o m o t i n g  a n t i - p o v e r t y  a n d  h o u s i n g  i n i t i a t i v e s .  He i s  m a r r i e d  t o  a  c i v i l  
r i g h t s  
a t t o r n e y .

H i s  g r o u p  c h a m p i o n s  a  v a r i e t y  o f  p r o g r e s s i v e  c a u s e s :  k e e p i n g  i n s u r a n c e  
p r e m i u m s
d o w n ,  p r o t e c t i n g  w h i s t l e - b l o w e r s ,  d e f e n d i n g  p a t i e n t s '  r i g h t s .  W r i t t e n  o n  a n  
o f f i c e
c h a l k b o a r d  i s  o n e  w o r d ,  r e p e a t e d  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n :  " G r e e d . "

C o u r t  s p e a k s  w i t h  a b u n d a n t  s e l f - a s s u r a n c e ,  i n  g u s t s  o f  i n d i g n a t i o n  o v e r  
w h a t  h e  s e e s
a s  a  S a c r a m e n t o  m o r a l i t y  s o  r e p u g n a n t  h e  s a y s  h e  v i s i t s  t h e  C a p i t o l  a s  
l i t t l e  a s  
p o s s i b l e .

T h e r e  a r e  f e w  s h a d e s  o f  g r a y .  I n  a  r e c e n t  n e w s  r e l e a s e  a b o u t  o n e  o f  h i s  
t a r g e t s  —
t h e  C h a m b e r  o f  C o m m e r c e  - -  h e  r o l l e d  o u t  h i s  own  " 1 0  C o m m a n d m e n t s "  f o r  r e f o r m :  
" T h o u  s h a l l  n o t  c h e a t  t h e  t a x p a y e r . . .  T h o u  s h a l l  n o t  s t e a l  t h e  w o r k e r ' s  
v o t e . . .  "

S h u n n i n g  e x p e n s i v e  d i n n e r s  w i t h  l a w m a k e r s ,  C o u r t  p r e s s e s  h i s  a g e n d a  t h r o u g h  a  
b l i t z  o f  W eb  p o s t i n g s ,  o p - e d  p i e c e s ,  c a b l e  TV  a p p e a r a n c e s  a n d  a  n ew  b o o k  
d e c r y i n g
t h e  e v i l s  o f  b i g  b u s i n e s s ,  " C o r p o r a t e e r i n g . "  T h e  i d e a  i s  t o  b u i l d  a  c a s e  
t h r o u g h  d i r e c t  
p u b l i c  a p p e a l s .

M o t i v e s  Q u e s t i o n e d

S t i l l ,  s o m e  w o n d e r  i f  w h a t  h e ' s  p r o m o t i n g  i s  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  o r  J a m i e  C o u r t .

" H e ' s  J a m i e - o n e - n o t e , " S p e i e r  s a i d  i n  a n  i n t e r v i e w .  "A n d  J a m i e ' s  o n e  n o t e  
i s  t o  s a y ,
' E v e r y o n e  i s  c o r r u p t  b u t  m e . ' I  w o n ' t  b u y  t h a t . "

T h e  f o u n d a t i o n ' s  t a c t i c s  v e e r  t o w a r d  t h e  p e r s o n a l ,  t h e  t h e a t r i c a l .  I n  2 0 0 0 ,  
t h e  g r o u p
p r i n t e d  u p  c a r d s  d e p i c t i n g  G o v .  G r a y  D a v i s  o n  a  m i l k  c a r t o n  t o  i l l u s t r a t e  i t s  
c o n t e n t i o n  t h a t  D a v i s  w a s  m i s s i n g  d u r i n g  a  d e b a t e  o v e r  HMO r e f o r m .

I n  t h e  m i d - 1 9 9 0 s ,  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  p l o p p e d  a  d e a d  f i s h  o n t o  a  t a b l e  a t  a  
l e g i s l a t i v e
h e a r i n g  t o  m a k e  t h e  p o i n t  t h a t  v a r i o u s  p r o p o s a l s  i n v o l v i n g  HMO r e f o r m  
a m o u n t e d  t o  
a  r e d  h e r r i n g .

How e l s e  c a n  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  c o m p e t e ?  t h e  s t a f f  a s k s .

" I n  S a c r a m e n t o ,  t h e  p e o p l e  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  m o n e y  w i n , " R o s e n f i e l d  s a i d .

" A n d  t h e r e f o r e  t h e  l o b b y i s t s  w i t h  t h e  m o s t  m o n e y  c a n  a f f o r d  t o  b e  q u i e t  a n d  
r e s e r v e d
b e c a u s e  t h e i r  j o b  i s  d o n e  i n  t h e  d a r k ,  b e h i n d  c l o s e d  d o o r s  w h e n  t h e y  p a s s  
c h e c k s . S o
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t h e y  d o n ' t  h a v e  t o  m a k e  a  b i g  s t i n k . . .  I n  t h a t  a r e n a ,  o u r  p o w e r  c o m e s  f r o m  t h e  
p u b l i c . "

W i t h  t h e  p r i v a c y  l e g i s l a t i o n  s t a l l e d ,  C o u r t  i s  h o p i n g  t o  p u t  t h e  m e a s u r e  o n  
t h e  b a l l o t
i n  t h e  s p r i n g .  H e  d o e s n ' t  s e e m  f a z e d  b y  t h e  p r o s p e c t  o f  a n  i n v e s t i g a t i o n .
He n e v e r
r e l e a s e d  t h e  c o m p l e t e  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  n u m b e r s  a n d ,  i n  a n y  c a s e ,  h e  s a y s ,  h e
i s  n o t
t h e  v i l l a i n .

R o s e n f i e l d  s a i d :  " T h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e y ' r e  s q u e a l i n g  l i k e  s t u c k  p i g s  t e l l s  me 
t h e y ' r e
b e g i n n i n g  t o  u n d e r s t a n d  h ow  t h e  r e s t  o f  u s  f e e l  w h e n  o u r  p r i v a c y  i s  i n v a d e d  
o n  a
d a i l y  b a s i s . . .  I n s t e a d  o f  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  t h e  d a y - b y - d a y  c o r r u p t  a n d  i l l e g a l  
i n f l u e n c e  o f
c a m p a i g n  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  o n  t h e i r  c o l l e a g u e s ,  s o m e  l e g i s l a t o r s  w a n t  t o  
i n v e s t i g a t e  u s . "

R a t e p a y e r  R e v o l t  -  h t t p : / /w w w . r a t e p a y e r r e v o l t . o r q /

T h i s  e - m a i l  w a s  s e n t  t o  y o u  b e c a u s e  y o u  a r e  a  s u b s c r i b e r  
t o  t h e  FTC R  R a t e p a y e r  R e v o l t  m a i l i n g  l i s t .

F T C R \ ' s  a b i l i t y  t o  k e e p  d o i n g  t h i s  w o r k  r e s t s  w i t h  p e o p l e  l i k e  
y o u .  Y o u r  f i n a n c i a l  s u p p o r t  w i l l  r e a l l y  m a k e  a  d i f f e r e n c e .  T o  
h e l p  s u p p o r t  F T C R ,  p l e a s e  g o  t o  o u r  d o n a t i o n  p a g e :  
h t t p : / /w w w . c o n s u m e r w a t c h d o g . o r g / f t e r / d o n a t e . p h p 3

T o  u n s u b s c r i b e  s e n d  a n  e m a i l  t o  m a j o r d o m o @ c o n s u m e r w a t c h d o g . o r g  
w i t h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n  t h e  m e s s a g e  b o d y :  
u n s u b s c r i b e  u t i l i t i e s

NOTE: M a k e  s u r e  y o u  a r e  s e n d i n g  t h e  r e q u e s t  f r o m  t h e  
a c c o u n t  f r o m  w h i c h  y o u  a r e  s u b s c r i b e d .

Y o u r s  f o r  t h e  O n e  B i g  U n i o n ,
S t e v e  O n g e r t h  x 3 4 4 5 4 3 ,  IWW W eb  S i t e  A d m i n i s t r a t o r  
HOME -  ( 4 1 5 )  3 9 1 - 1 1 5 4  | |  C E L L  -  ( 5 1 0 )  4 5 9 - 6 5 8 6

J o i n  t h e  O n e  B i g  U n i o n  -  h t t p : / /  www. iw w . o r g /
H a v e  l a b o r  n e w s ,  a n n o u n c e m e n t s ,  o r  e v e n t s ?  P o s t  t h e m  a t  h t t p : / / m e d i a . i w w . o r g /

— = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = _ 6 0 1 9 4 5 5 = = _ .A L T
C o n t e n t - T y p e :  t e x t / h t m l ;  c h a r s e t = " u s - a s c i . i "

< h t m l >
T h e  f o l l o w i n g  a r t i c l e  w a s  p u b l i s h e d  i n  t h e  L o s  A n g e l e s  T im e s  o n  M o n d a y ,
J u l y  0 7 ,  < b r >
2 0 0 3 : < b r >
-------------------------- < b r >
L o b b y i s t ' s  G u e r r i l l a  T a c t i c s  G e t  A t t e n t i o n < b r >  
b y  P e t e r  N i c h o l a s ,  LA T im e s  S t a f f  W r i t e r  < b r > < b r >
SACRAMENTO - -  F o r  l o b b y i s t s  i n  t h i s  s t a t e  c a p i t a l ,  t h e  r u l e s  a r e  p r e t t y  
< b r >
s t r a i g h t f o r w a r d :  b e f r i e n d  l e g i s l a t o r s ;  b e  d i s c r e e t ;  d o n ' t  e m b a r r a s s  t h e
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