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CSFORHOUSE BILL NO. 460(STA)
IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA Coy. 10

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
BY THE HCUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE

Refered

Spansors): REPRESENTATIVE KERTTULA

ABILL
FOR AN ACT ENTITLED
1 "An Act relating to absences to provide care for certain family members for purposes of

2 permanent fund dividend eligibility; and providing for an effective date."

3 BEITENACTED BY THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA;

4 *Section 1. AS 43.23.008(a) is amended to read;

5 (a) Subject to (b) and (c) of this section, an otherwise eligible individual who
6 is absent from the state during the qualifying year remains eligible for a current year
1 permanent fund dividend if the individual was absent

8 (1) reccivim secondary or postsecondary education on a full-time
9 basis;

10 (2) receiving vocational, professional, or other specific education on a
1 full-time basis for which, as determined by the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary
12 Education, a comparable program is not reasonably available in the state;

13 (3) serving on active duty as a member of the armed forces of the
14 United States or accompanying, as that individual's spouse, minor dependent, or

1- CSHB 460(STA)
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Clisabled cepencent, anindividual whois

(A) serving on active duty as a member of the armed forces of
the Unired States; and

t (B) eligible for a current year dividend,
(4) serving under foreign or coastal articles of employment aboard an

\ oceangoing vessel of the United States merchant marine;

' (5) receiving continuous medical treatment recommended by a

| licensed physician or convalescing as recommended by the physician that treated the

< iliness if the treatment or convalescence is not based on a need for climatic change;

1 (6) providing care for a family member [PARENT, SPOUSE,
1 SIBLING, CHILD, OR STEPCHILD] with a critical life-threatening illness or injury
2 [WHOSE TREATMENT PLAN. AS RECOMMENDED BY THE ATTENDING
iV PHYSICIAN, REQUIRES TRAVEL QUTSIDE THE STATE FOR TREATMENT
U AT A MEDICAL SPECIALTY COMPLEX];

15 (7) providing care for the individual's terminally ill family member;

\e (8) settling the estate of the individual's deceased parent, spouse,
17 sibling, child, or stepchild, provided the absence does not exceed 220 cumulative days;
18 (9) serving as amember of the United States Congress;

19 (10) serving on the staff of a member from this state of the United
20 States Congress;
2 (11) serving as an employee of the state in a field office or other
22 location;
23 (12) accompanying a minor who is absent under (5) of this subsection;
24 (13) accompanying another eligible resident who is absent for a reason
25 permitted under (1), (2), (5) - (12), or (L4) of this subsection as the spouse, minor
26 dependent, or disabled dependent of the eligible resident;
21 (14) for any reason consistent with the individual's intent to remain a
28 state resident, provided the absence or cumulative absences do not exceed
29 (A) 180 days in addition to any absence or cumulative absences
30 claimed under (3) ofthis subsection if the individual is not claiming an absence
3 under (1), (2), or (4) - (13) of this subsection;

CSHBAG0(STA) 2
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(B) 120 days in addition to any absence or cumulative absences
claimed under (1) - (3) of this subsection if the individual is not claiming an
absence under (4) - (13) of this subsection but is claiming an absence under (1)
or (2) ofthis subsection; or
(C) 45 days in addition to any absence or cumulative absences
claimed under (1) - (13) of this subsection if the individual is claiming an
absence under (4)-(13) of this subsection.
*Sec. 2. AS 43.23.008(d) is amended to read:
(d) For purposes of (a)f61 and (m\ [(a)(7)] of this section, "family member"
means a person who is
(1) legally related to the individual through marriage or guardianship;
or
(2) the individual's sibling, parent, grandparent, son, daughter,
grandson, granddaughter, uncle, aunt, niece, nephew, or first cousin.
*Sec. 3. This Act takes effect January 1,2005.
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Representative Beth Kerttula

Alaska State Legislature District 3

Sponsor Statement
House Bill 460

Permanent Fund Dividend Allowable Absences

~ receive a Permanent Fund Dividend, an Alaskan must meet certain criteria
including a requirement that the person not be ahsent from the state more than 180
days. The legislature has defined certain “allowable absences," circumstances in which

anAlaskan can claim an exception to the 180-day rule.

In 1996, House Bill 198 expanded the list of allowable ahsences to include,
among other things, “providing care for a parent, spouse, sibling, child, or stepchild with
a critical life-threatening illness whose treatment plan, as™ recommended by the
attending physician, requires travel outside the state for treatment at a medical specialty

complex.”

This past summer | was contacted by a constituent who had to travel out of state
to care for her son who lives in the Lower48 and was critically injured in an accident,
Unfortunately, since the son did not wravel out of state for treatnient, my constituent was

denied her dividend because of the current language.

The intent of the original legislation was to ensure that people wha sacrificed and
put their lives_on hold to care for-a loved one were not denied their dividend for doing
s0. House Bill 460 would allow a person to care for a critically ill family member who
either lives out of state or happened to be out of state when they became ill. Whether
someone had to travel for treatment or not should not be the critical issue in determining

eligibility for the Permanent Fund Dividend.

Most Alaskans have at least one close family member Ii_vinﬁ; outside the state of
Alaska. When a family member is in critical condition, it is a difficult and trying time. Let
us give them one less thing to worry about.

State Capitol Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182  (907) 465-4766 Fax(l907)465-4748
E-mail: Rep.Beth.Kerttula@legis.state.ak.us * http://www kerttula.net
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AMENDMENT

OFFERED IN THE HOUSE
T0: HB 460

Page 1, line L
Delete "relatives"
Insert “family members"

Page 2, lines 10-13;

Delete all material and insert;
"(6) providing care for a family member [PARENT, SPOUSE,

SIBLING, CHILD, OR STEPCHILD] with a critical life-threatening illness or injury
[WHOSE TREATMENT PLAN, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE ATTENDING
PHYSICIAN, REQUIRES TRAVEL QOUTSIDE THE STATE FOR TREATMENT

AT A MEDICAL SPECIALTY COMPLEX];"

Page 3, following line 6:
Insert a new bill section to read:
"* Sec. 2. AS 43.23.008(d) is amended to read:
(d) For purposes of (a)(6) and (7) [(a)(7)] of this section, "family member"

means a person who is
(1) legally related to the individual through marriage or guardianship;

or
(2) the individual's sibling, parent, grandparent, son, daughter,

grandson, granddaughter, uncle, aunt, niece, nephew, or first cousin."

Renumber the following bill section accordingly.



ftPR-01-2004 12110 PM MANYARRON puncoWIYI-REED 9075861338 P. 04

15 Gibson

buquerque%ﬁ% exico*

1 April 2004

To the members of the Alaska House State Affairs Committee:
9re trngesfrom Albuquerque, New Mexico where we are expecting a sunny high tocay o f

Thank you for allowing this time for testimony on HB 460, brII |nt 0es 10
prg\%e/ care {orcerta?ﬁ |att||ves {or DUIDOSES 0 permanent |vr en elabg i

\}/name 1S his danya Pungow o |Reed 1am roud to
aving ar Ve te Of 8 ﬁngalné ,
ce, Inhan ous tre rve a stposrtron
eall o eme %se en
oomm ol |nt oIKS fr va |ed r&{nds e
ou |ve wa cam urI Bern towver

ut ewvvr nthefrrs ou re asr that It Was

ot som estate com ete Pgermtﬂ rground,
Y pe s nour
ora cabrn ous t FWhNere We
resrd rko SC ooI— Anc ora alranks area,
ez or mcr— untr We adto se thrsprop our ome was always

ere

InA 90 havr eﬁntl drv ceand |I8 v |nAnchor%%egwashl ﬁﬁﬁar

nglpoachr raeYeschoo el dlon ientus arnrvnlg?nnlﬂr i City Candw

Clanssafrtr well at Marie Drake, and |.was impressed by the child-friendliness ofthe
own aswe tﬂoecommunr léoommrtmenttgﬁtwa ) cewasrn'ﬂt ngrsrnesa

etme so st etwoo usm vedU Iremarned ang ghus anF Ron
ome on aslslan |ct Tt windows overlooking
ec ann ver an soenanBe |s ng Ing and gliding on
e curren arraroun the { IS Very aut



APR-01-2004 12:09 PM MANYASRON PUNGOWIYI-REEB 9075861338

e 'n%n e twnd }

NIECE, ha In exICo as an

Vln %]VGT
emwe St [enas IS I %Sr ece er ecldeq t

rendezvo smAI rque ra |r
We move to nsto

NIVersi %
e han oSt en ro UA an é]&reay rtvvoweeks
os o aﬂ%e |n emom nee 0|ca tlm or |stogP enggw)do

recuperano |n|vacat|on before

P. 03

i At otcongol Tt %%&%B%‘J%%%“ﬁ.%ﬁé\dbaﬁm“%%ﬁeaﬁa i tecr Bove

etﬁhi;to theTra aICU tU MH. |ss leen had ruptured |mmed|at81¥on

ﬁzsp fagm, a s ra emao
a tralimatic rain |n mato the treatment involves

en NCE, COU 15 CO

enegs
ave to erate aIra |t|o roce u asnahté

e meabo IMeN aortlcstl fin
cﬁ tecon nt. %NW tn act vaI
ressure vvas f|C|aI ra|n ra
ura vv| gen e orl—acon ovvnas E\%
ﬁelzures dunne% SDeri Decause of ncrease ressnr g o
£ NEUroSUIrgeon ere to Insertas unt Into Bryce’s brain.

NQWaS SO severe romail

Dut[]rg]%thls %enod he hadm Xl%eganes and his abdomen eﬁﬂ(g%?cntead pﬁeked

Uze, because the |ntern

Nnnoco |cat|o S 8s |nt H|e tlons

ehe wasstill on the
[es natorv%éJ [6s0 ve§ emee ves and |s ow egs developed %Yg?fd clots which

WErE success rea e

2 ;hg SR eﬁa A

un ure bro enfi sa arln sljver fwo tear
andmstl anao IC aneur m enone

tion wou not
evascu ar suroeon

ce'saorta, an
the

rlenced
S orain,

suborn Brewn injfaneafthere a|rsto ra mwould be successful
verycos %e ranb OknockoD w o | ﬂﬁ S0 orether avia o
0



apR-01-2004 12:08 PM MANVABRON PUNGOWIVI-REED 9075861338

P.02

o eeuutueuﬂeu“ i nu rg T

8h enfation (P gn rrr&nce

gg enameo aYasser nwasa caus
g el nownas B amveryqrate
ree ’}rrn 1S osgar liZation), an reare Ide effe ctg n]
ternal Jurres u owever the Impact rom e Traumatic Brain nJury
ee apoxidare extremeysevere

e 1s non-verhal ando |n|t|at ttoasm ree. He s fed rou
rtYr% r:h In ggrf %n |seeﬂ vvnsts and han

erstorni scar®an 'hasno co munrcatr

B contrace Mse nge nton
8/semb wnrchta make hi eﬁ

NCrease ramatrca IS |n ropriate. Ire esrna
ﬁursrrctarn t|t| asrtuggonlw &muc w]oc% uﬂ

Ome

are
0N, osrtro qIS ve |m0 Nt an hra(musc?

eh
n oru atefn

[e1Sm H)n era cardiacp ”sr}%?H ra?t gre ?;e% e Io AV eegrer
%cs %r gTwascu%i sur/ P/ CIleb?o %r]te i un oy
ere nahl

INCl Cence ea duee || forming aroun |t na
emergency care and perio cmonrtonngan NECesSIties atcannot
|IIenn|um vet /osennce nected disabili and use theVA
|s n afrﬁ]z\)/&t)ﬁ uquer “tt/’t twasrn)tr%
ore er sourc P ere eto mee hrs nee
d’t uv vet trave to ea e Was |acem cardueto
sstt ont Ietakrn |skan amnowr ecr\/
nmson soth canre mhome |n’fee tu ewew eafaB
s vice VAhospital, asourAIas anveteransa |ngo eehest

Wlt OfTOI’ a(rm% INd anan tOt '[ 0N he
sennces Ny

t2 earsha dffc It U tII\/I £2003, Ronwas livin
amyasastu ent .ﬁﬂ eflk |lsJ teac elrce ft) %on Iwas ovvnl!t ge by myself

0 [CE0TINCOM

%e St

dVe N 10ea now We are going to pay Tor k

anciallyhad a
esperate str e su ortrn% ouise ngIsvvr our omern Dou asurf]ren?eal most of
é;% rttrm wor o

fo re- I'Og{(n% rm tI'OO on oug OME aS I’[V\BSFGakIJP]S



APR—01-2004 12:08 PM MINYARRON PUNGOWIYI-REED 9075861338 P. 01

received my AAS rn Io mental D sab itles from n |II|am Sound
2: mungggo:fc&/eergsan d\%)ca% m/& SAHSO%%OeW%)o exr%rrlr ncre(gisab Irtﬁyf

3¥ arc ou ma veseen{n nrn ca arPcfl or hear
enate ttee eneed rncre ed SNo n]er wart ts or
am esw renn erlr:n H ears dlex ectto need to
nse eseskr swr hr dren Evenint onqt m care
acilitl natre tsvvrt utact eamr embesa o orcons encsyo careang
norma ﬁ;ﬁ ér se outon sennces an os w ose amilies [ive '”‘él aoe far remove
h

[) Lien ero so scaree \g r]y
ac aS o ansv %he az servr rovIclers Irorder

acr
SN dsmrgte?don eaveunt herse er vng a wr&usm
&\gsia or ed verysecurer ﬂnstl0 mgarrangement ere, grﬁd%netatt IStime.

resetatrve KertuII ome hoto st harewrth yQH] The frréthone show
ce on ome prca en am s er% £ 5e00n atc were
enon Iretu ro vvﬁe nAask |n

|ss NS Droke

outo snu ovr
IS om and n as We

Im no e
asguarc?JJ aP] eperson ene ﬁereas ris acvocate.
Thsd sntmeanthatl \e v my Alaskanr srden VOter I |str |on IS still
TS

, WE O TOFIJEFXE& adl W’ﬂj% an%t%)ét(l)ve mx]dr nse N

mun
US ar'?eve r:nlrloraJun ucl COU?-ﬁ amfsrre rnvovedrntJa arts

A]s ou cans
ears on 1S fac S Are swo en
as ot osrtrone ap\;\a/ro ratel \y mostc m Iet
Sh erape trc ﬁ elcroe
po Im,

a u Wﬁawmcj rrno I erees elclr eea$ |n ab 3<et£er% rlems R
%\askour vesvr/ﬂ r?edu e{ea\);erme state are ur?oar tSide
aska raué:]|

eas uchasaney B Li J mtento reven
crrcumstances such as ours need to be'inclucled as an exception. HB 4 resses these

ISSUES.
Thanks for this opportunity to testify, and for your consideration of this bill










H.Huson Middleton IlI, MD,CMD 5353 Wyoming ««d,NE Phon* S05-797-5630
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April HVOIK, riDd Albuquerque, NM 87109-3132 Emaitgeriatricsapc@msn.com

February 24,2003

Manya Pungowiyi

MotherofBryce Pungowiyi

' ?@e 5%%2 15, 1969

on December « He suffered life-threatening injuries including head trauma, chestand abdominal
injuries and had to undergo multiple surgical procedures. Foratime he was intubated and on life support.
Since this accidentand the ensuing hospitalizations, physicians* appointments and rehabilitation therapies
Ms. Pungowiyi's presence with herson has been ofparamountimportance to hisrehabilitation and recov-

Ms. Pungowiyi |13r2e06 otherofBryce Pungowiyiwho was ininvolved Ina T-bone motorvehicle accident
|

ery.

She is hisonly advocate and spokesperson. She iscommunicating with him as no other individual can and
is certainly motivating him tow ard the maximum recovery possible. His condition is stilltenuous and he is
continuing to receive physicaland occupational therapy. He is still being followed by the specialists at the
Veterans Administration Hospital in Albuquerque, NM and Ms. Pungowiyiisin consistentcontact with the

physicians there as well as myself.

Although she ishere in New Mexico while herson isundergoing these intensive rehabilitation efforts she
wishes to retain herresidency status in Alaska. This is certainly her wish to see herson recover enough

to allow she and herson to return to Alaska as soon as possible.

H.H r<on Middleton ill, MD, CMD

HHM /khm
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Department of Veterans Affairs
New Mexico VA Healthcare Syatem
1501 Sen Pedro Drive 8E

Albuquerque NM 871080184

March 30,2004

Brycc Pungowiyi

In Reply Refer To:

| To Whom It May Concern:__

Bryce Pungowiyi, ia @ 33 year old veteran and son of Manya Pungowjyi-Rccd who was
inA"Bfttoaw i ccident December 13,2001, The veferan sustained a traumatic
and anoxic brain injury. He has been in a persistent vegetative state since that time
and has been in anursing home in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

. The veteran's next-of-kin is his mother, Manya P'un_gowiyi-Reed. Ms. Pungowiyi-Rccd
has been physically available as the veterun’s medical/treatment guardian and only
advocate since the'motor vehicle accident.

Rebecca Gonzales, LISW
Clinical Social Worker
VA Medical Center

P. 03
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. To Whom It May Concern,
IM ealtlicare !

This letter is on behalfof Manya Pungowiyi, who is the POA and

Guardian of Bryce Pungowiyi. She hasrequested that | compose a letter to

you to share some of the waysthatshe hasadvocated for Bryce's care.

Bryce has been a residentof Laurel View Healthcare since. From the

beginning, Manya has been a leader in inservicing our staff in the most

appropriate ways to care for Bryce, from an easierway to put his shoes on,

to the types of music he likes to listen to while he is in bed. She has
privately hired a massage therapistto work with Bryce and encourage
relaxation, a technique that we do netofferourselves inour facility.
is 100% dependent, and relies on his mother to maintain his physical and

financial well being. She accompanies Bryce on every appointment that he
has,and assists the physicians in communicating inform ation back and forth

Bryce

from the VAMC and maintains a continuous level of care for Bryce.

We have several resident's ir,our facility who have a POA and
Guardian, but who are not fortunate enough to have them as active in their

Manya works with the facility in a team e ffort

care as Manya is for Bryce.
I personally am

to ma' “ninthe best possible care that Bryce could receive.
thankful for the effort that Manya is able to putinto Bryce's care, and look
forward to working with herfor Bryce for many years to come. Thank you
foryourattention to this letter and Manya's efforts for Bryce Pungowiyi.

Sincerely,

Hillary M. Smith

Director of Social Services
Laurel View Healthcare
505-822-6206

4/1/04

59(H) Fore si Hills Drive + Albuquerque. NM 87109
Telephone (505) S22-6225 + Fax (505) 822-6244
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Thank you for this opportunity to testify on the bflbefore you, | X.

My nameb Ron Reed, and | moved to Alaska In 1975. My wife moved there even Oartier,
in 1970. we both consider Alaska to be air home, and unde*ordinary drcum stances, we
would be residing in the state at thistime.Justto give you a briefbackground ofour sftuatjon:
in2000,1took early retirementafter 16 and a halfyears working lor the State Library in Jun-

eau, where we boughta house In 1998.

My intention was toenroll In the UAS MasterofArisin Teaching program inorderto begin
a second careeras a high school English teacher. For Gnumberofreasons, this initial plan
didn't work out, and | arranged as an alternative to participate in the Rural Educator Prepara-
tion Partnership or REPP program, run outof Fairbanks. We were to move to DUfingham in
Jan. 2002 foraone yearinternship in the Ditfingham Middle High School.

Meanwhile, ourniece, a single motherwith an atthe time, six-year-old son, had moved to
Albuquerque as an exchange studentfrom UAS to die University of New Mexico hi hersenior
year. She sustained a knee injury In Sept of200L1, and wasdue to have surgeryjust before
Christmas. We arranged to fly down to help hertake care of herson whileshe recuperated,
and planned to return to Alaska atthe beginning of the year. | was going directly to Diffing-
ham for the startofthe spring semester, white Manya was to proceed to Juneau to putour
things in storage and arrange to prepareourhome forrental.

Mid-December happened to also be ourson Bryce's 31stbirthday, and he was going to
join us in Albuquerque, driving over from Dallas, Texas, for the occasion. (Although he was
three weeks obi when he came to Alaska, and was raised here, he has not lived up north for
overa decade.) Wen, the bestlaid plansand aH that On hisway into Albuguerque on 1-40, Ire
hita patch ofice hithe canyon justoutside oftown at?7 inthe morning, slid into the opposing
(ane and was hiton the driver's side by an 18-wiieeter, which demolished his carand came
very dose to killing him - itwas touch and go fora few days whetherhe would survive ataU,

with extensive Internal Injuries.

Wewereovernighting in Tucson on ourwayto Albuguerque and needed to checkour
email to getthe confirmation code forour flighttwo days later. Qurdaughter, whose number
had been on Bryce's ceil phone, had been notified by the Trauma ICU of UNM Hospital of his
accident, and that his condition was critical. Not knowing ©cactiy where we were, she had
emailed us with an "emergency" subjectline. Thank God for modem technology! When we
heard, we modified our plans on the fly, and ended up deciding that Manya would stay in AT
buquerque with Bryce to help take care ofand advocate for him - she hasa degree in devel-
opmental disabilities - while | would go ahead up to Dillingham and complete the Rural

Educatorprogram .

Forthe nextyearand a halfwe lived apart; and basically maintained three households, as
we hadnt been able to pack upourpersonalitemsand furniture to make ourJuneau house
rentable. Since Xwas taking classes and interning as a studentteacher, we had only retire-
mentincome from state services to rive on, and ithas, needless to say, notbeen easy.In May
oflastyear, | finally completed mycourse ofstudies for certification, and flew down to
Albuquerque to be with the restofmy family,

Bryce has beer living in a nursing home eversince he gotoutof (tie traumatic intensive
care unitatthe hospital, and his internalinjuries have mostly heated. However, he now has a
stintin his aorta due to a tearthatwasone ofhisinjuries from the accident He also suffered
a head injury in the accident, and thatcombined wfth apoxia due to the aortic tear's having
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mandated thathis blood pressure be maintained artificially low has resulted in his being non-
verbal, and non-mobile; although responsive to some degree,

The VA is paying for the facilities - he was a fufy disabled Marine vet before the accident -
forwhich we are grateful, butthis means thathe cannotbe broughtbackto Alaska, as the
requisite facilities are notavailable up there. And we have E)eer,constantly struggBng with the
VA in an effortto convince them that rehabflifcative therapy would do him good; theirChiefof
Rehabilitation disagrees, and would justas soon he simply continue faiwhathe b convinced Is
a persistentvegetative state. Should we return Inthe nearfuture to ourhome in Alaska, that
would be Bryce's finaloutcome.

Obviously, we do notconsider thisan option. We don'tplan on s&ying in Albuquerque for
the long term;we would like to return to ourchosen home assoon dS it's feasible - but this

may notbe fora while. If Bryce were simply dying, or had officially resided in Alaska atthe
time of the accident, we would be eligible for the dividend underthe Permanent Fund's guide*
lines with no question. Yetbecause we are here to take care ofourson,who isnotdying but
who would be much worse off were we to leave; the administratorhas ruled thatwe aie no
longerAlaskans.

| would like to emphasize thatmy voterregistration isIn Alaska, my vehicle is registered in
Alaska, my driver's license is issued by the State of Alaska, and we maintain property in Alaska
-ourhouse inJuneau,as wellas a small pieceofland nearCathedral Bkiffs | obtained and
surveyed underthe Open to Entry program around 1980. And we both considerAlaska our
home; thatis, afteran, where mostofourfriends stifl live. We believe thatthe residential re-
strictions on the PFD distribution were notliIntended to apply to people fnoursituation, and
would like to see thisoversight fn the regulations rectified, through Rep. Kerttola's hillor
through other means.

Thank you again for thisopportunity to testify.



