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CS FOR  H O USE  B IL L  NO . 460(STA )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA

TW ENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION
BY THE HCUSE STATE AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
Offered:
Referred:
Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVE KERTTULA

A B IL L  

FOR  AN ACT EN T ITLED  

"An Act relating to absences to provide care for certain family members for purposes of 

permanent fund dividend eligibility; and providing for an effective date."

B E  IT  ENACTED  B Y  TH E  LEG IS LA TU R E  OF TH E  STATE  O F  A LA SKA ;

* Section 1. AS 43.23.008(a) is amended to read;
(a) Subject to (b) and (c) o f this section, an otherwise eligible individual who 

is absent from the state during the qualifying year remains eligible for a current year 
permanent fund dividend if the individual was absent

( 1)  reccivim secondary or postsecondary education on a full-time
basis;

(2) receiving vocational, professional, or other specific education on a 
full-time basis for which, as determined by the Alaska Commission on Postsecondary 
Education, a comparable program is not reasonably available in the state;

(3 ) serving on active duty as a member o f  the armed forces o f the 
United States or accompanying, as that individual's spouse, minor dependent, or
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disabled dependent, an individual who is
(A ) serving on active duty as a member o f the armed forces of 

the Unired States; and
(B ) eligible for a current year dividend;

(4) serving under foreign or coastal articles o f employment aboard an 
oceangoing vessel o f the United States merchant marine;

(5) receiving continuous medical treatment recommended by a 
licensed physician or convalescing as recommended by the physician that treated the 
illness if the treatment or convalescence is not based on a need for climatic change;

(6) providing care for a family member [PARENT, SPOUSE, 
SIBLING, CHILD, OR STEPCHILD] with a critical life-threatening illness or injury 
[WHOSE TREATMENT PLAN. AS RECOMMENDED B Y  THE ATTENDING  
PHYSICIAN, REQUIRES TRAVEL OUTSIDE THE STATE FOR TREATMENT 
AT A  MEDICAL SPECIALTY COMPLEX];

(7) providing care for the individual's terminally ill family member;
(8)  settling the estate o f the individual’s deceased parent, spouse, 

sibling, child, or stepchild, provided the absence does not exceed 220 cumulative days;
(9 ) serving as a member o f the United States Congress;
(10) serving on the staff o f a member from this state o f the United 

States Congress;
( 11) serving as an employee o f the state in a field office or other

location;
(12) accompanying a minor who is absent under (5 ) o f this subsection;
(13) accompanying another eligible resident who is absent for a reason 

permitted under (1), (2), (5) - (12), or (14) o f this subsection as the spouse, minor 
dependent, or disabled dependent o f the eligible resident;

(14) for any reason consistent with the individual's intent to remain a 
state resident, provided the absence or cumulative absences do not exceed

(A ) 180 days in addition to any absence or cumulative absences 
claimed under (3) o f this subsection if the individual is not claiming an absence 
under (1), (2), or (4) - (13) o f this subsection;
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1 (B ) 120 days in addition to any absence or cumulative absences
2 claimed under (1 ) - (3 ) o f this subsection if  the individual is not claiming an
3 absence under (4) - (13) o f this subsection but is claiming an absence under (1)
4 or (2 ) o f  this subsection; or
5 (C ) 45 days in addition to any absence or cumulative absences
6 claimed under (1 ) - (13) o f this subsection if the individual is claiming an
7 II absence under (4 ) - ( 1 3 )  o f this subsection.
8 || *Sec. 2. AS 43.23.008(d) is amended to read:
9 || (d) For purposes o f (a)f61 and (T\ [(a)(7)] o f this section, "family member"

10 || means a person who is
11 |  ( 1) legally related to the individual through marriage or guardianship;
12 or
13 |[ (2 ) the individual's sibling, parent, grandparent, son, daughter,
14 || grandson, granddaughter, uncle, aunt, niece, nephew, or first cousin.
15 || * Sec. 3. This Act takes effect January 1,2005.

-3-
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Representative Beth Kerttula
A l a s k a  S t a t e  L e g i s l a t u r e  D i s t r i c t  3

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t

H o u s e  B i l l  4 6 0

P e r m a n e n t  F u n d  D i v i d e n d  A l l o w a b l e  A b s e n c e s

receive a Permanent Fund Dividend, an Alaskan must meet certain criteria, 
including a requirement that the person not be absent from the state more than 180 
days. The legislature has defined certain “allowable absences," circumstances in which 
an Alaskan can claim an exception to the 180-day rule.

In 1996, House Bill 198 expanded the list of allowable absences to include, 
among other things, “providing care for a parent, spouse, sibling, child, or stepchild with 
a critical life-threatening illness whose treatment plan, as recommended by the 
attending physician, requires travel outside the state for treatment at a medical specialty 
complex.”

This past summer I was contacted by a constituent who had to travel out of state 
to care for her son who lives in the Lower 48 and was critically injured in an accident. 
Unfortunately, since the son did not travel out of state for treatment, my constituent was 
denied her dividend because of the current language.

The intent of the original legislation was to ensure that people who sacrificed and 
put their lives on hold to care for a loved one were not denied their dividend for doing 
so. House Bill 460 would allow a person to care for a critically ill family member who 
either lives out of state or happened to be out of state when they became ill. Whether 
someone had to travel for treatment or not should not be the critical issue in determining 
eligibility for the Permanent Fund Dividend.

Most Alaskans have at least one close family member living outside the state of 
Alaska. When a family member is in critical condition, it is a difficult and trying time. Let 
us give them one less thing to worry about.

State Capitol ❖ Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182 ❖ (907) 465 -4766  ❖ Fax (907) 465-4748
E-mail: Rep.Beth.Kerttula@legis.state.ak.us ❖ http://www.kerttu la.net
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A M E N D M E N T

OFFERED IN  THE HOUSE 
TO: HB 460
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Page 1, line 1:
Delete "relatives"
Insert "fam ily members"

Page 2, lines 10 -1 3 :
Delete all material and insert:

" (6 ) providing care for a fam ily  member [PARENT, SPOUSE, 
S IBL ING , CH ILD , OR STEPCH ILD ] with a critical life-threatening illness o r  in ju ry  
[WHOSE TREATM ENT PLAN, AS RECOM M ENDED  B Y  THE ATTENDING  
PHYSIC IAN , REQ U IRES  TRAVEL OUTSIDE  THE STATE FOR TREATM ENT 
AT A M EDICAL SPEC IALTY COM PLEX];"

Page 3, following line 6:
Insert a new bill section to read:

"* Sec. 2. AS 43 .23 .008 (d ) is amended to read:
(d) For purposes o f  (a )(6 ) and (7) [(a )(7 )] o f  this section, "fam ily member"

means a person who is
(1 ) legally related to the individual through marriage or guardianship;

or
(2 ) the individual's sibling, parent, grandparent, son, daughter, 

grandson, granddaughter, uncle, aunt, niece, nephew, or first cousin."

Renumber the following bill section accordingly.

L -1-
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59,15 Gibson S.E. .
Albuquerque, New Mexico*87108
1 April 2004

To the members of the Alaska House State Affairs Committee:
Greetings from Albuquerque, New Mexico where we are expecting a sunny high today of 
74 degrees? -
Thank you for allowing this time for testimony on HB 460, a bill “relating to absences to 
provide care for certain relatives for purposes of permanent fund dividend eligibility.”
My name is his Manya Pungowiyi-Reed, and 1 am proud to be a long-time Alaskan, 
having arrived in die state on 8 January 1970, as a 21-year-old with a 3 week old baby, 
Bryce, in hand. My then husband had just received a Realty Specialist position with the 
Bureau of Land Management, and we were being sent to Glennallen, a very small 
community in those pre-pipeline days, o f300 folks from many varied backgrounds. We 
started our new lives in one of the old highway camp buildings behind the RCA tower, 
but knew within the first year and a half of our residency in the Copper Basin that it was 
home. So we got some land from the state* complete with permafrost 6” underground, 
and we, who were probably the least experienced carpenters in the 190 miles between our 
home and Anchorage, built a 12 x 24 plywood cabin and outhouse. No matter where we 
were residing for work or school—be it Anchorage, Dillingham, the Fairbanks area, 
Valdez or PaJmcr— until we had to sell this property in 1989 our Home was always 
there.
In August, 1990, having recently divorce and while living in Anchorage, I was hired as an intern by Perseverance Theater in Juneau. My daughter was in grade 5, and with her 
approaching middle school, I knew I didn't want us remaining in The Big City.
Clarissa fit in well at Marie Drake, and I was impressed by the child-friendliness of the 
town, as well as the community's commitment to the arts. Btyce was in the Marines at 
the time, and so just the two of us moved. Ultimately I remarried, and my husband, Ron 
Reed, and I bought a home on Douglas Island that has large picture windows overlooking 
the channel, which offer ever-changing scenarios of birds rising, falling and gliding on the currents of air around the bridge. It is very beautiful.
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]n 2001, after 17 yeans service at the State library, Ron took early retirement and had 
entered UAF’s Rural Educators Preparation Partnership Program to train as a teacher.
My niece, had injured her leg while attending the University of Now Mexico as an 
exchange student from UAS, and required surgeay. She would be laid up for two weeks 
post-op, and, as a single mom, needed help. The logical time for this to happen seemed to 
be during tfao break between semesters. Bryce was living in Denver, and since the two of 
them were ‘best friends,’ and his birthday was on December 15* we all decided to 
rendezvous in Albuquerque for a birdHtay/Ghristmas/recuperation/ ‘mini-vacation’ before 
we moved to Bristol Bay.
At 7:30am, December 13* 14 miles out of Albuquerque, Biyce hit black ice, his car 
spun out of control, hit the bumper of a pickup, ami then an eighteen wheeler T-Boned 
him.
Bryce was rushed to the Trauma ICU at UNMH. His spleen had ruptured immediately on camact. He had 2 punctured lungs &  4 broken ribs, a tear in his liver, two tears to bis 
diaphragm, a sub-dural hematoma, and most importantly, an aortic aneurysm. When one. 
has a traumatic brain injury, as is the sub-dural hematoma, the treatment involves 
amongst other things, immediate flooding offhe brain with oxygen. Due to the aneurysm 
in his aorta, Bryce needed immediate heart surgery, but because of the massive loss of 
blood he had experienced, coupled with the taistableness of his condition he would not 
have been able to tolerate a traditional procedure. Dr. Kasirahjan, the vascular surgeon 
approached me about inserting an experimental aortic stint into Bryce's aorta, and I 
signed the consent. While waiting for the FDA’s approval, and the actual arrival of the 
stint his blood pressure was kept artificially low, and his brain, rather than being 
saturated with Oxygen, was starved for it—a condition known as apoxia. He experienced 
seizures during this period, and because of increased pressure and swelling of his brain, the neurosurgeons were forced to insert a shunt into Bryce’s brain.
During this period he had many surgeries, and his abdomen was left open and packed 
with gauze, because the internal bleeding was so severe from die hepatic tear. The
suborn were uncertain if one of the repairs to his diaphragm would be successful as it was very close to the aorta, but, knock on wood, it has been, and so for there have also 
been no complications from the stint Hie hod complications while he was still on the 
respirator which resolved themselves, and his lower legs developed blood clots which were successfully treated.
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When one is admitted to the trauma 1CU, be or she is given an alius untO the time they 
are stable. For the month that Bryce was in the TICU he was only referred to, and all his paperwork was in the name of Tranma Yasser h was a cause for cdebiation when, once 
again he became known as Bryce PungowiyL I am very grateful that he had wonderful 
care early in his hospitalization, and that there are no serious side effects from all the 
internal injuries he suffered. However, the impact from the Traumatic Brain Injury and 
fee apoxia are extremely severe.
Bryce is non-verbal and only initiates movement to a small degree. He is fed through a 
g-tube which was surgically inserted in his abdomen, and his aims, wrists and hands are 
very contracted. He is 100% dependent on others for his car®, and has no communication 
system by which to make his needs known. Positioning is very important, and his muscle 
tone can increase dramatically if it is inappropriate. He currently resides in a good 
nursing home, but it is a situation 1 would very much iL%e to change, as 1 would like him 
home with us. When 1 was in Juneau last year! explored feat possibility. Unfortunately there is m  longer a cardiac physicm practicing there, and Biyee needs lo have either a 
cardiac surgeon or vascular surgeon available to him. The stint is still unapproved as 
there has been a high incidence death due emboli forming around it Appropriate 
emergency care and periodic monitoring a n  necessities feat can not be met locally.
Bryce is a millennium vet, who has a 100% service connected disability and uses the VA 
hospital as his primary' care facility in Albuquerque. When I was in Anchorage, I 
explored the resources of the VA hospital there being able to meet his needs, and was 
informed that he would have to travel to Seattle if there was a cardiac emergency due to 
his stint. 1 don’t fed comfortable taking feat le d  of risk, and 1 am not willing to abandon my son so that I can return home. Hopefully, in fee future we will have a f;aiB 
s' vice VA hospital, as our Alaskan veterans are deserving of fee best
Th« past 2 years have been very difficult Until May of2003, Ron was living in 
Dillingham as a student finishing up his teacher certification. I was down here by myself 
without support or family, and fighting an ongoing battle to try to get nty son the services he needs, and those that 1 know would benefit him We have financially had a 
desperate struggle: supporting 3 households with our home in Douglas unrenfed most of 
that time, and Ron’s retirement and my part time work our only source of income. This 
past Fall we had to re-roof our formerly flat roof on the Douglas home as it was leaking 
badly. We still have no idea how we are going to pay for k
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1 received my AAS in Developmental Disabilities from Prince William Sound 
Community College in 1987, served on the advisory board for Parents, Inc., and have been active as an advocate in Alaska for people who experience disabilities for agood2Qyearc. You may have seen me dining the Key campaign or heard me testify to 
a Senate sub-committee on the need for increased funding and shorter wait lists for 
families whose children need services. Never in a million years did I expect to need to 
use these skills with one of my adult children. Even in the best of long term care 
facilities, patients without active family members advocating for consistency of care and 
normalization lose out on services, and those whose families live in villages far removed frequently die. I am a very active member of my sou's care team, and even with my 
background it has been very difficult to transverse the maze of service providers in order 
to get his needs met I don’t plan to leave until he is either living at home with us in 
Alaska, or 1 fed very secure in his Irving arrangement here, which I don’t at this time.
Represetative Kertulla*s office has some photo’s to share with you. The first ones show 
Bryce on some typical days when T am present in Albuquerque. The second hatch were 
taken on the day I returned from 4 weeks in Alaska in May 2002. As you can see, Bryce 
appears to be in pain. His skin is broken down on his face, and his lips are swollen and 
caked with blood. He was not positioned at all appropriately, and had almost completely 
slid out of his wheelchair. His therapeutic boots were not velcroed snugly, and provided 
him no support When 1 saw him, my heart broken I am his mom and next of kin, as well 
as guardian of the person He needs me here as Iris advocate.
This doesn’t mean that I’ve given up my Alaskan residency. My voter registration is still 
in Alaska, we own property in Alaska and pay local tax on H, and my driver’s license is 
still Alaskan. We love Alaska and have always been active in the community. My 
husband even ran for a Juneau city council seat and ] am very involved in the aits 
community there. We would not be residing here if not for these extreme circumstances, and feel that the language currently in effect regarding absences, does not address those 
such as ourselves who need to leave the state to care for a family member injured outside of Alaska. We as much as anyone, applaud the intent to prevent PFD fraud, but fed 
circumstances such as ours need to be included as an exception. HB 460 addresses these issues.
Thanks for this opportunity to testify, and for your consideration of this bill
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Manya Pungowiyi 
M o t h e r  o f  B r y c e  P u n g o w i y i

R E  Bryce PungowiyiDOB: December 15, 1969 SSN: 574-58-1594
T o  W h o m  I t  M a y  C o n c e r n :

M s .  P u n g o w i y i  i s  t h e  m o t h e r  o f  B r y c e  P u n g o w i y i  w h o  w a s  i n  i n v o l v e d  I n  a  T - b o n e  m o t o r  v e h i c l e  a c c i d e n t  
o n  D e c e m b e r  13,2001. H e  s u f f e r e d  l i f e - t h r e a t e n i n g  i n j u r i e s  i n c l u d i n g  h e a d  t r a u m a ,  c h e s t  a n d  a b d o m i n a l  
i n j u r i e s  a n d  h a d  t o  u n d e r g o  m u l t i p l e  s u r g i c a l  p r o c e d u r e s .  F o r  a  t i m e  h e  w a s  i n t u b a t e d  a n d  o n  l i f e  s u p p o r t .  
S i n c e  t h i s  a c c i d e n t  a n d  t h e  e n s u i n g  h o s p i t a l i z a t i o n s ,  p h y s i c i a n s *  a p p o i n t m e n t s  a n d  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  t h e r a p i e s  
M s .  P u n g o w i y i ’ s  p r e s e n c e  w i t h  h e r  s o n  h a s  b e e n  o f  p a r a m o u n t  i m p o r t a n c e  t o  h i s  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  a n d  r e c o v ­
e r y .

S h e  i s  h i s  o n l y  a d v o c a t e  a n d  s p o k e s p e r s o n .  S h e  i s  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  w i t h  h i m  a s  n o  o t h e r  i n d i v i d u a l  c a n  a n d  
i s  c e r t a i n l y  m o t i v a t i n g  h i m  t o w a r d  t h e  m a x i m u m  r e c o v e r y  p o s s i b l e .  H i s  c o n d i t i o n  i s  s t i l l  t e n u o u s  a n d  h e  i s  
c o n t i n u i n g  t o  r e c e i v e  p h y s i c a l  a n d  o c c u p a t i o n a l  t h e r a p y .  H e  i s  s t i l l  b e i n g  f o l l o w e d  b y  t h e  s p e c i a l i s t s  a t  t h e  
V e t e r a n s  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  H o s p i t a l  i n  A l b u q u e r q u e ,  N M  a n d  M s .  P u n g o w i y i  i s  i n  c o n s i s t e n t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  t h e  
p h y s i c i a n s  t h e r e  a s  w e l l  a s  m y s e l f .

A l t h o u g h  s h e  i s  h e r e  i n  N e w  M e x i c o  w h i l e  h e r  s o n  i s  u n d e r g o i n g  t h e s e  i n t e n s i v e  r e h a b i l i t a t i o n  e f f o r t s  s h e  
w i s h e s  t o  r e t a i n  h e r  r e s i d e n c y  s t a t u s  i n  A l a s k a .  T h i s  i s  c e r t a i n l y  h e r  w i s h  t o  s e e  h e r  s o n  r e c o v e r  e n o u g h  
t o  a l l o w  s h e  a n d  h e r  s o n  t o  r e t u r n  t o  A l a s k a  a s  s o o n  a s  p o s s i b l e .

H H M / k h m

H .  H  r < o n  M i d d l e t o n  i l l ,  M D ,  C M D

mailto:Emaitgeriatricsapc@msn.com
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Department o f Veterans Affairs 
New Mexico VA Healthcare Syatem 

1501 Sen Pedro Drive 8E 
Albuquerque NM 87108*0184

March 30 ,2004

Brycc Pungowiyi
In Reply Refer To:

I To Whom It May Concern:___

Bryce Pungowiyi, ia a 33 year old veteran and son o f  Manya Pungowjyi-Rccd who was 
inA^Bfttoaw^fi^ccidcnt December 13 ,2001 . The veteran sustained a traumatic 
and anoxic brain injury. He has been in a persistent vegetative state since that time 
and has been in a nursing home in Albuquerque, New Mexico.

i
. The veteran’ s next-of-kin is his mother, Manya Pungowiyi-Reed. Ms. Pungowiyi-Rccd 

has been physically available as the veterun’ s mcdical/treatment guardian and only 
advocate since the motor vehicle accident.

Rebecca Gonzales, L ISW  
Clinical Social Worker 
VA  Medical Center
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T o  W h o m  I t  M a y  C o n c e r n ,IM ealtlicare
T h i s  l e t t e r  i s  o n  b e h a l f  o f  M a n y a  P u n g o w i y i ,  w h o  i s  t h e  P O A  a n d  

G u a r d i a n  o f  B r y c e  P u n g o w i y i .  S h e  h a s  r e q u e s t e d  t h a t  I  c o m p o s e  a  l e t t e r  t o  
y o u  t o  s h a r e  s o m e  o f  t h e  w a y s  t h a t  s h e  h a s  a d v o c a t e d  f o r  B r y c e ' s  c a r e .

B r y c e  h a s  b e e n  a  r e s i d e n t  o f  L a u r e l  V i e w  H e a l t h c a r e  s i n c e .  F r o m  t h e  
b e g i n n i n g ,  M a n y a  h a s  b e e n  a  l e a d e r  i n  i n s e r v i c i n g  o u r  s t a f  f  i n  t h e  m o s t  
a p p r o p r i a t e  w a y s  t o  c a r e  f o r  B r y c e ,  f r o m  a n  e a s i e r  w a y  t o  p u t  h i s  s h o e s  o n ,  
t o  t h e  t y p e s  o f  m u s i c  h e  l i k e s  t o  l i s t e n  t o  w h i l e  h e  i s  i n  b e d .  S h e  h a s  
p r i v a t e l y  h i r e d  a  m a s s a g e  t h e r a p i s t  t o  w o r k  w i t h  B r y c e  a n d  e n c o u r a g e  
r e l a x a t i o n ,  a  t e c h n i q u e  t h a t  w e  d o  n e t  o f f e r  o u r s e l v e s  i n  o u r  f a c i l i t y .  B r y c e  
i s  1 0 0 %  d e p e n d e n t ,  a n d  r e l i e s  o n  h i s  m o t h e r  t o  m a i n t a i n  h i s  p h y s i c a l  a n d  
f i n a n c i a l  w e l l  b e i n g .  S h e  a c c o m p a n i e s  B r y c e  o n  e v e r y  a p p o i n t m e n t  t h a t  h e  
h a s ,  a n d  a s s i s t s  t h e  p h y s i c i a n s  i n  c o m m u n i c a t i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  b a c k  a n d  f o r t h  
f r o m  t h e  V A M C  a n d  m a i n t a i n s  a  c o n t i n u o u s  l e v e l  o f  c a r e  f o r  B r y c e .

W e  h a v e  s e v e r a l  r e s i d e n t ' s  i r ,  o u r  f a c i l i t y  w h o  h a v e  a  P O A  a n d  
G u a r d i a n ,  b u t  w h o  a r e  n o t  f o r t u n a t e  e n o u g h  t o  h a v e  t h e m  a s  a c t i v e  i n  t h e i r  
c a r e  a s  M a n y a  i s  f o r  B r y c e .  M a n y a  w o r k s  w i t h  t h e  f a c i l i t y  i n  a  t e a m  e f f o r t  
t o  m a '  ^ n i n  t h e  b e s t  p o s s i b l e  c a r e  t h a t  B r y c e  c o u l d  r e c e i v e .  I  p e r s o n a l l y  a m  
t h a n k f u l  f o r  t h e  e f f o r t  t h a t  M a n y a  i s  a b l e  t o  p u t  i n t o  B r y c e ' s  c a r e ,  a n d  l o o k  
f o r w a r d  t o  w o r k i n g  w i t h  h e r  f o r  B r y c e  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s  t o  c o m e .  T h a n k  y o u  
f o r  y o u r  a t t e n t i o n  t o  t h i s  l e t t e r  a n d  M a n y a ' s  e f f o r t s  f o r  B r y c e  P u n g o w i y i .

S i n c e r e l y ,

H i l l a r y  M .  S m i t h

D i r e c t o r  o f  S o c i a l  S e r v i c e s

L a u r e l  V i e w  H e a l t h c a r e
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T h a n k  y o u  f o r  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e s t i f y  o n  t h e  b f l  b e f o r e  y o u ,  I  x .
M y  n a m e  b  R o n  R e e d ,  a n d  I  m o v e d  t o  A l a s k a  I n  1 9 7 5 .  M y  w i f e  m o v e d  t h e r e  e v e n  © a r t i e r ,  

i n  1 9 7 0 .  w e  b o t h  c o n s i d e r  A l a s k a  t o  b e  a i r  h o m e ,  a n d  u n d e *  o r d i n a r y  d r c u m s t a n c e s ,  w e  
w o u l d  b e  r e s i d i n g  i n  t h e  s t a t e  a t  t h i s  t i m e .  J u s t  t o  g i v e  y o u  a  b r i e f  b a c k g r o u n d  o f  o u r  s f t u a t j o n :  
i n  2 0 0 0 , 1  t o o k  e a r l y  r e t i r e m e n t  a f t e r  1 6  a n d  a  h a l f  y e a r s  w o r k i n g  l o r  t h e  S t a t e  L i b r a r y  i n  J u n ­
e a u ,  w h e r e  w e  b o u g h t  a  h o u s e  I n  1 9 9 8 .

M y  i n t e n t i o n  w a s  t o  e n r o l l  I n  t h e  U A S  M a s t e r  o f  A r t s  i n  T e a c h i n g  p r o g r a m  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e g i n  
a  s e c o n d  c a r e e r  a s  a  h i g h  s c h o o l  E n g l i s h  t e a c h e r .  F o r  & n u m b e r  o f  r e a s o n s ,  t h i s  i n i t i a l  p l a n  
d i d n ’ t  w o r k  o u t ,  a n d  I  a r r a n g e d  a s  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  p a r t i c i p a t e  i n  t h e  R u r a l  E d u c a t o r  P r e p a r a ­
t i o n  P a r t n e r s h i p  o r  R E P P  p r o g r a m ,  r u n  o u t  o f  F a i r b a n k s .  W e  w e r e  t o  m o v e  t o  D U f i n g h a m  i n  
J a n .  2 0 0 2  f o r  a  o n e  y e a r  i n t e r n s h i p  i n  t h e  D i t f i n g h a m  M i d d l e  H i g h  S c h o o l .

M e a n w h i l e ,  o u r  n i e c e ,  a  s i n g l e  m o t h e r  w i t h  a n  a t  t h e  t i m e ,  s i x - y e a r - o l d  s o n ,  h a d  m o v e d  t o  
A l b u q u e r q u e  a s  a n  e x c h a n g e  s t u d e n t  f r o m  U A S  t o  d i e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N e w  M e x i c o  h i  h e r  s e n i o r  
y e a r .  S h e  s u s t a i n e d  a  k n e e  i n j u r y  I n  S e p t  o f  2 0 0 1 ,  a n d  w a s  d u e  t o  h a v e  s u r g e r y  j u s t  b e f o r e  
C h r i s t m a s .  W e  a r r a n g e d  t o  f l y  d o w n  t o  h e l p  h e r  t a k e  c a r e  o f  h e r  s o n  w h i l e  s h e  r e c u p e r a t e d ,  
a n d  p l a n n e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  A l a s k a  a t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  t h e  y e a r .  I  w a s  g o i n g  d i r e c t l y  to  D i f f i n g -  
h a m  f o r  t h e  s t a r t  o f  t h e  s p r i n g  s e m e s t e r ,  w h i t e  M a n y a  w a s  t o  p r o c e e d  t o  J u n e a u  t o  p u t  o u r  
t h i n g s  i n  s t o r a g e  a n d  a r r a n g e  t o  p r e p a r e  o u r  h o m e  f o r  r e n t a l .

M i d - D e c e m b e r  h a p p e n e d  t o  a l s o  b e  o u r  s o n  B r y c e ' s  3 1 s t  b i r t h d a y ,  a n d  h e  w a s  g o i n g  t o  
j o i n  u s  i n  A l b u q u e r q u e ,  d r i v i n g  o v e r  f r o m  D a l l a s ,  T e x a s ,  f o r  t h e  o c c a s i o n .  ( A l t h o u g h  h e  w a s  
t h r e e  w e e k s  o b i  w h e n  h e  c a m e  t o  A l a s k a ,  a n d  w a s  r a i s e d  h e r e ,  h e  h a s  n o t  l i v e d  u p  n o r t h  f o r  
o v e r  a  d e c a d e . )  W e n ,  t h e  b e s t  l a i d  p l a n s  a n d  a H  t h a t  O n  h i s  w a y  i n t o  A l b u q u e r q u e  o n  1 - 4 0 ,  I r e  
h i t  a  p a t c h  o f  i c e  h i  t h e  c a n y o n  j u s t  o u t s i d e  o f  t o w n  a t  7  i n  t h e  m o r n i n g ,  s l i d  i n t o  t h e  o p p o s i n g  
( a n e  a n d  w a s  h i t  o n  t h e  d r i v e r ' s  s i d e  b y  a n  1 8 - w i i e e t e r ,  w h i c h  d e m o l i s h e d  h i s  c a r  a n d  c a m e  
v e r y  d o s e  t o  k i l l i n g  h i m  -  i t  w a s  t o u c h  a n d  g o  f o r  a  f e w  d a y s  w h e t h e r  h e  w o u l d  s u r v i v e  a t  a U ,  
w i t h  e x t e n s i v e  I n t e r n a l  I n j u r i e s .

W e  w e r e  o v e r n i g h t i n g  i n  T u c s o n  o n  o u r  w a y  t o  A l b u q u e r q u e  a n d  n e e d e d  t o  c h e c k  o u r  
e m a i l  t o  g e t  t h e  c o n f i r m a t i o n  c o d e  f o r  o u r  f l i g h t  t w o  d a y s  l a t e r .  O u r  d a u g h t e r ,  w h o s e  n u m b e r  
h a d  b e e n  o n  B r y c e ’ s  c e i l  p h o n e ,  h a d  b e e n  n o t i f i e d  b y  t h e  T r a u m a  I C U  o f  U N M  H o s p i t a l  o f  h i s  
a c c i d e n t ,  a n d  t h a t  h i s  c o n d i t i o n  w a s  c r i t i c a l .  N o t  k n o w i n g  © c a c t i y  w h e r e  w e  w e r e ,  s h e  h a d  
e m a i l e d  u s  w i t h  a n  " e m e r g e n c y "  s u b j e c t  l i n e .  T h a n k  G o d  f o r  m o d e m  t e c h n o l o g y !  W h e n  w e  
h e a r d ,  w e  m o d i f i e d  o u r  p l a n s  o n  t h e  f l y ,  a n d  e n d e d  u p  d e c i d i n g  t h a t  M a n y a  w o u l d  s t a y  i n  A T  
b u q u e r q u e  w i t h  B r y c e  t o  h e l p  t a k e  c a r e  o f  a n d  a d v o c a t e  f o r  h i m  -  s h e  h a s  a  d e g r e e  i n  d e v e l ­
o p m e n t a l  d i s a b i l i t i e s  -  w h i l e  I  w o u l d  g o  a h e a d  u p  t o  D i l l i n g h a m  a n d  c o m p l e t e  t h e  R u r a l  
E d u c a t o r  p r o g r a m .

F o r  t h e  n e x t  y e a r  a n d  a  h a l f  w e  l i v e d  a p a r t ;  a n d  b a s i c a l l y  m a i n t a i n e d  t h r e e  h o u s e h o l d s ,  a s  
w e  h a d n t  b e e n  a b l e  t o  p a c k  u p  o u r  p e r s o n a l  i t e m s  a n d  f u r n i t u r e  t o  m a k e  o u r  J u n e a u  h o u s e  
r e n t a b l e .  S i n c e  X w a s  t a k i n g  c l a s s e s  a n d  i n t e r n i n g  a s  a  s t u d e n t  t e a c h e r ,  w e  h a d  o n l y  r e t i r e ­
m e n t  i n c o m e  f r o m  s t a t e  s e r v i c e s  t o  r i v e  o n ,  a n d  i t  h a s ,  n e e d l e s s  t o  s a y ,  n o t  b e e n  e a s y .  I n  M a y  
o f  l a s t  y e a r ,  I  f i n a l l y  c o m p l e t e d  m y  c o u r s e  o f  s t u d i e s  f o r  c e r t i f i c a t i o n ,  a n d  f l e w  d o w n  t o  
A l b u q u e r q u e  t o  b e  w i t h  t h e  r e s t  o f  m y  f a m i l y ,

B r y c e  h a s  b e e r  l i v i n g  i n  a  n u r s i n g  h o m e  e v e r  s i n c e  h e  g o t  o u t  o f  ( t i e  t r a u m a t i c  i n t e n s i v e  
c a r e  u n i t  a t  t h e  h o s p i t a l ,  a n d  h i s  i n t e r n a l  i n j u r i e s  h a v e  m o s t l y  h e a t e d .  H o w e v e r ,  h e  n o w  h a s  a  
s t i n t  i n  h i s  a o r t a  d u e  t o  a  t e a r  t h a t  w a s  o n e  o f  h i s  i n j u r i e s  f r o m  t h e  a c c i d e n t  H e  a l s o  s u f f e r e d  
a  h e a d  i n j u r y  i n  t h e  a c c i d e n t ,  a n d  t h a t  c o m b i n e d  w f t h  a p o x i a  d u e  t o  t h e  a o r t i c  t e a r ' s  h a v i n g



APR-01-2004 09:45 AM MANYA8.RON PUNGOWIYI-REED 9075861338 P. 02

t f -  A & J  a /  I  e *  z
m a n d a t e d  t h a t  h i s  b l o o d  p r e s s u r e  b e  m a i n t a i n e d  a r t i f i c i a l l y  l o w  h a s  r e s u l t e d  i n  h i s  b e i n g  n o n -  
v e r b a l ,  a n d  n o n - m o b i l e ;  a l t h o u g h  r e s p o n s i v e  t o  s o m e  d e g r e e ,

T h e  V A  i s  p a y i n g  f o r  t h e  f a c i l i t i e s  -  h e  w a s  a  f u f y  d i s a b l e d  M a r i n e  v e t  b e f o r e  t h e  a c c i d e n t  -  
f o r  w h i c h  w e  a r e  g r a t e f u l ,  b u t  t h i s  m e a n s  t h a t  h e  c a n n o t  b e  b r o u g h t  b a c k  t o  A l a s k a ,  a s  t h e  
r e q u i s i t e  f a c i l i t i e s  a r e  n o t  a v a i l a b l e  u p  t h e r e .  A n d  w e  h a v e  beer, c o n s t a n t l y  s t r u g g B n g  w i t h  t h e  
V A  i n  a n  e f f o r t  t o  c o n v i n c e  t h e m  t h a t  r e h a b f l i f c a t i v e  t h e r a p y  w o u l d  d o  h i m  g o o d ;  t h e i r  C h i e f  o f  
R e h a b i l i t a t i o n  d i s a g r e e s ,  a n d  w o u l d  j u s t  a s  s o o n  h e  s i m p l y  c o n t i n u e  fa i w h a t  h e  b  c o n v i n c e d  I s  
a  p e r s i s t e n t  v e g e t a t i v e  s t a t e .  S h o u l d  w e  r e t u r n  I n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e  t o  o u r  h o m e  i n  A l a s k a ,  t h a t  
w o u l d  b e  B r y c e ' s  f i n a l  o u t c o m e .

O b v i o u s l y ,  w e  d o  n o t  c o n s i d e r  t h i s  a n  o p t i o n .  W e  d o n ' t  p l a n  o n  s & y i n g  i n  A l b u q u e r q u e  f o r  
t h e  l o n g  t e r m ;  w e  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  o u r  c h o s e n  h o m e  a s  s o o n  as I t ' s  f e a s i b l e  -  b u t  t h i s  
m a y  n o t  b e  f o r  a  w h i l e .  I f  B r y c e  w e r e  s i m p l y  d y i n g ,  o r  h a d  o f f i c i a l l y  r e s i d e d  i n  A l a s k a  a t  t h e  
t i m e  o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t ,  w e  w o u l d  b e  e l i g i b l e  f o r  t h e  d i v i d e n d  u n d e r  t h e  P e r m a n e n t  F u n d ' s  g u i d e *  
l i n e s  w i t h  n o  q u e s t i o n .  Y e t  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  h e r e  t o  t a k e  c a r e  o f  o u r  s o n ,  w h o  i s  n o t  d y i n g  b u t  
w h o  w o u l d  b e  m u c h  w o r s e  o f f  w e r e  w e  t o  l e a v e ;  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  h a s  r u l e d  t h a t  w e  a i e  n o  
l o n g e r  A l a s k a n s .

I  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  e m p h a s i z e  t h a t  m y  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  i s  I n  A l a s k a ,  m y  v e h i c l e  i s  r e g i s t e r e d  i n  
A l a s k a ,  m y  d r i v e r ' s  l i c e n s e  i s  i s s u e d  b y  t h e  S t a t e  o f  A l a s k a ,  a n d  w e  m a i n t a i n  p r o p e r t y  i n  A l a s k a  
-  o u r  h o u s e  i n  J u n e a u ,  a s  w e l l  a s  a  s m a l l  p i e c e  o f  l a n d  n e a r  C a t h e d r a l  B k i f f s  I  o b t a i n e d  a n d  
s u  r v e y e d  u n d e r  t h e  O p e n  t o  E n t r y  p r o g r a m  a r o u n d  1 9 8 0 .  A n d  w e  b o t h  c o n s i d e r  A l a s k a  o u r  
h o m e ;  t h a t  i s ,  a f t e r  a n ,  w h e r e  m o s t  o f  o u r  f r i e n d s  s t i f l  l i v e .  W e  b e l i e v e  t h a t  t h e  r e s i d e n t i a l  r e ­
s t r i c t i o n s  o n  t h e  P F D  d i s t r i b u t i o n  w e r e  n o t  I n t e n d e d  t o  a p p l y  t o  p e o p l e  f n  o u r  s i t u a t i o n ,  a n d  
w o u l d  l i k e  t o  s e e  t h i s  o v e r s i g h t  f n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s  r e c t i f i e d ,  t h r o u g h  R e p .  K e r t t o l a ’ s  b i l l  o r  
t h r o u g h  o t h e r  m e a n s .

T h a n k  y o u  a g a i n  f o r  t h i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o  t e s t i f y .


