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State of A laska

Interim: Scssioti:
119 North Cushman, Rm. 205 Start Capitol Building
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701 Juneau, Alaska 99801
(907) 456-7423 (907) 465-3466

Fax: (907) 465-2937

Fax: (907) 451-9293
R epresentative Jim H olm

D istrict 9

Sponsor Statem ent
13 FEB 04

"AnActrelating to motorists moving overorslowing down for
emergency vehicles."

HB 438 can save lives and prevent injury.

All over the country law enforcement, emergency, and fire personnel are putting
their lives in danger on the roadways. This bill is an opportunity to improve their
safety and their working :onditions by requiring motorists to slow down and

maove over.

If Emergency personnel, as defined by statute, are pulled over on the side of the
road with their emergency lights on, drivers will be required to slow down to 20
mph below the posted speed limit or to 5 mph on a road less than 25 mph. On a
highway with more than two lanes, the motorist will also be required to occupy
the lane furthest away from the emergency personnel unless otherwise directed.

This bill is long overdue. Many other states across the nation are adopting such
statutes to ensure the safety of their citizens.

Toll Free: 1-866-465-3466
Represen tative_Jiin_Holin@ legis.state.ak.us
Official Business
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FISCAL NOTE

A Fiscal Note Number: HB438-LAW-CDCO-2-13
2004 LEG? T (VE SESSION Bill Version: HB438
() PublishD a te :
Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): Dept. Affected] LAW
Title "An Act relating to motorists moving over or RDU CRIMINAL
slowing down for emergency vehicles." Component Criminal Justice Litigation
Sponsor Representative Holm
Requester House Transportation Component No.

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services
Travel
Contractual
Supplies
Equipment
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous
TOT/AL OPERATING 0.0

0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) | | | |
FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do naot abbreviate)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.G 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill amends AS 28.35 by adding a new section to require that drivers of vehicles overtaking parked

emergency vehicle shall vacate the lane nearest the parked emergency vehicle if two or more lanes
travelling in the same direction exist. Otherwise the driver of the overtaking vehicle shall slow to 20 miles
an hour below the speed limit except where the speed limit is 25 mile per hour or below, in which case the
driver shall slow to five miles per hour. The amendment provides that a violation of the new section is a
class A misdemeanor results in personal injury, and an infraction if not.

Passage of this legislation will have no foreseeable fiscal impact on the Department of Law.

Phone 465-3673

Prepared by: Kathryn A. Daughhetee, Director
Date/Time 2/13/04 3:03 PM

Division Administrative Services
Approved by: Kathryn Daughhetee forGregg D. Renkes, Attormey General Date 2/13/2004
Agency Department of Law
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FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number :

2004 LEGISLATIVESESSION Bill eision: HB438-DPS-ASTD-2-11-04
QPublish Date:

Revision Date/Time (Noteif correction): Dept. Affected; Public Safety

Title Motorists Slowing Down for Emergency Vehs RDU Alaska State Troopers
Component AST Detachments

Sponsor Rep. Holm

Requester (H) Transportation Component No. 2325

Expenditures/Rovenues (Thousands of Dollars)

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010

Personal Services
Travel

Contractual
Supplies
Equipment

Land & Structures
Grants & Claims

Miscellaneous
TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 00 0.0

|CAPITAL EXPENDITURES |

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE
1002 Federal Receipts

1003 GF Match

1004 GF

1005 GF/Program Receipts

1037 GF/Mental Health

Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

(Thousands of Dollars)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 00 0.0 0.0 0.0
Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included In the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:
POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This billwillamend AS 28.35.185 to require thatdrivers slow ormove over (depending on conditions)

when they approach a stationary emergency vehicle thatis displaying flashing lights on a highway or
roadway.

A violation of section AS 28.35.185 resulting in personal injury would be a class A misdemeanor; violations
under other circumstances would constitute an infraction.

This bill will have no fiscal impacton the Alaska State Troopers.

Phone 269-4532

Prepared by: Lt. Al Storey
Date/Time 2/11/04 10:23AM

Division Alaska State Troopers
Approved by: Commissioner William Tandeske Date 2/11/2004
Agency Department of Public Safety
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40-6-16.

(a) The operator of a motor vehicle approaching a stationary authorized emergency
vehicle that is displaying flashing yellow, amber, white, red, or blue lights shall approach
the authorized emergency vehicle with due caution and shall, absent any other direction
by a peace officer, proceed as follows:

(1) Make a lane change into a lane not adjacent to the authorized emergency vehicle if
possible in the existing safety and traffic conditions; or

(2) Ifa lane change under paragraph (1) of this subsection would be impossible,
prohibited by law, or unsafe, reduce the speed of the motor vehicle to a reasonable and
proper speed for the existing road and traffic conditions, which speed shall be less than
the posted speed limit, and be prepared to stop.

(b) The operator of a motor vehicle approaching a stationary towing or recovery vehicle
or a stationary highway maintenance vehicle that is displaying flashing yellow, amber, or
red lights shall approach the vehicle with due caution and shall, absent any other
direction by a peace officer, proceed as follows:

(1) Make a lane change into a lane not adjacent to the towing, recovery, or highway
maintenance vehicle if possible in the existing safety and traffic conditions; or

(2) Ifa lane change under paragraph (1) of this subsection would be impossible,
prohibited by law, or unsafe, reduce the speed of the motor vehicle to a reasonable and
proper speed for the existing road and traffic conditions, which speed shall be less than
the posted speed limit, and be prepared to stop.

(c) Violation of subsection (a) or (b) of this Code section shall be punished by a fine of

$500.00.



Attachment B

Maine Revised Statutes Annotated
29-A MRSA 8§2054, sub-89 and 10



?3176 (LR: 0455 item 01) Unofficial Document created 02-20-2003

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sx. 1. 29-AMRSA 8204, 9b-8, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 360, 88, 1is
repealed.

Sec. 2. 29-A MRSA 82054, sub-810 is enacted to read:

10. Stationary authorized emergency vehicles. The following
provisions govern the operator of a vehicle approaching or
passing a stationary authorized emergency vehicle that is using

an emergency light.

A.  With due regard to the safety and traffic conditions, an
operator of a vehicle approaching or passing a stationary
authorized emergency vehicle that 1is using an emergency

light shall:

(1) Reduce speed and maintain a speed throughout the
incident area no greater than is reasonable and prudent
under the <conditions, including actual and potential

hazards then existing;
(2) Vacate any lane wholly or partially blocked;

3) Obey the directions of an authorized official
directing traffic and all applicable traffic control
devices; and

(4) Pass in a lane not adjacent to that of the
emergency vehicle, if possible, or, if passing in a
nonadjacent lane is impossible or wunsafe, pass the
emergency vehicle at a reasonable and prudent speed.

B. The following penalties apply to violations of this
subsection.

(1) A person who violates this subsection commits a
Class E crime.

(2) A person who violates this subsection and at the

time of the offense has a prior conviction for
violating this subsection commits a Class E crime and
is subject to a mandatory 30-day driver's license
suspension. Title 17-A, section 9-A governs the use of
prior convictions in determining a sentence, except
that for purposes of this subparagraph, the date of
each prior conviction may precede the commission of the
offense being enhanced by no more than 3 years.

LR 455(01)
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C. Paragraphs A and B do not apply to authorized emergency
vehicles in an incident area. Operators of emergency
vehicles in an incident area shall proceed at a reasonable
and prudent speed, with due regard to the safety of all

persons in the incident area.

In addition to any other penalty imposed by law, if a violation
of this subsection results in serious bodily injury or death to
another person, the violatorls driver's license must be suspended
for at least 180 days and not more than 2 years

SUMMARY

This bill adds to the safety requirements governing drivers
approaching or passing a stationary authorized emergency vehicle
that is using an emergency light and increases the penalties for
violation. The bill also clarifies that an authorized emergency
vehicle must exercise due regard to the safety of others but is
exempted from the other operator requirements of the new

provision.

LR 455(01)



Attachment C

Nevada Assembly Bill 299 (2003)



Assembly Bill No. 299-Assemblymen Beers, Gustavson,
Christensen, Conklin, Giunchigliani, Grady, Home,
Koivisto, McClain, Pierce, Sherer and Weber

Joint Sponsors: Senators Cegavske, Amodei,
Care and Schneider

CHAPTER.........

AN ACT relating to motor vehicles; establishing the duties of a
driver when that driver approaches an authorized emergency
vehicle which is stopped and is making use of flashing lights;
providing a penalty; and providing other matters properly
relating thereto.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 484 of NRS is hereby amended by adding
thereto a new section to read as follows:

Upon approaching an authorized emergency vehicle which
is stopped and is making use of flashing lights meeting the
requirements of subsection 3 of NRS 484.787, the driver of the
approaching vehicle shall, in the absence of other direction given
by a peace officer:

(a) Decrease the speed ofhis vehicle to a speed that is:
(1) Reasonable and proper, pursuant to the criteria set
forth in subsection 1 0ofNRS 484.361; and
(2) Less than the posted sper I limit, if a speed limit has
been posted;
(b) Proceed with caution;
(c) Beprepared to stop; and
(d) Ifpossible, drivein u . ae that is not adjacent to the lane in
which the emergency vehicle is stopped, unless roadway, traffic,
weather or other conditions make doing so unsafe or impossible.
2. A person who violates subsection 1 is guilty of a
misdemeanor.






OREGON LAWS 2003

CHAPTER 42

AN ACT

Relating to motor vehicles
Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Or-

egon:

SECTION 1. Section 2 of this 2003 Act is
z&dcéed to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle
ode.

HB 2176

SECTION 2. (1) A person operating a motor
vehicle commits the offense of failure to main-
tain a safe distance from an emergency vehicle
or ambulance if the person approaches an
emergency vehicle or ambulance that is stopped

Chap. 42

and is displaying required warning lights and
the person: ° )
{21) On a highway having two or more lanes
for traffic in a singlé direction, fails to: )
(A) Make a lane change to a lane not adja-
i:ent to that of the emergency vehicle or ambu-
ance; or
(B) Reduce the speed of the motor vehicle, if
making a lane change is unsafe. ]
~(b) On a two directional, two-lane highway,
fails to reduce the speed of the motor vehicle.
) The offense described in this section,
failure to maintain a safe distance from an
emergency vehicle or ambulance, is u Class B

traffic violation.
Approve .l by the Governor April 1, 2003
Filed in the office of Secretary of State April 2, 2003
Effective date January 1, 2004
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Kentucky Revised Statutes
189.930



Kentucky Revised Statutes - Combination "Quick Clear" and "Move Over" law

189.930 Right-of-way to emergency vehicles --

)

2

3)

(4)

©)

(6)

Blocking or following emergency

vehicles — D riving over unprotected hoses of fire departm ent.

Upon the approach of an emergency vehicle equipped with, and operating, one (1)
or more flashing, rotating, or oscillating red or blue lights, visible under normal
conditions from a distance of five hundred (500) feet to the front of such vehicle; or
the driver is given audible signal by siren, exhaust whistle, or bell, the driver of every
other vehicle shall yield the right-of-way, immediately drive to a position parallel to,
and as close as possible to, the edge or curb of the highway clear of any intersection,
and stop and remain in such position until the emergency vehicle has passed, except
when otherwise directed by a police officer or firefighter.
Upon the approach of any emergency vehicle, operated in conformity with the
provisions of subsection (1) of this section, the operator of every vehicle shall
immediately stop clear of any intersection and shall keep such position until the
emergency Veliicle has passed, unless directed otherwise by a police officer or
firefighter.
No operator of my vehicle, unless he is on official business, shall follow any
emergency vehicle being operated in conformity with the provisions of subsection
(1) ofthis section closer than five hundred (500) feet, nor shall he drive into, or park
the vehicle into, or park the vehicle within, the block where the vehicle has stopped
in answer to an emergency call or alarm unless he is directed otherwise by a police
officer or firefighter.
No vehicle, train, or other equipment shall be driven over any unprotected hose of a
fire department when the hose is laid down on any street, private driveway, or track
for use at any fire or fire alarm unless the fire department official in command
consents that the hose be driven over.
Upon approaching a stationary emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle, when the
emergency Veliicle or public safety vehicle is giving a signal by displaying alternately
flashing yellow, red, red and white, red and blue, or blue lights, a person who drives
an approaching vehicle shall, while proceeding with due caution:
(@ Yield the right-of-way by moving to a lane not adjacent to that of the
authorized emergency vehicle, if:

1 The person is driving on a highway having at least four (4) lanes with not
fewer than two (2) lanes proceeding in the same direction as the
approaching vehicle; and

2. Ifitis possible to make the lane change with due regard to safety and
traffic conditions; or

(b) Reduce the speed of the vehicle, maintaining a safe speed to road conditions, if
changing lanes would be impossible or unsafe.
This section does not operate to relieve the person who drives an emergency vehicle
from the duty to operate the vehicle with due regard for the safety of all persons
using the highway.
Effective: June 24, 2003



History: Amended 2003 Ky. Acts ch. 63, sec. 1, effective June 24, 2003. - Amended
2000 Ky. Acts ch. 215, sec. 1, effective July 14, 2000. —Amended 1980 Ky. Acts
ch. 371, sec. 2, effective July 15, 1980. -- Created 1970 Ky. Acts ch. 93, sec. 3.
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"Many Drivers Still Not Complying with ‘Move Over’ Law,”
WyYDOT News, Wyoming Department of Transportation,
July 21, 2003



Many drivers still not complying with ‘Move Over’ law Page 1 0f 2

Citizen Business Government Visitor

Wwwjt*te.wy.us WYDOT > News

WYDOT News
5300 Bishop Blvd.
Cheyenne, WY 82009-3340

Many drivers still not complying with ‘Move Over’ law

Posted July 21. 2003

Twoyears after the law went into effect, Wyoming Highway Patrol troopers

WYDOT Home report many drivers still fail to obey the requirement that they move to the lane
, , farthest from any emergency vehicle parked with lights flashing beside an
Highway Information » interstate or other four-lane highway.

Business with WYDOT »

Public M eeting Schedule “'d be willing to bet every stop we make somebody violates this law,” Patrol

Sgt. Steve Townsend said.

Fuel Tax Administration

Since the law went into effecton July 1,2001, troopers have written nearly 600
. citations for violations, despite the difficulties involved in catching up with
Highway Patrol offenders.

Human Resources

Aeronautics Division
To assistwith enforcement, the Patrol sometimes has troopers work intandem

Driver's Licensing so, while one trooper is dealing with a stop, the second one can monitor the

Vehicle Services traffic and cite drivers who fail to move over orslow down.

Transportation Modes » Those who are caughtface a fine and courtcosts totaling $110, but failing to
WYDOT News obey the law can lead to more serious consequences. Since the law took
Electronic Docum ents effect, 21 Highway Patrolvehicles have been struck while parked with
gmergency lights flashing beside a highway.
Inside WYDOT

Patrol administrator Co" John Cox said drivers cited for failing to move over or
slow down give a variety of excuses ranging from ignorance of the law to traffic
notallowing them to safely move over. Cox said drivers are notcited if the lane
change can'the made safely, but troopers’observations atthe scene and
video taken from Patrol vehicles often does notsupport drivers'claims that
traffic wouldn't allow them to move over.

Search WYDOT

“"Weneed to keep the issue in front of the motoring public through signing,
public education and enforcement, Cox said. “When clearance is given to an
emergency vehicle at roadside, the safety margin isincreased for notonly the
people at roadside, but the passing motorist and their passengers as well."

WYDOT has erected signs around the state to remind drivers of the law’s
requirements.

Document URL:

http://dot.state.wy.us/web/news/press_releases/2003/moveoverll/moveover.html
Last modified: - Tuesday, 30-Dec-03 11:47:40

http://wydotweb.state._wy.us/web/news/press_releases/2003/moveoverl1/moveover _html 2/13/2004
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Anderson®"s OnLine Documentation Page 1of 1

[§ 4511.21.3] § 4511.213. Duties upon approaching stationary public safety vehicle displaying
emergency light.

(A) The driver of a motor vehicle, upon approaching a stationary public safety vehicle that is displaying
a flashing red light, flashing combination red and white light, oscillating or rotating red light, oscillating
or rotating combination red and white light, flashing blue light, flashing combination blue and white
light, oscillating or rotating blue light, or oscillating or rotating combination blue and white light, shall

do either of the following:

(1) If the driver of the motor vehicle is traveling on a highway that consists of at least two lanes that
carry traffic in the same direction of travel as that of the driver's motor vehicle, the driver shall proceed
with due caution and, if possible and with due regard to the road, weather, and traffic conditions, shall
change lanes into a lane that is not adjacent to that of the stationary public safety vehicle.

(2) If the driver is not traveling on a highway of a type described in division (A)(1) of this section, or if
the driver is traveling on a highway of that type but it is not possible to change lanes or if to do so would
be unsafe, the driver shall proceed with due caution, reduce the speed of the motor vehicle, and maintain

a safe speed for the road, weather, and traffic conditions.

(B) This section does not relieve the driver of a public safety vehicle from the duty to drive with due
regard for the safety of all persons and property upon the highway.

(C) No person shall fail to drive a motor vehicle in compliance with division (A)(1) or (2) of this
section when so required by division (A) of this section.

(D) (1) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor
misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or
pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty of
a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been
convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is

guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(2) Notwithstanding section 2929.28 of the Revised Code, upon a finding that a person operated a
motor vehicle in violation of division (C) of this section, the court, in addition to all other penalties
provided by law, shall impose a fine of two times the usual amount imposed for the violation.

(E) As used in this section, "public safety vehicle" has the same meaning as in section 4511.01 of the

Revised Code.
HISTORY: 148 v H 86. Eff 9-28-99; 149 v. s 123, 81, eff. 1-1-04; 149 v H 490, 8§/4, eff. 1-1-04.

http://onlinedocs.andersonpublishing.com/oh/IDExt._dl11/PORC/2950b/2a36a/2a523/2a53f7f_.. 2/12/2004
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South Dakota Codified Laws and Constitution Page 1of 1

32-31-6.1. Stop required upon approaching stopped emergency vehicle using red signals —
Requirements for approaching vehicles using amber or yellow signals —Violation as misdemeanor.
Upon approaching from any direction any stopped authorized emergency vehicle making use of red
visual signals meeting the requirements of this title, the driver of every other vehicle shall come to a
complete stop before reaching the stopped emergency vehicle and may, unless otherwise directed,
proceed with caution only after ascertaining thf.t it is safe to do so, and upon approaching from any
direction any stopped vehicle making use of amber or yellow warning lights, the driver of every other
vehicle shall:

(1) Ifdriving on an interstate highv/ay or other highway with two or more lanes traveling in
the same direction as the vehicle, merge into the lane farthest from the vehicle and proceed with caution,
unless otherwise directed; or

(2) Ifdriving on a two lane highway, slow to a speed that is at least twenty miles per hour
less than the posted speed limit or five miles per hour when the speed limit is posted at twenty miles per
hour or less and proceed with caution, unless otherwise directed.

A violation of this section is a Class 2 misdemeanor.

Statutes Menu | FAQ | My Legislative Research | Privacy Policy | LRC Menu

This page is maintained by the Legislative Research Council. It contains material authorized for publication that is
copyrighted by the state of South Dakota. Except as authorized by federal copyright law, no person may print or distribute
copyrighted material without the express authorization of the South Dakota Code Commission.

httD://leais.state.sd.us/statutes/ Index.cfm?FuseAction=DisDlavStatute&FindTvne=Statute 2/12/2004



lowa Code 2003: Section 321.323A Page 1o0f2

321.323A Approaching certain stationary vehicles.

]. The operator of a motor vehicle approaching a stationary authorized emergency vehicle that is
displaying flashing yellow, amber, white, red, or red and blue lights shall approach the authorized
emergency vehicle with due caution and shall proceed in one of the following manners, absent any other

direction by a peace officer:

a. Make a lane change into a lane not adjacent to the authorized emergency vehicle if possible in the
existing safety and traffic conditions.

b. If a lane change under paragraph "a" would be impossible, prohibited by law, or unsafe, reduce the
speed of the motor vehicle to a reasonable and proper speed for the existing road and traffic conditions,
which speed shall be less than the posted speed limit, and be prepared to stop.

2. The operator of a motor vehicle approaching a stationary towing or recovery vehicle, or a stationary

highway maintenance vehicle, that is displaying flashing yellow, amber, or red lights shall approach the
vehicle with due caution and shall proceed in one of the following manners, absent any other direction

by a peace officer:

a. Make a lane change into a lane not adjacent to the towing, recovery, or highway maintenance vehicle
if possible in the existing safety and traffic conditions.

b. If a lane change under paragraph "a" would be impossible, prohibited by law, or unsafe, reduce the
speed of the motor vehicle to a reasonable and proper speed for the existing road and traffic conditions,
which speed shall be less than the posted speed limit, and be prepared to stop.
Seci”n History: Recent form

2002 Acts, ch 1013, §1

Footnotes

For applicable scheduled fines, see §805.8A, subsection 11, paragraph b

Previous Section 321.323

Next Section 321.324

httD://Avww . le2is.state.ia.us/1ACODE/2003/321/323A.html 2/12/2004
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Fairbanks Police Sl iy S

i
Department

February 16th, 2004

STATE OF ALASKA HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Representative Jim Holme

ATTN: Matthew Rudig, Staffto Representative Jim Holm
State Capitol Building

Juneau, AK 99801

ToWhom ItMay Concern:
lam submitting this letteras a Statementin Supportof House Bill 438.

[have been a police officer for over 17 years. I'have been a police officer in Alaska since 1993. 0n
October 8th, 2000 I was involved in an accident on the Richardson Highway just south of Fairbanks. Inmy
accident, a driver traveling southbound on the Richardson Highway realized at the last minute that | was not
merely doing a traffic stop. A wrecker was facing backwards on the highway ready to tow a vehicle. I'did things
to try and get the driver to slow down. My emergency ovemead lights were on. She moved over, but did not
slow down. She swerved suddenly and the icy road conditions threw her vehicle into a spin at 50 MPH causing
herto crash into my patrol car. 0n this day, Idid something different than ihave ever done inmy career. Idid
notgetoutof my patrol car and direct traffic as lusuvally do. Itwas dark. ltwas snowing heavily and had heen
raining earlier in the night, causing extremely slick road conditions. Icould hardly stand on the road. If I had
been outof my vehicle at the time of the accident, Iwould have been crushed between the patrol car and the

carthatstruck me.

My patrolcarwas involved ina similaraccident in 1998, Fairbanks Police Department Officer Williams using my
patrol car. He was working an accident on the Richardson Highway when a driver failed to slow, drove through

a large flare pattern and rear-ended my patrol car.

Sergeant Jewkes with the Fairbanks Police Department also was working an accident on the Johansen
Expressway near the Peger Road overpass. A vehicle did not slow down and slid on the icy roads. He and a
bystander had to jump over an embankment to avoid being crushed as the car struck the guardrail they were
standing nextto. We are thankful at the Fairbanks Police Department thatitwas only the embankment, and not

the bridge itself.

Inthe 1980 Fairbanks Police Officer Don Lasage was struck on the Richaroson Highway after he stopped to
clear debris from the roadway. Hisemergency overhead lights were on. Officer Lasage was gravely injured and

subsequently had to retire on medical retirement.

There are similar stories across the state where officers have jumped outof the way or feltthe high speed brush
of a mirror passing their head at 55 MPH plus. I'have discovered an interesting effect through the years. Some
drivers are so husy looking at the emergency overhead lights they actually drive towards them. (You drive to

where you are looking.)

The point Isee in this law is itwill give a person an automatic response to the sightof emergency vehicles along
the side of the road. W e all take our foot off the accelerator when we see a police carcoming the otherway. Ido
it too. Even though we may not be speeding, itisan automatic response. We do not wanta speeding ticket.
With the proper advertising campaign and supportin the media, this law could engrain inmost driver’s head that



when they seen the emergency overhead lights, they need to slow down and move over. We will automatically
think, “0h, emergency overhead lights... I'better slow down and move over." Nobody wants a ticket.

Thank you for your time and consideration in this matter. Please vote for House Bill 438. Itis a simple law that
could save an officer’s lifeand save ourgovernmentmoney indamages and medical bills.

Sincerely,

David A. Stevenson #307
Police Officer
Fairbanks Police Department



o[Fwd: New Alaska Statute]

lof 1

Subject: [Fwd: New A laska Statute]

pate: Tue, 10 Feb 2004 07:04:40 -0900

From :

organization: Alaska State Legislature
70 Matthew Rudig <Matthew_Rudig@Iegis.staie.ak us>

Subject: New A laska Statute

p ate: Sat, 07 Feb 2004 01:12:33 -0900
From: Eric Jewkes <eajewkes@ci.fairbanks.ak.us>
To: Representative_Jim_Holm@Ilegis.state.ak.us

| have read over the proposed statute AS 28.35.185 and give it my
support. One, often overlooked, danger emergency service personnel
frequently face is that of careless drivers. With so much of our time
being spent on or near the road way, this danger is one that is
difficult to defend against. Nothing we have can stop a 6000 pound car

traveling at 55 plus mph.

To add a personal story relating to this: After working for the
Fairbanks Police department around 2 years | responded to a traffic
accident on the Johansen expressway. The vehicles involved in the
accident were not able to be driven, which meant staying on the
roadside, near the Peger overpass. | was aware of the dangers of
passing cars and had one of the driver's, whom | was speaking with,
stand with me in front of my car. While | was talking to the driver |
heard a vehicle sliding on the ice. | turned around to see a Jeep, out
of control, and heading right at my patrol car, and us. | had just
enough time to tell the other driver to run. We both ran toward the
guardrail, jumping over it and down the embankment(luckily just passed
the overpass and not on the actual bridge). The Jeep struck my patrol
car, at approximately 50 mph, in the middle of the driver's door,
pushing my car into the area where we had just been standing.

Would this proposed law change what happened or what could have
happened? Maybe not. Regardless, | believe the intent of the law
represents what a driver with good sense would do anyway. Unfortunately
common sense does not always parallel good sense and a legislative

reminder is necessary.

Thank you for your concerns and efforts.

Eric Jewkes, Sergeant
Fairbanks Police Department

Representative Jim Holm <Representative_Jim_Holm@Legis.state.ak.us>
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