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"An A c t re la tin g  to  m o to r is ts  m o v in g  o v e r  o r  s lo w in g  d o w n  fo r  
e m e rg e n c y  v e h ic le s ."

HB 438 can save lives and prevent injury.

All over the country law enforcement, emergency, and fire personnel are putting 
their lives in danger on the roadways. This bill is an opportunity to improve their 
safety and their working :onditions by requiring motorists to slow down and 
move over.

If Emergency personnel, as defined by statute, are pulled over on the side of the 
road with their emergency lights on, drivers will be required to slow down to 20 
mph below the posted speed limit or to 5 mph on a road less than 25 mph. On a 
highway with more than two lanes, the motorist will also be required to occupy 
the lane furthest away from the emergency personnel unless otherwise directed.

This bill is long overdue. Many other states across the nation are adopting such 
statutes to ensure the safety of their citizens.

T oll F ree: 1-866-465-3466
R ep resen  ta tive_Jiin_H o lin@ leg is .s ta te .ak . u s  

O fficial B u sin ess
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> FISCAL NOTE

Fiscal Note Number: HB438-LAW-CDCO-2-13
Bill Version: HB438_______________
() Publish D a t e : _____________________

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):___________________Dept. Affected]__________ LAW________________
Title "An Act relating to motorists moving over or RDU CRIMINAL______________________
slowing down for emergency vehicles."_______________________ Component Criminal Justice Litigation__________
Sponsor Representative Holm_________________________
Requester House Transportation Component No.__________________

Expenditures/Revenues________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOT/AL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES__________ _____________________ ___________

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) | I I I

c
.A

2004 LEG? T' (VE SESSION

FUND SOURCE___________________________________________(Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.G 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
This bill amends AS 28.35 by adding a new section to require that drivers of vehicles overtaking parked 
emergency vehicle shall vacate the lane nearest the parked emergency vehicle if two or more lanes 
travelling in the same direction exist. Otherwise the driver of the overtaking vehicle shall slow to 20 miles 
an hour below the speed limit except where the speed limit is 25 mile per hour or below, in which case the 
driver shall slow to five miles per hour. The amendment provides that a violation of the new section is a 
class A misdemeanor results in personal injury, and an infraction if not.

Passage of this legislation will have no foreseeable fiscal impact on the Department of Law.

Prepared by: Kathryn A. Daughhetee, Director__________________________  Phone 465-3673
Division Administrative Services Date/Time 2/13/04 3:03 PM

Approved by: Kathryn Daughhetee for Gregg D. Renkes, Attorney General Date 2/13/2004
Agency Department of Law________________________________

(Revised 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 of 1



FISCAL NOTE

R e v i s i o n  D a t e / T im e  ( N o t e  i f  c o r r e c t i o n ) : _________________ D e p t .  A f f e c t e d ;________ P u b l i c  S a f e t y
Title Motorists Slowing Down for Emergency Vehs RDU Alaska State Troopers
___________________________ ___________________________Component AST Detachments________
Sponsor Rep. Holm_________________________________ _______________________
Requester (H) Transportation___________________________ Component No. 2325

STATE O F  A L A S K A  Fiscal Note Number:_______________

2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Veision: HB438-DPS-ASTD-2-11-04
() Publish Date: ___________

Expenditures/Rovenues____________________________ ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o l l a r s )
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below. ___  _____
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 
Travel 
Contractual 
Supplies 
Equipment 
Land & Structures 
Grants & Claims 
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

|CAPITAL EXPENDITURES |

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) |

FUND SOURCE_______________________________________  (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts 
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included In the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal: 

POSITIONS
Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)
T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  a m e n d  A S  2 8 .3 5 .1 8 5  t o  r e q u i r e  t h a t  d r i v e r s  s l o w  o r  m o v e  o v e r  ( d e p e n d i n g  o n  c o n d i t i o n s )  
w h e n  t h e y  a p p r o a c h  a  s t a t i o n a r y  e m e r g e n c y  v e h i c l e  t h a t  i s  d i s p l a y i n g  f l a s h i n g  l i g h t s  o n  a  h i g h w a y  o r  
r o a d w a y .

A  v i o l a t i o n  o f  s e c t i o n  A S  2 8 .3 5 .1 8 5  r e s u l t i n g  i n  p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y  w o u l d  b e  a  c l a s s  A  m i s d e m e a n o r ;  v i o l a t i o n s  
u n d e r  o t h e r  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  w o u l d  c o n s t i t u t e  a n  i n f r a c t i o n .

T h i s  b i l l  w i l l  h a v e  n o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  o n  t h e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  T r o o p e r s .

Prepared by: Lt. Al Storey__________________________________________  Phone 269-4532
Division Alaska State Troopers__________________________________  Date/Time 2/11/04 10:23 AM

Approved by: Commissioner William Tandeske______________________  Date 2/11/2004______
Agency Department of Public Safety__________________________

(Revisod 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 of 1





40-6-16.
(a) The operator of a motor vehicle approaching a stationary authorized emergency 
vehicle that is displaying flashing yellow, amber, white, red, or blue lights shall approach 
the authorized emergency vehicle with due caution and shall, absent any other direction 
by a peace officer, proceed as follows:
(1) Make a lane change into a lane not adjacent to the authorized emergency vehicle if 
possible in the existing safety and traffic conditions; or
(2) If a lane change under paragraph (1) of this subsection would be impossible, 
prohibited by law, or unsafe, reduce the speed of the motor vehicle to a reasonable and 
proper speed for the existing road and traffic conditions, which speed shall be less than 
the posted speed limit, and be prepared to stop.
(b) The operator of a motor vehicle approaching a stationary towing or recovery vehicle 
or a stationary highway maintenance vehicle that is displaying flashing yellow, amber, or 
red lights shall approach the vehicle with due caution and shall, absent any other 
direction by a peace officer, proceed as follows:
(1) Make a lane change into a lane not adjacent to the towing, recovery, or highway 
maintenance vehicle if possible in the existing safety and traffic conditions; or
(2) If a lane change under paragraph (1) of this subsection would be impossible, 
prohibited by law, or unsafe, reduce the speed of the motor vehicle to a reasonable and 
proper speed for the existing road and traffic conditions, which speed shall be less than 
the posted speed limit, and be prepared to stop.
(c) Violation of subsection (a) or (b) of this Code section shall be punished by a fine of 
$500.00.



M a i n e  R e v i s e d  S t a t u t e s  A n n o t a t e d  
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Be it enacted by the People of the State of Maine as follows:

Sec. 1. 29-A MRSA §2054, sub-§9, as enacted by PL 2001, c. 360, §8, is 
repealed.

Sec. 2. 29-A MRSA §2054, sub-§10 i s  e n a c te d  to  re a d :

10. S ta t i o n a r y  a u th o r iz e d  em ergency v e h ic le s .  The fo llo w in g  
p r o v is io n s  govern  th e  o p e ra to r  o f  a v e h ic le  a p p ro a c h in g  o r 
p a s s in g  a s t a t i o n a r y  a u th o r iz e d  em ergency v e h ic le  t h a t  i s  u s in g  
an em ergency l i g h t .

A. W ith due r e g a rd  to  th e  s a f e ty  and t r a f f i c  c o n d i t io n s ,  an 
o p e ra to r  o f  a v e h ic le  a p p ro a ch in g  o r  p a s s in g  a s t a t i o n a r y  
a u th o r iz e d  em ergency v e h ic le  t h a t  i s  u s in g  an em ergency 
l i g h t  s h a l l :

(1) Reduce sp eed  and m a in ta in  a sp eed  th ro u g h o u t th e  
in c id e n t  a re a  no g r e a t e r  th a n  i s  re a s o n a b le  and p ru d e n t 
u n d er th e  c o n d i t io n s ,  in c lu d in g  a c tu a l  and p o t e n t i a l  
h a z a rd s  th e n  e x i s t i n g ;

(2) V aca te  any la n e  w ho lly  o r  p a r t i a l l y  b lo c k e d ;

(3) Obey th e  d i r e c t i o n s  o f  an a u th o r iz e d  o f f i c i a l  
d i r e c t i n g  t r a f f i c  and a l l  a p p l ic a b le  t r a f f i c  c o n tr o l  
d e v ic e s ;  and

(4) P ass in  a la n e  n o t a d ja c e n t  to  t h a t  o f  th e  
em ergency v e h ic le ,  i f  p o s s ib le ,  o r ,  i f  p a s s in g  in  a 
n o n a d ja c e n t la n e  i s  im p o s s ib le  o r  u n s a fe , p a ss  th e  
em ergency v e h ic le  a t  a r e a s o n a b le  and p ru d e n t sp eed .

B. The fo llo w in g  p e n a l t i e s  a p p ly  to  v i o l a t i o n s  o f  t  h i s  
s u b s e c t io n .

(1) A p e rs o n  who v i o l a t e s  t h i s  s u b s e c t io n  commits a 
C la s s  E c rim e .

(2) A p e rs o n  who v i o l a t e s  t h i s  s u b s e c t io n  and a t  th e  
tim e  o f  th e  o f f e n s e  has a p r i o r  c o n v ic t io n  f o r  
v i o l a t i n g  t h i s  s u b s e c t io n  commits a C la s s  E c rim e and 
i s  s u b je c t  to  a m andatory  30-day  d r i v e r 's  l i c e n s e  
s u s p e n s io n . T i t l e  17-A, s e c t io n  9-A g o v ern s  th e  use  o f  
p r i o r  c o n v ic t io n s  in  d e te rm in in g  a s e n te n c e , e x c e p t 
t h a t  f o r  p u rp o se s  o f  t h i s  su b p a ra g ra p h , th e  d a te  o f 
each  p r i o r  c o n v ic t io n  may p rec ed e  th e  com m ission o f  th e  
o f f e n s e  b e in g  enhanced  by no more th a n  3 y e a r s .

LD 0 8 3 7  (LR :  0 4 5 5  i t e m  0 1 )  U n o f f i c i a l  Document c r e a t e d  0 2 - 2 0 - 2 0 0 3  -
1 4 : 4 1 : 1 6

LR 4 5 5 ( 0 1 ) 1
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r C. P a ra g ra p h s  A and B do n o t ap p ly  to  a u th o r iz e d  em ergency 
v e h ic le s  in  an in c id e n t  a r e a .  O p e ra to rs  o f  em ergency 
v e h ic le s  in  an in c id e n t  a re a  s h a l l  p ro ce ed  a t  a re a s o n a b le  
and p ru d e n t sp e ed , w ith  due re g a rd  to  th e  s a f e ty  o f  a l l  
p e rso n s  in  th e  in c id e n t  a r e a .

In  a d d i t io n  to  any o th e r  p e n a l ty  im posed by law , i f  a v i o l a t i o n

LD 0 8 3 7  (LR :  0 4 5 5  i t e m  0 1 )  U n o f f i c i a l  Document c r e a t e d  0 2 - 2 0 - 2 0 0 3  -
1 4 : 4 1 : 1 6

o f  t h i s s u b s e c t io n r e s u l t s  in s e r io u s  b o d i ly  i n ju r y o r  d e a th  to
a n o th e r p e rs o n , th e v i o l a t o r 1s d r i v e r 's  l i c e n s e  m ust be suspended
f o r  a t  l e a s t  180 days and n o t more th a n  2 y e a rs

SUMMARY

T his b i l l  adds to  th e  s a f e t y  re q u ire m e n ts  g o v e rn in g  d r iv e r s  
a p p ro a c h in g  o r  p a s s in g  a s t a t i o n a r y  a u th o r iz e d  em ergency v e h ic le  
t h a t  i s  u s in g  an em ergency l i g h t  and in c r e a s e s  th e  p e n a l t i e s  fo r  
v i o l a t i o n .  The b i l l  a ls o  c l a r i f i e s  t h a t  an a u th o r iz e d  em ergency 
v e h ic le  m ust e x e r c i s e  due r e g a rd  to  th e  s a f e t y  o f  o th e r s  b u t i s  
exem pted from  th e  o th e r  o p e ra to r  re q u ire m e n ts  o f  th e  new 
p r o v is io n .

C
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Nevada Assembly Bill 299 (2003)

A t t a c h m e n t  C



Assembly B ill No. 299-Assemblymen Beers, Gustavson, 
Christensen, Conklin, Giunchigliani, Grady, Home, 
Koivisto, McClain, Pierce, Sherer and Weber

Joint Sponsors: Senators Cegavske, Amodei,
Care and Schneider

CHAPTER.........

AN ACT relating to motor vehicles; establishing the duties of a 
driver when that driver approaches an authorized emergency 
vehicle which is stopped and is making use of flashing lights; 
providing a penalty; and providing other matters properly 
relating thereto.

THE PEOPLE OF THE STATE OF NEVADA, REPRESENTED IN 
SENATE AND ASSEMBLY, DO ENACT AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Chapter 484 of NRS is hereby amended by adding 
thereto a new section to read as follows:

7. Upon approaching an authorized emergency vehicle which 
is stopped and is making use o f flashing lights meeting the 
requirements o f subsection 3 o f NRS 484.787, the driver o f the 
approaching vehicle shall, in the absence o f other direction given 
by a peace officer:

(a) Decrease the speed of his vehicle to a speed that is:
(1) Reasonable and proper, pursuant to the criteria set 

forth in subsection 1 o f NRS 484.361; and
(2) Less than the posted sper I limit, i f  a speed limit has 

been posted;
(b) Proceed with caution;
(c) Be prepared to stop; and
(d) I f  possible, drive in u . ae that is not adjacent to the lane in 

which the emergency vehicle is stopped, unless roadway, traffic, 
weather or other conditions make doing so unsafe or impossible.

2. A person who violates subsection 1 is guilty o f a 
misdemeanor.





OREGON LAWS 2003 Chap. 42

CHAPTER 42

AN ACT H B  2176

Relating to motor vehicles.
Be It Enacted by the People of the State of Or­
egon:

SECTION 1. Section 2 of this 2003 Act is 
added to and made a part of the Oregon Vehicle 
Code.

SECTION 2. (1) A person operating a motor 
vehicle commits the offense of failure to m ain­
tain a safe distance from an emergency vehicle 
or ambulance if the person approaches an 
emergency vehicle or ambulance that is stopped

and is displaying required warning lights and 
the person:

(a) On a highway having two or more lanes 
for traffic in a single direction, fails to:

(A) Make a lane change to a lane not adja­
cent to th a t of the emergency vehicle or ambu­
lance; or

(B) Reduce the speed of the motor vehicle, if 
making a lane change is unsafe.

(b) On a  two directional, two-lane highway, 
fails to reduce the speed of the motor vehicle.

(2) The offense described in this section, 
failure to m aintain a safe distance from an 
emergency vehicle or ambulance, is u Class B 
traffic violation.

A p p r o v e  .1 b y  t h e  G o v e r n o r  A p r i l  1, 2003
F i l ed  in  t h e  o f f i c e  o f  S e c r e t a r y  o f  S t a t e  A p r i l  2 , 2003
E f f e c t i v e  d a t e  J a n u a r y  1, 2004

1



Kentucky Revised Statutes 
189.930
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Kentucky Revised Statutes - Combination "Quick Clear" and "Move Over" law

1 8 9 . 9 3 0  R i g h t - o f - w a y  t o  e m e r g e n c y  v e h i c l e s  - -  B l o c k i n g  o r  f o l l o w i n g  e m e r g e n c y  

v e h i c l e s  —  D r i v i n g  o v e r  u n p r o t e c t e d  h o s e s  o f  f i r e  d e p a r t m e n t .

(1) Upon the approach of an emergency vehicle equipped with, and operating, one (1) 
or more flashing, rotating, or oscillating red or blue lights, visible under normal 
conditions from a distance of five hundred (500) feet to the front of such vehicle; or 
the driver is given audible signal by siren, exhaust whistle, or bell, the driver of every 
other vehicle shall yield the right-of-way, immediately drive to a position parallel to, 
and as close as possible to, the edge or curb of the highway clear of any intersection, 
and stop and remain in such position until the emergency vehicle has passed, except 
when otherwise directed by a police officer or firefighter.

(2) Upon the approach of any emergency vehicle, operated in conformity with the 
provisions of subsection (1) of this section, the operator of every vehicle shall 
immediately stop clear of any intersection and shall keep such position until the 
emergency veliicle has passed, unless directed otherwise by a police officer or 
firefighter.

(3) No operator of my vehicle, unless he is on official business, shall follow any 
emergency vehicle being operated in conformity with the provisions of subsection
(1) of this section closer than five hundred (500) feet, nor shall he drive into, or park 
the vehicle into, or park the vehicle within, the block where the vehicle has stopped 
in answer to an emergency call or alarm unless he is directed otherwise by a police 
officer or firefighter.

(4) No vehicle, train, or other equipment shall be driven over any unprotected hose of a 
fire department when the hose is laid down on any street, private driveway, or track 
for use at any fire or fire alarm unless the fire department official in command 
consents that the hose be driven over.

(5) Upon approaching a stationary emergency vehicle or public safety vehicle, when the 
emergency veliicle or public safety vehicle is giving a signal by displaying alternately 
flashing yellow, red, red and white, red and blue, or blue lights, a person who drives 
an approaching vehicle shall, while proceeding with due caution:
(a) Yield the right-of-way by moving to a lane not adjacent to that of the 

authorized emergency vehicle, if:
1. The person is driving on a highway having at least four (4) lanes with not 

fewer than two (2) lanes proceeding in the same direction as the 
approaching vehicle; and

2. If it is possible to make the lane change with due regard to safety and 
traffic conditions; or

(b) Reduce the speed of the vehicle, maintaining a safe speed to road conditions, if 
changing lanes would be impossible or unsafe.

(6) This section does not operate to relieve the person who drives an emergency vehicle 
from the duty to operate the vehicle with due regard for the safety of all persons 
using the highway.

Effective: June 24, 2003



History: Amended 2003 Ky. Acts ch. 63, sec. 1, effective June 24, 2003. -  Amended 
2000 Ky. Acts ch. 215, sec. 1, effective July 14, 2000. — Amended 1980 Ky. Acts 
ch. 371, sec. 2, effective July 15, 1980. -- Created 1970 Ky. Acts ch. 93, sec. 3.



"Many Drivers Still Not Complying with ‘Move Over’ Law,” 
W Y D O T  N e w s ,  Wyoming Department of Transportation,

July 21, 2003
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Many drivers still not complying with ‘Move Over’ law 

Citizen Business Government Visitor

w w w j t *  t e .  w y . u s  WYDOT > News

Page 1 of 2

C
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W Y D O T  News
5 3 0 0  B i s h o p  B l v d .  

C h e y e n n e ,  W Y  8 2 0 0 9 -3 3 4 0

Many drivers still not complying with ‘Move Over’ law

P o s t e d  J u l y  2 1 . 2 0 0 3

T w o  y e a r s  a f t e r  t h e  l a w  w e n t  i n t o  e f f e c t ,  W y o m i n g  H i g h w a y  P a t r o l  t r o o p e r s  
r e p o r t  m a n y  d r i v e r s  s t i l l  f a i l  t o  o b e y  t h e  r e q u i r e m e n t  t h a t  t h e y  m o v e  t o  t h e  l a n e  
f a r t h e s t  f r o m  a n y  e m e r g e n c y  v e h i c l e  p a r k e d  w i t h  l i g h t s  f l a s h i n g  b e s i d e  a n  
i n t e r s t a t e  o r  o t h e r  f o u r - l a n e  h i g h w a y .

"I’ d  b e  w i l l i n g  t o  b e t  e v e r y  s t o p  w e  m a k e  s o m e b o d y  v i o l a t e s  t h i s  l a w ,"  P a t r o l  
S g t .  S t e v e  T o w n s e n d  s a i d .

S i n c e  t h e  l a w  w e n t  i n t o  e f f e c t  o n  J u l y  1 , 2 0 0 1 ,  t r o o p e r s  h a v e  w r i t t e n  n e a r l y  6 0 0  
c i t a t i o n s  f o r  v i o l a t i o n s ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  i n v o l v e d  i n  c a t c h i n g  u p  w i t h  
o f f e n d e r s .

T o  a s s i s t  w i t h  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  t h e  P a t r o l  s o m e t i m e s  h a s  t r o o p e r s  w o r k  i n  t a n d e m  
s o ,  w h i l e  o n e  t r o o p e r  i s  d e a l i n g  w i t h  a  s t o p ,  t h e  s e c o n d  o n e  c a n  m o n i t o r  t h e  
t r a f f i c  a n d  c i t e  d r i v e r s  w h o  f a i l  t o  m o v e  o v e r  o r  s l o w  d o w n .

T h o s e  w h o  a r e  c a u g h t  f a c e  a  f i n e  a n d  c o u r t  c o s t s  t o t a l i n g  $ 1 1 0 , b u t  f a i l i n g  t o  
o b e y  t h e  l a w  c a n  l e a d  t o  m o r e  s e r i o u s  c o n s e q u e n c e s .  S i n c e  t h e  l a w  t o o k  
e f f e c t ,  21 H i g h w a y  P a t r o l  v e h i c l e s  h a v e  b e e n  s t r u c k  w h i l e  p a r k e d  w i t h  
e m e r g e n c y  l i g h t s  f l a s h i n g  b e s i d e  a  h i g h w a y .

P a t r o l  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  C o '  J o h n  C o x  s a i d  d r i v e r s  c i t e d  f o r  f a i l i n g  t o  m o v e  o v e r  o r  
s l o w  d o w n  g i v e  a  v a r i e t y  o f  e x c u s e s  r a n g i n g  f r o m  i g n o r a n c e  o f  t h e  l a w  t o  t r a f f i c  
n o t  a l l o w i n g  t h e m  t o  s a f e l y  m o v e  o v e r .  C o x  s a i d  d r i v e r s  a r e  n o t  c i t e d  if t h e  l a n e  
c h a n g e  c a n ’t  b e  m a d e  s a f e l y ,  b u t  t r o o p e r s ’ o b s e r v a t i o n s  a t  t h e  s c e n e  a n d  
v i d e o  t a k e n  f r o m  P a t r o l  v e h i c l e s  o f t e n  d o e s  n o t  s u p p o r t  d r i v e r s ’ c l a i m s  t h a t  
t r a f f i c  w o u l d n ' t  a l l o w  t h e m  t o  m o v e  o v e r .

" W e  n e e d  t o  k e e p  t h e  i s s u e  i n  f r o n t  o f  t h e  m o t o r i n g  p u b l i c  t h r o u g h  s i g n i n g ,  
p u b l i c  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  e n f o r c e m e n t ,  C o x  s a i d .  " W h e n  c l e a r a n c e  i s  g i v e n  t o  a n  
e m e r g e n c y  v e h i c l e  a t  r o a d s i d e ,  t h e  s a f e t y  m a r g i n  i s  i n c r e a s e d  f o r  n o t  o n l y  t h e  
p e o p l e  a t  r o a d s i d e ,  b u t  t h e  p a s s i n g  m o t o r i s t  a n d  t h e i r  p a s s e n g e r s  a s  w e l l . "

W Y D O T  h a s  e r e c t e d  s i g n s  a r o u n d  t h e  s t a t e  t o  r e m i n d  d r i v e r s  o f  t h e  l a w ’s  
r e q u i r e m e n t s .

C
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[§ 4511.21.3] § 4511.213. Duties upon approaching stationary public safety vehicle displaying 
emergency light.

(A) The driver of a motor vehicle, upon approaching a stationary public safety vehicle that is displaying 
a flashing red light, flashing combination red and white light, oscillating or rotating red light, oscillating 
or rotating combination red and white light, flashing blue light, flashing combination blue and white 
light, oscillating or rotating blue light, or oscillating or rotating combination blue and white light, shall 
do either of the following:

(1) If the driver of the motor vehicle is traveling on a highway that consists of at least two lanes that 
carry traffic in the same direction of travel as that of the driver's motor vehicle, the driver shall proceed 
with due caution and, if possible and with due regard to the road, weather, and traffic conditions, shall 
change lanes into a lane that is not adjacent to that of the stationary public safety vehicle.

(2) If the driver is not traveling on a highway of a type described in division (A)(1) of this section, or if 
the driver is traveling on a highway of that type but it is not possible to change lanes or if to do so would 
be unsafe, the driver shall proceed with due caution, reduce the speed of the motor vehicle, and maintain 
a safe speed for the road, weather, and traffic conditions.

(B) This section does not relieve the driver of a public safety vehicle from the duty to drive with due 
regard for the safety of all persons and property upon the highway.

(C) No person shall fail to drive a motor vehicle in compliance with division (A)(1) or (2) of this 
section when so required by division (A) of this section.

(D) (1) Except as otherwise provided in this division, whoever violates this section is guilty of a minor 
misdemeanor. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been convicted of or 
pleaded guilty to one predicate motor vehicle or traffic offense, whoever violates this section is guilty of 
a misdemeanor of the fourth degree. If, within one year of the offense, the offender previously has been 
convicted of two or more predicate motor vehicle or traffic offenses, whoever violates this section is 
guilty of a misdemeanor of the third degree.

(2) Notwithstanding section 2929.28 of the Revised Code, upon a finding that a person operated a 
motor vehicle in violation of division (C) of this section, the court, in addition to all other penalties 
provided by law, shall impose a fine of two times the usual amount imposed for the violation.

(E) As used in this section, "public safety vehicle" has the same meaning as in section 4511.01 of the 
Revised Code.
HISTORY: 148 v H 86. Eff 9-28-99; 149 v. s 123, §1, eff. 1-1-04; 149 v H 490, §/4, eff. 1-1-04.
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32-31-6.1. Stop required upon approaching stopped emergency vehicle using red signals — 
Requirements for approaching vehicles using amber or yellow signals — Violation as misdemeanor. 
Upon approaching from any direction any stopped authorized emergency vehicle making use of red 
visual signals meeting the requirements of this title, the driver of every other vehicle shall come to a 
complete stop before reaching the stopped emergency vehicle and may, unless otherwise directed, 
proceed with caution only after ascertaining thf.t it is safe to do so, and upon approaching from any 
direction any stopped vehicle making use of amber or yellow warning lights, the driver of every other 
vehicle shall:

(1) If driving on an interstate highv/ay or other highway with two or more lanes traveling in 
the same direction as the vehicle, merge into the lane farthest from the vehicle and proceed with caution, 
unless otherwise directed; or

(2) If driving on a two lane highway, slow to a speed that is at least twenty miles per hour 
less than the posted speed limit or five miles per hour when the speed limit is posted at twenty miles per 
hour or less and proceed with caution, unless otherwise directed.

A violation of this section is a Class 2 misdemeanor.
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321.323A Approaching certain stationary vehicles.

]. The operator of a motor vehicle approaching a stationary authorized emergency vehicle that is 
displaying flashing yellow, amber, white, red, or red and blue lights shall approach the authorized 
emergency vehicle with due caution and shall proceed in one of the following manners, absent any other 
direction by a peace officer:

existing safety and traffic conditions.

b. If a lane change under paragraph "a" would be impossible, prohibited by law, or unsafe, reduce the

which speed shall be less than the posted speed limit, and be prepared to stop.

2. The operator of a motor vehicle approaching a stationary towing or recovery vehicle, or a stationary 
highway maintenance vehicle, that is displaying flashing yellow, amber, or red lights shall approach the 
vehicle with due caution and shall proceed in one of the following manners, absent any other direction 
by a peace officer:

a. Make a lane change into a lane not adjacent to the towing, recovery, or highway maintenance vehicle 
if possible in the existing safety and traffic conditions.

b. If a lane change under paragraph "a" would be impossible, prohibited by law, or unsafe, reduce the 
speed of the motor vehicle to a reasonable and proper speed for the existing road and traffic conditions, 
which speed shall be less than the posted speed limit, and be prepared to stop.

1

a. Make a lane change into a lane not adjacent to the authorized emergency vehicle if possible in the

speed of the motor vehicle to a reasonable and proper speed for the existing road and traffic conditions,

httD://www.le2is.state.ia.us/IACODE/2003/321/323A.html
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For applicable scheduled fines, see §805.8A, subsection 11, paragraph b
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Fairbanks Police 

Department

Attn: Officer David A. Stevenson 
911 Cushman Street 
Fairbanks. AK 99701

F e b r u a r y  1 6 th, 2 0 0 4

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A  H O U S E  O F  R E P R E S E N T A T I V E S  
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J i m  H o l m e
A T T N :  M a t t h e w  R u d i g ,  S t a f f  t o  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J i m  H o l m  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l  B u i l d i n g  
J u n e a u ,  A K  9 9 8 0 1

T o  W h o m  It M a y  C o n c e r n :

I a m  s u b m i t t i n g  t h i s  l e t t e r  a s  a  S t a t e m e n t  i n  S u p p o r t  o f  H o u s e  B i l l 4 3 8 .

I h a v e  b e e n  a  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  f o r  o v e r  1 7  y e a r s .  I h a v e  b e e n  a  p o l i c e  o f f i c e r  in  A l a s k a  s i n c e  1 9 9 3 . O n  
O c t o b e r  8 th, 2 0 0 0  I w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a n  a c c i d e n t  o n  t h e  R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  j u s t  s o u t h  o f  F a i r b a n k s .  I n  m y  
a c c i d e n t ,  a  d r i v e r  t r a v e l i n g  s o u t h b o u n d  o n  t h e  R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  r e a l i z e d  a t  t h e  l a s t  m i n u t e  t h a t  I w a s  n o t  
m e r e l y  d o i n g  a  t r a f f i c  s t o p .  A  w r e c k e r  w a s  f a c i n g  b a c k w a r d s  o n  t h e  h i g h w a y  r e a d y  t o  t o w  a  v e h i c l e .  I d i d  t h i n g s  
t o  t r y  a n d  g e t  t h e  d r i v e r  t o  s l o w  d o w n .  M y  e m e r g e n c y  o v e m e a d  l i g h t s  w e r e  o n .  S h e  m o v e d  o v e r ,  b u t  d i d  n o t  
s l o w  d o w n .  S h e  s w e r v e d  s u d d e n l y  a n d  t h e  i c y  r o a d  c o n d i t i o n s  t h r e w  h e r  v e h i c l e  i n t o  a  s p i n  a t  5 0  M P H  c a u s i n g  
h e r  t o  c r a s h  i n t o  m y  p a t r o l  c a r .  O n  t h i s  d a y ,  I d i d  s o m e t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t  t h a n  i h a v e  e v e r  d o n e  in  m y  c a r e e r .  I d i d  
n o t  g e t  o u t  o f  m y  p a t r o l  c a r  a n d  d i r e c t  t r a f f i c  a s  I u s u a l l y  d o .  It w a s  d a r k .  It w a s  s n o w i n g  h e a v i l y  a n d  h a d  b e e n  
r a i n i n g  e a r l i e r  in  t h e  n i g h t ,  c a u s i n g  e x t r e m e l y  s l i c k  r o a d  c o n d i t i o n s .  I c o u l d  h a r d l y  s t a n d  o n  t h e  r o a d .  If I h a d  
b e e n  o u t  o f  m y  v e h i c l e  a t  t h e  t i m e  o f  t h e  a c c i d e n t ,  I w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  c r u s h e d  b e t w e e n  t h e  p a t r o l  c a r  a n d  t h e  
c a r  t h a t  s t r u c k  m e .

M y  p a t r o l  c a r  w a s  i n v o l v e d  i n  a  s i m i l a r  a c c i d e n t  i n  1 9 9 8 . F a i r b a n k s  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  O f f i c e r  W i l l i a m s  u s i n g  m y  
p a t r o l  c a r .  H e  w a s  w o r k i n g  a n  a c c i d e n t  o n  t h e  R i c h a r d s o n  H i g h w a y  w h e n  a  d r i v e r  f a i l e d  t o  s l o w ,  d r o v e  t h r o u g h  
a  l a r g e  f l a r e  p a t t e r n  a n d  r e a r - e n d e d  m y  p a t r o l  c a r .

S e r g e a n t  J e w k e s  w i t h  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  a l s o  w a s  w o r k i n g  a n  a c c i d e n t  o n  t h e  J o h a n s e n  
E x p r e s s w a y  n e a r  t h e  P e g e r  R o a d  o v e r p a s s .  A  v e h i c l e  d i d  n o t  s l o w  d o w n  a n d  s l i d  o n  t h e  i c y  r o a d s .  H e  a n d  a  
b y s t a n d e r  h a d  t o  j u m p  o v e r  a n  e m b a n k m e n t  t o  a v o i d  b e i n g  c r u s h e d  a s  t h e  c a r  s t r u c k  t h e  g u a r d r a i l  t h e y  w e r e  
s t a n d i n g  n e x t  t o .  W e  a r e  t h a n k f u l  a t  t h e  F a i r b a n k s  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  t h a t  i t w a s  o n l y  t h e  e m b a n k m e n t ,  a n d  n o t  
t h e  b r i d g e  i t s e l f .

I n  t h e  1 9 8 0 ’s  F a i r b a n k s  P o l i c e  O f f i c e r  D o n  L a s a g e  w a s  s t r u c k  o n  t h e  R i c h a r o s o n  H i g h w a y  a f t e r  h e  s t o p p e d  t o  
c l e a r  d e b r i s  f r o m  t h e  r o a d w a y .  H i s  e m e r g e n c y  o v e r h e a d  l i g h t s  w e r e  o n .  O f f i c e r  L a s a g e  w a s  g r a v e l y  i n j u r e d  a n d  
s u b s e q u e n t l y  h a d  t o  r e t i r e  o n  m e d i c a l  r e t i r e m e n t .

T h e r e  a r e  s i m i l a r  s t o r i e s  a c r o s s  t h e  s t a t e  w h e r e  o f f i c e r s  h a v e  j u m p e d  o u t  o f  t h e  w a y  o r  f e l t  t h e  h i g h  s p e e d  b r u s h  
o f  a  m i r r o r  p a s s i n g  t h e i r  h e a d  a t  5 5  M P H  p l u s .  I h a v e  d i s c o v e r e d  a n  i n t e r e s t i n g  e f f e c t  t h r o u g h  t h e  y e a r s .  S o m e  
d r i v e r s  a r e  s o  b u s y  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  o v e r h e a d  l i g h t s  t h e y  a c t u a l l y  d r i v e  t o w a r d s  t h e m .  ( Y o u  d r i v e  t o  
w h e r e  y o u  a r e  l o o k i n g . )

T h e  p o i n t  I s e e  i n  t h i s  l a w  i s  it w i l l g i v e  a  p e r s o n  a n  a u t o m a t i c  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s i g h t  o f  e m e r g e n c y  v e h i c l e s  a l o n g  
t h e  s i d e  o f  t h e  r o a d .  W e  a l l  t a k e  o u r  f o o t  o f f  t h e  a c c e l e r a t o r  w h e n  w e  s e e  a  p o l i c e  c a r  c o m i n g  t h e  o t h e r  w a y .  I d o  
it t o o .  E v e n  t h o u g h  w e  m a y  n o t  b e  s p e e d i n g ,  it i s  a n  a u t o m a t i c  r e s p o n s e .  W e  d o  n o t  w a n t  a  s p e e d i n g  t i c k e t .  
W i t h  t h e  p r o p e r  a d v e r t i s i n g  c a m p a i g n  a n d  s u p p o r t  in  t h e  m e d i a ,  t h i s  l a w  c o u l d  e n g r a i n  in  m o s t  d r i v e r ’s  h e a d  t h a t



w h e n  t h e y  s e e n  t h e  e m e r g e n c y  o v e r h e a d  l i g h t s ,  t h e y  n e e d  t o  s l o w  d o w n  a n d  m o v e  o v e r .  W e  w i l l a u t o m a t i c a l l y  
t h i n k ,  “O h ,  e m e r g e n c y  o v e r h e a d  l i g h t s . . .  I b e t t e r  s l o w  d o w n  a n d  m o v e  o v e r . "  N o b o d y  w a n t s  a  t i c k e t .

T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  t i m e  a n d  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  i n  t h i s  m a t t e r .  P l e a s e  v o t e  f o r  H o u s e  B i l l  4 3 8 . I t i s  a  s i m p l e  l a w  t h a t  
c o u l d  s a v e  a n  o f f i c e r ’s  l i f e  a n d  s a v e  o u r  g o v e r n m e n t  m o n e y  i n  d a m a g e s  a n d  m e d i c a l  b i l l s .

S i n c e r e l y ,

D a v i d  A .  S t e v e n s o n  # 3 0 7  
P o l i c e  O f f i c e r
F a i r b a n k s  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t



•[Fwd: New Alaska Statute]

S u b j e c t :  [ F w d :  N e w  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e ]  

r  D a t e :  Tue, 10 Feb 2004 07:04:40 -0900
(  F r o m :  Representative Jim Holm <Representative_Jim_Holm@Legis.state.ak.us>

O r g a n i z a t i o n :  Alaska State Legislature
T o :  Matthew Rudig <Matthew_Rudig@legis.staie.ak us>

C

S u b j e c t :  N e w  A l a s k a  S t a t u t e

D a t e :  Sat, 07 Feb 2004 01:12:33 -0900 
From: Eric Jewkes <eajewkes@ci.fairbanks.ak.us>

To: Representative_Jim_Holm@legis.state.ak.us

I  have re a d  o v er th e  p ro p o sed  s t a t u t e  AS 2 8 .3 5 .1 8 5  and g iv e  i t  my 
s u p p o r t .  One, o f te n  o v e rlo o k e d , d an g er em ergency s e r v ic e  p e rso n n e l 
f r e q u e n t ly  fa c e  i s  th a t  o f  c a r e le s s  d r iv e r s .  W ith so  much o f o u r tim e 
b e in g  sp e n t on o r  n e a r  th e  ro a d  way, t h i s  d an g er i s  one t h a t  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  to  d e fen d  a g a in s t .  N oth ing  we have can s to p  a  6000 pound c a r  
t r a v e l in g  a t  55 p lu s  mph.

To add a p e rs o n a l  s to r y  r e l a t i n g  to  t h i s :  A f te r  w orking  f o r  th e  
F a irb a n k s  P o lic e  d ep artm en t around  2 y e a rs  I  re sp o n d ed  to  a t r a f f i c  
a c c id e n t  on th e  Johansen  exp ressw ay . The v e h ic le s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  
a c c id e n t  w ere n o t a b le  to  be d r iv e n ,  w hich m eant s ta y in g  on th e  
r o a d s id e ,  n e a r  th e  P eger o v e rp a s s . I  was aw are o f th e  d an g e rs  o f  
p a s s in g  c a r s  and had one o f th e  d r i v e r 's ,  whom I  was sp eak in g  w ith , 
s ta n d  w ith  me in  f r o n t  o f  my c a r .  W hile I  was t a lk in g  to  th e  d r iv e r  I 
h e a rd  a v e h ic le  s l i d i n g  on th e  i c e .  I tu rn e d  around  to  s e e  a J e e p , o u t 
o f  c o n t r o l ,  and head in g  r i g h t  a t  my p a t r o l  c a r ,  and u s . I  had j u s t  
enough tim e to  t e l l  th e  o th e r  d r iv e r  to  ru n . We b o th  ra n  tow ard th e  
g u a r d r a i l ,  jum ping over i t  and down th e  em bankm en t(luck ily  j u s t  p a sse d  
th e  o v e rp a s s  and n o t on th e  a c tu a l  b r i d g e ) . The Je e p  s t r u c k  my p a t r o l  
c a r ,  a t  ap p ro x im a te ly  50 mph, in  th e  m idd le  o f  th e  d r i v e r ' s  d oo r, 
p u sh in g  my c a r  in to  th e  a re a  where we had j u s t  been s ta n d in g .

Would t h i s  p ro p o sed  law change what happened o r  what c o u ld  have 
happened? Maybe n o t .  R e g a rd le s s , I  b e l ie v e  th e  i n t e n t  o f th e  law 
r e p r e s e n t s  w hat a d r iv e r  w ith  good se n se  would do anyway. U n fo r tu n a te ly  
common se n se  does n o t alw ays p a r a l l e l  good se n se  and a l e g i s l a t i v e  
re m in d e r i s  n e c e s s a ry .

Thank you f o r  y o u r co n ce rn s  and e f f o r t s .

E r ic  Jew kes, S e rg ean t 
F a irb a n k s  P o lic e  D epartm ent
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To: Representative_Jim_Holm@legis.state.ak.us

I  have re a d  o v e r  th e  p ro p o sed  s t a t u t e  AS 2 8 .3 5 .1 8 5  and g iv e  i t  my 
s u p p o r t .  One, o f te n  o v e rlo o k e d , d an g e r em ergency s e r v ic e  p e rso n n e l 
f r e q u e n t ly  fa c e  i s  t h a t  o f  c a r e le s s  d r i v e r s .  W ith so much o f o u r tim e 
b e in g  sp e n t on o r  n e a r  th e  ro a d  way, t h i s  d an g er i s  one t h a t  i s  
d i f f i c u l t  to  d e fen d  a g a in s t .  N o th ing  we have can  s to p  a 6000 pound c a r  
t r a v e l in g  a t  55 p lu s  mph.

To add a p e r s o n a l  s to r y  r e l a t i n g  to  t h i s :  A f te r  w orking  f o r  th e  
F a irb a n k s  P o l ic e  d ep artm en t around  2 y e a r s  I  resp o n d ed  to  a t r a f f i c  
a c c id e n t  on th e  Johansen  exp ressw ay . The v e h ic le s  in v o lv e d  in  th e  
a c c id e n t  w ere n o t a b le  to  be d r iv e n , w hich m eant s ta y in g  on th e  
r o a d s id e ,  n e a r  th e  Peger o v e rp a s s . I  was aw are o f  th e  d an g ers  o f  
p a s s in g  c a r s  and  had one o f  th e  d r i v e r ' s ,  whom I  was sp e a k in g  w ith , 
s ta n d  w ith  me in  f r o n t  o f  my c a r .  W hile I  was t a lk in g  to  th e  d r iv e r  I  
h e a rd  a v e h ic le  s l i d i n g  on th e  i c e .  I  tu rn e d  around  to  see  a J e e p , o u t 
o f c o n t r o l ,  and h ead in g  r i g h t  a t  my p a t r o l  c a r ,  and u s . I  had j u s t  
enough tim e to  t e l l  th e  o th e r  d r iv e r  to  ru n . We b o th  ra n  tow ard  th e  
g u a r d r a i l ,  jum ping o v er i t  and down th e  em bankment( lu c k i ly  j u s t  p a s se d  
th e  o v e rp a s s  and n o t on th e  a c tu a l  b r i d g e ) . The Je e p  s t r u c k  my p a t r o l  
c a r ,  a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  50 mph, in  th e  m id d le  o f  th e  d r i v e r 's  d o o r, 
p u sh in g  my c a r  in to  th e  a r e a  where we had j u s t  been s ta n d in g .

Would t h i s  p ro p o sed  law  change what happened  o r  what co u ld  have 
happened? Maybe n o t .  R e g a rd le s s , I  b e l ie v e  th e  i n t e n t  o f  th e  law 
r e p r e s e n t s  w hat a d r iv e r  w ith  good se n se  would do anyway. U n fo r tu n a te ly  
common se n se  does n o t alw ays p a r a l l e l  good se n se  and a l e g i s l a t i v e  
rem in d e r i s  n e c e s s a ry .

Thank you f o r  y o u r c o n ce rn s  and e f f o r t s .

E r ic  Jew kes, S e rg e a n t 
F a irb a n k s  P o l ic e  D epartm ent
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