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CS FO R  H O U S E  B IL L  NO . 423 (STA )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY THE HOUSE STATE AFFAIRS COM M ITTEE

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsor(s): REPRESENTATIVE ANDERSON

A  B IL L  

FO R  AN  A C T  E N T IT LE D  

"An Act relating to accidents involving the vehicle o f a person under the influence o f an 

alcoholic beverage."

B E  IT  E N A C T E D  B Y  T H E  L E G IS L A T U R E  O F  T H E  STA TE  O F  A L A SK A :

* Section 1. AS 09.65 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 09.65.300. Damages resulting from  driving the vehicle o f  a person 
under the influence o f an alcoholic beverage, (a) A person is not liable for personal 

injury, death, or property damage resulting from a motor vehicle accident if the person 

was driving a vehicle involved in the accident and

(1) before the accident, started driving the vehicle involved in the 

accident from or near licensed premises;

(2) is, at the time of the accident, a person employed in the course and 

scope of employment to or under contract to drive a taxicab or limousine, a taxicab or 

limousine owner, a holder of a taxicab or limousine permit issued by a municipality, 

or an owner or employee of a company that dispatches taxicabs or limousines;

-1- C SH B  423(STA )
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1 (3) was not under the influence of an alcoholic beverage, inhalant, or

2 controlled substance at the time of the accident;

3 (4) was driving the vehicle to the motor vehicle owner's residence or

4 designated residential location at the request of the motor vehicle owner or operator or

5 a law enforcement officer; and

6 (5) was driving the vehicle because the motor vehicle owner or

7 operator was under the influence of an alcoholic beverage or reasonably believed to be

8 under the influence of an alcoholic beverage.

9 (b) A person licensed under AS 04.11.080 - 04.11.250, or an agent or

10 employee of the person, is not liable for personal injury, death, or property damage

11 resulting from a motor vehicle accident described under (a) of this section.

12 (c) This section does not preclude liability for civil damages as a result of

13 gross negligence or reckless or intentional misconduct.

14 (d) A motor vehicle owner is considered to have given consent to another

15 person to drive the owner's motor vehicle if the other person is involved in an accident

16 and the provisions of (a) of this section apply to the other person.

17 (e) In this section,

18 (1) "controlled substance" has the meaning given in AS 28.33.190;

19 (2) "inhalant" has the meaning given to the phrase "hazardous volatile

20 material or substance" in AS 47.37.270;

21 (3) "licensed premises" has the meaning given in AS 04.21.080.

22 * Sec. 2. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to

23 read:

24 APPLICABILITY. This Act applies to a civil action that accrues on or after the

25 effective date of this Act.

26 * Sec. 3. AS 09.65.300 is repealed July 1, 2007.

C SH B  423 (STA ) -2-
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CS FO R  H O U SE  B IL L  N O . 423 ( )

IN THE LEGISLATURE OF THE STATE OF ALASKA 

TWENTY-THIRD LEGISLATURE - SECOND SESSION

BY

Offered:
Referred:

Sponsors): REPRESENTATIVE ANDERSON

A B IL L  

FO R  AN  A C T  E N T IT L E D  

"An Act relating to accidents involving the vehicle o f a person under the influence o f an 

alcoholic beverage; and providing for an effective date."

B E  IT  E N A C TED  B Y  T H E  L E G IS LA T U R E  O F  T H E  STA TE  OF  A L A SK A :

* Section 1. AS 09.65 is amended by adding a new section to read:

Sec. 09 .65 .300 . Damages resulting from  driving the vehicle o f a person 
under the influence o f an alcoholic beverage, (a) A person is not liable for personal 

injury, death, or property damage resulting from a motor vehicle accident if the person 

was driving a vehicle involved in the accident and

(1) before the accident, started driving the vehicle involved in the 

accident from or near licensed premises;

(2) is, at the time of the accident, a person employed in the course and 

scope of employment to or under contract to drive a taxicab or limousine, a taxicab or 

limousine owner, a holder of a taxicab or limousine permit issued by a municipality, 

or an owner or employee of a company that dispatches taxicabs or limousines;

-1-
N ew  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]
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(3) was not under the influence of an alcoholic beverage, inhalant, or 

controlled substance at the time of the accident;

(4) was driving the vehicle to the motor vehicle owner's residence or 

designated residential location at the request of the motor vehicle owner or a law 

enforcement officer; and

(5) was driving the vehicle because the motor vehicle owner or 

operator was under the influence of an alcoholic beverage or reasonably believed to be 

under the influence of an alcoholic beverage.

(b) A person licensed under AS 04.11.080 - 04.11.250, or an agent or 

employee of the person, is not liable for personal injury, death, or property damage 

resulting from a motor vehicle accident described imder (a) of this section.

(c) This section does not preclude liability for civil damages as a result of 

gross negligence or reckless or intentional misconduct.

(d) A motor vehicle owner is considered to have given consent to another 

person to drive the owner's motor vehicle if the other person is involved in an accident 

and the provisions of (a) of this section apply to the other person.

(e) In this section,

(1) "controlled substance" has the meaning given in AS 28.33.190;

(2) "inhalant" has the meaning given to the phrase "hazardous volatile 

material or substance" in AS 47.37.270;

(3) "licensed premises" has the meaning given in AS 04.21.080.

* Sec. 2. The uncodified law of the State of Alaska is amended by adding a new section to 

;ad:

APPLICABILITY. This Act applies to a civil action that accrues on or after the 

Efective date o f this Act.

* Sec. 3. This Act takes effect July 1, 2004.

»HB423 ( ) -2-
N ew  T e x t  U n d e r l i n e d  [DELETED TEXT BRACKETED]



Alaska State Legislature
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

SPONSOR STATEMENT FOR HB 423 
BY: Representative Tom Anderson

TITLE: “An Act relating to accidents involving the vehicle of a person under the 
influence of an alcoholic beverage; and providing for an effective date.”

House Bill 423 is a “Good Samaritan” bill for taxicab operators who transport intoxicated 
persons or who drive an intoxicated person’s motor vehicle to their home or another 
directed location. Absent gross negligence or reckless or intentional misconduct, a 
person engaging in this activity would not be civilly liable for damages.

There are times when Alasrans find themselves in an “end of evening” dilemma -  they 
are over the .08 blood alcohol limit and shouldn’t drive, but are worried and reluctant to 
leave their car unattended overnight. HB 423 resolves this dilemma by allowing a 
taxicab operator to drive an intoxicated person home while a second operator follows 
them home in their vehicle.

This legislation would allow the intoxicated person and his or her vehicle to get home 
safely without the taxicab operator fearing liability. HB 423 promotes responsible 
behavior and encourages people to do the right thing and not drive while intoxicated.

I urge your support of this important piece of legislation.

Feb ru a ry  1 1 , 2 0 0 4 - H B  4 2 3 2 3 -L S 1 6 0 0 \A



Alaska State Legislature
H o u s e  o f  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s

O fficia l Business State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801-1182

SECTIONAL ANALYSIS 
HOUSE BILL 423 

BY: Representative Tom Anderson

T IT L E : “An A c t relating to accidents involving the vehicle o f  a person under the 
influence o f  an a lcoho lic beverage; and providing for an effective date.”

Section 1: Adds new section to 0 9 .6 5 . Under certain specific circumstances, a taxicab
operator is not civ illy liable for personal injury or death during the 
transportation o f  an intoxicated person or an intoxicated person ’ s vehicle 
except as a result o f  gross negligence o r reckless or intentional m isconduct. 
Additionally , owner o f  vehicle or third-party may not bring civil action  
against taxicab operator unless gross negligence or reckless or intentional 
misconduct is involved.

Section 2: Applicability section.

Section 3 : E ffective date: July 1, 2 0 0 4

Feb ru a ry  11, 2 0 0 4 - H B  4 2 3 2 3 -L S 1 6 0 0 \A



FISCAL NOTE

STA TE  O F  A LA SK A
2004 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESS IO N

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction): 
Title Taxicab Driver Liability

Fiscal Note Number:
Bill V ersion : H B 423-D P S -A B C -2-9 -04

() P u b lish  D ate:

D ep t. A ffected: 
'R D U

P u b lic  S a fe ty
S ta te w id e  S u p p o rt

Component ABC Board
S p o n s o r
R e q u e s te r

R ep . A n d e rso n
H .S ta te  Affairs

Expenditures/Revenues

Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2 6 9 0

Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
O PE R A T IN G  E X PE N D IT U R E S FY 2 0 0 5 FY  2 0 0 6 FY 2 0 0 7 FY 2 0 0 8 FY  2 0 0 9 FY  2 0 1 0
P e rso n a l  S e rv ic e s
T ravel
C o n trac tu a l
S u p p lie s
E q u ip m en t
L an d  & S tru c tu re s
G ra n ts  & C laim s
M isce llan eo u s

TOTA L O PE R A T IN G 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

C A PITA L  E X PE N D IT U R E S

IC H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S ( ) ! I 1

FU ND S O U R C E (T h o u sa n d s  of D ollars)
1 0 0 2  F e d e ra l R e ce ip ts
1 0 0 3  G F  M atch
1 0 0 4  G F
1 0 0 5  G F /P ro g ram  R e c e ip ts
1 0 3 7  G F /M enta l H ealth
O th e r  (Specify T ype-D o not abbreviate)

TO T A L 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

E s t im a te  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (F Y 2004) c o s t :  0 .0
M ark  t h i s  b o x  (X) if f u n d in g  fo r  t h i s  b ill i s  in c lu d e d  in  t h e  G o v e r n o r 's  FY 2 0 0 5  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l :  

P O S IT IO N S  __________________
Full-tim e
P art-tim e
T em p o ra ry

A N A L Y SIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This bill provides legal liability protection to taxicab/limousine drivers and liquor licensees and their 
employees trying to provide a "safe ride" home for alcohol impaired patrons.

No fiscal impact is anticipated to the Department of Public Safety.

P re p a re d  by: D oug  Griffin, D irecto r_____________________________________________  P h o n e  26 9 -0 3 5 1
Division ABC B oard  D a te /T im e  2 /9 /0 4  2 :2 8  PM

Approved by: Commissioner William Tandeske____________________________ Date 2/9/2004
Agency Public Safety_____________________________________________

(Rovisod 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 o f 1



FISCAL NOTE

Revision Date/Time (Note if correction):_____________________ Dept. Affected _̂_________ LAW________________
Title "An A ct re la tin g  to  a c c id e n ts  involving th e__________ RDU CIVIL_______________________________
v e h ic le  o f a  p e rso n  u n d e r  th e  in flu en ce  of a n  a lco h o lic .. "_________  C o m p o n e n t T o rts  a n d  W o rk e rs ' C o m p e n sa tio n
S p o n s o r  R e p re s e n ta t iv e  A n d e rso n __________________________ ___________________________________________________
R e q u e s te r  H o u se  Ju d ic ia ry ____________________________________ C o m p o n e n t No. _____________

Expenditures/Revenues____________________________________ (Thousands of Dollars)_____________________

STA TE  O F  A LA SK A  Fiscal Note Number: HB423-LAW-2-9-04
2004 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESS IO N  Bill Version: HB423_____________

() Publish D a t e : ___________________

N ote : A m o u n ts d o  no t in c lu d e  inflation u n le s s  o th e rw ise  n o ted  below .
O P ER A TIN G  E X PE N D IT U R E S FY 2 0 0 5 FY 2 0 0 6 FY 2 0 0 7 FY 2 0 0 8 FY 2 0 0 9 FY 2 0 1 0

P e rso n a l  S e rv ic e s  
T ravel 
C o n trac tu a l 
S u p p lie s  
E q u ip m en t 
L and  & S tru c tu re s  
G ra n ts  & C laim s 
M isce llan eo u s

TOTA L O P ER A TIN G 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

C A PITA L E X PE N D ITU R ES_____________

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S ( ) |

FU ND S O U R C E _________________________    (T h o u sa n d s  of D o lla rs)
100 2  F e d e ra l R e c e ip ts
1 0 0 3  G F M atch
10 0 4  G F
1 0 0 5  G F /P ro g ram  R e c e ip ts  
10 3 7  G F /M ental H ealth
O th e r  (Specify Type--Do not abbreviate)

T O TA L 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

E s t im a te  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY 2004) c o s t :  0  0
M ark  th is  b o x  (X) if f u n d in g  fo r  t h i s  b ill i s  in c lu d e d  in th e  G o v e r n o r 's  FY 2 0 0 5  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l :  

P O SIT IO N S _______________________________________________________________
Full-tim e
P art-tim e
T em p o ra ry

A N A LY SIS: (Attach a separate pape if necessary)
This bill limits the liability for personal injury, death, or property damage resulting from a motor vehicle 

accident in circumstances where the damages result from driving the vehicle of a person under the 

influence of an alcoholic beverage.

Passage of this legislation will have no foreseeable fiscal impact on the Department of Law.

P re p a re d  by: K athryn A. D a u g h h e te e , D irector_________________________________  P h o n e  4 6 5 -3 6 7 3
D ivision A dm in istra tive  S e rv ic e s  D a te/T im e  2 /9 /0 4 1 :1 5  PM

Approved by: Kathryn Daughhetee for Gregg D. Renkes, Attorney General Date 2/9/2004
Agency Department of Law________________________________________

(Rovisod 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 o f 1



FISCAL NOTE

STA TE  O F  A L A SK A
2004 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESS IO N

F iscal N o te  N um ber:

Bill V ersion : H B 4 2 3 -D P S -A 3 C -2 -9 -0 4

() Pub lish  D ate:

Pub lic  S a fe ty
Title T ax ica b  D river Liability RDU S ta te w id e  S u p p o rt

C o m p o n en t AB C  B oard
S p o n s o r  R e p . A n d e rso n
R e q u e s te r  H .S ta te  A ffairs C o m p o n en t No. 2 6 9 0

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s ( T h o u s a n d s  o f  D o lla r s )
N ote: A m o u n ts  d o  n o t in c lu d e  inflation u n le s s  o th e rw ise  n o ted  below .
O P E R A T IN G  E X PE N D IT U R E . FY 2 0 0 5 FY 2 0 0 6 FY 2 0 0 7 FY 2 0 0 8 FY 2 0 0 9 FY 2 0 1 0
P e rs o n a l  S e rv ic e s
T rave l
C o n trac tu a l
S u p p lie s
E q u ip m e n t
L and  & S tru c tu re s
G ra n ts  & C laim s
M isc e lla n eo u s

T O T A L  O P E R A T IN G 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0 0 .0

I C A PIT A L  E X P E N D IT U R E S  | !

C H A N G E  IN R E V E N U E S  ( ) j

FU ND S O U R C E (T h o u sa n d s  o f D ollars)
100 2  F e d e ra l  R e c e ip ts
100 3  G F  M atch
100 4  G F
100 5  G F /P ro g ra m  R e c e ip ts
103 7  G F /M en ta l H ealth
O th e r  (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)

TO T A L 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0 0 .0

E s t im a te  o f  a n y  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (FY 2004) c o s t : 0 .0
M ark  t h i s  b o x  (X) If f u n d in g  f o r  t h is  b ill is  in c lu d e d  in th e  G o v e r n o r 's  FY 2 0 0 5  b u d g e t  p r o p o s a l : I

P O S IT IO N S
Full-tim e
P a rt-tim e
T em p o ra ry

A N A L Y SIS : (Attach a separate page if necessary)

T h i s  b i l l  p r o v i d e s  l e g a l  l i a b i l i t y  p r o t e c t i o n  t o  t a x i c a b / l i m o u s i n e  d r i v e r s  a n d  l i q u o r  l i c e n s e e s  a n d  t h e i r  
e m p l o y e e s  t r y i n g  t o  p r o v i d e  a  " s a f e  r i d e "  h o m e  f o r  a l c o h o l  i m p a i r e d  p a t r o n s .

N o  f i s c a l  i m p a c t  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  t o  t h e  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  P u b l i c  S a f e t y .

P re p a re d  by: 
Division

D oug Griffin. D irector P h o n e  2 6 9-0351
AB C  B o ard D ate/T im e  2 /9 /0 4  2 :2 8  PM

A p p ro v ed  by: C o m m iss io n e r  W illiam T a n d e s k e
A g e n cy

D a te  2 /9 /2 0 0 4
Public Safety

(Revised 12/2003 OMB) Page 1 o f 1



Mothers Against Drunk Driving 
JUNEAU CHAPTER 

211 4th St., Suite 314 
Juneau, AK 99301 

Phone (907)463-2562 
Fax (907)463-2540 
madd@alaska.net 

www.madd.org/ak/juneau

F e b r u a r y  1 0 ,  2 0 0 4

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  T o m  A n d e r s o n  
S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  r o o m  4 3 2  
J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1

R e :  H o u s e  B i l l  4 2 3
" A n  A c t  r e l a t i n g  t o  a c c i d e n t s  i n v o l v i n g  t h e  v e h i c l e  o f  a  p e r s o n  u n d e r  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  a n  
a l c o h o l i c  b e v e r a g e ;  a n d  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  e f f e c t i v e  d a t e . "

D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  A n d e r s o n :

T h e  M A D D  A l a s k a  C h a p t e r s ,  Anchorage, Fairbanks, Juneau and Mat-Su, s u p p o r t  H o u s e  B i l l  
4 2 3 .

H o u s e  B i l l  4 2 3  w i l l  e n c o u r a g e  a n d  p r o t e c t  d e s i g n a t e d  d r i v e r s .  I t  i s  i m p e r a t i v e  t h a t  s u p p o r t  i s  
p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  d r i v e  p o t e n t i a l  d r u n k  d r i v e r s  t o  t h e i r  d e s t i n a t i o n .  A  d e s i g n a t e d  d r i v e r  i s  
" l i f e  i n s u r a n c e "  f o r  a l l  w h o  u s e  o u r  r o a d  s y s t e m .

H o u s e  B i l l  4 2 3  w o u l d  c r e a t e  a  d e t e r r e n t  f o r  t h o s e  w h o  m i g h t  o t h e r w i s e  d r i v e  i m p a i r e d  i f  u n a b l e  
t o  f i n d  a n  a l t e r n a t i v e  m e t h o d  o f  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n .

W h i l e  a n n u a l  a l c o h o l - r e l a t e d  t r a f f i c  f a t a l i t i e s  h a v e  d e c r e a s e d  b y  m o r e  t h a n  3 3  p e r c e n t  o v e r  t h e  
p a s t  f e w  d e c a d e s ,  t h e  l a t e s t  s t a t i s t i c s  s h o w  a  r e c e n t  i n c r e a s e  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  1 7 , 4 0 0  p e o p l e  
k i l l e d  a n d  m o r e  t h a n  h a l f  a  m i l l i o n  o t h e r s  i n j u r e d  i n  a l c o h o l - r e l a t e d  c r a s h e s  i n  2 0 0 2 .

A l a s k a  h a d  8 7  t r a f f i c  d e a t h s  o f  w h i c h  3 5  w e r e  a l c o h o l - r e l a t e d ( 4 0 % )  i n  2 0 0 2 .  T h e  p r e v i o u s  y e a r  
o u r  s t a t e  l o s t  4 7  A l a s k a n s  o u t  o f  8 9  ( 5 3 % )  b e c a u s e  o f  a l c o h o l .

S i n c e r e l y ,

C i n d y  C a s h e n

Executive Director

mailto:madd@alaska.net
http://www.madd.org/ak/juneau
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P r e s e n t s

“ O F F  T H E  R O A D  P R O G R A M ”

A free ride home for you and your car 
Let us all add safety to our community. Together we can make 

Anchorage a safer place to live.
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ANCHORAGE Cabaret, Hotel, Restaurant, and Retailers Association
(CHARR)

OFF THE ROAD PROGRAM

O ar Vision:
Anchorage CHARR , a unified financially sound organization to 
protect, foster and grow the hospitality industry serving a strong 
membership and to maintain a positive relationship with the 
Anchorage community.

Our Mission:
O u r mission is to serve and represent the hospitality industry within 
the Municipality o f Anchorage. Collaborate with responsible 
members, stakeholders, and businesses as a vital part o f the 
community.

Our Concerns:
Unintentional acts created by patron drivers o f vehicles under the 
influence that may be harmful to other members o f the community, 
This may occur when:

• A patron has a need for their vehicle the following morning 
and does not want the inconvenience of collecting the vehicle.

« Vehicles can be towed for a number o f reasons thus incurring 
unwanted costs.

• There is also the possibility the vehicle could be vandalized 
and/or burglarized.

•  Simply the patron choose not to pay or can not pay for the cost 
o f a taxi.

“These are reasons some patrons may justify drinking and driving”

Our Solution:
T o provide a safe mode o f transportation for the patron and his/her 
vehicle. This service can be requested by the patron or by the 
determination of the establishment to limit liabilities and to protect 
the general public. This accompaniment program would be provided 
by the municipal licensed chauffeurs (taxi cab drivers).

• Transportation provided from  the establishment to the patrons 
home.

« Patron and vehicle arrive home safe together.
• Limited or no cost to the patron for this service.
• Educate establishment staff and public of the availability of 

this program and the benefits that it provides.
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In order for this program to be successful the cab companies and the liquor 
establishments must work and communicate closely. To help facilitate this 
program, the establishments will implement the following strategies and policies:

1. Place signs near pay phones, direct lines to cab companies and in other 
conspicuous areas of the establishment such as restrooms and near the exits 
where signs can be easily read.

2. Train the establishment staff members on the availability of this program, 
how to inform patrons, and how to implement the procedures agreed upon 
by program officials.

3. Make public sendee announcements (PSA) on In-house sound systems (if  
establishment is equipped) from time to time and at closing time to help 
influence patrons decisions to use the program .

4. Pay a portion of the cab fare cost agreed upon by establishments and 
program officials.

5. Promote program from time to time in conjunction with other advertising 
and promotions. Make program informational hand outs available to 
patrons in the establishments.

6. Track program usage (in conjunction with the cab companies) to assess 
effectiveness and demographics and to provide informational statistics for 
program officials to use In promoting and or improving this program.

Anchorage CH ARR  feels, with the establishments implementing these strategies and 
policies will help assure the success of this exciting and new collaboration.

John G . Pattee 
Anchorage CH ARR

I
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( RNT Services D.B^i.Checker Cab Company
3215 Mountain View Drive 

Anchorage, Alaska 99501-3108 
Office (907) 274-3333 Fax (907) 258-7775 24-Hour Dispatch (907) 276-1234

Regarding: Off The Road Program

In order for this program to work and be successful the Restraunt’s, 
Lounge’s and all Taxicab Companies MUST work together and communicate closely 
with everyone. To help facilitate this, Checker Cab Company will implement the 
following procedure and policies:

1. We will have a minimum of six (6) designated taxi drivers on duty 
every night to be available for this program.

2. We will set a flat rate fee of £40.00 per car deliveries made from 
any licensed establishment to one (1) destination in the Anchorage 
Area, for BOTH the patron and his/her vehicle.

3. Every Car Delivery that we do will be logged into a log book in the 
Dispatch office as it comes in, so it will be easy to track our 
progress with this program and how well it is working to benefit the 
Anchorage Community.

4. Train All Taxicab Drivers and Dispatch Employees with our 
Company about this program, incase designated driver’s are not 
available they will be able to cover the car delivery safely.

5. Promote, with all the taxi drivers help, how this program is 
available to ALL Customers headed to any drinking establishment 
in the Anchorage Area, A Safe and Convenient way to enjoy all 
licensed establishments and not have to worry about retrieving their 
vehicle the next day if it has not been towed away.

RNT Services and Checker Cab Company feel that this program 
will work to help solve some of the drinking and driving problems 
that exist here in the Anchorage Area and will make the 
Community a much safer community for everyone to live in.

Nancy R Brockway
Owner -  RNT Services
Office Manager -  Checker Cab Company
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■ DftUNK; Program 
would see car, driver 
hpmc by cabbie.
The Associated Preta 

. . JUJfEAU Drunken
drivers and their' vehicles 
could gel a.ride home if a blli 
that passed, the House on 
fuesday has its intended ef­
fect. •

State Rep. Norm Rokeberg, 
R-Anchorage, introduced Uie 
bOI,- which limits liability/or 
taxis transporting drunken 
drivers’ cars. He said be’s  try­
ing to clear tho way for an An­
chorage program called "Off 
the Road” to get off the 
ground.

The Downtown Licensed 
Beverage Association, the 
Downtown Partnership and 
corporate- sponsors- • have, 
pitched in to fund the pro­
gram, which would pay for cab 
drivers to lake both an individ­
ual and his car home from par­
ticipating downtomj bats,

. Rolceberg.isakl. ;•
The program should re­

move one obstacle that p re­
vents drunken drivers" from 
giving up thofr keys, Rokeberg 
s a i l  „ •

‘'Many drivers are  really re­
luctant to leave their dearest 
possession, sometimes. their 
vehicle, in a parking lot," 
Rokeberg said.

Often they need their Cor to 
get to work the next day, they 
w ony about vandalism or they 
fear it wifi be towed, lie said.

High Insurance costs h av e . 
kept the ‘/Off the Road" pro­
gram  from starting  Rokeberg 
said. He said insurance would 
have .cost taxi companies" 
$1,000 per month pdr cab.

The bill exempts cab 
drivers operating the drunken, ■ 
drivers* vehicle from liability 

. in an accident except in cases . 
of gross negligence or reck- 

. less or intentional misconduct 
' The vehicle owner's insur­
ance would stiO have to pay for 
.damages in an. accident, the

same as if Ore owner had been 
driving.

• Rep. Eric Croft, D-Anchor- 
age, said thal provision re-" 
moved his concern about the 
bill. Without it, he said, he had 
feared accident victims would 
have no recourse.

The biil passed ihe House 
37-0. Rep. John Davies, D- 

.Fairbanks, .gave notice of re*
. consideration of his vote, so  
tha measure could come up. 
for a . final vote today. After 
that, it would go to the Sonata.

The measure is-House Bill
Ofl.

In other news at the Cdpitof

on Tuesday:- ‘
-* The House State Affairs 

Committee approved- House 
Jo in t Resolution-30, by Rep. 
Pete. Kott, R-Eagle River; I t 
urges the thS. Congress to be­
gin the  process of amending 
the U.S. CdnUjtulion to pro­
hibit desecration of- the U.S. 
flag.

« Croups on both sides, of 
the abortion issue held rallies 
bn the Capitol steps to com­
mem orate, the anriiversaty of 
Roe vs. tyede, the.U.S. Sup­
rem e Court decision th a t le­
galized abortion ip the  United 
States.
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lice of the Times
i A CONSERVATIVE V O IC E  F O R  JLLlSKXNil

WILLIBIS J. T0V1N
S«u»t adiln

DUI tax i b ill a  positive app roach
By PRANK DAHL

The early part of the year is n time for reflection, for many reasons: Many, of us center or> our faith and family and lives; hut also-on our dedication’ and responsibility to each other. House Bill 68 is a perfect example of taking responsibility one atop further by truly watching, out for our friends and patrons. And the state House agrees, aa ' they recently passed the bfll to the state Senate.Sponsored by Rep. Norm Rokeberg, this, proposed legislation will help reduce our DUI (driving under the influ­ence of alcoholl problem, The premise behind Rep, Rokeberg’s proposal is that people fail to And an alternative means of transportation when they are legally Intoxicated because they do not wish to incur the cost of a cab, risk vandalism to th$ir vehicle or be hindered'by retrieval pfthcdr. vehicle the next morning. With' no “perceived*! alternative, they opt to drive home intoxicated. Many arrive safely at home, but for those who'are arrested, or cause an accident or injury; the amaequetaces surpass the negligible cost of a cab or ’ time spent returning the next day aober to locate the car. •Proposed by tho Anchorage Down­town Partnership and Downtown r\a t.i •Lioanse Beverage u<ari1- Aaaodation; the concept is to'provide a means through which, aa intoxicated individual, hesitant to drive because he/she is above the legal limit (.08 blood- alcohol Content), can ask an employee at the participating bar or restaurant to request cab service for himself ond hie vehicle. The participating cab company will dispatch a cab with an extra driver who will subsequently drive (he patron's vehicle borne at the same time' tha intox­icated patron is driven home In the cab. Not a bad idea. And best of all, public safety is not compromised.
N o t  o n l y  d o e s  t h i s  s o l u t i o n  i n s t i l ]  a  

p a r t n e r s h i p  m e n t a l i t y  b e t w e e n  c o m m u ­
n i t y ,  p a t r o n  a n d  b u s i n e s s ,  b u t  i t  a l a r

reminds residents of the. feet that' the hospitality industry cjrea about1 yirUr: safety. Anchorage Cabaret, -Hotel, Restaurant & JRataflero Association, for example, wholeheartedly endorses the concept. And many establishments have endorsed tho bill and are eager to participate upon enactment of the pro­gram. In the end, it*6 a win-win for everyone.One concern that has arisen stems . from tho potential fdr a lawsuit. If the cab company employee, who drives tho individual’s vehicle home, causes an accident from negligence'. The context of the bill is intended to hold harmless the driver, cab company and licensed establishment if intentional miscon­duct is not a factor. In other wards ,; rid one will bo liable for acting responsibly. To that end, wo must formulate cfTed- tivH insurance language in tha bill to maintain the in tegrity of the no-liabili­ty intent, .
During trouWod times, members of society tend to find it easier to cast tho first 3tone, rather than seek lasting solutions to issues like alcohol abuse and DUI prevention. The easiest . approach is to criticise our laws'and leg- . i&atocs, and be reactive,, rather than proactive. Or, mandate harsher penal­ties and fill our correctional system beyond its capacity while increasing our need for more taxes.

•But sometimes, no matter how hard >' icoe tries;it ia.impoasible to understand tbe mqidiBot of why people do what they c'ta. .Dninkfl don't make thought-out decisions. They act ond react. Driving under the influence is no exception Many. ofuE are gudty of bad judgment. T h e  solution lies m curbing behavior with .quality treatment and. education,. or, ' as an alternative, preventing beh ivior like driving under the influ­ence from evep. happening.' HB 68 ehminateo the consequence of. a DUI, whfle at the same tima partner­ing the hospitality industry with the cab' industry with the insurance industry, in concert with law .enforcement at the rity and' state level. The innovators and sponsor of this bill should be commend­ed for a ijovel and positive approach to a growing problem that doesn't need to 
•wast,''HB 68 is right on target for a control­lable problem. And it wul save the state of Alaska real tax dnllara.Lot 2002 be the year of understand­ing, neighbor helping neighbor. Let this y<iar be one in which wo stop casting atones and instead, embrace using tho stones to build a bridge'of cooperation, HB 68 can he tbe first step.

Frank Dahl is president ot Hie Anchor­
age Cabaret, (krtet, Reatnurorrt and RetaH- en» Association (CHARR).

t»Qd
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A n c h o r a g e  C H A R R
OFF THE ROAD PROGRAM
Budget

C a t e g o r y J u l y A u g u s t • S e p t e m b e r O c t o b e r |N o v e m b e r D e c e m b e r T o t a l
O p e r a t i o n :
S a l a r i e s 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
P a y r o l l  t a x e s 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
A c c o u n t i n g 5 Q 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 50 0 3 0 0 0

T a x  r e t u r n  p r e p a r a t i o n 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
B a n k  c h a r g e s 1 0 0 10 0 1 00 1 0 0 10 0 100 6 0 0
A d v e r t i s i n g  ( e v e n t 9 ) 0 0 1 4 ,0 0 0 1 6 ,0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0
P r i n t i n g 0 0 8 ,0 0 0 0 2 ,0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
E n t e r t a i n m e n t 1 0 0 10 0 10 0 10 0 1 00 100 6 0 0
T e l e p h o n e 5 0 5 0 5 0 5 0 5 0 50 3 0 0
U t i l i t i e s 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
R e p a i r s  &  M a i n t . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O . H . 2 3 1 2 .5 2 3 1 2 .5 2 3 1 2 .5 2 3 1 2 .5 2 3 1 2 .5 2 3 1 2 .5 1 3 8 7 5
M e d i c a l  I n s u r a n c e 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
I n s u r a n c e  -  o t h e r 5 0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 3 0 0 0
L e g a l 4 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 8 0 0 0
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t 6 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 3 6 0 0 0
M i s c e l l a n e o u s 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Subtotal Operations 1 3 5 6 2 .5 9 5 6 2 .5 3 3 5 6 2 .5 2 5 5 6 2 .5 11562 .51 1 1 5 6 2 .5 1 0 5 3 7 5
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BUDGET
C o n t i n u a t i o n

C a t e g o r y J a n u a r y F e b r u a r y M a r c h |A p r i ! M a y ( J u n e T o t a l
O p e r a t i o n :
S a l a r i e s 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
P a y r o l l  t a x e s 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
A c c o u n t i n g 5 0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 3 0 0 0
T a x  r e t u r n  p r e p a r a t i o n 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
B a n k  c h a r g e s 1 0 0 1 00 1 00 100 100 1 0 0 6 0 0
A d v e r t i s i n g  ( e v e n t s ) 0 0 1 4 .0 0 0 1 6 ,0 0 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0
P r i n t i n g 0 0 8 ,0 0 0 0 2 ,0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0
E n t e r t a i n m e n t 1 0 0 10 0 100 100 100 1 0 0 6 0 0
T e l e p h o n e 5 0 5 0 5 0 5 0 50 5 0 3 0 0
U t i l i t i e s 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
R e p a i r s  &  M a i n t . 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
A d m i n i s t r a t i v e  O . H . 2 3 1 2 .5 2 3 1 2 .5 2 3 1 2 .5 2 3 1 2 .5 2 3 1 2 .5 2 3 1 2 .5 1 3 8 7 5
M e d i c a l  I n s u r a n c e 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
I n s u r a n c e  -  o t h e r 5 0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 5 0 0 3 0 0 0
L e g a l 4 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 0 0 8 0 0 0
T r a n s p o r t a t i o n  c o s t 6 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 6 0 0 0 3 0 0 0 0
M i s c e l l a n e o u s 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
S u b t o t a l  O p e r a t i o n s 1 3 5 6 2 .5 9 5 6 2 .5 3 3 5 6 2 .5 2 5 5 6 2 .5 1 1 5 6 2 .5 1 1 5 6 2 .5 1 0 5 3 7 5
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FISCAL NOTE
STA TE O F  A LA SK A
2002 L E G ISLA TIV E SESSIO N

Revision DateH 'im e (N ote if correction):___________________
Title "An Act relating lo acc id e n ts  involving th e

Fiscal N ote N um ber: 
Bill Version:
(H) Publish  Dale:

Dept. Affected :
'B R U

C SS SH B  68IJUD)
1/22/02

Law
Civil Division

vehicle of a  p e rso n  u n d e r th e  influence of a n  a lco h o lic ...*  
S p o n so r R ep resen tativ e  R okeberg
R eq u es te r H o u se  Jud ic iary  C om m ittee

C om ponen t S p ec ia l Litigation

C om ponen t No. 2213

E x p e n d i t u r e s / R e v e n u e s (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: A m ounts d o  not Include inflation u n le s s  o therw ise  no ted  below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2003 FY 2004 FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2 00 7 FY 2008
P e rso n a l S erv ices 
Travel 
C ontractual 
S upplies 
Equipm ent 
Land & S tructures 
G rants & Claims 
M iscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0 .0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES | I I I ; ' 1

CHANGE IN REVENUES ( ) j | | ) | [

FUND SOURCE (T h o u san d s of Dollars)
1002 Federal R eceip ts
1003 G F Match
1004 GF
1005 G F/Program  R eceip ls 
1037 GF/M ental Health
O ther (Specify Type-Oo not abbreviate)

TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0 .0 0 .0 0.0

E s tim a te  o f  a n y  c u r re n t  y e a r  (FY 2002) 
C h e ck  th is  b o x  (X) If fu n d in g  fo r  th is  b

POSITIONS

c o s t :  0 .0
rn o r’s  FY 2003 b u d g e t  pll Is In c lu d e d  In th e  G ove re p o s a l :  r

Full-time
Part-tim e
Tem porary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate papo ifnocossary)
C S S S  HB 68 (JUD) p rev en ts  a n y o n e  from bringing a  civil action fc r p e rso n al injury, d ea th , o r p roperty  d am ag e  
ag a in st the driver w hen  th a  driver h o lds a  taxicab  or lim ousine permit, o r Is th e  o w n er o r o lh e r em ployee  of a  taxicab 
or lim ousine com pany , a n d  k  Involved In a  m otor veh ic le  acc id en t while driving an  Intoxicated ow n er's  vehicle to the 
ow ner's re s id en ce  from a  licensed  p re m ise s  a t  the req u est o f  the  ow ner o r  a  law  en forcem ent officer. T he Immunity 
from civil liablity d o e s  not ex ten d  to c a s e s  of g ro ss neg ligence  o r  reck less  o r Intentional m isconduct.

P a s s a g e  o f this legislation will h av e  no fiscal im pact on th e  D epartm ent of Law.

P rep a red  by: 
Division

Approved by: 
A gency

Jo a n  M. K asson
A ttorney G enera l's  Office

Bob Moiners for Bruce M. Botelho. Attorney General
Department of Law___________________________

P h o n e  (907) 465-5370 
Date/Tim e 1/17/02 10:57 AM

D ate 1/17/2002
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