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STATE OF ALASKA 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  J i m  H o l m

119N. Cushman 
Fairbanks, AK 99701 

TEL 456-7423, FAX 451-9293

Slate Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801 

TEL 465-3466, FAX 465-2937

S p o n s o r  S t a t e m e n t  

H B  3 9 4

Extending the Alaska Commission on Aging

HB 394 extends the sunset date for the Alaska Commission on 
Aging until June 30, 2008. An audit dated October 1, 2003, 
recommends this extension.

The mission of the Alaska Commission on Aging (ACOA) is to 
ensure dignity and independence for Alaska's seniors and to 
assist them, through programs and services funded by the 
Commission, to lead useful and meaningful lives.

The Commission is charged with planning, advocacy, and 
interagency coordination on senior citizen issues.

Extending the Commission's sunset will allow Alaska's Senior 
Citizens to continue benefiting from these valuable services.
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State of Alaska

Office of B o a r d s  a n d  C o m m i s s i o n s

A G I N G  C O M M I S S I O N

BOARD: Alaska Commission on Aging

BOARD IDENTIFICATIO N NUMBER: 071

DEPARTMENT: Department o f Health and Social Services

AUTHORITY: AS 44.21.200

STATUS: Active

SUNSET DATE: 6/30/2004

REQUIREMENTS: No Legislative Confirmation or Financial Disclosure required

PROHIBITIONS: Cannot serve more than two consecutive terms or 8 consecutive years, whichever is 
longer.

TERM: 4 years

DESCRIPTION: 11 Members - Seven persons appointed by the Governor based on their knowledge and 
demonstrated interest in the concerns o f older Alaskans; plus the chair o f the Pioneers Homes Advisory 
Board; the commissioner o f the Dept, o f Administration or designee; the commissioner o f the Dept, o f 
Community and Economic Development or designee; and the commissioner o f the Dept, o f Health and 
Social Services or designee. Names of persons qualified for and interested in serving w ill be requested 
from senior citizens' organizations. Appointments shall be made to assure representation o f low-income 
and minorities and rural/urban areas and statewide geographical representation. A t least 6 persons 
appointed by the Governor shall be 60 years o f age or older, 2 o f whom shall be 65 years o f age or older. 
Each must be a resident o f the State o f Alaska. Non-voting members include the Commissioners or their 
designees o f the Dept, o f Community and Ecomonic Development, and the Dept, o f Health and Social 
Services. Commission elects chair.

FUNCTION: Formulates a comprehensive statewide plan that identifies the concerns and needs of older 
Alaskans and prepares and submits to the Governor and Legislature an annual analysis and evaluation of 
the services that are provided to older Alaskans. Makes recommendations to the Governor and 
Legislature regarding legislation, regulations, and appropriations for programs or services that benefit 
older Alaskans. Encourages the development o f programs and services which benefit older Alaskans, 
helping them to lead dignified, independent, and useful lives. Evaluates grant applications and makes 
grant awards under federal and state programs. Provides to the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority 
recommendations concerning the integrated comprehensive mental health program for older Alaskans 
who suffer major mental illness as a result o f senility (AS 47.30.056(b)(4)).

CHAIR: Commission selects.

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/boards/factsheet/fact071 .html 1/21/2004

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/boards/factsheet/fact071


SPECIAL FACTS: Serve at the pleasure of the Governor. Quorum - majority of voting members. 
Meetings: four quarterly meetings per year

COMPENSATION: Standard Travel and Per Diem.

MEETINGS: At call of chair or majority of members; at least 4 times each year.

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION CONTACT:
Mr. Steve Ashman 

Director 
Alaska Commission on Aging 

DHSS, P.O .Box 110680 
Juneau, AK 99811-0680 

Phone: (907) 465-3372, FAX: (907) 465-1170

Aging Commission Roster

Go to the Aging Commission Home page

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/boards/factsheet/fact071.html 1/21/2004

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/boards/factsheet/fact071.html
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State of Alaska

Office of Boards and Commissions Roster
AGING COMMISSION (071)

Member Date Appointed Reappointed

Frank B. Appel 
Public/Restricted 
6424 Hampton Drive 
Anchorage, AK 99504 
Steven P. Ashman
Commissioner/Health and Social Services/or
Division of Senior & Disability Services
Alaska Department of Administration
3601 C Street, Suite 310
Anchorage, AK 99503-5984
Doris E. Bacus
Public/Restricted
716 Mission Road
Kodiak, AK 99615
Ella H. Craig
Pioneers' Homes Advisory Board Member
1416 Birchwood Street
Anchorage, AK 99508
Jesse L. Gardner
Public/Restricted
371 Ocean View Drive
Anchorage, AK 99515
Gene Kane
Commissioner/DCED/or designee 
Division of Community Advocacy 
550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1770 
Anchorage, AK 99501-3510 
Daniel K. Karmun, Sr.
Public/Restricted 
P.O. Box 819 
Nome, AK 99762 
Betty (Elizabeth) Keegan 
Public/Restricted 
P.O. Box 1692 
Wrangell, AK 99929 
Banarsi Lai 
Public/Restricted 
4532 Dartmouth Drive 
Fairbanks, AK 99709 
Ray Matiashowski
Commissioner/Administration/or designee 
Department of Administration

11/24/2003

7/29/2003
designee

9/20/1995

10/30/1998

9/20/1995

3/6/2003

11/21/2000

10/10/2001

9/20/1995

11/24/2003

6/5/2000

3/5/2003

8/22/2001

11/24/2003

Term Expires 

9/1/2007

9/1/2004

8/31/2004

8/31/2005

9/1/2004

9/1/2007

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/boards/rosters/board071 .html 1/21/2004

http://www.gov.state.ak.us/boards/rosters/board071


A G I N G  C O M M I S S I O N  (071)
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PO Box 110200
Juneau, AK 99811-2000 1/24/2003 9/1/2007
Priscilla J. Thorsness 1l/44/2UU;5
Public
2017 Crataegus Avenue 
Anchorage, AK 99508 Return to the fact sheet
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FISCAL NOTE

Revision Dale/Time (Nole if correction): 2/10/2004
Title EXTEND COMMISSION ON AGING

S T A T E  O F  A L A S K A
2004 L E G I S L A T I V E  SESSION

Fiscal Note Number 
Bill Version:
( ) Publish Date:

Dept. Affected:

_RDU Boards and Commissions 

Component Commission on Aging

f HB394-DHSS-DAS-02-12-04:

Health & Social Services

HOLMSponsor 

Requester

E x p e n d i t u re s /R e v e n u es
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.

HOUSE (STA) Component No. 

(Thousands of Dollars)

2674

OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009 FY 2010
Personal Services 216.4 216.4 216.4 216.4 216.4 216.4

Travel 48.7 48.7 48.7 48.7 48.7 48.7

Contractual 80.3 80.3 80.3 80.3 80.3 80.3
Supplies 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3 6.3

Equipment
Land & Structures

Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 351.7 351.7 351.7 351.7 351.7 351.7

CAPITAL EXPENDITURES

CHANGE IN REVENUES (0)

FUND SOURCE (Thousands of Dollars)
1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF 48.8 48.8 48.8 48.8 48.8 48.8

1037 GF/Mental Health 7.6 7.6 7.6 7.6 7.6 7.6
Other(1007 Interagency Receipts) 202.4 202.4 202.4 202.4 202.4 202.4
Other(1092 MHTAAR) 92.9 92.9 92.9 92.9 92.9 92.9

TOTAL 351.7 351.7 351.7 351.7 351.7 351.7

407.7Estimate of any current year (FY2004) cost:
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2004 budget proposal:

POSITIONS
Full-time 2 2 2 2 2 2

Part-time 2 2 2 2 2 2
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate pa n e  if n ecessary)

The Alaska Commission on Aging (ACOA) is due to sunset on June 30, 2004. The ACOA is tasked with helping 
older Alaskans lead dignified, independent, and useful lives. ACOA is authorized to administer and coordinate state 
programs for older Alaskans and to administer federal programs funded under provisions of the Older Americans Act 
(OAA). The ACOA is required by federal regulations. Section 305 of the Older Americans Act requires each state 10 
designate an agency as the sole state agency to 1) develop and administer a state plan and 2) coordinate all state 
activities related to the Older Americans Act and 3) serve as an effective and visible (continued on page 2)

Prepared by: 
Division 

Approved by: 
Agency

Sherry Hill. Special Assistant Phone 465-1618
Office of the Commissioner Date/Time 02/03/2004

Joel S. Gilbertson. Commissioner Date 02/12/2004
Department of Health and Social Services

(Revised 0/2002 OMB) Page 1 of 2



F I SCAL N O T E

F N #
STATE OF A LA S K A
2004 L E G IS L A T IV E  SESSION

BILL NO. HB394-DHSS-DAS-02-12-04

ANALY.S1S.CQNTINUATIQN
advocate for the elderly, and 4) distribute funds to individuals with the greatest economic or social need. 
The Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS) is designated as the sole state agency. The 
Division of Senior and Disabilities Services (DSDS) is responsible for coordinating all state activities 
and granting funds for older Alaskans. The ACOA has been charged with the responsibility of 
developing a state plan and working with the DSDS to implement the plan, and to serve as an effective 
advocate for the elderly. If the ACOA expires, the Department of Health and Social Services (DHSS) 
stands to lose S13 million in federal dollars for senior services.

Page 2 of 2
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FEB-16-2004 HON 04:07 PM
T J I l / o l / '

G i? i I rS>  C x>  * w k > '
O l 1 Th e  A l a s k a  S t a t e  C o m m i s s i o n  On A g i n g

Comment s

I  w o u ld  l i k e  t o  i m p r e s s  u p o n  y o u  how i m p o r t a n t  t h e  f o o d  s e r v i c e  i s  t o  o u r  
s e n i o r s .

Many o f  o u r  p a r t i c i p a n t s  a r e  l i v i n g  on m in im um  S o c i a l  S e c u r i t y  I n c o m e s ,  and 
s i n c e  th e  S t a t e  h a s  t a k e n  a w a y  t h e i r  $ 250 p e r  m o n th  L o n g c v i c y  B o n u s  p a y m e n t s ,  
t h e  S t a t e  S u b s i d y  t h a t  i s  p a i d  f o r  t h e  t h r e e  m e a l s  p e r  w e ek t h a t  t h e  Foo d  
S e r v i c e  p r o v i d e s  i s  a l l  t h e  m o re  i m p o r t a n t  t o  t h e i r  s s u r v i v a l  a n d  h e a l t h  
m a i n t e n a n c e .

I f  t h e  S t a t e  c a n  a f f o r d  t o  b u i l d  new r o a d s  a n d  b r i d g e s  t o  no w h e r e  a n d  new 
F e r r y  S y s t e m s  t h a t  no one w a n t s  o r  n e e d s ,  t h e n  s u r e l y  t h e  p i t i f u l  am ount t h a t  
i s  p r o v i d e d  f o r  t h e  F o o d  S e r v i c e  c a n n o t  be a f i n a n c i a l  b u r d e n ,  a n d  s h o u l d  n o t  
be e l i m i n a t e d .

A r l e n e  O t n e s s ,
MT. V ie w  Foo d  S e r v i c e  
B o a r d  M em ber.
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WRITTEN TESTIMONY TRANSMITTAL SHEET

roi 1IROM.
R epresentative Bruco Wc7 hm uch Fjan/i’bx LIO

committum l>ATI j
Hoiifiu Stare Affairs, Chair 2/17/2004

I'AX NUMIW'.lt!
4(55-2273

imioni; numhmh' I-'AXKI) ON.
465-2820 2/17/2004

Klu TI'.t.KCONM'.RI'Nf.ltOOtOi
Written Testimony: 1 IB 394 2/17/2004

□  UUUKNT □  I'OR RHVIHW □  rj.HASH COMMUNT □  PI.KASli Ulit'J.Y □  IM.KASli ItKL'YOI.K

NO riiS/Gt IMMI'.NTS:
Written testimony for HB 39-1 heard before tlie HSTA committee, teleconference on 02/17/04. The
original will I)C pouched to the committee chair.
Itam/Pbx LIO

PIIONIt:
J 'AX: 456-3311%
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Alaska Commission on Aging Testimony 
HB 394

G o o d  M o r n i n g .
M y  n a m e  I s  D e n i s e  D a n i e l l o  a n d  I  r e s i d e  a t  3 8 4 4  U l l r b a h n  R o a d ,  F a i r b a n k s ,  
A l a s k a .  I  s e r v e  a s  t h e  e x e c u t i v e  d i r e c t o r  o f  t h e  N o r t h  S t a r  C o u n c i l  o n  A g i n g ,  
S e n i o r  C e n t e r  i n  F a i r b a n k s  a n d  w a n t  t o  s p e a k  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  H o u s e  B i l l  3 9 4 ,  t o  
c o n t i n u e  t h e  A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A g i n g .

A C o A  h a s  b e e n  a n d  c o n t i n u e s  t o  b e  a  s t r o n g  a d v o c a t e  f o r  i s s u e s  c o n c e r n i n g  
A l a s k a  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s .  I t  i s  t h e  d e s i g n a t e d  S t a t e  a g e n c y  t h a t  d e v e l o p s  a n d  
a d m i n i s t e r s  t h e  S t a t e  P l a n  o n  A g i n g ,  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  
O l d e r  A m e r i c a n s  A c t .  T h i s  c o m m i s s i o n  a l s o  h a s  t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  p l a n n i n g  
a n d  d e v e l o p i n g  a  c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n d  c o o r d i n a t e d  s y s t e m  f o r  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  
s u p p o r t i v e  s e r v i c e s  I n c l u d i n g  m u l t i - p u r p o s e  s e n i o r  c e n t e r s ,  n u t r i t i o n  
t r a n s p o r t a t i o n ,  i n f o r m a t i o n / o u t r e a c h ,  a l z h e l m e r ' s  h e a l t h  c a r e  a n d  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  
f o r  o l d e r  a d u l t s ,  T h e  C o m m i s s i o n  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  a  v i s i b l e  a d v o c a t e  f o r  o l d e r  
i n d i v i d u a l s  I n  A l a s k a .

W e  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  v a l u a b l e  w o r k  t h e  A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A g i n g  h a s  
a c c o m p l i s h e d  f o r  A l a s k a  s e n i o r  c i t i z e n s  a n d  s u p p o r t  i t s  c o n t i n u a t i o n  a s  a n  I n t a c t  
e n t i t y .

Thank you.
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Alaska State Legislature

PJcaso enter into ihe record my testimony 10 the 5 C.CXAA T T ^ ^ -
CoironHteenume
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i
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02/09/2004 17:37 FAX 9073412270 AARP ALASKA STATE OFFICE @002/003AARP Alaska

F e b r u a r y  9 , 2 0 0 4

T h e  H o n o r a b l e  B r u c e  W e y h r a u c h ,  C h a i r  

H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  

A l a s k a  S t a t e  C a p i t o l ,  R o o m  1 0 2  

J u n e a u ,  A l a s k a  9 9 8 0 1 - 1 1 8 2

D c  -  C h a i r  W e y h r a u c h :  H B  3 9 4  ( H o l m ) — S u p p o r t

O n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  A A R P  m e m b e r s  i n  A l a s k a ,  w e  e n c o u r a g e  y o u  a n d  y o u r  c o l l e a g u e s  o n  

t h e  H o u s e  S t a t e  A f f a i r s  C o m m i t t e e  t o  s u p p o r t  H B  3 9 4 ,  s p o n s o r e d  b y  y o u r  C o m m i t t e e  

V i c e - C h a i r ,  J i m  H o l m .  H B  3 9 4  w o u l d  e x t e n d  t h e  A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A g i n g  u n t i l  

J u n e  3 0 , 2 0 0 8 .

E v c r j f s t a t e  h a s  a  c i t i z e n  a d v i s o r y  g r o u p  t h a t  h e l p s  s t a t e  g o v e r n m e n t  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  

c h a n g i n g  d e m o g r a p h i c s  o f  o u r  a g i n g  s o c i e t y .  S i n c e  1 9 9 0 ,  A l a s k a  h a s  r e v e r s e d  t h e  t r e n d  

o f  r e t i r e e s  m i g r a t i n g  “ O u t s i d e ”  a n d ,  e x c e p t  f o r  N e v a d a ,  A l a s k a  n o w  h a s  t h e  h i g h e s t  

p e r c e n t a g e  o f  r e t i r e e s  w h o  r e m a i n  i n  t h e i r  h o m e  s t a t e  a n d  d o  n o t  r e l o c a t e .  A l t h o u g h  o u r  

p e r c e n t a g e s  a r e  y e t  s m a l l ,  t h e y  r e f l e c t  a n  " a g i n g  o f  A l a s k a ”  t h a t  w i l l  b e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  

o t h e r  s t a t e s  o f  t h e  U n i o n .

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  p u b l i c  p o l i c y  i s s u e s ,  b o t h  o p p o r t u n i t i e s  a n d  c h a l l e n g e s ,  t h a t  c o m e  w i t h  

t h i s  d e m o g r a p h i c  t r e n d .  T h e  A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A g i n g  h a s  f o r  s e v e r a l  y e a r s  b r o u g h t  

t o g e t h e r  s o m e  o f  o u r  “ b e s t  a n d  b r i g h t e s t ”  m i n d s  t o  h e l p  o u r  s t a t e  d e a l  w i t h  i s s u e s  v a r y i n g  

f r o m  h o u s i n g  t o  c a r e g i v i n g ,  f r o m  n u t r i t i o n  t o  l o n g  t e r m  c a r e .

W e  n e e d  t h e  A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A g i n g  t o  c o n t i n u e  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n t  r o l e  i n  o u r  S t a t e  

a n d  f o r  i t s  c i t i z e n s .

A A R P  r e c o m m e n d s  a n  “ A Y E ”  v o t e  o n  H B  3 9 4 .

I f  y o u  h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s  a b o u t  o u r  p o s i t i o n ,  p l e a s e  f e e l  f r e e  t o  c o n t a c t  M a r i e  D a r l i n ,  

C o o r d i n a t o r  o f  t h e  A A R P  C a p i t a l  C i t y  T a s k  F o r c e  ( 9 0 7 -  5 8 6 - 3 6 3 7 ) ;  P a t r i c k  L u b y ,  A A R P  

L e g i s l a t i v e  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  ( 9 0 7 - 7 6 2 - 3 3 1 4 ) ;  o r  m e  ( 9 0 7 - 2 4 5 - 5 2 5 9 ) .

3601 C street Suit* 1420 I Anchorage, AK 99503 1907-341-2277 1907-341-2270 fax 11-677-434-7598 TTY
Jomei G. Parkel, Pruldent | William D. Novelli, Executive Director and CEO | www.aarp.org

http://www.aarp.org
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T h a n k  y o u  f o r  y o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  

S i n c e r e l y ,

M a r g u e r i t e  S t e t s o n

A A R P  S t a t e  C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  A d v o c a c y  

3 0 0 9  N o r t h w o o d  S t r e e t  

A n c h o r a g e ,  A l a s k a  9 9 5 1 7 - 1 8 7 1  

9 0 7 - 2 4 5 - 5 2 5 9  ( v o i c e )

9 0 7 - 2 4 5 - 5 2 7 9  ( f a x )  

f f i n a s @ a u r o r a . u a f . e d u

C C :  V i c e - C h a i r  H o l m

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  C o g h i l i  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  L y n n  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  S e a t o n  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  B e r k o w i t z  

R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  G n e n b e r g  

M a r i e  D a r l i n  

,  P a t r i c k  L u b y

mailto:ffinas@aurora.uaf.edu
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February 13,2004

Mr. James Holm 
Fax: 465-2937

RE: Alaska Commission On Aging

Dear Mr. Holm:

I am writing to thank you for supporting HB 394, the continuance of ACoA until 
June, 2008.

As you are no doubt aware, ACoA advocates for seniors all over the State and has 
staunchly supported the provision of Home and Community based services for 
this silent minority. The Commission keeps abreast of program changes in the 
State and works closely with the Legislature vis a vis senior issues.

With the recent cuts of services tq seniors, I believe it is critical that ACoA be 
allowed to continue as advocates for our senior citizens.

Kathleen Evans, B.S.W. 
Care Coordinator

1>
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February 13,2004 

Dear Representative Holm:
Thank you for your support of the Alaska Commission on Aging, please continue 
this by advocating that RB394 be approved*
The Alaska Commission on Aging assists seniors through state funded services to 
continue to live meaningful lives. The Commission provides support and services 
that enable seniors to remain in their homes and in their communities. These 
services promote health and well-being in our senior population
By supporting community-based services such as care coordination, respiio and 
Adult Day Centers we are demonstrating that we value our seniors and their place 
in our communities.
Please continue your support for the Alaska Commission on Aging.
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| D e a r  R e p r e s e n t a t i v e  H o l m :

: T h a n k  y o u  f o r  s p o n s o r i n g  H B 3 9 4 .  Y o u r  l e a d  s u p p o r t i n g  t h e  A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n
o n  A g i n g  i s  a  t r u e  s i g n  o f  y o u r  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  y o u r  c o m m u n i t y .  T h i s  e n t i t y  i s  v e r y  

! i m p o r t a n t  a n d  p e r t i n e n t  t o  a l l  c o m m u n i t i e s  in  A l a s k a .  T h e  s i g n s  o f  t h e  t i m e s  a r e
]  n o t  e n c o u r a g i n g  f o r  s e r v i c e s  t h a t  a r e  c r i t i c a l  f o r  i m p r o v i n g  t h e  l i v e s  o f  o u r  s e n i o r s .
I W i t h  t h i s  c o m m i s s i o n  w e  c a n  a s s u r e  o u r  s e n i o r s  w i l l  b e  c a r e d  f o r  w i t h  d i g n i t y ,
t W e  m u s t  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  t h a t  a r e  i n  p l a c e .

; Y o u r  e f f o r t s  a r e  t r u l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .

S i n c e r e l y ,

j A r l e e n  V o o r h e e s
; 4 0 0  S p r u c e  S t
] F a i r b a n k s ,  A K  9 9 7 0 9
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February 13,2004

Dear Representative Holm:

Congratulations and tiiank you for taking the lead in supporting the Alaska Commission on Aging. 
It Is Imperative that HB394 be approved. This commission is an extremely important entity, 
especially in these times of major change. The commission was established to ensure the dignity 
and independence of this state’s seniors and to assist them, through state funded services, to lead 
useful and meaningful lives. Some of the goals include:
1] providing support and services to enable them to remain in their own homes and communities;
2] promoting health and well-being;
3] ensuring adequate training and professional development of service providers resulting in 

competent delivery of services to seniors; and
4] providing opportunities to facilitate maximum mutual benefit and harmony between generations.

Home and community-based services such as care coordination, In-home respite and Adult Day 
Cemers are absolutely critical to helping seniors, The continued provision of these services are 
being threatened. Reduction of these services will be devastating to our elderly and ultimately 
more costly to the state of Alaska as placement in assisted living homes and nursing homes wili 
become necessary for many.

Again, my thanks, Jim, for your support of the continuance of this commission.

Brenda VonBrach 
P.O. Box 60749 
Fairbanks, Alaska 99706
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A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A g i n g  S t a t e  P l a n  t o r  S e r v i c e s

2004 - 2006

T h e  A l a s k a  C o m m i s s i o n  o n  A g i n g  ( A C o A )

“  .  .  to  e n su re  d ign ity  a n d  in d ep e n d e n c e  f o r  A la s k a ’s  sen io rs  a n d  to  a ss is t th e m , th ro u g h  
p r o g ra m s  a n d  services fu n d e d  b y  th e  C o m m issio n , to lead  u se fu l a n d  m e a n in g fu l  l iv e s .”

The Alaska Commission on Aging, located in the Department o f Health and Social Services, 
consists o f  eleven members, nine o f  whom are voting members (AS 44.21.200, as amended by 
Executive Order 108):
• Seven voting public members appointed by the Governor who serve four-year terms;
•• Chairman o f the Pioneers’ Homes Advisory Board, a voting member;
• Commissioner o f the Department o f  Health and Social Services, or designee, a voting 

member;
• Commissioners o f the Departments o f  Administration and Community and Economic 

Development or designee, non-voting members.

D irector. Division of Senior and Disabilities Services: Steve Ashman
Address:Division o f Senior and Disabilities Services, P.O. Box 110680, Juneau, AK 99811-0680
Phone: (907)465-3165
Fax: (907) 465-4716

Executive D irector. A laska Commission on Aging: Vacant
Address: Alaska Commission on Aging, P.O. Box 110693, Juneau, Alaska 99811-0693 
Phone: (907) 465-3250
Fax: ‘ (907)465-1398

P u r p o s e  o f  t h e  S t a t e  P l a n  
States receiving federal Older Americans Act funds are required to develop and publish a State 
Plan for Services. As required by law, the plan describes how states propose to use federal Older 
Americans Act funds to provide senior services. The Administration on Aging, within the federal 
Department o f Health and Human Services, approves the plans. In addition to describing its use 
o f  federal funds, the Alaska Commission on Aging plan describes how state funds for senior 
services will be used and outlines a direction and goals for the future. This plan will serve for the 
period from June 14,2004 to June 13, 2006.

P u b l i c  C o m m e n t
The Alaska Commission on Aging made a concerted effort to solicit and incorporate public input 
in the development o f this plan. The Commission routinely invites public comment at its 
meetings and reaches out to local government senior advisory boards and commissions for 
consultation. Commission staff regularly engages with grantee agencies regarding emerging 
issues and dynamics affecting older Alaskans. The information and perspective drawn from these
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discussions has been valuable in the development o f this plan. To ensure that the development of 
the State Plan for Services received visibility and focused public input, the Alaska Commission 
on Aging and staff held public hearings in January in Juneau, Anchorage, Fairbanks and during 
its February 2003 Commission meeting in Juneau. In addition, public comments were accepted 
via teleconference at each o f the public hearings. Selected sections o f  the draft state plan were 
published in the December 2002 issue o f Senior Voice newspaper and multiple public notices 
were issued in the Juneau, Anchorage, and Fairbanks newspapers as well as on the State o f 
Alaska Online Public Notice system. Title VI grantees (see Appendix A) were notified and 
invited to participate in the public hearings. Overall, comments were accepted from November 1, 
2002 to February 20, 2003 by e-mail, fax, phone, and in person. Collectively participants from 
many Alaskan communities were involved in the review and comment regarding this plan (see 
Appendix E).

Wr it in g the Plan

The Plan was produced by the work o f  ACoA staff. Contributors include Ingrid Zaruba,
Research Analyst with the Alaska Department o f  Labor and Workforce Development; Jim B, 
McCall, Housing Relations Manager/Mortgage Operations with the Alaska Housing Finance 
Corporation; Division o f Health and Social Services staff; and Division o f Senior Services staff. 
Special thanks to Rebecca E. Braun, Editor and Mary Ann Gosling, project lead.
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Alaska State Plan on Aging

O v e r v i e w

According to recent Census data, there are approximately 53,000 seniors aged 60 and older in the 
State o f Alaska. Seniors make up about 8% o f the total state’s population. The senior population 
is estimated to double by 2010 and triple by 2025. A majority o f  the seniors from the Baby 
Boomer generation will begin leaving the workforce and retiring beginning in 2006. Each o f us 
confronts the question: how do we fully realize our potential and sustain our independence in the 
later years o f  our lives? The Alaska Commission on Aging engages Alaskans from across the 
state to ask these questions and work together to answer them. In turn the Commission advocates 
for state policy, public and private partnerships, state/federal projects and citizen involvement 
that assists each of us to age successfully in our home community, or as close to home as 
feasible. Our work involves planning, advocacy, and interagency collaboration on issues 
affecting older Alaskans. The Commission was established under AS 44.21.200 in 1982. It is 
housed in the Alaska Department o f  Health and Social Services, Boards and Commissions. 
Increasingly, the Commission is called upon to advise the Division o f Senior and Disabilities 
Services in its work, and to provide representatives to project workgroups convened by the 
Division.

The Commission has broad responsibilities. The Commission reaches out to inform Alaskans of 
the dramatic growth in the older Alaskan community. The Commission continues to expand this 
outreach and education with advocacy and service organizations statewide. The Commission 
also advises the Department in its direct grant work with local grantee agencies. These 
organizations generate additional monies to fully fund the cost o f  these vital services. 
Department grants are funded with a mix o f monies from the Older Americans Act, the State o f 
Alaska, and the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority (AMHTA). Grant programs include 
Nutrition, Transportation and Support Services (hot meals, essential transportation and selective 
support services) and the Senior Community Service Employment program, funded through the 
federal Older Americans Act (OAA) and state monies. Home and Community-Based Services 
grants (care coordination, adult day services, in-home respite care, and related caregiver services) 
are funded by AMHTA, the Older Americans Act, and state funds. Senior Residential Services 
grants are supported solely by state monies. The Commission has a cooperative agreement with 
the Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority under which the Trust provides oversight and 
administrative support for Alaska’s office o f the Long-Term Care Ombudsman (LTCO). The 
Commission continues its working relationship with the LTCO office, and will annually transfer 
Older Americans Act funding for operation o f  the LTCO to the Trust, as well as any OAA 
increases earmarked for LTCO programs. The Commission will continue to receive regular 
LTCO reports regarding the work o f the office, trends and emerging issues, and to get their input 
regarding legislation affecting the safety and well-being o f Alaskans age 60+ receiving long-term 
care.

Eleven Alaskans sit on the Commission: se/en  are gubernatorial appointees who serve four-year 
terms. The additional four members are the commissioners o f the Departments o f 
Administration, Health and Social Services, and Community and Economic Development, or
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their designees, and the Chair of the Pioneers’ H o m e s  Advisory Board. Current commissioners

are:

B a n a r s i  L a i ,  ( C h a i r )  F a i r b a n k s  

D a n  K a r m u n ,  N o m e  

J e s s e  G a r d n e r ,  A n c h o r a g e  

D o r i s  B a c u s ,  K o d i a k  

F r a n k  B .  A p p e l ,  A n c h o r a g e  

E l i z a b e t h  K e e g a n ,  W r a n g e l l  

P r i s c i l l a  J .  T h o r s n e s s ,  A n c h o r a g e

R a y  M a t i a s h o w s k i ,  D e p u t y  C o m m i s s i o n e r ,

D e p a r t m e n t  o f  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n ,  J u n e a u

S t e v e  A s h m a n ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  H e a l t h  a n d  S o c i a l

S e r v i c e s ,  D e s i g n e e ,  J u n e a u

G e n e  K a n e ,  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o m m u n i t y  a n d

E c o n o m i c  D e v e l o p m e n t ,  D e s i g n e e

E l l a  C r a i g ,  C h a i r ,  P i o n e e r s ’ H o m e s  A d v i s o r y

B o a r d ,  A n c h o r a g e

(
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