


HOUSE COMMITTEE REPORT

B;te Referred to Committee: January 12,2004 FURTHER REFERRALS: Finance

Date of Committee Action: A /Z/0j-

The STATE AFFAIRS Committee considered: HB 366
HOUSE BILL NO. 366 RAT RACING CHARITABLE GAMING
"An Act relating to rat racing charitable gaming; and providing for an effective date.”

Recommends it be replaced with[ ]HCS or [ ]CSfor ( )
For Senate Fills with new title: [ J Technical Title [ JNew Title: HCR [ ]Same Title [ ] New Title

[ ] attach amendments
[ ] add new referral to Committee
[ ] Letter of Intent Committee

Listof NEw FISCAL NOTES PREVIOUS FISCAL NOTES

Abbrev
for *Assigned by Chief Clerk’s Office List by Dept(s): FN# | Fiscal | Indet. | Zero

Depts.: List by Dept(s): *FEN# | Fiscal | Indet. Zero
ADM

CED

COR

CRT

EED

DEC

DFG

Gov

11SS

LEG

LAW

LWF

MVA

DNR

DPS

REV

DOT ;
UA . - _ I ”

Signing with recommendations

Chair: \Y



ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE

Session:

Departrvert of RLbic ety e E%;g gy
Deoartrent of Law

MembeFri:er . Interim:
Legdative Gural Chugik AKSEG7

REPRESENTATIVE BILL STOLTZE

Representative_Bill_Stolttc@legis.state.ak.us

HOUSE BILL 366
"An Act relating to rat racing charitable gaming"

SPONSOR STATEMENT

Two years ago, Alaska's Attorney General issued a legal opinion statinq_certain traditional “games of
chance” were illegal under current statute. This ruling included games like the Alaska State Fair Elks
Rat Races. Folks gather around a wheel of colors, place their quarter bets, a gerbil is placed in the
middle and whichever colored hole he disappears in to is declared the winner.” This ?ame of chance
has been apart of the state fair for over five decades and its revenues go to support focal charities.

House Bill 366, an act relating to rat racing charitable gaming, was introduced to allow these games
and L)ermn them to continue. It is a very narrow subject and does expand charitable gaming in
Alaska as a whole, as that is not my intent with this Ie%|slat|on. HB 366 is only to protect a
traditional game of chance which is strongly supported by many Alaskans and charities and would

be sorely missed at this year's fair.

The Elks Club Rat Races are an integral part of the Alaska State Fair and its history. | greatly
appreciate the committee’s consideration and hopefully your support to “let the rats run!”
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26 January 2004

Rep, Bill Stoltz -

Alaska State Legislature
State Capitol (MS 3100)
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Stoltz;

This letter is in support ofxour efforts to retain the ability of local charitable
organizations to continue their efforts at our annual State Fair.

Our local Elks (B.P.0.E.) Club has run a “Rat Race” on our grounds at least fifty years by
my mcmmhl, and perhaps considerably longer. 1t is one of several Games of Chance at
our event that allows organizations to raise money for worthy causes. The operators of
these attractions invariably donate their time to help their organization maximize the use

of their gift.

The Rat Race is an innocuous attraction at the Fair. Several years ago, to better “theme”
our layout, we relocated it closer to the bulk of the Fair's Games, and away from its
isolated position on a main walkway. However, incidents and complaints about the
Game arc and always have been virtually absent. Itis difficult to imagine any reason
why it should not continue to be a part of the flavor of our Fair,

| applaud you efforts to guarantee the ability of the Elks Club to raise this money for
charity, and may be called upon for additional information.

Sincerely yours,

"\
11

\'; Jog Uwton
— Gvmzi Manager

. . 2075 Glepn High
Mile 40 Glenn Highway Palmer Aﬁa?( i 5{)'%4%’?99 (9071 745*4827
800-850-3247 VWA alaSkastatcrair.org FAX 7462699


http://www.alaskastatcfair.org

01/28/2004 13:48 9077450591 GREAT NORTHERN ENG PAGE 02

< ARAEHRNAL GRGANZATION

S'afmvc£adge Va. .« .«

BENEVO LENT AND PROTECTIVE ORDER OF ELKS

January 28j 2004

Alaska State Legislature
Alaska State Capitol
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Attention:  Representative Bill Utoltze, Alaska State Legislature

Reference:  Palmer Elks Lodge Itat Race and House Bill 366

Dear Representative Stoltze:

This letter is written to provide the legislature with information and strong support from
the Palmer Elks Lodge for House Bill 366. We received your letter dated January 13,2004,
regarding the introduction of HB 3(6 and your efforts to document the long historical precedence
of the Elks Rat Race at the Alaska fiCate Fair. Thank you very much for your efforts and your
support of this very important Elks1fund raising activity.

The Pp’mer Elks Lodge has over 760 members. In aballot of the membersliip there is
unanimous support for the Rat Race, and its annual continuance at the Alaska State Fair. The
lodge officers both past and presenl support the Rat Race unanimously. As you know all of the
monies that are raised by the Rat Race are funneled into the Elks Scholarship Fund. The
scholarships are awarded annually to worthy students pursuing further education. The high
schools help us select worthy candidates. The Palmer Elks Lodge annually awards about
$20,000 in scholarships.

Please use this letter to com cy to the legislature, the strong support and adamant need the
Palmer Elks Lodge has for the passage of House Bill 366. We plan to have as many people
available as time allows to provide testimony via the telephone conference hearing planned for
Thursday, January 29,2004.

2600 N. Barry’s Resort Drive Wasilla, Alaska 99654
Phone: 745-3950 Fax: 745-3960
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Subject: Palmer Elks Lodge Rat Race and House Bill 366

Ifthere is anything else tha.the Lodge can do to support your efforts, please advise us at
your earliest convenience. Once a;»ain, on behalf of the lodge members and our scholarship
recipients we sincerely thank you i‘or your efforts to save the Rat Race.

Sincerely, Sincerely,

Scott Pillars, Exalted Ruler
Palmer Elks Lodge No. 1842 Board of Trustees

2600 N. Barry’s Resort Drive Wasilla, Alaska 99654
Phone: 745-3950 Fax: 745-3960



FISCAL NOTE

STATE OF ALASKA Fiscal Note Number: 1
2004 LEGISLATIVE SESSION Bill Version: HB 366

() Publish Date:

Revision Date/Time (Note ifcorrection).__ Dept. Affected: Revenue

Title Rat Racing Charitable Gaming |[RDU Revenue Programs & Services

Component Tax Division

Sponsor Representative Stoltze
Requester House State Affairs Component No. 2476

Expenditures/Revenues (Thousands of Dollars)
Note: Amounts do not include inflation unless otherwise noted below.
OPERATING EXPENDITURES FY 2005 FY 2006 FY 2007 FY 2008 FY 2009
Personal Services 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Travel 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Contractual 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Supplies 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Equipment 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0
Land & Structures
Grants & Claims
Miscellaneous

TOTAL OPERATING 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

ICAPITAL EXPENDITURES'
CHANGE INREVENUES () j

1002 Federal Receipts
1003 GF Match
1004 GF
1005 GF/Program Receipts
1037 GF/Mental Health
Other (Specify Type-Do not abbreviate)
TOTAL 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0 0.0

Estimate of any currentyear (FY2004) cost: 0.0
Mark this box (X) if funding for this bill is included in the Governor's FY 2005 budget proposal:

PCSITIONS

Full-time
Part-time
Temporary

ANALYSIS: (Attach a separate page if necessary)

This legislation formalizes in statute, a gaming activity that has been a long established
practice in the Mat-Su valley.

This legislation will not result in additional revenues or costs to the department.

FY 2010
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0
0.0

0.0

0.0

Prepared by: Larry Meyers and Jeffrey Prather Phone 907 269 6620
Division Tax Division Date/Time 1/28/04 5:46 PM
Approved by: Steve Porter, Deputy Commissioner Date 1/28/2004
Agency Department of Revenue
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