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"An Act relating to rat racing charitable gaming"

S P O N S O R  S T A T E M E N T

Two years ago, Alaska’s Attorney General issued a legal opinion stating certain traditional “ games o f  
chance”  were illegal under current statute. This ruling included games like the Alaska State Fair Elks 
Rat Races. Folks gather around a wheel o f  colors, place their quarter bets, a gerbil is placed in the 
middle and whichever colored hole he disappears in to is declared the winner. This game o f  chance 
has been a part o f  the state fair for over five decades and its revenues go to support local charities.

House Bill 366, an act relating to rat racing charitable gaming, was introduced to allow these games 
and permit them to continue. It is a very narrow subject and does expand charitable gaming in 
Alaska as a whole, as that is not my intent with this legislation. HB 366 is only to protect a 
traditional game o f  chance which is strongly supported by many Alaskans and charities and would 
be sorely missed at this year’s fair.

The Elks Club Rat Races are an integral part o f  the Alaska State Fair and its history. I greatly 
appreciate the committee’s consideration and hopefully your support to “ let the rats run!”
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26 January 2004

Rep, Bill Stoltz 
Alaska State Legislature 
State Capitol (MS 3100) 
Juneau, Alaska 99801-1182

Dear Representative Stoltz;

This letter is in support of your efforts to retain the ability o f local charitable 
organizations to continue their efforts at our annual State Fair.

Our local Elks (B.P.O .E.) Club has run a “Rat Race” on our grounds at least fifty years by 
my mcmoiy, and perhaps considerably longer. It is one o f several Games o f  Chance at 
our event that allows organizations to raise money for worthy causes. The operators of 
these attractions invariably donate their time to help their organization maximize the use 
o f their gift.

The Rat Race is an innocuous attraction at the Fair. Several years ago, to better “theme” 
our layout, we relocated it closer to the bulk o f the Fair’s Games, and away from its 
isolated position on a main walkway. However, incidents and complaints about the 
Game arc and always have been virtually absent. It is difficult to imagine any reason 
why it should not continue to be a part o f the flavor o f our Fair,

I applaud you efforts to guarantee the ability o f the Elks Club to raise this money for 
charity, and may be called upon for additional information.

Sincerely yours,
’ " \

r " YV Joe Uwton
— Gvmzi Manager

Mile 40 Glenn Highway 
800-850-3247

2075 Glenn HighwayPalmer, Alaska 99645*6799www.alaskastatcfair.org (9071 745*4827 
FAX 746*2699

http://www.alaskastatcfair.org
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BENEVO LENT AND PROTECTIVE ORDER OF ELKS

January 28j 2004

Alaska State Legislature 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, Alaska 99801

Attention: Representative Bill Utoltze, Alaska State Legislature

Reference: Palmer Elks Lodge I tat Race and House Bill 366

Dear Representative Stoltze:

This letter is written to provide the legislature with information and strong support from 
the Palmer Elks Lodge for House Bill 366. We received your letter dated January 13,2004, 
regarding the introduction o f HB 3(6 and your efforts to document the long historical precedence 
of the Elks Rat Race at the Alaska fiCate Fair. Thank you very much for your efforts and your 
support of this very important Elks1 fund raising activity.

The Pp’mer Elks Lodge has over 760 members. In a ballot of the membersliip there is 
unanimous support for the Rat Race, and its annual continuance at the Alaska State Fair. The 
lodge officers both past and presenl support the Rat Race unanimously. As you know all of the 
monies that are raised by the Rat Race are funneled into the Elks Scholarship Fund. The 
scholarships are awarded annually to worthy students pursuing further education. The high 
schools help us select worthy candidates. The Palmer Elks Lodge annually awards about 
$20,000 in scholarships.

Please use this letter to com cy to the legislature, the strong support and adamant need the 
Palmer Elks Lodge has for the passage of House Bill 366. We plan to have as many people 
available as time allows to provide testimony via the telephone conference hearing planned for 
Thursday, January 29,2004.

2600 N. Barry’s Resort Drive 
Phone: 745-3950

Wasilla, Alaska 99654
Fax: 745-3960
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Subject: Palmer Elks Lodge Rat R ace and House Bill 366

If there is anything else tha. the Lodge can do to support your efforts, please advise us at 
your earliest convenience. Once a;»ain, on behalf of the lodge members and our scholarship 
recipients we sincerely thank you i'or your efforts to save the Rat Race.

Sincerely, Sincerely,

Scott Pillars, Exalted Ruler 
Palmer Elks Lodge No. 1842 Board o f Trustees

2600 N. Barry’s Resort Drive 
Phone: 745-3950

Wasilla, Alaska 99654
Fax: 745-3960
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